


May 26' l9oll. 

PERSOIIAl. 

Dear Eleanor! 

With reference to our telephone oonveraat1on of a 

f ew days ago regarding :young Jev1ah F'renohmen under 

forty yee re of a ge, 1 t elegraphed at once to P~1ral 

Leah:y tor h is opinion in aooordanoe v1 t .h our under

st andi ng. 

I have today reoeind frora Adal ral Leab7 a r epl7 

to mJ i nquiry, ot which I aa enoloaing a paraphrase tor 

your informa t ion . I tea r, from the etateraent ot Admiral 

Leab:y, that there ia not Tery rauch that oan be done in 

t his matter and that whatever 111 done ehoulO be hand led 

with t he utraoe t oaut1on by the friend• 1n the United 

St ates of t he people 1n queet1on. 

Belin e EM 

Your a Tlll''f e1noerely 1 

Eno. 

Mrs . RooaeTel t, 

Tbe 'llhi te Hou •. 

O:SW:GES 
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PAJW'HBA SE or TGEGJWS 

FROM: haerloan £aba eey 1 Par11 

TO: Secretary of Stat e, Waeh1ngton 

OAT£:>' lla7 24 , l9U 

r'reuo!lmen but ween 17 and 40 ye "' s !nay not h e 

crr ;;.. :lt ed e:d.t vi tas undex ~·esul.At1on <a a clop t ed r eoentl;y 

~Y the Fr enah <'>avernment, r eportedly under German 

pres u11re, 11nless t hey Rl·z : (u ) goi n g abr oad on ot

f1c1a l OoverOJient busi ness; or (B ) were before t h e 

w~ re&ulurl y dou1c1led ubro~ antt are returning 

; t ter t h ei r deroob1li zat1on to t heir homu. 

I n my opin1on , any C()noer t ed move by n gi ven ae e 

and/or rao1al gro11p to obth.1n edt v1 eo.s would not 

only ~:~eet with ref usal but further r e atr1c t1one might 

reeult. 

I belieTe that t he • • •• result would be met by 

any request t or epe o1al treatment or young frenoh Jewa. 

, 



I 

DeAl' Kle&nol' I 

In r •fl7 to Ul6 1nqldr7 aon t.a1.ne c.'. l n you: lo t \el' oZ 
·•.:; 11. •· t t :r••..;RrC. ~o " e.r l Pt t!:lc-r !.ttten, I enclo~o t OP 
tour ecmve-nl.ent l'l)ft:r~:'lc e L cow or 1111 h t tu t.o )'Oll ot 
~,.;· 1~ L t.1 'h!.ch : ~~ ro1·:-~:i yo1: t hl\t !tr , r.1 tten r ooetftd. 
a ~Wta 1'140 a t tl'.e ;onnula te oenur&l i n 4-ur!.o.ll Oil 
H•bl'U" ''Y :'7, 19( 1 , end 1! s t t hrouGh o :~ .. l>le rro., til'! 
/llll .. r1c~on .:on~ul :Jor.er~l. 11t - 11rtoh d&teel npr1l 1 , J. rtq 
: nl'>l" ...e t. l!J•I: tllo t or!'te& 1 Dd no record or !W. Llttea 
.r...ttVL'1& GilJ.ltu1 t.bore :.ubnqu•nt~. 

llonn.''l""ntlll , l 1. would ••- to 'c.e olov U>a!O ·~ 
tt•oubl r. :;Jr,t l'l' • '.! t t.on ••1.:ht stlh~equently bl\Ve hnd 
tu.:s 11r1~en f'I'Oitl C!!!'!'.!.ouJ t!.•>~ h11 '"'• onooun l.oraLl in ob
t•; 1n1n..; '-:'11nll l t V1Kno ">•<1'1 t.ho ornuur ta~ tM'll'ou;;h wh1ob 
he uoul.G have to pa1111 on n h ,..Y t 1> ..,.taDOD. :.u .wdo•· M 
9dl t<'lr tt.tl United · t l\ t11~ • 

'l• tla ! lmo..- :l!0\1 r e a l1att ~ ·a t 1110 u~unot ol'!"1o~ alll' 
~cl~rtu.ko t.o &<tik l ''o)l"''* ~n eov··•·n.-~ont;) ~ ) (J ~ v-:; ~:".J:tt'l t 
v1sa.e t o lu<.U.•t10~~tl s '1111:¢ a:-e oo t ~rioan oitb ona , I 
have nov.,r !:hcl••• aent >l o.at;l.o t odu.;l :;o O\lr :.>naul Jen• 
ersl. b .:;, l}•!l)h aek1n!l b l.m t:~ M t>l& u a Md ls t ue lcn.
H' I-.e or.n !'ittd ou t, -~'~•t ~<:.<!< Cll':1c -..l.tl1>a 1n tl111 Li •n 
ctoeo nJoi>J b • • • hen 'l<'s N o .. l vlt t !',h r ;;o: o~t , 1! 1 t eol 
tbo•·· l o 1'.1\;;th!n& r.e .:cu C.o t ::. ·~·e or 1.-.lp, l -.;,.u .. .. v. 
1 t don<~ , ::: d o , 1'~->•0II'!':' , ~n t t o · .Alee \ t c lear tht. t 
Lhe Ll~ten bOl ~as ~ivo~ nn .~•r1ean v18& on ~ouruary 87, 
ttnd tl..:~ t htJ has not auhn~ueutl:r appoa h d t o 41\J of 0\11' 
o t : 1u!oi. l.J r01:• a ni:tnnce , n!>J' hill lie 1nf.>l"l'!~d nny or -
orr.:.oiallil or lllr.' d1t r1cmlt111"' t !l!. t hll has h$d , 

l'lt l h vo ne 

!CJ'a . Rooaev•l t , 
'l'be J.ib1te llollae . 



ttay 15, l9U 

Dear B.leanor1 

Tb.anlc you £or your l etter of u ay 7, encloain£1 the 

letter aont to you by John Gunther, under unto o£ 

April 24, with regard to tbe continued imprisonment 

ot Js.y Allen. 

The Stato Department has done, I think, all it 

poaei 'bl7 could up to now, t hrough the Embaaay in 'llchy 

and thro\l&h the Enlbauy in Berlin, b:> expod1 to the re

l ease or ).!r , .lllen. /,s you lcnO'II, h017evor, the measures 

ot un.:loubtod r etaliation undertllken by the German Gov

erillllent in recent >~eolca have been many, including tbD 

ar1•ast und 1mpr1ooDDOnt in Berlin of a Unite<.! Pross cor

r ellpondent, IU'. Hottelet, and the rei'Ullal to grant exit 

per~te to several other American nevapaper c orrespond

ents in German7. Nere diplomatic o0111Aunicat1ona with re

gard to theee cuea are not, I am al'raiu, going to have 

an7 uaet'ul reault . 

We are considering now the poaaib111ty or o£fer1ng to 

exchange two German newwpaper correepondenta now ~pria

oned in the united State• tor violation ot our etatutee 

Ur•• Rooaevelt, 

The 'Illite Houae, 
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tor thea• AmeriCian e~orreapondenta held bT the Ge~m . 

The matter ia under diae~uuion 1n tho Department or Jua

tie~e an1 I balieTa that a final dee~ia1on will be had 1n 

the next rew daT•• I .. or the impre .. 1on that it 1a 

olll.T t hrough a deal or th1a kind that we e~an get the re-

lease or thoae Americana. 

Please be assured t h at I am peraonallT 1ntereated 

in the eaae or Jay Allen a nd that I ah&ll do neryth1ng 

I reel I appropriately can t o eecure hie releaae. 

Belie Te me 

Yours Tery sincerely• 

Enc. 
FrCIII John Gunther. 
April 24• 1941. 

U: SW :DMK 



, .. ,. ....... , ... ou •• 

""""."'".'""~ 

ll.t.7 7. l'lU 

I nu.l.bo t.hat. t.he S~at.e Ltep&rWtetlt. 
1o doint. what. it ca.n t.o «•t. Jay dlen ou.t. of 
bS.. d1tt1cul~1u , but. I Ul utuiing you t.he 
encloted let.t.er I ht.ve r oceived tran John Gunther 
jus~ to ompha•h• ~h.e perH• 1.r , ;..Uen is in. 
Hi.a r ecord .Uu hit podt.lon aerlou.~ &nd per
napa aomet.nin.c ht.t been lett. tblone ahich a.lri:lt. 
hu p hia. 



JO!n: :it1'7:!=t 
.~O:lT"i ~.\S? ?OnTY-a!:r~!: 5T:lEET 
~;E':l YO:u: CITY 

Dear ··rs . :-:oosovelt : 

April :'!4 , Hl41 

~orci ve mo for wr1 tin~ to :·ou on a per sonal nat tor 
which has to do wJ t h our friend Jay Ill l en . I 1m not sure 
thn t ;•ou will remember me, but we had luncheon r1ith 
::or r i o : rns t last -ll)ltcnber, an:! my departure for .;out !'I 
~~rica prevented me unavoidabl y fro~ acco~tinc ~our · n 
vito tion to Cl v icnic nt !::;de farl< . : returne.: recentl;; 
fron my Sout h tirnerican trip, nnd ! had thl' ::r en t !'leasure 
of a lone talk 1·11 th tho !'r esident two weeks nco . 

! hope ! o.n not bein= n nuisance to •·ou, but I know 
:-our f r1endl:- interest in Ja:· .'.l len, a.'ld L13 case hns be
e or.1o o. JtiB. t ter or t!1c mo$ t v 1 tal u rconc !". 

As you uoubtless know, l!r. :1llen was a rres ted cross
~ fron occupied to unoccupiod . 'ro.nce, about six rteoks 
s~o . ::e i'.ad j)reviousl;- cone fran '/ich:r t o , arls -- un
fortuna tel;- 171 t.hout ;>o.per3 -- nn.; he ·:1as o.rre:JtP.C'. '::r] t ho 
Gor man military on tho way out . You !mow how ;;ay ls - 
bold , cenerous , adventurous , full of minu nn<l l.oart . I t 
i:J important to enl>haslzo that he was actin.:; purely as a 
journalist. ::e "'as a ro..;ularl:r accrodited correspondent 
or tho ::orth : .. "lorican ;:o1·1spaper Alliance, nnd he had just 
had remarkable 1ntervlews with i'etain and .iey.:;nnd . :te d i d 
no more than any other enter prisinc newspaper ms n mi: ht 
have done . I n fact , ha wont to !oris r1ith n collenguo -
a lso wlthou~ proper pnpers , I believe -- but ~he colloacue 
was not cau:--h t . 

,~e stntu~ of t~~ case is rou~~ly th1~ . Ja7 is boin.:; 
hold by the Oernan 1nll1tary in A l·'rench prlnon at Chnlons . 
So fnr as I know he is be in;: well treated , but no ono seems 
to be nbl e to de termine r.hn t procioely the Oormans 1 ntenc! 
t o c!o •:11 th h io. i'he favorite theory seer>.s to be t!" at he 
71111 be hold ror sevent!r ·!a;s , w!llch i s the usual sentence 
imposed on peo ple who croon t he front i er ·:1: thout :_:orr.;ission. 
Also I believe t he Oer11111ns have c iven assurnnce that tho~· d o 
not l ntend to make n mart:rr of h l.lll and that the:: will de
posit 'lim safely in unocou!"Jied . ' r nnce ·:1l:an thO'J decide to 
release hln. 13ut : am not sure tl•nt this a::surance is of
ficial . 
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! have been in constant touch :·:ith the State Dopnrt
zrent on the whole affair and also with other friend:~ lilte 
Archie racLeish . !'he .:> tate Depart~otent has behaved a.d
mirnbly, so far , it seems tone . I t has done a.ll it could 
1n maY.in::: known t o the Get•r.Jlns in Pnris t.'lat r1e re.:~a.rd ;Jay 
Al len as an important person and that we expect thlr.l to 
live up to their i~plied proni se of ~oou treatment . ~ven 
so -- up t o date - - the Department has never succeeded in 
havinc anyone from our Embassy nctvally visit Jay . One 
American newspaper man has been ~ermitted to see him 
nncl a l so pes s ibly representa.ti ves of the ",uskers anu the 
1ed ~ross -- but no one else . 

:·:.r point in this letter is to W'!;e t hat s omethine ~ 
be done. I uon ' t wan t to c o arounC. corners i mproperly, b ut 
I do t !linl< that it is time that :nore forceful pressure is 
npplied . Perr..aps the State Dep artment is !1elpless 1n the 
matt e r . I don 1 t know. 

J:y feeli~ is that J:r . Allen should not be punished u n
duly for rtlnt is , after all , n p ecca<.lillo . Undoubtedl y it 
•·1as foolish of him to tempt fate in t his fashion , but I hate 
to thinl{ that he !.lic;ht be ver y s eriottslJ m13 treated for hav -
111{; committed what i s nft e r al l only a small technical o r 
fens c . Ot lcer folk who cross the frontier anJ. are c a~.~Cht are 
as a rule re l eased much more quickl ; . 

All of us -- the Depart::tent , Hr . Jta c Leish, L:rs . Allen 
anu myself (as t·;ell as o tllel' folk v1 tal l y intere sted, like 
ilauilton i ish Armst r on0 , ilaymon<l Gr iUlt .;r;in~ and Dor o t hy 
TI1ompson l - - r..ave done our best to a void any publicity . 
':ie have been very careful to be tactful in the extreme • 
. :e feel that the more that is said public l y about the 
case , the r1orse 1 t wil l be for Jay. 

I must coni'ess I am r:ravel;1 worried about it all. 
You know Jay ' s anti - Fascis t his t ory. The J erman mil i tar:r 
may hol d him indefini tely as a hosta;:;e acainst someone 
whom we m c ht arrest in the future . '!'he Uni t e d States 
may some da;- enter the war officially a e;ainst Germany, 
in which case Jay woul C. be held for the dvration of the 
war . Also -- my haunt in: fear -- the Ger man military , 
if they d o release him, mo.; turn h im over to ~'le Gestapo. 
In turn the Ges tape mi[;ht ;;;i ve him to General ?rane e . 
That woul d be th o end . 

I really t h ink th ere are certain Minimum t hin;:;s that 
s hould be done , 1f I may be so bold as to say so . One -is 



that the Depart:nent shoul.! der.uurl that omeon o from our 
l:mbassy be allowed to see Ja:J . The other i s that pros 
sure sh ould be ~ut on ilerlin a!l Ylell o.s Parls . I t nakes 
m feel sick to seq thi s , but I do t h ink that U!'lless 
sonetbin.... 1s Jons fairly soon the matter may become 
tra£1c , perhaps one of life or death, 

If there is nnythin: you can do or any succes•io~s 
:rou would care to make , I can't tell you how deeply all 
of us would appr eciate it . '.'Je shoulu , i ndeed, be i n
finitely grateful . If you should care to see rr~ for a 
talk about it, I could cane to ,·/ash1n:ton a t almost any 
time , 

.lith deepest considerntion, 

Yours most faithfully , 

::rs • • · rnnklin ::> , .• oosevelt 
The ',/hl te :iouse 
.:ashi~ton, ::> . c. 

P , ::i , I v;ant ac;ain to point out that so far as : kno11 
Jay has done n o t h i l'l5 impr oper except for the t echnical 
offenso of crossin.:; the front i er . Any story that he 
was occupied in anythin<:; beyond journalist is nonsense , 
I am sure, 

J . G. 



JUly 15, l llU. 

M7 dear General Wateona 

or. Cba1a r.etamann ba1 b .. o lo t h11 country during 

the paat aix monthl and 11 now planning to return to 

London on JUly 23. 111 hal aeked aw to requ.et thl 

Preaident to raoeiva h 1a be fore he leavea t he United 

St a t ••· Th1a request haa 11kew1ae been made by 

R.abb1 11118 a:'\<1 var1oue o ther leaders or t he Zionist 

IIOVIII>Int . I think 1t • ould be belptul 1t the Pr11ideot 

oould reoei ve him tor t en or t1rteen minutes, 11111 JOU 

l e t me kno• • bet the Prea141nt •e de11r a1 ~y be' 

Believe • 

Youra ver7 a1noer ely, 

l(a jor General 84w1 n 11. ltateo n , 

Se oretery to tba l'rll141nt, 

The l'b1 te Hou ... 

U: SW: PR.H 
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Dear •lMDOI't 

Tw haft -utea • .. ,.NJ. \S..o dw-1Ds r.oent 
-tha 111 ~ ropr4 to \be Y1M O&ee of ... Peter KaSner, 

Ul4 a tn d&JO 0.C0 I NM1Ye4 a letter tJooa .... • r-iM 
ftl'p a.- ot fuoar Oollop who baa booa oorroop«<dlna 

wUil)'A 0-I'Diae \llo -· 

••· ..._, -rw'-atelr, 1o 'alldotr tha blpron1CIIIl 

tl:lat utiea ill t!IJ.o - 1o lloiae ulqe4 llf rovtiM 
~lliroMJlto ot tM Depar\;Mat ot State ro~ pwbllo 
oharp IIA4 t~ cSoo 111t&P)' n1a.oo. 

,_. 7CNP - poro.al IIA4 o.t14eDt1al lnt-U•• 

I tool 1t no .. NU'J' to let ,. .. llaGiw that nuo •• natar
upar-..tal o~ttoo • Po11Uoal lotqooo ha4 or1&1nell:r 
ap.P9ft4 th1a -· t!IJ.o appi'O'fal. ... ali-.-U:r w1Ul
c1Na • u. bao1o ot a ooorot report troa \llo Pedotral. 

auroo. ot XMooUpU• otatillc tl:lat htol' 1•'- 1o 
CS.till1tel;J nopooto4 ot 'boiq ill t21e p&J' ot a.- illtel• 
llpMo ill &po.la. UDtll tblo utJAlte oup1oW. h oloar•4 

a' 
0 .. 

) ! .. 
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19 - -., er \be ou.r. u u Ma11'eetl.7 lllpoedble tw 
u ~ ap~ U. SNA"-IIC ot Ul1a .t ... 

.. ~~. 1 _, uu .... ....._ \be ....... tor 

\be delq0 b•' 1 _, J'GII'-. a- \lie tMU 80 tba' 1• 

will J'e&).leo tba' \ben 1e ... lHih1.a4 \be dola7 1a \hi• 

.... tbaa •"lF \be .-....u..au et HilUM • 

.. u ... -

U :SW: I~ 



AFU e, l Ml. 

11:11 - ltr. 1.\bor\ont 

A.rt JOU ••~1et'1e4 \bat 

thor. Ll nn\hLOI t ur\bor \hat 

oon bo do .. LG thlo ooaot h 

... . . ' 0 .. \0 b l & 0 &11 wblob 

re&ll7 4t ter.t a •••rJ ooo

a14e.rat. 1o e oo oa.r par·\ . 

O: .. tGU 
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Deo.r Eleanor 1 

With turther reterenoe to your letter to ae 

or »aroh 19 ooaoern1ng the arres t or Jay Allen, I 

aa attaching ror your information a paraphraae or 

a telegraa I received troa Adairal Leahy in repl7 

to the peraonal telegrlllll I sent hia expreu1ng a:T 

interest in the caee oncl. r.ention!ne the ract that 

70u pereonally were 1ntereeted, 

Believe -

Enc, 
Tel. t.:arch 22 , 'I i chy 

} \ 

lire, Rooeevelt, 

The White Houae. 

U: SW:DMK 



Karch 1~, 1~. 

Dear Eleanors 

I baYe reoa1Yed t hle eYen1ng r our l etter of 
Karoh 1~ vi th reprd to J ar Allen. 

I hnn been talkln& to Archie ll.aoLe1th and 
Barnet NoYer about t he oeae t ble afternoon nnd I 
have expla ined the oi rcwutancu tullr t o t hea. 

For 10ur 1ntor..t1on , I aa er.oloting the pere
pbraeee or two t eletr· •• we have reoeiTed troa our 
Embassy a t V1oh7 concerning the a&tter. I am aend-
1ng & pereonal ae asuge t o lodal rel Leah¥ tonight 
bak i ng h1a to do ever7 t hing he can to aeoure the 
release or Mr. Al l en, but tro~ tba r eport• conta i ned 
1n t he tel ~graaa I aa enoloa1ng I am a frai d an 1a
aed1ate release looks doubtful. 

You oan be qul t e aure that I will continue to 
do everything that I poaa1bl 7 can to expedite a 
eat1araotory resul t. 

Believe ae 

Youre very einoerely, 

Enoa. 

Mra . Rooanelt, 

The Wb1te Houee. 

U:BWIGES 

X 
~ • . 
6' 
0 .. .. .. .. .... .. 



THI'" WHITE HOUSI! 

W.IISHINGTO>I 

Mar ch 19, 1941 

Dear 5Ul'lller : 

I hear tha t Jay Allen i s in ?rison 

i n Paris . I am sendine t his note t o say 

tha t I hope everything possihle will be 

done to get him out . 

Cordially yours , 



Jo•e>bor 18, 1041 

?loa.oo cbo&tt a y6ro one.l a lr 

m.a\1 lett•r ror lila t o u 31T\:1 to 

Amb~toe&<lor lAah7 W cra1nc 1' 1m 

OC' :.'ra . Oo~~evGlt 1a tn1.ttr Oi t in 

th1a c&le aM r l (tU05t1l'IC " l a to 

do ~·t hs ~ an. "1•••• al30 t ra!t 

a l etter tor _. t o aend to ~ra. 

:i:ooae•e1t tell~ her that 1 ' .aTe 

done th1a . 

~ \1 j J 
~ ~ • 

' , 
• 



. , 

t 

November 18, 1941 

VD 
Yr. Warren : 

!.irs . Roos evelt's lettel' which I attach 1a self-

e.xplana tor:r. 

I !lll1 gett1DL i .ncr eas1ngl;r cone erned about caaea 

ot this ki nd . 

I t 18 , of courae , obvious that as a matter or 

proper p1•ocedure visas cannot be issued 1n r egions 

where t here are no American coru~uls to issue tbom. 

On ~he other hllnd, in order to take care ot thoroUGh

ly deservi~, bonafi de cases Y~here we can obtain al.l 

or the evidence that is nbsolu tel:r necessary to assure 

us that the a pplicants are desirable , is it not pos

sible to conceive of sane except i on to tho general 

rule so &s to m.ake it possible for these people to 

get exit permi ts ' I wish :rou would give your earl;r 

consideration to this possibllit,' aince the postscript 

to L~s . Roosevelt ' s letter ia undoubt edly i ndicative 

ot what a groat men:r important people i n t his country 

are now thinking. 

U:SW:DllK 
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Dear Eleo.nol'l 

I reoe1ved t oda,y you.r 11er;:orand11111 of tlovember 10 

enclosing Dr. Lo8b ' s letter to you of llove.,ber 7 in 

wh1oh be urged that th1a Government t ake suoh nc t1on 

as mi ght be poas i ble 1n order to prevent t he extradi

tion to Spai n of Yr nnciaco Largo Caballero and rederioa 

llont seny. 

This matter vaa tirat brought to my a ttention t our 

dnye ago. A tel~&ram waa im..ed1at ely eent to Ambaoeador 

Lean, in Vi ob)' a aking hi• to do ever yt hi ng that mi ght be 

poaaible to pr event these extraditiona. I have not yet 

had a r eply from hi m but na soon ne I do ge t a reply I 

ahnll be gled to let you know. 

Bel: eve c a 

Youre very e1ncerely, 

Mrs. Rooaevel t , 

~be White House. 

u:sw:GE.s 
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Dear S\JJlll1e r : 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHIN~TON 

,, ., 
/! ove.nbo r 10 , 19-11 

J 

Co.n you do anythi ng? 

~ . R . 



UN I ON FOR DEMOCRATIC ACTION 
202 WEST 40 STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y., LA CKAWANNA 4·1187 

~ltlln. .. : 
,, ... _,,.,.l 

UINHOlO NIOOHl ruOA KIRCHWEY 

s.c..t.ty: 
v-~ ...... : 
lot(U IENOIN(l 
JOHN L. CHILDS 
FlANZ DANIEL 

Vre , Frankl i n D. &oooevelt 
\,"nit e House 
'1/Uililll;ton , D. 0. 

Dear Vra, Rooaevalt: 

lo4UllAY GaO$$ 

l .... tdl ofr.ct<w; 

LEWIS COlEY 

E..c"ti¥• S.Cr•t•rv: 
JAMES lOU, Jl . 

'l'be arreat of Franeiaeo La,rgo CRballero end ~deriea llontaet>T 

by V1clcy :France .. t the bebeat of General 'Fnmco 11 aboeld"" evidence 

ot Vichy's aubaorv!ence to Hitlor1 a a&ent. I .,. pereonally acqUI.Iinted 

with both Spaniab P.olpublican lo8ders and CM vouch for their devotion 

to t be at~le for dal>Ocraey againat Ritleriam in ~obtch tbia country 

1a now e,_d. Knowing your profouno interest in the dec>:>cratic 

eauaa I would urp you on behalf of tbe tinton for Dem0cr-<1tic Action 

t o do t:batevar poaa1ble to urge our Gove rnment to eeeure the relen.ee 

of thou two domocretie leadore, 

rf:::_ly yours , 

tl.- ;=e.::: # 
J L: aclt Executive Secret~ 

"A two-front fight for democracy-at home and abroad." 
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Personal and 
Contldentioi 

Dear Eleanor: 

1 am aancUne rou a COP)' Of a aoaewba t peculiar 
letter I have race vad wbich will be ot intereat to 
you. If I had not known the writer or the letter rr01:1 
chlldbood (abe ia a rirat counain or Brac11eh and Aymar 
Johnson), I woul d have t aken it for granted that the 
letter waa inapired by that kind of prejudice that aeems, 
tragically enough, to be lncreaeing in thia country. 

From the impreaalona I have obtained in my own 
State and local communi t y I ha ve seen absolutely no 
sign or the kind or obstacle• to which Lira. Vla r lng 
refer a. I ehnll be :noot ;;ratoful 1!' you could g1 ve 
me so~e advice aa to what , in your judgment, woul d 
consti t ut e a hol pful reply ror me to send. 

Believe me 

Your$ v ery e1nc erely, 

Enclosure 

r.tra . Rooaevelt, 
Tho 'llh1 t e House • 

U: SW : PRH 
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c o r Y 

L W 3 

' 

Dear Sumner-

Having been a ppointed by Governor Marbank aa one 
ot t hree women to or gan he the 'llomen' a National Counc il 
for Clvllian Defenae i n Cherleeton County, we have 
found , ever alnce atar tlng thi s work , that b l ockine 
aeema t o co~e fro~ two aourcea: the Jews, who ar e 
t radually t ak i ng civic mattere into t he i r own hande 
hare, and from the Roman Cathol i c a, whose Pri eeta 
tell t hem t o have no t h i nt t o do with and to t wto no 
part i n the Def ens e Counc i l . 

1\a we bave been much puzzl ed by those s i t uat1ona 
and find them very dlffi cult t o deal wi t h , I thought 
I woul d wri t o and aek you whet he r they are gene r a l 
cond1 tions throuchout the count r y or i f they are l ocal. 
It woul d be easier t o deal vd t h t hem l f we know what 
l a back of them. 

Way l a ak that you t r ea t thi s l etter conf i den
tially? 

Hopln£ tha t you will surely l ot ua know i f you 
eve r coca t o Charleston , I am, 

Si nce r e l y your s 

LOUI SA JOHNSON •::,\RI NG 

":hw-ob St ree t , 
October twent y-fourth. 



VD 
Yr. \farren: 

Plou o c!ran tor w:r o1 £J>aturo 

ao• r epl7 to tho a t.taohtd l 1tter 

troa 14'&. ROOIOYOlt Jl&l< 1"6 it !air• 

17 ample aDd pointi ng ou t that tbo 

poltoy to whlcb abe reror e 1a not 1n 

pr&ot 1ce betna carri ed ovt i n &nJ 

all·inol wo 1YO oonoo. I tbilll< 1t would 

l>o bAll~ t.o o1•• aloo t.bo t1auroo 

.. t.o tbo nudlor or C&ool> rot\laH I 

that b&TI I"IOil TI4 Y11U d!l.u"lna tbe 

lut tbr•• or fou.r aont.ba . 

U: SI'I:!Xu. 
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In .,., letter to ,._ or x.:r 2t I ao~le4&e4 tbl 

receipt or IU n 'lh~on'• l ethr ot l:&7 19 wUb wb1ob 

1he enololed, at 701r r~qu.1t, two lett ... whiob .?rlJIIDNI 

Reds1w1ll ba4 nnt. to llU• hullne ~et on behal.t or 

Pr1noe Caartn)'11lt1, 'ltbo b bellned to be a ;n-1aoner 1n 

the ::onet Union. 

At. the •- t1ae I -~~• t o our .llibu•adcr 1n Xoe

ooe to u k h ia to olo what.,er ... po .. lble to obtain 

1ntor:utlon wHb resard t o tb• l'l-1noa or to be ot u

•1•tanoe to hia ahoulc1 he be located. 

I have only todaJ' NOelYed a telesraa ~ Allbaa

aa4or s te1nhu'dt in lloaooe aa}'ina that t.b• Pollab Aa-

ba .. ador in • oec - h u 1nt'o .... 4 liP. S t einhardt t hat not-

wUbltan:l.!.nn Ntpeated errort•, he hu not y et be- able 

to locate Pr!.noe Caartaayald. ~tro. S\e1Dbarc1t acSda that 

tha Polhh Allbuaac1or 1a oontinll1~ hil etrorta and tbat 

b e b lluel.t wUl c1o rrerythins be c an to be or a .. tat-e. 

Bell••• !lll 

Kra . Rooe .. eU, 

\'he lihUe n-•· 
U t SW tDIIIt 

\ i 
' 

• 



Augua t 20, 1941. 

VD 
Mr . 'fl'arren z 

Pleaae draft aoae l etter 
f or .e to eend Mra. Rooaevelt 
1n r epl y to t bo memor&ndum 
att~ohed herewith. I f t bere 
1e nnr way ln wh ich th1a mAtter 
oan be nrranged, pleaee t ry to 
do eo. 
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