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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January 4, 1944,

MEMORANDUM FOR
H.L.H,

Does this need an answer?

F.D.H.

Letter from Lord Halifax, British Embassy,
Washington, D, C., 12/24/43, to the rnﬂ*npnf
atating that Yr. Eden has a*-ﬂmu him to let

the President know that the anestion of T'I:hlinn”
shine for the fnssierg which was dealt with

in the President's telegram No. 427 of 17/71

to the Prime Minister, has been considered in
London in the Light of the telegram which the
President =ent to Mr. Harriman. Gives beckeround
regarding tnis matter and makes varfons sugpes-
tion= in re above.
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Hushington
TELEGRAM

OFFICIAL BUSINESS—GOVERNMENT RATES January 31, 1944.

liis Excellency &
Lord beaverbrook
London, Lngland

thoughtful birthday
'h.pd{{ -"ﬂ‘-d,'\-h':,_

Ever so many thanks for your ,very
Sl
message, which I deeply prrECIEtaﬂ.4 With/ my warm gards,

FRANaLIW L. RUOSEVELT



Signal Corps, United States Army
Keceined at ’

JANUARY 28, 1944
WHITE 31:
LORD BEAVERBROOK TO THE PRESIDENT:

"I SEND YOU MY WARMEST GOOD W|SHES FOR THIS AND MANY
BIRTHDAYS TO FOLLOW ENJOYED IN HEALTH AND HAPP|NESS, WITH
GRATEFUL REMEMBRANCES AS EVER FOR ALL THAT YOU HAVE MEANT
TO A TROUBLED WORLD AND WITH AFFECTIONATE PERSONAL DEVOTION,

MAX

282033Z
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January 29, 1944.

M OHANDUY FORs
diss Tully.

The President told me to send him
4 copy of the message {rom Lord Beaverbrook,
which is sttached, s he wishes to acknowleuige
it.

h5 sometiing to shoot &ty I suggest
the following:

dany thanks for your welcome
message of January twentyeighth.
I appreciate greatly the friendiy
sentiments and look forward to
continued association with you
in our joint lebors.

(Signea) ROOSEVELT.

@x 1
wi OWH .



28 Janmuary 1944

FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM LORD BEAVERBROOK.

I send you my warmeat good wishes for this and many birthdays to
follow enjoyed in health and happiness. With grateful remembrances as
ever for all thet you have meant to a troubled world and with affectinate
personal devotion,

MAX
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 23, 1044

P coocxof

MEMORANDUM FOR
THT UNDER BECRTTARY OF BTATE

To read and raturn.

F. n. n'

Fneoloaure

Let to the P. 2/22/44 from Halifax

re correction from the Foreign Office
in the tele. sent to the P. by the
Prime Minister on Polish-Soviet affairs,

Upon 1ts return, let. should be ven
to Admiral Wilason Brown for hig flles,

IECLASSIFIED
By Deputy Archivist of the EI.B.”,?]J

1 A
By W. J. Btewart I-;;;GFEB



OFFMIAL o
THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WABHINGTIN, D, C.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON L)

4 F\ T
\b“’"‘ \“ ¥a,
\* i
February 25, 1944

My dear Mlss Bechelder:

I return herewith the
letter to the President from
Lord Halifax dated Februsry 22
regarding corrections in the
Prime Minlster's cable No. 584
to the President dated Febru-
ary 20. Lord Hslifax's letter
waes sent to me with the Presi-
dent's memorandum of Febru-
ary 23.

With best wishes,

incerely yours,

£ c"-.s-_a:r}*/

Miss T. M. Baghelder,
The White House.
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE VA ¢

WASHINGTON

February 25, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR MISS GRACE G. TULLY

EURTECT: British Dollar Balances

VWhen I saw the President on February 22, I
discussed the attached memorandum with him. At
the time he approved the message on British dol-
lar balances to the Prime Minister. Inadvertent-
1y I did not leave the memorandum with him and
I return it herewith for your filles.

Pne.
Memorandum on Britis
Dollar Balances,
February 22, 1944




DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON
February 22, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

1. In connection with the attached, I am certainly
mindful of the political dangers inherent in the accumula-
tion by the British Government of very large dollar balences
as a result of the lend-lease program. However, may I re-
call certaln facts which may make a propoeal such as thie
one equlvocel at this time?

2. MNegotiations have been conducted with the Britiesh
on the termination of certailn lend-lease transfers which we
regard as embarraesing, and no longer neceseary. The Brltish
were assured by the Secretary of the Treasury and by Mr.
Crowley that the changee submitted on January 7 were all we
were going to undertake for the present, and that our pro-
posals were being made in the light of domestic political
gonsiderations, not British assets. The British have not
delayed these negotiatione. Research on certain items being
gubmitted wae not completed by the Forelgn Economle Admin-
igtration until the middle of January, and some important
iteme were not submitted to the British untll about Febru-
ary 1. It ie expected thaet the liste will be wound up by

March 1. At a meeting in my office on February 15, Mr.

Crowley told Lord Halifax 1t wae his thought that at the

conclusion



concluelon of the present seriee of negotiations, the British
lend-leace program could be stabilized in all major aspects
untll mid-Summer at least.

3. The question is more then one of embarrasement.
The present British doller balences must be consldered as
the only reserve for their growing financial commltmente, es-
pecially in the Middle East and Far East. An ordering of
their affaeirs which will reduce those holdings may gfavaly
weaken thelr machinery of war finance. Againet that back-
ground, the balances do not seem too high. Furthermore, they
have risen largely because of our troop expenditures, a
scurce of dollars which may well deocllne after the next few
months. If the British are to be able to cooperate with us
in multilateral solutions of trade and financial probleme,
they muet finish the war with enough asesets to carry through
such a program. Even as thinge etand now, it would be 4irfi-
cult for the Britieh to conslider unfreezing sterling at or
near the end of the war, or giving up many of their other
economie controls. If the financial eide of the war is run
in such a way as to keep British balances at or about §l
billion, we thereby reduce our chance to achieve the basic

economie polley we want and need,

Attachment:

Draft of letter from
the Presldent to the
Frime Minieter



éigk ?ra,llqth

DRAFT OF MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, COPY TO THE

FORETIGN SFCRETARY

May I ask your help in solving & troublesome problem
which iz of deep political concern both for you and for
us? Officers of our Government have lately discussed
with Lar; Halifax, Mr. Ben Smith and Sir David Waley the
possible termination of certaln lend-lease transactions
which we have found to be embarrassing, and no longer
necessary. Your people have, 2s I understand it, prompt-
ly agreed to take over the purchase of goods which cost
about £400 million in 1943. Final agreement on the whole
1list of articles i= expected soon, and the negotiations,
in view of their complexity, have gone very well.

Quite apart from these lend-lease negotiations, I
have been wondering whether it would be feasible for you
to consider so ordering your financial affairs as to re-
duce your gold and dollar holdings avallable to this
country to the neighborhood of about §1 billion.

What do you think should and can be done?

»,l -”'Q i ‘,1_U"



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 15, 1944,
MEMO FOR GGT:

The Secretary of the Treasury
called with reference to the attached
memo from Mr, Stettinius, protesting
against the sending of draft re dollar
balance to the Prime Minister, The
Secretary would like to see Mr, Stettinius
memo in order to have more background
before preparing draft of cable to the
P.M, on this subject, Is it 0.K,%

ajb
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Tt March 8, 1944,

MEMORANDUM FOR
HON, @, R, STETTINIUS, JR,

To read and return for my
filen,

FQD-R‘

(When returned it is to go to
Admiral Brown for his files)

réﬂhm 6@4r,4ua?h-#?thn,fﬁt*ﬂﬁ“.}

’q'r-‘;‘.:'('unr.ll -]_ﬁttrl'" 0 "",1!"1_!'1 '3""!_'_3'[-:'1_‘1'}"'!]'1‘}, FJ"‘:.]".E'I*'t,
from Hon. Ponald T. Camphell, 3»itish
*mbassy, Vashington, enclosing copy of a
ressage sent by the Prime Minister to
Marshal Tito, end a cony of Tito's renly,

Ant
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SOUTH EAST ASIA COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.

26¢h Mareh, 194 ﬁ(

Dear Mr, President,

You told ma to write to you from time to time and aince your
forces in my theatre have been doing so particularly well lately I falt I
should write to you briefly about thelr doings.

To bagin with, General Stilwell is hawing a really great
guocess in the Hukawng Valley. I have allotted to him the lion's share
in the aireraft supply dropping missions and this has onabled him to
push ahead with his Chineas forces without miting for the road to catch up.

I visited him at his Advanced Healquarters and went up to
the front with him and was moet impressed by all I saw.

I had allocated the American Long Hange Penstration Guroup
to Genersl Stilwell snd there is no doubt that it has been of the utmost
valus to him in going ahead and cutting the Jepanese lines of eommunication,
although this could more properly be called "Short Bange Penstretion®,

Ll

Wingate has now thres Brigades in Bumma whose funotion it ia
wmmmumﬂmnmnmmammuu
gonfident as I am that Wingate's operations will have a profound effect on
the future prospseta of success of the Ledo foros.

Tt was when I was visiting Armold in Washington af'ter the
Quebee Confersnce that I suggested to him the fomation of an Alr Conmando to
help Wingate, This new formation has proved the moat ungualified success
and has revolutionised jungle warfare, OColonsl Coshran and his Second in
Cosmand, Iieutenant Colonel Alison, have wade a really grand job of No. 1
Mr Commando, I sent two military cbasrvers to witnoas the fly-in of
Wingate's brigades. The British observer, Major Dunn, was killed; the
American cbserver, Lisutenant Oclonel Bellah, survived and has written &
most dramatic account of the fly-in, which I am taking the liberty of
snolosing, as it seems to me such A very vivid account, I think it ahows
the splendid spirit which exists between Winmte's and Cochran'a forces.

I also enclose an extract from an account from Adr Narshal
Baldwin whisch gives a vivid idea of how excellently air contrel of this
landing field was exercised by Alisom,

I have always been cautious in my elaims but cptimistle in
oy ocutlock of what could be done in Purma and as a result of Wingate's and
Cochran'a exploits I am aven more n?tiﬂ.ﬂin than I was,

I hear that we are going to get a lot more transport airoraft
and Air Commandos, I really feel we may be alble tc get a move on when we
have these, Without air transport and air supily we are tied to roads which
we have to build behind us across the most wild and desclate mountain jungle
I have ever ssen. Without overvhelming air support it would take years to
drive the Japaneae out of Burma,

-
g
:
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Page Two

It is not generally realised that the time to fly to
the 1hkth Army Headquarters at Comilla from Delhi is about six houra
and from Eandy to Comilla about aight hours so that I shall remain in
good touch with the Iurma front, Whan it comes to any other part of
my theatre, Kandy is of ccurae ireasurably neaver than Delhi.

I shall loave a smell Rear Hesdquarters in Delhi and
ahall of courss visit it regiarly myself,

Ihnpuynumkuupim;mllnﬂﬂuhugntam ir
you would give my kindest repards to Mra. Hoosevelt and Jimuy.

Youra very ainceraly,

The Prasident of the United States of Jmorica,
The White Houss,
Washington, D.C.

F.5. I have just received the shatiering news that Wingate is missing.

Ho was flying from Imphel to Sylhst in a B. 25 which orashed. The
_ search party were unable to identify any human remains so, unless he
escaped by parachute, I fear he is dead. I am, however, reporting him
as missing and hope that we shall succeed in making the Japanese think
ind and that he is roally alive and engaged on ansther

is indeed o blow to me, not only because I have made
personal friends withmnuinnumu‘bou,hﬁbgnmahammoftm
fwmlhwuﬂmmm:shthnmmmuthmghl
shnll do my very best to keep the enthusiasm at fever heat it is not so
mhhaithwnhrsuﬂmmmauolmtnknpthuhﬂt



SOUTH EAST ASIA COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.

so as not to confliet.

Ci LEEIFIED
£ MEND, 1778

'-_.' AT, DATE sEP 2 1 19?'3



THE PASSWORD WAS MANDALAY M
by )
18, Col, James ¥, Bellah, Inf, ﬁ 7/[.}&— (

This is how Phil Cochran and his gang flew the vanguard of Oenersl
Wingate's forces over the mountaine in bright moonlight and put it dewn
deep in the heart of Jap held Burma, This is how some =en died, but
hordes of men lived to strike a vital master stroke to save China and

to help Stilwell and Wingate conquer Northern Burma.

Beven months of back-breaking, mind-gearing worle snded abruptly
that last morning, Only hours were left - slow hours until take—off,
Jerry Dunn kept talking about denth and I kopt sbutting him up, He'd
e=ile and say: "If you talk about it, it won't happen,"

There were twe open spaces on the map: open spaces ringed with Jungle
and pountain, Let's call them Fifth Avenus and Bond Btreet, Nobody had
even been en the ground at elther plece - but there were photographs, The
troop-carrying gliders would atart down into those places shortly, and
the firet ones down would pop a red flare if they drow ecnemy fire - that
would warh all the endless succecdlng waves to turn back - only it wouldn't
= for enemy firs or no enemy fire thet red flare wouldn't be popped. Fifth
dverus and Bond Street had to be taken and held at all rosts becauss the
gliders nouldn't go back, The two ships, otripped bare to haul the heavy
loads, hnd barely gee enouch after relemse to fgot thomeselves back through
the hostile night miles. S0 1t wes agreed and so it wae known by overyone.
Hobody would fire the flare.

Tou would hit the ground and co into metlon and behind you in
wave after wave would come the meriern combat ensineors and mors
British troops and bulldoszers and graders and jeeps and oules to build
an alrport between dawn and duak, so that the next night ge troop—
carrying power plapes could fly in and start landing the army.

In the wast glider park thera were volces from Brooklyn and
Carclina, Iondon and the NHorth Country, Idiverpool, Texas and Nopal., But
nobody eeemed to have any nationality euddenly, Fhil Cochran must have
folt that complete loes of all the non-essontisls of 1ife, Ho closed
the triefing with "lonight you're going to find out you'we got A soul.
Bothing youlve ever done or nothing you mre ever poine to do counts now,
Only the naxt few hours, Good luckf,

Dunn and I lay down on the ground in the shade of m glider wing
while I loaded hie Tomgy sun clips with tracers, We wers first WAV,
Dunn tallked about his wife in Lenden, BEvery once ins while as he talked
the whole thing would surge up inside me like m dental aprointment when
I wae a kid, If it over breaks, it spatters like blood inte the outer
reachos of your soul — mAnd you run screrming, You heve to stop it and
when you do, you feel good inside, Damn good,

The time drew on, Dunn slapped mo lightly on the shoulder "Ses yau”
ha said and he walked back to his glider, Chaplain Marlin F. Kerstetter
camo by and we talked for A mimute, It was Sunday nizht, "As scon as
you take off" he said, "I's going back to hold my sorvico, but I'11 be in
the second wave,"

411 the rank - slim, Stratemeyer, Baldwin, 014, Wingate, Cochran and
Allieon were in a huddle, It was coming up on tioe, Our troops were lined
up to 5o aboard, Doc Tulloch, co-pileoting with John Alllson looked over
his medical equipment and euddenly Cochirna called a gquick, ccergency
briefing,
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Enge Two

"Welve got late afternocn reconnalssance photos. It looks as if
tha Japs have cbatructed Bond Gtreet, ae if they woere wiee - so we're
all golng to pile ints Fifth Avemue., alright - get goingl And just
remember the dope on Fifth dvenue - forsget all the rest,!

John Allison came over on the run — John is a fighter pilot tut ho
had checked out on gliders a few days bafore Just to make thie flight
for he i Cochran's second in command with thoe Job of making an airport
in twelve hours out of a jungle clesring. He got in and Doe Tulloch
erawled in beeido him, Magoffin and I climbed in and the detachment from
the Kinge Iiverpool Heglment under Wilson £iled in behind us. Everyons
of uns was in full flold kit and nrmed to the teeth with carbines,
tommy guns, plstols, knives and grenndes, Uminekl, with admirsble
enthusiasm had fitted n tomoy gun etock to an air cooled 30 cal
machine gun for hip and shoulder firing, 4 pirate crew, Wingata's
arzy and Cochiran's 4ir Commandos, in mottled cancuflage suite, with
broad brimmed rakish, paint dabbed jungle hata - moast of then with a
growth of rank beard, which seemed 4: be one of the few local conceits.
There was no excitement, no sager babbling to quist scresning nerves,
no bravado - for this was no quickly cocked wp rmid, Thie wne an army,
filling the great gliders row on rov buhind us = 2 force irn heavy strength
with hundreds of nilos of night flying ahoead of us over trackless jungle
and Jagred mountaine = night flying coopletely over e fornidable Jap
force to let down far behind 1t and to oporate on An extenslve ecele
in its renr, It wae history in the oaklinp,

The gliders are towed in prire on long ropes, Sesse was flying the
left glider in our tgw, He carried EBripedier "Mad Mike" Calvert with
most of one of the Erigafe etaffs sbomrd, OGround crews rigrod the ropes
ne our tow ship taxied out like a grent waddling duck. Weo wore belng
hocked in when the Doc touched oo and pointed ahwed, "First tow nir
bornel" - there 1t was clear of the troc tope in the late afterncon sun
with its two lusbering gliders wo-ving behind 1t, The second tow was
roaring down the strip raleing nn enormous dust cloud, strugoling and
howling for flying epeed, bouneiny slichtly, etraining, etralning and
then tearing free of the earth and ita own cloud of yellow dust and
conins into clear silhuuctte rbove the tree tops.

., ur glider Jerked and shudiered ae our tow shlp took up the slack
on the ropes., Then we began to move down the setrip into the éust. On both
sldes of the field the long line of troops were atill filing in endlosely to
£111 the other gliders bohind us. Suddenly as our tow ship came to full
throttle everything blotted out 4in the dust = everything but John Allison
at the controle and the faces of the men in the glider ~ & little bit
drawn at the mouth, a 1ittle bit tightened around the oyes, We were
racing to take-off, bouncing elichtly, stralning on the end of the long
tow rope, shouldering heavily for flyin, specd, 4dhead of us the great
tow ship wes up a few feat to the left and slightly ahend, Secse's
glider was air borne. So were we, with Allison besring down hesvily
on his right rudder, eweating over 1t and shouting direcctions to Doo
Talloch to trim ship. Wa came up over the tress fighting for altltude
and presently we settled into the long, slow, grind of wide circling
to zet our helght for the mountains ahend.

The soldier beside pe handed over hie nnps, "Will you cirele
Fifth averad with your pencil - welre the 3oad Strect party." Ewaryone
unelipped thelr safety belts and eased packe, The Doc and I went into a
huddle over the map and got Fifth dvenue lined in for everybody. Then
we settled to tha lo 7 flying hours ahead - long, eramped, sookeless
hours with God kmow what at the ond of then,

411 of that wvast activity that had becn arocund us for days, was
gone now, and we were alone, in the setting dssmm sun, It flooded the
glider and tinted the lnside of ita fabric with rose gold, It picked



Page Tiree

cut the red in the ctubby beards c¢f our party and shene in high lights on rifle
barrols &nd knife hilte, It wae quite glorious for n few minutes as

wa climbed for the meuntaine, then it faded inte the quick jungle purple

below and all of our faces were gonoe in the shadows of evenlng.

dhead then - all we could see was the blus blob of exhaust from tho
tow ship's starboard motor - the ship iteelf wne shrouded in haza, All
we could foel was the breathing of tightly pecked pen on either eide and
the animal shudder of the glider ms it swung inte the pron wash and
swung out agedn, werving rt oany olles per hour on its long annking tow
rope. All we eould hesr wre the thundering nolse of our thrust through
the air - gliders mre as nolsy s power planes.

Doc Tulloch touched ne, "Four thousand foet® and I looked at my
watch, We had been off for some time, with atill a very long tlne to
&%, The moon waes high over the elouds now = a great three quartor noon
- podpresently 1% broke through ite own eilver wesh into nngnificant
light mbove us and the bearded faces cnnme out of the shedows luto pele
1ife again,

"Saventy one hundred feet" Doc grinned emultantly, "That clears the
nountainel® Than in r moment wo F4 turbtulence and begen to kick around
and bounce like hell, Tho tow rops locped beck toward ue and essed over
our port wingz. Ws bumped up and swayed out to the richt end tha rope
anskod off etraight ahesd agnin townrd the flaoe of the tow ship's exhauast.
Wo wers alono ms far as we could soe, but we kmew that the rest of the
wave was behind ouwr sponr-noint - that the suecesding woves would take-off
on schedule as thelr timo came up - that the show wae on and that 1t would

£2 through,

¥Wo wore st eighty five hundred feet now and in n few ooments we were
acrogs the Burma frontier; with the nountailns behind us, Thore hed been
village lights dotting the way ms we croscod Asean, but once in eneny
held Buroa, the ground was complately blacked out, The thouzht flashed
through my =ind that if the Jene had even one night fighter pilot helf
a8 good as Cats Eyes Cunninghen, theat we could all be dome-in like sitting
birds, for we wore sneakins she invasion in without fightor cover snd in
unaroed ships = counting ontirely on mdncitr and surpriss, The moon was
vory bright and very high over Burnn, with its almost forgotten war, far
eway from the rest of the world mnd wory unimportant to nillions of
people. If we died - was £t worth the sacrifics? Purely scadenie thinking
= all thinking is, once you are committed to action, But suddenly
from it the whole remson behind all of the war wee as cloar as & bell
atroke. For centurles oy part of the world has dresmed and thought mnd
worked and foucht for povornoeant owned by the individual - And to some
oxtent has attalned that ideal = and therofore dead or alive the
individual doesn't count excent insofer me he attempts Ly all hie acts
to maintain that individual ownership! That'e whet John Allison and
the Doe and Magoffin and all the thousnnds of =en behind us were doing
up here and out here tonight - ceintaisning individual ownership - and
the thinking stopped me if a door had closed on it with A loud crash.

John turned hie head and shoutsd "The Irawsddy Riverl " We crossed
it and paseed witkin a few nilea of a Jnp eirfield and for nimatea
afterwards all of us who could, plastered our faces to the windows
wrtching for tracers or pursult avintion, But they let us through that
bottlaneck - they must have thought us & nisht bombing miesion in force.

Thors was & "right fire presently far off to the right of us on

high ground and somelody passed the word thnat wo were mherd of schodule
= God blees tall winds on nights liko thisl
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"Targes in twenty rl-utea,t A11 of ns in that glider cane alive

= broke from our tig.i-packed, eram-lecked huddlas, 1te snicked

sharply as carsridzes snopped ints chanbers, Hangers on pletols erashed

back and slid home agiin, Men dtraiphtencd and got thoir packs

adjusted - heavy Jungle packs that would carry us out tho whole way on

foot if need bo, The word paseed Sor safety “elts and the catches clicked to,

Ahead, the tow ship banked lac'ly and sudéenly John Allison mnd the
Doc called out together, "Lishts - they've got the mmdges 118l" The
first plider was alresdy down thom = und there was no red flere, Half
way argund in the bank, Allison hit the cut-off at a thousand feet and we
ware gliding fres, coming in sharply for a laméing in commlete darkness,
Beene's glider was free beeldo us and sl 1ghely ahend, Here we g0 -
packed to the gunrds - with ng powor tut gravity to brins us in. Hera
wé 50 into a blind oliaring at bett:r then r hundred milee an hour,
howling down the nizht wind, doep in ths heart of eneny territory, with
A whole Jap aroy Between us atill and our followlng waves = with 1ittle
John Allison Tighting the controls and oo Mulloch ealling cut his
altitude and his f1lying speed to hin, Trees - and wa're over them! The
lights - and they've shot pmat under usl A long flat ahadowland shead
and we flatten for it, level off, sink toward it, strike it and bounca,
The skide tear into 1t and the dust “Slots s out, streening behind us
acroas the clearing like the tail of a motesr, Then suddenly we havo
mung slishtly right asd stoppod and the docrs fly open Ang thoe seecurity
party ie off on the run, fanning ous sn a nerimeter of 360 - moving
toward the jJungle that is all around us Ane that may burst into shattering
onary fire at the next breath,

" ideral

another tow ship ia over us with its gliders cus off, You can ses
them over the distant trees, losing altltude faat, diving towards ua,
helpless to turn “ack cr %o ;o on verond thair glide - howling down into
the clearing with thei- heavy losfls - onwe of then with danth reaching
Tor it, It bamks silchtly * fore it guite clenra tha treces nad m split
second leter thore ism m splinterin, crushing thunferclap echuing across
the night silencea mnd the glider la ;ona, We otart p party toward tho
edge of the Jungle, running townrd the eound of the crash, presing the
word back for the doctor, Paddy birdy chirp sloapily in their nests
and the moon is still hich and white mbove - but in there, somswhers
deep in the tangled growth, thors in nathing Lut eilenco, Wo out in
part way and call - but no acewer comea bock, We elrcle down n figh tail
in the clesring and call nzain., No anewer — and not a scund - taut the
roar of more motors overhend and ths sliclng vigh of two more pliders
cut free - and again two more - wL.il the air above sesns full of thom for
a moment,

The word is pagaed et the lulléasers arc not down yet - nlowed
ground anf btuffalo wallowe and £ logz or twa hawe trken wheels off some
of the landed gliders - all hanis to marhandle then and clear the 1
space for the gliders conming in, Hreryboly turns to on the digabled
shine, horseing and fuzring Tranticelly to get thenm out of the wny. But
a big glider with one whoel off ‘g n helpleas thing and a darmed thing
to move, "Turn her por: wing to the north, then and kesp her red wing
#1p light onl Lay on the next ons. Faavel BHere cozes another tow",

Fifty men sticln pt the wreck Tut ghe toesn't tudge, Skids dug

in, "Haul up sn the wing — hald her shoulder high - around with her tail,
Bweat, you blonters — lmy onli?



Pace Five

"Glidersl®

Two Dore are howling down over the troes, roaring toward the
congestion. One of the two sees it in tine, eochs over it with the
last of its spead and plows in eafely Just beynnd, BPat the other
erastos head on and welds two gliders into a ball of serap. BScremns
tear tho aight and the wrecker crew clmws into the wreckage with bare
hanie to get at the injured, A British sur/eon is alrendy inelds Zoing
ponething under a flashlight, sooething quite frightful with hie loukrie
after his morphine has stilled the scresming.

And there ie & gquilet North Oountry wolce in theore "Don't move Do
= thip is where I hit - and this ip where I die.” and sonetody's daomed
good sergeant goes out on the tlde.

You don't have herces in arnies mny Dore, You Just have men,

John Allison was chanminge the lipghts, re-rigcing thon with Magoffin
to give the following gliders a better runway to come in on. Indefatigalle
John tearing all over the lot on his short legs - no longer the fighter
nilot or the glider pilot = but the airnort waneger = eweating hinself

80Z5Y .

Brigadier Celvort had hie cormend post set up in the Junsle edge
and his security patrols out in all directions, SQuiet Calvert - with
his soft Inglish volce neeking the post oivilized of killere, OGtringr
Shttleworth desp in the Buroa Jungles, unshaven, but with hie poliehed
oonocls stuck firely in hie left ere = well-tread Junsle stalker.

The first, short ranme groundi patrols were back now = no eneny.
There had been one fistant shot = lut thors was no eneuy in force as yet.
John Allison had the landing stripe laid out scain to avold the wrecked
gliders and the lights re-rigned for the sceond wave, In the pause
betwean, Doc Tulloeh sot up his dressing station and it begman to fill
up. Men hoblled in singly and Letween two pals. Men were carried in
on strotchers. There was mo sound from then, There eelfiom is after
the first shocked scresmm, Across the field, the British surgocn
fought all nigzht to save two men - mnd lost with the dmwn light - and
that angered him for he had fought well.

The bresther woe over and ajain the roer of tow ships filled the
night skise - and ajain the Fliders swonped in two by tws - one with a
tulldoger aboard to mise the etrip in the darknees mnd to dive heallong
betwoen two troes that berely clesrsd the fusslage, to take off both
winge and howl onward into the clear with the purdercus ulldozer torn
looge ineide to slam onward unhinging the nose, heaving pilot and
eo~pilot up into the nir, ricocheting out under them and letting the
two nen drop back wnimrtl

Thers was now enough of a securlty party down to hold that clearing
for thirteen dsylight hours - the thirtoen hours necessary for the Conobat
Engineers to make an airpert for power ships, sc Allison got on the radio
and stopped the final waves of gliders.

¥ith the first fish-belly light, the “ulldozere began to growl and
the Engineers were at it, groding and filling, levelling off lmmmocks,
outting the rank buffalo grass, hauling disabled gliders under the treas.

4 British eaptain hobiled in oz a broken foot, He had found his
way in from a desp .mnsle crash with hle sergeant weeving along behind
hinm = both of them dmszed, Iws more nen were alive in that crash they
snid, so Do Tulloch got the position from the captain and nachete in
hand apd streteher-bearers Gehind hin he started mcross the clearing to
eut his way in to find tham,



fare Six

Ll

Word ocame over from the rihar cloaring station that thore would
a burial of Bdtish and Amogloar. shertly bocmise the Jackals wers alrendy
howling - the first time I have over heard thom howl in daylight. There
was a burial ir one grave regardlese of rank or hation, with John Michael
Matthew, the little Burmesc Ohaplain froz Rangoon diccese attached to
the Eing's, remding the sorvice and cveryons fervently following in the
Lord's prayer - with motors high in the air suldenly ut nobedy looking
up or moving to take cover until the rough wooden eross was planted and
the last spadeful of earth was iz - then seattoring in all directions,
Bat 1t was only our top eavor, crulsing far above, during the daylight
hours, according to careful plan,

A1l through the forencon thu engineers tolled in the gatharing heat,
Doe Tullbeh was back empty handed, Tha captain with the broken foot had
been too dazed to keep his direntlons straight, Doc got another sot of
dirsctions from the injured sergeant and went in again, But again the
directions were wrong and again Tulloch came out ampty handed and deond-
beat with cutting through jungle growth for upward of ten miles.

Brig Calvert roughed in the casualty list as it wae known to us and
a8 we could guees it farther fron known factoras of miseing gliders and
suddenly it was amnzingly small Ter what 1% had purchased., In another
six hours thousands of trocpe would pour in in powor ships om this alrport
of ours ~ that some of the first wave men had disd o BE0UTE,

There wae the huz of 1light =otors in the gy suddenly and over ‘the
trootops ceme the tiny plancs of Major Rebord, Jaunty, frail and insolent
in their perfect formation, Thuy hae como moross the vast anamy~held
terraln at tree—top level, with belly tanks to get the= there -~ the
Maytez Helldivers osae to taks out the injured. e ot one of them to
erulee the Jungle and located Do-'s crash, He btrought in the exact
bearing, We shot the mzimuth and cut into the rank prowth of Jungle
and after an hsur of it, we found tha crpel, Two mep had survived it
and wo got them oust. Jorry Duun wne in there = %o stay. 5o were the rest.
He had been wrong - jou muctn't talk sbout 14 = you mustn't think about it,
When you have an appeintmeat in Seascs, you will keep it, whather wou
talk or not,

The dmerican Ergineers toiled on throughout the long, stoaming
afterncon, smoothing the strip for the power ships, longthening 1t -~ znking
the alrport. Their officer lay in thore 4n that jungle orash with the rest
of them = the third officer they heve lost wo dnte, EEverytime we got
a Job in Burma we lose an officer"., They stond around for a nDonent,
helploss, bewilderod, sngry foep inaldc thonealvan, then young Brackatt,
the last lleutenant they had, seld "0.%, — two mors hours of daylight,

Oat goingl®

The Contat Enginecra - ghfvole and machine guns and all the toughest
Joba in war to do - tut with the holy fives of gomething in-their sculs
to earry them on with it - samething *het tnly a combat eagineer can
understand - and nobody slae noed try to,

Tho man was low, sinking ‘o th: tree tope end ithe rhadoum woro
pooling deep across the clesring - 4hag clearing far in cnemy territory
- 80 far that when you loolked at it on map you 8till couldn't quite
believe that you ware thare. Be* you wers - and it was no longer onomy
territory = 1t belonged to usli It waa an alrport, rlnged now with onough
men to hold it fo. the tizae shat wro left %0 walt - teat lighted for the
troop-carrying power ships ns the sun went down - and the lights workod.

A wrecked glider wan tho coubrel tower - John Allison was rerdy in
it, with his comtrol raillo,



Page Soven

A1l that air strip noeded was a aano, Then suddenly 1t didn't need
A naoe, It hal oany names - names from Bronklyn and Carslins, Iondan

and the North Country, Liverpool, Texas ane UePal - nanes of the nop

who had paid off to make it, Men who wore thoro with 1t doep in the
Burna jungle - who would stay thers with it forever, watching cvor 1it,

There was n notor roar far up the ovenin: sy = the first of tho
troop ships. They cane in ana eircled for Allieocna green landing bean
and got 1t, roarin: down in Johnson landinge; taxing of f the strip to
diszorge the amy, Thoy camu in faster than they ever could at La Guardias
field = sne after another, cireling, sutting in their landing lights,
roaring down on the lighted strip. You could eount far awhilo; then
you loet count, and you asked somoone and the fizure was unbeliovnble
= Ani 1t still ie 1F you will lock it up in the sfficial rocords,

Goneral Wingate's Armyl And Fhil Cochran and hie gang flew it
over the mountains in the bright moonlight and put it down doop in the
heart of Jap held Burna - and the Tassvord was Mandalay,

& S g



Extract from Air Marshal Baldwin's letter
to the Alr Commander=in=Chief, South East

Asin of 10th Margh, 194k

At Gensral Wingato's advanced airfisld (200 miles inside
the Japanese linas_]l control was magnificent and it might have been a
civil airport running under peacetime conditiona. I firat located
the strip by an airoraft taking off and a second tock off as we
approached; wo ware glven a green as we came into the eolrecuit and
landed straight-away. The Ceptain was at once sipnalled by torches
and led to.his pen without any danger of collision from obstacles
on the ground, or other aircraft., As he moved in, the prior cotupant
was moved out; we turned round within seven minutes and in thin
period a further two aircraft had taken off, We were then held
up while three aircraft came straight in without having to orbit and

' all were led to their pens with equal effloienoy. ' As we olsared
the flarepath talinp=off another aireraft was aoccepted and was already
committed to its final approach.

I cannot speak too highly of the drill and crganisation
displayed at thias airport. Guides had besn ssleocted and trained from
the peraomnel of the Rsgiment who hu.d arrived in the initial glider
llnﬂiug.

I feel that this control, both at the home and advanced bases,
is the major issue when conducting any future oporations of this noture.
With regard to the ocontrol at the homs base, the Commanding '
Officer had got this woriced out to the most minute detall. His system
of dividing the strip into two equal halves so that aireraft toock off
alternatively, firat north then south, worked without a hmitch and
cortainly got rid of the dust bogey. By oo doing, the rumwey north
was completely olear for No. 5 to take off by the time No. 2 had
departed south.

Hizs organisation of the pens and his system of numbering was
susch that he could immediately substitute an aircraft to take the place
of any one that went unserviceable or was delayed due to difficulty with
its carge, I think I am right, however, in saying that laat night
only in cne case wes an aireraft prevented from taking off due to carpge
diffioulties. In this case it was yot agnin a mule which broke awy
on the ramp and insiasted on juwmping on the aileron.

Our Transport Squadrons put up a first class show and I think
this is true of both British and American, Our creva were in exceptionally
good heart, although last night was the fourth night for all and in
cartain cases the fifth night of opérations., Svervbody last night did
two trips bar the few who went unserviceable.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHTNGTON

aprfl 20, 194L.

HROPANDUY FOP THE PRFSIDENT

Subject: Telegram frorm Mr. Landis Perarding
the Prasent Political Crisis in Fevnt.

Ne"erence is made to Lelegram no. 971, Anril 20, noon
addressed to vou by Mr. Landis repsrdins the nresent political
cisis in ¥eynt.

The nature of this ecrisis mav be surrarized briefly as
follows:

The King of Feynt has informed the British Ambnssador that
he desires the dismissel of Nahes Pascha, the nwegent Pripme Yintater
because of alleged at emnts on the nart of the Prime Minister
te undermine the ¥ing and on account of the allepad acorruntinonp
of the vresent regime. The FNing nronosed the establishrent of
a govermment headed Ly the wTesent Chief of the Poval Cabinet.
The British Ambassador notified his Govermment of this develon=
ment and received a message from ¥r. Churchill stztins that this
metter is of such importance that it must he submitted tn the
British Cabinet and instructing the British Ambasssdor to ranuest
the ¥ins not to take any aetion whiech rirht disturb the existing
situation. .s may be noted, the British Arbaessador informed
the King of Mr. Churchill's recuest.

It may be noted th=t, in the telerram under raferance,
¥r. Land®s states that he assumes that this Government has 2iven
consideration to the question of consult®ns with the Brit!sh
Govermment in regurd to the political crisis in Trvpt, Trvnt
g within en area of nrimary British military responsibility.
Furthe™more, the British Government has u treaty of close rili-
tarv allience with Fevpt. 1Tn as much as the de“ense nf Fevnt ia
a nrimary British vesnonsibility, it 1s conatdered that in view
of the security angle, the nrasent Fevptian political erisis 1a
of orimary concern to the British Govermment rather than to this
Covernment. It is believed, therafore, thut wecent develonrents
in Trynt, at their present atsce at least, need not be Aiscussed
with the British by this Government. Since it 1s the nrimary
military responsibility of the British it 1s considered that
the British should assume the initiative in dea'ins with the
oresent crisis.

C.H.

Fnelosure:
Paranhrase of telegram no.
973, Anril 20, 1944, noon,
from Cairo.

J’ﬁ‘l:‘? tertey _:i’ﬁ'fnf - Ltat. Al'-f,ﬁf 54(:(:-:..: 24"#.)



PARAPERASTE OF TELRCPAM FECEIVED
=

Feagr

FROM: AMLEGATION, Cairo.
TO: Seoratary of State, Washingston.
DATED: April 20, 1944, noon.

INUMBFR: 977

U. 8. UFCENT

FROI! LANDIS FOR THE PRESIDENT AND THE SECRFTARY OF
STATE.

il [ PTTE000 L,

Last night King Farouk insisted on e=lline on re
in seocret at my home in order to Afscuss the nolitiecal
crisis which has ar'sen in Fgvnt. The ¥inr has been
sndeavorineg to ret in touch with me ever since last
Friday; however, I was on a wvislt to Iran. The King
provided me with copies of his communication to the
British Ambassador and the verbal renly from ¥r. Churchill
which the British Ambassador had given him. The King
also stuted that it is his determinstion to brins to 2
head the "ssue between the Prime }MTnister and himself
even though it might result in the exile and foreced
abdication of the King.

The reply of Mr. Churchill states that the guestion
is to be considered early in the week bv a special meeting
of the Var Cabinet. Tn thia resly the Kinec 13 requested

to refrain from anv violent uction in the reantime. The

manly

DECLABSSIFIED
State Dept. letter, 1'11-?'1912

By /f)ﬁ'/) Date FEB‘H
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enly continues to stute thot Mr. Churchill hus inatrueted
the British /imbasssdor to take all nosaible atens to rake
sure that the Fgvptlan Prime Minister refrain ecually from
asction of this kind. The S»itish Government nlmost
assuredly would line itself up arainat hichever narty
might be the Tirst one to strike.

As already you know it is a dorestic issve which has
arisen between the Prime kinister and the Kine. However,
it 15 an iasue which mav have repercussions in the entire
Middle Rastern area. The interview “high T hsd with the
Kins wes entirely of a personal cheracter, and the King
raqﬁesteﬂ deliberately nothing more than nersonal friendahin
on my part. Tt is assumed thet as a wesult of renorta
recardine the erisis received from the Leration the question
of eonsulting either in London or in Washington with the
British Govermment prior to action on the nart of the British
Government has been considered and that the nossibilities of
the situation have been studied with ras ect to the vesnon-
8ibility which the Government of the United St tes may eon-

sider itself to assume or not to asawume.

KIFK
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CABL THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM
10 —— AND
ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD (N tmerica ] f7  Commercial FOR ALL OTHER INQUIRIES
Cables and Radie Cables CALL
"¥IA COMMERCIAL" — \S‘ ‘ DEcatur 4300
Mickay e Radio

DUPONT CIRCLE BUILDING, 1332.1334 cann:c-rlcuf";irmuﬂan.#.”M&umu. D. e

THE FOLLOWING TELEGRAM was npcoivee  YIA COMMERCIAL"
JB81 VIA CIAL G158 LONDON 174 BG 825P 10 =

THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA WASHN=

FoORM COC-Rd-WH-LOHG
i

| AM GREATLY MOVED MR PRESIDENT BY THE TERMS OF THE MESSAGE
WHICH YOU HAVE BEEN SO KIND AS TO SEND ME ON THE OCCASION OF MY

BIRTHDAY STOP THE DESTINIES OF MANKIND HAVE INDEED ENTERED ON
AN HISTORIC HOUR STOP | AND MY PEOPLES ARE DEEPLY CONSCIOUS OF

THE NEVER FAILING SYMPATHY AND SUPPORT WHICH THE PEOPLE OF THE

UNITED STATES HAVE EXTENDED TO US IN THE YEARS OF PERIL THROUGH
WHICH WE HAVE PASSED STOP AS OUR NATIONS STAND SHOULDER TO
SHOULDER IN THE VANGUARD OF THE GREAT STRUGGLE WHICH WILL FINALLY
FREE THE WORLD FROM THE MENACE OF SLAVERY IT 1S MY CONSTANT
PRAYER AND CONFIDENT HOPE THAT THE BONDS BETWEEN THEM TRIED IN
THE FIRE OF DANGERS JOINTLY ENDURED AND JOINTLY SURVIVED WILL
LINK THEM INDISSOLUBLY IN THE HIGH TASK OF BRINGING TO MANKIND
THE BLESSING OF PEACE STOP IT IS IN THAT BELIEF THAT | ASK You

MR PRESIDENT TO ACCEPT MY WARMEST THANKS AND PERSONAL GREETINGS
STOP =

GEORGE RI =
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The Right Homarable lLord Beaverbtwool,
Lord Privy Seal,
Gwydyr House,
Whitehall, S.¥.1
England,



From: Lord Beavertrook.

Bogbyr Honse,
T hitehall, S.00.1.

21st June, 1944,

Dear Mr, President,
A few days ago 1 found a collection of Roosevelt papers
suitable for the Hyde Park collection.
I am sending them with this letter in the hope that
you will accept them and give them & place there,
You will see that most of them relate to land titles.
One Roosevelt, however, bought a black woman nawed Judith, but
he only made a payment on account.
We are all thrilled by the American advance on Cherbourg.
The Prime Minister spent most of last nigzht in the
DEaP-TO0W « He gave us & fine plcture of the hope in cays to come.
We are very much under the spell of the flying bomb
at the moment. We expect the rocket shortly.
The explosives silence the voices of critlieism and
complaint. Politicel issues die down when the war comes to London.
The House of Commons could be closed up for & month, for
all the impression on the nation that body will make in the
immediate future.

I hope you have good news of your boys. It must be a

constant preoccupation with you.

And with wy admiration and devotlion,
Yours ever,

e
The President, _
White House, Washington,D.C.
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OFFICIAL BUSINESS—GOVERNMENT RATES ober 2, 1944

COPY ars 18—8481
Lord Beaverbrook

Basil O0'Connor who is Chalrrman of the Armerican Ted Croszs

and my verv old friend will be in London =ometime thia weel. .
much that 1t will be nossible for vou to see him. TFecards

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVFLT

\é%f:“:‘ (:'.".-{" 'r ‘:‘J‘-f’f“.ﬂl‘f:/;f‘r;f V-VU./}?
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF

WASHINGTON 25, D, C,

kaww-ﬂm;f‘?‘/‘/-

MIMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Attached herewith is the citation proposed by the
Joint Chiefs of Staff for the award of the Army Dietinguished
Service Medal to Field Marshel Sir Johm Dill. It is suggested
that you release this with some such personal comment ag the
following:

"I am deeply distressed to learn of the death
of Field Marshal Sir John Dill whom I regarded not only
a8 a great soldier but as & most important figure in
the remarkable accord which has been developed in the
combined operations of our two countries. In deploring
bis loss and expressing our sympathy to his Government
and to his widow, Lady Dill, I have directed the award
of the irmy Distinguished Service Medal to him, with
the following citation: n

D. LEAHY,
Chief of Staff to the
Commander-in-Chief
of the Army and Navy.



10/31/44

PROPOSED CITATION FOR DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MEDAL

While serving as Chief of the British Joint Staff Mission to the
United States and Senior British Representative on the Combined Chiefs of
Staff from December, 1941 to the hour of his death, Field Marshal Sir Johm
Greer Dill, K.C.B., G.C.B., C.M.G., D.5.0., rendered a distinguished service
to the common cause of the Allies. In the conferences in Washington, and
at Casablanca, Quebec, Cairo, and Teheran, his services were of first im-
portance in securing the necessary cooperation between the British and
American military forces as represented by their Chiefs of Staff.

The good will and concert of action which have characterized the
combined achievements of the Allied forces must be attributed in an important
measure to his integrity of purpose, his freedom from prejudice and his self-
less devotion to the common cause, together with the warm humanity which
characterized all his actions. Possessed of these rare qualities, Sir John
D11l made an enduring contribution toward the victorious conclusion of the
war and also to that harmony of purpose which is essential to our security

in the years to come.
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Dacenber 6, 1044,

baar Ldeardpe

1 am eorry, 1 %o lesrn from you
that Ronnle bell is belng moved away from
Washington and I shall miss a lot.

Ag you know, he was here as a rather
Junior Secretary in da % of the firat World
#ar. I am sure, however, t his new berth

in the Poreign Office will give him an excelleamt
opportunity 4o us all a lot of good.

I shall be back in about a week amd
I hope to see you thea.

Always sincerely,



BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINCTON, D.C.

4th December, 1944,

PRIVATE:

Dear Mr. President,

I am writing to tell you that I
had a telegram from Anthony Eden yesterday, to
say that they want to move Ronnie Campbell to
take charge of the near Bastern Department in
the Foreign Office, in place of Petersen who
has gone to Ankara.

Anthony had thought of sending
Ronnie to Warsaw, but the way Polish affairs
have gone has not made that possible; anyhow
for the present,

We shall be very sorry to lose
Ronnie here and I shall miss him a lot. It

will/
The Honourable
Franklin Delano Roosevelt,
President of the United States,
The White House,
Washington, D.C.



-2= BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINCTON, D.C.

4th December, 1944,

will be useful having him in the Foreign Office,
where he will be touching a good many things with
reactions on this side, and where his knowledge and
viewpoint will be useful.

He is to be replaced in two or three
months time by Jock Balfour, now No.2 to Clark Kerr
in Moscow. You may know him, He was here under
Ronnie Lindsay.

I hope you are having some good days
away from Washlngton and that they are being a
holiday. We have just got back from a week in
Iowa, Wisconsin and Chicago which was, I think,
useful. I have come to the conclusion that when

all else leaves me, I shall apply for an Iowa farm!

Yours very sincerely,
B
.I.\"'\ ~
\ Pf
..-“"r-'-r._._ G
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BY SAFVE HAND.

The Honourable
Franklin Delano Roosevel
President of the Unif
The White House,
Washington,-

/T atiffe



= W

P o o e

{-Hf ._.f' '.)-1‘.- ;‘_4- 1‘./'

rmm m

mm ;s
a
il i

m-u
m

m Wm. m
Lidi b

um -

9, 1944,

.
m .
.-.nh
- g

i
i mm m mm
TR
g i mm “m
hm i)
n... f & _;L
3 :., 3
« A8 ‘mm
B
b1y

Ky best %o you,

Esep up the ghod work!



[

SOUTH EAST ASIA COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.

20th Noveaber, 1944

Ihﬂhlthrltﬂ;nlhinﬂtmniuuhfm,mm
terribly inundsted you would be with eongratulatory messages. However,
Ilnrulthnumut:mﬂudmnu.mmmhmmh
m“-n;lnﬂmfﬂulhhu-—md, it is my privilege to write
and offer you my most heartfelt eongratulations oo your re-sleetiom.

Itnkultr“dmﬂrfmtuumhhmm
huintmﬂhhlulmh;,uunn:mm-nmnfuuu
of confidence.

to the way Stilweil led
Hﬂﬁﬂmrwnmmmhﬂthwm.
May I pay that I consider he thoroughly well earmed the K.C.H, for
which I reccemended him,

anuum:hlwthm:umnutahnhm;ﬂq
anmmhm;Mmuwgmm-amm;nh.nuw.
indieeted to me to be in mecordance with your wishes.

I am making every effort to eerape together suffiecient foreces
u-mmumwumnmmmuumunrlmm
craft and lending ships you and the Uombined Uhiefs of Staff cen see
your way to letting me have. I think I mey truly say that everyene in
the Commend has kept their teils well up, in spite of our ennusl
October disappointments in the way of resourees.

I am so glad that you have sppointed Lisutenant General R.a,
Wheeler to be my Deputy. We all love and trust him snd I am sure that
he and Lieutesant Genernl D.I.Sultan and my Commanderg-in-ihief between
them will help to ralse the good feeling between the British end Americes
hrmnhthhthutnhﬂumhighlmluﬂuuhmrhuuwl
atteined.

Lieutennnt General Leese hes slveady arrived and has taken
mmmmm:nﬁu-mt—qw.

The death of Mdr Chief Marshal Leigh Mallory whem flying out
to teke over the air commend has been o bi blow to me, but I have
o doubt that the Chief of the Adr Staff will
and aggressive Commander-in-Uhief to take

I a2 most sorry to be losing Admiral Fraser from the Bouth st
Asis theetre, ss he has been a very geod friend to me; however, I am
certein that Vice Admiral Power will do very well in commsnd of the mew
hthlh-ﬂntﬂiuhﬂllwﬁquﬂiwmmm.

remember me to Mra. Roosevelt and to Harry snd Jimsy

Pleage
if they are with you. s
% n . »
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

December 27, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Desire of British Government to

n Assist in
Re-equipping the French Air Force

A communication has been received from the
British Embassy relative to the desire of the British
Government to make an immediate offer to the French
authorities to assist in re-equipping the French
Air Force. A copy of the communication in question
is attached herewith.

As indicated in the British aide memoire, the
specifiec proposal now advanced was considered by
the Joint Chiefs of Staff. Admiral Leshy informed
the Secretary of State that "from the military point
of view there is no objection" to the British pro-
posal whereby the British would undertake to equip
certain French air units.

The "certain French air units" referred to in
Admiral Leahy's letter are the same as those de-
scribed in the attached aide memoire.

The British attach importance to proceeding with
this matter as soon as possible and in view of the

concurrence of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, it is recom-
mended that we notify the British that we approve.

The que

stion of our supplying equipment for French
land forces, which was the main subject of Admira
Leahy's letter under reference, i i

ng dealt
in a separate memorandum.

Enclosure:
From British Embassy.



DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

AIDE MEMOIRE

His Majesty's Government are very anxious to make some
positive move towards the French authorities about the
future of the French Air Force. During his recent visit
to Paris, the Prime Minister undertook to do his best, after
consultation with the United States Government, to help in
meeting General de Gaulle's request for the re-equipment of
the French Land Forces. The possibility of supplying British
equipment for this purpose in being examined but it will in-
evitably take some time to formulate and agree proposals with
the United States Government. In the meantime His Majecty's
Government would like, 25 a token of their interest and good
will, to make an immediate offer to the French authorities
to help with the re-equipping of the French Air Force.

2. His Majesty's Government desire to know whether
the United States Government agree to their opening techni-
cal discussions with the French authorities, in the course
of which they would offer to provide and maintazin the air-
craft, and to train the personnel, for the squadrons men-
tioned in the British proposals on policy for the equipping
of the forces of the Western European Allies (Paragraph 8 of
the enclosure to CCS. 653). For convenience of reference
the approprizte extract is enclosed. The supply of additional
aireraft without any undertaking to replace them or to train
personnel to man them, would be considered when the time
arises. This offer would, of course, be without ?rejudice
to the wider issues raised in the British Embassy's Aide
Memoire of August 19th at present under examination by the
State Depariment.

3. In the absence of any agreement with His Majesty's
Government it is to be feared that the French authorities
will start constructing German-type aireraft to which their
plants are already adapted.

DECLASSIFIED .
By Authority uf_Q'z.‘&"aﬁﬁ—- 4. The French
o,/ 2

By ﬁ#ﬁ nate__ EER 14 1972




P

/

el

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

e

. The French suthorities are understood to have
approached the State Department as well as the Foreign
Office for authority to send missions to the United States

and the United Kingdom for the purpose of acquiring the
right to manufacture aircraft and equipment under licence.
His Mejesty's Government intend to welcome this mission

go far as they are concerned.

Britieh Embasey
Washington, D.C.
December 12th, 1944

DECLASSIFIED

By Authority of ﬁ:‘ Lt
j L lrar L 2] /2

By_LHPL " pato_ FEB 14 1972




DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

Extract from C.C.S. 653

(8) The British Chiefs of Staff would be pre-
pared to provide for the following from British
sources. The 2 columns below show:-

(1) Those squadrons probably remaining
immediately after the defeat of Germany.

(2) The build-up during the following

12 months.
(1) (2)
Squadrons Squadrons
France 2 H.B.Sgs. 4 H.B.S8gs.
5 8.E.F. 10 S.E.F.
1 G.R. 2 G.R.
1 F.B. 1 F.B.
2 Transport 2 Transport
- R )
Jes 33-1qy

I1-)§-72 35



January 11, 1945.

Dear Edward:-

Ever so many thanks for telling
me about that mew film. I am goimg to try to
see it, if it is convenient to you, mext
Tuesday evening.

1 count on seeing you before I
1..".-

AhS ever Jours,

The Right Homorable
The Earl of Halifax,
British Eabassy,
Washington, D. C.



BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINCTON, D.C.

8th January, 1945,

Dear Mr. President,

I have just had flown over to me,
the new film - "Henry V.", produced by some
of our people in England and, I think, in
colour, This was sent to me as a token of
gratitude from the producers for my having
managed to get one or two of their people
home quickly on their ship/ It has not been
released yet, but I am told is really first
class, and I am wondering whether you would
care to have me send the film down to you any
evening at the White House to see? It would
be available any night except the 13th.

I am told I really can safely
recommend 1t to you without any misgivings.

May/

The Honourable
Franklin Delano Roosevelt,
President of the United States,
The White House,
Washington, D.C.



BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINCTON, D.C.

1-2-
8th January, 1945,

May I, without presumption, say
how admirable I thought your message to the
Congress was on all the general and Inter-
national side? I am sure it will have done

much good over in England and, I have no

doubt, here,

Yours very sincerely,



BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINGCTON, D.C.

14th January, 1645,

Dear Mr. President,

I am arranging to have the film sent down to
you for Tuesday.

I saw it last night, and 1t certainly is a
remarkable production as regards its photography and
colour, variety and quality. But it 1s pretty stiff
Shakespeare, and I should doubt whether it would have at
all a popular appeal here, though it appears to have been
very well received in England. I should be afraid that
the idea with which it starts off about Henry V's war being
the personal fancy of the King would confirm many of your
countrymen in their worst suspicions of British policy to-day!

I shall very much look forward to seeing you
before you start off on your Odyssey. I am going off
myself on Sunday next, after going up to New York for a
night this week with Oliver Stanley, who proposes to make
a speech about Colonisl Policy. I will accordingly get
in touch with Pa Watson, and will find out from him what

may be possible for you. =
Yours very sincerely,/ ,

The Honourable | Aens] .

FraBklin D. Roosevelt
resident of the Thited States,
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Dated January 19, 1945

Rect'd 10 p.ms

Secretary of State
Washlngton

US URGENT

680, Nineteenth

Reference Embassy's 6609, Elghteenth

Following is full official text of Mr. Eden's
speech summing up for the Government at concluslon of
second day's debate on war situation:

The Secretary of State for Foreign Affalrs
(Mr, Eden): Much of this debate has concerned ltself
with the affairs of southeastern Europe and the
Honorable Gentleman who has just spoken has concentra-
ted almost exclusively on that sphere. Therefore, I
propose to devote the greater part of what I have to
say also to these same toplecs. Before I come to
southeastern Europe there are one or two other matters
raised in the debate to which I want‘to refer,

In particular I want to say something about two
Allied countrles of ours that are suffering at the

present time perhaps more than they have done at any

- time in this
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time in this war - Holland and Norway. They are two
countries that set perhaps some of our Alllies some-
thing of an example in politlcal unity, two countries
which have contributed always to the fullest extent
in their power to the Allied effort, and I think that
the House would wish t hat, in this time of thelr
greatest trial, a message from us should go to these
people to tell them that everything that it is within
pur power to do to alleviate their suffering will be
done and that we shall not forget, either now or 1ﬂ
future years, the glorious part that they have played.
My Honorable and gallant friend, the member for
North Newcastle (Lt. Col, Sir C. Headlam) in opening
his speech made the observation that sometimes he was
doubtful whether or not these debates served a useful
purpose. He will not be surprised if I tell him that,
from time to time, that thought also flits across the
mind of the Forelgn Secretary when he listens to the
debates. It is not so much always what is said; it 1s
the difficulty in which the government spokesmen Some=
times are in saying all that they would like to say in
reply; but, about thls debate, in the two days in which
1t has lasted and in particular the apeech of the Prime
Minister, I think the House will feel that it has done
a real and much needed national service. We must all

have felt, in these last weeks -~ I know I have == how

much easier
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much easler 1t 1s to imperil a grand coalition than
to fortify it.
Hr, Edan'ap:akiné#

" Yet the problems dnich are now confronting us in
liberated Europe have not come a&tng:thsr ns a sur-
prise, The advance of victorious Allied armies 1s
guing'ko ﬁrssent us with many more such problems.

I only pray that each one of them is not golng to
arouse guite the intensity of passlon which this
Greek issue has developed. If so, I frankly say that
I shudder to think how we are golng to be able to
play our part in the councils of Europe. There will
be differences in respect of policy in all these
eountries, differences in this' House and differences
in the cpuntries which have been under a forelgn yoke
for a period of years., MNMan 1s a politlical aniual
and, therefore, he 1likgs controversy and does not
always ﬁgrﬁs with his helghbour, And so it is in
this House, and ao it .is going toc be in those coun-
tries. If we are golng to handle Ph: situation we
shall need a measure of patience and undsrntand;ng,
tolerance and goodwill between the greatest Lllies.
We need something more. Several speeches in this de-
bate have referred to .the machinery of Allled coopera-
tion, for déaling with politlcal issues. My Right
Honorable friend, the member for Devonport (Mr. Hore-Belisha)
in'a very
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in a very foreeful speech asked whether we

thought everything had been done about thls situation
and whether we had any plan and the Right Honorable
Baronet the member for S. V. Bethnal Green (Sir P.
Harris) spoke in much the same strain and so did other
members also. I must say, speaking I think for the
government in this, that we are not fully satisfled

with the exlsting machinery for internatlonal cooperation
on the political plane. We have been troubled about
this for some time. It was we alsc more than o .year

ago at the Woscow conference first suggested the need
for some further machinery. We first proposed a set-
ting up of what has now become the European [dvisory
Comuission to which the Right Honorable Baronet referred.
That commlssion has done invaluable work. The frults

of that work will be seen after the defeat of the

enemy and of the satellite countries when these problems
will have to be dealt with, but they have neither the
authority nor the representation sufficient to deal

with many of the other problems that confront us., It
may be that he can lmprove on that wachinery and that
there ought to be more frequent-contacts, not necessari-
ly between the heads of governments, who have heavy
charges to bear and who cannot be constantly meeting,
but perhaps between the forelgn secretaries. The

gontacts might be very frequent, I do not know, but
I can tell
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T can tell the House in answer to tne question which
has bzz& put that this issue of the machinery of our
collaboration will certainly be among those which will
have to be examined at the meeting which rumor has it
= I do not know = is to be held at some time or other
somewhere or other. I would only add that as far as
our contribution is concerned we are prepared bodlily
to place oursclves at disposal to any extent which may
be required in order that machinery may function.
Before I turn to the Greek issue let me reply to some
of the gquestions which were put by the Right Honorable
Gentleman, the member for Vakefield (Mr. Greeawood)
yesterday. He showed some anxiety as to the part that
my Right Honorable friend might play at this meeting
of the heads of government and he sald he thought my
Right Honorable frlend was in danger of appeasing some
of his great Allies too much. I do not know., It is
always questionable how far it is wise In war time to
express on the public platform on the floor of this
House exactly what you feel about the various political
problems on which you are in controversy with your
Hllies,

It 1s a question of appreciation. Sometimes it
is good and sometimes it 1s not so good. I am bound
to say that though I have seen my Right Henorable friend

in many roles I have not so far seen him in the role

of the timid
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of the timid fawn., I do not think that the Right
Honorable Gentleman, the member for Wakefleld need to
be too anxious lest my Right Honorable friend, the
Prime ilinlster's known diffidence of expression should
in any way hamper the case of His Majesty's CGovernment
at the next meeting. /e have many international anx-
ieties, but I admit frankly that that is about the
leanst of those which beset me.

I come to the vexatious problem which has been the
theme of almost all this debate - the problem of the
situation in Greece. 48 I listened to the speeches
which have been made today and to some of the speeches
that were made earlier, I was forced to the conclusion
that some Honorahle members of this House painted them=-
selves a plcture of E.LM that really bears no resemblance
to reality. I want to put the position of that organi-
zation in what I think as falir o perspective ss I can.
Nobody has suggested that this movement at its outset
did not enlist under its banner numbers of men who
joined for purely patriotic motives., Of course, that
is so; but it is no less clear that from the very
garly days of the movement the leaders who contral
the EAM were hot prepared to tolerate rivals In the
political field of resistance in Greece. It wns that
which first brought about our difficulties in the

guerrilla movement. General Sarafis, himself, at one

time triled

T—
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time tried to lead another rival guerrilla band ond. he
was brought in by force to ELM and was a prisoner for
some time until he was good enough to be their general,
This rivalry between EDES and EL.LS cannot be explained
on the ground that ELLS were purely democratic and EDES
bands were purely reactionary, that 1s not so. I have
read the charter of 'EDES. I should say that it was as
near as can be an attempt to deseribe a socialist heaven
if such a cnncsptfun can be expressed by anybody who is
a member of the Tory Party. .8 near as might that
seemed to be thelr program and yet there was from the
outset this rivalry - 8 rivalry which, I believe, 1s
large based con the determination of some of E.LM leaders
that no one was going to share with them the resistance
movement in Greece.

Petty Officer Herbert (Oxford University)s: Will
the Right Honorable Gentleman lay it on the table?

Mr., Eden: We are preparing o Yhite Paper and I
hope that we can make it quite 1ntErEaF1n5, There was
another organization, a military band called EKHA
which was another guerrilla organization., This is
worth noting as an indication of developments whlch
toke place. In February of last year our officeras in
Greece who played a really magnificent part in trying
to hold these warring guerrille elements together se-
cured a truce and all these various bands agreed to

Join together
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join together and to think only about the Germans for
the time being. 'What happened? 4 very few weeks after
that EL.\S broke this agreement and they attacked and
destroyed this guerrilla band of EKK.. They murdered
its leader, one Col. Pasros against whom, as far as
I have been able tn dlscover, no plausible charge has
gver been brought, :vén by ELLS itself.

(Mr. Eden speaking)

80 sir, I say even before the Geruman withdrawal
there were, it appeared to us, unmistakeable signs
that it was the aubition of ELLS to seize control of
the country by force. Here let me add His Ma Jesty's
Government have neEVer been opposed to ELM becoming the
governuent of Greece, but what we have said and what
we do say is that they have no right toc that position
except from the medium of the ballot box, WhEreas.
their attempt has been, a3 WE SEE it, to selze pOWEY
with the weapons provided for them to do battle
against the Germans.

Mr. Cocka rose.

Mr. Eden: I have all thc notes of the Honorable
Gentleman's speech and I will answer him as I go alonge.
If I do not, by all means let him interrupt. 48 I
gsald this evidence of the tendency of EL.S to selze
power rather than to DE glected to power had its effect

upon the organlization 1tself. There were many in the

ranks who
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ranks who did not like it and who began to see the
effect of that gven before the fighting broke out in
Lthens and after the fighting broke out all the more
moderate elements of what 1s called the ELM organiza-
tion flaked away. That was very notleeable to me, who
had been to Lthens before when I returned with the
Prime HMinister at Christmas time, because when this
conference which he sumumoned took place to.which the
EL.LS representatives cane, I thought that they would
do their best to show as broad a representatlion as
possible; obviously, in order to impress us and the
world of their representative character, It was not
so. Their representatives to the conference WEre
three Comrunists 1ed and dominated by the Secretary
General of the Communist Party. Those were the men
who came to negotiate at this meeting. What I submit,
and T have little doubt of it myself but I cannot prove
it, that in the progress of the fighting all the ele-
ments except the hard Comrmuniat core flaked away 1o
disapproval of the policy which the Communist leaders
were adopting. (in Honorable membEr: What procf
have you?") No proof, but I will try to glve some.

I will try to prove to the satisfaction of the House
that the polliey we have pursued was the only pollicy
open to us and was a just and correct poliey.

3ir Richard licland
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8ir Richard Lcland rose.

Mr, Eden: I am golng to answer the Honorable
Gentleman's question too. I cannot answer all at
once, they come in turn, Why do I say that there
has been this flaking away? I submit to the House
that the Socialists, the .grarians and the Popular
Democrats, all of whom formed part of EAM in the
earlier stages, have announced their decislon to
break away and have in one form or another dencunced
the activities of thelr former assocliates.

Mr. S. O, Daviea (Merthyr): By whom?

Mr. Eden: I am just going to say by whom. The
Honorable Gentleman is in a hurry and wants to make my
apeech for me. I am going to tell him by whom and,
in particular, I am going to take the Creck Socialliat
Party, which is the moat important of these parties
and one which I hope will appeal to the Honorable
" Gentleman who interrupted. It is the SKE. That j
party issued a manifesto and' I shall trouble the
House by reading it because I think it is important
that we should try to assess what 1s the true feeling
of the organization and the whole basis of my conten-
tion is that ELM, as such, does not exlat any more
and what is left 13 just a hard Communist or, 1f you
like, Trotskylite core.

Mr, Stokes rose.

£ 3 ‘Mr. EdEn:
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Mr. Eden: The Hnnqrabl: Gentleman wants to hear
what 1s the manifesto of the Greek Socialist Party and
I will tell him, It says:

"The Polltical Bureau of the Central Committee of
the Sociallst Party in Greece, after succeeding in restor-
ing its organization which it had not succeeded 1n
doing owing to the recent traglc events, assembled
with almost a full meeting and with the cooperation
of representatives of the party organization in Macedonin
and Thrace examined the situation as transformed by the
rupture of the government of naotional unity and after
detailed discussion by members of all the burning poll-
tical questions of the day resolved as follows:

(L) It utterly condemns the eivil war and hostili-
ties between Greeks end ,1llies, These unhappy events
took place in our country contrary to the desires of
the SKE which did all that it could to prevent them,

It considers that the civil war was organized solely

by deadly enemies of our country and ls contrary to

our national claims and the interests of the CGreek

working people and to the common snti-Fascist goal of

the United Nations. The Party adopts and approves the

resolution of the Reglonal Party Organization cf

Macedonia and Thrace, which had the courage to take

the initiative in disapproving the civil war immediate-

ly after the outbreak of hostilitles, in view of the
fact that
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fact that the central leadership of the party was
unable to meete. It declares that 1t refused all re=
sponsibility for and withdrew itself from the E.LN

bloec as soon as it was informed of the armed breach
which took place without nonsultation with the SKE.

It appealed to all kindred parties and organizations

in the manual and clerical working class to contribute
to the cessatlon of civil war with a view to the return
of political (s#) in the country...." 4nd so on in the
aams_atrnin.

¥r. 8. O. Davies: By whom was that document signed?

Mr., Eden: Of course, I am going to tell the Honor-
able Gentleman by whom it was signed; did he think I
was going to read out a document like that without
checking where it came from?

Mr., Davies: I only wanted to make a comment that
documents are belng read out here and most perscns 1in
this House know that they have nEVEr DEER authentlc
documents and that is one of thenm,

Mr. Eden: The Honorable Gentleman says it is
not an authentic document. I will tell him who are
the persons behind this document and I will leave 1t
to the House to judge. I have been into this matter
with some trouble becouse we do not want to glve the
House incorrect information. What gearthly advantage
1s it to the Government to do that? Let the Honorable

Gentleman
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Gentleman lonk back tn the debates of last December and
he will be able to judge whether his Information was
correct or not, The Greek Soclallist Party is directed
by a Political Bureau of eight members.

Mr. Gallagher: It is a fake. There is no Socla-
list Party in Eurppe.

Mr. Eden: I know the Honorable Member does not
like Sccialist partles anyway.

Mr, Gallagher: I put this to the Secretary of
State: that this demonstrates it to be a fake - there
never has been & Socislist party in Europe which had
a pelitical bureau.

Mr. Eden: Perhaps the Honorasble Gentleman will
let me describe who these people are.

Mr. Gallagher: It ls a fake.

Mr. Eden: - and then the people who know the
Sccialist Party better than me can spealk about it,
This party is directed by a political bureau of eight
members all but one of whom are now in ;thznu = I know
where the one who is not in Athens is but I do not pro-
pose to say - and by a central committee of twenty all

but two of whom are also in .thens., Now it so happens

that representation of this party at the moment is Espe-

c¢ially full because there are also in Lthens four dele-
gates from northern Greece (#) were all members of the

Central Committee., I will give their names so that
they can be

T — s
- ——
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they can be checked if anybody knows them. /[ gentleman
called Mr., Stavirides Mr. Papanikolaou Mr. Mylonas and
Mr. Dimitrakopoulos = my Greek is not very good = those
four are all the representatives who came down from
Mocedonla and the manifeato to which I have just re-
ferred was voted by all the members - that 1s 20 of
the Central Committee in .thens - and three of them
went up to our /mbassador and handed it over to him.

Mr. Gallagher; I still think 1t is a fake.

Mr. Eden: I admit that the conditions in Athens
are disturbing. I admit the difflculty of substantiating
exactly what this or that section of political oplnion
feels in a city which has been through what [Lthens has
been through but I submit to the House that the docu=-
ment I have read nut‘and the circumstances which I have
described of its presentation to us is at leaat a strong
prima facle case that it represents something of sub-
stance in Greek Soclalist oplnion.

Mr. S. O. Davies: Can the Foreign Secretary ex-
plain who the names of Professcr Svolos and Professor
sngelopolous are not smong the names he read out be-

cause they are and have been accredited leaders of the

Greek Socialist Party?

Mre Eden: I will say why those two names were not

theres Professor Svolos was a member of E.LM but I do
hot know his present whereabouts and I cannot tell why

he was not
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he was not a signatory to this document. A4ll I can
tell the committee is that this is the report which
came to us through our Lmbassador. There is no secret
about this. Uie ourselves asked Sir Walter Citrine and
others to go to LAthena and see for themselves what was
the position of the trade uniona there. Durling the
last 24 hours we have suggeated that the party of
members of Parliament now in Italy should themselves
go on to Greece.

Mr. Gallagher: Oh.

Mr. Eden: A4Are not members of this House to be
trusted except the Honorable iember himself? Have we
reached a point of dictatorship when only the Honorable
Gfﬁtlﬂman can represent members of this House? We
suggested that that party should go to Greece simply
because they are half way there already in Italy.

Mr. Gallagher rnse.-

_ The Chairman (Ma jor Milner): The Honorable Gentle-
man must not interrupt. He makes interjections which
on occasions he is entitled to do but he is not entltled
to make continuous comments,.

Mr, Eden: We are anxious that Honorable Members
should get information about the sltuation., .part
from the delegation which as I have already sald may

go on from Italy to Greece we are ready as opportunity

offera for
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offers for perhaps a further delegation to go from

this House to Greece. WE have nothing to hide. If
Honorable Members here had seen what the Prime Minister
and I had seen I am sure that many of the speechea and
ecriticisms we have heard would never have been made.
7hat I have said about the Greek Socialist Party applies
also to the Lgrarian Party and to the Popular Democrats.
I believe that they too have flaked away from ELM. I
cannot prove it; I have not the documents to show Lt

but I can tell the House that that is our belief which
the House will find justified in the next few weeks,

But what T do know is that representatives of the
Lsgrarian Party from Salonlka have definitely broken away
from ELM and have taken refuge in .thins.

Mr. James Griffiths Llanelly: I gather that these
defections If they be so must have taken place since
the Right Honorable Gentleman last spoke. The last
time he spoke he wanted ELM in the government.

Mr. Eden: They have taken place since we were in
Lthens. MNow I come to the events on which I have been
challenged and the position of the government in the
present situation., I must remind the committee that
for months before we went into Greece we laboured to
bring about unity in the Greek political parties. We
got all the parties together and we got a document
signed at Caserta agreed by the rival commanders-in-chicef,

We have beEen
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We have been challenged as to the course of events
(shake?)

which brought about the gvak up of the government.

The Honorable Gentleman the Member for Barnstable

(3ir R. heland) the Honorable Member for Broxtowe

(Mr., Cocks) and the Honorablg Member for Ebbw Vale

(Mr. Bevan) referred to that in the course of their

speeches, I will again tell the committee briefly

the events so far as we know them, It has been sug-

gested that the arrival of the Greek brigade the Rimini

Brigade was the cause of the trouble., 8o far as I can

test th:lcvidsncz there is not a shadow of justification

for that statement and I will show why. The Greek

brigade arrived }n Lithens on 9th Hovember not 19th

November as the Honorsble Member for Broxtowe stated 1n

the debate yesterday.

Mr. Cocks: The Right Honorable Gentleman himaelf
garlier said 17th November.

Mr. Eden: No 9th November 1s the right date. Ita
arrival was universally applauded by all sections of
the Greek population. I know that because we were told
in Athens that they were the only people who had a blgger
reception than the Britlsh troops did when they arrived
in Athena. After the arrival of this brigade the
Greek ELM Ministers in the Greek Government could have
cbjected if they had wished. Nothing would have been

geasler but no objection was made. On the contrary elght

days afterwards




=18~ #680, Nineteenth, from London

daya aftzrwarda.— on the 17th agreement was reached
with the Greek Government to which the EAM Minlsters
subseribed that all guerrilla formations should be
disarmed and no mention was made at all of the Rimini
Brigade., Ilater the EAM Ministers began to argue that
if the guerrillas were to be disarmed the Rimini
Brigade ought to lay down their arms too. But the
other members of the Greek Government would not accept
that and I do not think that is very surprlsing elther
in the light of the record of the brigade or in the
light of the fact of how few Greck troops there were
under arms. Still they wanted to reach agreement
and M. Papandreou asked the E4LM iinisters who WErE
complaining of the existence of this brigade to draft
a decree for the demobilization of the guerrillas in
which it waa provided that a brigade of ELALS should
be retained under arms in order to balance the Rimini
Brigade. That compromise was offered that draft was
produced by the ELM Ministers themselves., They drew
1t up brought it to their colleagues and 1t was ac=-
cepted by all the other members of the government on
27th November, How is it possible to say that the
Rimini Brigade was the cause of the break.

Next day the EAM Ministers went back on the draft
whieh they themselves had drawn up and demanded that all
forces should be disarmed including the Riminl Brlgade.

The government

————— .
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The government refused and matters reached a deadlook;
But it was not even this that brought about the final
split in the government. The fipnal split was thia:

that on 18t Decerber the next day the ELM civil police
refused to hand over their arms to the national guard.
It is worth looking at this because the decision that
they should over their arms had been reached unanimously

by the government including ELM Ministers as long ago

as 5th November., At this point the E.LM pollice had not
been an issue during the negotiations about the dig=-
armament of the guerrllls armies at 21l, It was also
known that the same morning EaM were golng to call a
general strike. It was faced with this that M. Papandreou
circulated to all his colleagues a draft decree re-affirm-
ing the government's declslon that the E.LM police should
hand over their arms a decision nearly a month old.
The EaM Ministers refused to ratify the declsion and
that night resigned.

Mr. Driberg (Maldon): pose -

Mr. Eden: I want to say one more thing about the
EAM police because I want the committee to note that
it is my contention that 1t was oVer this issue of the
ELM police that the break occurred and that it was the
police themselves who WEre largely responsible for
taking hostages and the methods of thelr nuutudy. I
must say that during the long negotlations about a

truce when
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truce when EVEry :ffu}t wag being made to try to get
agreement the EIAS representatives sald that they could
not release their hostages because they could not answer
for the actions of the EAM police who had taken those
hostages.

Mr. Driberg: While the Right Honorable Gentleman
is dealing with these very cruclal dates will he explain
about M. Papandreou's broadesst of 27th November when he
denounced sections of the right for fomenting civil war?

Mr. Eden: I cannot deal with his broadcast. I
do not earry all these matters in my mind., I have tried
to give a fair account of what happened and I believe
it is approximately a Jjust one.

S8ir R. 4cland: Will the Right Honorable Gentleman
confirm the Scobie leaflet? There is no reference in 1t
to the agreement or to the steps that were taken.

Mr. Eden: General Scobie's broadcast was made on
the afternonn of lst December, (Honorable Members:

"Phe Leaflet.") The leaflet and the broadcast WeEre
the same. They stated desire is to maintain law and
order and to assist in the distribution of rellef and
nothing in that leaflet could possibly have been con-
strued as to inflame passion but it was a warning that
if it came to force we should do our best to maintaln
law and order. I do not know what €lse a general in

that position would be supposed to say.
Mr. ﬂﬂ(‘-kﬂ:

e ——— —
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Mr. Cocks: Does the Right Honorable Gentleman deny
my statement about what happened at 4130 on lat December?
Mr. Eden: I really cannot. (Interruption) I

eould not hear what the Honorable Member said.

Mr. Cocks: Does the Right Honorable Gentleman deny
what I say on column 4767

The Chairman (Major Milner): The Honorable Member
has had his reply. I heard the Right Honorable Gentleman
say he could not answer the quéatiun.

Mr. Eden: Now I want to come tc the present posi=-
tion and to the matter of hostages and to General
Plastiras' position., Some Honorable Members do not
seem quite to understand why we spoke with such strength
in condemnation of hostages. It wWas EVERD suggested that
the Greek Guvzrhm:nt have themselves arrested a number
of people in Athens., I want to clear that up. &4Ls far
as the arrests that we have made are concerned a decislon
has been taken as the result of agreement Detween General
Scobie and the Greek Government that all civilians ar=-
rested by British forces for bearing arms againat us
should be released with the exception of those who
will be exchanged to fulfill the terms of the agreement
reached with them., J4s far as arresta by the Greek
Government are concerned it has already been uade clear
that prosecutions will only be instituted agalnst those
who have violated thHe penal code or the rules of war

on charges

= = mr—
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on charges such as murder rape or looting., In other
words the act of bearing arms against the state will
not be regarded as a crime in itself and wlll not be
punished, I say this to make it plain that there is
no question of hostages being held elther by the Greek
Government or by ourselves, We have not got one. I
now demand in the name of all parties and all members
of the House that EAM should release those hostages
forthwith.,

I now come to deal with reports in the press that
warrants have been issued in /ithens for the arrest of
prominent EAM and EIAS leaders. This story first ap=
peared on 8th January and was contradicted by the
Greek Ministry of Forelgn Lffalrs and by us at the
Forelgn Office. Subsequent investigation has shown
that a police interpreter was responsible for the re-
port. The story was revived two or three days ago.

I have today recelved a telegram from His Majeaty's
.mbagsador in /thens which states that nc such warrants
have been issued, He has obtained personel conflrmation
of this from the Oreck Minister of Forelgn Affairs,

There have also been referencea to a statement made

by General Plastiras to press correspondents that he

could not agree to an amnesty., I have atated that the

declared intention of the Greek Government 1s to take

action only against those guilty of crimes agalnst the

penal code

————g
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penal code or the rules of war. General Plastiras
yesterday confirmed this to our ,Lmbassador, He said
1t was still the poliey of the Greck Government and he
specifically authorized me to tell that to the House
of Commons today. Therefore the only rebels liable to
prosccution are those guilty of ordinary crimes agalnst
the eriminal code, He repeated this instruction which
is an instruction of the Greek Government to the Military
Governor of Lttica to the head of the gendarmerie and
the head of the police. He told them that no pu}iticnl
arrests are to be made. Paople charged on such charges
as murder rape and looting are having thelr cases investl-
gated immedlately and if no prima facle case exlsts
they are to be discharged. 4 panel of 75 judges or
magistrates is mlready at work to effect that. I
have only one thing to add about the variouas Plastiras
reports. The report in the press that Genersl Gonatas
is appointed Governor of Macedonla is not accurate.
I think I have covered all the realm of charges.

Mr. Bevan: The Right Honorable Gentleman's
statement is exceedingly important and so far has
been satisfactory in detail but I read out a state-
ment made by the Greek Minister to British press re-
presentatives 1n Athens in which he sald they wsr}
golng to release all prisoners except those who bore
arms. Does the Right Honorable Gentleman agsume that
e ' ; . . the Greek

T ———— o 1
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the Grétk Government 1ls guing-tu make a statement
which will satisfy opinion here on that point?

Mr. Edeng I could not have dealt more fully with
the matter. I have explained that our lmbagsador saw
General Plastiras himself and 1t 1s on his authority
and that of General Plastiras that I have made this
statement which covers preclsely the issues which have
been raised today. The positlon could not be clearer
and the Honorable Member has really no right to com=
plain that I am not elear, He asks us to be objJective
on this matter, I have never heard anyone import so
much prejudice into the subject of debate.

(Eden speaking)

He threw taunt after taunt at General Plastiras. Who
{s this very wicked man who 1s held up like that? HEe
was the man who after the collapse of Greece in 1922
took over the government pulled his country together
arranged for a general Election and retired after the

glection which resulted in the return of Venizelos.

He was the man who was Prime Minlster when Greece alone
among the Europeasn countries accepted refugees hundreds of

thousands of 4rmenians and helplng to relieve a problem

which was haunting Europe., He 1s the man we are told

now who played about with the German in France. HE wa3

in France in exlle and he was thEre approached by the

35 who said "come and be our Quisling in Greece." He
refused to
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ré;uaed to have snything to do with it. All these
stories are brought to the House to create prejudice.
We are told that we wanted to deny freedom in Greece.
Why should this country wish to deny freedom in Greece
this country which is fighting because it belleves in
just those very thinga. Then I hear the Honorable
Gentleman speak like that I say to him what do we'ln
this country desire in Greece and in all these countries?
We desire a decision by the ballot box and I gilve the
House this pledge. Wherever Britain's gsuthorlty can
carry the decision willl be by the ballot box. WE cannot
pledge ourselves that our power or authority will reach
over every land. Our authorlity 1is limited but where

1t can be exerted the declsion will be by the ballot box
and not by the bullet or by attempts to selze poOwer
because by fortultous circumstances you have the arms
at that moment. Let me sum up. WE have discusaed

this matter we have debated it now three tlmes Bt

great length, I have had some gexperience in my 1life

of intemational ™ affairs and I have never known an
i{ssuc where I have DEEn more absolutely certain we

are right and I am convinced that if Honorable MEmbErs
could have seen what I saw in .Lthens last time thelr
reaction would be exactly the samg as mine, I am sure
that it was our action and only our actlon unpopular

and difficult as it was hard as it was to explain to

our Jmerican friends

e ———
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our Lmerican friends I admit which prevented a massacre
in Lthens. That is my absolute conviction and I belleve
it 1s shared by virtually everybody who saw the situation
as 1t then was. I have something to say to the committee.
The government have been criticised, they have bEEn ma-
ligned they have been taunted for the policy they have
pursued in Greece., In that matter it has admittedly
done us some injury in other lands where it 1s not EasYy
in all respects to understand the issue. I think that
this afternoon I have for the government the right to
say to the committee "have we your support or have we
not?" I have set out our case as fully and falrly as

I cans I have made plain that the whole of our autho-
rity will be used to see that there 1s nothing in the
nature of prescription and no punishment because these
people in their folly if you like have taken arms
againat the atste. We will do our best to ensure that
at the earliest moment there are free elections in
Greece but meanwhile we must have an expresslion of the
views of this House. We are entitled to know whether

as a result of thils discussion the world is to believe
WE are supported by the overwhelming majority of thia
House or not, It is difficult sometimes when you read
as I have to despatches from abroad. I read reports
that the governwent's position 4s shaken on account of
its poliey in Greece, We 8ll know that that 1s not

true. We
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true, 'ie know that the more it is explained the more

it will be understood and the stronger our position will
be. But foreign countries do not know, It is all too
gasy for Goebbels and Company to make use of the reported
atate of publie opinion here and of the gosslp of some
journalist in some column or other which says that we

are tottering to our fall, I ask the committee this
afternoon to pronounce whetheér or not the government

are tottering to their fall and to give us on the pro=-
gramme I have outlined on the pledges I have given and

on my Right Honcorable Friends speech a vote of confidence
so that the nation as a whole may know where we stand

Qc that this policy which we have pursued throughout =
let me say with patience and with only the one purpose

to bring freedom to Greece = may be finally fulfilled.

WINLNT
(#) apparent omission

MEM
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London, January 28, 1945.

Dear Mr., President,

ALt a conference called by Mr. Eden at the Foreign
Office nearly three years age, to which he invited
Maisky and myself, the idea of a coordinated polioy
of the three great Powers in relation teo Turope was
discussed. At that meeting Malisky stated that there
were two ways of approaching the European problem.

Cne was to agree that all questions affecting Eastern
Burope and within the area of Russian military aotion
could be the primary consideration of his country and
that problems affecting VWestern Europe within an area
of future Anglo-American military control could be a
responsibility of Great Britain and the United States,
or (two) that the three nations should work together
to destroy Fascist and Nazi dominastion and to restore
and rehabilitate Europe to conditions of peace. Maisky
went on to say that his Government supported the con-
cept of tripartite actionm.

I believe it was in part as & result of these
informal conversations that the idea of the Moscow
Conference emerged, One of the results of that Con-
ference was the establishment of the European Advisory
Commission. It was while we were at Teheran, fourteen
months ago, that you made me a member of that Commission.
The Russians were not members of the Combined Chiefs
of Staff, and the creation of the Furopean Advisory
Commission gave them representzation on a continuing
body to study and recommend joint policies for the
treatment of Germany and Austria and of the satellite

states.

Bach of the three countries appointed Advisers
to their respective representatives from their Ctate

Departments

The President.



Departments and from the three branches of their armed
services - Army, Navy and Air. The responsibllity

for appointment of the Advisers rested on the respective
services. The conclusions and recommendations reached
by the Commission have been by unanimous agreement and
with the concurrence of the Advisers,

When I returned to London to take up my duties on
the Commission, I understood from you that there was
agreement at Teheran on the basic prineiple of uncondi-
tional surrender, and that you supported the principle
of tripartite responsibility followlng unconditional
surrender. You also told me that you wished United
States troops to cccupy the northwestern zone in Germany
following unconditiocnal surrender. These directions
which you gave me as guldance I followed without com-
promise. Holding to your instruction to insist on the
northwestern zone was responsible for delay in reaching
agreement on zones of occupation.

By last November 14 three basic agreements had
been reached in the European Advisory Commission: the
Unconditional Surrender Instrument, the Control Machinery
for Germany, and the Protocol on Zones of Occupation.
The Control Machinery Agreement and the Protocol on
Zones alsc provide for the assignment of areas for
cccupation in Greater Berlin and for tripartite control
of the administration of Berlin, ZFach and all of these
Agreements contains a larger share of the United States!
position than of those advanced by the British or the
Russians.

All three Governments have agreed on the Uncondi-
tional Surrender Instrument. The United States Govern-
ment and the United Kingdom have agreed on the Control
Machinery. U.S5. approval of the Protocol on Zones in
Germany and Areas in Berlin has been waiting until the
British conceded the control of Bremen and Bremerhaven
and of rail, road and canal facilities for our use in
supplying our troops in the southern zone. I understand
that the British and U.S. Chiefs of Staff have now
reached agreement on these facilities. It is my hope
that you and the Prime Minister, or the two Secretaries
of State, will get Russian governmental confirmation
of the two Agreements on Zones and on Control Machinery.

Other



Cther matters that are before the European
Advisory Commission I hope I will have an opportunity
to discuss with you after your meeting at ARGONAUT.
Harry Hopkins told me, while in London, that you were
arranging for my meeting you before your return to the
United States,

Control machinery was worked out within the
Commission with the understanding that in the first
phase of cccupation after unconditional surrender
there would be military control in Germany. It was
understood that the commanding general of each of the
three forces would both serve as a member of the
Contrel Council and be in command of his own zone
with, of course, authority to delegate such powers
as he saw fit., If the French, who have been admitted
to the European Commission, are to sign the Uncondi-
tional Surrender Instrument and be admitted to the
Control Council and be given a zone of occupation,
you would then have gquadripartite instead of tripartite
participation. The British have conceded this; neither
the Russian representative nor myself has as yet been
authorized to state a position on the French proposal.

The theory on which we have proceeded is that
broad overall policies in matters affecting Germany
as a whole would be arrived at by agreement between
the participating Powers, either in the form of general
orders or directives, and that the residue of powers
would remain with the commanders in the zones, These
general authoritles affecting Germany as a whole would
be agreed between the Governments in broad terms,
leaving all detailing to the Control Council. The
necessity for governmental agreement is due to the
fact that neither the Russians nor the British are
willing to delegate political authority to generals
in the field. You can do this because you are not
only the Chief of State but also, under the Constitutioen,
Commander-in-Chief of the armed forces of the United
States, GStalin might do so but does not choose to do
80, An illustration of this is the authority given by
him to Vyshinsky in supervis the execution of the
armistice terms in Rumania, This faet has also been
made very clear to me by Gousev in the European Advisory

Commissicn.
The



The converse of this is that agreements by the
generals, even in the Control Council, would be subject
to interference by the Governments. It is true, the
generals could ask for governmental agreement, but our
experience in dealing with the Russians has shown that
it is easier to get agreement prior to occupation than
after occupation,

If the position stated by the British and Russian
Governments in the ‘European Advisory Commission is in
any way a criterion of the position of their respective
Governments, they mean to force the central German
government agencles, after stripping them of Nazi
political leadership, to carry out their will in Cermany.
The question of an orderly decentralization of political
Germany can come later. Both the Russian and British
concept is to prevent disorder and disease, for the
protection of Allied occupying forees, by making full
use of German administrative functionaries. This has
nothing to do with a "hard" or "soft" policy that may
be adopted toward Germany.

The suggestion in the overall Civil affairs
Directive (revised JCS 1067), which has just been sent
to me, runs counter to this concept, and, as far as
I can understand it, sets up an economic control within
each of the three or four separate military zones with-
out taking account of the existing nationalized transport
system and without prior provision for common utiliza-
tion of the food surplusses, most of which will be in
the Russian zone, and of coal, all of which will be in
the British and Russian zones. These are only examples
of problems that must be faced.

There are two other considerations that I believe
should not be lost sight of. One, that contradictory
baslec regulations in the separate zones are likely to
lead to serious friction between the Allied foroces of
occupation and would encourage the Germans to try to
play one Ally against another. Two, since we have
insisted in the Surrender Instrument that the signatory
Powers are "acting in the interests of the United
Naticns", we have taken on a trustee obligation to
other European United Nations which we will fail to

discharge



discharge unless we get agreement, for example, on
freezing of property until equitable arrangements ecan
be made to protect the rights of our other Allies to
restitution and reparation,

I hope I may have an opportunity to discuss these
problems with you when we meet.

Sincerely,
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My dear Miss Tully,

I have been asked by Mr., Eden to communicate
to the White House the text of a statement on U-boat
warfare in January to be issued on February 10,
which the Fresident and the Prime lliinister have
agreed to give. MNMr. RBden explains that he is send-
ing the text in this way as he 1s not sure whether
it will have reached you direct from the Thras Power
meating,

The following 1s the text:

"Throughout Jenuary the enemy's U-boat
activity was slightly greater than in Decambar
but losses of merchant shipping wers not subatan-
tial ly different. The U-boats making use of their
new devices penetrated further into focal araasg

of shipping close in shore. Hesults of our

; counter-measiures have been encouraging,"
wbo FLtA

20 Yours Eincaruly,
x4é7d DECLASSIFIED 2/.(/
;é’f By Authority ﬂf d -‘2’{-—
Miss Grace Tully, ;

The White Houae. ;
ay M J"J natn_F_E_E._.—-lg??
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At a simple ceremony here, General Dan
Sultan invested me last week with the insignia
of Commander of the Legion of llerit, which
you were good enough to confer upon me.

I would like you to know my deep apprecla-
tion of the honour you have done me, T
particularly wvalue the gracions terms of the
Citation, with its generous references to the
Eighth Army's achievements.

This decoration will always remind me of
my happy associations with American Commanders
and troops in this War, both as Commander of the
Eighth Army and in my present Command. In
Sicily we operated closely with General Bradley's
Corps, and in the 1943 Ttalian Campaign, the
prartnership between General liark Clark's Fifth
Army and ourselves was close and successful,

With General Dan Sultan and his W.C.A.C.
Command our relations are equally happy. His
Forces have done a splendid job in opening the
Burma Road and he is now exerting a powerful
influence on our battle for Mandalay, by his
Sonthward drive on Lashio.




TAC H.Q.
ALLIED LAND FORCES
SOUTH EAST AS1A
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General Stratemeyer's Eastern Air
Command provides magnificent support for our
ground operations in Burma. He gives us
unfailing aid with his transport aireraft in
the carriage of our stores and supplies and
in flying-in our formations. As yom know,
the whole of our campaign here depends on air
supply, and we place the greatest reliance
on Eastern Air Command.

With my grateful thanks and apprecia-

tion of this Honour, and my respectful good
wishes to yourself,

[/ Pevyy  Uinscasdl

Rne (ee,

Franklin D. Roosevelt, Esg.,

President of the United States of America,
The White House,

Washington D.C.
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London, March 4, 1945,

Ly dear )ir. President:

In Barrie's great Rectorial Address to the students
of St. Andrews he told them quite frankly that he ecould
not provide them with & staff for their journey in the
world that lay before them but perhaps that he could tell
them a 1ittle about it, "how to use it end lose it and
find it again, and cling to it more then ewer", "You shall
cut 1t"™, he said, "as is ordained, every one of you for
himself, end its neme is Courage.™

The other dey in London in trying to find'a Christmas
present for you I found George Washington's walking stick
which he gave to Jerome Bonaparte., You will see it carries
the thirteen stars which symbolize the unity of the original
thirteen states,

It is 8 gift to you personally - not for eny museum —
because you symbolize to me personally the charming
virtue - Gau¥nga. :

With affectionate regards,

v S8incerely,

The President
The White House,
Washington.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 9, 1945

MEMORANDUM FOR

The President:

Subject: Note from British Ambassador to
State Department re Treatement
by the Soviet of British Liberated
Prisoners.

Forwarded by mall for Infermation.
lio metion is consldered necessary.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

April 9, 1945
MEMORANDUM FOR ADMIRAL LEAHY

I am enclosing a copy of a note which the Secretary
recelved from the British Ambassador on April 7 relative to
Soviet execution of the British-Soviet prisoner of war agree-
ment which is identical with our priscner of war agreement
with the Soviets. I am sending this to you in view of the
last paragraph in which the Ambassador says that the
Prime Minister is not communicating this information to the
President and asks that we do so, You may, therefore, care
to send down the attached note to the President for his

personal information,

(i, Btz

Charles E. Bohlen
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BRITISH EMBASSY
VASNINGTON, D, €.,
April 7. 1045,

My dear Bd
The Prime Muolster and Anthony have reselved replies

to parsonal messages whish they sddressed to Marshal
ftalin and N, Molotov respestively regarding the fallure
of the Soviet suthorities %o repatriate libers ted
British priscnsrs of war snd %o permit visits of Eritish
sontaat offloers and furnishing of supplies to certain
hospitale and other plezes under Sovlet sontrol whers
British subjects are collested for repatriation,

The reply from Mershal Stalin states that there are
no grounds for anxlety about liberated Bpitish prisoners
ef war sinee they sre living in better comdlitions than
hes been the sase with Soviet nationals im Beitich oamps
where they are alleged to have suffered psrsecution and,
in some cases, blows, The Mershal adds that all recaptured
Britieh priconere of wer are now on the way to Odessa or
on the bomeward voysge. The reply from N, Molotov states
that he cannot sgres that the Yalta agresment had not
been satisfastorily carried out by the Soviet authorities,
nor could he s ree to exaggerated claime whish did not
follow from the agresment, ’- cone luded with the assuramse
that the liberated British prisoners of war are enjoying
good conditions and that the Soviet suthorities will oom=
tinue to oare for them In future,

I understand that the President has also received a
reply to a messaye which he sent to Marshal Stalin on the
suljest of the trestment of libersted American priscners
of war in the hands of the Soviet authorities.

/Anthony

"'f'm :&m Tﬂ-n of Btate.

'llmnlhh,



Anthony is of the opiniom that 1t would be better
for the present mot to renew the attempt to ssgure par=
mission for contact offisers to enter Foland proper 1n
order to visit libersted British prisoners of wsr, shiefly
because the British gontast offlaers have now procesded to
pamps st Leow and Volkovysk where they will report shether
goints of corsentration exist west of the Curson Line,
the satimated mumber of ex=priscmars remalning to be
evasuated to thess two amps and slse the general conditlon
of the sx-prisoners, So far the Soviet muthorlitlies have
denisd that there are any points of concentration or any
prisoners of war in hospltals in Poland west of the Curson
Iine. The above-mentloned replies from Marehel Stalin and
M. Holotov ignore this aspest of the question and thers is
an obvlious mdvantage in waltlng for reports from contast
affisers before declding whether to return to the charge,
sinoe if thsse reports bear out what has already been sald
to the Soviet suthorities, a better position will have been
obtained for renewing the attempt to secure permdssion for
gentact officers to enter Poland proper. Anthony has no
doubt that this would be strongly cpposed, Lesauas the
Soviet Govermment suspects that the sontact offlcers would,
ander cover of dealings with prisoners of war, proceed %o
contast Polish lesders, and, im famct %o sonvert themselves
into the proposed Observation Mission.

h”utwﬂnh“uu to you his
views set forth in the preseding paragraph reganrding the
pext step to Le taken in these dlsoussions with the Soviet
suthorities and to engquire whether the United States Jovern-
ment are in agreement.

/The



The Prime Minister ls not commanisating the sbove
to the President and I have besn asked to engulre 1f you
will be so good ms to do so im view of his personal
interest in the matter.

HALIFAX
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