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Hills Register of Historic Properties. The Cultural Heritage Commission had previously begun
initiation proceedings for this property on January 8, 2014 and nomination proceeding were
commenced by the Commission on October 8, 2014 and the project was continued at the
request of the applicant. The new property owner is bringing forth this application before the
Commission at this time.

PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT OF LANDMARK CRITERIA

The Regina - Fine Art Theater located at 8554 Wilshire Boulevard appears to satisfy the City’s
criteria for designation as a local Landmark as required in Section 10-3-3212 of the Historic
Preservation Ordinance (Beverly Hills Municipal Code Title 10, Chapter 3, Article 32). The
theater was designed in 1936 by Master Architect B. Marcus Priteca in the Art Deco
architectural style. This property appears to satisfy all of the mandates of subsection A and one
of the mandates under subsection B. An eligible historic resource within the City may be
nominated and designated as a landmark if it satisfies all of the requirements set forth in
Criterion A and two of the requirements set forth in Criterion B, as set forth in the Beverly Hills
Municipal Code. Preliminarily, it appears that the subject property meets all of the necessary
criteria as follows:

Criteria Al:

Criteria A2:

Criteria A3:

Criteria A4:

Criteria B5:

Criteria B6:

It is at least forty five (45) years of age, or is a property of extraordinary
significance;

It possesses high artistic value or aesthetic value, and embodies the distinctive
characteristics of an architectural style or architectural type or architectural period;

It retains substantial integrity from its period of significance; and

It has continued historic value to the community such that its designation as a
landmark is reasonable and necessary to promote and further the purposes of this
article (BHMC Title 10, Chapter 3, Article 32).

It is an iconic property. (An “iconic property” is defined as “a property that has
been visited and photographed so often by residents and visitors to the city that it
has become inextricably associated with Beverly Hills in the popular culture and
forms part of the city’s identity to the world at large.”(BHMC §10-3-3202);

The landmark designation procedure is initiated, or expressly agreed to, by the
owner(s) of the property.

Report Revieied By

—z:;
Mark OdelI
Urban Designer



Cultural Heritage Commission Report
8554 Wilshire Boulevard — Landmark Initiation

April 12, 2017

Attachment I

City Landmark Assessment and Evaluation Report (2014)

RLY



CITY LANDMARK ASSESSMENT &

JANUARY 2014

EVALUATION REPORT

Prepared for:

City of Beverly Hills
Community Development Department

Planning Division
455 Rexford Drive, Beverly Hills, CA 90210

Prepared by:

Jan Ostashay Principal
Ostashay & Associates Consulting

P0 BOX 542, Long Beach, CA 90801

REGINA-FINE ARTS THEATRE
8554—8558 Wilshire Boulevard, Beverly Hills, CA



CITY LANDMARK ASSESSMENT AND EVALUATION

Regina-Fine Arts Theatre (1937)
8554 - 8558 Wilshire Boulevard
Beverly Hills, CA 90211

APN: 4333-018-030

INTRODUCTION

This landmark assessment and evaluation report, completed by Ostashay & Associates
Consulting for the City of Beverly Hills, documents and evaluates the local significance and
landmark eligibility of the property referred to as the Regina-Fine Arts Theatre located at 8554 -

8558 Wilshire Boulevard in the City of Beverly Hills, California. This assessment report includes
a discussion of the survey methodology used; a summarized description of the property; a brief
historic context and history of the property; the landmark criteria considered in the
assessment; evaluation of historical significance; photographs; and applicable supporting
materials.

METHODOLOGY

The landmark assessment was conducted by Jan Ostashay, Principal with Ostashay & Associates
Consulting. In order to identify and evaluate the subject property as a potential local landmark
an intensive-level survey was conducted. The assessment included a review of the National
Register of Historic Places (National Register) and its annual updates, the California Register of
Historical Resources (California Register), and the California Historic Resources Inventory (HRI)
list maintained by the State Office of Historic Preservation (OHP) in order to determine if any
previous evaluations or survey assessments of the property had been performed.

For this current historical analysis a site inspection was also conducted and a review of building
permits and tax assessor records were performed to assess the property’s existing condition
and assist in evaluating the structure for historical significance. The City of Beverly Hills
landmark criteria were employed to evaluate the local significance of the property and its
eligibility for landmark designation. In addition, the following tasks were performed for the
study:

• Searched records of the National Register, California Register, and OHP Historic
Resources Inventory.

• Conducted a field inspection of the subject property.

• Conducted site-specific research on the subject property utilizing Sanborn fire
insurance maps, city directories, newspaper articles, historical photographs, and
building permits.
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• Reviewed and analyzed ordinances, statutes, regulations, bulletins, and technical
materials relating to federal, state, and local historic preservation, designation
assessment procedures, and related programs.

• Evaluated the potential historic resource based upon criteria established by the City
of Beverly Hills and utilized the OHP survey methodology for conducting survey
assessments.

FINDINGS

The Regina-Fine Arts Theatre building appears to meet the City’s criteria for designation as a
local landmark as required in Section 10-3-3212 of the Historic Preservation Ordinance (BHMC
10-3-3212(A)(B)(C)). The subject property satisfies the requirement of subsection A., which
requires that at least two of the six BHMC 10-3-3212 “significance” criteria be met. Upon
conclusion of the assessment and evaluation the property appears to satisfy three of the
“significance” criteria: criterion A.1, A.3, and A.4. It also meets the requirements of subsection
10-3-3212(B), which requires that: “The property retains integrity from its period of
significance,” and subsection 10-3-3212(C), which requires that: “The property has historic
value.”

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The Regina-Fine Arts Theatre building is situated along the south side of the busy Wilshire
Boulevard corridor just east of South Stanley Drive and west of South Le Doux Road. Charleville
Boulevard is immediately to the south (rear) of the theatre site and La Cienega Boulevard is a
few blocks to the east. Located on Tract No. 4988, the subject property occupies lot 655 and
the eastern half of lot 656.

The subject property was previously identified and evaluated for historical significance as part
of the City’s on-going historic resources survey efforts. The property was first evaluated and
recorded under the 1986 city-wide survey and at that time was found to be historically
significant and eligible for local designation as part of a small thematic grouping of Art Deco
style neighborhood theatres along Wilshire Boulevard (the State Office of Historic Preservation
upgraded this finding to individually eligible for National Register listing). It was re-assessed,
however, incorrectly as part of an update survey conducted in 2004, which identified and
recorded the property as demolished. An additional survey of the property conducted in 2006
also erroneously identified the property as demolished. As such these two previous survey
evaluations are neither relevant nor applicable.

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION AND CONSTRUCTION HISTORY

Description. Building permits were pulled in 1936 and the building was completed a year later.
The voluminous one-story movie theatre designed by the noted architect B. Marcus Priteca
exhibits many key features of the Art Deco style, including its asymmetrical marquee and
stepped tower. With approximately 6,862 square feet of space the building has a rectangular
shape footprint that fronts Wilshire Boulevard. Architecturally, shallow setbacks, reeding, and
a strongly geometric pattern articulate the tower and the parapet on either side of it. Below the
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parapet, the north (primary) elevation of the stucco structure contains two storefronts and the
centered theatre entrance. This floor plan configuration with central theatre space and
adjacent flanking storefronts typify the kind of local movie theatre design that was prevalent in
Southern California in the 1930s.

Architectural details include reeded piers that anchor the corners of the building while a
horizontally grooved ban tops the openings. The storefronts have been re-glazed and the once
recessed storefront openings have been pulled to the northern property line. The once open
foyer has been enclosed with aluminum framed glazing, double doors and a faux partially
reconstructed non-original ticket booth. The marquee, with the exception of its name, is
original as are its accented miniature “pilasters” and neon lighting.

In terms of the historic interior spatial relationships of the theatre the foyer, lobby and
auditorium with narrow stage are still evident. Despite previous interior modifications made to
the foyer, lobby, and flanking shop units, the auditorium space still retains some early elements
of its original use and design, including the metal theatre seats, narrow stage, racking floor,
quilted wall coverings and plaster ornamentation on the side walls, decorative sunburst feature
on the ceiling, reeded curved entrance walls into the auditorium from the lobby area, reeded
plaster columns at the rear doorways adjacent the stage, and floor to ceiling expressionistic
painted murals of palm trees on both side walls of the stage (murals are severely deteriorated
and compromised). The highly ornate metal light fixtures on the ceiling in the auditorium
replaced original fixtures as part of the building’s remodel in 1993.

The Cecchi Gori film company took over the property and renovated it in 1993. Theatre
designer Joseph Musil, who also assisted in the re-model of the El Capitan Theatre in Hollywood
and the Crest Theatre in Westwood, brought his colorful, but historically unsympathetic
theatrical flair to the re-christened Cecchi Gori Fine Arts Theatre. The entire lobby area was
remodeled and enclosed at the sidewalk frontage with aluminum double glazed doors. The
front of a faux stand-alone ticket booth was built and sandwiched between the flanking glazed
double doors. In addition, the lobby was enlarged by encroaching into the flanking storefronts
and extending the rear wall of the lobby slightly into the auditorium space. A new, larger
screen was installed several feet in front of the old proscenium to accommodate wider film
aspect ratios. This re-configuring and the use of somewhat wider seats reduced the theatre’s
seating capacity to 410. The storefront space (8558 Wilshire Blvd.) to the west of the lobby was
converted into a full concession stand while the other storefront space (8554 Wilshire Blvd.)
was re-modeled to allow for the expansion of the women’s restroom (for more stalls and sinks).
The original “theaterette” (crying room) window from the auditorium to the women’s restroom
area was also covered over as part of this work. The theatre’s original Art Deco neon marquee
and façade; however, were not touched by the 1993 remodel and remain essentially unaltered
today.

Building Permit History. A review of building permits indicate that the property has undergone
some exterior and interior changes since it was built in the late 1930s. The exterior storefront
units have been altered by the replacement of entry doors and fenestration. The interior foyer,
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lobby and restroom spaces have been modified and some interior wall planes within the foyer
area and storefront units have been relocated or removed. Some changes have also occurred
to the theatre’s interior auditorium space, most of which were in-kind. Relevant permit history
that has been recorded with the City of Beverly Hills includes the following:

MO/YEAR DESCRIPTION OF WORK

May 1936 Office building (illegible)

Aug 1936 Steel sign tower ($1000); (stores and garage under construction)

Nov 1936 Motion picture theatre ($4000); building alterations “convert office building to theatre”

Dec 1948 Remove existing ceiling/replace with new ceiling in marquee, change name on marquee ($900)

Dec 1948 Addition of new stairs (second egress) from projector room ($500)

Dec 194$ Install temporary ticket office in store ($500)

Dec 194$ Install small awning over window on west end of building ($40)

Dec 1948 Install double face vertical neon sign at center front of building ($2000)

Oct 1954 Install temporary bleacher seats on sidewalk for motion picture premier on 11-4-1954 ($75)

Aug 1957 Remove auditorium doors and build new light locks to aisles of auditorium ($3500)

Sept 1957 Enclose toilet and wash bowl ($150)

Sept 1961 New box office, new showcases, three new pairs of entry doors ($5500)

Nov 1961 Install temporary bleachers for premiere on Nov 21, 1961 only ($200)

Oct 1968 Install temporary bleachers for premiere on Oct 24, 1968 only ($200)

Nov 1991 Re-roof ($8800)

Apr 1993 Theatre remodel (lobby, auditorium, restrooms, concessions, selective demo, etc. ($100,000+)

Feb 2008 Install fire sprinkler system and evacuation system ($6000)

The building is currently in fair condition. The interior spaces of the flanking commercial units
with their small mezzanine floors have been extensively altered and incorporated into the
larger theatre space and converted to use as restrooms and a concession stand that serves the
theatre facility. However, the interior spatial relationships that define the design and function
of a neighborhood theatre (distinct foyer, lobby, auditorium spaces, etc.) are still visually
evident. Many of the property’s key exterior features such as the configuration of the façade
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with central foyer and flanking storefronts; prominent Art Deco inspired vertical signage and
tower; projecting neon lit marquee; and its general massing, scale, design, function, location,
roof form, and siding material are intact. In consideration that it is the last remaining
neighborhood theatre in the City, the evident changes have not so significantly compromised
the property’s original architectural design, historical integrity, or notable character-defining
features.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

Beverly Hills. The early settlement and development of Beverly Hills began on what was called
Rancho Rodeo de las Aguas. This land was originally claimed by Mexican settlers Maria Rita
Valdez and her husband Vicente Valdez around 1822. Aptly named The Ranch of the Gathering
of the Waters, the swamps or “cienegas” that characterize the natural landscape were created
by rain run off flowing out of Coidwater and Benedict Canyons. Vegetable farming, sheep
herding, bee keeping and the raising of walnut trees were the primary agricultural activities
within the rancho lands during the latter half of the nineteenth century. Several attempts at
subdividing and establishing communities on the ranch lands were attempted during the 1860s
and 1880s, but ended in failure.’

In 1906, the Amalgamated Oil Company reorganized as the Rodeo Land and Water Company.
Burton Green played a leading role in formulating the plans for a garden city, located between
Whittier Drive on the west, Doheny Drive on the east, Wilshire Boulevard on the south, and the
foothills above Sunset Boulevard to the north.2 The syndicate hired notable California park
planner, Wilbur F. Cook, Jr., to plan the new community. Cook had worked with landscape
architect Frederick Law Olmsted prior to moving to Oakland in 1905 to establish his own firm.
Comprised of “Beverly” in the commercial triangle between Santa Monica and Wilshire
boulevards and “Beverly Hills” north of Santa Monica Boulevard, the new community was one
of the earliest planned communities in southern California.

In 1914, concern over establishment of a secure water system and the desire to improve the
local school system prompted incorporation of the City of Beverly Hills. The original boundaries
of the City were much the same as they are today, except for the area south of Wilshire
Boulevard, annexed in 1915, and Trousdale Estates, annexed in 1955. Most of the City was
open land at the time of incorporation with development scattered around Canon Drive,
Beverly Drive, Crescent Drive, and the downtown triangle.3

The architecture of Beverly Hills in the years following the City’s founding was dominated by
the Craftsman, Mission Revival, and Period Revival styles (Tudor, Georgian, Beaux-Arts
Classicism). With Beverly Hills establishing itself as a haven for movie stars in the 1920s, the
architectural character of the city began to realize a varying degree of extravagance in the
design of its housing stock. Throughout the late 1920s and 1930s sophisticated period revival

1 Beverly Hills Historic Resources Survey 1985-1986, pg. 5.
2 Ibid, pg. 8-9.

Ibid. pg. 11.
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styles dominated the domestic architecture of the city. By the mid to late 1930s Beverly Hills
became one of the areas in southern California most closely connected with the development
of the Hollywood Regency style. Born of the meeting of Moderne sleekness with the elegance
of early nineteenth century architectural forms, it used simple, primary forms and blank wall
surfaces to project exclusivity and sophistication.4 Beverly Hills’ domestic architecture in the
post-World War II era saw the incorporation of Revival references in its new housing stock, and
also the introduction of contemporary, luxury designs reflective of the Mid-century Modern
idiom.

Commercial building design witnessed a similar evolution. Early buildings in the downtown
triangle tended to be influenced by revival styles, including Spanish, Renaissance, and other
Mediterranean references. The Art Deco and Streamline Moderne styles were also embraced in
the 1920s and 1930s, paving the way for a more modern sensibility that was partially realized in
several Art Moderne/Streamline Moderne and Hollywood Regency business establishments.
While a taste for the Colonial Revival persisted in commercial buildings in Beverly Hills, in the
years following World War II modernism was fully accepted, with numerous examples of the
Corporate International Style and New Formalism peppering the business triangle and
spreading east and west on Wilshire Boulevard.

American Movie Theatres. In the year following the turn of the 20th century, moving picture
theatres enjoyed a remarkable rise in popularity. Almost unknown in 1903, there were
between 5,000 and 10,000 moving picture theatres in the United States by 1910. A strong
national economy and a rapidly growing population supported the popular entertainment
business. The earliest movie theatres, often known as nickelodeons, occupied storefronts in
the main streets of commercial districts across the country between 1900 and 1915. By 1915,
enterprising business people began constructing buildings specifically to house movie theatres.

Following the first quarter of the 20th century, movie-going became an established practice
across the country, and patrons witnessed the birth of a distinctly modern and quintessentially
American architectural creation, the neighborhood motion picture house. While theatres in the
downtown areas became known as movies palaces, the neighborhoods boasted having their
own movies houses. The unique development and functional necessities of the film business
demanded more than imitation. The architects of this new building type were faced with
complex needs requiring a vast collection of rooms under one roof. Often times, neighborhood
theatres were designed with flanking storefronts, a typical scheme of the 1920s and 1930s
property type, to attract both shoppers and theatre-goers.

The exterior of these theatres helped to fill this role, using forms and styles that made them
stand out from their surroundings. As with earlier generations of live theatres and opera
houses, the primary facades of movie theatres expressed the popular architecture of their day.
Creative owners took advantage of stock terra cotta ornament to embellish the fronts of their
theatres while others adopted the stylized features of the Jazz era into their facades. By the
1930s and 1940s geometric Art Deco and Streamlined Moderne motifs were popular for movie

‘ Ibid. pg. 17.
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theatre design. A broad canopy marquee, often accompanied by a towering vertical sign,
announced the building’s name and purpose. To make sure that nobody missed the message or
the latest film, tracer lights and/or neon were used to trim the often elaborate signs. To help
sell tickets, ornately decorated box offices, typically stand along, were often added to the foyer
area of theatres. Inside, the architects sought to impress theatre goers with an abundance of
lobby space. Chair stands were typically tailored to match the overall decor of the theatre. The
auditorium lighting had to be sufficiently bright for patrons to find their seats, but otherwise
subdued for proper atmosphere and film viewing. Cove lighting was one solution; concealed by
ornamental surfaces and features, cove lights bathed the auditorium in a soft multi-color glow.
Backstage equipment included the usual rigging and lighting for stage performers, if the theatre
was so designed for live productions. Asbestos curtains were included to shield the audience in
case of fire on stage. Architects developed circulation patterns to ensure safety and
convenience. Aiding their efforts were the theatre’s own the ushers, many of them uniformed
and trained, who providing additional assistance in entering and existing the auditorium.
Together, it provided and defined the unique building type of the local neighborhood movie
theatre.

Beverly Hills Neighborhood Theatres. The Regina-Fine Arts Theatre is located along Wilshire
Boulevard, one of the main east-west thoroughfares in the city that runs from downtown Los
Angeles through Beverly Hills and ending at the beach in Santa Monica. An important
component of the Wilshire Boulevard economy was its entertainment facilities. By the late
1930s Beverly Hills had five motion picture theatres of varying size and capacity in operation.
Four of the five theatre houses were designed in the Art Deco style and all were sited on or
adjacent to Wilshire Boulevard. The earliest of these theatres was the monumental Beverly
Theatre that was built as a vaudeville playhouse and movie theatre in 1925. Designed by
architect L.A. Smith in the Moorish style it was located near the northeast corner of Beverly
Drive and Wilshire Boulevard. The Fox Wilshire Theatre (now referred to as the Saban Theatre)
was designed by prominent theatre architect S. Charles Lee and was built in 1930 as a grand Art
Deco style movie palace at the southeast corner of Hamilton and Wilshire Boulevard. A year
later the notable Art Deco inspired Warner Brothers Theatre designed by the prominent
theatre architect B. Marcus Priteca was built at the southwest corner of Wilshire Boulevard and
Canon Drive.

Automobiles profoundly affected many aspects of twentieth century life, including movie going
habits. Theatre designs were responding to the needs of the automobile by the mid-1930s.
Owing to changes in aesthetic ideas as well as budgetary considerations, theatre design became
increasingly restrained and simpler, drawing closer to commercial Art Deco and the strand of
Modernism that challenged historical principles. Streamlined design reached its peak during the
mid to late 1930s, by which time the movie palace had been replaced by the next phase of
movie theatre design, the neighborhood theatre house.

As a result of this nationwide trend, two small neighborhood movie houses were built in
Beverly Hills also along Wilshire Boulevard in the late 1930s. Both buildings were built in 1936
and completed in 1937; however, the Regina Theatre (later changed to the Fine Arts Theatre)
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was designed by B. Marcus Priteca while the Elite Theatre (later changed to the Music Hall
Theatre) was designed by Wilfred Verity. These buildings were large volume one-story Art Deco
houses with adjacent storefronts and typified the kind of local movie theatre that was so
prevalent in southern California prior to World War II.

Unfortunately, the establishment of a number of small shopping-center movie houses
beginning in the late 1960s and 1970s and later the construction of multi-screen cinema
complexes helped hasten the demise of many small neighborhood theatres. The change in
movie-going trends, the skyrocketing cost of land and potential development opportunities also
affected viability of the neighborhood theatres. In Beverly Hills, three of the five early movie
theatre venues have been demolished. The only remaining physical representations of this
unique property type in the city are the palatial Saban Theatre (formerly the Fox Wilshire
Theater) and the neighborhood Regina-Fine Arts Theatre. The Saban Theatre operates today
primarily as a live theatre facility while the Regina-Fine Arts Theatre has been closed since
2010, though it had continued to show motion pictures prior to its closing.

Regina-Fine Arts Theatre. The subject property (currently vacant) is situated on an irregular
shape parcel measuring approximate 132 feet (west) by 63 feet (north) by 119 feet (east) by 60
feet (south). The theatre was built along the commercial business thoroughfare of Wilshire
Boulevard within the City of Beverly Hills and adjacent to the City of Los Angeles to the east.
The backside of the property (south side) abuts some of the City’s residential housing stock
dating from the 1920s and 1930s. Because of its geographic location along Wilshire Boulevard
and near La Cienega Boulevard the theatre offered similar program features as the movie
palaces in downtown Los Angeles or Hollywood.

With building permits pulled in 1936, the theatre was built for businessman Joseph De Bell at a
cost of roughly $75,000. Architect B. Marcus Priteca was responsible for the design and S.E.
Sonnichsen, an associate of Priteca’s firm, supervised the construction of the property. At the
same time, De Bell also financed and built the adjacent commercial building to the west (8560 —

8586 Wilshire Boulevard), which incorporated similar architectural ornamentation and stylistic
characteristics as the theatre.

Typical of the period, the theatre was built with a central auditorium space with small stage, an
entry foyer, and lobby, along with flanking commercial storefronts. Constructed with
approximately 800 seats the Wilshire Regina Theatre, as it was initially called, officially opened
on April 21, 1937. The first program included a double featuring the films “That Girl from Paris”
and “Black Legion.” According to the newspaper advertisements of the time, the admission fee
was 25 cents for adults and 10 cents for children. When it was built the theatre featured a
stand-alone ticket box in the foyer, a fountain in the lobby, and a “theaterette” or crying room
in the ladies lounge. The theatre changed hands and name (Fine Arts) in 1948 when Fox West
Coast Theatres took it over and remodeled portions of the exterior and interior to reflect the
Post-World War II taste and trends of the time. It operated as a Fox theatre for several years
with a seating capacity of roughly 700. Re-launching as the Fox Fine Arts, the opening feature
on December 28 was the film “The Red Shoes.” The anchoring storefront units continued to
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operate over the years as various commercial ventures, including a shoe shop, barbershop,
ladies clothing store, etc.

The property continued to operate as a Fox West Coast theatre house for several years
eventually changing ownership to the National General Theatres and then Mann Theatres.
Laemmle Theatres purchased the building in 1984 and operated it until 1993 when it was taken
over by Cecchi Gori Films. It was at this time that the theatre underwent major renovation to
its interior features. The remodeling work included the conversion of the flanking retail shops
into additional spaces of the theatre. In addition, Art Deco inspired decorative features and
furniture were added to the lobby and auditorium areas as part of the renovation work. And a
larger movie screen was installed in front of the original elevated stage area. Almost then years
after re-opening the Cecchi Gori Fine Arts Theatre closed in 2004. A year later the theatre was
leased to the Screening Services Group and re-opened in 2005 with the U.S. premiere of the
film “Mrs. Henderson Presents.” During this time it was utilized primarily as a rental venue and
the theatre was then equipped to handle multiple film and video formats, including 2K Digital
Cinema and Dolby Digital EX. In 2009, Cecchi Gori Films took over ownership of the theatre
once again and operated it for a short time. The venue ultimately closed in the fall of 2010 and
has remained vacant since that time.

Art Deco. The Regina-Fine Arts Theatre is a local representative example of the Art Deco style
as used in structures of modest size and of the type of building (an auditorium combined with
small storefronts) that housed neighborhood movie theatres during the period. The Art Deco
style was introduced at the 1925 Exposition des Arts Decoratifs in Paris, France. Although the
United States did not participate, the Exposition’s influence impacted building design across the
country through the end of the Great Depression of the 1930s. The Art Deco style advocated
the extensive use of applied decoration, in contrast to the Modernist Movement, which used
abstraction instead of decoration. Art Deco designers believed that the applied decoration
should be new in form, reflecting the character of the 20th century, instead of heralding the
past based on classical precedent. Stylized elements of Eastern, Egyptian, and Mayan influence
were commonly incorporated into the decorative treatments of the design. Also commonplace
was ornamentation mirroring machine and automobile patterns and shapes, such as stylized
wheels and gears, as well as natural elements such as sunbursts and flowers.

Simple geographic forms with a strong vertical emphasis characterize most Art Deco buildings.
This verticality is accomplished through the use of pyramidal or stepped roof lines, parapets,
towers, tall pylons, façade stepbacks, pilasters, fluted piers, and elongated windows. The style
often features zigzag or chevron geometric patterns and exterior surfaces clad in tile or glazed
in terra cotta. A characteristic feature of the style found in the subject property is the stylized
stepped parapet and tower element. Art Deco properties sometimes incorporate newer
materials in their construction and design such as aluminum and plate glass.

Benjamin Marcus Priteca, architect. Theatre architect B. Marcus Priteca, as he was referred to,
was born in Glasgow, Scotland in 1881. He attended George Watson College and continued his
studies at Edinburgh University graduating in 1907 and later from The Royal College of Fine Arts
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in 1909. Priteca completed his architectural apprenticeship under Robert MacFarlane Cameron
in Edinburgh before coming to the United States.

In July 1909, Priteca settled in Seattle where he immediately went to work as an architect. A
year later he met Alexander Pantages, a Seattle resident and theatre owner, for whom he
subsequently designed theatres throughout the United States and Canada. Prior to moving to
Los Angeles in 1922, Priteca had designed theatres in Memphis, Tennessee; Kansas City,
Missouri; Fort Worth, Texas; and Salt Lake City, Utah. He remained in Los Angeles until 1929,
when he returned to Seattle where he continued to design theatres nationwide for various
clients. At one time or another Priteca had branch offices in Oakland, San Francisco, and Los
Angeles. B. Marcus Priteca designed over 150 theaters for four different theater chain clients.
In southern California his portfolio of work included the Pantages Theatre in downtown Los
Angeles (1920), the Warner Grand Theatre in San Pedro (1931), the Warner Theatre in
Huntington Park (1930), the Warner Theatre in Beverly Hills (1931), the Pantages Theatre in
Hollywood (1929), and the Regina (Fine Arts) Theatre in Beverly Hills (1938). His architectural
work went beyond theatre design as he also provided architectural services to a number of
projects in and around the Seattle area, including the Congregation Bikur Cholim Synagogue,
the Jewish House Educational Center, and the Longacres Racetrack, among other projects. He
was named a fellow by the American Institute of Architects in 1951, and continued his design
practice in Seattle almost right up to his death in 1971.

EVALUATION OF HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

Evaluation Criteria. In analyzing the historical significance of the subject property, criteria for
designation under the City’s local landmark program was considered. Additionally,
consideration of historical integrity and the State Office of Historic Preservation (OHP) survey
methodology was used to survey and assess the relative significance of the property.

City of Beverly Hills Landmark Criteria. The City’s Historic Preservation Ordinance (Municipal
Code Title 10 Chapter 3 Article 32; BHMC 10-3-32) authorizes the Cultural Heritage Commission
(CHC) to recommend the nomination of properties as local landmarks to the City Council. The
Council may designate local landmarks and historic districts by the procedures outlined in the
ordinance.

The Preservation Ordinance also establishes criteria and the process for evaluating and
designating properties as potential local landmarks. Under the City’s criteria a property must be
more than 45 years old, unless it possesses exceptional significance; retain sufficient historical
integrity to physically illustrate its significance; and satisfy significance criteria.

To be eligible for local designation as a historic landmark, properties must satisfy the following
criteria:

A. The property meets at least two of the following (significance) criteria:

1. Is identified with important events in the main currents of national, state, or
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local history, or directly exemplifies or manifests significant contributions to the
broad social, political, cultural, economic, recreational, or architectural history of
the Nation, State, City, or community;

2. Is directly associated with the lives of Significant Persons important to national,
state, City or local history;

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of
construction;

4. Represents a notable work of a person included on the City’s List of Master
Architects or possesses high artistic or aesthetic value;

5. Has yielded or has the potential to yield, information important in the prehistory
or history of the Nation, State, City or community;

6. Is listed or has been formally determined eligible by the National Park Service for
listing on the National Register of Historic Places, or is listed or has been formally
determined eligible by the State Historical Resources Commission for listing on
the California Register of Historical Resources.

B. The property retains integrity from its period of significance. The proposed landmark
retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, and association. Integrity
shall be judged with reference to the particular significance criteria specified above.

C. The property has historic value. The proposed landmark is of significant architectural
value to the community, beyond its simple market value and its designation as a landmark is
reasonable, appropriate, and necessary to promote protect, and further the goals and purposes
of the City’s historic preservation ordinance.

California Office of Historic Preservation Survey Methodology. The evaluation instructions
and classification system prescribed by the California Office of Historic Preservation (OHP) in its
publication Instructions for Recording Historical Resources provide a three-digit evaluation
rating code for use in classifying potential historic resources. The first digit indicates one of the
following general evaluation categories for use in conducting cultural resources surveys:

1. Property listed in the National Register or the California Register;

2. Property determined eligible for listing in the National Register or the California
Register;

3. Property appears eligible for the National Register or the California Register
through a survey evaluation;

4. Property appears eligible for the National Register or the California Register
through other evaluation;
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5. Property recognized as historically significant by local government;

6. Property not eligible for any listing or designation; and

7. Property not evaluated for the National Register or California Register or needs
re-evaluation.

The second digit of the evaluation status code is a letter code indicating whether the resource is
separately eligible (5), eligible as part of a district (D), or both (B). The third digit is a number
that is used to further specify significance and refine the relationship of the property to the
National Register and/or California Register. Under this evaluation system, categories 1
through 4 pertain to various levels of National Register and/or California Register eligibility. The
California Register, however, may also include surveyed resources with evaluation rating codes
through level 5. In addition, properties found ineligible for listing in the National Register,
California Register, or for designation under a local ordinance are given an evaluation status
code of 6.

Historical Integrity. “Integrity is the ability of a property to convey its significance.” In addition
to meeting the criteria of significance, a property must have integrity. Integrity is the
authenticity of a property’s physical identity clearly indicated by the retention of characteristics
that existed during the property’s period of significance. Properties eligible for local landmark
designation must meet at least two of the local landmark designation criteria and retain enough
of their historic character or appearance to be recognizable as historical resources and to
convey the reasons for their historical significance.

Both the National Register of Historic Places and the California Register of Historical Resources
recognize the seven aspects of qualities that, in various combinations, define integrity. To
retain historic integrity a property should possess several, and usually most, of these seven
aspects. Thus, the retention of the specific aspects of integrity is paramount for a property to
convey its significance. The seven qualities that define integrity are location, design, setting,
materials, workmanship, feeling and association. The seven qualities or aspects of historical
integrity are defined as follows:

• Location is the place where the historic property was constructed or the place where
the historic event occurred.

• Design is the combination of elements that create the form, plan, space, structure,
and style of a property.

• Setting is the physical environment of a historic property.

• Materials are the physical elements that were combined or deposited during a
particular period of time and in a particular pattern or configuration to form a
historic property.
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• Workmanship is the physical evidence of the crafts of a particular culture or people
during any given period in history or prehistory.

• Feeling is a property’s expression of the aesthetic or historic sense of a particular
period of time.

• Association is the direct link between an important historic event or person and a
historic property.

Application of City Landmark (Significance) Criteria. In summary, based on current research
and the above assessment, the Fine Arts Theatre located at 8554 - 8558 Wilshire Boulevard
appears to meet the necessary City of Beverly Hills Landmark criteria (BHMC 10-3-3212).

The property was evaluated according to statutory criteria, as follows:

A. The property meets at least two of the following criteria (BHMC 10-3-3212(A)).

BHMC 1O-3-3212(A)(1) The property is identified with important events in the main currents of
national, state, or local history, or directly exemplifies or manifests significant contributions to
the broad social, political, cultural, economic, recreational, or architectural history of the
Nation, State, City, or community.

The subject property is directly associated with the early recreational, entertainment, social,
and architectural history of the community. Within the City of Beverly Hills the Regina-Fine Arts
Theatre is the last remaining neighborhood theatre venue still intact. It was one of five motion
picture theatres constructed prior to World War II in the City that reflected the varied “hay day”
of early theatre design philosophy. Designed by noted theatre architect B. Marcus Priteca, the
Regina-Fine Arts Theatre is a local extant representative example of the Art Deco style as used
in a small housed neighborhood movie theatre built prior to World War II. When the theatre
became the Fine Arts Theatre in 1948 (new owners) the venue was the site of a number of
motion picture premieres. It was also considered a very popular venue in Beverly Hills for
younger theatergoers, particularly when they showed classic horror films such as Dracula or
Frankenstein. Since the subject property visually and physically manifests significant
contributions to the early social, entertainment, recreational, and architectural history of the
community in the form of a neighborhood motion picture theater it appears to satisfy this
criterion.

BHMC 1O-3-3212(A)(2) The property is directly associated with the lives of Significant Persons
important to national, state, City or local history.

Current research did not reveal that the property located at 8554-8558 Wilshire Boulevard is
associated with any historic personages important in our past. In particular, no evidence was
uncovered to indicate that the property’s initial owner and developer Joseph J. De Bell or any of
the shop tenants were important to the City’s history. Therefore, the property does not appear
to satisfy this criterion.
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BHMC 1O-3-3212(A)(3) The property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type,
period, or method of construction.

Within the City of Beverly Hills the theatre building, despite its alterations, is a rare extant
example of a modest size Art Deco inspired neighborhood theatre. It retains sufficient historical
integrity to convey its distinctive characteristics of a particular style, property type, and
historical period. The structure with its small scale, Art Deco designs, and neighborhood
orientation further establishes its historical use and function. Sited along Wilshire Boulevard its
ornate, cantilever marquee with period neon lite font lettering and decorative parapets
culminating in a tower were designed to be the focal point for the venue and tender it highly
visible along the busy Street. Stylistically, the property also embodies a number of
distinguishing architectural characteristics of the Art Deco idiom, including its vertical emphasis
utilizing stepped parapets and reeded pilasters, as well as the stepped neon wrapped central
tower. Hence, it can be concluded that the property appears to satisfy this criterion.

BHMC 1O-3-3212(A)(4) The property represents a notable work of a person included on the
City’s List of Master Architects or possesses high artistic or aesthetic value.

This property was designed by noted architect B. Marcus Priteca. The City’s list of Master
Architects includes architect B. Marcus Priteca. Priteca is considered one of America’s most
prominent and prolific theatre designers in the country because of his work during the first half
of the twentieth century. He established a trend with his use of the Moderne and Art Deco
styles in theatre architecture. Priteca’s portfolio of theatre design included venues for both live
productions and motion pictures. His commissions varied from large elaborate movie palace-
like structures to small-scale aptly designed neighborhood theatres. His work spanned across
the country and Beverly Hills was fortunate enough to have two theatres designed by this
prominent and well-established architect (though only the subject property remains extant
today). The Regina-Fine Arts Theatre, therefore, satisfies this criterion.

BHMC 1O-3-3212(A)(5) The property has yielded or has the potential to yield, information
important in the prehistory or history of the Nation, State, City or community.

The property does not appear to satisfy this criterion.

BHMC 1O-3-3212(A)(6) The property is listed or has been formally determined eligible by the
National Park Service for listing on the National Register of Historic Places, or is listed or has
been formally determined eligible by the State Historical Resources Commission for listing on the
California Register of Historical Resources.

The property is not currently listed on the National Register of Historic Places or the California
Register of Historical Resources, nor has it been formally determined eligible for listing on the
National Register or the California Register. Though the property was previously evaluated as
potentially eligible for listing on the National Register as part of a locally funded citywide survey
it does not satisfy this criterion.
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B. The property retains integrity from its Period of Significance (BHMC 10-3-3212(B)).

The period of significance for the subject property is the period of time from 1936 to 1949. This
period of roughly fourteen years spans from when building permits were acquired and
construction began to the year following when the theatre changed ownership and name (from
the Regina Theatre to the Fine Arts Theatre). Given the rarity of Art Deco buildings in the City,
particular those associated with the neighborhood movie theatre property type, the alterations
to the building’s storefronts and entry area do not materially detract or adversely impact the
overall integrity of the subject property. Those important features of design, materials,
location, setting, workmanship, feeling, and association from the period of significance are still
evident in the subject property and help to render it historically significant.

C. The property has Historic Value (BHMC 10-3-3212(C)).

Because of its distinct property type, architectural styling and character, association with a
master architect and its contribution to the City’s historical and architectural heritage the
property is considered to have historic value. It can be concluded that the property is valuable
to a study of the local architectural history of the 1930s in Beverly Hills and of the Art Deco style
as applied to a neighborhood movie house. Therefore, the property satisfies this criterion.

Character-defining Features. Every historic property is unique, with its own identity and its own
distinguishing character. A property’s form and detailing are important in defining its visual
historic character and significance. It is a property’s tangible features or elements that embody
its significance for association with specific historical events, important personages, or
distinctive architecture and it is those tangible elements; therefore, that should be retained and
preserved.

Character refers to all those visual aspects and physical features that comprise the appearance
of every historic property. According to National Park Service Brief 17, Architectural Character:
Identifying the Visual Aspects of Historic Buildings as an Aid to Preserving Their Character,
character-defining features include the overall shape of a property (building, structure, etc.), its
material, craftsmanship, decorative details, interior spaces and features (as applicable), as well
as the various aspects of its site and immediate environment (form, configuration and
orientation).

The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties defines historic
character by the form and detailing of materials, such as masonry, wood, stucco, plaster, terra
cotta, metal, etc.; specific features, such as roofs, porches, windows and window elements,
moldings, staircases, chimneys, driveways, garages, landscape and hardscape elements, etc.; as
well as spatial relationships between buildings, structures, and features; room configurations;
and archaic structural and mechanical systems.

Identifying those features or elements that give a historic property visual character and which
should be taken into account and preserved to the maximum extent possible is important in
order for the property to maintain its historical significance. In addition to the overall height,
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massing, footprint, and spatial relationships of the subject property that defines it as a
neighborhood motion picture theatre from the 1930s, there are a number of architectural
characteristics evident on the building. Distinctive and important character-defining features
associated with the subject property include its symmetrical arrangement along its façade,
stepped tower, shallow setbacks, reeded piers, large overhanging marquee with neon signage
scrolled in a period font, and strong geometric patterns articulated in the tower and parapets
on either side of it. Additional characteristics of the property type include the flanking
storefronts; central entry foyer area into the theatre; the movie bill display cases; and the
distinct separation and formal procession of the foyer area and lobby to the voluminous
a ud Ito ri urn.

CONCLUSION

As discussed herein, the Regina-Fine Arts Theatre satisfies the City of Beverly Hill’s criteria for
designation as a local Landmark, as required in the City’s Historic Preservation Ordinance
(BHMC Section 10-3-32 12).

The property satisfies the requirement of subsection 10-3-3212(A)(1), in that it “is identified
with important events in the main currents of national, state, or local history, or directly
exemplifies or manifests significant contributions to the broad social, political, cultural,
economic, recreational, or architectural history of the Nation, State, City, or community.”
Designed and used as a neighborhood motion picture theatre house the subject property was
an integral part of the early social, entertainment, recreational, and architectural history of the
community. In addition, the subject property satisfies the requirements of subsection 10-3-
3212(A)(3), in that it “embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or
method of construction.” The subject property is a rare local representative example of the Art
Deco style as used in a structure of modest size and of a particular property type (movie theatre
with an auditorium combined with small storefronts) that housed a movie theatre of the
period. And under the requirements of subsection 10-3-3212(A)(4), the Regina-Fine Arts
Theatre satisfies this criterion in that it “represents the notable work of a person included on
the City’s List of Master Architects.” The property also satisfies the requirements of subsection
10-3-3212(B) in that it retains sufficient integrity to visually and physically convey its historical
significance, and subsection 10-3-3212(C) since its unique architecture and historical past are
considered tangible evidence that help to give it historic value.
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8554-8558 Wilshire Blvd.

Location Map
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SKETCH PLAN
Main (First) Floor, Existing Conditions
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1. Concession area
2. Lobby area with stairwells
3. Lounge
4. Expanded women’s restroom
5. Women’s restroom
6. Men’s restroom
7. Auditorium
8. Rear exit and stairwell (west)
9. Stage area
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SKETCH PLAN
Upper Floor, Existing Conditions

KEY:

1. Auditorium space below
2. Projection room

3. Film storage room
4. Stairwell to lobby
5. Office
6. Restroom
7. Crawl space/ceiling rafters
8. Stairwell to lobby
9. Storage
1 0. Rear office and stairwell (east)
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SKETCH PLAN
Main (First) Floor, Original Configuration
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FINE ARTS THEATRE, LOOKING SOUTH

FINE ARTS THEATRE AT DUSK, LOOKING SOUTH



FINE ARTS THEATRE, WEST ELEVATION, LOOKING EAST

FINE ARTS THEATRE, OBLIQUE VIEW, LOOKING SOUTHEAST



LOBBY AREA, LOOKING NORTH

LOBBY AREA, LOOKING SOUTH



AUDITORIUM, LOOKING SOUTHEAST

AUDITORIUM, LOOKING SOUTHWEST
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with a seating capacity of 750
persons, and two staterooms. It
will be of reinforced concrete
and brick construction and will
have ground dimensions’ 60 liv
120 feet.

Work Started
on School Addition

Work has been started on a
one-story and basement addition
to the classroom building at the
Holly-avenue school site, Holly
avenue and Duarte Road, Ar’
cadla. Contract at $21,30 was
nwirdcct to John W. Thlesen of
Pasadena. Paul Kingsbury is the
‘archItect.

Rcsidnce Scheduled
A I5,000 residence Is to be

erected at 288 North Saltair ave
title fat’ Freti MacMurray, it
will contain nine rooms anl 1 to
trnve ground dl tnensiots forty’
five by flfty.four feet.

FORMER WISCONSIN RESIDENTS. OWN IT
The obove-shpwn’ Georib’n-yp, hIne-room residence at 781 Mokolm avenue, Wost
wood Hf us, has been purchased by Mr. and Mrs. Arthur W. Greenwood, former resi
dents of Lakemills, Wis., from Sam ]. Katz. Land and structureu represent on Invest
ment of approximately $16,500. Thb dwelling’s site Is east of the University of Cali
fornia atLos Angeles, In resldehtloP area developed by Jonss lnvcstnterit Corporation.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



LOS ANGELES — DOWNTOWN
ARCADE “Girl From III:?, Ave.”
53* s. ODWY. “THE GLASS KEY’

Wail 3120 (All Seat. JOe)

CAMEO “time. Square Lade”
328 1. ODWY. “OUR RELATIONS”
MUtial 1074 tMl Seata JOe)

MILLION S “You Only Live Once”
OflOADWAYat3rd. “HATS OFF”
Ml€hI.o Dill Sinai: 30 W.ndpr Artlilt

GRAND All Swedlih Proeram TOWN ‘Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde’
730 1. Grand “OODERKOKAW’ “4 R, HILL Ftdti North, ‘Mary
IOU, 5121 Addad Swediak Sheet Films TUifree 4837 Hutii, FQriLire.’ Sidney

DOWNTOWN BROADWAY THEATRESJJNC.
-.Y -BROADWA Garbo-Taylor PRESI DENT “ItOLY TERROR”

42* 8. 8DWY. “CAMILLE” 1118 ROWY, JffleIte MacDonald
NIck?,., 8272 “Plouch & the S(ar’ MIthi.., 6272 Nelvon Eddy

OLYMPIC win floerra “MAYTIME”8th & RDWY. “STATE FAIR”
MtcbI;no 6772 “FRONT PAGE” I —

ORPHEUM C,us “an—on Stare RIALTO “DAMAGED
0th & ODWY, “Her husband Lie.’ 8th C QOWY.
Mlth1tn 8232 “S’Avi,’ p’,” Mlchiiin 6272 GOOD”

___________________________

-‘a

PALACE Dixon TOWER Miriam Hopkins
8th & EDWY. “Mon Arc Not God?’820 0, flflwY,

MIChI6QS 8272 Ruby Keelet Mithilas 6272
Pat O’Brien

“Ready, Willing and Abte”It’THE GREAT O’MALLEY”
Carole Lombard-Fred M*cMurray IOtSwing High, Swing L AddItional Downtown Bromdw,’ Thea-

OW I tra., Inc., Information Call Mlchtjan 0222

SANTA MONICA — BRENTWOOD— SAWTELLE
ELWtIRO MacMurrav.Onkie, NUART
SANTA MONICA “Champa,jie Vaitn.” RAWTELLE “Borderland”
SM. 71.144 “Yost Only Lle Once” WLA 32700

MAJESTIC Errol Janr flarwell . Lout. WIIon

SANTA MONICA “GREEN LIGHT” “Laughing at Trouble”5. M. 22460 “4 DAYS WONDER”

WII3HIRE John flarrymote T1VOL!
SANTA MONICA “Bill ni Divorcement” aAWTELCE “Daniel Boone”SM. 28203 ‘Love Before Breakiast’ Wi,A 11826

Brentwood “GuUd.a Drumm.,,,j r.. mt F.. Brown -Harlan 7’Iarvh
11611 WII.SII?RC 110,1” “General Spanky” “,4hen’s Your Birfhdoy”f_t., ._4i77 Snerlal AtLratlqn

WHIJ
ROXY ‘Men Who Reclaimed
Fnrmmly Sc.n1o Ill. fEtid”
WHITTIER “Adr.nIur I, Mmnhittan”

WARDMAN “FAMILY
WHITTIER

___________________________________

43422 AFFAIR
WHiTTIER FEILNAND GRAVET
TlER “King and Chorus Girl”

LONG BEACH —WILMINGTON
BELONT WillIam Powell I LEE WIlliam Powell
4518 E, 2ND. “One Way Pasiage” (217S E, 4TH, “,ttter the Thin Man”
11001 “0 Men on a Hotne”J 62352 “Under Your Soehi”

EBELL. Patricia Em.
- AVALON “uNDERCOVER MAN”

3rd C CERRITOS “l.n,e Betpm at 20” WILMINGToN Johnny Mark Brown
8.1308 “BENGAL TIGER” “No Ma ot Her Own”

SUBURBAN and COMMUNITY
STRAND “fltcK LTox”

- EGYPTIAN aAnnO-TAjon
BELVEDERE 005, “SEA DEVILS” MAYW000 “CAOIII.LF,”
ANiNut 2607 RI, Ada Vadeyflle LA, R4 ‘WHITE IIUNTF,R”

GARDEN “t.arceny on the Air” MONTROSE GARBO-TAYLOR
448k TeIeitah 4, “Lady From Nowhere” MONTROSE “CAMILLE”
AN. 94444 Free China to Ladhea “We’re On Ohe Jury”

MADRID Stirts Thursday ORANGE $ir Simon,
CANOGA PARK “BELOVED ENEMY” ORANGE “SEVENTH HEAVEN”

Selected Short. “HAPPY GO LUCKY”

OVINA Jonah Matthew. - OXNARD COME EARLY
COVINA “Head Quit NH?. In Law.” OXNARD “Last of Mr., Cheyney”
toot “Laughin, at TrnhIe” OXeard St “REMflRANBT”

MERALTA Edmund Lowe - PALM SPRINGS MAJOR FEATURE
DOWNEY aUfldC Cover itt NIrht” PALM SPRINGS Sc1cted Short Subjects4900 “SECRET VALLEy”

YOSEMITE ‘G’s CassMrv RENNIE Claire Trevor. —

EAGLE ROCK ‘SEA DEVILS” SAN FERNANDO “Time Oat Ice Rewire.”
AL,5Bq “Cnuntty Coualne SflrCIaI Attraction

El Centro IV*llaet Beer — MISSION —EARPHONES—

BROADWAY “OLD hUTCh” PLAYHOUSE “Soltiler the Lady”
“PADREE CORF.EPA’ SAN GABRIEL “Murder Gene Ia

FTL. MORE “Don’t Tell, the Wife” GEM Boris RarOnif
FI1.LUORE SOUTH GATE “Man W• Cloud Aralit”

Guy K’ibbee “Sin.,otChIhdreti’....

HUNTINGTON “RHODES” SOUTH GATE WIlliam Powtll,

HUNTINGTON l’X. SOUTH GATE “Atter The Thin Man”

it. am. ‘RED tIGHTS AHEAD’ LA. 61M — “WOMAN WISE” —

SEVILLE iica Fan, UPLAND Pat O’BrIen

INGLEWOOD “SONG BABY SING” UPLAND “The Great O’3laHtv”

“Cr*tg’a Wife,’ olp* “They Wanted In Marry”

LA JLLA “ADVENTURE IN MISSION “YELLOW CARGO”
V tNT U .1 AGRANADA MANHATTAN” Conrad Nagel

-

-
Slatta Fridayl

“OUTCAST”
“Tn ot- the Town”

Classified Ad 1 -- No Title
Los Angeles Times (1923-Current Fifr,); Apr 21, 1937;
ProQtiest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times (18$ 1-1987)
pg.15 V

LOS ANcELES — NEiGHBORHOOD

COZY Anlalrc.Itoger.,
520 8, RDWY. “ROHEItTA”

“CIMABRON”

ROXIE “SEA
sia S. FIOWY, DEVILS”MUtual 7633

Georgr Brent-Beverly Robert.

‘God’s Country & Woman’

ADAMS OfaeOturrar’OakIe METRO “CLARECE”
1108 U, ADAMS “Champarne .1f’atti” 4720 W, WASH, “I Promime to l’ay”
PA_rk.ay 3464 “WIIITF. ItLD*TER” WHItney 4013 SPecial Attraction

AMERICAN “STATE FAIR,” Wilt PARK “Lutk?..t Girl l Wield”
“hiDEOUT”

4727 8, ODWY. Raiera, “With Love N. £IGUEROA Sreeial Attt.ctlcn8282 and Ktieea,” Tomlin AL. 082.4

ARLINGTON “G.d’,C.u,lt’ C W,mao” PLAYHOUSE Deanna Durbin.
2317 W, WASH. CAMILLE” 284 W, 7th, “ SMART GIRI,S”
PArkway 3331 SsnecIa% Attta*ttnn VAndik. 5f7 “WtNTEItSET”

BALBOA “PARK AVENUE PRINCESS Errolylynn “ChARGE
1713 5, VERMONT LOGGER” ar05 S. MAIN OF J,tGhtr BRIGADE”
THOFOWI1I 4104 “Store Than Serreiary”
JEANETTE, MacDONALD-NELSON EDDY REGENT MrrlpObtron

“MAYTIME” 4012 5. VERMONT “HEl.GVEI) ENEMY”
V ADiMI 7123 “GENP.RAL.SPANKT”

BARD’S Michael Whalen RIVIERA Melvyn DolIelAa
Cronlhaw.Adifla
PArkway 3103 ‘Time Out for Romance’ 5002 W, ADAMS “IVomen of Glamour”

OR,.,, tIll “CLARENCE”
JEANEDrE MacDONALD-NELSON EDDY EtELATIONS”

“MAYTIME” 1715 5. MAiN ‘ROSE BOWL”
Special Altracttesn

CENTURY Merie Oberon STRAND (Cont. from 1 P.M.)
6041 8, RDWY. “BEI.OVED ENEMY”
THlrnwall 3133 “NEA DE8’ILS” 4411 8. ODWY. “HOLY TERROR”ADims 8144
DRtVE—IN Ioacoh C*fleia OOIRIAOI hOPKINS
Pit, , Wtttwood “Man of the People” “MEN ARE NOT GODS”FItzroy 2?lI

JOE U, BROIYN.MAREAN MARSH

‘When’s Your Birthday?’ “3re4 Holiday” Edmund
1405 W, P100 Lowe. “2 i a Crowd”

Florence Mills 0’rrdri March,
wJ(h heel MeCrea

3511 8, CENTRAL “Anthony ,idvrr.e” TIVOLI Dick Powell
“Come Closet Folka” 4210 9. CENTRAL “ON TIlE A’ENUE”

HOLLYWAY iilaeMurray-6akle ADam. 7347 “SEA DEVILS”

1825 SUNSET “Champagne IV*ltr” TRJAN “LET’S MAKE
MUtual I’ll “SEA DEVILS” 731 W. Iellv, nba. A MILLION”
LA TOSCA “o SMART GIRLS”

J’R,
0051Gary Conner-lean Arthur

8230 5. VERMONT “Here Come. Carter” PLANSMAN”(All ScaLa iOn

Manchester “PAROLE RACKET” VICTORIA “Devil’s Playground”
Manchester & Odwy, Errol Flynn rico at VERMONT Brace - DouglatTWiosaka 9171

. “GREEN LIGHT” “WOMEN OF GLAMOUR”
6 BIG ACTS VAUDEVILLE SPECIAL ATTRACTION

MAYNARD “LegIon itt Terror” Washington ‘CRAIG’S WIPE,’ John
flàlras “EVERYThING2482 W, WASH. ‘Week End MIllIonaIre’ 747 W. WASH,

pArhw.f 7107 Snecial Attraction IS THUNDER”

MERALTA Edmund Lowe. YORK “DANIEL BOONE”

20.13 C, 1ST. ‘tInder Cover of Night’ 404a York Blyd, “PAROLE RACKET”
AN, 7114 ‘U.s whe Worked MIracle.’ AL, 3013 Special Attraction

• LOS ANGELES — WILSHIRE DISTRICT
Ambassador “STOLEN HOt.TDAY,” MPART “Happy Go Lucky”
3400 wicsuini Kay Franek- Tmpto it Rampart
DRCrCI 3000 Claude RaIns FE. 0020 Lee Tracy

EL REV Ft..
‘ Perhfai “SOLDIER AND “CRIMINAL LAWYER”

Wlkhltn C Durnuld. THE LADY” SPECIAL ATTRACTION
YOrk 0088

Chorte Rugglpu-Mice Brady WILTERN
- “PLOUGH ANDtttt,,Aintl ‘‘flltr Own Rricinc” Wtlahtra .1 Weater,*

çt*

THE STARS”

I REGINA — GRAND OPENING Clark Gable - Joan Crawford

WIIihIr. Near Tonight—6 P,M. ‘LOVE ON THE RUN”Li Cleneqa

MQLTOOD
HUNLEY’S Deanna Durbln, ORIENTAL “tvnhTiiiitn”
3Ii5Hoi1ywwdBi, “Three Smart GIrli,” 7425 SUNSEt “WE’RE ON THE
OLYmPIa dill ‘H.Iong Cansidy Retutne’ HIlielde 1148 JURY”

[OS FELIZ George Brent CALL HILLSIDE 1 148 FOR
V*rm.nt at Feloklts “Cad’i Cnuntty C Wines” .......SPIC1AL ATTRACTiON
Dymp!a sIts “You Only Ltve Once”

ARCAL U. 5, Gov’t Film VOUE V Boric Karloff
t025 Hahlywwd flIed, ‘TIER PLOW THAT 6873 HeTlywind filed, “BLACK ROOM”
Htmpalaad 7300 BROKE THE PI,AINS” FREE PARK1NC

Errol Flynn Clark G,hlr-Carrtr Lombard
“CHARGE OP LIGhT BRIGADE” ‘NO MAN OF- HER OWN’

(MI Seats SOc Inc. Litres—Free Parking)

VISTA William Powell CONSULT THE DAILY GUIDE FOR
4470 SUNSET “1aa( ot Ott., Cheyney” BEST IN THEATER ENTERTAINMENTOLOmola 5205 “BREEZING HOME”

PASADENA — ARCADIA
BARD’S “BRITISH AGENT” STATE Gary Ceooer
Calorid. 3111 “Larceny on the Alt” PASADENA “THE PLAINSMAW’
OLneherd 7244* Special Attraction Ciletida 4847 “ - “As Old - Sp*utih Carte’s”

FAiR OAKS ‘WINTF,RSET,’ ap WASHINGTON Fredrle Macrh
85 N. FAIR 0,858 Meredith, ama 8C5 C. WASH. ‘ANTHONY ADTERSE’
Celtrada 2339 “FLYING IIOSTESS” SterIlse 0140 “The flet Tble)ten.”

PARK — Dick Powell — ARCADIA - l.aat Time Tonight
1373 N. FAIR OAKS”Gdld flfuers- at ‘33” ARCADIA, CALIF. “ON THE AVENUE”
NIajar, 2113 “SInner Take All” “BLACK LEGION”

PASADENA Ho,nphrey Bogart CONSULT THE DAILY GUIDE fOR
PASAIIENA “SLACK T,EGTOS”
Terrato 322.1 “Sinr Me a Lore Song” BEST 1N THEATER ENTERTMNMENT

‘TIER

LYN WOOD Edmund Lowe
- CONSULT tHE DAILY GUIDE FOR

SELECTED SHORTS — L AT ES T N E W S ON ALL PROGRAMS LYNW000 “Under Cover ol lg1st”
Lyiwood 555 “flen’I Tell 18* Wlte” BEST IN THEATER ENTERTAINMENT

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



cARMI.
n113001&M,elti

OR (rtrt 07101807
VIrginlu Bruce

ISV,. To.. Li V’nunx
IMbA$T LAIVELK
fli S. W..ls•, Vietor 71,Li,len
FREE PARKISIT SEA QEVOLS

FAIRFAX Doari Open n:oii
O,o,eI, il FiSlu Hit Hs,b.ed. i.tr,la,y

SIAYTISIE

FIGUEROA tDoOrOpeeIIt’.50.)

V” QUALITY STREET
Cirala Lnmbrrd-F,,d Mac3lurrry

Swing High, Swing Low

FILMARTE STARTS —1221 N. VIe.
FRIDAY!

3ev HardIep-Noy Aibe.E. F. Hpl.o.E. Am..

HOLI DAY
51,8 P,otIl.An, 0,itik.Ft,d Ahoy

THANKS A MILUON
1LUKNfb LOOt VITO
flopiel..tC.n,i,y NOBODY SAW

Once Sttnre.Cirp Gr,rL
WHEN YOU’RE IN LOVE
Golden (.iote MARCH OF TIME
SIll WhiSlep Clad. Fair Warning

‘ Fern., d Ge,vel.J,un fllnni53tl

KING & CHORUS GIRL
HERMOSA
HERMISA £245 Rim -Sinnont

SEVENTII HEAVEN

Highland * Smakinc InflAlnony
5tH N. FIeuea Whnn Y,U’e. in Len,

MAJOR ::::, PREVIEW

TOWhJ
CO MPTO N

UPTOWN
SRI S. h’lOI.rfl

WESTERN

FREE PARKING

WlLMIK
5440 WilihIr.

• PASADENA. SO. PASADENA. MONPOVLA.

Unltod Artitia * Coot. Difly
ILI,Oh4td 70454 Lit’, Get Married

City Gr.nt.M.rt Beta,,

ROMANCE Cr RICHES

RIALTO * (Cost, from I P.M.)
10. tfl.Ku. Silt Trouble in MOrOCCOCL.

Geucn.KrnL Tw,5,r

WHEN LOVE IS YOUNG

I RITZ * When Tenet in Love LYRIC *Ga. Pa,. IL. IliaC E. Flynn-Anita Lonlan HOURS VIAHE. COSt GREEN LTGflT Man. Ii

a

Classified Ad 3 -- No Title

Los Angeles Times (1923-Current file.); Apr 22, 1937;
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times (188 1-1987)
pg. 11

*-

ur’J

LA UREA rugoc. Vie,
Ilk and La I,,, 51km Teem In L.nI

COVEN LIGHT

Larchmonf R,4dY.WIhIIRII$Abli

QUALiTY STREET

LEIMLRT One pea,

‘REC PAOXINfl fliaily. Whllini & Ak).
K.thutlea Itnpburn’Ft,onhat Ten.

OUALITY STREET

AKl,.AU
52 S. BOWY.

LYRIC
HUHTINOtOA FR. Ge,. Bnnflt
LA. COOS 0.da Caial,y F. Wide

METRO Rirhued Di.
4720 W. WASH. ‘flenhi’. Piuynr,u,3”
WHIt,,, 4213 “Womtn nO GI.m,ue”
PARK “U.,.
nos s. FIOSERDA ‘SMART BLONDE”
AL 0053 II, Till S P.M. too. 20

PLAYHOUSE Upon,. Garb),.
264 W. 711,. “2 SMART GIRLS’

VAndIS. SCSI “WONTERSET’

LOS ANGELES— DOWNTOWN
trim ISIS Ave.” MILLION $ “BElOVED ENEStY”“TILE GLASS KEY’ OAOWAY rE 3,d “Tenable In ,Stonor,u”(AS Snot. 05,) — sat 35 ST.VGE ARTISTS

Maruin* GIRL OVERBOARD
Hnicci it 0.5.51 Vl,tnt MtL.,l,n
t g•EIii Nop.o Sl,.l, I. Mlt.Ing

t!t
FEEt FAIKIMS GREEN 1.1011?

MESA SI,rde’a iVamaa

C,inthnn C Elision LVII

PARISIAN
V,,,.M it Ilk GIRL OVERBOARD
Fe., PackIni N.n.y St..). a MInolel

VENNA tirE flop—OPtS 0:42

SVet,t.UtnntlS WIn, it iS. M,IeI
rE. coca 8tn 7k,. STOLES IIOLIfl_

1)EONDO I0’r.mI..tiPuY
NE02NDO 51,1 F. It. Chops, 01,1
SS M.voh nO TImt_

RITZ OR. Saute Open 51St)
1211 101,1,7 Kepler

WItohI,. it Li Ito tardy. WAll,. & Ak?.
KatharIne lletburn-Fr,”mhtt Tone

OUALITY STREET

CAMEO,, ROE “SEA —
d150 t,ia 0*11 se.ti Soil DEVILS”
COZY I80tAirl.1010e71, Grin, Bnat-E.on,ly R.h,ro.
sot a. onWY. ‘God’s Country & Woman’
GRAND All Iwedlu, Pregnim TOWN ‘fir, Jekyll & SIr. Linde’730 5. Sr.ed “OODEBKOKAW Au a HILL Ftedrl, Starch, ‘StoryMU. 512t Add.d no.41.5 ShIrt File, 15th, 4131 Runt,,. FagIllee.’ Rid,,,

DOWNTOWN B ROADWAY TH EATRES, I NC.
BROADWAY PRESIDENT mnnow
MighI ,.v 0072”Plough A the HI.y,” Mtthl.e 4172 Snoop Eddy
OLYMPIC WIU 0 none, CtIjfl A rIr ,,
Aoha,,tll2’ ‘ 7p53)7;T p3• 3ViIXI I ‘lvi
ORPHEUM ciuo Van—no nt.g RIALTO “DAM1Oil, F. EDWY. ‘ Vet Iluahind Li,1’ .
01,511100075 ‘NAVY SPY’ .hIaae 1272

PALACE toe Dicon TOWER Mitbm Hoimu
MIthi,.n 0272 Ruby Koeler MitSui, 617i Men Are Not Coda”
“Ready, Willing and Able” “THE GREAT O’MALLEY”Cirole Lombard.Frcd MlCMurrsy
‘Swing High, Swing Low”

SANTA MONICA — URNTWOOD — SAWTELLE
ELMIRO Ganba-To,tnr NUARTSANTA MONICA ,,SrMlLF CAWTELLE “Borderland”
MAJESTIC p.t O’Brien Jane Darnell-teel, SEll,,,
45j41i5

::‘ HhOO.I0,.Z “Laughing at Trouble”

nANTAUO80CA
:mr:’: HTELLF

“DaB

c? “When’s Your Birthday”
W. L A. 31177 “D,))’. Fl.ynrnu,d” orEciAr. ATTnAorroN

WHITTIER

GUEST TICKETS FOR ‘SINGTIME’ UPON REQUEST AT

ANY FOX WEST COAST THEATRE!

COME_EARLY!—WllER YOU SEE STAR -

ALCAZAR Ssnk Avenue Laoo,m - ‘ “ -
OELL Fr.. Vh,ior SlnLgl.,
LA. 3101 P.nhlei Nones ttel. I. Mliii,.

__________________________________

BELMONT Tim. Out top H.e4nt.

EEPAKINGI MAYTIME

_________________

BE%ERLY2 Lite0!I,MAUUU

WthIra’N,jl 4141 QUALITY STREET
$Imtnp SImtn-J.mm. Siewant

SEVENTH HEAVEN

___________

Boulevard 5.801 51101. Ii M1UGs1‘ With. aad V.ee.nt GREEN LtGILT
MereholTlme

I California A DOCTOR’S
I’lL DIARY

Sbmnnr SImon — Jump. Rt.i.. I

SEVENTH HEAVEN
CARLTON The Great O’iiiy

I
Well.,, it 54th
FREE PARKISS Who, Coy,

I,

YSung

I____________

____________

I

_____________ _____________

I
I
I

_____________

I

_____________ _____________

I

_______________ _______________

I

_______________

I

_________________ _________________

I

__________________

I

_______________________

APOLLO W1n1, IC 5k, MKeIni
HtlIyno.d n,, Wottety CBalrd.PIS.h).Mopt.
F,,, Pooiio, iRnny—Leat .0 Mo,. Chlrey
EGYPTIAN Cont.Iron 12:30p.m.
ELaditon. 1101 A FAMILY AFFAIR

________________________________

I Cir.lnnethiedS’t,d MocMurn.y

Swing High, Swing Low

_______________________

I IRIS lEnd, to Nn’nt El Portal * Doors Open 5:30
0 SIlnoo4 BiRd.

i,niin,.y V

I QUALITY STREET

I Alexander * Coil SrOOO-Uani Orl California * Show Slu,t, 5:30 p.m.
SMohi 54201 ROBIREI Ond Richos OUah. 04047 Let’s Get Married
MAJOR You, PREViEW LLOYDS OF LONDQN

I MICKEY MOUSE CARTOONCAPITOL * CONT. DAILY G t * 0 nco Open 5’(”
•

0)4*51 54401 CIRCUS GIRL ills a. v, Y.,,.n. Last of Mrs. Chey,ey
I EhieMo flor.t3eie Anthnr Lnrett. Y,ang.T. Pnwer.S,n Ameob.

History Is Made at Nite LOVE IS NEWS

Gr,,n Ma,rn
When S’,u’ne In Lone
A FAMILY AFFAIR

MAYTIME
VI LLAEi imoR-MOwar5
WEITW005 5,oonlh HcavnnOX. 1301

IMPORTANT

MAJOR
STUDIO

00EVIEWFEATURE’

LOS ANGELES — NEIGHBORHOOD
AiiAMS SloohIuer.p .0480, MKALTA Edmund Lowe,
iooa W. ADAMS °‘ChamOiler lYotin” Oa . 1ST. Under Came ml Night
PAok.SS 2454 “WIIITC ILUNTEIE” Ati.71I4 ‘Mo aho W.rk.i MIr..ios

AMERICAN ‘STATE FAIn,” VEhil
4727 a. ISWY. D ot,m. . “With L’l,n
ASny, COOt ond tSruee,” T,mll,

ARLINGTON Atm. ire
‘2317 W. WASH. “Wit;FSAlE’
FArtneF tOM .‘fl .,mntOA, Nuttthee”

BALBOA “PARK AVENUE
TNoboooli4iQ4T LOGGER”
3EABETTE M.,5ONALDNELSO80 EDDY PRINCESS .,

Oath.,. Staaw,ck
IlkA A °F C A t1 1105 0. HAIU P1,41k and th. pIts”
m I I I IVR “PMAIRT BLONDE’

SPECIAL ATTRACTION nIONT “SELOS’EO ENEMT”

BARD’S COME EARLY AStvi7elS “GCNER5L SPANKY”

Er,,ah,o.Adim. . RIVIERA “Devil’, Ph broOdd”
CArACaS 0105 Cl000l Barrymora

, ASAMC flIohOOd Dix..”Whitr

‘A FAMILY AFFAIR’
Caeola Lnmhird-Fred NatMueroy 1711 5 MAIN ‘005E POEt,”

Its . U. I. C ‘ I a’ ‘
(Mt SeA 1541

wing ig , wng ow YitAND iCont, frsm 1 p.m.)
£1;l;( • lYau3nIy

WY. “GIRL OVERBOARD”
TH.ee.oti SI13 °Ceiminal Luw,em” Jeirta Stitih.w. • O.nule 0031071

DRIVE-IN Ralph Ecllamy 1WHEN YOU’RE iN LOVE’
itntLl’ I:’Il

Olu S : iLdy ijr—

L
dli 11,1 7 Film

“DEVIL’S PLAYGROUND” wIth 3541 htoC..

Florence Mills , Fr,drio SI.tch., XSNTIAL “ON”3EA1’IddVE”
01)0 1. CENTRAL , Anthtom Adeenon

, AO.S. 75t7 “SEA DEbItS” —
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In 21 years on the screen Lo.
ta Young has appeared in 87
ns, the latest being “The Ac.
sed”—suspense drama current
the Paramount Hollywood and
wntown. -

Loretta began her acting ca.
r In 1927 wIth a small part 411

aughty But Nice.” “The Ac
sed” reunited the star and DI.
tnr William Dieterle, who were

1 )uat Western
how Nearing

All-western and all-Technicolor,
iiversal - International’s re•re
se bill, “Canyon Passage” and
rontier Gal,” will take oyer to
rrow at Fox Ritz, United Art
, Iris, Guild and Studio City
?aters.

—Described as a pretentious dra
ma of Oregon and the Northwest,
Wafter Wanger’s “Canyon Pas
sage” stars Dana Andrews, Brian
Doilevy and Susan Hayward.

“Frontier Gal,” action melodra
ma in a setting of Western-moun
tain wilderness, presents Yvonne
De Carlo and Rod Cameron.

together on “Grand $lar&”

1933.
The performance of a psychøl’

ogy professor in “The Accused”
lengthens Miss Young’s string of
varied roles, which have recent’
ly Included a farmer’s daughter
and a bishop’s wife.

Robert Cummings costars
Wendell Corey Is featured
“The Accused.” .

Antheit Preludes-
Adapted for. Dance
&ama at Coronet

Twelve preludes by George An
I hell, originally written In 1933
iör his “Woman WIUL a.flund1ed
I leads” and n e v e r performed,
iave been adapted by the :cpm”

I )osçrbr the Minsa Craig p$4iO

I ogical dance drama, “The Cave
1,Vithfn,” coming to the Coronet
‘theater for two performances,
riday and Saturday nights. -

“The Cave Within” “artIcü1ate
ihe disturbances and emotioäal
i Irives evident in evéry.day: fly.
i ng.” It features Fay Wray, -the
georgia Phillips Verse choir and

chamber-music ensembte.,

REGINA WILL BE RENAMED
Los Angeles Times (1923-Current Fifr); Dec 14, 1948;
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times (1881-1987)
pg. A7

ORETTA YOUNG DOES
7 FILMS IN 21 YEARS

‘I
REGINA

:.

WILL I
BE RENAMED

Southern California’s new

est’de luxe showcase, the Fine N

Arts Theater, In which first- flu
run films from studios Ct

throughout the world will be

presented, will open Dec. 28,

ft was announced yesterday r

by Fox West Coast Theaters. “

Plans are being drafted to CI

I a U n c h the first attraction ‘

with a typical gata Hollywood
premiere. The film 1s .T. Ar.
thur Rank’s dramatic musical,
“The Red Shoes,” photo.
graphed In Technicolor.

Located on Wilshire Blvd. L

near La Clenega and . iow
known as the Regina, the
house is In the process of U

being remodeled and redec
orated. It will have a seating
capacity of 700.

is
Ui
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Gala Event
Due Dec. 28

Typical Hollywood premiere
ranfare will open the Fine Arts
Theater, formerly the Regina, the
night of Dcc. 28.

Located on Wilshire floulevard
near La Clenega, the Fine Arts
is embarking on a policy of
screening distinguished motion
pictures from studios throughout
the world. First of these will be
“The Red Shoes,” Technicolor
production which was a year in
the making In London and Monte

Stuart Loyal
to ‘Drunkard’

George S t u a r t joined “The

Drunkard” at the Theatre Mart
shortly after it opened In 1933,
appearing as a “walk-on” in the
wedding scefle. Soon thereafter
an actor playing Bill Dowton be
came ill and George replaced hhn.
Next the stage manager left and
George took over those duties.
One night the master of ceremo•
nies was taken sick, so they all
said “let George do it,” which he
did and has been doing for 15
years with time out for duty in
the Navy.

‘Romance to
Keynote Film

Appealing romance keynotes
“Enchantment,” Samuel Golds
wyn’s film drama which ushers
In the holiday season at RICO Hill.
street and Pantages Hollywood
theaters with a world premiere
next Thursday.

David Niven, Teresa Wright
Evelyn Keyes and Farley Granger
enact stellar roles in this story
of two love affairs that take place
half a century apart, but both in
the same setting, an old London
home.

Gala Event Due Dec. 28
Los Angeles Times (1923-Current File); Dec 20, 1948;
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times (1881-1987)
pg. B7
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‘heiress’ Will Star Rathbone
Los Angeles Times (1923-Current Fifr); Dec 28, 1948;
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Aiigeles Times (1881-1987)
pg. 14

I IHelTess. .: W;U.
Star Rathbone

Basil Rathbone, who comes to
Los Angeles tomorrow evening In
the Jed Harris play “The Heir
ess” is bark In the theater after
10 years of film work. The lean,
precise actor admits he Is “stage-
struck and proud of It.”

“The Heiress,” based on Henry
lames’ ‘Washington Square,” has
provided Rathbone with the long.
ëst . run of his career. When it
begins its two-and-one-half-week
engagement at the Biltmore to
morrow evening, it will have
amassed over 500 performances,
Including a full year in New York
City.

Rathbone, now making his first
personal appearance on the stage
In a decade,. has appeared In
scores of movIs, - most notable
of which were “Anna Karenina”
with Garbo, “Romeo aid Juliet”
with Norma Shearer and “Robin
Hood.” While on the West Coast,
he became a popular radio per
former, playing Sherlock Holmes
for four years.

Hope’s Wardrobe
Now Enlarged by
Desperado Outfit

Bob Hope’s all rigged up In
chaps and spurs, complete with
matching six-guns, for his role in
the Technicolor laugh film, “The
Paleface,” opening New Year’s
Eve at the Paramount Hollywood
and Downtown theaters.

Perhaps the most diversified
wardrobe in H&]ywood belongs
to Funnyman Hope. He has ap
peared as a French barber, a
mythical king—and his adventures
on the “Roads” to Rio, the frozen
North, Singapore, Zanzibar and
Morocco have revealed him ac
coutered to fit each clime.

OLIVIER GOES
AGIN’ NATURE

Laurence Olivier’s “Henry
VI” currenUy revived at the
tu&o Th’eatr, Is deliberate
ly “antinaturallstic.”

Olivier, with British Cam
• eraman Rsbert. Krasker, took

great care to make it so, be
lieving that extensive use of
twodimensiona1 backdrops
produces . a . sbal]ow photo
graphic perspective well suit
ed to Shakespeare’s medieval
pageantry.

Fine Arts Will
Present Ballet
Film Tonight

Tonight at 8 o’clock the pagean
.try that is a special part of the
Hollywood premiere will be on
display at the Fine Arts Theater,
Wilshire Blvd. near La Cienega,
for the benefit showing of 3.
Arthur Rank’s Technicolor ballet
film, “The Red Shoes.”

A turnout of stars. Is expected,
among them Susan, Hayward,
Joan Crawfojd, Linda Darnell,
Edward 0. Robinson Virginia
Mayo, Eleanor Powell, Shirley
Temple, Glenn Ford, Clifton
Webb, Ava Gardner, Cornet Wilde,
Jean Hersholt, Pat Knight, Ann
Blyth and June Haver.

The Fine Arts was formerly the
Regina Theater.

(4inena
Studio

The spectacular style d’veloped
by postwar Italian ifim makers is
documented once again In “Monte
Cassino,” opening tonight at the
Sunset Theater.

itatian
Due at
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Display Ad 35 -- No Title
Los Angeles Times (1923-Current File): Jan 3. 1949:
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times (1881-1987)
pg. B7
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RELEVANT BUILDING PERMITS

Regina-Fine Arts Theatre, 8554-8558 Wilshire Boulevard
City Landmark Assessment and Evaluation Report
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PLANS SPECIFtCW1f$
and olwr data muss be hted

DEPARTMENT Of BUILDINGS
Application for the Erection of Buildings

CLASS-.CS-
TO THI CITY ettUt’1L OF ‘FIfE CtTY OF flFVKTthY )tItLS:Appltrath’n Is hereby math’ to the rutandll ot the City of Bcs’eriy NI11a through the ottice of the Chief Luapeetor of budtugs tur a permit lit cc ordaitce with tbs I-.i 1111100 end (or th purpose hereinafter act frttth. ‘Fbta pptteatIon Ia made aubleetto ths’ foR-u ing r:ltlIon, whteh shall be deemed cedttIone entering Into the esercise of the leru1ii:FIKST’ “. ti ‘tie periuft dose ntis grant any right or prieR -gi lit erict any hufldtng or tuber structure herein described, or“ty portion (bert-ut. upon ny etrert. liey. or other public place or piirtiten thereof.SRCOSI): That tin .“rmi1 .tr-c net prent nv rirhi or tietetlees’ to ties ant building or c,ti.”t atructor. thereto described,n coy portion thrrn(. t.r city ptirpnsc that t. “r mey !i”rt’cttrrtw prohibited by ottflaIit’c to tile t.ty cf !ttyqyly Hilt;.THIRti Thai 1.11- yrunltng tiC the permit hue not a,-rt or pri n,1ie any rl*ti .‘t title lit, or right of pitoseasion to, Lb.;ropcn iii—.’ ii,t’d i -itch permit.

Tract

.\U Applications must b
1IIcd out by Applicant

I .ot No.6 £5 7 Bkxlc
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No.
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I.
2.
3.
4.
S

6.

Purpose of Building %iis...c_-sri-ccr No ot Rooms
Owners Name J, a.

No. ot Families -.....

Ii.

1.

Phone
Owners Address 5r 4. .-./ .. ..

.-

J ,Ejz.a.cj
-

Conrrawr’s Name Cr—s_.____...t. . - . Phone .-.—

Contractor’s Address

VAT I.iATION OF PROPOS ) hI l)c
lit og 11 liii Fitting, Pew

Labor. Cii-. J I
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Clear Height of Ceiling: Bath. Fc’ikt
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iStale Eawl

‘0.
1’.

12

4’
14

itt

I—

is
4(4
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Set Back from Property Ln j Itit-Itidlop sli ,‘nire. hays. porches. Fronz
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Jotat Clearance from Ground

Footing Width

Buildings ._.

tVall Width

Rear “ ... Side .2

Depth Below Natural Ground —

Zn.
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S.ewtsd Floor Joists

Girders . x Posts Under Girders ,. xChimney Marerbi No ci Intets it Hue Sites. Fiucs x Thi:kness of Chsmney WaIl....__Materials of Exterior aIls
aMarerial of Interior Construction

Will all Provisions of State Dwelling Itouse Act”be complied with

________—

EXTERIOR Studs x lNiERIOR BEARING Studs.. x ... interior Non-Bearing Studsx Ceiling .lttltti x Roof Rafters .x . FIRST FLOOR JOISTS._,_.x.......
S Roof Material. t’?c’2.iti,.4a

____________

t.oc.st ion of Plumbing (‘Icanouts Depth of Siver ‘Y” Sewer Length Fall per ft.__..I have carefully ex3nhincd and read the above application and know the same to be true and correct,and that all provist..rst of the Ordinsncrsand Law governing Building Construction will be complied with,whether hittin specil led or not.

S,pn Heret

‘FOIL htKP.SICTMEN US

PERMIT NO Plte Ii 1iI,.,iiii.tti.u th,k,-dApttOriItluifl cheeSeS niL tuundt Stamp bere wbe permit I;‘ciii rioi,’I I,. i-nit.., ii t” Onli-, OK.tlSl,ece nie Ic h_eat 2l C,

,.
- I Plan Kssmiiwr ‘1r”

\

..

....“.-.----...--...--.__—.



.ll Appilcadoas must be
fihIød Qut by Applicant

PLANS SPECiFICATiONS
and other data muJ_bl”

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDiNGS
Application for the Erection of Buildings
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sF111 aoi 15cm 4 13 1< us Ahrtmcnts Cl ts1i nob 4
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tutu I II

I inundation Matertal tooting \ dth Dcpth Below atural Ground —
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________

2)) t ocaticun of Plumb n, f eanoutc Depth of c-wer Secer Length F r ft
I havc ca s.fuih \lmuncc’ and rcad cltc ibose application and know the same to be e and Correct

— sid ii a 1 p ‘‘Icic ol tb Ordtnan5.cs and I av. o’ rniag Building Construction will complied with
‘. hither Itcru.u: is1 died cur not.

.

‘5iuu ilete. -. . .

. -

f •Oits-r or Authorized Agent)

—.

•.., .. . . .

. VOLt I)I2PAflTMEt iE O3tVi

PERIvIIT t%IO. hsckcdAppius:.1u’sai •! Hiusi rn.iuis) iiams it rewh n permit Is

40 It i fir I

•• •

)ian &cnmin.r ‘leek r

Street

No. or4arnilies.

Phone

7
Phone

...Cellars



.
All Applications must be

fifled out by Applicant

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS
Application for the Erection of Buildings

_____

CLASS--C
TO THE CITY COUNCIL. OP THE CITY OF IIEVERE4Y HILLS:

Application In horeby made to the Council of the City of Beverly Hills, through the office of the Chiof Inspector of Build
ings turn permtt In accordance with the descriptIon end far thopurposu lieroinafter set torth. Thte appilcotlon Is made subject

to the following conditions, which shall be deemed conditions entering into the exercise of the pormit:
FIRST: That the permit does ot grant any right or privilege to erect any building or other structure herein described, or

any portion thereof, upon any street, alloy, or other public place or portion thereat.
SECOND: That the permit does not grnnt any right or privilege to uso any building or other structure thenin described,

r any portion thereof, tar any purpose that in, or may horc’aftcrbe prohibited by ordinance at the City of Beverly Hills.
THIRD: That the granting at the permit does not tfcet or prejudice any claim ol title to, or right at possession in, the

property described In such permit.

Lot ..2. .. Block_...._.__ ...

(Descrlptiou of Job)

No. ..... 863’4... . Street
ILneutian of Property)

$,SZ,JZIK g,umyLIBLE P 4
Iurposc of BuildinO of Rooms._ .._...._.No, of familics

Owner’s Namc._.J JZçh8f4 _. ___....._Phone ______

Owner’s Address .i.sfk’ .-- —_

Architect’s Name YdA’X S.. L7c4.._

_____...__Phonc

Contractor’s Name. tojL,i’..2?.%eZ... ............_....._Phone

Contractor’s Address ....__.....,.....

VALUATION OF PROPOSED BLDG.
Including Plumbing, Gas Fitting1 Sew.

Finishing, nil Labor, etc.

Is there any existing building on lotL_)j........._. .......How used? .‘

Clear Height of Ceiling: Bath, ToiIct....... _.....Jjving Rooms..._.__..HaIIs.
tstato Law) /

Number of .Heighc to Highest
Size of Lot.__.x._.....Arca of Lot.............Per Cent of Area Covered by Alt BulIdi

Fill out lIens 3 on No. 11 In case at Courts, Apartments, Hotels only.)

Set Back from Property Line J Including baicotilee, bays, porches, tFront.,L.... RcarIr..._.
chimneys, steps, etc,

Foundation MarcriaLfQ. ,.c2t2C...Yooting Vidth ....__Dcpth Below Natural Ground -

Height of Foundation Above Finishcd Gradc......_..Walt Width..... ...Mud Sills x________

Joist Clearance from Ground_.__.Gfrders.._...,.....,... x ..__.._.Posis Under Girders -— x —

Chimney Marcrial.....No. ofjnlcis to Flue.__....Sizes, Flucs... x........Tbickness ofhiyin9r W t
___..—,,

Materials of Exterior WallsAZc /f...._..Matcrial of Interior Construction4’t25f7 yPJ .

Will all Provisions of State Dwelling House Act be complied with?_.Z5

EXTERIOR Sruds............x... iNTERIOR BEARING Studs. x -Interior Non-Bearing Studs

.......c_....Ceiling Joists ... x........ Roof Rfccrs_._.....x_._7FIRST 13..9()RJOISTS_x -

Second floor Joists .... x Roof Material. ?t1 Z_tL7_ -

Loc.irion of Plumbing Cleanours__ ..._.Depth of Sewer ‘Y”............Scwer Length P311 per ft._____

I have carefitily e insisted and read the above application and know the same to be true and correct,

and that all provisions of the Ordinances and Laws governing Building Construction will be complied with.
whether herein specified or not.

PLANS A SPECIFICATIONS
and other data must

2.

3.
4.
3.

6.

H.
9.

10.
It.

12.

13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

20.

(Sign
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PAl t’iottn & SpeclflcaUans checked
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- ‘2
nunces. Stnte Laws, Etc.

.%:.E%:.E ZZE’’

V

--I

Application checked and toundi Stamp here when permit Is
O.K. Issued
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All Applicaiiáns must be

tilled out by Applicant

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS

Application for the Erection of Buildings

Dcscripton Jworic 11ftVt Yt. 7- IA/6 CI/% !WC.—PND 1ffPA$

u,i-rI1 A/Ei4’ Ct?ti],1L_1H hf M 4.) i #iALczfl
jZAf

StrcetandNoJ4’ 14//A54 I

Purpose or Bultding 71E%TIE

Owner’s NamE TMfHT!

Owner’s Addrcss ‘ c 7 LtI. J//JA16 75//

Arehitccta Name___________________________________________________

Contractor’s Nnm 4 ‘M )NRtZT A/F-0A1 C9i__CiLy License No- - State License No it7pZ6_.’

Contractor’s Addr‘/ WJ?jT r1SJ I4 ?h.

VALUATION OF PROPOSED BLDG. f . -

Ventilating, Paintln, Finlahina, nfl Labor, etc. J / , -.

Suite how many buildings NOW on lot How used? -

Clear Height of Ceiling: Bath, Toilet living Rooni* Halt’ CoLlar’
(State Law)

Areas: 1st flr._ - flr—- Srd flr, fir- fir.________________

Total floor area No. of Siorh” Height to Highest Point —.

Size of La’ krea of Lot Per Cent of Area Covered by All Buitdingo
(Fill out ucla 3 an No. 12 In cue at Courts. Apartment,, hard. only.)

• . Including balconies, bays, porches. 1 .

Set Back from Property Lenc chImneys, tieps, etc. - Front Rear ede

Foundation Material Footing With .-_-_Dcpth Below Natural Ground

Height of Foundation Above Finished Grad” Wall Width Mud Sill’

Iwhet Clearance from Ground -
v -_Posts Under Girdcrs_._ x

Chimney Matcrial__No. at Inlets to Flue Sizes, FIu” x---......_Thickness of Odmney WalL__..

Materials of Exterior Wnlls Materiel of Interior Wall Surtace’

Will Provisions of State Housing Act be complied with? (If Groups H. &.L)___________________________________

EXTERIOR Stud’ w INTERIOR BEARING Stud’ Interior Non4iearing Studs

- Ceiling Joist’. ‘ Roof Rafters — FIRST FLOOR JOIST&_x..............

Second Floor blat, _ Roof Material_____________________________________________________________

I have carefully examined and read the above application and know the same to be true and correct, and that all
provisions of the Ordinances and Laws governing Building Construction will be complied with, whether herein specified
or not.

NOTE: If work is not started within ninety days this permit expires. Application for refund of permit tee must be made
before expiration date.

(FOR DEPARTMENT USE ONLY)

P E R M P T - N 0 Plans & Specifications checked and Plane end Application rechecked Stamp here, when permit it Itmucd.
found I, conform to Ordinance., end approved.
Stat, Law., Etc.

r—.ç7 - —?

)\r (r\
.-L • Plan Examiner fl

PLANS AND SPEC1FICATIONS
and other data must also be filed

ZONE - -FIRE DISTR1CT TYPE GROUP DIVISION_________

TO THE CiTY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BEVERLY hiLlS:
Appilcatioc Ic hereby made to the Council at tiec City of Beverly Hilts, through the office at the Chief Inepector of Buildiage far a permit

in accordance with the description and tar the punposo hereinafter ‘at forth. This application it made sobjert to the following condition., which
shall be deemed condition. entering Into the ezercixa of the permit:

FIRST; That the permit done not grat any right or privilege to erect any building or othcr Itnicturo lieccin dcscribed, or any portion
thereat, upon any CLreet, alley, or other public place or porttan thereof.

SECOND: That ihi permit dons not grant any right or privilege to use any bidding or other etnacttgre therein described, or any portico
thereof, For any pprpcse that It, or may hereafter b prohibited by ordinance 0f the CIty of Botany Thus.

THIRD: That the granting ot the permit does not affect or prejudice any clitm of title to, or right at poaeesaian in, the property described

In such permit.
FOURTH: Applicant agrees to lentil the City of fleterly hub, and all aSker. and employees harmless from all castS and damaea, per

Sec. 11.21)6(f), Beverly BlUe Municipal Codc,

Lot No. if. t kW7 Block TractZ%41(

(Location of Peoperty)
(USE INK OR INDELIBLE PENCIL)

‘ Rooms -- No. of FamiIL.se,
p,,,,,,. iPi. 4’.%Y1,

2.

a.
4.

5.

6.

7,

8.
9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

(Sign Hteh bfrM Ii’/4iT iV/5c’,V
fOweseror Authorized Agent)

::.: ‘:.4 [ -
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Al! Applications must be
tIIed out by Applicant

PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS
and other data must also be filed

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS

Application for the Erection of Buildings

ZONE FIRE DISTRICT TYPE GROUP DIVISiON__________

TO TIlE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BEVERLY HILlS:
Application is hereby rnadc to the Council of the City of Beverly THUS, through the alice of the Chief Inspector of Buildings for a permit

In accordance with the description and tar the purpose hereinafter set torib. Thi, application is made subject so the to1Iwlng conditions, which

slash be deemed conditions entering into the exercise of the permit:

FIRST: That the perrtlt does not grant any right oy pthiiegu to erect aity buhldmg or other structure herein de*cribcd, or any poction

thereof, upon any street, alley, or other public piece or portion thereat.
SECOND: That the permit dots net groat any tithi or prlvtlego to tue any building or other structure therein described, or any portion

thereof, for stay ppJpose that ha, or may hereafter be peobibtlcd by ortlinsoco at the City of Beverly Hills.
THIRD: That the granting at the permit does ot affect or prejudice any claim of title to. or right at possession in, the property ilcoccibed

in autit pertailt.
FOURTh!: ApplIcant agrees to hold the City of Beverly Hill,. and nil olttcers ed employee, bermtcas from cli coats end damoges. per

Sec. 11.206(1), Beverly 11111. MunicIpal Code.

Lot No. Block_____ Traci- -

Ocec’ ion of Work ‘%-Q-’-’] s9j ‘4i’l” -

_;__-w_

I
/

z_-z
St(eet and2 - 1iL4,

(Location of Property)
(USE INK OR INDEtIEL! PENCIL)

Purpose of Buileli

_______________________________

a. of on’. No. of Families

Owner’s Nam.’ M1l . Phonn

Owner’s Addrcss9,r?z / •:w/ ..

Architect’s NamLZ ‘7• PhontZi’1i,9

Contractor’s Name%i-fr’ 14A%.n44VP. City License No. —. tetc License No/e?334t’

Contractor’s Addrea&ff ‘t 9 4< £y’ L., -% Phona% 4é

VALUATION OF PR0P)SED BLDG. fnc
S .::;c’2

Ventilating, Painting, Finishing, aU 1.ahor, oh

_________________

-I ,i.. t -.--—-- .d___Slate how many buildings NOW on tot. —---- ‘—-

Clear Height of Ceiling: BaLI,, Toilet— T.iving Room& lieu Cellars_________

tSzacaLaw) .

Areas: 1st fir— 2nd Or. 3rd lIe 4th fir Lb Or-

Total floor aeon— No. of Storms at to tllghest Point.—

Size of Lot -—Area of Lot P cflt/ rca Co credj..efl Builditaco
(FBI out Itcan 5 on No. 12 in c of s Apartments, Only.) . .

5 IncludIng balconies, ha a . .. . . .

Set Back from Property Line cltimneyt, eteps, etc. Erect Rear idr’

Foundation Material . Footing tthi -‘‘‘ flepth Be1owjaturol Ground—

Height of Foundatioit Above Finished Cr -.—aIl Width Mud Sills_________________

Joist Clearance from Cro,wl
.

Gireerw’” — Posts Under Girder”
__- Z

Chimney Materiol..7.... of Inlets to Flu.’ __Slzes, Flu.”' _Thickncos of Chimney WnIL......

Materials ot Edr Walls Material of Interior Wail Surfacs

Will Provisip of State Housing Act be complied with? (Cf Groups H. & ii

_____________________________________

EXTERIOR Studs - x INTERIOR BEARING Stu,ta
-—--

Interior Non.Bearing Studs

— Ceflitig Joista Roof Rafters ‘c FIRST FLOOR JOISTS ‘v..__

Second Ftoor Joists -t_-_Roof Materiol__ . ‘-‘

p

I hove carefully examined and read LIsa above application and know the same to be true and correct, and that all
provisions of the Ordinances end Laws governing Building Construction will be complied with, whether herein specified
or not.

NOTE: If work is not started within ninety days this pa • cx ‘res..Appllcatlon for refund of permit tee mimI be made
before expiration date, / c

(Sign Here) ( L..

______________________________________________________________

(Owner or Authorized_Agent)

(FOR 1RPARTMENT USE ONLY)

E RMIT

.1

N 0 Plans & SpccJ&atIppi’ecked and Plans and Application rechecked ‘Stamp here when permit
ndtoconfoto Ordinances, ed.

State Law,, Etc
prav

ialssucj

PIa Beitn

,zç1(
-:
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All Applications must be
filled oui by Applicant

.
P1.ANS AND SPECIFICATIONS
and other data must also be flied

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS
Application for the Erection of Buildings

ZONE - FiRE DISTRICT TYPE_____GROUP.. DIVISION

TO THE CITY COUNCIL OP T1E CiTY OF BEVERLY HCUS:
Application is hereby made to the Council of the CIty of Beverly huh. through thu aBbe of lint Chief Inspector of Buildings tar a permit

In accordance with die description and for the pilepos. bcrelcofter set forLh. This applIcation is made suhiject to tint foBoWing conditions, which
tush ho deemed conditions entering into this exercise of the permiti

FIRST: That the permit dos. not grara any right or privilege to orcct any building or ether etcecture herein descrtbcd, or any portion
thereof upon as? itreet, alloy, or other public place or portion thereof.

SECOND: That the permit does -not grant any right or privilena to use any imilding or oilier structure therein descrIbed, or any portion
thereof, tar any purpose that Is, .ir may hereafter be prohibited by ordInance at the City of Beverly iiili.

THIRD: That the granting of the permit does not affect or prejudice any claIm of title to, or right ot poasession In, the property described
in such: permit.

FOURTH: Applicant agrees to hold the City of Beverly 11111,. and all olflcors and employees harmles, front all costs and domsgea. per
See, 11.206(t). Beverly Hills Municipal Cede.

Purpose of

Owner’s

Owner’s

Architect’s

Contractor’s Nam’ - City License No. - State License No- -

Contractor’s Address P1 fQ

VALUATION OF PROPOSED BLDG.

State how ninny buildings NOW on lot I{ow used?
Clear Height of Ceiling: Beth, Totic’ — living Room& Halls CeLlars

(State Law)
Areas: let 11r__. _2nd flr._. trd fir. 4h fir- 5th fir-

Total floor arep No, of Storic&.......... Heiht g t t Point-— “

Sizo of Lot Area of Lo t’or Cent of Area ‘ered by All Buildings
(Fill out Item 3 on to. 12 in case of Courts, Ape nil, Hotels only.) :--‘

Including balconies, hays, porches, .

Set Buck Cram Property Line chimneys, step, etc, F ni____— ___Rear_ Std

Foundation Material Footing Wit Depth Below Natural Ground - - ‘ -

Heigltt ot Foundation Above Finished Cra Wail WidttI, —Mud Sills -

—

Joist Clearance from Ground __Gir” 0osta Under Girders -

Chimney Material No. of Inlets to F i’hicknczs of chimney Wall____.

Materials of Exterior Walls Interior Wall Surfocs. -

Will ProvisIons of Slate Housing roups H. & I..

EXTERIOR Studs____x._
(‘phil.,,

Second Floor Inictc n....r

,Studs

_______________________interior

Non.Bearing Studs

Raftcr, - - FIRST FLOOR JOISTh__.__x_._.,.. -

I have carefully examined and read the above application end know the same to be true and correct, and that all

Provisions of the Ordinances and Laws governing Uuilding Construction ivihl be complied wIth, whether herein specified
or not.

NOTE: If work Is not started within ninety days
before expiration date.

tor refund of permit fee must be made

(Owner or

-. - - .- . ‘• •‘- .-‘ . -
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CONSULTING

GA

Landmark Report Update Memorandum

Date: March 24, 2017

Re: Landmark Designation of the Ahrya Fine Arts Theatre, located at 8554-8558 Wilshire Blvd

To: Beverly Hills Cultural Heritage Commission

From: Laura O’Neill, Sr. Architectural Historian, on behalf of the Property Owner

Introduction

The purpose of this memo is to provide an update to the City Landmark Assessment And
Evaluation Report for the Regina-Fine Arts Theatre prepared by Jan Oshtashay for the City of
Beverly Hills in January 2014 (see Attachment A). The theater, now known as the Ahrya Fine Arts
Theatre, is located at 8554-8558 Wilshire Boulevard. The current property owner wishes to have
the property listed as a Beverly Hills Landmark.

Background

At the October 9, 2013 meeting of the Cultural Heritage Commission, the Commission initiated
nomination proceedings for the theater. The City commissioned the Oshtashay report accordingly
to determine if the property met the criteria for Landmark designation. The report concluded that
the property met criteria A.], A.3, and A.4, that it retained integrity from its period of significance,
and that it has historic value. Thus, the report concluded that the property was eligible for Beverly
Hills Landmark designation.

The Commission heard the Landmark nomination at its January 8, 2014 meeting. The Commission
voted to continue the item till the April 9, 2014 meeting. At the April 9, 2014 meeting, the item was
continued again due to a pending change of ownership. Since 2014, the potential designation of
the theater has not been brought back to the Commission for consideration, and the property
has not been designated to date. The current property owner is in favor of Landmark designation
and is requesting that the Commission consider designation at its April 2017 meeting.

Instead of completing a new assessment and evaluation report, City Staff requested that the
property owner prepare a brief memo identifying any changes to the property since the
completion of the 2014 Oshtashay report. This memo has been prepared to respond to that
request.

Ahrya Fine Arts Theatre Landmark Report Update Memo
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Methodology

To prepare this memo GPA Consulting (GPA) performed the following tasks:

1. Reviewed existing information on the property
a. City Landmark Assessment And Evaluation Report for the Regina-Fine Arts Theatre

prepared by Jan Oshtashay for the City of Beverly Hills in January 2014
b. Fine Arts Theatre Photo-Recordation Document prepared by Jan Oshtashay for the

City of Beverly Hills in January 2013
c. Building permits on file with the City

2. Reviewed applicable City ordinances
a. Historic Preservation Ordinance codified in the Beverly Hills Municipal Code, Title

10, Chapter 3, Articles 32 and 32.5
3. Reviewed videos of past Commission hearings related to the property’s Landmark

designation
a. October9,2013
b. January8,2014
c. April9,2014

4. Conducted a site visit to the property to determine alterations since 2014
5. Compiled the results of the above tasks into this memo for the Commission’s consideration

Summary of the Oshtashay Report

The 2014 City Landmark Assessment And Evaluation Report for the Regina-Fine Arts Theatre was
very thorough and logical in its conclusions. The report found the property to be eligible as a
Beverly Hills Landmark for the following reasons:

Criterion A.1 (page 13):

The subject property is directly associated with the early recreational, entertainment, social,
and architectural history of the community. Within the City of Beverly Hills the Regina-Fine Arts
Theatre is the last remaining neighborhood theatre venue still intact. It was one of five motion
picture theatres constructed prior to World War II in the City that reflected the varied “hay
day” of early theatre design philosophy. Designed by noted theatre architect B. Marcus
Priteca, the Regina -Fine Arts Theatre is a local extant representative example of the Art Deco
style as used in a small housed neighborhood movie theatre built prior to World War II. When
the theatre became the Fine Arts Theatre in 1948 (new owners) the venue was the site of a
number of motion picture premieres. It was also considered a very popular venue in Beverly
Hills for younger theatergoers, particularly when they showed classic horror films such as
Dracula or Frankenstein. Since the subject property visually and physically manifests significant
contributions to the early social, entertainment, recreational, and architectural history of the
community in the form of a neighborhood motion picture theater it appears to satisfy this
criterion.

Criterion A.3 (page 14):

Within the City of Beverly Hills the theatre building, despite its alterations, is a rare extant
example of a modest size Art Deco inspired neighborhood theatre. It retains sufficient historical
integrity to convey its distinctive characteristics of a particular style, property type, and

Ahrya Fine Arts Theatre Landmark Report Update Memo
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historical period. The structure with its small scale, Ad Deco designs, and neighborhood
orientation further establishes its historical use and function. Sited along Wilshire Boulevard its
ornate, cantilever marquee with period neon life font lettering and decorative parapets
culminating in a tower were designed to be the focal point for the venue and render it highly
visible along the busy street. Stylistically, the property also embodies a number of distinguishing
architectural characteristics of the Art Deco idiom, including its vertical emphasis utilizing
stepped parapets and reeded pilasters, as well as the stepped neon wrapped central tower.
Hence, it can be concluded that the property appears to satisfy this criterion.

Criterion A.4 (page 14):

This property was designed by noted architect B. Marcus Priteca. The City’s list of Master
Architects includes architect B. Marcus Priteca. Priteca is considered one of America’s most
prominent and prolific theatre designers in the country because of his work during the first half
of the twentieth century. He established a trend with his use of the Moderne and Art Deco
styles in theatre architecture. Priteca ‘s portfolio of theatre design included venues for both live
productions and motion pictures. His commissions varied from large elaborate movie
palacelike structures to small-scale aptly designed neighborhood theatres. His work spanned
across the country and Beverly Hills was fortunate enough to have two theatres designed by
this prominent and well-established architect (though only the subject property remains extant
today). The Regina-Fine Ads Theatre, therefore, satisfies this criterion.

Furthermore, the report found that the property retained integrity from its period of significance of
1936 to 1949 (page 15):

Those important features of design, materials, location, setting, workmanship, feeling, and
association from the period of significance are still evident in the subject property and help to
render it historically significant.

And that it has historic value (page 15):

Because of its distinct property type, architectural styling and character, association with a
master architect and its contribution to the City’s historical and architectural heritage the
property is considered to have historic value.

The report did not find the property to have any significance under Criteria A.2, A. 5, or A.6.

Alterations to the Property since 2014

Only one building permit has been filed with the City since the Oshtashay report was completed
in January 2014:

• Permit #BS 1405436 — Reinstate/maintain existing fire alarm system.

The site visit conducted by GPA stpff on March 21, 2017 revealed the following alterations since
January 2014 based on visual inspection and comparison with photos in the Oshtashay report:

• Exterior paint — The exterior has been repainted. The new paint scheme highlights the
building’s Art Deco horizontal and vertical elements.

• Interior paint - The lobby ad concession areas have been repainted. The auditorium space
appears to retain the same color palette as in 2014.
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• Patterned film applied to storefront glazing — Glazing film with a pattern of gold squares
has been applied to the storefront doors, windows, and transoms.

These alterations are all minor and have not impacted the property’s integrity in anyway. It
continues to retain sufficient integrity of design, materials, location, setting, workmanship, feeling,
and association from the period of significance to convey its significance under Landmark Criteria
A.], A.3, and A.4.

Findings

In our review of the Oshtashay report and its supporting materials, GPA agrees with all of the
findings. The property is eligible for designation under Landmark Criteria A.1, A.3, and A.4. GPA
further finds that alterations to the property since 2014 have not impacted its historic integrity, that
the property retains historic value, and that the property remains eligibTe for listing as a Beverly Hills
City Landmark.

Because the City’s Landmark definition allows for the inclusion of publicly assessable interiors, such
as theaters, GPA recommends considering the addition of the following character-defining
features to the character-defining features list in the Oshtashay report on pages 15-16. These were
each identified as original in the report:

• Reeded, curved walls from lobby to auditorium
• Sunburst on auditorium ceiling at the stage
• Plaster walls and ceiling in the auditorium
• Reeded columns behind the screen at the original proscenium
• Original red stage curtains
• Palm tree murals flanking the original proscenium

Thank you for your consideration of this memo. I’m available to answer any questions you might
have at laura@qaconsulting-us.com or (310) 383-5205.

Sincerely,

z’
Laura O’Neill
Senior Architectural Historian

Attachments:

A. City Landmark Assessment And Evaluation Report for the Regina-Fine Arts Theatre
prepared by Jan Oshtashay for the City of Beverly Hills in January 2014

B. Current Photographs

CC: Sally Fujimoto (property owner’s representative)
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