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Throughout his business career Swain has maintained his ties with the University

and helped when he was able to. As executive director of the Minnesota Centennial
Commission, he was Instrumental is securing the Centennial Showboat for Minneosta.
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Vince Bilotta named University Alumni head.

The associate director of the University of Kansas Alumni Association, Vincent J. Bilotta, was named executive director of the
University of Minnesota Alumni Assoclation on August 9 by the Board of Regents.

Bilotta will succeed Edwin L. Haislet, who is resigning effective September 30. The changing of the guard will take place
sometime before October 1.

“l am extremely pleased that we were able to attract a person of Vince Bilotta's caliber to lead our alumni activities," University
president C. Peter Magrath said. Bilotta will also serve as director of Alumni Relations.

Tom Swain, president of the Minnesota Alumnl Association, said, “Mr. Billota brings to Minnesota a spirit of enthusiasm for
alumni work and a talent for developing innovative programs for keeping alumni in touch with their university. Ed Haislet built and
nurtured a strong and far-reaching program of alumni activity during his remarkable career at Minnesota. | am confident that
Vince Bilotta will continue that tradition and that we can look forward to an exciting era of alumni growth under his leadership.
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ORDER FORM FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE
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Mail Order & Checks Payable To: Minnesota Alumni Association Gift Department, 2610 University Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota 55114

Address

NOTE: NO RETURNS

Amount

Solid Sterling Silver as Pendant or Key-Chain @ $22.50
(Plated Frame and Stainless Chain - 24")
Solid Sterling Silver as Pendant with Sterling 24" Chain @ $28.50

and Sterling Frame and Jump ring
Solid Sterling Medallion Alone @ $18.50
In Pewter as Pendant or as Key-Chain @ $12.50
In Pewter Imbedded in Lucite as Paperweight @ $18.50
Pewter Medallion Alone (Also available in 18K Gold-plated finish. Just @ $ 8.50

add $7.00 to any Pewter price other than Key Chain which is not

avallable in gold.)

Minnesota Resident only add 4% sales tax

Make checks payable to Minnesota Alumni Association. GRAND TOTAL

Membership- No.
City State Zip
OR CHARGE TO:  Card Number Exp. Date

Bank Americard

Master Charge
Enter Interbank Number (at lower left of Mst. Chg. Card)

Signature it Charge
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Homecoming 1976

' Return to tradition features pepfests, queen, bonfire and parade

Homecoming 1976 festivities
at the University of
Minnesota’s Twin Cities
campus were highlighted by a
Homecoming parade, the first
in eight years, and the
selection of a Homecoming
queen, the first since 1970.

The enthusiastic crowd that
gathered on Northrop
Auditorium’s plaza on a gray
and windy Friday noon before
the Gopher-Illini confrontation
heard the rousing music of the
Pep Band and optimistic
comments of Gopher football
coach Cal Stoll and members
of the 1976 squad, enjoyed the
verve and color of the
cheerleaders and Pep Squad,
and saw Gopher football
captain Tony Dungy present a
dozen red roses to Ann
Gallogly of Bloomington,
Minnesota, indicating that she
was Minnesota's 1976
Homecoming queen.

Gallogly and the six other
finalists who attended the Pep
Rally with Miss USA, Barbara
Peterson of Edina, Minnesota,
earlier in the week had
competed in a football throw
and half-mile run before being
interviewed by the football
team. The other finalists, all
from the state, were Marnie
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A Homecoming bonfire on Friday night kept alive a homecoming
tradition of the past as the Pep Squad and Pep Band joined spectators
in building spirit for that special game the next day.

(From page 13) Friday night and chorused the  Dinkytown and down
Wheaton, Excelsior; Rosanne cheers and songs of the University Avenue past
Sierzant, Minneapolis; Cathy cheerleaders and Pep Band colorfully-decorated sorority
Sirany, Richfield; Robbie after the queen had lighted the  and fraternity houses to
Rocheford, Minneapolis; traditional fire. Memorial Stadium. The
Kandace Kuehl, Austin; and Later, a number of those at crowds who lined the parade
Daina Zile, Fridley. the bonfire snake-danced to route and the celebrations of
All of the young women Coffman Union for a dance. the onlookers on ‘‘Fraternity
joined the crowds at the On a sunny Saturday before  Row’’ was reminescent of -
Homecoming bonefire on the big game, the Homecoming H omecomings past.

parade moved through


















Fairness, due process at heart of court case

I feel that the NCAA (Natonal Intercol
legiate Athletic Association) is capricious
and dictatorial in its dealings with its mem-
bers and thart 1t often sacnfices the sense of
fair play in its efforts to protect itself and 1o
bring its members into line, Ron Simon
'S4BBA 'STLLB, Minneapolis, the Min
nesota Alumni Association’s representative
on the University's Assembly committee
on Intercollegiate Athletics (ACIA), sad

Simon, as an ACIA member
against the L niversity's recent decision not

voled

to declare three of its student-athletes ineli-
gible — but not because he does not sup-
port the University's current action against
the NCAA. Rather,
Simon felt a different course of
might have been more expedient
Simon feels that when the NCAA finds
enough corroborative evidence to punish a

being an attorney

action

student-athlete, be 1t for a major or minor
infraction, that they
blocks to him, so no one else will want to

really want to lay the

do the same thing.*

He has dealt with the NCAA before —
on a professional basis —
Reed junior de
fenseman for the hockey Gophers. The
NCAA wanted to declare Larson ineligible

when he de-

fended Larson, now a

for collegiate hockey because he had con-

gent to represent his potential

tracted an ag
professional interests while he was still in
high The NCAA case
against Larson, mainly on the point that
Larson was a minor and,

school lost 1ts

as such, could not
be legally held to a contract

Simon had
done was really harmful to intercollegiate
athletics and wonders if the NCAA might
have started a the Uni-
versity of Minnesota after it lost the Larson

questions if what Larson

‘witch-hunt™ at

case

Federal district court will hear
University case in late-November

The University of Minnesota 1s seeking a
federul distnict court injunction that will
prevent the NCAA from enforcing the in-
definite probation it levied on October 21
against all University men’s intercollegiate
sports on the Twin Cities campus. This pro-
bation would prevent University teams
from participating in post-season meels and
televised NCAA games

The NCAA smid that it imposed such a
severe probation because the University's
refusal to declare three of its basketball

Minnesota challenges the NCAA

players ineligible was a “*failure to fulfill
its conditions and obligations of member
ship in the Association

(Although NCAA membership is volun
tary for those institutions belonging (o the
national organization, without such mem-
bership, a college or university cannot have
a viable intercollegiate athletic program.)

However, the Univesity will not eng
mn lifeboat ethics™ by
students overboard™ 1o keep the Gopher
teams in good standing with the NCAA,
University President C. Peter Magrath said
al the news conference the day after the
NCAA's
nounced

AEC

throwing three

indefinite was an
All of us can only wonder then
who will be next,"”" he said

Last year, when the NCAA imposed its
penalities against the Gopher basketball
program for rules commutted
under former coach Bill Musselman, the
l.'l'nL!‘[Ltin!: NCAA-

sanctioned due process heanngs for three

probation

violations

University was
student-athletes, currently members of the
basketball team, on questions of their eligi-
bility

The ACIA finally decided not to rule the
players ineligible. The University adminis
tration fully supported this mainly-faculty
And the NCAA was
prompted to announce its indefinite proba-
tion ruling in late October

committee’s decision

**1 do not understand how you can have a
heanng when the result is pre-ordained by
someone external to the hearing process,”
Magrath said

I am convinced that the rights of (bas-
ketball players) Mike Thompson, Dave
Winey and Flip Saunders are fundamen-
tal,”” he
regardless of the economic and other sanc-
tions the NCAA is attempting to impose
on us

“It’s important for the student-athletes
to know that the institution will stand be-
hind them,"* Magrath said. **I think we are
funning a that 1s
compliance with NCAA rules and in the
spint we want on this campus.’

sand "Thv_\ must be defended

program absolutely in
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Billed as "'Pigskin Pork Day"
with our rivals from the south as
opponents, the Golden Gophers
moved onto the field against
lowa, sharing the Big Ten
conference lead. With 52,000
spectators looking on, the most
significant aspect of the day was
not contributed by either athletic
team, however.

Rather, what this
impressionistic new alumni
director will carry away from that
memorable afternoon is the
sincerity of University president
C. Peter Magrath as he addressed
the throng at halftime, publicly
setting forth his administration’s
determination to right what he
strongly feels is the wrong being
done to three Minnesota
student-athletes by the NCAA.

This stand for principle brought
| a resounding standing ovation
from the crowd which included
more than 5,500 Hawkeye
followers. The communication |
received from that response is
that this case against the NCAA is
more than a University of
Minnesota effort. It embodies a
universal principle of fairness,
regardless of a university's
colors.

While the Maroon and Gold of
Minnesota will be taking the lead
(and bearing tremendous court
costs), the NCAA issue will go
down in history as a courageous
effort by Minnesota to protect the

An open letter to Minnesota alumni:

rights of those participating
institutions and their
student-athletes across the nation
which make intercollegiate
athletics a reality.

During the second half of the
game, members of Minnesota's
ROTC corps collected
contributions from the crowd.
The level of participation was
excellent by those in attendance,
but the total amount of money
needed to carry this effort is
staggering.

If you, your civic club or friends
and neighbors are interested in
the future of intercoliegiate
athletics and want a method to
help this important campaign,
The Minnesota Alumni News has
included a pre-addressed
envelope in this issue for the
“Fairness Fund."” We look forward
to a high participation response
— with every contribution being
important, regardiess of its size.

Following the ovation from the
stands for President Magrath’s
address on that memorable
Saturday, the Minnesota
Marching Band concluded their
half-time show with the "Alma
Mater.” A chill went up the back
of this writer as he listened to one
of the most beautiful anthems
sung with commitment by
thousands of Minnesotans in the
stadium that day.

Hail, Minnesota! — VB

Magrath was sharply critical of NCAA
procedures: ““NCAA enforcement proce-
dures resemble a Rube Goldberg contrap-
tion gone mad. There is little that is fair
about them, there is little that 1s rational
about them. and, in truth, there is probably
little that is effective about them,"" he said.

**We are convinced that we are follow-
ing the rules and those rules provide for
opportunities for a hearing,”" he said. **The
NCAA tells us we may hold due process
hearings but they (also) make it unmistak-
ably clear that if such hearings do not lead
to the desired results — as pre-ordained by
the NCAA — then we are in contempt ol
NCAA rules and regulations

“‘Due process hearings under these Kinds
of circumstances are nothing short of a
sham, both for the students and the univer-
sities they attend,”” Magrath said.
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He noted that the Univesity could have
decided, as many institutions have done, 1o
go along with the NCAA desires and find
itself in court against the basketball players
{Thompson, Winey and Saunders) who
would sue for due process.

The University is not profesting the
two-year penalty and three-year probation
imposed against its basketball team last
year. Rather, the University's action
evolves around the due process issue and
an effort to prove that it has complied with
the rules and that the NCAA is actually
violating its own rules in this latest sanc-
tion, according to the University president,

The charges against the institution
*“seem in no way commemsugate with the
penalty levied by the NCAA,"" Magrath
saud,

The charges which involve Thompson
and Winey came to light when the studen-
athletes told University investigators about
actions which they did not realize were
violations. Their actions did not involved
alleged rules infractions that had been un.
covered by the NCAA

Saunder’s infractions were known (o the
NCAA. He had been very cooperative
with the investigators and reportedly said
that they promised him immunity from
penalties because of his help.

In carly 1974 Flip Saunders accom-
panied then-assistant  basketball coach
Kevin Wilson to an office in the IDS Center
to assist in making recruiting calls. The
office had been loaned to the University's
athletic department. And Wilson was using
a popular recruiting method that asks a
team member's parents to talk to a potential
recruit’s parents and (o answer any ques-
tions they might have about the University
and its athletic program. Wilson called
Saunder's parents to solicit their help and
Saunders also talked to them at that time

In the summer Saunders borrowed Wil-
son's mother-in-law's car to visit Coach
Bill Musselman’s summer basketball camp
in St. Peter, Minnesota. Though the
mother-in-law had been a close friend of
Saunder's family since Flip was a young-
ster, the NCAA would later refer to her as a
representative of the University's athletic
interests because she was related to a
coach. Saunders stayed overnight at the St.
Peter camp after playing a pickup game
that ended at 1 a.m.

The NCAA asked that Thompson be de-
clared ineligible for selling his two com-
plimentary season tickets (valued ar $39
each) for $180. In late 1974, an eager
Gopher booster approached Thompson in
the locker room and offered to buy his tick-
ets. Thompson later said that he asked for
$180 — *‘that price sounded good'" — for
the tickets, and that the man delivered the
money to him.

A number of other players on the Uni-
versity's basketball squad also sold their
tickets. But all of them have since left the
team except for Dave Winey, who sold his
tickets for face value. The NCAA wanits
Winey declared ineligible, but not because
he sold his tickets.

A few days before December 25, 1974,
Winey was asked by the Gopher coaching
staff if he would like to spend the Christ-
mas holidays at the home of Paul Johnson,
a member of a Gopher boosters club.
Winey, who is from New Hampshire, was
a freshman at the time and lived in a dor-
mitory. He accepted the invitation and
spent Christmas at Johnson's Wisconsin
cabin. Johnson's family corresponded with
Winey during the ensuing winter and
spring, and, consequently, invited him to



spend the 1975 Memorial Day weekend
canoeing with them at their cabin.

*‘Each of these instances under guestion
— instances that the NCAA s describing
us violations — was either arranged, or oc-
curred under the auspices, of two members
of the coaching staff, neither of whom is
any longer with the University of Min-
nesota,”” Magrath said during the October
press conference

‘Our student-athletes naturally looked
io the coaching staff for guidance. To say
now that they should have known beter
thun their coaches as to what was, and what
was not, acceptable behavior seems enor-
mously infair,”" he said

Fairness Fund established to
finance fight for due process

To date the University has raised in ex-
cess of $30,000 for its **Fairness Fund,” a
fund drive established by the University on
the same day it announced the current
NCAA sanctions. The money that is raised
will be used to offset the tremendous costs
of this major legal battle, estimated to cost
a minimum of $75.000, that the University
is undertaking to uphold due process.

Thus far money has come from private
contributions, through fund-raising dances
and luncheons, or by passing the hat during
the halftimes of home football games.

NCAA announces Gopher
basketball infractions in 1975

The University's confrontation with the
NCAA. culminating in the recent an-
nouncement of indefinite probation, began
officially in the summer of 1975 when the
University received a 68-page letter from
the NCAA alleging 98 specific violations
involving nearly the same number of indi-
viduals who had been or were associated
with its basketball program. (Another in-
fraction involved the hockey program and a
minor bookkeeping emor that has since
been corrected.)

Immediately after this NCAA an-
nouncement, the University hired two at-
lorneys to conduct 1ts own thorough inves-
tigation of the allegations and spent more
than $30,000 compiling a special 400-page
report that University representatives
would discuss with the NCAA infractions
committee. (The University's investigation
was undertaken often without benefit of
evidence the NCAA had previously assem-
bled, according to Magrath.)

Soon after the mid-1975 NCAA disclo-
sures, head basketball coach Bill Mussel-
man left Minneosta to coach profession-

On October 26 the executive
committee of the Minnesota
Alumni Association voted to
contribute $7500 to the
University's “Fairness Fund.”

Tom Swain, national president
of the Association, said that the
Association firmly supporis
University president C. Peter
Magrath's decision to challenge
the NCAA action placing the
entire U men’s
intercollegiate athletic program
on indefinite probation.

Swain said the two members of
the Association who served on
the University's Assembly
committee on Intercollegiate
Athletics participated in the
investigation of NCAA allegations
during the past year and a half.
(These are current executive
committee members Ronald
Simon, treasurer, and Tom Swain,
national president.) He said the
investigation was intensive and
impartial and led eventually to
University-imposed sanctions on
its basketball program.

Swain said, "Properly and fairly

Association contributes $7500
to University’s “Fairness Fund”

administered intercollegiate
athletics has its place on our
University campus. Cheating and
breaking the rules cannot be
condoned. Mistakes of the
basketball program in the past
were regrettable, but we're
confident that procedures have
been instituted which ensure no
repetition.

“The University did everything
that could reasonably be
expected in abiding by NCAA
procedures and protecting the
rights of ail student athletes. But
the NCAA in its latest action,
which smacks of vindictiveness,
levied an unfair and unjust
penalty against the institution
which no reasonable person can
countenance.

“I regret this affair has reached
a stage of public confrontation.
But I am convinced the University
had no other course of action.
Minnesota has a tradition of
fairness whether it involves
student athletes or anyone else.
We must maintain this tradition,
and | urge all alumni of the
University of Minnesota to
support their alma mater in this
critical test,”” Swain said.

ally, taking his freshman star Mark Olberd-
ing with him, while players Mark Lands-
berger and Chad Nelson transferred to
other schools

By early December the University's in-
vestigators found “*full or partial substanti-
ation.”" for 72 of the NCAA allegations of
inappropriate behavior in the basketball
program, and an additional 56 infractions,
most of which were minor, that had not
been listed in the NCAA letter.

The ACIA, acting according to its in-
stitutional responsibility, then prepared a
report on the University's investigation and
submitted it to the NCAA committee on
infractions on December 18. In that report,
this campus body which oversees intercol-
legiate athletics, recommended that
Thompson and Winey not be punished for
selling their tickets, but that the University
should assume the blame since those who
represented the institution to the players did
not make it clear that rules were being vio-
lated. The report did not mention Winey's

visits with the Johnson family nor Saun-
der’s alleged infractions

All three of the players were told by Un-
iversity representatives that they probably
would not be declared ineligible and con-
sequently should not seek counsel nor ask
for a hearing.

However, in mid-January 1976, the
University had to tell Thompson and
Winey that NCAA pressure would cause
the ACIA to declare them ineligible. Since
Winey had sold his tickets for face value,
and had only violated Big Ten rules. the
NCAA let the matter drop and within a
week Big Ten faculty representatives
cleared Winey of any penalties that the Big
Ten might assess.

Since Thompson had profited from his
ticket sales, he was prohibited from playing
in the Junuary 17 Gopher game with
Northwestern while he joined Minnesota's
athletic director, Paul Giel, and Big Ten
faculty representative, Merle Loken, to ap-
peal his ineligibility decision before the
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NCAA committee on infractions on
January 18. Thompson lost his appeal and
the NCAA asked that he be declared ineli-
gible for the remainder of the season.

That same day Thompson's attorney se-
curéd o temporary restraining order from
Hennepin County federal district court
which allowed Thompson to play at least
until January 28 when a court hearing
would determine his eligiblity. The district
court ruled on that date that the University
had failed to grant Thompson due process,
and until the University held such a hear-
ing, Thompson should be able to play.

On February 26 the University an-
nounced that Thompson's campus hearing
was scheduled for March 11 (five days after
the last game of the Gopher basketball sea-
son).

When the NCAA revealed on March 3
that 1t also planned to punish Winey and
Saunders for violations cited earlier in this
article, the University scheduled due
process hearings for Saunders on March 9
and for Winey on March 18, All three of
the players’ hearings were conducted by
the Campus Committee on Student Be-
havior (CCSB).

Meanwhile, on March 10, the University
administration informed the media that the
NCAA had placed the Gopher basketball
team on a three-year probation and had re-
stricted its activities for two of those three
years: Gopher intercollegiate basketball
teams could not play in any post-season
games for a two-year period, beginning
March 4, 1976, the date on which President
Magrath had notified the NCAA that the
University would not appeal the penalities
affecting its basketball program; that dur-
ing these two years the Gophers would not
be allowed to participate in any televised
games under NCAA-control and that they
would lose three basketball scholarships,
reducing the number to three that could
be awarded each year, The University also
severed its relationships with six members
of the Twin Cities community who were
boosters of its athletic programs, had its
participation in the 1972 NCAA Mideast
Regional tournament erased from
recordbooks, and had to return its third
place award and the $21 488 it received for
its participation in the wurnament.

The University was publicly lauded by
the NCAA for its far-reaching investigation
and exemplary cooperation. It had been
criticized by the media throughout its inves-
tigation for refusing to reveal the specifics
of the allegations the NCAA had discov-
ered and the personalities involved. The
University feared it would impugn civil
liberties by naming names without substan-
tial evidence of infractions and without
proper court hearings. The NCAA forbids
its members institutions’ disclosure of rules
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infractions, suggesting that further harsh
penalties might be incurred. However, the
University promised the community it
would reveal rules infractions and per-
sonalities involved that its own investiga-
tion substantiated. This it did when an-
nouncing a summary of its investigations
on March 10— leaving itself open to addi-
tional penalties from the NCAA and/or
lawsuits from persons so named.

Since individual sanctions are formally
imposed by the University, with the NCAA
acting as an appeal body, the campus dis-
ciplinary hearings for Saunders, Thompson
and Winey went forward.

Following these heanngs, CCSB re-
ported in mid-April to the ACIA on the
evidence it had gathered. The CCSB repon
said that the three players’ violations did
not warrant ineligibility, if indeed they
were violations of the NCAA's complex
and difficult-to-interpret rules (the rule in-
volving Thompson's ticket sale was not
officially a rule until nearly a year after he
had sold the tickets, and the rule affecting
Winey’s visits to the Johnsons has since
been overturned),

The ACIA held another heaning in early
May for all three of the players, reiterating
the testimony of the CCSB heanngs, The
following day, on May 5, the ACIA an-
nounced that it saw “‘no basis whatsoever
for declaring the student-athletes ineligi-
ble."

The ACIA is the only body authorized to
make decisions regarding ineligibility. The
NCAA can only pressure an institution 1o
do what the NCAA wishes under the threat
of major penalties.

The NCAA scheduled a meeting on Au-
gust 21 to discuss the University's decision
and to allow University representatives (o
explain their position and to present the
ACIA report.

The NCAA's response to this meeting
and the ACIA’s sustained decision not to
declare the three student-athletes ineligible
is the indefinite probation that has been
given the institution and its subsequent
legal action against the NCAA.

Though NCAA pressure initially caused
the ACIA to declare Thompson ineligible,
the ACIA overturned that ruling after the
1976 campus hearings, and, in effect, has
refused to entrust the NCAA with the fates
of Winey and Saunders — protecting their
and Thompson's due process rights.

In his October press conference, Presi-
dent Magrath emphasized that the Univer-
sity i not going into court with the NCAA
“1o liugate ourselves out of the sanctions
placed on our basketball program last
March. As I said at that time, and as | stll
believe, those sanctions were totally jus-
tified, considering the number and nature
of violations committed in our basketball
program while it was under the leadership

of a coach who is no longer in our employ.

“*We have not gone to court in order 1o
advance the position that ‘anything goes’ in
college athletics. Rules are necessary, but
they must be clear and just. Our commit-
menl 1o adhere to these kinds of rules mus
be strict.

“*And we have nor gone to court to as-
sure ourselves of a winning basketball team
this coming season. While we all enjoy
winning, our only motive is to assure that
fundamental rights such as due process and
fair play are preserved, and that over 600
students involved in our men's intercol-
legiate athletic program not be victimized
by the capriciousness of the NCAA,'" he
said.

*“1 am also conscious of the fact that a
university president has many other obliga-
tions in addition to intercollegiate athlet-
ics,”" Magrath concluded. **We must never
forget that the University of Minnesota
exists pnmarily because of its academic ac-
tivities.

“"But | also believe that, in all of our
activities, we must be actively concemned
with precepts of due process and fair play,
because they are fundamental values that
must be maintained in our society. | be-
lieve, in short, that in challenging the
NCAA's extraordinary punishment of all
our men's intercollegiate athletic  pro-
grams, | and their indifference to due
process rights of three of our students, we
are fulfilling our educational and moral re-
sponsibility "’

As the Minnesota Alumni News goes (o
press. the men's intercollegiate hockey
program Is once again being directly
scrutinized by the NCAA. Coach Herb
Brooks appeared before the NCAA infrac-
tions commitiee this month o answer
charges that he was responsible for a fight
involving members of the Gopher and
Boston University teams during that
NCAA championship playoffs in carly
1976 that lead to the expulsion of key
Boston University and Gopher players.
(Minnesota went on o win the NCAA
hockey championship). The outcome of
that hearing 1s to be announced shortly
—mla
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