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FEFROOUCTD FROM HOLDSHGS

A THE FRASOEM 0 ROOSEVET LIMRARY

May 26, 10941,

Dear Eleanort

With reference to our telephone conversation of a
few days ago regarding young Jewish Frenchmen under
forty years of age, + telegraphed at once to Admiral
Leahy for his opinion in accordance with our under-
standling,

I have today received from Admiral Leahy a reply
to my inquiry, of which I am encloslng a paraphrase for
your information. I fear, from the statement of Admiral
Leshy, that there is not very much that can be done in
thie matter and that whatever ls done should be handled
with the utmost caution by the friends in the United
States of the people ln question.

Helleve me

Youre very sincerely,

Mrs. Roosevelt,

The White Houpe.
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PARRPHRASE OF TELEGRAX

FRO¥: American Embassy, Parls
TO: Secretary of State, Washington
DATEDE May 24, 1941

Frenchmen tetween 17 and 40 yew. s may not he
granted exlt Viess undexr regulationz adopted recently
cy the French CGoverameat, reportedly under German
pressure, unless they arct () going abroad on of-
flelal Government business; or (B) were before the
war regularly domiciled abroud &nd are returning
. fter their demobilization to Lhelr homes.

In my opinlion, any conoerted move by a glven age
and/or racial group to obtaln exit visas would not
only meet with refusal but further restrictions might
result.

I believe that the same result would be met by

any request for speclal treatment of young Frenoch Jews.



REFACOUCED FROM WOLDOWSS /5 THE MANGLS D ROOTEIVEY LIBRARY

May 17, 14l

Dear Kleanorg

in r-Flr to Lhe muulr:r sontainet In jour letier of
oy 14 uith regerd to ¥arl Painer Litten, I enclose fop
your cenvenicnt rofersnce & copy of letier to jou of
a4l L fawhleh I frforsed you that ¥r, Litten recelived
a quota viase et the _onpulate Jeneral in suwrich on
webpuery o7, 1941, and flst through a sable from tim
Amepicun Jonoul Jenerz) ot -urich dated april 1, . was
frnforasd Lot thet office lad no pecord of &r. Litten
weving eclled there subreguentlys

dJoanoeyuuntly, !t would reem Lo Le clear TLAL anny
tiouble slat Mp. "itton =!ht submequently 'mve had
has erlisen Mraa dL070oul tles he Lee encounibored in ob=
teining Soans’t visan Srem Lthe cmmtries taroush whiaeh
ne would have to pasa on s way Lo olsbon Lo order to
sail far tha Mmited “tates.

Fhila T !mow you realizn that wa camiot offloially
undesrtiwe to ask furelpn govesrmeents 3 give runalt
visas %o ladividugls who are not Amoarioan oitizens, I
have aevercheless sent a cable today To our ‘onsul Jen=
erel 1n Jurleh asking him to cable ums and let ua know
if ke oun Jlnd cub soat the SlfTicaudclisa in the Litken
cass mLY be. “hen we reovive tilr pre.ort, 1 | feel
thore Lla angthing »=e can do Lo e of Lalp, I «ill Leve
It doone I do, howevsr, want to =wake 1€ clear tat
the Litten boy was given an imarican viga on rabruary 27,
end that he has not subsaguantly appoaled to any of our
of Jleiala Por assictancs, nar hes he Informed auy of eur
offiolals of anw difriuuitins that he has had.

Baliavo o

Yours very #inoerely,

ﬁb-’v

G gumﬂ“r

Mrs. Roosavelt,
The nhite louss.

LUEEER T )



MZICOUCED FROM HOLDNGS AT THE TRASILI B AOSEVET LAY

May 15, 1941

Dear Eleanori

Thank you for your letter of May 7, enclosing the
letter sent to you by John Gunther, under date of
April 24, with regard to the continued imprisonment
of Jay Allen.

The Stats Department has done, I think, all 1t
possibly could up to now, through the Embassy 1n Vichy
and through the Ewbassy in Berlin, to expedite the re-
lease of Mr, Allen. 43 you lkmow, however, the measures
of unloubted retalintlion undertaken by the German Gov-
ernment in recent weeks have been many, including the
arrest and imprisomment in EBerlin of a United Press cor-
respondent, lir. Hottelet, and the refusal to grant exit
permite to several cther Amerlcan newspaper correspond-
ents in Germany. HKere diplomatic communications with re-
gard to these cases are not, I am afraid, going to have
any ussful result,.

We are considering now the possibility of offering to
exchange two German newspaper correspondents now illpriu-
ened in the United 3tates for violation of ouwr statutes

Mrs. HRoosevelt,
The White House.
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for these American correspondents held by the Germans.
The matter 1s under discussion in the Department of Jus-
tice and I belleve that a final decision will be had in
the next few days, I am of the impreasion that it 1s
only through a deal of this kind that we can get the re-
lease of these Americans,

Please bes assured that I am personally interested
in the case of Jay Allen and that I shall do everything
I feel I approprlately can to secure his release,

Belleve me

Yours very sincerely,

Enc.
From John Gunther,
April 24, 1941.

U:SW:DME



FEFRCOUCED FROM WOLDG3 AT THE TRAMLEG B ROOSEVELT LARANY

THE WHITE MOUGE
WAGHIMOGTOMN

May 7, 1941

Dear Sumner:

I realize that the State Departaent
1as doding what it can to get Jay illen out of
his difficulties, but I am sending you the
enclosed letter I have received from John Gunther
Just to emphasize the perils Kr, allen is in.
His record makes his position serious and per-
haps something has been left undone which might
help him.

Very sincerely yours,

M i
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JOHIT GUNTHER
FORTY EAST FORTY-NINT! STREET
I'EW YORK CITY April 24, 1941

Dear 'rs. loosevelt:

Porgive me for writing to you on a personal matter
which has to do with our friend Jay #llen. I'm not sure
that vou will remember me, but we had luncheon with
vorris crnst last september, and my departure [lor South
imerica prevented me unavoldably from accepting your in-
vitation to a plenie at liyde Fark. I returnsed recently
from my South American trip, and T had the creat pleasure
of a long talk with the Fresident two weeks ago.

I hope I am not beinr a nulsance to you, but I know
vour [riendly interest in Jey Allen, and hls case has be-
come a matter of the most wltal urgency.

As you doubtless know, lir, Allen was arrested cross-
ing from occupied to unoccupled France, about six weeks
ago. e had previously gone from Vichy to raris -- un-
fortunately without papers -- and he was arreated by the
German military on the way out. ¥You know how Jay is --
bold, generous, adventurous, full of mind and Leart, It
i3 important to emphaslize that he was acting purely as a
journalist. Ile was a regularly accredited correspondent
of the llorth American liewspaper Alllance, and he had just
had remarkable Interviews with Petain and Jeyrand. Ie did
no more than any other enterprising newspaper man mizht
have done. In fact, he went to Paris with a colleague --
also without proper papers, I believe -- but the collaarue
was not caught,

he status of the case 1s roughly this. Jay 1s being
held by the German military in a French prison at Chalons.
2o far as I know he 13 beins well treated, but no one seems
to be able to determine what precisely the Cermans intend
to do with him. The favorlite theory seems to be that he
will be held for seventy dars, which 1s the usual sentence
{mposed on people who cross the frontler wl thout permlzslon.
Also I bellieve the Germans have riven assurance that they do
not intend to make a martyr of him and that they wlill de-
posit him safely in unoccupied I'rance when they declde to
release him., DBut I am not sure that this assurance ls of=-
ficlal.



KEPACOUCED FROM HOLDOMS AT THE FRANRGS DO ROOSEVELT LBRARY

T have been in constant touch with the 3tate Depart-
ment on the whole affalr and also with other friends like
Archie l'acLeish. The State Department has behaved ad-
mirably, so far, it seems to me. It has done all it could
in makinz known to the Germans in Paris that we rezard Jay
Allen as an important person and that we expect them to
live up to their implled promise of rood treatment. Even
80 -- up to date == the Department has never succeeded in
havins anyone from our Embassy actuvally visit Jay. One
American newspaper man has been permitted to see him --
and also possibly representatives of the Tuakers and the
Ted Cross -- but no one else,

Uy point in thia letter is to uwrre that something more
be done. I don't want to o around corners imprOPﬂrlr,jiﬁE
I do think that it i3 time that more forceful pressure 1s
applled, FPerhaps the State Department 1s helpless in the
matter, I don't know,

I’y feeling is that Ir, 4Allen should not be punished un-
duly for vhat Is, after all, a peccadlllo, Undoubtedly 1t
was foolish of him to tempt fate in this fashion, but I hate
to thinlt that he might be very serlously mistreated for hav=-
ing committed what 13 after mll only a small technical of-
fense, Other folk who cross the frontler and are coucht are
as 2 rule released much more quickly.

All of us -- the Department, lir. idacLeish, lirs. Allen
and myself (23 well as other folk vitally intercsted, like
Hamlilton Fish Armatrong, RQaymond Gram Swing and Dorothy
Thompson) =-=- have done ocur best to avold any publicity.

We have been very careful to be tactful in the extreme,
we feel that the more that 1s sald publiely about the
case, the worse 1t will be for Jay.

I must confess I am pravely worried asbout it 211,
You know Jay's anti-Fascist history. The Cerman military
may hold him indefinitely as a hostage agalinst someone
whom we might arrest in the future. The United States
may some day enter the war offlcially agalnat Germany,
in which case Jay would be held for the duration of the
war, #Also -- my haunting fear -- the German mllitary,
if they do release him, may turn him over to the Gestapo.
In turn the Gestapo micht glve him to Ceneral Franco.
That would be the end,

I really think there are certain minimum thinge that
should be done, 1f I may be so bold as to say so., One.is
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that the Department should demanl that someone from our
Hmbassy be allowed to see Jay, The other is that pres-
sure shiould be put on Zerlin as well as Paris. It makes
me feel sick to say this, but I do think that unless
something 1s done fairly soon the matter may become
tragle, perhaps one of life or death.

If there 1s anything you can do or any sugrestions
you would care to make, I can't tell you how deeply all
of us would appreclate 1t, Ve should, indeed, be in-
finitely grateful, If you should care to see me Tor a
talk about it, I could come to Washington at almost any
time.

“1th deepest consideration,

fours most fatthfully,

JOIIN GUNTIER

lirs, franklin D, Roosevelt
The VWVhite House
+Jashington, D, C.

Pe3., T want again to point out that so far as I know
Jay has done nothing improper except for the techniecal
offense of crossing the frontier, Any story that he
was occupled in anything berond journalist is nonsense,
I am sure,

=
JdsFa
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July 15, 1941.

My dear Jeneral Watson:

pDr. Chalm Welsmann has been in this country during
the past aix months and 1s now planning to return to
London on July 235. He has asked me to request the
President to recelve him before he leaves the United
states. This request has likewise been made by
Rabbl #ise and varlous othsr leaders of the Zlonist
movement. I think it would be helpful if the Fresident
could receive him for ten or fiftesn minutea. Will you
let me know what the President's desires may be?

Bellave me

Yours very sincerely,

Ma Jor Gensral Edwin M. Watson,
Secratary to the Presldent,

The White Houae.

U3 SW:PRH
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PEFROOUCTD FIOM HOLDOHLS A7 THE MU G AOOSEVELY LAY

April 16, 1941

Dear Eleanor

You have written me several times during recent
months with regard to the visa case of Mr. Peter Kainer,
and a few days ago I received a letter from Mrs. Loulse
Farge Brown of Vassar College who has been correspending
with you conocerning the sase.

Mrs. Brown, unfortunately, 1s under the impression
that astion in this case is being delayed by routine
requirements of the Department of State regarding publie
charge and formal doowmentary evidence.

PFor your owa personal and confidential information,
I feel it necsessary to let you know that while the Inter-

departmental Committee on Political Refugees had originally

approved this case, this approval was subsequently with-
drawn on the basis of a secret report from the Federal
Bureau of Investigation stating that Peter Kainer 1is
definitely suspected of being in the pay of German intel-

ligence in Spain. Until this definite suspioidm is clearsd

Mrs. Roosevelt,
The White House.
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up ons way or the other, 1%t is manifestly impossible for
us te approve the granting of this visa.

Naturally, I camnot tell Mrs. Brown the reason for
the delay, but I want you to know the facts so that you
will realise that there 1s more behind the delay in this
case than merely the requirements of routine.

Believe me

Yours very sincerely,

U:SW:IJ
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April 8, 1941.

EU - Mr. Atherton:

Are you satisfled that
thers 1s nothing further that
pan be done im this case?Z It
msens to me to be a case which
really deserves every coo-

sideration on our part.

U:8W:0E8
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March 24, 1941

Dear Eleanori

With further reference to your letter to me
of March 19 eonscerning the arrest of Jay Allem, I
am attaching for your information a paraphrase of
a telegram I received from Admiral Leahy in reply
to the personal telegram I sent him expressing my
interest in the caee and mentioning the fact that
you perscnally were Interssted,

Believe me

Yours very sincerely,

Enc.

Tael, liarch

Mrs. Roosevelt,

The White House.

U:3W:DME
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March 19, 1941,

Dear Elesnor!

1 have received this evening your letter of
March 19 with regard to Jay Allen.

I have been talking to #rchie MacLelsh and
Barnet Nover about the case thls afternoon and I
have explained the circumstances fully to them.

For your informstlion, 1 am erclosing the pera-
phreses of two telegr:ms we have reselve from our
Embassy at Vichy concerning the matter. 1 am send-
ing & personal message to ..dmiral Leahy tonight
«sking him to do everything he can to seoure the
release of Mr. Allen, but from the reports contalned
in the telegrems I am encloseing I am efraid ean im=-
mediate release looks doubtful.

You nan be quite sure that I will continue %o
do everything that I poeslbly can to gxpedite a
gatisfaotory result.

Belleve me

Yours very eincerely,

Mrs. Hoosevelt,

The White House.

U:8W:GES
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THF WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 19, 1941

Dear Sumner:

I hear that Jay Allen is in prison
in Paris. I am sending this note to say
that I hope everything possible will be
done to get him out,

Cordially yours,
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November 18, 1M1

Eu
Er. Athartont

vlease draft a parscnel air
mail letter for me to sand to
imbassedor Teshy inlformins him
of lrs. Nocsevelt's intarest in
this case and raguesting =im to
do what he can., Fleaas alzo draft
a letter for me to send to Mra.
sonsevelt tellin- her that I have
done this.
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REFPOOUCES FAOM MOLDSNGS AT THE FRAUSLIN O ADOSEVELT LmAARY

November 18, 1941

D
Mr, Warren:

Ers., Roosevelt's letter which I attach 1s self-
explanatory.

I am getting increasingly concerned about cases
of this kind.

It is, of course, obvious that as a matter of
proper procedure visas cannot be 1ssued 1In regloms
vhere there are no American consuls to 1ssue them.

On the other hand, in order to take care of thorough-
ly deserving, bonafide cases where we can obtain all
of the evldence that 1s sbasolutely necessary to assure
us that the applicants are desirable, 1a it not pos-
sible to concelve of some exception to the general
rule 3c a8 to make 1t possible for these people to
get exit permits? I wish you would glve your early
conslderation to thls poasibllity simce the poatscript
to Mrs. Roosevelt's letter 1ls undoubtedly indicative
of what & groat many important people in this country
are now thinking,

U:SW:DMK
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\wo 24

liovember 10, 1941

Dear Elesanori

1 regeived today your mecorandum of November 10
enclosing Dr. Loeb's letter to you of November 7 in
whieh he urged that thie Government take suoch action
as might be possible in order to prevent the extradl-
tion to Spaln of Franclseo Largo Caballero and Federioa
Hontseny.

This matter was first brought to my sttention four
deys ago. A telegram was immediately sent to Ambassador
Leahy in Vichy asking him to do everything that might be
possible to prevent these gxtraditions., I have not yet
had a reply from him but as soon as I do get a reply 1
shall be glad to let you know.

Eel'eve me

Yours very sincerely,

Mra. Hoosevel$,
The White House.
U:8W:GES
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

\ 4 Novenber 10, 1941
J

Dear Sumner:
Can you do anything?

E.R,
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UNION FOR DEMOCRATIC ACTION

202 WEST 40 STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y., LACKAWANNA 4-1887

Chairman:

Treasurar:
REINHOLD MIEBUHR

FREDA KIRCHWEY
Vice-Chairman: Secretary:

ROBERT BENDINER MURRAY GROSS
JOHM L. CHILDS Resaarch Dirmctos:
FRANZ DAMIEL LEWIS COREY

Esscutive Secretary:
JAMES LOEB, JR.

y
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Hovember 7, H541
B

ok [,

Mrs, Franklin D. Hoosevelt _E“ L
White House \ |
®ashington, D. Ce Al e \
Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

The arrvest of Francisco Largo Caballero end Federica Montseny
by Vichy France at the behest of General Franco is shocking evidence
of Vichy's subservience to Hitler's agent. I am personally acquainted
with both Spanish Republican leaders and can vouch for their devotion
to the strugele for demccracy against Hitlerism in which this country
ie now engaged. Knowing your profound interest in the democratic
ceuse I would urge you on behalf of the Union for Democratie Aetion
to do whatever possible to urge our Government to secure the release
of these two democratic leaders,

rdially yours,

Dr. James Loeb, Jr.
JL:ack Executive Secretary

"A two-front fight for democracy—at home and abroad.”
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October 30, 164l.
ty. /R

Personal and
1] a

Dear lIleanor:

I am sending you a copy of a somewhat pecullar
letter I have received whicn will be of interest to
you. If I had not known the writer of the letter from
chlldhood (she 1s a first coumsin of Bradish and Aymar
Johnson), I would have taken 1t for granted that the
letter was inspired by that kind of prejudice that seems,
traglcally enough, to be lncreasing in this country.

From the impressions I have obtained in m{ own
State and local community I have seen absolutely no
slgn of the kind of obstacles to which kra. Warlng

refers. 1 shall be most grateful 1 you could glve
me sone advice as to whaet, in your Jjudgment, would

constitute o helpful reply for me to send.

Belleve me

Yours very slncerely,

Enclosure

Mra. HRoosevelt,
The White House.

U:SW:PRH
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NEPROOUCED TRGH WOLDSNGS AT THE TRANG O ACOSEVERY LIBRARY

Lwya

Dear Sumner=

Having been appointed by Governor Maybank as one
of three women to organize the Women's Natlonal Council
for Clvllian Defense in Charleston County, we have
found, ever since starting thls work, that blocking
seems to come fro: two sources: the Jews, who are
gradually taking clvic matters into thelr own hands
here, and from the FRoman Catholics, whose Priests
tell them to have nothlng to do with and to take no
part in the Defense Council,

A8 we have been much puzzled by these sltuations
and find them very difficult to deal with, I thought
I would write and ask you whether they are general
conditions throughout the country or If they are local.
It would be easler to deal with them 1f we knew what
1s back of them.

May I ask that you treat this letter confiden-
tlally?

Hoplng that you will surely let us know if you
ever come to Charleston, I am,

Sincerely yours

LOUISA JOHNSON WARIRG

“hurch Street,
October twenty-fourth.
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October 24, 1941

Yo
Mr, Warren:

Flease draft for my slgmature
some reply to the atteched letter
from Mrs, Roosevelt making 1t lalr-
1y ample and polnting cut that the
poliey to which she refers is not 1n
practice belng carrled cut in any
all-inclusive sense. I think 1t would
be helpful to give aleso the [igures
as to the nusber of Czech refugees
that have recelved visas durlng the
lest three or four months.

U5 DMK
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Ootcber 15, 1041

Dear Zleanori

In wy lstter to you of May 24 1 acknowledged the
receipt of Miss Thompson's letter of ¥ay 19 with which
she snclosed, at your request, Lwo lettera which Frincess
Nedziwill had sent to Miss Fauline Bwmet on behalf of
Prince Ceartseyski, who 13 belleved to be a yrisoner in
the Soviet Union.

At the same time I wpote to owr imbassador in Hos-
cow to ask him to do whateover was possible to obtain
information with regard to the Prince or to be of as=
sistance to him should he be located.

I have only today received a telegram from Ambas=
sador Steinhardt in Moscow saying that the Polish Am=
bassador in Yoscow has informed lir, Stelnhardt that not-
withstaniing repeated efforts, he has not yet been able
to locate Prince Czartasyski, !r. Steinhardt adds that
the Folish Ambassador is continulng his offorts and that
he himself will do everything he can to be of asslstance.

Belleve me

Yours very simcerely,

¥ra, loosevelt,

The Ghite House.

U13WIDKK
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August 20, 1941.

VD
Mr. Warreng;

Please draft some letter
for me to send Mras. Hoosevelt
in reply to the memorandum
atteched herewith. If there
is any way In which this matter

can be arranged, please try to
do aso.

Uz SW 1 KMK
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