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Hills Register of Historic Properties. The Cultural Heritage Commission had previously begun
initiation proceedings for this property on January 8, 2014 and nomination proceeding were
commenced by the Commission on October 8, 2014 and the project was continued at the
request of the applicant. The new property owner is bringing forth this application before the
Commission at this time.

PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT OF LANDMARK CRITERIA

The Regina - Fine Art Theater located at 8554 Wilshire Boulevard appears to satisfy the City’s
criteria for designation as a local Landmark as required in Section 10-3-3212 of the Historic
Preservation Ordinance (Beverly Hills Municipal Code Title 10, Chapter 3, Article 32). The
theater was designed in 1936 by Master Architect B. Marcus Priteca in the Art Deco
architectural style. This property appears to satisfy all of the mandates of subsection A and one
of the mandates under subsection B. An eligible historic resource within the City may be
nominated and designated as a landmark if it satisfies all of the requirements set forth in
Criterion A and two of the requirements set forth in Criterion B, as set forth in the Beverly Hills
Municipal Code. Preliminarily, it appears that the subject property meets all of the necessary
criteria as follows:

Criteria A1: It is at least forty five (45) years of age, or is a property of extraordinary
significance;

Criteria A2: It possesses high artistic value or aesthetic value, and embodies the distinctive
characteristics of an architectural style or architectural type or architectural period;

Criteria A3: |t retains substantial integrity from its period of significance; and

Criteria A4: It has continued historic value to the community such that its designation as a
landmark is reasonable and necessary to promote and further the purposes of this
article (BHMC Title 10, Chapter 3, Article 32).

Criteria B5: It is an iconic property. (An “iconic property” is defined as “a property that has
been visited and photographed so often by residents and visitors to the city that it
has become inextricably associated with Beverly Hills in the popular culture and
forms part of the city’s identity to the world at large.”(BHMC §10-3-3202);

Criteria B6: The landmark designation procedure is initiated, or expressly agreed to, by the
owner(s) of the property.

Report Reviewed By: -

Mark Odell Moe® T
Urban Designer
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City Landmark Assessment and Evaluation Report (2014)
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CITY LANDMARK ASSESSMENT AND EVALUATION

Regina-Fine Arts Theatre (1937)
8554 - 8558 Wilshire Boulevard
Beverly Hills, CA 90211

APN: 4333-018-030

INTRODUCTION

This landmark assessment and evaluation report, completed by Ostashay & Associates
Consulting for the City of Beverly Hills, documents and evaluates the local significance and
landmark eligibility of the property referred to as the Regina-Fine Arts Theatre located at 8554 -
8558 Wilshire Boulevard in the City of Beverly Hills, California. This assessment report includes
a discussion of the survey methodology used; a summarized description of the property; a brief
historic context and history of the property; the landmark criteria considered in the
assessment; evaluation of historical significance; photographs; and applicable supporting
materials.

METHODOLOGY

The landmark assessment was conducted by Jan Ostashay, Principal with Ostashay & Associates
Consulting. In order to identify and evaluate the subject property as a potential local landmark
an intensive-level survey was conducted. The assessment included a review of the National
Register of Historic Places (National Register) and its annual updates, the California Register of
Historical Resources (California Register), and the California Historic Resources Inventory (HRI)
list maintained by the State Office of Historic Preservation (OHP) in order to determine if any
previous evaluations or survey assessments of the property had been performed.

For this current historical analysis a site inspection was also conducted and a review of building
permits and tax assessor records were performed to assess the property’s existing condition
and assist in evaluating the structure for historical significance. The City of Beverly Hills
landmark criteria were employed to evaluate the local significance of the property and its
eligibility for landmark designation. In addition, the following tasks were performed for the
study:

e Searched records of the National Register, California Register, and OHP Historic
Resources Inventory.
e Conducted a field inspection of the subject property.

e Conducted site-specific research on the subject property utilizing Sanborn fire
insurance maps, city directories, newspaper articles, historical photographs, and
building permits.
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e Reviewed and analyzed ordinances, statutes, regulations, bulletins, and technical
materials relating to federal, state, and local historic preservation, designation
assessment procedures, and related programs.

¢ Evaluated the potential historic resource based upon criteria established by the City
of Beverly Hills and utilized the OHP survey methodology for conducting survey
assessments.

FINDINGS

The Regina-Fine Arts Theatre building appears to meet the City’s criteria for designation as a
local landmark as required in Section 10-3-3212 of the Historic Preservation Ordinance (BHMC
10-3-3212(A)(B)(C)). The subject property satisfies the requirement of subsection A., which
requires that at least two of the six BHMC 10-3-3212 “significance” criteria be met. Upon
conclusion of the assessment and evaluation the property appears to satisfy three of the
“significance” criteria: criterion A.1, A.3, and A.4. It also meets the requirements of subsection
10-3-3212(B), which requires that: “The property retains integrity from its period of
significance,” and subsection 10-3-3212(C), which requires that: “The property has historic
value.”

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The Regina-Fine Arts Theatre building is situated along the south side of the busy Wilshire
Boulevard corridor just east of South Stanley Drive and west of South Le Doux Road. Charleville
Boulevard is immediately to the south (rear) of the theatre site and La Cienega Boulevard is a
few blocks to the east. Located on Tract No. 4988, the subject property occupies lot 655 and
the eastern half of lot 656.

The subject property was previously identified and evaluated for historical significance as part
of the City’s on-going historic resources survey efforts. The property was first evaluated and
recorded under the 1986 city-wide survey and at that time was found to be historically
significant and eligible for local designation as part of a small thematic grouping of Art Deco
style neighborhood theatres along Wilshire Boulevard (the State Office of Historic Preservation
upgraded this finding to individually eligible for National Register listing). It was re-assessed;
however, incorrectly as part of an update survey conducted in 2004, which identified and
recorded the property as demolished. An additional survey of the property conducted in 2006
also erroneously identified the property as demolished. As such these two previous survey
evaluations are neither relevant nor applicable.

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION AND CONSTRUCTION HISTORY

Description. Building permits were pulled in 1936 and the building was completed a year later.
The voluminous one-story movie theatre designed by the noted architect B. Marcus Priteca
exhibits many key features of the Art Deco style, including its asymmetrical marquee and
stepped tower. With approximately 6,862 square feet of space the building has a rectangular
shape footprint that fronts Wilshire Boulevard. Architecturally, shallow setbacks, reeding, and
a strongly geometric pattern articulate the tower and the parapet on either side of it. Below the
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parapet, the north (primary) elevation of the stucco structure contains two storefronts and the
centered theatre entrance. This floor plan configuration with central theatre space and
adjacent flanking storefronts typify the kind of local movie theatre design that was prevalent in
Southern California in the 1930s.

Architectural details include reeded piers that anchor the corners of the building while a
horizontally grooved ban tops the openings. The storefronts have been re-glazed and the once
recessed storefront openings have been pulled to the northern property line. The once open
foyer has been enclosed with aluminum framed glazing, double doors and a faux partially
reconstructed non-original ticket booth. The marquee, with the exception of its name, is
original as are its accented miniature “pilasters” and neon lighting.

In terms of the historic interior spatial relationships of the theatre the foyer, lobby and
auditorium with narrow stage are still evident. Despite previous interior modifications made to
the foyer, lobby, and flanking shop units, the auditorium space still retains some early elements
of its original use and design, including the metal theatre seats, narrow stage, racking floor,
quilted wall coverings and plaster ornamentation on the side walls, decorative sunburst feature
on the ceiling, reeded curved entrance walls into the auditorium from the lobby area, reeded
plaster columns at the rear doorways adjacent the stage, and floor to ceiling expressionistic
painted murals of palm trees on both side walls of the stage (murals are severely deteriorated
and compromised). The highly ornate metal light fixtures on the ceiling in the auditorium
replaced original fixtures as part of the building’s remodel in 1993.

The Cecchi Gori film company took over the property and renovated it in 1993. Theatre
designer Joseph Musil, who also assisted in the re-model of the El Capitan Theatre in Hollywood
and the Crest Theatre in Westwood, brought his colorful, but historically unsympathetic
theatrical flair to the re-christened Cecchi Gori Fine Arts Theatre. The entire lobby area was
remodeled and enclosed at the sidewalk frontage with aluminum double glazed doors. The
front of a faux stand-alone ticket booth was built and sandwiched between the flanking glazed
double doors. In addition, the lobby was enlarged by encroaching into the flanking storefronts
and extending the rear wall of the lobby slightly into the auditorium space. A new, larger
screen was installed several feet in front of the old proscenium to accommodate wider film
aspect ratios. This re-configuring and the use of somewhat wider seats reduced the theatre’s
seating capacity to 410. The storefront space (8558 Wilshire Blvd.) to the west of the lobby was
converted into a full concession stand while the other storefront space (8554 Wilshire Blvd.)
was re-modeled to allow for the expansion of the women’s restroom (for more stalls and sinks).
The original “theaterette” (crying room) window from the auditorium to the women’s restroom
area was also covered over as part of this work. The theatre’s original Art Deco neon marquee
and fagade; however, were not touched by the 1993 remodel and remain essentially unaltered
today.

Building Permit History. A review of building permits indicate that the property has undergone
some exterior and interior changes since it was built in the late 1930s. The exterior storefront
units have been altered by the replacement of entry doors and fenestration. The interior foyer,
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lobby and restroom spaces have been modified and some interior wall planes within the foyer
area and storefront units have been relocated or removed. Some changes have also occurred
to the theatre’s interior auditorium space, most of which were in-kind. Relevant permit history
that has been recorded with the City of Beverly Hills includes the following:

MO/YEAR DESCRIPTION OF WORK

May 1936 Office building (illegible)

Aug 1936 Steel sign tower {$1000); (stores and garage under construction)

Nov 1936 Motion picture theatre ($4000); building alterations “convert office building to theatre”

Dec 1948 Remove existing ceiling/replace with new ceiling in marquee, change name on marquee ($900)
Dec 1948 Addition of new stairs (second egress) from projector room ($500)

Dec 1948 Install temporary ticket office in store ($500)

Dec 1948 Install small awning over window on west end of building (540)

Dec 1948 Install double face vertical neon sign at center front of building ($2000)

Oct 1954 Install temporary bleacher seats on sidewalk for motion picture premier on 11-4-1954 ($75)
Aug 1957 Remove auditorium doors and build new light locks to aisles of auditorium ($3500)

Sept 1957 Enclose toilet and wash bow! ($150)

Sept 1961 New box office, new showcases, three new pairs of entry doors ($5500)

Nov 1961 Install temporary bleachers for premiere on Nov 21, 1961 only ($200)

Oct 1968 Install temporary bleachers for premiere on Oct 24, 1968 only ($200)

Nov 1991 Re-roof ($8800)

Apr 1993 Theatre remodel (lobby, auditorium, restrooms, concessions, selective demo, etc. ($100,000+)
Feb 2008 Install fire sprinkler system and evacuation system ($6000)

The building is currently in fair condition. The interior spaces of the flanking commercial units
with their small mezzanine floors have been extensively altered and incorporated into the
larger theatre space and converted to use as restrooms and a concession stand that serves the
theatre facility. However, the interior spatial relationships that define the design and function
of a neighborhood theatre (distinct foyer, lobby, auditorium spaces, etc.) are still visually
evident. Many of the property’s key exterior features such as the configuration of the facade
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with central foyer and flanking storefronts; prominent Art Deco inspired vertical signage and
tower; projecting neon lit marquee; and its general massing, scale, design, function, location,
roof form, and siding material are intact. In consideration that it is the last remaining
neighborhood theatre in the City, the evident changes have not so significantly compromised
the property’s original architectural design, historical integrity, or notable character-defining
features.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

Beverly Hills. The early settlement and development of Beverly Hills began on what was called
Rancho Rodeo de las Aguas. This land was originally claimed by Mexican settlers Maria Rita
Valdez and her husband Vicente Valdez around 1822. Aptly named The Ranch of the Gathering
of the Waters, the swamps or “cienegas” that characterize the natural landscape were created
by rain run off flowing out of Coldwater and Benedict Canyons. Vegetable farming, sheep
herding, bee keeping and the raising of walnut trees were the primary agricultural activities
within the rancho lands during the latter half of the nineteenth century. Several attempts at
subdividing and establishing communities on the ranch lands were attempted during the 1860s
and 1880s, but ended in failure.’

In 1906, the Amalgamated Oil Company reorganized as the Rodeo Land and Water Company.
Burton Green played a leading role in formulating the plans for a garden city, located between
Whittier Drive on the west, Doheny Drive on the east, Wilshire Boulevard on the south, and the
foothills above Sunset Boulevard to the north.” The syndicate hired notable California park
planner, Wilbur F. Cook, Jr., to plan the new community. Cook had worked with landscape
architect Frederick Law Olmsted prior to moving to Oakland in 1905 to establish his own firm.
Comprised of “Beverly” in the commercial triangle between Santa Monica and Wilshire
boulevards and “Beverly Hills” north of Santa Monica Boulevard, the new community was one
of the earliest planned communities in southern California.

In 1914, concern over establishment of a secure water system and the desire to improve the
local school system prompted incorporation of the City of Beverly Hills. The original boundaries
of the City were much the same as they are today, except for the area south of Wilshire
Boulevard, annexed in 1915, and Trousdale Estates, annexed in 1955. Most of the City was
open land at the time of incorporation with development scattered around Canon Drive,
Beverly Drive, Crescent Drive, and the downtown triangle.?

The architecture of Beverly Hills in the years following the City’s founding was dominated by
the Craftsman, Mission Revival, and Period Revival styles (Tudor, Georgian, Beaux-Arts
Classicism). With Beverly Hills establishing itself as a haven for movie stars in the 1920s, the
architectural character of the city began to realize a varying degree of extravagance in the
design of its housing stock. Throughout the late 1920s and 1930s sophisticated period revival

! Beverly Hills Historic Resources Survey 1985-1986, pg. 5.
? |bid, pg. 8-9.
’ Ibid, pg. 11.
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styles dominated the domestic architecture of the city. By the mid to late 1930s Beverly Hills
became one of the areas in southern California most closely connected with the development
of the Hollywood Regency style. Born of the meeting of Moderne sleekness with the elegance
of early nineteenth century architectural forms, it used simple, primary forms and blank wall
surfaces to project exclusivity and sopbhistication.® Beverly Hills’ domestic architecture in the
post-World War Il era saw the incorporation of Revival references in its new housing stock, and
also the introduction of contemporary, luxury designs reflective of the Mid-century Modern
idiom.

Commercial building design witnessed a similar evolution. Early buildings in the downtown
triangle tended to be influenced by revival styles, including Spanish, Renaissance, and other
Mediterranean references. The Art Deco and Streamline Moderne styles were also embraced in
the 1920s and 1930s, paving the way for a more modern sensibility that was partially realized in
several Art Moderne/Streamline Moderne and Hollywood Regency business establishments.
While a taste for the Colonial Revival persisted in commercial buildings in Beverly Hills, in the
years following World War Il modernism was fully accepted, with numerous examples of the
Corporate International Style and New Formalism peppering the business triangle and
spreading east and west on Wilshire Boulevard.

American Movie Theatres. In the year following the turn of the 20th century, moving picture
theatres enjoyed a remarkable rise in popularity. Almost unknown in 1903, there were
between 5,000 and 10,000 moving picture theatres in the United States by 1910. A strong
national economy and a rapidly growing population supported the popular entertainment
business. The earliest movie theatres, often known as nickelodeons, occupied storefronts in
the main streets of commercial districts across the country between 1900 and 1915. By 1915,
enterprising business people began constructing buildings specifically to house movie theatres.

Following the first quarter of the 20th century, movie-going became an established practice
across the country, and patrons witnessed the birth of a distinctly modern and quintessentially
American architectural creation, the neighborhood motion picture house. While theatres in the
downtown areas became known as movies palaces, the neighborhoods boasted having their
own movies houses. The unique development and functional necessities of the film business
demanded more than imitation. The architects of this new building type were faced with
complex needs requiring a vast collection of rooms under one roof. Often times, neighborhood
theatres were designed with flanking storefronts, a typical scheme of the 1920s and 1930s
property type, to attract both shoppers and theatre-goers.

The exterior of these theatres helped to fill this role, using forms and styles that made them
stand out from their surroundings. As with earlier generations of live theatres and opera
houses, the primary facades of movie theatres expressed the popular architecture of their day.
Creative owners took advantage of stock terra cotta ornament to embellish the fronts of their
theatres while others adopted the stylized features of the Jazz era into their facades. By the
1930s and 1940s geometric Art Deco and Streamlined Moderne motifs were popular for movie

* Ibid. pg. 17.
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theatre design. A broad canopy marquee, often accompanied by a towering vertical sign,
announced the building’s name and purpose. To make sure that nobody missed the message or
the latest film, tracer lights and/or neon were used to trim the often elaborate signs. To help
sell tickets, ornately decorated box offices, typically stand along, were often added to the foyer
area of theatres. Inside, the architects sought to impress theatre goers with an abundance of
lobby space. Chair stands were typically tailored to match the overall décor of the theatre. The
auditorium lighting had to be sufficiently bright for patrons to find their seats, but otherwise
subdued for proper atmosphere and film viewing. Cove lighting was one solution; concealed by
ornamental surfaces and features, cove lights bathed the auditorium in a soft multi-color glow.
Backstage equipment included the usual rigging and lighting for stage performers, if the theatre
was so designed for live productions. Asbestos curtains were included to shield the audience in
case of fire on stage. Architects developed circulation patterns to ensure safety and
convenience. Aiding their efforts were the theatre’s own the ushers, many of them uniformed
and trained, who providing additional assistance in entering and existing the auditorium.
Together, it provided and defined the unique building type of the local neighborhood movie
theatre.

Beverly Hills Neighborhood Theatres. The Regina-Fine Arts Theatre is located along Wilshire
Boulevard, one of the main east-west thoroughfares in the city that runs from downtown Los
Angeles through Beverly Hills and ending at the beach in Santa Monica. An important
component of the Wilshire Boulevard economy was its entertainment facilities. By the late
1930s Beverly Hills had five motion picture theatres of varying size and capacity in operation.
Four of the five theatre houses were designed in the Art Deco style and all were sited on or
adjacent to Wilshire Boulevard. The earliest of these theatres was the monumental Beverly
Theatre that was built as a vaudeville playhouse and movie theatre in 1925. Designed by
architect L.A. Smith in the Moorish style it was located near the northeast corner of Beverly
Drive and Wilshire Boulevard. The Fox Wilshire Theatre (now referred to as the Saban Theatre)
was designed by prominent theatre architect S. Charles Lee and was built in 1930 as a grand Art
Deco style movie palace at the southeast corner of Hamilton and Wilshire Boulevard. A year
later the notable Art Deco inspired Warner Brothers Theatre designed by the prominent
theatre architect B. Marcus Priteca was built at the southwest corner of Wilshire Boulevard and
Canon Drive.

Automobiles profoundly affected many aspects of twentieth century life, including movie going
habits. Theatre designs were responding to the needs of the automobile by the mid-1930s.
Owing to changes in aesthetic ideas as well as budgetary considerations, theatre design became
increasingly restrained and simpler, drawing closer to commercial Art Deco and the strand of
Modernism that challenged historical principles. Streamlined design reached its peak during the
mid to late 1930s, by which time the movie palace had been replaced by the next phase of
movie theatre design, the neighborhood theatre house.

As a result of this nationwide trend, two small neighborhood movie houses were built in
Beverly Hills also along Wilshire Boulevard in the late 1930s. Both buildings were built in 1936
and completed in 1937; however, the Regina Theatre (later changed to the Fine Arts Theatre)
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was designed by B. Marcus Priteca while the Elite Theatre (later changed to the Music Hall
Theatre) was designed by Wilfred Verity. These buildings were large volume one-story Art Deco
houses with adjacent storefronts and typified the kind of local movie theatre that was so
prevalent in southern California prior to World War Il.

Unfortunately, the establishment of a number of small shopping-center movie houses
beginning in the late 1960s and 1970s and later the construction of multi-screen cinema
complexes helped hasten the demise of many small neighborhood theatres. The change in
movie-going trends, the skyrocketing cost of land and potential development opportunities also
affected viability of the neighborhood theatres. In Beverly Hills, three of the five early movie
theatre venues have been demolished. The only remaining physical representations of this
unique property type in the city are the palatial Saban Theatre (formerly the Fox Wilshire
Theater) and the neighborhood Regina-Fine Arts Theatre. The Saban Theatre operates today
primarily as a live theatre facility while the Regina-Fine Arts Theatre has been closed since
2010, though it had continued to show motion pictures prior to its closing.

Regina-Fine Arts Theatre. The subject property (currently vacant) is situated on an irregular
shape parcel measuring approximate 132 feet (west) by 63 feet (north) by 119 feet (east) by 60
feet (south). The theatre was built along the commercial business thoroughfare of Wilshire
Boulevard within the City of Beverly Hills and adjacent to the City of Los Angeles to the east.
The backside of the property (south side) abuts some of the City’s residential housing stock
dating from the 1920s and 1930s. Because of its geographic location along Wilshire Boulevard
and near La Cienega Boulevard the theatre offered similar program features as the movie
palaces in downtown Los Angeles or Hollywood.

With building permits pulled in 1936, the theatre was built for businessman Joseph De Bell at a
cost of roughly $75,000. Architect B. Marcus Priteca was responsible for the design and S.E.
Sonnichsen, an associate of Priteca’s firm, supervised the construction of the property. At the
same time, De Bell also financed and built the adjacent commercial building to the west (8560 —
8586 Wilshire Boulevard), which incorporated similar architectural ornamentation and stylistic
characteristics as the theatre.

Typical of the period, the theatre was built with a central auditorium space with small stage, an
entry foyer, and lobby, along with flanking commercial storefronts. Constructed with
approximately 800 seats the Wilshire Regina Theatre, as it was initially called, officially opened
on April 21, 1937. The first program included a double featuring the films “That Girl from Paris”
and “Black Legion.” According to the newspaper advertisements of the time, the admission fee
was 25 cents for adults and 10 cents for children. When it was built the theatre featured a
stand-alone ticket box in the foyer, a fountain in the lobby, and a “theaterette” or crying room
in the ladies lounge. The theatre changed hands and name (Fine Arts) in 1948 when Fox West
Coast Theatres took it over and remodeled portions of the exterior and interior to reflect the
Post-World War Il taste and trends of the time. It operated as a Fox theatre for several years
with a seating capacity of roughly 700. Re-launching as the Fox Fine Arts, the opening feature
on December 28 was the film “The Red Shoes.” The anchoring storefront units continued to
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operate over the years as various commercial ventures, including a shoe shop, barbershop,
ladies clothing store, etc.

The property continued to operate as a Fox West Coast theatre house for several years
eventually changing ownership to the National General Theatres and then Mann Theatres.
Laemmle Theatres purchased the building in 1984 and operated it until 1993 when it was taken
over by Cecchi Gori Films. It was at this time that the theatre underwent major renovation to
its interior features. The remodeling work included the conversion of the flanking retail shops
into additional spaces of the theatre. In addition, Art Deco inspired decorative features and
furniture were added to the lobby and auditorium areas as part of the renovation work. And a
larger movie screen was installed in front of the original elevated stage area. Almost then years
after re-opening the Cecchi Gori Fine Arts Theatre closed in 2004. A year later the theatre was
leased to the Screening Services Group and re-opened in 2005 with the U.S. premiere of the
film “Mrs. Henderson Presents.” During this time it was utilized primarily as a rental venue and
the theatre was then equipped to handle multiple film and video formats, including 2K Digital
Cinema and Dolby Digital EX. In 2009, Cecchi Gori Films took over ownership of the theatre
once again and operated it for a short time. The venue ultimately closed in the fall of 2010 and
has remained vacant since that time.

Art Deco. The Regina-Fine Arts Theatre is a local representative example of the Art Deco style
as used in structures of modest size and of the type of building (an auditorium combined with
small storefronts) that housed neighborhood movie theatres during the period. The Art Deco
style was introduced at the 1925 Exposition des Arts Decoratifs in Paris, France. Although the
United States did not participate, the Exposition’s influence impacted building design across the
country through the end of the Great Depression of the 1930s. The Art Deco style advocated
the extensive use of applied decoration, in contrast to the Modernist Movement, which used
abstraction instead of decoration. Art Deco designers believed that the applied decoration
should be new in form, reflecting the character of the 20" century, instead of heralding the
past based on classical precedent. Stylized elements of Eastern, Egyptian, and Mayan influence
were commonly incorporated into the decorative treatments of the design. Also commonplace
was ornamentation mirroring machine and automobile patterns and shapes, such as stylized
wheels and gears, as well as natural elements such as sunbursts and flowers.

Simple geographic forms with a strong vertical emphasis characterize most Art Deco buildings.
This verticality is accomplished through the use of pyramidal or stepped roof lines, parapets,
towers, tall pylons, fagade stepbacks, pilasters, fluted piers, and elongated windows. The style
often features zigzag or chevron geometric patterns and exterior surfaces clad in tile or glazed
in terra cotta. A characteristic feature of the style found in the subject property is the stylized
stepped parapet and tower element. Art Deco properties sometimes incorporate newer
materials in their construction and design such as aluminum and plate glass.

Benjamin Marcus Priteca, architect. Theatre architect B. Marcus Priteca, as he was referred to,
was born in Glasgow, Scotland in 1881. He attended George Watson College and continued his
studies at Edinburgh University graduating in 1907 and later from The Royal College of Fine Arts
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in 1909. Priteca completed his architectural apprenticeship under Robert MacFarlane Cameron
in Edinburgh before coming to the United States.

In July 1909, Priteca settled in Seattle where he immediately went to work as an architect. A
year later he met Alexander Pantages, a Seattle resident and theatre owner, for whom he
subsequently designed theatres throughout the United States and Canada. Prior to moving to
Los Angeles in 1922, Priteca had designed theatres in Memphis, Tennessee; Kansas City,
Missouri; Fort Worth, Texas; and Salt Lake City, Utah. He remained in Los Angeles until 1929,
when he returned to Seattle where he continued to design theatres nationwide for various
clients. At one time or another Priteca had branch offices in Oakland, San Francisco, and Los
Angeles. B. Marcus Priteca designed over 150 theaters for four different theater chain clients.
In southern California his portfolio of work included the Pantages Theatre in downtown Los
Angeles (1920), the Warner Grand Theatre in San Pedro (1931), the Warner Theatre in
Huntington Park (1930), the Warner Theatre in Beverly Hills (1931), the Pantages Theatre in
Hollywood (1929), and the Regina (Fine Arts) Theatre in Beverly Hills (1938). His architectural
work went beyond theatre design as he also provided architectural services to a number of
projects in and around the Seattle area, including the Congregation Bikur Cholim Synagogue,
the Jewish House Educational Center, and the Longacres Racetrack, among other projects. He
was named a fellow by the American Institute of Architects in 1951, and continued his design
practice in Seattle almost right up to his death in 1971.

EVALUATION OF HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

Evaluation Criteria. In analyzing the historical significance of the subject property, criteria for
designation under the City’s local landmark program was considered.  Additionally,
consideration of historical integrity and the State Office of Historic Preservation (OHP) survey
methodology was used to survey and assess the relative significance of the property.

City of Beverly Hills Landmark Criteria. The City’s Historic Preservation Ordinance (Municipal
Code Title 10 Chapter 3 Article 32; BHMC 10-3-32) authorizes the Cultural Heritage Commission
(CHC) to recommend the nomination of properties as local landmarks to the City Council. The
Council may designate local landmarks and historic districts by the procedures outlined in the
ordinance.

The Preservation Ordinance also establishes criteria and the process for evaluating and
designating properties as potential local landmarks. Under the City’s criteria a property must be
more than 45 years old, unless it possesses exceptional significance; retain sufficient historical
integrity to physically illustrate its significance; and satisfy significance criteria.

To be eligible for local designation as a historic landmark, properties must satisfy the following
criteria:

A The property meets at least two of the following (significance) criteria:

1. Is identified with important events in the main currents of national, state, or
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local history, or directly exemplifies or manifests significant contributions to the
broad social, political, cultural, economic, recreational, or architectural history of
the Nation, State, City, or community;

2. Is directly associated with the lives of Significant Persons important to national,
state, City or local history;

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of
construction;

4, Represents a notable work of a person included on the City’s List of Master
Architects or possesses high artistic or aesthetic value;

5. Has yielded or has the potential to yield, information important in the prehistory
or history of the Nation, State, City or community;

6. Is listed or has been formally determined eligible by the National Park Service for
listing on the National Register of Historic Places, or is listed or has been formally
determined eligible by the State Historical Resources Commission for listing on
the California Register of Historical Resources.

B. The property retains integrity from its period of significance. The proposed landmark
retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, and association. Integrity
shall be judged with reference to the particular significance criteria specified above.

C. The property has historic value. The proposed landmark is of significant architectural
value to the community, beyond its simple market value and its designation as a landmark is
reasonable, appropriate, and necessary to promote protect, and further the goals and purposes
of the City’s historic preservation ordinance.

California Office of Historic Preservation Survey Methodology. The evaluation instructions
and classification system prescribed by the California Office of Historic Preservation (OHP) in its
publication Instructions for Recording Historical Resources provide a three-digit evaluation
rating code for use in classifying potential historic resources. The first digit indicates one of the
following general evaluation categories for use in conducting cultural resources surveys:

1. Property listed in the National Register or the California Register;

2. Property determined eligible for listing in the National Register or the California
Register;

3. Property appears eligible for the National Register or the California Register

through a survey evaluation;

4. Property appears eligible for the National Register or the California Register
through other evaluation;
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5. Property recognized as historically significant by local government;
6. Property not eligible for any listing or designation; and

7. Property not evaluated for the National Register or California Register or needs
re-evaluation.

The second digit of the evaluation status code is a letter code indicating whether the resource is
separately eligible (S), eligible as part of a district (D), or both (B). The third digit is a number
that is used to further specify significance and refine the relationship of the property to the
National Register and/or California Register. Under this evaluation system, categories 1
through 4 pertain to various levels of National Register and/or California Register eligibility. The
California Register, however, may also include surveyed resources with evaluation rating codes
through level 5. In addition, properties found ineligible for listing in the National Register,
California Register, or for designation under a local ordinance are given an evaluation status
code of 6.

Historical Integrity. “Integrity is the ability of a property to convey its significance.” In addition
to meeting the criteria of significance, a property must have integrity. Integrity is the
authenticity of a property’s physical identity clearly indicated by the retention of characteristics
that existed during the property’s period of significance. Properties eligible for local landmark
designation must meet at least two of the local landmark designation criteria and retain enough
of their historic character or appearance to be recognizable as historical resources and to
convey the reasons for their historical significance.

Both the National Register of Historic Places and the California Register of Historical Resources
recognize the seven aspects of qualities that, in various combinations, define integrity. To
retain historic integrity a property should possess several, and usually most, of these seven
aspects. Thus, the retention of the specific aspects of integrity is paramount for a property to
convey its significance. The seven qualities that define integrity are location, design, setting,
materials, workmanship, feeling and association. The seven qualities or aspects of historical
integrity are defined as follows:

e Location is the place where the historic property was constructed or the place where
the historic event occurred.

e Design is the combination of elements that create the form, plan, space, structure,
and style of a property.

e Setting is the physical environment of a historic property.
e Materials are the physical elements that were combined or deposited during a

particular period of time and in a particular pattern or configuration to form a
historic property.
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e Workmanship is the physical evidence of the crafts of a particular culture or people
during any given period in history or prehistory.

e Feeling is a property’s expression of the aesthetic or historic sense of a particular
period of time.

e Association is the direct link between an important historic event or person and a
historic property.

Application of City Landmark (Significance) Criteria. In summary, based on current research
and the above assessment, the Fine Arts Theatre located at 8554 - 8558 Wilshire Boulevard
appears to meet the necessary City of Beverly Hills Landmark criteria (BHMC 10-3-3212).

The property was evaluated according to statutory criteria, as follows:
A. The property meets at least two of the following criteria (BHMC 10-3-3212(A)).

BHMC 10-3-3212(A)(1) The property is identified with important events in the main currents of
national, state, or local history, or directly exemplifies or manifests significant contributions to
the broad social, political, cultural, economic, recreational, or architectural history of the
Nation, State, City, or community.

The subject property is directly associated with the early recreational, entertainment, social,
and architectural history of the community. Within the City of Beverly Hills the Regina-Fine Arts
Theatre is the last remaining neighborhood theatre venue still intact. It was one of five motion
picture theatres constructed prior to World War Il in the City that reflected the varied “hay day”
of early theatre design philosophy. Designed by noted theatre architect B. Marcus Priteca, the
Regina-Fine Arts Theatre is a local extant representative example of the Art Deco style as used
in a small housed neighborhood movie theatre built prior to World War Il. When the theatre
became the Fine Arts Theatre in 1948 (new owners) the venue was the site of a number of
motion picture premieres. It was also considered a very popular venue in Beverly Hills for
younger theatergoers, particularly when they showed classic horror films such as Dracula or
Frankenstein. Since the subject property visually and physically manifests significant
contributions to the early social, entertainment, recreational, and architectural history of the
community in the form of a neighborhood motion picture theater it appears to satisfy this
criterion.

BHMC 10-3-3212(A)(2) The property is directly associated with the lives of Significant Persons
important to national, state, City or local history.

Current research did not reveal that the property located at 8554-8558 Wilshire Boulevard is
associated with any historic personages important in our past. In particular, no evidence was
uncovered to indicate that the property’s initial owner and developer Joseph J. De Bell or any of
the shop tenants were important to the City’s history. Therefore, the property does not appear
to satisfy this criterion.
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BHMC 10-3-3212(A)(3) The property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type,
period, or method of construction.

Within the City of Beverly Hills the theatre building, despite its alterations, is a rare extant
example of a modest size Art Deco inspired neighborhood theatre. It retains sufficient historical
integrity to convey its distinctive characteristics of a particular style, property type, and
historical period. The structure with its small scale, Art Deco designs, and neighborhood
orientation further establishes its historical use and function. Sited along Wilshire Boulevard its
ornate, cantilever marquee with period neon lite font lettering and decorative parapets
culminating in a tower were designed to be the focal point for the venue and render it highly
visible along the busy street. Stylistically, the property also embodies a number of
distinguishing architectural characteristics of the Art Deco idiom, including its vertical emphasis
utilizing stepped parapets and reeded pilasters, as well as the stepped neon wrapped central
tower. Hence, it can be concluded that the property appears to satisfy this criterion.

BHMC 10-3-3212(A)(4) The property represents a notable work of a person included on the
City’s List of Master Architects or possesses high artistic or aesthetic value.

This property was designed by noted architect B. Marcus Priteca. The City’s list of Master
Architects includes architect B. Marcus Priteca. Priteca is considered one of America’s most
prominent and prolific theatre designers in the country because of his work during the first half
of the twentieth century. He established a trend with his use of the Moderne and Art Deco
styles in theatre architecture. Priteca’s portfolio of theatre design included venues for both live
productions and motion pictures. His commissions varied from large elaborate movie palace-
like structures to small-scale aptly designed neighborhood theatres. His work spanned across
the country and Beverly Hills was fortunate enough to have two theatres designed by this
prominent and well-established architect (though only the subject property remains extant
today). The Regina-Fine Arts Theatre, therefore, satisfies this criterion.

BHMC 10-3-3212(A)(5) The property has yielded or has the potential to yield, information
important in the prehistory or history of the Nation, State, City or community.

The property does not appear to satisfy this criterion.

BHMC 10-3-3212(A)(6) The property is listed or has been formally determined eligible by the
National Park Service for listing on the National Register of Historic Places, or is listed or has
been formally determined eligible by the State Historical Resources Commission for listing on the
California Register of Historical Resources.

The property is not currently listed on the National Register of Historic Places or the California
Register of Historical Resources, nor has it been formally determined eligible for listing on the
National Register or the California Register. Though the property was previously evaluated as
potentially eligible for listing on the National Register as part of a locally funded citywide survey
it does not satisfy this criterion.
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B. The property retains integrity from its Period of Significance (BHMC 10-3-3212(B)).

The period of significance for the subject property is the period of time from 1936 to 1949. This
period of roughly fourteen years spans from when building permits were acquired and
construction began to the year following when the theatre changed ownership and name (from
the Regina Theatre to the Fine Arts Theatre). Given the rarity of Art Deco buildings in the City,
particular those associated with the neighborhood movie theatre property type, the alterations
to the building’s storefronts and entry area do not materially detract or adversely impact the
overall integrity of the subject property. Those important features of design, materials,
location, setting, workmanship, feeling, and association from the period of significance are still
evident in the subject property and help to render it historically significant.

C. The property has Historic Value (BHMC 10-3-3212(C)).

Because of its distinct property type, architectural styling and character, association with a
master architect and its contribution to the City’s historical and architectural heritage the
property is considered to have historic value. It can be concluded that the property is valuable
to a study of the local architectural history of the 1930s in Beverly Hills and of the Art Deco style
as applied to a neighborhood movie house. Therefore, the property satisfies this criterion.

Character-defining Features. Every historic property is unique, with its own identity and its own
distinguishing character. A property’s form and detailing are important in defining its visual
historic character and significance. It is a property’s tangible features or elements that embody
its significance for association with specific historical events, important personages, or
distinctive architecture and it is those tangible elements; therefore, that should be retained and
preserved.

Character refers to all those visual aspects and physical features that comprise the appearance
of every historic property. According to National Park Service Brief 17, Architectural Character:
Identifying the Visual Aspects of Historic Buildings as an Aid to Preserving Their Character,
character-defining features include the overall shape of a property (building, structure, etc.), its
material, craftsmanship, decorative details, interior spaces and features (as applicable), as well
as the various aspects of its site and immediate environment (form, configuration and
orientation).

The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties defines historic
character by the form and detailing of materials, such as masonry, wood, stucco, plaster, terra
cotta, metal, etc.; specific features, such as roofs, porches, windows and window elements,
moldings, staircases, chimneys, driveways, garages, landscape and hardscape elements, etc.; as
well as spatial relationships between buildings, structures, and features; room configurations;
and archaic structural and mechanical systems.

Identifying those features or elements that give a historic property visual character and which
should be taken into account and preserved to the maximum extent possible is important in
order for the property to maintain its historical significance. In addition to the overall height,
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massing, footprint, and spatial relationships of the subject property that defines it as a
neighborhood motion picture theatre from the 1930s, there are a number of architectural
characteristics evident on the building. Distinctive and important character-defining features
associated with the subject property include its symmetrical arrangement along its facade,
stepped tower, shallow setbacks, reeded piers, large overhanging marquee with neon signage
scrolled in a period font, and strong geometric patterns articulated in the tower and parapets
on either side of it. Additional characteristics of the property type include the flanking
storefronts; central entry foyer area into the theatre; the movie bill display cases; and the
distinct separation and formal procession of the foyer area and lobby to the voluminous
auditorium.

CONCLUSION

As discussed herein, the Regina-Fine Arts Theatre satisfies the City of Beverly Hill’s criteria for
designation as a local Landmark, as required in the City’s Historic Preservation Ordinance
(BHMC Section 10-3-3212).

The property satisfies the requirement of subsection 10-3-3212(A)(1), in that it “is identified
with important events in the main currents of national, state, or local history, or directly
exemplifies or manifests significant contributions to the broad social, political, cultural,
economic, recreational, or architectural history of the Nation, State, City, or community.”
Designed and used as a neighborhood motion picture theatre house the subject property was
an integral part of the early social, entertainment, recreational, and architectural history of the
community. In addition, the subject property satisfies the requirements of subsection 10-3-
3212(A)(3), in that it “embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or
method of construction.” The subject property is a rare local representative example of the Art
Deco style as used in a structure of modest size and of a particular property type (movie theatre
with an auditorium combined with small storefronts) that housed a movie theatre of the
period. And under the requirements of subsection 10-3-3212(A)(4), the Regina-Fine Arts
Theatre satisfies this criterion in that it “represents the notable work of a person included on
the City’s List of Master Architects.” The property also satisfies the requirements of subsection
10-3-3212(B) in that it retains sufficient integrity to visually and physically convey its historical
significance, and subsection 10-3-3212(C) since its unique architecture and historical past are
considered tangible evidence that help to give it historic value.
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SANBORN FIRE INSURANCE MAP, Beverly Hills
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SKETCH PLAN

Main (First) Floor, Existing Conditions
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SKETCH PLAN
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SKETCH PLAN

Main (First) Floor, Original Configuration
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APARTMENT-HOUSE SALES REPRESENT HUGE VALUATION

Los Angeles Times (1923-Current File); Nov 29, 1936;

ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times (1881-1987)
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nn to occupy the lower ten acres,
weording to 1.. A. Hardie, sales
manager of the land and water
sompany. The heights are to be
feveloped as exclusive residen-
ial sltes.

Afr. Miller is a wellknown sub-

lings in the city.
Considering all classifications
nounced during the week. Mrs,
Doyle js Judith Allen, motipn.

of housing. which. of course,

includes apartment-houses, the

association’s survey estimates

that the average rent increase
here this year has been between

picture player.

A fAve.acre ‘tract on ¥Encino

aventie was bought hy Gordon

\Warren of Hollywood frpm

Mary Bond of Iort Wayne for

I: 7 per—Tent
$12,500, according to the repprt
from the Whitworth organka.
ton. Immediate improvemefits
planned by Mr. Warren inclyde
construction of a nineropm

Theater and Store
Building Planned

Construction is scheduied to be
started on a theater and store
buiiding at the corner of Wil
shire Boulevard and Stanley

home. swimming pooi, tenpis A
s ; . Drive. Beverly Hills, for J. De
courts and stables. Bell of Beverly Hills. B. Marcus
Priteca and S. E. Sonnichsen are
Large Revenue the architeets.
The proposed structure will
Tulave-Tipton _ dairymen res ooqeain g theater auditorium

ceived $207,951.35 for their Ogto.
ber production, the largest such
October revenue in six years,

with a seating capacity of 750
persons, and two storerooms. It
will be of reinforced concrete
and brick construction and will
lave ground dimensions’ 80 by
120 feet.

Work Started

wilh H. 1. Whitley, one of the
1efelopers of Hollywood and San
Fernando Valley.

P
3

By
o

1itidor. having been associated

rmit Issued for
4,000 Dwelling

ermission has heen granted
the building department for
struction of a §14,000 resi-
ce at 5051 Havenhurst avenue
Merritt B. Gerstad. P. P.
vis is the architect and Henry
¢y Is the builder.

on School Addition

Work has heen started on a
‘ono‘stm'.\' and basement addition
lto the classrocm building at the
| Holly-avenue school site, Holly
lavenue and Duarte Road, Ar-
icadin. Coniract at $21,630 was
awarded lo John WV, Thiesen of
Pasadena, Pnul Kingsbhury Is the

‘architect. .

iRosidcnce S'cheduled

A $16,000 residence is lo be
crected at 288 North Saltalr ave
nue for Fred MucMurvay, 1t
will contaln nine rooms and 15 to
lave ground dimenslons forty.
five by fifty-four feet.

wood Hills, has been purchased by
dents of Lakemills, Wis,, from Sam J. Katz,

FORMER ‘WI

SCONSIN RESIDENTS . OWN IT

The. above-shown' Georgian-type, nine-room residence ot 781 Malcolm avenue, West-

r. and Mrs. Arthur W, Greenwood, former resi-
Lond and structurey represent an invest-

ment of approximately $16,500. The dwelling's site is east of the University of Cali-

fornia at:Los Angeles, In residential orea developed by Janss

Investment Corporation,
) [

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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LOS ANGELES — NEIGHBORHOOD

MacMurray-Oakle

lul w. ADAus “Champagne \Waltz'*

PArkeay 344 “WHITE_HUNTER"

AMER ICAN “STATE FAIRS Wit PARK
4727 8. apw Ragers. “With Love
ADamy G568 and_Kisses” Tomlin

“CLARENCE"

“f Promise to I'ay"
Special Attraction
“Lucklest Glrt In World™
“HIDEOUT”
Specls] Attraction

METRO

4720 W, WASH,
Whitney 4913

Slﬂ N HOUEROA

‘.QI};LJNCTO,N “God's cui‘nllxr{"‘li: Woman®
PArl-nv $931

|BA
ISB VERMONT
THornwall 4104
JEANETTE MacDONALD-NELSON EDDY

'&nenhl Attrastion
"PARK AVENUE
LOGGER"

o TIME"
I BARD'S Michael Whalen

Cranshaw-Adam .
Parnesy 8105 ‘Time Qut for Romance'

’ JEANET’!’E MchONALD-NEL;\’ON EDDY
“"MAYTIME

. CENTURY Merle Oberon
: “BELOVED ENEMY"

Piacmgall iy “SEA DEVILS"

DRIVE-IN loseph Calleia
Pl ;"{3}""‘" “Man of the People”

JOE E, BROWN-MARIAN MARSH

'When’s Your Birthday?’
Florence Mills ,

Fredric Mareh, "

310 8, CENTRAL ,GAnthony Adverse .
HOLLY WAY .\lbseh!nrr:y-?vn‘)m"
Mitust 8768 --A‘W'Br’vu.su
T G i e SIS
100 8 VERMORT MRer O 10
adu'pct:hg‘sg‘er “PAREOL1E lgACKE d
anchester wy, rr6! Flynn
TWinoaks 01

" UGREEN LIGHT”

6 BIG ACTS VAUDEVILLE
MAYNARD “Leglon of Tector”

\'fek End Milllonalre'

R A Specinl_Altraction

Dun na Durbin

rLAYHOUSE 3 SMART GIRI.S"
VAndi'n 5579 “WIWERQBT"

PRINCESS  Firol Flynn “CHANGE

OF LIGHT RRIGADE"

3 N
0.15 S “Mare ‘Than Secretary”
T Merle Oberan
559 V'glMUNT YTMELOVED ENEMY"
ADams_7825 “GENERAL SPANKY™
RIVIERA Melvyn Douzlas

"Women of Glamour'
5002 W. ADAMS eLARENCEY

OReaon 1301 oL
ROYAL “OUR RELATIONS" -
STRAND (Cont. from 1 P.M.)
41 s 8OWY.  “HOLY TERROR"

MIRIAM HOPKINS

“MEN ARE NOT GODS"

UN ‘l".‘\hd unmlm" %lmn:;q
owe, “2 In a Crowd’
yg? ;{is“co with Joel McCrea
Diek Tawell
lzllﬁvs.ocb,ﬂul. "0\7 TIIS A\I'\UF"
ADams 7387 DEVILS™
TROJAN “LET'S MAKE
!')’J! w, la"n Bha. A MILLION"

Gary Cnoner-!eln Arthur

“THE PLAINSMAN"
VICTORIA  “Devil's Playground”

PICO at VERMONT Bruce - Douglas
“WOMEN OF GLAMOUR"
SPECIAL ATTRACTION
Washington -Sm\lc': \\'ll-‘!:. John

les; “EVERYTHING
7w, wasw,  Belg SRR

PArkway 7187

E Edmund Lowe. ORK “DANIEL, BOONE"
zAan 't{Alls.TTA ‘Under Cover of Nighl’{454n Yerk Bivd. “PAROLE RACKET"
AN, 7014 ‘Man who Warked Mirscles® ' AL, 5008 Special Attraction

LOS ANGELES — WILSHIRE DISTRICT

bassodor “STOLEN INOLIDAY,”

3400 WIl.sHl Kay Francls-
D Rex. Claude Rains
EL REY fraee  “SOLDIER AND
\vvgrl'l‘lm & Buenstde THE LADY"
churlu Ruulu-llllce Brady

Rusiness’’

RAMPART

Templa at Rampart
FE. 'oszn

“Happy Go Lucky”
Lee' Tracy

“CRIMINAL LAWYER"
SPECIAL ATTRACTION

GRAND OPENING
Tonight—6 P.M.

REGINA
Wilthtre Near
La Clenega

"LOVE ON THE RUN”

oo

HOLLTYTWOOD
NLEY’ Deanna Durbin, ORIE 1AL “WINITE ummm"
l'!su Hollyweed aEc. “Three Smart Glrls,” 74:5 SUN "wa'n ON TAE
otympla “I ‘Hepaleng Canidy Returns’ ] Hilliide | 4 ) 3

Las FELIZ George Brent
Verment ot Frankiln "Gu- Glualr{& Woeman'’
OLympla 210 u Only Live Once”
U K. Gov't Fllm
MARCAL «tig riow THAT
Ty he v RROKE THE rl..ux\s"

Erro! Fiynn
“CHARGE OP LIGHT. BRIGADE"
(Al _Seals 20e _Tne, Lngen—Free Tarking)

CALL HILLSIDE 1148 FOR
SPECIAL ATTRACTION

VOGUE % = Boris Karloff
475 Halwe Sis.  “BLACK ROOM”

Clark G:hlr-CArn!r Lombard

‘NO MAN OF HER OWN'

VIST wgailiam Powell |CONSULT THE DAILY GUIDE FOR
g3 auNgEr  “Tastof Mrs, Chesney” | BEST IN THEATER ENTERTAINMENT
PASADENA — ARCADIA

H . BRITISH AGENT"

Larceny on the Ale"
Special Attraction

Cealorads 3189
Blsnehard 72444

5 N, F
colenﬂo 2139

TE Gary Cooper
§;';ﬂJENA “THE PLAINSMAN"
Calorads 4042 > < %an Qld* Spanhh Custam"

J  OWINTERSET. Borre: WASHINGTON Fredrie March
FA'R DA N eceAlin: alte " |a6s £. WASH.  'ANTHONE ADIERSE:
“FLYING RNOSTESS" mrruu niLo “The Flot Thickene™
Diek Fowell ARCADIA

ARK
1375 N. FAII! m\xs"Gola Diggers - of "33
Nispara_ 211 Sinner Take AN

ln! ‘l'lme Tonlcht
“ON TRE AVENTE"

ARCADIA, CALIF.
4 "BLACK LEGION™

CONSULT THE DAILY GUIDE FOR

PASADENA ﬂnmnhrer Bozart
PASANENA 1.AC GION™
Trreaca 3228 "Gln: Mo a Mre Song”

BEST IN THEATER ENTERTAINMENT

SELECTED SHORTS — LATEST

NEWS ON A‘LL PROGRAMS

TN TiOUCH D
Clark Gabje - Joan Crawford ¢

LOS ANGELES — DOWNTOWN

RCADE “Girel From 10th Ave”| MILLION $ “You Onlv lee Once”
ﬁt‘m’-’l l;gz\:'lv. T?A";l %I;:‘s's 1;‘:‘:! M’l‘thlA!l:nWAO‘;M e Stage: so Vlnnd-r Artisis

AMEO "'!'_lnul Saquare le:" ROXI "SEA
azalu’ll ?907‘4”“ (ldl\ll‘l }E:.iﬁl‘:ggs #ﬁm’.’, "7213 Y. DEVILS"
COZY A.lllll'c-.l!olcf'l. George Nrent-Beverly Roberls
sin"s, Aowy. vomnanae  |'God’s Country & Woman’
GRAND All ﬂwedloh?nrrlm ‘De. Jekyll & Mr, JHyde
Eo % ucnnd Addm s-cd'lg“ Shert Films #J‘.b?r ’n'n'}vl' E;cr‘:a‘;‘f Fﬂ?{l‘;’;’. Si\;;g

DOWNTOWN BROADWAY THEATRES, INC.
BROADWAY aapetaner | (PRESIDENT notx ’5&'5'6.?.5‘.’:.:
Michigan £272 “Plough & the Stars' [Michigan 6272 Nelson Ed
OLYMPIC W Vin Rogern i« ”
SMEC i | “MAYTIME
ORPHEUM Gus Van—on Siage RIALT9 "DAMAGED
fth & BDWY, “lle‘l; Jushand Lies" Ml:hlnn o7 GOODS"”’
Mllhlgm 8272 NAVY SPY
Lee Dixon ;!;O‘ VER, w1, Miriam Hopkins

Mienigan 272 Ruby Keeler Michigan 6272 Men Are Not Gods

“Ready, Willing and Able"
Carole’ Lombard-Fred MacMurray

Fat O'Drien

“THE GREAT O’'MALLEY”

Far Additional Downtown Broadway Thea-

“Swing High, Swing Low”

tres, Ine., Information Call Michixan 212

SANTA MONICA — BRENTWOOD — SAWTELLE

SAWTELLE "“Borderland”’
WLA 23701

Jane Darwell « Louls Wiison

“Laughing at Trouble”

ELMIRO MacMureay-Onkie,
SANTA MONICA 'Chnmnlme Walts,"
S M, 2u4 “You Only Live Once"”
MA) ST'C Errol Flynn
SANTA MONICA “GREEN LIGHT®
8. M, 22460 “4 DAYS WONDER"
WILSHIRE .Yohn Rarrymore
SANTA MONICA “Bill of Divarcement”
S, M. 26808 'Love Refore Dreaktast

“‘Bulldes Drummend Es-

capn'* ‘'General Spanky'

Brentwood
1611 WILBHIRE
W. L A, 77 Speelal Attractlon

TIVOLI
n H n
BAWTE
BAWTELLE Daniel Boone
3Joe E. Brawn - Marian Marsh

"When’s .Your Birthday”

“RBENGAL TIGER"

RbXY WHITTIER
) “Man Who Reclaimea WARDMAN “FAMILY
g'i"l: R "Advenlm"a ‘:l 4 Tliﬁ AFFAIR"-
wnrrngg sg'ms rmu"n , TFERNAND GRAVET
HHITTIE P v “ng and Chorus Girl”
LONG BEACH — WILMINGTON
BELMONT Willlam Towell L Willlam_Fowell
4918 €, 2ND. “One Way DPassage” (2025 €, 4TH, "err the Thin_ Man*
81001 “2 Men on a Horse'' !62552 “Under Your Soell”
EBELL - wpaltitleln Eills AYALON  “UNDERCOVER MAN"-
i sm a CERRITOS "lave Berina at 0" |wiLMINGTON Johnny Mack Brown

“No Man of Her Own"

SUBURBAN and COMMUNITY

STRAND “ntack LeGIoN” |EGYPTIAN  Garmo-TAvLOR
BELVEDERE 6D8, _ “SEA DEVILS" MAvwoop “CAMILLE"
ANaelus en Rig Acls Vaodeville |LA, 8434 “\WHITE IIUNTER”
GARDE “Larceny on the Ale’ /MONTROSE  GaARrBo-TAYLOR
ulS 'rammh Rd. “Lady From Nowbere” | MONTROSE “CAMILLE"

Free China (o Ladles — _"We're On_the Jury”
MADR D Starts Thursday ORANGE Simone Simon. g

“BELOVED EVE\IY" ORANGE "‘F\FVTII MHEAVEN"
CaRsaAREARK tl(r’ﬂﬂl Shorts “HAPPY GO LUCKY"
COVINA Jessle Matthews GOME_.EARLY

v “"Hoad Ovéir Heels In Love™ | OXNARD “Last of Mera. Cheyney”

'0'%”"“ “Laughing at Trouble™ |QXnard A1 “REMRBRANDT"
MERALTA wypddmund Lowe PALM SPRINGS  MA]OR FEATURE
SONNEY der Corer of NIeht” |PALM  SPRINGS Selected Short Subjects

“SECRET VALLEY"
YOSEMITE “Gw‘l cﬂmtry & Waman"

Clalre Trevor.

NNIE
SAN FERNANDO “Time COut fer Romanze'

Etm.g i 'Cnun"y (:ouzlll:p- Snecial Atllraction
El Centro Wallace Beery ION ~ _=Earenoves—
BROADWAY ., pOLD HUTCIC | CLAYADURIEL  “hrerr qass o colteavt
E B » | GEM Borls Rarloff -
FFllhli'ohRAEOR Dan® ::::l;.:;.e:v‘h S0UTH GATE "lgggm:vp:' lélmladr:nln
HUNTINGTON “RHODES" SOUTH GATE o Willlam l'awegi .
HUNTINGTON PK. «REn $1GHTS AHEAD' ER!‘?&."“‘; A OMAN WisE
i Pat O'Nirlen
ISNEYEWIBIEE " ugIN Q}"CI:ABFQ'S'NG" !JJPE}NADN ::The Great o'.mmr'-"
"'Craiz's Wife'' Boles SSTON 7&1-»_«_4_&_&3‘
LAJOLLA™  “ADVENTURE IN MI3SH YECLLovd/ SAR?
MANHATTAN" onrad Nage!
LYNWOOD __ apnidmund Lowe .|CONSULT tHE DAILY GUIDE FOR
EYNVRORs  HOR Teir the Wiew!BEST IN THEATER ENTZRTAINMENT
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Machurray-Oakle
“Champagna Walix'”

ADAMS M T,
rcens e s __\WHITE HUNTER"
AMERICAN “statr. FAm~ wii | METRO

Edmund Lowe,
{Under Cover of Night
*Man who Werked Mirastes

Richard Dix

Ragers, “WIih Love (4720 W. WASH,  “Devil's I| an
Worme-asth " and Hissene Tomtin ;nnm 4903 Wom, ." of " Glamme
6 Myrns Loy “More Than Sueratary’
.zAgvag,Nv(E‘Iu,N SWHITSAW™ W33, Fraueroa "sm\m- BLONDE"
PArkway 0931 “Dangerous Number" S _P.M, Eve. 200
‘§A}§OA “PARK AVENUE PI..‘AV‘I(I'I‘? SE ne.‘.’.}.‘. nn-uln‘n‘..s"
Frenedie o™ LOGGER" VAndihs_3573 “WINTERSET
’BANBm MaoDONALD-NELSON EDDY N "lﬁ::'b;n" ‘s:;nw,yle" .
o U} Al
o 17} 8108 8. MAIN plesn and the Slan

BARD'S . COME EARLY

= Ads
c";';h' A Lionel Barrymore

‘A FAMILY AFFAIR’

SPECIAL ATTRACTION REG Efzﬂm
ADsms_782:

e OV ED ENEIY™
“GENERAL SPANKT"

“Devil's Tlayground”
nlzv\I.E ﬁuﬁm 'nmui Dix—While

nn 1301 lonter Warner Baxter
R ix “OUR REMTI(IVS‘
o L o RO BOWL"”

o Carale hmbnd Fred MacMueray 1718 8, RAIN A Snlv e
Swing High . Swing_Low” RAND (Cc:nt from 1 p.m.)
Y Boiria Blaney C lidl) S SOWY.  “GIRL OVERBOARD"
B Y. e Oy it O DA o SMalthews ~ Louls Berrell
DRIVE-IN Ralph Belamy _ |'WHEN YOU'RE IN LOVE’
Flity VI"""' ':‘:":‘::’L‘:: Lady” N Tad oliday Edmend
“DEVIL'S PLA’Y"GROUND" “n.l v;isnno 'llh Jne‘l‘ I;lccu:

Florence Mills ,, ¥Fredrte Darch,
3311 8. CENTRAL "glmumnr Adreraa'

ome . Claser Folka™

LLYWAY E!u\llrny-ov-kln‘"
Hittuat 865" ‘BEA DEVILE"

LA TOSCA (““ama clnlcr Folks”
2030 8, VERMONT 5{“ 'sl- ‘I.-E:;

Manchester "PAROLE RACKET"

& 8d
L T Etrol Flynn

“'GREEN LIGHT"”
6 BIG ACTS VAUDEVILLE
SPECIAL ATTRACTION|4

Dick Tawell
“ON THE AVENDE"
“'SEA DEVILS™
'hil_Hegan
“OAPPY GO LUCRY"
' clt lllll .I lhl Aw?
C A ]
PICO st VERMONT "m‘?{‘"’,’,,},‘}‘.{'_
Humphrey Doxart-E, 0'Brien Moore

“BLACK LEGION"

AT
“Dlm' 7387

OJA
831 W, felln, Bha.
P8, ool

Tuir rrem 1Uth Ave.'

AR AR . “Tiig GLass kews
MUl 2830 (AD) Seats 15¢)

EO Tlmen Souare Lady"

AMED . T Smare, Ledy
ot urs (Al suu 180}

Aslatre-Raogers,
*'ROBERTA"
“CIMARRON"

A ND‘ All Swedish Proeram

[ 0! Hu(oxnn
:1“ Bi21 Added Swadlah Shart Fiims

0ZY
30 4, ROWY,

LOS ANGELES — DOWNTOWN

il I‘I‘Iﬁ:‘[

M LION S“«nax OVED ENEMY™

T i LML
A

WUt 7623 DEVILS”

. George Brent-Beverly Roberts
God’s Country & Woman’
TOWN ‘e, Jekyll & Mr, Myde?
a4 8, HrLe, Fredrio ~DMareh, *Mary
TUekar 4937 Durne._Faellive. Eldne’

E 42,
!II 8, BDWY,

DOWNTOWN BROADWAY THEATRES, INC.

FORUAT emgpasr " IREIRENT e i
Michigan A272 “Tloush & the Biars" lll:m.-n 7 N

S JErme | “MAYTIME
s SEiER s MRS, "DAMAGED
Milian 222" k‘;o%; %?:I:r | Whenfeal °A§1Vz "M"':Irx": r‘:';kg:“"

“Ready, Willing and Able”
Carole Lombard-Fred MacMurray
“Swing High, Swing Low"

at O'Drle
“THE GREAT O'MALLEY"

For Additions] Downtown Drosdway Thea
tres, Inc., Informailon Call Mnhlnn )

SANTA MONICA — BRENTWOOD — SAWTELLE

ELMIR Gnarhoo! 't-
BANTA MONICA "OAMH
S. M. 2184 0 _Than ueeuur) '

MAJ C rnc o'n
nAlﬂ‘A Mnmun “Tha Gr.e-l
Hal

rlen
O Mnllll"
Bee

Aﬂl‘flisld llllt ’ "BIII l l)l Y0 I
ol A me|

8 55 1°A _iove Betore m:m:-v

nhvood MaoMurray « Oakle

|Illl wusmu mChamparno Wallr™

w. “Devil’s Playxrouna”

Washington ‘CrAIG'S_WIFE+ John
4T W, WASH, l!l o ;rzvcmémwa

"me""“' !'a::ll
“When's_Your M

IM? RVI" Rivd.
nis

HAYNAED “Fenples from Me Haaven"

PArkway "A'; Special ernllnn

CONSULT THE DAILY GUIDE FOR
BEST IN THEATER ENTERTAINMENT

LOS ANGELES — W
nmrln 3?&%?.‘? r e :‘»”.‘n':;s,;.g‘%ﬁ.'.;':.‘&'-’
|- RE "SOLDIER AND

Yileirs & -':':I-'II'-' "THE LADY"
Oharles lunhl-Alln Brady
*“‘Mind Your Own Business”

ELITE GRAND OPENING

ILSHIRE DISTRICT

Victor McLaglea
“SEA DEVILS"
¢ Baxter - June La

“WHITE HUNTER”

“PLOUGH AND
THE STARS"
Ciark Gable = Yoan Crawlord

AMPA
Tomale n Ramparl
FE. 0820

» | Wilsh(re st Wntern
OR. 2114 N

-'LOVE ON THE RUN"

<Oakle
“That :m from Parts'’

REGI ".A
e Blesoga " *BLACK LEGION"
L Clenesn LAOR  LEGY

INSULT THE DAILY GUIDE FOR
T IN THEATER ENTERTAINMENT

Y it Mot
eny
g ®™ ucon This m Diler
LIZ Gea rent
HGed's cmm A wmn"
Xf"."-'. ay ml “You 0 Il I.Iu Onee"”
MAR MA ¥ TINE
nlemlu Farrent
Hengihind 705 ™ WEMART BLONDR"

“THE PLAINSMAN"

(AUl Geats 200 Inc, Tages—Free Parking)

oD
VISTA Willam Powell
::;"ﬁ-.'.'":,%: RS ot
ENTA Vietor Mel.nlen
425 SUNBET “SEA DEVILS"
Hithide_1)48 "Gef's l:mn A Wamae™
VO%UE 23 Boris Karloff
g9 Helwied Bid.  “BLACK ROOM”

FAEE PARKIH
Glb!h(krnll Tombard

‘NO MAN OF HER OWN’

“CAMILLE"
blllnil F 1A WINTE RUNTER”
ot e Special Attraction

FA OAKS WINTERSETS Warsen
BS N. FAIR OAKR H"ldlih' also
Calerade 2339 FL! G nﬂs‘l’lll"

AR|
1173 N. FAIR OAKl”thlrr,l "o I.IIM lrll-ld"
Rizpera L} ",

Dlek Puwel'l
"ON THE AVE!
"Dangeroas Nomber~

N,
PASADEN
7.‘lls'll H:Al

PASADENA — ARCADIA

N
w&r?;%;:r “Borderland”’
Jsne Darwell - Louls Vilson
“Laughing at Trouble”
LI “’Daniel Boone™

i
SAdTRLLE J. E. Brown-M. Msrsh

"When's Your Birthday"”

WHIT
R6 Y “Man Whe nummi His

Forms Reenl Head""—*Adven in Man:
"lI - —snxm'ﬂnmn-n

RPECIAL ATTRAOTION
TTIE

TTIER _
WARDMAN

Vllll"ltl

“MEN A
NO

WHITT hatt T GODS"

WHITTIER “5‘6’!’ Frldny, . Punaml Gravet-Yoan Dlondell

b “Top af the Tewn | - King.and Chorus Girl”
ECRONT LONG BEACH — WILMINGTON

e op B e e o o nd e

ELL Patriels Elllg
m & CERRITOR "l.nu Betln luz,.o"

“UNDRERCOVER MAN'*
Jehnny nr-:k Brown
Man of Her Own'

AVALON
WILMINGTON

SUBURBAN and COM MUNITY

STRAND . “TEACK LEGION™ GYPTI,
ssw:oeu aos. "BEA EAvwoo ] IAN mm"‘ #I-'!’.‘n
AR 3807 Acts antrmn A, "mn:ernm Number”
--————.-.._..._.___._._._.___
GARDEN ry Asto ARBO-
un mnmh nl."l--ﬂv rrou Na-mre" ,.,,.oy;'o.g a co "l.“' oF
A ny on the Ale" IWe'ts_On_the Jury"
1D nlnlo obenn GEANGE Simone Simon,
CANOBA.PARK ~ (DELOVED ENEMY" [GRANGE “SEVENTT VEN"
ATAR EECTED. STORTS "tmrrr ©0_LUCKY"
COVINA Jﬂlln Matthews e Bren{
ovI "Herd Over Haly In Levs” | 0XNARD s g d
A Tauebine At Trostter| OXnad -'ﬁ' LY 3 TERBORY

Al "o Ilg'l;h n{nm.
I’.‘.II""“ 1] ; u:“ any'®
Y MITE "0-!035 cwnlu A tha
E‘:\_:LE! “nk "Caunlr’ c«nhu“

| Centro Barhars Olanwyek
SHOADWAY chlauts and the Sten!

FibanORE rOUTCAST

HUNTINGTON  vprobes
BUNTINITON PR pppy ucurs AHEAD'
Faye,

' !NG ﬂAHT srygn

INGLEWOOD
"Cralg's _Wile,” Bolex

Ersaben TR PLATSEAN"
elorads 4042 An QM _Spanish Cintem™
WASHINGTON  “Ballfor. Drammeona
843 E. WASH, Eseapes™ « “Threo
Serlisg_nrdo Mm o 8 rye
‘ARCADTA eMarray « Colbert
ARCADIA, CALIF.

"‘IAI‘II OF SALEW"
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REGINA WILL -
BE RENAMED

Southern California’s new-
est 'de luxe showcase, the Fine
Arts Theater, in which first-
run films from studios
throughout the world will be
presented, will open Dec. 28,
it was announced yesterday

by Fox West Coast Theaters.
Plans are being drafted to ¢

the Paramount Hollywood and
wntown.

Loretta began her acting ¢
r in 1927 with a small part«n
aughty But Nice.” “The Ac-

tor Willlam Dieterle, who were

ORETTA YOUNG DOES

In 21 years on the screen Lo-
retta Young has appeared in 871
, the latest being *“The Ac-|

sed"—suspense drama current 08y professor

ged” reunited the star and Di-

launch the first attraction ¥
with a typical gala Hollywood
premiere. The film'is J. Ar-
thur Rank’s dramatic musical,
“The Red Shoes,” photo-
graphed in Technicolor.

Located on Wiishire Bivd.
near La Cienega and . now
known as the Regina, the
" house is in the process of
bheing remodeled and redec-
orated. It will have a seating
capacity of 700.

ual Western
how Nearing
All-western and all-Technicolor,

Uhiversal - International’s re-re-
lg{fe,bm, “Canyon Passage” and

[

ontier Gal,” will take over to-
rrow at Fox Ritz, United Art-

m
s, Iris, Guild and Studio City

is

uEaters.
escribed as a pretentioug dra-

ma of Oregon and the Northwest,
Walter Wanger's “Canyon Pas-
sage” stars Dana Andrews,- Brian

Donlevy and Susan Hayward.
“Frontier Gal,” action melodra-

ma in a’setting of Western-moun-
tain wilderness, presents Yvonne
De Carlo and Rod Cameron.

together on
933' .
The performance of a psycheb
in “The Accused”
lengthens Miss Young's string of
varied roles, which have recent-

a-| ly included a farmer's daughter
'and a bishop's wife.

R

Robert Cummings costars and
Wendell Corey is featured in
“The Accused.” .

w s

Antheil Preludes-—
Adapted for Dance

Drama at Coronet

Twelve preludes by George-An-
{heil, originally written in 1833
{or his “Woman With a Hundred
1{eads” and never performged,
have. been adapted by the.com-
1osgr for the Minsa Craig psychoe
logical dance drama, “The Cave
'Within,” coming to the Coranet
'Theater for two performances,
I*riday and Saturday nights...- -

“The Cave Within” “articulates
1he disturbances and emotional
{irives evident in every-day: ‘Hve
ing.” It features Fay Wray,:the
(Jeorgia Phillips Verse Choir dnd
it chamber-music ensemble, - -~
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Gala Event
Due Dec. 28

Typical Hollywood premiere
fanfare will open the Fine Arts
Theater, formerly the Regina, the
night of Dec. 28.

Located on Wilshire Boulevard
near La Cienega, the Fine Arts
is embarking on a policy of
screening distinguished motion
pictures from studios throughout
the world. First of these will be
“The Red Shoes,” Technicolor
production which was a year in
the making in London and Monte

Stuart Loyal

to ‘Drunkard’

George Stuart joined “The
Drunkard” at the Theatre Mart

shortly after it opened in 1933,
appearing as a “walk-on” in the
wedding scerie. Soon thereafter

an actor playing Bill Dowton be-

came ill and George replaced him.
Next the stage manager left and
George took over those duties.
One night the master of ceremo-
nies was taken sick, so they all
said “let George do it,” which he
did and has been doing for 15
years with time out for duty in
the Navy.

Romance to

Keynote F ilm

Appealing romance Kkeynotes
“Enchantment,” Samuel Gold-
‘wyn’s film drama which ushers
in the holiday season at RKO Hill-
street and Pantages Hollywood
theaters with a world premiere
next Thursday. |

David Niven, Teresa Wright,
Evelyn Keyes and Farley Granger
enact stellar roles in this story
of two love affairs that take place
half a century apart, but both in
the same setting, an old London
home.

=
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“Heiress’ Will
Star Rathbone

Basil Rathbone, who comes to
Los Angeles tomerrow evening in
the Jed Harris play “The Heir-
ess,” is back in the theater after
10 years of film work. The lean,
precise actor admits he is “stage-
struck and proud of it.”

“The Heiress,” based on Henry
James’ “Washington Square,” has
provided Rathbone with the long-

est . run of his career.’ When itq-

1987)

?)LIVEET{ GOES.
AGIN' NATURE

Laurence Olivier's “Henry
V,” currently revived at the
Studio Theater, is deliberate-
ly ‘“antinaturalistic.” ‘

Olivier, with British Cam-
. eraman Robert Krasker, took
great care to make it so, be-
lieving that extensive use of
two-dimensional  backdrops
produces .a .shallow. photo-
graphic perspective well suit-
ed to Shakespeare 8 medieval
pageantry

begins its two-and-one-half-week
engagement at the Biltmore to-
morrow - evening, it will have
amassed over 500 performances,
including a full year in New York
City.

Rathbone, now making his first
personal appearance on the stage
in a decade, has appeared in
scores of movits, .most notable
of which were “Anna Karenina”
with Garbo, “Romeo and Juliet”
with Norma “Shearer and “Robin
Hood.” While on the West Coast,
he became a popular radio per-
former, playing Sherlock Holmes
for four years.

Hope’s Wardrobe
Now Enlarged by
Desperado Outfit

Bob Hope's all rigged up in
chaps and spurs, complete with
matching six-guns, for his role in
the Technicolor laugh film, “The
Paleface,” opening New Year's
Eve at the Paramount Hollywood
and Downtown theaters.

Perhaps the most diversified

wardrobe in Hollywood belongs
to Funnyman Hope. He has ap-
peared as a French barber, a
mythical king—and his adventures
on the “Roads” to Rio, the frozen
North, Singapore, Zanzibar and
Morocco have revealed him ac-
coutered to fit each clime.

Fine Arts Will
Present Ballet
Film Tonight

Tonight at 8 o'clock the pagean-
try that is a special part of the
Hollywood premiere will be on
display at the Fine Arts Theater,
Wilshire Blvd. near La Cienega,
for the benefit showing of J.

Arthur Rank’s Technicolor ballet
film, “The Red Shoes.”

A turnout of stars.is expected,
among them Susan , Hayward,
Joan Crawford, Llnda Darnel],
Edward G. Robinson, Vlrglnia
Mayo, Eleanor Powell, Shirley
Temple, Glenn Ford, Clifton
Webb, Ava Gardner, Cornel Wilde,
‘Jean Hersholt, Pat Knight, Ann
Biyth and June Haver.

The Fine Arts was formerly the
Regina Theater.

Ttalian Cinema
Due at Studio

The spectacular style d-veloped
by postwar Italian film makers is
documented once again in “Monte
Cassino,” opening tonight at the
Sunset Theater.
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All Appliutg must be PLANS & SPECIFIC
be filed

filled out by Applicant and other data must

”~
=

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS -~
Application for the Erection of Buildings MAR 101936

CLASS C." .

TO THE CITY COUNCIL, OF THE CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS:

Application is hereby made to the t*onncil of the Clty of Beverly Hills, through the office of the Chief Inspector of Bulld-
ings fur a premit ik uccordance with the heseription sud for thepurpose herelnatter set forth. This application Ia roade subject
to the following ovaditions, whick shall be desmed conditions euterlng into the exercive of the permit:

FIRST: .41 she permift does not grant any right or privil-ge fa erect uny bullding or other siructure berein descrided, oy
*ay portion reut, upan any street, alley, or ather public place or portiun thereot.

SECOND:  That thy permit does not Frant any rieht or vrivileze to uae any bullding or uther structure thereln described,
n any ,gq;mnn thereul, for any parpnse that e, or mev hereafterbe prohithited by ardinsnce ot tie City of Raverly Hills.

R1: That tie gkruniing of the permis dnex not afect or projudio s wny elatin ot title to, or right of posseasion in, the
Property devrrined (4 “neh permit.

l.ot No. 65-.5_“ C-7 Block Trace 47?; ......... !

(Description of Job}

N ESE - €6 2l Al |

fawation of Pmm-rlyi' e
(USE INE OR INDELIBLE PERCIL)
1. Purpose of Building . No of Rooms No. ot Families.........ccceeeees
2. Owner's Name A Qe_ M") o BN 21 1.0 T IO —
3. Owner's Address Qg A S R £ i v iR aneir s omasammnmnd
4. Arehritects-Name J\/, Ie“¢¢ M.&.y%//@hom PSP
5. Contractor's Name a"m_u‘, g cowmefe .. .. Phone ... -
6. Contractor's Address . it annmerene iR .
7. VALUATION OF PROPOS; 3 BIIX: ' ime, “Coamontns Hersrm g Sow- ) v :
t Finishing, «ll Labur, cte. . -
K. s there any existing building on lot? —~v & How used? .. . . e e Faerees .‘A.?,
9. Clear Height of Ceiling: Bath. Tuilut l.iving Rooms - Halls . _ Cellass..... .......
t8rave Law)
10.  Number of Stories 2. Height to Highest Poid S O°
¥l Size of Lot X Area of .ot Per Cent of Area Covered by All Buildings ...
(PN out lem 3 «n New. 11 {6 care of Courte, Apsriments, Hotels only.)
2. Set Back from Propesty Line ) Woctuding buboonien. hayn, porches, &Front o Rear © . Side 7).
| ehimneyn  gteps, ote
11 Foundation Material - Footing Width . Depth Below Natural Groond............
14, Height of Foundation Above Finiched Grade Wall Width Mud Sills .. ... x _
15 Joist Clearance from Ground Girders o X Posts Under Girders wos K wvas vasans i
16 Chimney Marerial No of Inlets to, Flue Sizes. Flues x Thizkness of Chimney Wall....___
T Mawrials of Exterior Walls M ¥ d.%;:crizl of Interior Construction M___
18, Will all Provisions of State Dwelling House Act complied with? S
i4. EXTERIOR Studs x INTERIOR BEARING Studs .. X ... loterior Non-Bearing Studs
H Ceiling Juists X Roof Rafters ...x .. .FIRST FLOOR JOISTS —. X .
Second Floor Joists x Roof Material. G- P
20, lecation of Plumbing Cleanouts . . ... . Depth of Sefer "Y' Sewer Length . _.....Fall per fr._____
! bave caretullv ¢xamined and read che above application and know the same to be true and correct,
and that all provisiuas of the Ordinances'and Laws governing Building Construction will be complied with,

whether hetan spucifivd or not.

1Sign Here) N

v . s
. TFOI m-:mlxrur:srg Gt 7

: PERMIT NQ,  Mowe & Specttenthong chetkediApplication rm;"lM snd found| Stamp here whea permit in
. O.K.

T tund futtid b catorm o Ordge,
nanrer, Ninte Laws. Fie




All Applications be
filled out by Ap:l:nl

PLANS g SPECIFICATIONS

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS -.
Appllcatmn for the Erection of Bul'ldmgs '

CLASS.......... R

O THE CITY o \a'u. UF THE CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS:

Applicution f« herehy made 10 the Counedl of the City of Beverly HiMls, through the office nf the Chief Innpector of Bulld-
fugn vor a permit fn aceordance with the description and (or the purpose herelnafier set forth. This npplknllnn Is made subject
fo the fillowing conilitians, which shall be deemed conditions entering into the exercise of the pernifi: -

L OFTIETT That the permit dues wot graul uny right or privilae to ereet uny bulldiog or vther ntruczun- herein deacribed, or

T any partien ...am:( upon any street, alley. or other public place op portion thereof,

', owoany lmrl[uu th

Y a, e .
. . 5;% Contractor's \..mc ?E S /Yeaﬂ Cn{“—d’?‘ﬁf'——ﬂ' Phcm -
o b

_ . Is there any, cxmmg bulldmg on Iut~’ Geasstine Hm( used? . .5 : 5 é.

SECONIY e permit does not gKrant auy right or priviiege th uav any buildiu.s ur ather xl meum\ therein described.

1or W0y purgoms that §5, of niay Bereafts rbe prohibited by ordinance nf the CHFED! Reverly Hilla,
eeanling of the permaft does aut al?el‘! or prefudice any elalm of thie 10, ur ‘mm af poseession in, the
uch permie

1 u( \u "5 7 ‘ Block 5- | e | Tta?t ‘74?‘}’;/

) |hgsrrlnuon of Job)

TR, Thu
prapeety deieriled i

ey,

. No. Tt 8'6'4 é W &‘/; /re o Sureet
. X tlacation ot Pmperty) B i
(USE I EHBLE PERCIL) ’
l I’urpow ot !‘l%ﬂfimg 5— Cf./ '7/70 %o of Ruonu - " No. of’{-amdus et e g
S Owner's Name R g DC ﬂe// Phone IS .
L usgddrm S Cry. )M/S//rf ¢, 5{4«&.«/ SO R ¥ .o
&n Y\amt T &'b Phone ./ ‘(. A{ﬁ 7"

)

Conteactor's Addrcss

I:l:u WOlng. Gar Fitting, 8 i‘."‘.
VALUATION OF pRopcm B.BLDG. | o ":'-‘«.L.f;'.‘s'.'.f ”"”ﬁw'..‘lf.,l “x'»‘fmu"n?.}s / 960.80 _

nATE, e l Finisl itm! a lc..
K

@ Clear Height of Ceuhng Ba:h. ’lmk-x Living Rooms .. Halls . .  _.Cellars. ..........

- 1Stute Lawi-
0., Number of Stoncs .

Hexght to Highest Pomt . B _._fA ; -.._;:,,_.
T, Swe of Lot i Arcaof Lot :

: “Per Cent 6f Area Covered by All Bunldmgs
8 lPl[l out Ilum J an Na. 11 iy cuse ul‘ Courts, Apartments, Hotels caly.)

12, St Back from Propeny Line J icluding Haluidifes, *mrl- porches; %Front . Rear. "l Sld: e .
<) chimneys, x-mm e, ) \
'L Foundation Ma_l’enal il }"ooung \Vldth Depth Below Natural G:ound -' "
14, Hught of Foundauun Ahow Firiished Grade 7 Wiall W:idth Mud Sille x5
130 Joist C lmrance ltom Ground . Girders - X - Posts Under Girders - - S 4 :
2516, Chimayy Materia] _ No. of’ filers e Flu¥ . Sizes: Flu’s* x Thickness of Chnmney Wall =S

17.  Mazerials of Extetior Wails Material of Interior Consteuction . .

18. Wil all Pgovisions of State Dwelhng House Act be complied with?. ... ...

19. EXTERIOR Studs. . x . (IN rrmoa BEARING Studs-.. - x !ntenor,Non Beatmg Smd:
L0 e Ciiag Joists: _ox < Rodf Rafnm el rlRST FLOOR Joxs'rs_ __xm_

<c¢ond Floor Joists X’ Roof Matcml ey U

. - o\.xtwn af. Plumhmg £ ’e.mousé 0. 7 Depth of §¢w 1:] ‘ Scwu Length. ....,..E;

=1 h.m carcfuily, éxamined and nad thc above apphcanon and hnow.‘the same to be

h .md that il prov; le of thc Ord' nancs amx l.aw. ov.mmé Bmldmg Construction will
\\l‘i-.lh\r lknu. \x\e'uhv.d ur nn! . g

énd correct.
complied with,

i Sign Hacv

:(hvm-r or Au!hnrl:ed Asen;)

_tFOR l)hl‘a\ﬂTMEX‘l‘ R 5!" 0\(\' .

PERM'T NO Plans. & Spocideations chwked Am'llv:.unn i rkuﬂ dnd rmm-lg Stamp here when permit is
ant leind 1 conferm t9 Ordi- " insu

\ 4/4/ (02’""“"«“-. Arute Laws. e,

LK. N

o O V0]
@MM.

g

1

Vian l-‘\amlnor i

tendent nf Aufidisg.

and other data mnw‘




All Applications must be PLANS A% SPECIFICATIONS
filled out by Applicant and other data must also-besfile

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS
Application for the Erection of Buildings ""é\w.
crass..C....

T0 THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS:

Application is hereby made Lo the Councll of the City of Beverly Hills, throngh the office of tho Chiof Inspector of Bulld-

Ings for o permit fn accordance with the desgription and for thapurposa herolnafter sst forth. This application {s made subject
to th; following conditions, which shall bo deemed conditions entoring into thoe exercise ot the pormit

RST: That the parmit does not grant any right or priviiogo to ercel any building or other structure hereln described, or

any %nmon thercof, upon any streot, alloy, or other public place or portion thereol,

ECOND: That the permit does not grant any right or privilego to use any building or othor structure theroln described,

ar any portion thareof, for any purpase that is, or may horenfterbe prohibited by ordinance of the City of Baverly Hills.

THIRD: That the granting of the permit does not affect or projudice any claim of title to, or right of possession In, the

property descrilied in such permit.

Tract. ?? ﬁ'; l

Lot No..(.} T "' - 2 . Block

( Pescription of Job)

No. ... f5?4 :
. (USE PIK OB IBLE ¥ 3
Purpose of Buildiyﬂﬂﬂﬂ?. l.g}ﬁzg"m " of Rooms. e oeaee.No, of Familics—o oo 1

otz Bt o P—

¢l.ocution of Property)

1.
2. Owner's Name... e, ..4 A-De, ;a.fz;. Phone
3. Owner's Address }'}’/F/?eri 1 @z :
4. Architect’s Name JWZPCUS. 700l 2C4A 4 Phone — R
5. Contractor’s Nama.‘/{a.f:/.‘?.. .../:...@c..,&e/,/ Phone .ana.-ﬂ'ﬁ.c ‘;.;
6. Contractor’s Address w4 3
i . F¥4
7. VALUATION OF PROPOSED BLDG.{ gﬁ;:%ﬁ,ﬁ%’g’:’:é&ﬁ:rﬁ““x”'&hﬁ’n'é. gz AT :
» » O L L5 R
8. Is there any existing building on lot?.._)_/e.s‘........._.. e oW used? ...Q;_Z NQQE@:.Z&LL&‘/M)(}
9, Clear Height of Ceiling: Bath, Toilet................-——Living Rooms Halls Cellars . i
(State Law)
10. Number of Stories.. Z2/2.E€. Height to Highest Point S2€€__ 2 S
11. Size of Lot _.x Area of Lat Per Cent of Arca Covered by All Buildings____ﬁvl L,
(FIll out Item 3 on No. 11 Iu cnse of Courts, Apartments, Iotels oniy.) 57 /.
12. Set Back from Property Line {lem;l;::g: :T:;TH::;. bays, porches, F:ont.BZ:.... Rear.t‘?:..(:__ Side&é_‘_ 3
13. Foundation Macetial.&zé_ :@QCJooting Width.........m..Depth Below Natural Groundeeee———- . §
f4. Height of Foundation Above Finished Grade...__Wall Width Mud Sills. x A
15. Joist Clearance from Ground Girders x Posts Under Girders x o4
16. Chimney Material..... ... No. of Inlcts to Flue.._.._Sizes, Flues..... X...... Thickness of Zhimney Wajl ., ‘%
17. Materials of Exterior Walls AZAS@2ZLY... Material of Interior Connmctionm@l@ i
18. Wil all Provisions of State Dwelling House Act be complied with?... XS G
§9. EXTERIOR Studs.......x........ INTERIOR BEARING Studs, X—.Interior Non-Beating Studs . %
e Koo Creiling Joists ... X....... Roof Rafters. Xeoeoo  FIRST pl:‘}OISTS.__x_.__.. ~‘§
Second Floor JOists .... X ........ Roof Marerial (. 02477; M’v 3 BT
20. Location of Plumbing Cleanouts voee.Depth of Sewer "Y"'......._Sewer Length Fall per ft "é
1 have carefully examined and read the above application and know the same to be true and correct, 3
and that all provisions of the Ordinances and Laws governing Building Conftruction will be complied with, ~' 'E
whether hercin specified or not. B B
. i
(Sign Here)- .__‘;.%“W U 4
U . (Owner or Auehorlnd\uant) ¥
T T " T™”T(FOR DEPARTMENT USE ONLY} 2 k
\ N :
| PERM lT NO. l!‘ 'l:lm‘-osngp::img::: :':ueeo‘i_(deld Application el:{%ad and rouml‘ Stamp hore' “v‘::;n permit is §

nunces, State Laws, Ble, 3

Glerk NOV =5 136 |

2.

\
=
"W'éuuﬂn«ndom of Building. e ’

o



All Applications must be PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS
filled out by Applicant and other data must also be filed

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS

Application for the Erection of Buildings

ZONE_________FIRE DISTRICY TYPE. ~_GROUP. _DIVISION

TO THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BEVERLY NILLS:
Applicatfon fs herohy made to the Councll of the City of Beverly Hills, through the office of the Chief Inspector of Buildings for a permit
mlumnu :‘rhk '}ié'u descripiion n;nll fot\i. the mmm;f llri-‘mlnauet sct forth., This opplication Is made subject to the following condlitons, which
esmad conditlons ing into the 1 the permi!
FIRST: Tihat the permit does not t any tight o privilcgs to erect any bullding or other structuce heccin described, or any portion
thereol, upen any sizest, aliey, or other publis place or porifon thoreo! .
SEE.bND: That 'the permit docs not grant auy right or privilegs 1o uso any hullding ar other structuro theroln descrilicd, or any portien
. thereof, for any purposs that is, or mn{l hersafier be prohibited by ordinance of the Cliy of Beverly Hills,
THIRD: lﬁm tho gronting of the permit does mot offect or prejudice any clalm of title o, o right of possesson {n, the property described

form Co3437=5831—3-41=\Y. P, & & Co,

tn such permit, ‘ :
e Fgﬁ’rﬂ: qullcunt U?rees 1o hold the City of Bevedly Hills, and oll oficers and omployces harmicss from oll costs and damages, per
See. 11.206([), Beverly Hills Munleipal Code,

. 7
Lot No_‘g;m Trac

Description of Worl /i AR,
< ' ] £~ CHENGE
Street and No_i&..&lk_s‘ﬁuﬂb BAvVD.

(Location of Property)
{USE INK OR INDELIBLE PENCI1)

Purpose of Buﬂding_ﬂfE&I.ﬁ.E__—_NO. of Rooms— .. No.of Familee ________~ .
Owner's Name£22% THER TRE Phone L5 HAZ -
Owner’s Address__ * ZLem P (¥, LWAS, K SN T DAL

Architect’s Name. - /‘/ 20N < —_— Phone. —

Contractor’s Name_4 & T €Ot ciy License No.—__State License No. 22028 __ ' .

. Contractor’s Addr ? = 1 Pho =
Including Plumbing, Gos Fltting, Sowers, Ebctﬁe}

VALUATION OF PROPOSED BLDG. {W]x[ng and_ Ligh Elevators, Heating and

tin
Veailloting, Pninllng.%inhklng.':fl Labor, cte. 8

State how meny buildings NOW on lot How uscd?.

. Clear Height of Celling: Bath, Toilet____(_._._Living Rooma Halls. —Cellars.

Stato Law)
Areas: 1st fir, 2nd flr. 3rd fir. Ath fir. Sth fir.

Total floor area _No, of Storiea Height 10 Highest Point oo "

Size of Lot X Area of Lot Per Cent of Arca Covered by All Buildings -
(F1ll out Item 3 ou No. 12 in cass of Courts, Apastments, Hutels only.) Ll

. Set Back from Property Lir;c{ chimneys, stops, cic. bars, 1 } Front. Rear. Side.

Foundation Material Fooling With Depth Below Natural Ground— il
Height of Foundation Above Finished Grade Well Width Mud Sitla—— %
. Joist Clearance from Ground Girders. x Posts Under Girders. X —
. Chimney Material——_No. of Inlets to Flue__ Sizes, Flues___x ____Thickness of Chimney Walt
. Materials of Exteriar Walls Materinl of Intorior Wall Surfaces
Will Provisions of Stato Housing Act be complied with? (If Groups H. & 1.}
. EXTERIOR Studs—_x INTERIOR BEARING Studs. X Interior Non-Bearing Studs
X Ceiling Joists. X Roof Rafters. FIRST FLOOR JOISTS — .~
Sccond Floor Jolsts. X Roof Material

I have cnrefnlby oxamined and read the above application and know the same to be 1rue and correct, and that all .
provisions of the Ordinances and Laws govorning Building Consteuction will be complied with, whether herein apecified
or not. i

NOTE: If work is not started within ninety days this permit expires. Application for refund of permit fee must be made

hefore expiration date.
(Sign Here) AUvM INBRT NFEoN Cey
(Owner or Authortzed Agent)

(FOR DEPARTMENT USE ONLY)

, Plans & Specificatians checked and | Plans snd Appllcatien ‘rechecked
P!RM.T NO. gé“:;lrp::’ﬁg"?:og&: an md:p;:o“d.ppllw rechec] Stamp here. when permit {3 lsaued.
we,

Ny, NG
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All Applications must be C PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS
filled out by Applicant and other data muyst also be filed

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS
Application for the Erection of Buildings

ZONE______-__FIRE DISTRICT. YYPE GROUP DIVISION

TO THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS:

_Applicatlon is hereby made 10 the Council of the City of Beverly Hills, thraugh the effice of the Chiof Inspector of Dulldings for o permlt
In i wlih the descriptlan and for the purpose hereinafter set forth. This application Is made subject o the following conditions, which
shall he decmed conditions enterlng Into the oxerciss of the permit:

FIRST: That the t docs not grant any right nkprivlleu to crect any bullding or other structure herein described, or any portion
thereof, upon any strect, alley, or other public place or partion thereaf,

58%1@: That the pennit not gront any sight of cﬁvl!cne to use any huflding or other stmctira therein describied, or any portion
thereaf, for any %-‘t‘m that Is, or may hercafter he prohiblted by ordinance of the Clty of Beverly Hills, : .
| ‘lTHlRDx t the granting of the permit does not affect or projudico any clsim of title 1o, or tight of posscssion In, the property descellicd
n such

it
e 1+ Applicant agsees to hold the Clty of Deverly Hills, ond all oficers and cmployees harmless from sll costs and d
See. 11T OURTIL: Apclicant aproes o fald the Cly of Berecly Hill, sod al} oficers and ompleyees Rarmiss from €81 costs and Shmoas o=

Lot No

Descripgion of Wor

OR INDELIBLE PENCIL)
Purpose of Buildipz. . MNo.of Booms__—__— No. of Familics.

y ,
. Owner's NameZ* CfL o4 mt2f, o i -

e 22
Quwner's Address /(2@ FAbl Lo SRR 0t AP A
", ‘
Architect's Nai m.-.,'i41~ __,“,4 L&, 7 one ;
Contractor’s Na 7 e ec Gz City License N¢.emoe—State License IN; le2z23-4/
Conraors Adeen LLTP AL Lbef PR et _Loe Zr o A,
3 3 Elec!
. VALUATION OF PROPOSED BLDG {'vn“‘fi'n'”u“iﬂ““i':",m e Famig s
: Ventilating, Painting, Finlshing, all Labor, et
State how many buildings NOW on lot 7 How used?.
. Clear Height of Celling: Bath, Toilet. Living Rooms Halle.
{Stato Law)
Areass 1st fir 2nd lr.
. Total floor arca No. of Stort

. Size of Lot %eoAren of Lot
(Fill out tem S on No. 12 1n
Set Back from Property Lincﬁm;g ::t:‘l;:;nel‘e:: be
Foundution Matesial— = Footing pth Below Natural Ground o~ b
. Height of Foundation Above Finlshed G i Mud Sills. L '

. Joist Clearance from Grou i Posts Under Girders

. EXTERIOR Studs———x_____INTERIOR BEARING Studs. L2 Intevior Non-Bearing Studs
e——x Ceiling Joists..—x____Raof Rofters.——x FIRST FLOOR JOISTS—
Second Iloor Joista X Roof Material.

I have cn:eful(l)y examined and read the above ngglienlion and know the same to be true and correct, and that all
pmvitlons of the Ordinances and Lawa governing Building Canstruction will be complied with, whother herein specified
or no

NOTE: If work ia not started within ninety days this pepmit expires. Application for refund of permit fee must be mnde
before expiration date, / % :
™ At s
g /

{Sign Here)
(FOR gu?%mm USE ONLY)

P T Plans & Specifica "checked and| Plans and Application rechecked | Stamp hero when perml oy
ERMI NO. found to :nn to Ordlnw::s..und :ppwud.p " roche S bovo ¥ _h 5 dssoed,
nEC T
- 15 .‘948

(Owner or Authorized Agent)

Stote Laws, Ei

] |t 5T |




rorm C-MIT—BU =341V, I', & 8, Co

All-AppIicuﬂons must be
filled out by Applicant

DEPARTMENT

Application for the
ZONE__ FIRE DISTRICT. TYPE

PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS
and other data must also be filed

OF BUILDINGS
Erection of Buildings

GROUP DIVISION.

TO THE CITY COUNCIL OF TIE CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS:

1
licath lierchy mads to tho Cauncll of the Cliy of Beverly Hill
Applica onhlsl chy made to urcl of the ’m:‘ :m" my' orﬂ:

in with the 5 and for the purpose
shatl be deemed conditions entering Into the
thereof ¢ ’Th‘:‘m: I ther public place or partion th
ereof, upen any street, alloy, or of u or partion thercaf.
s ‘st‘:f:'ﬁuo:’ That ‘?;%n does ot grant any
oreof, for any pue, nt Is, or mo;
THIRD: 5"';15: nmnllnag of ti
in such _permlt.
FOUR'
See, 11.206

Lot No.

exercisa of the permit:

right or

'TH: Appllcant o
{£), Beverly Hills Municipal Code.

g«mlt doss ot grant any right or pelvilee to erccs any bullding or other

ivilexe to use any huilding or other a3
hereafter bo prohibited by ordinasce of the Cit
o parmit does not affect or projudics any clatm of title ta, or

through the office of the Chicf Inspecior of Bulldinga for a permit
This applicatlon is made subject 1o tho following conditions, which

hereln d

thed 1,

ar any |

2 r :

thereln

or any p
in, the proy

of the City of Beverly .

s,
sight of p

1o hold ths City of Beverly Hills, and oll officers and employees hormless from oll costs and damages, por

Stre

_447_4»!&&%:_

Pt
A 7
7.
3

A

(Locatian

of Property)

(USE INK OR INDERBLE PENCIL)

. Architect’s Nam
Contractor’s Name

P

.Phonw——- ‘

City Licenso No.__—__State Licenso No.

hone.é@—

gt Foriert

W

. Contractor’s Address.

by 3 El
VALUATION OF PROPOSED BLDG. | mosdine Hlunleg Coe e e aiing. and
.| Venitiaing, Painting, Fintshing, oft Laber,

. State how r;wny buildings NOW on lo

How used?

., Clear Hoight of Ceiling: Bath, Toilet

Halls. Cellars.

. Arcas: 1st fir. 2nd Ar. 3rd fir.

Living Rooms.
Law)

Sth fir.

Tota} floor area No. of Stori

Sizo of Lot X Area of Lot

(Fill out ftem 3 on No, 12 in case of Conrts, Ap

.’ Set Back from Property Llnc{
Foundation Material.
Hoight of Foundntion Above Finished Gra

. Joist Cl from G d

., Chimney Material—_No. of Inlets to Fl

. Materials of Exterior Walls.

chimneys, steps, ete,

Including balconles, bays, porches,

} Exant_. 5}4,. ‘
Depth Below Natural Ground —.— by
ud Sillee — %

osts Under Girders.
‘Thickness of Chimney Wall

X

o« -

Will Provisions of State Housing A
EXTERIOR Stud
e x_Celling Jo>

Seeond Floor Joists——_x—__Roof Material

Interior Non-Bearing Studs

of Rafters——_x_____FIRSTFLOOR JOISTS—_x -

1 have carcfully examined and read the above application and

know the same to be true and correct, and that all

provisions of the Ordinances and Laws governing Building Construction will be complied with, whether herein specified

or not,

- NOTE: If work Is not started within ninety days thiz
before expiration date.

ion for refund of permit fee inust be made

.

(Sign Here)
pd

//

{Omer or Authorized Agent)

4

(FOR DEPARTMENT USE ONLY)

PERMIT N O, & Spociicaons checked und

1

Plaps and Applicatlon recheck-d|Stamp bero when permit is fssued,
and approved,

—
~ .

e ———
- ema

| State Laws, Etc,
4
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/b- ‘ C/c""’" f’ &

Chlef Building Inapertor -
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Attachment 2

Landmark Report Update Memorandum (2017)



CONSULTING

G(P|A
¢

Landmark Report Update Memorandum

Date: March 24, 2017
Re: Landmark Designation of the Ahrya Fine Arts Theatre, located at 8554-8558 Wilshire Blvd
To: Beverly Hills Cultural Heritage Commission

From: Laura O'Neill, Sr. Architectural Historian, on behalf of the Property Owner

Introduction

The purpose of this memo is to provide an update to the City Landmark Assessment And
Evaluation Report for the Regina-Fine Arts Theatre prepared by Jan Oshtashay for the City of
Beverly Hills in January 2014 (see Attachment A). The theater, now known as the Ahrya Fine Arts
Theatre, is located at 8554-8558 Wilshire Boulevard. The current property owner wishes to have
the property listed as a Beverly Hills Landmark.

Background

At the October 9, 2013 meeting of the Cultural Heritage Commission, the Commission initiated
nomination proceedings for the theater. The City commissioned the Oshtashay report accordingly
to determine if the property met the criteria for Landmark designation. The report concluded that
the property met criteria A.1, A.3, and A 4, that it retained integrity from its period of significance,
and that it has historic value. Thus, the report concluded that the property was eligible for Beverly
Hills Landmark designation.

The Commission heard the Landmark nomination at its January 8, 2014 meeting. The Commission
voted fo continue the item till the April 9, 2014 meeting. At the April 9, 2014 meeting, the item was
continued again due to a pending change of ownership. Since 2014, the potential designation of
the theater has not been brought back to the Commission for consideration, and the property
has not been designated to date. The current property owner is in favor of Landmark designation
and is requesting that the Commission consider designation at its April 2017 meeting.

Instead of completing a new assessment and evaluation report, City Staff requested that the
property owner prepare a brief memo identifying any changes to the property since the

completion of the 2014 Oshtashay report. This memo has been prepared to respond to that
request.
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Methodology

To prepare this memo GPA Consulting (GPA) performed the following tasks:

1. Reviewed existing information on the property
a. City Landmark Assessment And Evaluation Report for the Regina-Fine Arts Theatre
prepared by Jan Oshtashay for the City of Beverly Hills in January 2014
b. Fine Arts Theatre Photo-Recordation Document prepared by Jan Oshtashay for the
City of Beverly Hills in January 2013
c. Building permits on file with the City
2. Reviewed applicable City ordinances
a. Historic Preservation Ordinance codified in the Beverly Hills Municipal Code, Title
10, Chapter 3, Articles 32 and 32.5
3. Reviewed videos of past Commission hearings related to the property's Landmark
designation
a. October9, 2013
b. January 8, 2014
Cc. April9, 2014
4. Conducied asite visit to the property to determine alterations since 2014
5. Compiled the results of the above tasks into this memo for the Commission's consideration

Summary of the Oshtashay Report

The 2014 City Landmark Assessment And Evaluation Report for the Regina-Fine Arts Theatre was
very thorough and logical in its conclusions. The report found the property to be eligible as a
Beverly Hills Landmark for the following reasons:

Criterion A.1 (page 13):

The subject property is directly associated with the early recreational, entertainment, social,
and architectural history of the community. Within the City of Beverly Hills the Regina Fine Arts
Theatre is the last remaining neighborhood theatre venue still intact. It was one of five motion
picture theatres constructed prior to World War Il in the City that reflected the varied "hay
day” of early theatre design philosophy. Designed by noted theatre architect B. Marcus
Priteca, the Reginafine Arts Theatre is a local extant representative example of the Arf Deco
style as used in a small housed neighborhood movie theatre built prior to World War Il. When
the theatre became the Fine Arts Theatre in 1948 (new owners) the venue was the site of a
number of motion picture premieres. It was also considered a very popular venue in Beverly
Hills for younger theatergoers, particularly when they showed classic horror films such as
Dracula or Frankenstein. Since the subject property visually and physically manifests significant
confributions to the early social, entertainment, recreational, and architectural history of the
community in the form of a neighborhood motion picture theater it appears to satisfy this
criterion.

Criterion A.3 (page 14):

Within the City of Beverly Hills the theatre building, despite its alterations, is a rare extant
example of a modest size Art Deco inspired neighborhood theatre. It retains sufficient historical
integrity to convey its distinctive characteristics of a particular style, property type, and
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historical period. The structure with its small scale, Art Deco designs, and neighborhood
orientation further establishes its historical use and function. Sited along Wilshire Boulevard its
ornate, cantilever marquee with period neon lite font lettering and decorative parapets
culminating in a tower were designed to be the focal point for the venue and render it highly
visible along the busy street. Stylistically, the property also embodies a number of distinguishing
architectural characteristics of the Art Deco idiom, including its vertical emphasis utilizing
stepped parapets and reeded pilasters, as well as the stepped neon wrapped central tower.
Hence, it can be concluded that the property appears to satisfy this criterion.

Criterion A.4 (page 14):

This property was designed by noted architect B. Marcus Priteca. The City’s list of Master
Architects includes architect B. Marcus Priteca. Priteca is considered one of America's most
prominent and prolific theatre designers in the country because of his work during the first half
of the twentieth century. He established a trend with his use of the Moderne and Art Deco
styles in theatre architecture. Priteca’s portfolio of theatre design included venues for both live
productions and motion pictures. His commissions varied from large elaborate movie
palacelike structures to smallscale aptly designed neighborhood theatres. His work spanned
across the country and Beverly Hills was forfunate enough to have two theatres designed by
this prominent and well-established architect (though only the subject property remains extant
today). The Regina-Fine Arts Theatre, therefore, satisfies this criterion.

Furthermore, the report found that the property retained integrity from its period of significance of
1936 to 1949 (page 15):

Those important features of design, materials, location, setting, workmanship, feeling, and
association from the period of significance are still evident in the subject property and help to
render it historically significant.

And that it has historic value (page 15):

Because of its distinct property type, architectural styling and character, association with a
master architect and its contribution fo the City’s historical and architectural heritage the
property is considered to have historic value.

The report did not find the property to have any significance under Criteria A.2, A. 5, or A.6.
Alterations to the Property since 2014

Only one building permit has been filed with the City since the Oshtashay report was completed
in January 2014;

e Permit #B51405436 - Reinstate/maintain existing fire alarm system.

The site visit conducted by GPA staff on March 21, 2017 revealed the following alterations since
January 2014 based on visual inspection and comparison with photos in the Oshtashay report:

e Exterior paint - The exterior has been repainted. The new paint scheme highlights the
building's Art Deco horizontal and vertical elements.

* Interior paint - The lobby ad concession areas have been repainted. The auditorium space
appears to retain the same color palette asin 2014.
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» Patterned film applied to storefront glazing — Glazing film with a pattern of gold squares
has been applied to the storefront doors, windows, and transoms.

These alterations are all minor and have not impacted the property's integrity in anyway. It
continues to retain sufficient integrity of design, materials, location, setting, workmanship, feeling,

and association from the period of significance to convey its significance under Landmark Criteria
A1, A3, and A 4.

Findings

In our review of the Oshtashay report and its supporting materials, GPA agrees with all of the
findings. The property is eligible for designation under Landmark Criteria A.1, A.3, and A.4. GPA
further finds that alterations to the property since 2014 have not impacted its historic integrity, that
the property retains historic value, and that the property remains eligible for listing as a Beverly Hills
City Landmark.

Because the City's Landmark definition allows for the inclusion of publicly assessable interiors, such
as theaters, GPA recommends considering the addition of the following character-defining

features fo the character-defining features list in the Oshtashay report on pages 15-16. These were
each identified as original in the report:

Reeded, curved walls from lobby to auditorium

Sunburst on auditorium ceiling at the stage

Plaster walls and ceiling in the auditorium

Reeded columns behind the screen at the original proscenium
Original red stage curtains

e Palm tree murals flanking the original proscenium

Thank you for your consideration of this memo. I'm available to answer any questions you might
have at laura@gpaconsulting-us.com or (310) 383-5205.

Sincerely,

el) Ol

Laura O'Neill
Senior Architectural Historian

Attachments:

A. City Landmark Assessment And Evaluation Report for the Regina-Fine Arts Theatre
prepared by Jan Oshtashay for the City of Beverly Hills in January 2014
B. Current Photographs

CC: Sally Fujimoto (property owner's representative)
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