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THE OPERATIONS OF THE 28TH INFANTRY DIVISION
IR THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE,
16 « 26 DECEMBER 1644
(ARDENNES«-ALSACE CAMPAIGN)

ORIENTATION
INTRODUCTION

This monogreaph covers the operations of the 28th Infantry
Division in the Battle of the Bulge, ARDENNES-ALSACE Campaign,
during the period 15 « 26 December 1944, In order to estabe
lish continuity of thought between this operation and those
which preceeded 1%, and therefore masde it possible, a brief
resume of the major Allied ground actions in FRANCE, between
6 June and 15 December 1944, is in order, On 6 June 1944 the
combined British, Uanadian and American forceés created tho
much desirved second front by invading NORMANDY, S8lowly but

surely they expanded thelr beachhesd and built up reserves,

gy the end-of Faly, sipghtuen fserlown - Divisivne were 1 FTHARCE,

(1) On 25 July 1944 the First U,S, Army Jumped off in an ate
tempt %o break through the German cordon which contained the

beachhsad ferveces, (2) Seoveral days Later, slter flerce [ight-

~ing, the Germen lines were ruptured by First Ammy.spd_Qenersd ... .. ...

Goorge 85, Patton’s newly created Third Army raced through the
gape (3) The German defenses quickly collapsed under the
numbing shotk of the #merlcen pensiration and exploitaetion,
end the rout of the German forces in northern FRANCE was on,
(4) The Allled Armies reced across FRANCE in a fashion remi-
niscent of the German conquest of that sountery in 1040, It
‘{1; A-1, ps B0

2) A~l, p. B0

ia; A=l, p. 51

4) A«B, p. 274280
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is possible that had it not been for the ever present, ro-
straining influence on mobility in warfare, namely the probe
lem of supply, the Allied Armies might have reced on through
to BERLIN in one slashing lunge, But the cold sclence of
loglistice caught up with them near the Gorman border end brought
them to a halb, ({0} The ovevexbtended supply llnes cracked
and the recing tanks and trucks were temporarily immobilized,
The pause that resulted gave the Germans the breathing spell
they needed mnd they hastily organized thelr routed forces,
and menned thelr border fortifications. (See Map A)
Coincidental to the late stages of the race across northe
ern FRANCE, the Allled invaslion ol soubthern FRANCE was launche
ed on 1H Aupgust 1044, This led to the collapse of the German
Forces in southern FRANCE and to a joining of the northern

and southern Allied Forees. (6) Thus, on 1 October 1944,

. the German west border deflenders were confronted by a foree

of fifty~four divisions on the oontinent, nnd aix more being
stuged Ln the UNITED KINGDOMe (7)

Advances by the Alllied Forees, through October, lovember
and early Docembor 1044 were small and costly. (8) The _

viewpoint, local in aature with limited objectives, lever-

theless, they were of great tacticael significence and were

bitterly fought, A prime exemple is the SCHELDT ESTUARY fight
whish led o the epening of the powrt of ANTWERP, The middie - e
of Deteomber found the Allied Ariles strung along a line run-

ning generally morth from the 8WISS border, along the German

(65) Aw=d, pe 47
(6} A~B, ps 310
7) A=B, pe SB2
8) A~d, Do 473 AeB, p. 325-3308
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border to the WAAL RIVER 4in HOLLAND, and west to the NORTH
SEA. (9) (See IQ ‘)

IHE GENERAL SITUATION

On 15 December 1944 there were seven Allled Armies
spread along a front sxtondlag from SWITZERLAND to the NORTH
SEA. On the left flemk were the Canadisn First and British
Second Armies, both under 2lst Army Uroup. In the center wewe
the Americen Ninth, First and Third Armies, in that order from
north to south, all under 12th Army Group., In the south was
the American Seventh Army with the French First Army to 1tse
right, Doth under Oth Army Groupe. (See Map A} The positions
held had been attained mainly through a series of attacks dure
ing Hovember and eerly December, 1944, all along the front,
These attacke were part of the {lrst phase of a three phase
plan cregﬁgg”pyuSupreme Headquarters,  This [irst phase valled
.vfor the clearance of CGerman forces from aress west of the RHINE
RIVERe, It was to be followed by phese two which included cross-
ing the RHINE and deployment of Aliied Forces on the egst bank,.
The third and final phase would then be launched. and it proe
'-mqe_gd -an '_pdvanuﬁiathEMAEimﬁ “that country s mdofoa;. " ‘(10) J
Mid December found the Allies at the RHINE RIVEK in the
Seventh Army area. (11) To the north of the Seventh Army,
the Third Army was preparing for an all out smash through the
SIEGFRIED LINE (West Wall) and on %o the RHINE, to be launche
ed on 19 December 1944, ({12} Further to the nortﬂ, the Firat
Us 8, Army ned one Corps attseking o capture the ROER RIVER

(8) &=B, pe 3223403 A~l, map,front end sheet
(10) &"1,. Fe 6"
(11) A-l’ Fo &8
(12) A"l. p. '72
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dems and thms permit the Ninth Amuy, on its left, o ewoss

the ROER RIVER and continue 1ts advence, (13) Fisst Avmy 's
other two Corps and Ninth Army's two Corps were resting and/or
awalting the capture of the ROER RIVER dems, (14) In the
north General Montgomery's 2lst Army Group was preparing for
an offensive from the NIJMEQEN area svatheast 5o the RHINE,

{15) (See Map A)

FIRST U, 8o ARMY SITUATION

The First United States Army was composed of throe Corpn |
in mid Decomber 1044, They were the VII, V and VIII Corps
end they held a section of the front line extending from
northeast of AACHEN to u point scutheast of the city of LUXNM-
NOURGs (16) The VII Corpe was on tho left, V Corps was Ln
the conter and VIII Corpe was on the right, To the nowrth of
the Fiyst Amuy, the Ninth Army was poised along the vest bank
of the ROER RIVER but they did not dare attenipt a crossing
beceuse the Cermens held the river dmms, near its hendwaters,
and eould flood out, disasterously, any atbtempted erossings
- norkh. of. the dema, .Thé&@ndﬁ&@uw&rawéﬁﬁﬁxﬁd:Oﬁpaﬁﬁ%@m%ﬁm"¥“"'
- ma e 0P S (osd,  Thowefove, Plwat Aragy~ aesigned Sl mbtueronm sf == -~ v o
capturing the deme to V Corpe, This attack Jumped off on
15 December 1944, (17) (8ee Mer A)
The VII Corps on Pivet Awmyts loft flank was in a sisilay
peelition te that of the Ninth Avmy to the nowth. It could not
eross the ROER RIVER until the dams wero captured or destroy-

(l8) Ael, pe M
14 A=l, pe 71
15) A=l, p. 68
16 Amby Do 945
i7) A=By pe 340
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ed, (18) It therofevo, ramained in a static condition to thn
weat of the river, engaged in reorganisation of its units,
This reorganization was essential becmase of the bloody war
of attrition in which.tho Corpe hed engeged te mchleve its
present position, (19)

VLI COKPS SITUATION AND TEE CALOULATED RISK

On 15 December 1944 the VIII Corps otoupied a [ront of
ghout 88 miles on Piret Ary's right, (20) The sector exe
tonded from a ridge in GERMANY knownm es the SCHNEE ELFEL along
the German border to the southeast corner of LUXEMBOURG. (See
Mep B) The northern portion of the Corps front was held by
the 108tk Infantry Division with the ldth Covalry Group attached,
They covered a 22 mile front with all three of the divislon's
rogiments and one of the ldth Cavalry Croup’s two sguadrons on
the line, (21) To the south of the 106th Infantry Division
was the 29th Infentry Divielon meaning a Irant of over 20 miles,
(22) 84111 further south was the 9th Ammored Division (minus).
It oceupled s two and one half mile lront, {(23) One of the

ivision's three combat teems, Combaet Command 3", hed been

L

AQHBE BT e e ol e - ewe renadning  sonlot omasdo,
Combet Commend "K", was vtiliged as VIII Corpa rasorve, CGombat
Command "A" held the division's sector of the froant line., {(24)
e wemainder of the Corps front to the south was held by the
4th Infantry Division, (55) (Bee Jap B)

wiiibery manusals teash that & &ivislon should normally
cover about 4 to 8 miles of frontage im o defensive sliuation,
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>iuthor than inflexible rules, They also advocate defense in
depth end encourage implementation of the "iwo up and one
back" theory to insure depth of position through the placing
of any two of & unit's elements on the line and one of its
elements to their rear, In cases where frontages are extende
08 milivary manuaels usuelly recommend a thinly held line back-
ed up by a strong mobile reserve, On the VIII Corpes front
nelther of the above teachings was or could be adhered to.
The peuelty of troops and the length of the front precluded
complete adoption of either method of deployment, Instead a
series of strong points was manned, These were not and could
not be hecked up by adequate reserves, Caps 8xistod between
the strongpoints, which, in the svent of a heavy attack, would
permit enemy forces to flow through the line, isclete the manned
positions, and unravel the front line, The Corps front lacked
depth and elasticity., N | B
The VIII Corps in mid December 1944 was the victim of &
ealoulated risk, In order to mount attacks in other sections

of the {ront, such as the ROER RIVER dams attack, and the

~ seheduled Third Ammy shtasck. economy of forces elsewhere mlong . . . ...

the lire kad. to bo sffoctods <{B8€)  There wewe only sixty three
Allied divisions available in the European Theetre and they
wore faced by seventy identified (erman divisions., (27) There-
fore, rethar then suspend offensive gperations and gwalt rein-
fercemonte, Oeneral Risenhower decided %o run the rigk of have
ing a portion of his line thinly held and vulnerable in order
to continue to attmck in other sectors., (28) The VIII Corps

sector vwas selected a® a logloal place to be thinly held snd

(Qﬂ A—S. p. 338
(BB A=D, pe 358
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because it sbounded with almost impenetratable barriers benind

which small forces could hold with small likelihood of attack.
The VIII Corps line was stretoched across the hilly, heavily
forested country of esstern BELGIUM and LUXEMBOURG, The area
is generally known as the ARDENNES FORESTS, It contains
rigdes, heavy lurests, sharp gorges, a poor road net, and is
interspersed with rivers, In addition to the nature of the
terrain, the sector was selected to be thinly held because of
the lack of apparent strategic objectives behind it and beceuse
the Germans were thin on thelr side of 1t, (29)
The wisdem of the decision to run the risk of a breake
tirough on the VIII Corps {ront has been a subject of debate
by historiens since the war and will probably continue to be
gso for decades to come. Any blame for the decision, 1f bleme
is in order, 1s clearly assumed by OGeneral Eisenhower, (30)
e s B30 _CONA1tI00. 0f VIII Corps! three and.a frection divie.
slous in mid Deceﬁbwr 1944 was only felr, 7The 106th Infentry
Division and Combat Command A of the Oth Armored Division were
in good shape although the 106th was a new green, untried unit
whieh had just srrived in FRANCE. .(&L) The. 2Ath.IpSentey DAvie. ... .
= ™ T Hlon™MU participafed in the bloody HURTGEN FOKESY f{ght snd in
the middle of November 1944 had been shifted to the center of
the VIIXI Corps sstlor the rest and reorganize. (32; At that
time the divisionm needed S400 replavemsnts, It received aboub
3100 in lete November and ceme to within 500 of authorized

strpengbhie (33) The 4th Infantry Division had alss besn badly

T AL, p. TB-T0
30) "5. Pe 341
(31) ‘-1. De ™
32 Pe 77
88 ‘“li. p.
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“mauled In the HURTGEN FOREST fighting end had suffered 7000
casualties, It jolned VIII Corps on 6 December 1944 and was
etill short 1500 infentrymen, (34) The division was in groat
need of rest and reorgenization and training of new replecements,

The Germen ARDENNES offensive of December 1044 wae
Adolph Hitler's last big gemble end possibly his most rash
ones, In the late months of 1944 the German situstion wes ZrFOWe
ing more desperate dally., 7The Russiens were sdveneing from
the enst and thelr pressure on the Gormen lines was constant,
The Allles were slowly moving into position fop attseks through
to the RUINE and on into tho heart of GERMANY, A glent vige,
in the form of a twe front war, was slowly beginning to squeeze
Hitler's Reich to death, He had to find o way to ease this
Efg@quonényrﬁﬁﬁuxgr;n order to galn. tine, . Uitbout. reyre. Sdwme. w o . =
it was obvious that GLRMANY would soon be overrmn, 80, Hitler
searched for end found s week point in the Allied line and
declded to pamble all in order to onse the tremondous Allied

- PEOARANR-ON. . SN0 BOBEIPN  LBORG - LBB) o oo i rmisssomsmmmisms semsiscsss s s 3ms wrsesmss . o

-----

offensive, This same route had been used in 19040 to unloeck the
door to FRANCE and, in 38 days FRANCE fell. (38) He had sesn
1t work once and he ordered it tried agmin, The element of
gembling entered the ploture through Hitler's nae of the laet
vestages of s sirategic reserve available to the German High
Command, If the offensive railed !t was clear, even during

the nlanning aeasoo, that Cermany's fighting dayas ‘would seon
7343 ﬁ, p.
‘SES &05, vWQ

(96) Prersonal knowlecge
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be over, The lack of a strategic reserve would hamstring the
Germans in their efforts bo.plug.gaps end -bo- contain- Addded - -~

L

pressure, Allied superiority in materiel and alr power was
bound o tell and the German line would inevitebly crack,
But Hitler gambled,

His aim was to break through on the American ARDENNES
front, by ueing four armies, and to oross Une WEUSE RIVEK
and eving northwest and take ANTWERP and BRUSSELS, However,
this was only an immediate objective., It might be termed the
first phase, His ultimate objective was to cut off the British
Armies, First Canadisen Army and Second British Army, from their
bases of supply and to force them to evacuste from the continent
of EUROPE, (37) (See Map C)

The plen was Hitler's own brainchild and was developed
by his personal command group, the 0.,K.,W. (38) At the time,
it was generally credited to Von Runstedt by Allied soldiere

and layman, (39) However, Von Runstedt, who was then Commander

e A Atva e 4 ABA
€0 (000 A6 9 Bt AAARENIAS L e i R

in<Chief in the west, wes sotually opposed to the whole idea.(40)
Success of the plan was contingent upon three mein elew
mente, The firet of these was surprise, This entalled the
maseing of the striking forces in 01080 proXimity Q. BHP. ... . oo oo
i;%ﬁENHEa front, »rier %o jumpeoff tluw, This wes a Herculean
taslk in view of Allied air superiority at the time and consider-
ing the usual efficiency of Allied intelligence collecting
agencies, The second requirement for success was thet e bresake
theough hed to be effected, The Germans believed that this

eould e done without too much trouble because the American

(5‘?) ‘06’ Pe 5"5
88) 4«8, p. 274
39) Personal knowledge
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s o =kl i S0 TANURRNES” WA actually an Oxti;;lmiy thin c;ml't.
The third essential was resupply of the penotrating ecolumns,
particularly with fuel, An overall requirement, upon which
Success was contingent, was speed, The Allies had to be
thrown off belance snd their northern foress ringed befope
they could regain thetir balance, Otherwise, divisions might

be peeled off from othen sactors of the Allisd Line, moved to
the threatened area, and eventually contain the penetration
short ol Lts objectives,

Tactically the plan wao s follows, The Pifth and Sixth
Panzer Armmlen, with the S1xth on the rlght, were té attack
tLhrough the ARDENNES, dpive to the MEUSH RIVER, oross 1t
between LIEGE and DINANT, bypaasing LIEGE, and take DBRUSSKELS
and AHTUERP, (41) To the north of the S1xth Panger Armmy, the
Fifteenth Amay, using the relanforced XII 88 Corps was %o

L attack west and foym & wald op hlock, So preteat -Sixth Panzew
Amé.g;.'s right lank, (42) To tho south of the Fifth Panvew
Avny, the Soventh Army wes to sttaeck west and southwest and
8Ct a2 @ bleckling force to protest Fifth Panzer Army's lefd
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ine operstion was to be under the comnand of Field Marshel

liodel, Commsnder of Ammy Group By He in turn was under the
commend of Vleld Mershal Von Runstedt, Commender-in-Chief in
the west, The FAfth Panser Army was under the command af OCewn.
eral Von Manteuffel., It wap to attack on a 30 mile front using
three Corps abreast, (44) (See Mep £) Twe of these Corps were
to be aimed elmost squarely at the 28%h Infantry Division,
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The area thaet the division covered rested sgusrely in
the heart of that region of BELGIUM end LUXEMBOURG known as
the ARDENNES FORESTS, The left flank of the division posie
tion extended into BELGIUK and ncrthsast asross the OUR RIVER

into GERMANY, About fourefifthe of the division front was
ln LUXEKBOURG and ran along the west bank of the OUR RIVER,
(See lMap D) To the rear of the division poeition the CLERF
RIVER flowed from north to south snd the SURE RIVER, floviag
from west Yo omst, joined it behind the divielonta ripht,
The combinetion meandered south and east and flowed Inte the
OUR RIVER just ineide the division's ripght boundary, The OUR
RIVER, along the 28th Division front 15 thse Germen border,

The ARDENNES sector is composed of steep, heavily wooded
L hA13a end deen vevines, It bes nomeront stresme and vivors
end, in general, all ere svift running. Its roed net, by
Americen stenderds, is poor and behind the £8th Divieion the

roads rediate out of two cities, FGHFFALIZ@ﬂﬂﬂﬁ E%ETGGNE.

Hepvy fall rains and winter snows characterize the aree snd
make most of its roade almost impassedble to vehlecular traffiec
during these seasons, These factors of terrain and climate,
plus the apparently paseive Gormen attitude on their side of
the front, cemsed the ARDENNER sector to be regerded gs, and
utilized as, o muiet aveas, (853)

on 18 December 1044 the 28th Infantry Division had all
three of its regiments on the line, (54) The 112th Infantry

Regiment was on the left, IY was the only one of the divi-
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Diviaion line with a Panser and Infantyy Division. 290 the

S G e

acuth XLVII Oorpa Was oppoaite éhn 28¢th D&viaion center

with two panger divisions and one infantry division, The
28%h Division's right was opposite two infantry and one parge
troop dlvislone ol the Fifteenth Army'a blooking force. (45)
DebDay was 18 December 1044. (Loe Map D)

THE 28TH DIVISION SITUATION

on 15 Decamber 1944 the 20th Division was atréﬁoheﬂ as
tight as a fiddle astring along a front about 20 miles, ox-
tending Lfrom tho northeast tip of LUANMBOURG to the area ol
WALLLKDORF at the mouth of the SURL KIVER, (46) It covoered
one of the longeat divislonal fronts in EUROIE. {47) The
Lront was five tlmes the longth of a normel divislion froat
and longer than the fronts of some army Corps. (48)(See iap D)

ihe dlvislon had moved inte its present area Lo relleve
ing vue Sk Infahory BIVIsTon OE 17 < LU Howambes Tudde (duy—mommm
It had been in actlon contiauously sinte July and had L ught
& very hard fight in the HURTGEN FOREST in ecarly November,

pl _to cepbure vho Sais HOLR ~;vrw aa‘m ﬁﬁr* fhm Y

o —
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Corps was now attacking toward, (50) It was *a&by in na@d

of rest and had received 3100 replacements who had to be abe
sorbed into the verious companies through proper treining, (51)
It was still 300 men short of suthorized strength. (52) The
aivieion hed been trausferped to the quict VIII Coxps frent

in kggggqﬁ:watn thojfynnttcc ol utilisiqg:chat grea Lo rest

245 :fi:, Hap Noe @) Aed, Hap Noe B A«l2, p. 1
47) A=LB

48)  A=1B

(49) A=1B

(60) Ae18

{61) A«1ll, pe ©

{82) .\-11, Pe a
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slon's regimenis on the east side of the OUR RIVER, 1Its »ight
flank was on tho OUR RIVIR olo.o to the junction of the FAEBCH,.. S

‘a s L P D
e R R " PR T T L L N M Anaren e don
st e

GERIAN and LUXEIBOURG borders, Its front extended from that
point in an east by north direction for about four miles., (See
Map D) 1Its artillery support consisted of the 220th Field Are
t11lery Battalion attached, (55) The regiment had two of 1%'s
battalion on the line with the lst on the left snd the 34 on
the right, while the 24 Battalion was in reserve, (H()

The 110th Infantry Regiment covered the center of the divie
sion area, It extended for fifteen miles along the west bank
of the OUR RIVER., (57) The regiment had only two of its three
battalions with which to cover this extensive frontege. lhe
2d batbtelion was in division reserve, (58) Therefore, the
regiment used 1ts two remaining battalions to man a serles
of strongpoints, of company size and lees, back from the west
bank of the OUR RIVER, with outposts on the OUR during daylight,

e 80G DBEPOLE. tg.bbe riﬁer at nighﬁ Tho 1st Bat$a11&m WA On
| the left and the 3d was on the rlgnt. Art1¢1ery support cone
slsted of the 108th and 687th Field Artillery Battalion ,

gbteched, The regimental GP was at CLERVAUX, (58) (See Map D)

L ———— v v
v war B

- 7" The Iﬁgﬁﬁmlﬁfhn§?§Mﬁégiﬁan%jﬂﬁi%h“;%auﬁatghj‘ons on the
line, covered thé femaindor of the division front, to the
south, I%s lst Battalion was in regimental reserve at
DIEKIRCH, The regimental CP was at ETTLEBRUCK, (60) The 24
and 3d Battalions were confronted with a similar situation to

that oi the two front line battalions on the 110th Infantry,

(56) A=12, p. 4
57) A«l5
58) A=lE
59) A«lb
60) A‘l&, p. 5
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although they covered a8 msh smaller Irontage, They Lherelove,

established g compareble defensive arrangenent of BLEONEDOLIE S e e

O . -

PR R

outposis and patroll. (61) The regiment had the 107tk Fleld
Artillery Battalion attached, (62) and the 108th I'leld Artile
lery Dattalion &n direct support, (63)

In additian to its infantry and AR dddary. elewents -bho

B L e e R S M Sttt

B

W properdy with what was svaileble, Tua m@%aion Uk w*¢¢ uurpﬂ, L
- T TWITL TN GiroBecsme Uhe missionm of ite aubomizm ta uivi slons,
Was one ol agurossive delense, (66) In &ddiiion, the 28th
Livislon bhed to tradin its new replacements to fit into theip
proper slote within platoon and Company teams, This they did
wherever practlicaeble and within the limits dmposed by elmul.
toneously memning & front line seclior,
(81 2 F R
(6?1 A"lg. Pe -
(64) A’lp. p. 4
{ C\"’ > A"lb . p - 11
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dlvislon had four other babtalions attached, I{ hed the 10y
Engineer Combat Battslion whieh was parcelled out in the

form of pttachments to the three Infantry regimente, (64

“he 447%h AAA Battalion was located near division hesdguarters
&L Wilide 'The other two acdditional batialions Were the CoUth
‘ank Lestroyer Lattelion ena the 707th Tank Batbeiion, boin
0l wiloh were attuoled by ouﬂpﬁniuu Lte Lhe varlous rogluents,
VRO Coupany of eseh, plus the tuo watbad ion heaaquarters, were

Potuined uncer division control, (6L) %Yhe division 0P was

~otated abt ViLlZd, (Ses ap U)

LS 4 L AR A #2800 A

RS mr;-\l.;--i.‘:-aa'-mﬁam};):’riﬁ--ulf*i;ﬁé',? g RIVIalon wadT deployed in zg
Golensive positlon, slong too extonsive a front, and lscking

i cssentisl Ceplh, What hed to Le covered could not DO Covere

coame . T
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The weather on 15 December was cold and damp. Heavy

clouds hung low over the ARDENNES. Fog and mist pormeated the

... atmosphere during early morning and evening hours. This wes .
characteristic of the area and the season and was due to cone
tinue as such until 23 Decembor when a change brought clear
skies. OSnow covered the ground.

On the 15th of December the 28th Infantry Division con=-
ducted its routine dutlies along the quiet ARDENNLES front. It
patrolled; it trained and it watched. One factor had been noted
which might be termed unususl. On the preceeding night sounds
of enemy vehlcular movements hed increased, (67) But no one
was unduly slarmed., The greatest German counteroffensive against

- gombined Britlsh-hmericnn arms, of the entire Warywes wbont o
be launched and no one of the Allled side scemed to know it.
Intelligence officers, as far to the rear as Supreme Headquare
‘tera, were complacently optimistic concerning enemy capabilities.
(68) How suoh a situation could occur, in view.of fhe-elekorate -
;r»untuutiun involved in colilecting and evaluating intelligence
in the Allied mllitary machine, is not readily understandable.
Obviously, eir reconnalssance had also falled, despite Allied
alr superiority. As a result, the 28th Division unsuspectinge
1y manned its line on 15 December and enjoyed its rest in the

"quiet™ sector,

THE FIRST DAY

At 05650 hours on 16 December 1944 the German artillery
EGW A-1Z, p. 1
ba) A"l; po 86"'95 . i R
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opened up along the American VIII Corps front and £he "DAGLL®
of the Bulge” was on., The artillery continued until after

0730 hours and at that time the Germans launched their attack

Infantry was hit hard. Penetrations were made into the pcsi-
tions of both of its front line battallions. (70) The pene=

tretion into the lst Battallon area, on the reygimental left,

reached the kitchens and company CP's in pleces. The pene-
tration was checked and C Company, 103d Englneer Combat Dabe
tallion, counterattacked and restored the MLR except for one
gap between two rifle companies. (71) The penetration into
the 3d Battallon aréa, on the regimental right inflicted
heavy casualties and reached the battallon's rear area. Larly
in the afternoon the 2d Battallion counterattacked through the
badly mauled 3d Battalion and restored the MLR by 1700 hours.
Tt then attached one of its companies to the 3d Battalion, to
counterbalence logses sustained, and returned to the regimental
reserve position. (72) | : “ - o
The 28th Division's center regiment, the 110th was In the
mest vulnerable position of all three regiments. It was covere
ing 15 miles of ffont with only two battallons. The heavy con-
centration of arhillary 1n the early nours of 16 Jecemoer '
played havoc with the regiments wire oommuhications. Shortly
thereafter most strongpoints were under infantry and tenk ate-
tack. Other enemy elements infiltrated between strong points
and reached some of the artillery positions. These were
beaten off by hand to hand fighting. By mid morning communica=
T69) A=11, p. 4,6
(70) A-l4, p. 2

(71) A~l4, p. 1
(72) A~14, p. &
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tions with division were gone. At this point the regimental
commander dispatohed his executive officer to his right bat-
talion to take charge in thet sector. Orders resched the
reglment from division ond Jlrpeobed-bhet-orory Uit aid 1hH-
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atallation was to hold and fight it out at all coste. The
110th Infantry wes & series of strongpoints, all fighting for
thelr llves. The division order pinned them in place and thay
had no reserve with which to strike at the overwhelming horde
of Germans. Both artillery Lattallions were fighting off Gere
man attackers by direct fire. Toward evening the various
strongpoints were begging reginent for more ammunition, by
radlo. As the day ended the regiment was a sorles of isolated
detachment g, stlll holdlng out auelanst tremendous odde, with
Cermaene infiltrating between them. (73)

The 109th Infantry on the division's right fared best
of all three regluments on the opening day of the attmck. When
the Germen artillery consentrationt begsrd ¢rasiing into the
re,imental positions the reserve battallon at DIEXKIRCH was
alorted., At 0820 groups of German Infantry were across the
OUR RIVER and problng for the regimental front line poslitions.
The <d Juttﬁthn, on the Laxt mnved ¢ Compuny, ite #gﬂegyaﬁu B
;§p0 tn9 Ene northesat ar HRAND}bHURhufo shoow an-iniiteraw- - e
tion eround ¥ Company's right flenk., They secured } Compeny's
right flank but E Company, at FOUHREN, was surrounded. At
1425 hours 24 Battaelion reported tc regiment that communicetion
to E Company had falled. The last report rscelived from the
isolated company had been that they were receiving heavy moertar

concentretions and were Lelng attucked by an enemy lorce of
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about bLattalion stren,th. Compaay A of the reserve battalion,

augmented by a platoon of medium tenks from C Company, 707th

Tank Bactalion, was sent to establish contact with E. Comsasnse—
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—RATTENLion is invited at this point to the fact that a company

of infantry and a tenk platoon were being ordered to attack
through a reported enemy battalion to relieve & surrounded
company. The attack failed and A Company, plus tanks, was
stopped south of LONGSDORF, Meanwhile C Company, also of the
reserve battalion, was dispetched to seize BRANDENBﬁRG, slighte
ly to the rear of the 2d Battallon's center and to hold it at
all costs, Cermans who had Infiltrated through to it were
ousted snd the town was secured by 2230 hours. The 3d Rate
talion, on the reyglmentel right, held well nll day in face of
heavy attacke, The only penetration was & minor one, whlph
was contained. (74)

At th end of *he first day the dlvieslon's right end lef't

retimanus were holding their positlons. Both had fought off

repeated penetrations during the day. The 112th Infantry had

committed lts reserve cs & unit in & countersttack and hed

been anﬂf,hk&“). ;ne Ldvnn lniantrv had committed its rsssywe -

e -
. e

| lLiacxmnwl and nad baen only partislly. success&el. One of 1lts

B R

companies was still cut off. In the center regiment's sector
the situation was fluld with the Germans infiltrating through
gope between isolated strongpoints., The eiltustion was cone
sidered serious by division headgquarters. Therefore, the
110th Infantry's 24 Bettalion, which was in divieion reserve,
was relessed to the regiment, except ¢ Company, which was re-

tained in division reserve. The battalion was moved to the
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high ground northeast of CLERVAUX. G Company was moved to the
viclinity of the Division GP at WILTZ. (786) (See lap D) Two
Panzer Divisione, three Infantry Divisions and one Paratroop

Division had been identified on the 28th Diviaiog front dupre

- Mg tHE Tirst day. (76)

At the end of the first day the megnitude of the eneny
attack had manifested itself through the number of divisions
used. Enemy toactlics used were to infiltrate American posi-
tiong, surround our treops and pin them down by all around ate
tack and flow on through the japs between the encircled posie
tlonse. The pattern of the attack did not unfold so early.
UbJectives and eventful directions of attack were not clear.
(77) |

urdng the night of 16-17 December the enemy moved up
mere troops end tanks, under cover of darikness, They sided
these movements through extensive use of flares and sesrche
lj@gtwo {78) The .searchlishts weres cipected skyward and the
refllected 1llumination, w.ich bounced beck earthward off c¢loud

formations, gave them 11;ht 4in which to work., (79)
y b &

Lk SECOND DAY

]

ey
e
e . . e emen v

e s e e PRY 0 -Che morndng T HOURST ST 17 Vetomber The orieny re-
newed his atteck with increased vigore. The buildup during the
night had made him stronger. The attack on the 112th Infan-
try in the north opened with heavy artillery concentrations
at 0600 hours. At 0630 the regiment was hit by a flerce at-

tack by the 860th Volkgrenaedier and 116th Panzer Divisions,.

{ﬂr The en sared to be attempting to circle both flanks.

(76) A-ll, De 5
(77) A-ll, pe 1, 8
(79) A-ﬁ, p. 280

(80} A-1}; p. & , B
. o e e T "‘nw ’a;h WG e d"l' at ~-nm'*tw'~-u-..m'.«
«Umkm apo
L ey e o e GN b T A s S L 5 e v e m%w ‘
Porg et S N T " ‘.“"'M
) T T IR T P PN A S AN R SN o s AT W p W h WL A ay

. RS g i — T —
‘x ey DO A i S . s S T, e -

G RUAEP" I A =

B
SR e e b o e s e
B Sy 0 il i Vb L e

. sa



. TN ooy
e R eI T 50 oI
pr—t B s T T N

B A ¢ S
TSP W WS VIR,

AL G W P
L - L)

Some positiona of the lst Battalion were overrun and B Come
pany wes forced left and pressed sgainst the adjacent 424th
Infantry, 106th Division. A penetration was alsc made in the

center of the 3d Battalion's arci. This ong resoied toe s se—————

P CRITOT TE  ana brought i1t under attack. The pressure on the
regiment wes terrific. Hach battalion had 1tis positions penee
trateds The left one was splite. The reserve 2d I @attalion was
Comulited in & countersttack in the 3d Battellon apes at 1600
bours and it restored the position excspt for smell pockets
of resistunce. Up to this time the regiment hod been unable
to do wmuch sbout the other pernetrallon. By 1600, division
headquarters became so toncerned about the no unding the 112th
Infantry wes reces ving and 1ts precarious posltion that the
Pogiment was ordered So withdraw » under cover of dariness,
to & defensive position on the west bank 01 the OUR KIVER.

The movement commenced et 2200 hours with the 3(& .>Lt :921;;:953““‘
ckeuving TIrste  Deilore ‘dewn the pe, **w:. }m;u-. Crosged the river
and had taken up defensive positions along a line WHISWA) {PACH =

Slbliite  (31) (8ee Map D)

The s:;a}&‘i‘f“..,‘.!%{; ,u l’?’ Jwex::.au iound Lhe 1i0Lh Tnfant T Frefa L Egpen wme

- o v
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ing t W pare of a givainen . through. which-$he- Moty wun T ows
inge The augmented German forces resumed the attack VYeflore
dawne The 24 Pangzer and the 26th Divisions ground away at
the various pockets of reslstance which comprised the regle
mantal front,. Infentry protection could not be supplied to
the two artillery battalions supporting the regiment and the
batteries of these batialions defended themselves with al)

aveilable weepons. In the lst bDattalion area, C Company,
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late in the afternoon of 16 December, had countersttacked ilne
£o the town of MARNACK to assist B Company, who was holding

the town. By morning 17 December both companies were ringed
in town. The reglmental commander ordered his newly returned

2d Battalion (=) to relieve MARNACK and secure that herd -

~sdopn headquarders -in an-evvempt to

PIEEEed towne The battalion tried to do this bhut was hit by

an attack of ebout regimental strength and surrounded northeast
of CLERVAUX. There it was mercilessly pounded Ly intense
artillery, tank end smell arms fire. It withstood numerous
attecks until 1ts ammunition ren out end then its perimeter
collapsed, About sixty men snd officers managed to Infiltrste
thirough the German ring to resch dlvision headquartere st

WILT4, where thoy Jolned its defenders. The 24 Bettallon Wae

g unlt In name only. While all of this was occuring the posie
tions of the l09th Field Artillery Battallon were overrun and

thet orgenlzation ceased to exist es a fighting unit. Divi-
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110%%" ‘)L&irry
ordered D Cowpany, 707th Tank battalion, from the north, whers

it had Just Jolned the 112th Infentry at 1630 the previous

- a7 el st Cvess
. —

slternoon, to attack and relieve MARNACK. The ahtaek t 11
f

Pechnsd 1t was ‘1rccteq abain«t overwhelmin ;y ﬁggﬂvin[,“&nhgf B

and the company wes smashed with a loss of fifteen llght tenks.
(92)

With whet remained of the lst Battallon lsolated in its
strongpoints and the 2d Battallon gone, the enemy soon had the
regimental CP at CLERVAUX under attacke (83) By the evening
of the 17th it was being attacked by ten tenks end  bsttalion
of infentry. (84) By 1930 the enemy had penetrated into the
(BET A-183 A-1Z, p. 43 A<il, Ps O
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town and hed driven the regimental commsnd group to the uppsr

floors of the hotel which was being used as & CP. The Germans
had the ground floor. Colonel Puller, the regimentul C.0.,
designated ESSELBORN as an assembly point and ALLERBORN as

the location for the next CP and directed his staff to attemnt

to Inflltrate through the Cerman lines. "ha gress ernTmYed

the hotel by means of a steel ladder, through a third floor
window to an adjacent cliff, Only the Regimantal Adjutant and
a handful of others got through and aset up & CP at ALLERBORN,
The reglmental C.0, was captured, (85)

Meanwhile on the regimental risht the 3d Battelion was
alro fipghting for 4ts 1ife, An was previously stated, the
regimental executive officer had been sent to the risht sactor
on 16 December to take command there beassnse of the fallure of
commnlcations. e commanded the sector from the 3d Battalion
CP at CONSTHUM. (See Map D)) All three rifle comnonies were
surrounded in strongpointsa. Company B, 1034 fombet Broinesp
dattalion was with K Company. All were mubjected to constant
attacks from daybreak on., The battalion CP at CONBTHUM, de=

fended by the neadguarters personncl plus s battery of +he

.... - - s

“G57th Flel® artiiTery, wits brought under attack earlv in the

'Mdmy. Thig hodgepodge of clerks, cooks, drivers and artillerye

men beat off five amttacks. Raquesta kept pouring in by radio
for ammnition from the beleagured rifle companiea, Attempts
were made to send i1t from CONSTIUM but failed. The nressure
proved too great end finally K Company reported that the en emy
was into the company CP and that they wers smashing thelr

radlo. That was the last heerd from K Company. With them

188) A=1b

ST RRAERIRAEICe

e e
G @ -

e —
ALY B W T £ ABTAC TN :




e B . o .. e P S I Y R

went Company B, 1034 Engineer Combat Battalion. Later I Come
pany waes overrun and flanally L Compeny was swamped. ALl that
was loft by evenling, 17 December, of the 3d Battallon was the
surrounded CP at CONSTHUM. (86)

During the 17th, the 109th Infantry was subjected to
heavy attacks throughout the day. Commencing st 0530 hours

the reglumental positions were subjected to tervific artliliery

e e e RBRAOBE relpd O TEY VTETET al hour. This was followed by
heavy attacks agalnst both front line battalionas. The sttacks

were beaten off, Company A from the reserve battalion augmente

P

ed by tanks from C Company, 707th Taenk Dattslion, again tried

to reach FUEHREN and relieve T Compazny. Agnin they wers stope

.- | b o) “ _ . A, . n &% v .
peds Dy late alternoon énemy gro

Prres g :,\»é‘-rl(,--y.,-‘ ~ oy tn +¥ g
o o e L b A e S s ko

- . oe Wy #1 » 3 - - an & an P ] . 3 . 5 3 o ~ . & §- o~ Wy TRy € o - g
repr and were naresgling the rtillery positicns. This resulbe=
i

L &
ed In hand to hand filghting around the positionse. The reogie=
mental CO declided upon another try to relieve T Company and he

sent P Company of the reserve battallon plus 4 tankse. This

[

attack aiso ralled snd the CO ordersd 1t beled sgnin Lhe nexi
mornings Meanwhlle the situation on the 110th Infentry's right,
vhere strongpoint after strongpoint wes belng overrun, was
veakenlag the 109th Infantry's left. Tbs flenk wus bosoming
axposaie. . [87 ) o i e

The end of the second dgy of the German drive saw the
disintegration of the 28th Diviasion's center, and ita two
flank regiments holding on under terrifie pressure, The wide
gap in the divigion center jeopardized the entire division
position to a degree where 1t was rapidly becoming untenable,

| The elinination of one of its line regiments and the pancity

T86) &-156
(87) A-13, p. 4,8

26

v
!
: TS TORY Sy I S R T T L Lk I g S M e ® Y e e EERYER TR TPR e D R RN TR BIRARGINS R i W v A BN o WA
. . 3 K “ vt wrrg
{M'w‘- LT RIPETY o A BT - A ge e 4O B o

;
Qo W L e e e R ey . G N R e L RN S e R | Gl WA N S D @ e Sl R e D O T

A AT . v st SN O e s S AP i APV My M T
|
1

— PoRpp— pranpr - -~ . A Wiy,




£ o Ry (o T

of divislon reserves presluded decisive division action to
restore the situation at this time.

It 1s obvlious at this time that the hold at all costs
order contributed to the swift eliminetion of the 110th In-
fantry as a fighting regiment. !Had 1t instead beon permitted
to roll with the blow it probably would atill be in action,
in the division center but further to the rear, at thils point,

This, of course, 1s open to conjecture, . i e A+

-y S e
o e N
oo N N e 0 - -

mmwm~““www«uwrBﬂf&ﬁﬁ”ﬁh€wfﬁﬁﬁfégggéémof the day 1t became arparent at

divislon headqusrters that Infiltrsting forces of the enemy

from the 110th Infintry's overrun ares would soon threaten

the CF at WILTZ. Therefore, at 1800 hours, the 44th ¥ngineer

Oombat Battallon was opdered to tale up defensive positions

around the town and defond it. This unit had Jjust Leen ate

tached to the dlvision by VIII Corpe. Thelr fears proved sce

curate when, Iin the late evenlny, & penetruting enemy force

sdvanced to within three kilometers of WILTZ and overran the

“fﬁ‘q"‘”tmﬁ\ b 1“ ""T;"ﬂ“t;’r; "I‘&m:‘ f,‘-sxt'%;.:;v_'i.ior.\.. That hesdquarters

fought a delaying action urtil it was within the WILTZ dee

fenses. (B8) The day closed with division headquarters DPE -

pering to fight for its own.exlstence in snd srovwnd "I T% o .

ff.&.‘i Man 1}“\ e b~ i ¢ o S e L] i A oA m A ] x| e
VIII Corps Headquarters, at BASTOGNE, was alarmed by the

breakthrough which was taking place on the 110th Infantry front

and, therefore, CC "R", 9th Armored Divislion, in Corps reserve

e
r3
3

*

8 0I8 VIBRCEE, was moved out along the BASTOGNE-ST. VITH

g
=4

TTOHWAY vwhere it established two road blocks. One wag abt the
Junctlon of this highway and the WILTZ ROAD and the other was

(98 A-12, P+ 4, ©
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at the highway's funotion with the CLERVAUX ROAD.
Hap D)

(89) (See

THE THYRD DAY

During the early hours of 18 December the 112th Infantry

set up its new line to the west of the OUR RIVLR,

(See hap D)

Heavy pressure, in the form of ettacks from the east and south,

was imwediavely applied by the Oermans. (900) These q?!

@t + MLI ) '

™is 1s

JAXL.

«n‘”""“
continued through & Lhguedgy AT AT Tog 1m~nt held,

. -
|t b A a1

sidered quite a feat in view of the fsect that )

COl e
o SAs AR A A

18 ragimentts

riiht flank was sneohored thin alr. Lote in the

Gay all communicetion with division headquarters falled. oy
ever, nrior to its failure the repiment rocoilved an ordap
witharaw o THULS VIbRon and fight a atiff delsving action
Irom there to BASTOGNE. It imredietely prepared for movenent .

(91) At this point 1t becomes Imperative to point out th t
FIIT Corpe wsnmbed the re;diment to do one I - 218 order

recelved by regiment called for somethling entirely fferent.

The VIII Corps after sction report states that the 28tk Divi

.

nion was directed to *uvu *ne llhth ?ngun Y

P i

ou n of MALQL%IFD with the aim of hiac

establish
roadblock just s g
enemy , who alresdy hed the ridge road to the west of the OUR
RIVER, from proceeding north on that road toward o7, VITH and
BEHU.  (82) However, the order received by regiment, as ine

dlcated by ite after mction report directed that 1t defend and

move rearward from TROIS VIERGES to the nonthwaat towawd
BASTOGNE rather than defend at e point aouth of MALSCHFID

%gninat attack from the south, (#3) The division after sction
2] e

(90) A-11, p. 13
(91) A-14, p. 8
(92) A-1l, p. 15
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Feport is Silent on the subject. At any rate the rogimont
obeyed the order it received and provably never received the
Corps order. (See Map D)

Un the morning of 18 December two pockets of resistance
represented the 110th Infaentry. One w#s at ALLERBORN and the
other was at CONSTHUM. (See Map D) The group et ALLERBORN
conslasted of about 60 survivors {rom the 2d Dattalion, the
remnants of the Reglimental Headquarters and lieadquarters Com-
pany, and stragglers from various other units. It operated
as the Headquarters 110th Infantry and was commanded by Colonel

-~
S P b B

Seely who had just arrived |_from.divietenoBaiaivters for that

g VS
M-—rc««m T A A A

‘purpose. He took command at 030C. (84) With wheat was availe

eble this group set up a defense position east of the town and
the CP was in the town. At CONSTHUM the 3d Battalion CP with
an assortment of survivors of the 3d Battalion, some artillery,
the battalion headquarters personnel, und other odds and ends,
was holding out. The force totaled about 200 and was commande
ed by the Reglmental Executive Ufflicer, Lt. Colonel Stricklar,.
Between the two pockets, and outslde of them, the 110th In=
fantry's fifteen mile front was wide open. Information from
stragplers indicsted that the laolute& compdnjed ui tne l&t |
Battalion had been oveprrun by chis txma. (98)

The CP at ALLERBORN was not in trouble until late after-
noon when a German attack penetrated its defenses and forced
its way into the town. A previously prepared plan of evacua=
tion was put into effect but & heavy fog, combined with the
fall of darkness, induced limited visibility and confusion,

The result was that & great many of the defenders were cap-
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(96) A=-18
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tured, including Colonel Seely. This anticlimax terminated
the activities of the remnants of the command group of the
110th Infaentry a dey after its command had ceased to exist
as a ochesive unit., (96)

On the morning of the 18th the group at CONSTHUM was hit
by 8 heavy Germen attack. They were battered by artillery,
tank and mortar fire. They repelled attack after attack but
the pressure was terrific. Finally they fell back three miles
to KAUTENBACH. There they were hit again and retired to NUCHER,
about two miles to the west. (See Map D) lere they dug in and

Y
e S My R A

division headquartggghQxﬂmnﬁdwtheath"nUTﬁ“ﬁt‘Ié&?%ﬁhntil MOre

A AR T
e S
a——

inge As the day ended this tired hunygry force was awalting the
next German attack. (97) (See Map D)

‘he L8th of December commenced lor the 108th Infantry, on
the division right, with two companies of the reserve lst bBute
tallon poised for renewed attempts to relieve isolated I Come
pany in FOUHREN. Company A trled first and failed. Then b
tried and failed, finally the I & R Platoon got to within 200

vards of I Company's position and learned that the company had

o -

been wiped out, The right battellon was then hit herd.snd.perk ... ..

of 'K Company was wiped out. This left a houle in each of the
line battalion's fronts. The Regimental Commander reported his
situation to division. Division had learned that the €0th
Armored Infantry Regiment of the 9th Armored Division, to the
109th Infantry's right was felling becke. This fact, ccupled
with the holes in the 109th Infantry line, plus the [fact that
its left flank was also exposed, caused division %o order the

regiment to withdraw to the high ground northeast of DIEAIKCH.
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The order was to roll back with the Hth Armored Division. The
mission yiven to the reglment was to deley the enemy advance.
The regiment conducted an orderly withdraswal. It started at
2000 hours, 18 December and was completed by 0200 hours, 19
December. (98) (See Map D)

While the units of the division were being pounded during
the 18th, they were nct aslone in their difficulties. The divi-
sion headquarters at WILTZ was also having a hard time, It
had organized a provisional defense battallion made up of strag-
glers from verlous unlts, plug clerks, cooks, drivers, etc.
This battallon was used to augment the 44th Combat Englneers.
Alsc avallable was the division reconnalssance troop, remnants

e e & A
of the 630th TD DBattalion, _elementimsi ifle “T07th Tank Battal-

B 1?5%:,7‘“51”&%@: of the 687th Fleld Artillery Battallon, and ele~
ments of the 447th AAA Battalion. (99) The force manned a
perimeter arcund the towne. At 1600 hours the town was heavily
attacked, At 1800 hours contact with the Heconnaissence Pla-
toon und elements of the 630th TD Battalion, hoth fighting
north of the town was lost. At the end of the day the force
wags holdlng but was still under attack. (100)

e e e TRO.13ER-CL- Deesmber md soen the dLVisTon's sifustion
continﬁé to deterlorate. Doth of its remaining regiments had
been forced to withdraw. Contact with the 112th Infantry had
been lost. The penetration into the division's center had

been widened and deepened. The headquarters itself was under

attacke This provebly was the division's darkest hour,

m) A‘ﬁ’ po?
(99) A-12, p. By A-15
(100) A-12, pe B
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_of the 424th Infentry in s desire to close that yep gent . an ofe
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THE POURTH DAY

During the early morning hours of 19 December the 112th
Infentry commenced its movement to TROIS VIERGES. It moved to
the vicinity of HULDANGE and at 0600 hours moved out toward
TROIS VIERGES. (See Mep D) At 1800 hours the movement was
completed., It was then hit by en attack from the south which
wes repulsed. Elements of Company B, which had been nushed
left onto the adjacent 424th Infantry earlier in the attack,
rejoined the regiment during the afternoon. (101) At 1745
hours the regiment was attached to the 106th Infantry Livision,
(102) This actlon was taken by Major General Jones of the
ad jacent 106th Infantry Division, on his own initlative.

General Jones knew the predicament the 11l2th Infantry was 1n.

ke a————

AT AT 480 S

He further knew that he chA".h@&egr”ﬁﬁhure'hiq nwn right llaﬁk

S s v < A
e st -

by addinb the regiment to his commend. Further, the regiment
could not go on indefinitely fighting as en independent unit.
It needed supplies badly. At this time a ap existed between
the 112th Infantry and the 424th Infantry to ltes left, brought

about by the retrograde movement of the 11Zth Infantry. The C.0,.

- e AN

ficer who located the . ll2th Infantry CP at HULDANGE with ite

line units to the south of that town. When General Jones, in
8T. VITH, was informed, he attached the regiment and informed
VIII Corps. They approved his action. (103) This gave the
112th Infantry the opportunity to anchor its left flank on to
a larger force, the force defending 8T. VITH, and would allow
it to swing back with thet force, if necessary. It also placed
it under a higher command, whereas, it had been without com-

TIOL) ~A<14, 5. €,3
(102) A-14, pe 2,3
105) A~ 4 186
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munication with the 28th Division since the previous after~
o ~ e SR -6y the E8th Divislion was reduced to one effective
infantry regiment, the 1l0®th.

In the 28th Division center, on the morning of 19 Decem=
ber, the group at NOCHER and the division CP end 1ts defenses
att WILTZ repreasented the total division effort in the sector.
Pressure developed early at NOCHER so the Executive Officer
of the 110th Infantry, in command there, went to the division
CP for orders. At the CP Genersl Cota, Commending General
28th Division pleced him (Lt. Col. Strickler) in command of
the WILIZ defenses. ile was informed that the CP was about to
move to SIBRET, Just south of BASTOGNE, and that the WILTZ
defenders would nold untll laster in the day and would move
back when so ordered. Due to increased pressure on NOCHER,
Lt Col. Strickler ordered the remnants of the 3d Battalion

o -
(e E————

of the 110th Infantry there, now numberin -&bolt 260, to with-

-
e Y————" -

drew to WILTZ. This they did under fire. They took up de=~
fensive positions southwest of WILTZ, within its perimeter
defense. The dlvision CP moved out and pgot away, but the
town's dafendqr& were rapldly ringed and attucked from all

RRIT Do

" directidne. ‘The perimeter was gradually decrewsed in size by

e PR

attacks from all directions. By late evening fighting was in
progress in the streets of WILTZ. Communication with divi-
sion at SIBRET had falled so Lt. Col. Strickler ordered hie
subordinate commanders t¢ take thelr groups, break them up,
and strike out on foot for friendly territory. This they did
ahd WILTZ feil to the Girmuna. However, the small American

force at WILTZ, although hastily organized, pinned down super=-
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ior Germen forces and delayed the enemy advance, through

thelr teneacious defense of the town and 1tn roadnot.h (104 )

O B0 RN R S R T

S—— “Un the morning ‘of 19 Docamber tho 109th Infantry was dig-
ging in on the high ground northeast of DIEXIRCH. TIts right
flank was tled in with the 9th Armored Diviaion and ite loft
flank wes exposed, During the morning a heavy attack was
launched against the 3d Battalion. It was repulsed and the
battalion took 80 prisoners end killed or wounded 300 Germans,
At 1400 hours both the 2d and 3d Battelions were hit herd in
an ettack which lasted £ hours. The attack was repulsed. The
dsy closed with the receipt of an order to fall back again,
The rsason for it wes that the Uth Armored Division on the
right wes swinging back like a cate with its right flank
anchored and the 112th Infantry had become the prolongation,
to the left, of that yate. A retrograde movement was necese
8ary to secure the 9th Armored Diviqjon's left flenk and to
protect the llnth Infantry's own right flank. The new line was
to be an east-west line extending from Just south of ETTELBRUCK
as far west as GROSBOUS, (105) (See Map D)

The fouth aay of the German drive closed with the Adtﬂ

I Jivision u? at smm«:r, _preparing te. defend it SALE Ldh xpmall -~ -

mekesnift force, and located over 20 miles from its one re-

meining infantry regiment, which was defending the flank of
an adjacent unit,.

20 10 26 DECEMBER 1944

On 20 Decembher, the fifth day of the German attack the
109th Infentry completed its move to its new line by 0400

0 -iBy B : A-II:>g. 17
(106) A=~13, pe. 63 A=-1l, p. 1
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hourse All three battalions were established on the line.

The 2d battalion tied 1n with the left flank of QO "A",  Qth. .

L DR e e
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"Armored Diviaion. at LRM&DORF and extended west, The lst Bate
talion was next in line on the high ground south of ETTELBRUCK.
The 3d Battalion was strung on out to the left in three towns,
with e company plue heevy wespone in esche I Company was at
FEULEN, X Company was at MERZIG and L Compeny was GROSBOUS,.
(See Map D) The regiment spent the day preparing defensivs
positions. During the day the enamy probed with patrols but
did not stivacke EKarly in Lhe evening the regiment was Ate
tached to the 9th Armored Division. (106) This sction was
brought about by a reorganizsation of Allled forces and a ree
grouping within Third Army. At noon on 20 December & new
boundsary betwesn First and Third Armies, which alsc served as
the dividing line betwsen XTI Army Group in the south and ¥XI
Army Group in the north was establishéd. It ren sast and w&at
through HOUFFALIZI . (See lap D) VIII Corps became nart of
Third Army and lost its units north of the new line to XVIII
Alrborne Corps. Third Army then moved IIT Corps to ARLON and

the dﬂvidin& linm batwaan it &nd VIII uorpa wam fixad aa Lha B

o Lowa o -y e

ARLUN-BH°TQ Nh hI&hWAV which rung north and eouth. The 108th
Infantry was on the III Corps side of this new boundary,
therefore, it was attached to the 9th Armored Division which
had also just become part of III Corps. (107) (See Map D)
Thus the 28th Division lost its last effective regiment and
was reduced to command of the battered remnants at SIBRET.
The boundary changes and regrouping did not affect ﬁhe 28th
Division in regard to its being under the commend of VIII

mf A‘n. Pe E ,
(107) A-11, p. 18
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Corpsa,.

Meanwhile, on 20 December, the division CP at SIBRET

e e £O0ANMGA_O have A rough time. About 150 men from various. ...
units plus the headquarters personnel manned & road block Jjust
cutside of town. At 1000 hours they were attacked, Their
position rapidly became untenable and they withdrew to the
southwest, to VAUX LES ROSIERES. (See Map D) Here they
established two road blocks northwest of the town, DBy this
time the force had swelled to 500 men Lhrough the addition of
stregglers from an assortment of units. The new men were ree
armed during the afternoon, with avails ble weapons, and they
menned the second roadblock. The day ended with the defenders
of both blocks waiting for the expected Cermun attack. (108)
It did not mpterialize during 21 December snd the defenders
got their first ni hte sleep in s8ix nights. The Germans struck
early on 22 December and plans were made for evasuation to
NEUFCHATEAU, abnuﬁ six miles to the southwest., The German ate
tack was overwhelming and the CP evacuated to NEUFCHATEAU.

The defending force followed shortly thereafter. The defenders
“had Torfied & perimeter-defensive peslilon.arnund _the. town by .
night. (109) Neanwhile, the VIII Corps CP at BASTOUAE, Hed

dieplaced to FLORENVILLE on the previous evening. The 10lst

Alrborne Division had arrived in BASTOGNE on the night of 18

December and by now was surrounded and isolated in and around

the town,

On 23 December the 28th Division, consisting of stragglers
from at least fifteen different units, plus about 500 men from
the 110th Infantry, was given the mission of setting up e ree-

0 ; A=11, pe 20

109) A=-18, Exhibit D
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connaissance screen from NEUFCHATEAU to LIBRAMONT. (110)
{See Map D)} The 7Tth Tank Deatroyer Group patrolled left or
north from there, This patrolling activity, plue reorganizae
e e £ 40R QL-tBA foRie-avatiubiv,vovnpted  WE GTVIEIonTE Eime T
through the 26th of December, By this time the Cerman eflorts
in the ares were concenbrated on cracking the defenses ol the
101lst Airborne Division in BASTOGNE. The main Germe&n efforts
were directed to the northwest, as planned, and on containing
Third Army attacks from the south.

The £8th Divislion cannot be considered successful in its
operations for the perlod 15 « 26 December. To be so0 con-
sldered 1t would have had to have stopped the German attack
and goenerally held 1ts positions. This was not gccnmpliﬁhed.
However, the dlvision did make & large contribution to the
eventual contalnment of the penetration and In so dolng sdded
more lustre to an slready glowing record. The division's
tenacity in the face of an overwhelming fliood of enemy Iine
flicted heavy damage, tled down thiousands of German troaps
who might well have beern utilized sgelinst other Amerloan unlits,

e e e gt delayed She German edvancew- By dedapdng - e -advenc oy LR o« -
was gilned by'aur forces which permitted units from other
sectors and from the rear aress to move into position and stop
the advence. Had these units not been gilven sufficlent time
to get Iinto blocking positions and check the German rush the
resulte could heve proven disasterous for our armies, and for

our Allies.

TI10) A<IT, p. 24
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ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

le IHE FAILURE OF AMERICAN INTELLIGENCE

The series of sensstional victories achieved by our

forces from the NORMANDY EEACHES to the Weat Wall appear to___.. e e

. e A ST B T AR

e A

B LR

= iB Ve produced & marked effect on the evaluation of our ine
telligence egtimators. From front to rear they apnpesr to have
been imbued with an erroneous optimism whiech anparently hame
pered their ability to properly evaluate information. They
did not know thet the ARDENNES offensive was coming. They did
not know its scope, objectives or purnose until 1t was well
under waye The (G-2's at such high levels as Army, Group snd
Supreme headquarters appsrently dild not belileve the Cermans
capsble of mustering a striking force of the size of the one
wnich rumbled through the ARDENNES front on 16 December., This
thinking resulted in improper evaluation of those scraps of
informstion which were jathered. It also resultad in the bige
gest surprise since PhaRi HARBOR., Stotements of prisoners of

war, captured documents and increased motor movement noises

3

were dlscounted. In additicn, although four Caman armles were

-

.

e

e e Asclheved--inte position -for-the-atdaclyy along with-the acsompanye- -~

ing logistical bulldup, our alr reconnalssance did not ﬁnéavar
the preparsetions. Thisg, in epite of the fact that alr supere

fority was ours.

©e QHL GERMAN SURPHRISE

The first important requisite which the Cermans had to
ensure - for the ARDENNES drive was surprise. Had the Americsans

lssrned of the (German bulldup and deduced 1ts intent the operas

f
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tion would probably have falled before it started. FEven with
surprise the penetration was finally contained and eventually
crushed., Therefore, it is logical to conclude that had the

element of surprise been lost in the buildup stage the offene-

eive would have failed in ita'aarly stages,

AR S AN B A 095 SN 3T 8 TR A P R
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e i TR T LT BVERSHE BT ders un the miraculous. In

spite of Allied air superiority and normeily efficient £Allled
intelligence agencies the UGermans effected the required bullde
up and launched the attack with a minlmum of leaks. The sur-
prise was s0 complete that American front line units were
reeling under the impact of the attack berore their hnigher

echelons knew an attack was on or forthcoming,

3 "Iy NOVITVLARITAL ' T A ¢ NTEEY
i i |83} L Y 2 2 I
W Afiss LA L LWNDLLL) L VN A

On 16 December the 28th Division manned & frontline

about 26 miles longe. Its center regiment had lost one bate

_ talion to division reserve and, thus, had only two battalions

with which to hold sbout 156 of the 25 miles of front. This

is a flagrant violation of the vrecepts set forth in military

manuals concerning defensive frontages. It conclusively

aubstantistes the wisdom of the military manuals' concepts
of defensive frontages. The 28th Division front was too long

to be held by one division against a strong attack. The 110th

Infantry was forced to adopt a defensive position conaisting

mainly of & series of strongpoints, Mutual support wss not

and could not be maintained, Defense Iin depth was sacrificed,

The result was inevitable agalinst an attack in force. The

strongpoints were isolated and eliminated. The division

center was aplit wide open and a German breskthrough made pos=-
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ious strongpoints, which proves that the division's front was
not cracked because of a lack of the will to fight. Rather,

it was broken because of its own overextended condition and

the welght of the German onalaught., The 28th Division's operae

tions during this period make it obvious that a front, which

oo —gtldey THL S ‘Happened 10 spite of a flerce defsnse by the vare

o oy -
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et i Lo @GO LU SOINT where almable gaps exist betweon posie

Ve

tions and mutual support cannot be maintained, will be rupture
27 b » }

ed by a heavy attack,

4o DEFENSE IN DEPTH

In addition to i1ts overextended condition the 4ivision

center dld have any semblence of defenae in depth, This was

o contributing factor te the cracking of the divislon frant,.

4

)

The center was only & thin crust. Prom 1ts lowest basic unita
1t lacked supports and reserves. In the 110th Infantry sector,
battalion buacked the two on the line as a regimental reserve
when the attack struck, In turn no regiment wes aveilleble bee
hind the line regiments as a division reserve. Consoquently

vhen the thin cruat wes broken the sneny flood flowed reare

........... -

werd with practically Ebtﬁiﬁgﬁibtwéén ;tla;ﬁ the division vear
coundary but supporting artillery and headquarters units, with
thelr defenses. The only hope the division could have to stop
an enemy penetration after its line was broken was to halt it
in reserve positions, Lacking reserves and therefore depth,
the diviclon was powsrless and could not check the penstration,
It could only offer that resistance put up by the division,
110th Infantry and 3d Battalion, 110th Infantry, CP's,.
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Be  ZHE VKUVE OF HASTILY ORGANIZED XORCES IN A BREAKTHROUGH

When the Germeans overran the division center, hundreds
of American stragglers sifted through their advancing columns
to fight them again at various places in the rear. These

Birayslers were gethered up and orgenized inte defensive forces

by varlous members of the division. They fought. hhe. sdraasge =" """"" -

-
" o e
Wi wS P ke e v ]~

e e Lo w8 CTOHE and when overrun agaln drlifted rearward to

man other poaltions and fight againe. The fact that they could
be gathered up and organised to a point where thoy could offer
reslstance 1g a tribute tc the ability of their leaders. Such
forces had definite value. They delayed the enemy advance when
time was vital o other Amerlcan units racing towards the
scense Thoy pinned down many times their own munber of enewy
troope preventing thoese from beiny used against other Americans,
They infllcted damage and casualtles. They enabled the 23th
lvision Headguartera to contlnue to exist and function throughe
out the battle. From 23 to 26 December they constituted the
maln portlons of a security screen which the division waa

called upon to provide. These forces, by

o o

‘us thelr valuee In the future, any American forces in & simi-

Lar slivacion, should endeavor to emulate them,

Oe &%UNCHIHG OF A COUNTERATTACK WITHOUT INFURMATION OF s
LPPOS ON

The &d battalion, 110th Infantry wes ordered to relieve
MARNACK upon its return to regimental control. At that time
the situation in the regiment's area was fluid. Information
was laocking on such essentisl olements ae enemy strength
eround MARNACK and enewmy strength in the entire let battalion

their example, tench
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area., Hence, the order to attack and reiieve MARNACK was, in
effect, an order to counterattack against an enemy of undetere
mined strength. 8uch a decision can, and in this case did,
result in the elimination of the counterattacking force. The
24 Battalion waa ringed by s auperior force and wiped out,
There 1a little doubt present that, in view of the regiment's
and division's desperate plight at the time, it counld have boen

T

put to better use, It 1a belleved thet the wWEtick should not

" i e
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Hive been ordered without more assurance of success. Under
more normal circumstences in the defense, counterattacks are
withheld until penetrstions are checked. Even then they are
not advised unless the counterattacking force is of sufficient
strength to assgure at least & fair chance of success., In this
particular instance the chances of success could not have been

known beceuse the locetlon as well as the enemy strength wae

uncertain, Therefore, the counteratraok reduoes 1teelfl to that .

“Which 1t actually waa, a zamble in which even the odds wers

unknown

Teo PANURMEAL UUMMLLTBENE OF RESERVID BY [hl 103 '11 Li\ib&diﬁl

hhev E Compeny of the 100th Infantry was isolated in
FUBHAREN the regimental commender attempted to relieve it. He
had the lst Battalion in reserve at DIEKUCH, plus elements of
the 707th Tank Battalion aveilable for ths mlssion. He utilige
ed A Company plua some tanks for the operation and falled,
Then he tried B Compuny with some tanks. Agaln he falled.
Elements of hls reconnaissance troop eventually got close

enough to see that E Company had been overrun. The weakness

of the regimental commander's action was that he cohmitted his
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reserve nlecamenl . xﬁwezfentywhawmant & boy Ly de a man's job.
He obviously was concerned about the rqmaindar}of his line and
must heve been afrald that his reserve would be needed else-
where. 80 he split it., Had he committed the ertire battalion
as & unit, his chances of relleving E Company would have ine
creased threefold and perhaps much more. The ent result wee

E Company waas wiped out,
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.n.~n-nhvmwiﬂ@sitfgﬁﬁﬁﬁ"Ef?iggrs. at all levels, should evaluate
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each sorap of avallsble Inteliigence with an open mind and
without preconceived ideas of enemy capabilities,

Ze Tactical surprise can be achieved in warfare under the
most difficult of circumstances, if sufficlent effort ia forthe
coming to achieve it,

3.V A twenty«five mile front cennot be Leld by one divie
sion spalnst a strong attadck,

4, Defense in depth is one of the prime requisites of

aucceasful defense,
] e In cases where units are ovsrrun by &n enemy sdvances,
Eéetily'bruﬁnizéd gbouéé of at}agglaréﬂagﬁ céﬁtiﬁﬁﬁﬁé m5}95551;M -
J%g towards slowing the enemy advance,

€+ Counterattacks should not be launched without suffie

cient esvidencs of assurance of succese.

7« Whenever possible reserves should be committed ine

tact rather than piecemeal.
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