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By Mr. PHILLIPS: Papers to. accompany House bill granting 
an increase of pension to De Witt C. Ayres, of Company I, One 
hundred and second Pennsylvania Volunteers-to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. QUIGG: Paper to accompany Honse bill for the relief 
()f James Eagan, of Company G, Tenth New York Infantry Vol
unteers-to the Committee on J.\.Iilitary Affairs. 

By Mr. SKINNER: Petition of the heirs of Elizabeth Gatling, 
deceased, late of Gates County, N.C., praying reference of her 
war claim to the Court of Claims under the Bowman Act-to the 
Committee on War Claims. 

Also, petition of the heirs of Liddia Ha-slett, deceased, of Gates 
Conn ty, N. C., praying that her war claim be referred to the Court 
of Claims under the Bowman Act-to the Committee on War 
Claims. 

Also, petition of the heirs of Thomas M. Wiggins, decea-sed, late 
of Pitt County, N.C., praying reference of his war claim to tha 
Court of Claims under the Bowman Act-to the Committee on 
War Claims. 

By 1\fr. SHUFORD: Petition of the heirs of Jacob Sheek, de
ceased, late of Davie County, N.C., praying reference of his war 
claim to the Court of Claims under the Bowman Act-to the Com
mittee on War Claims. 

By Mr. WELLINGTON: Paper to accompany House bill for the 
relief of David C. Winebrenm:-to the Committee on War Claims. 

SENATE. 
FRIDAY, January 29, 1897. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. MILBURN, D. D. 
The Secretary proceeded to read the Journal of yeBterday's pro

ceedings, when, on motion of Mr. HoAR, and by unanimoUB con
sent, the furthm: reading was dispeUBed with. 

CREDENTI.A.LS. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT presented the credentials of William E. 

Mason, chosen by the legislature of illinois a Senator from that 
State for the term beginning March4, 1897; which were read, and 
ordered to be filed. 

1\Ir. HA WLEY.presented the credentials of ORVILLE H. PLATT, 
chosen by the legislature of Connecticut a Senator from that 
State for the term beginning March4, 1897; which were read, and 
ordered to be filed. 

AJ.'ffiUA.L REPORT OF THE BE.LT RAILWAY COMPANY. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the annual re

port of the Belt Railway Company of the District o:f Columbia; 
which was referred to the Committee. on the District of Colum
bia, and ordered to be printed. 

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDA. Y. 
Mr. HALE. I move that when the Senate adjourn to-day it b& 

to meet on Monday next. -
Mr. NELSON. On that I call for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordeTed; and the Secretary proceeded 

to call the roll. 
Mr. GE.A..R (when his name. was called). I am paired with the 

Senator from Georgia [Mr. GoRDONl. 
The roll call having been concluded, the result wa-s announced

yeas 40, nays 12; as follows: 

Allen, 
Bacon, 
Baker, 
Bate, 
Berry, 
Blackburn, 
Blanchard,_ 
Brown, 
Caffery, 
Call, 

Allison, 
Ca.Ineron, 
Cannon, 

Carter, 
Chandler, 
Chilton, 
Cockrell, 
Cullom, 
Faulkner, 
Frye, 
Galli~er, 
Gibson, 
·Gorman, 

Clark, 
Davis, 
Hawley, 

YEAS-4.0. 
Gray, 
Hale, 
Jones, Ark. 
Lindsay, 
McMillan, 
Mills, 
Mitchell. Wis. 
Morrill, 
Murphy, 
Platt, 

NAYs-12. 
Hoar, 
McBride, 
Nelson, 

NOT VOTING----m. 
Aldrich, Hansbrough, 
Brice, Harris, 
Burrows, Hill 
Butler, Irby, 
Daniel, Jones, Nev. 
Dubois, Kyle, 
Elkins, Lodge, 
Gear, Mantle, 
George, Martin, 
Gordon, Mitchell, Oreg. 

So the motion was agreed to. 

Morgan, 
Palmer, 
Pasco, 
Perkins, 
Pritchard, 
Pugh, 
Quay, 
Shoup, 
Squire, 
Teller, 

PETITIO~-s AND MEMORIALS. 

Proctor, 
Roach, 
SeweU, 
Smith, 
Stewart, 
Thurston, 
Turpie, 
Vilas, 
Wetmore, 
Wilson. 

Peffer, 
Pettigrew, 
ShermruL 

Ti.l.lma.n, 
Vest, 
Voorhees. 
Walthall, 
Warren, 
White. 
Wolcott. 

The- VICE-PRESIDENT presented a joint resolution of the Je~
islatnre of Wyoming, praying for the examination and classifica.-

tion of mineral landB within tbe railroad land grants in that 
State; which was referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and. 
ordered to be printed in the RECORD, as follows: 

STATE OF WYO:uiNG, OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STA..TE. 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA., State of TVyoming, ss: 
I, Charleer W. Burdick~ secretary of state of the State of Wyoming, do 

hereby certify that the annexed is a full, true, and correct copy of joint res
olution No.1, house of representatives, passed by the fourth legislature ot 
the State of Wyoming. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the grea.1; 
seal of th(:} State of W~oming. · 

Done at Cheyenne, the capital, thls 25th day of Jannary,A. D . 1897. 
[SE.AL.] CHARLES W. BURDICK, 

Secretary of State. 
(Fourth legislature of the State of Wyoming.) Enrolled joint resolution 

No. 1, house of representatives, State of Wyommg. 
Be il resolved by the senate and house of representatives of the State of. 

Wyoming, That the Congress of the United States be memoriaJized as fol .. 
lows~ 

Whereas there is now pending before the Congress of the United States tf 
measure known as the " California mineral lands bill," which has for its 
object the examination and classification of mineral lands within the rail. 
road land grants in the State of California, and, as amended in the Senate, to 
include like lands in the State of Oregon;. and 

Whereas the. State. of Wyoming is situated under like circumstances, hav
ing IB.rge areas of-mountainous lands within the Union Pacific Railroad laud 
grant known to be mineral in character, and is entitled to the same consid~ 
eration: 

Be it therefore resolved, That we are desirous of securing legislation of lik& 
character for the State of Wyoming, and we here by instruct our Senators and 
request our Representative in Congress to use all honorable means to secure 
the passag_e of the California mineral lands bill so amended as to include the 
State of Wyoming within its operation; and, •. 

Be it further resolved, That hls excellency the ~overnor of the State of 
Wyoming be, and he is-hereby, requested to transnnt to each of our Senators 
and to our Representative in Congress, to the President of the United States,. 
and to the Senate and Honse of Representatives of the United States a copy 
of these resolutions. 

Approved January 22, A. D. 1897. 

GEORGE E. ABBOTT, 
President of the Senate:. 

A. D. KELLEY, 
Speaker of the House. 

WILLIAM A. RICHARDS, 
Goven.,or. 

:M:r. HEWELL presented the petition of the president and pro· 
fessors of Princeton University, New .Jersey, and of the professors 
of the Princeton Theological Seminary, New Jersey, praying for 
the ratification of the pending arbitration treaty with Great 
Britain; which was refel'l'ed to the Committee on Foreign Rela
tions, and ordered to be printed in the RECORD, with the names, 
as follows: 
To the Senate of the United States: 

The undersigned respectfully represent that they, in common with great· 
numbers of their fellow-citizens in all parts of our country, are extremely 
solicitous that the treaty of arbitr~ion between the United States and Great 
Britain, which is now before the 'Senate, should be promptly ratified, and 
they earnestly request the honorable Senators from this State to do all in 
thmr power to bring about this result. Enlightened and Christian na.tions 
surely can and should settle their disputes by an appeal to reason instead of 
force, by a ref.erence to duly authorized and properly constituted tribunals~ 
Particularly these two great nations, bound to~ether by such innumerable 
ties, should set the example to the world of proTiding for the peaceful a.djust· 
ment of every controversy, and making the horrible arbitrament of war for
ever impossible between them. The provisions of the proposed treaty seem 
to us eminently judicious and wise; and we sincerely hope that no hesitation 

' about minor ummportant details which may be modified hereafter, if ex· 
perience shah show it to be desirable, may unduly delay its ratification, and 
thus jeopard the establishment of the great principle involved. 

W. Henry Green Wm. M. Paxton, Benj. B. Warfield, George T. 
Purves, John De Witt; W. Bt·enton Greene, jr .• Geerhardas Vos, 
Chalmers Martin. professors of Princeton Theological Semi
nary; Francis J. Patten, president of Princeton University; 
James 0. Murray, dean of Princeton University; John T. Duf
field, professor of mathematics; Charles W. Shields, professor 
of harmony of science and revealed religion; Henry Clay Cam
eron, -professor of Greek (provided it is amended); Wm. A. 
Packard, professor of Latin; S. R. Winans, professor of Greek; 
H. B. Cornwall, professor of chemistry· W. M. Daniels, professor 
of political economy; John Grier Hibben, professor of logic;
Henry B. Fine, professor of mathematics; Woodrow Wilson 
professor of _jru·isprndence; Andrew F. West, professor ;;t 
Latin; Jesse Benedict Carter, J . Mark Baldwin, William Lib
bey, John M. Brooks, Edmund T. Robbins, L. W.McCay, Her
bert F. Sill, ffiric Dahlgren, George !fadorkie, S. Stanhope 
Orris, J. S. Schanck., Geo. M. Priest, H. D. Thompson, C. F. 
W. McClure, Howara C. Warren, Alexander T. Ormond, J. 
Forsyth Crawford,. J. H. Westcott, Theo. W . Hnnt, W. F. 
:Magie, C. H. Hinton, W. B. Harris.J. Chas. McMillan, W. B. 
Scott~,...H. F. Coving-ton, C. A. Young, Taylor Reed, F. A.-Water· 
man, ~·rederic C.-r:L'orrey, H. 0. 0. Huss, Walter M. Hankin, 
Edwin S. Lewis, Willlil.m K. Prentice, Willard Humphreys, 
C. G. Rockwood, jr., Geo.M. Harper, H. S. S. Smith. 

Mr. CAl\IERON. I present a petition signed by a number of 
the most prominent citizenB of Philadelphia, praying for the 
prompt ratification of the pending arbitration treaty with Grea~ 
Britain. I ask unanimoUB conBent that the petition be printed in 
the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the petition was referred to the Com• 
mittee on Foreign Relations, and ordered to be printed in tha 
RECORD, wit~ the names, as follows: 
To the honorable the Senate of the United States: 

The undersigned citizens of Philadelphia desire respectfully to convey to 
your honorable body the universal prayer of the community for th~ prompt 
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1·atification of the treaty with Great Britain provid:in~for the arbitrati~n of 
international questionS when not settled by the ordillary process of diplo· 

~3fias long ~en the loftiest distinction of our race tp~t.it has J:>een.f~re
most in emanCipating man from the shackles of tradition and ill leadin-g 
hiin- to· a higher plane of thought and action. To u~ the less fortunate 
nations habitually look as the pioneers of progress, openillg the path through 
which humanity can rise from the darkness and. errol'S of the past to the 
destiny of a brighter future. In this progress there have been few steps 
more pregnant with possible good than_ the measure now before- you. This 
is evidenced no less in the acclaim with which it has been welcomed by 
European populations, groaning un~er ~he bur~ens of militf.~o!ism, than by 
the hostility of the organs of that militansm, which deprecate-It as a shrewd 
move by the English·SJleaking-peoplesinanattemptto obtain the.supr~macy 
of the world. It is not for us to deny that the more th13 world IS subJecte<l: 
to such influence the happier it will be for mankind, and it is only two 
nations, ea-Ch in its own way serenely consciou..c; ~f unconquerable s~rength, 
that can afford to set so nobl~ an exam-ple to their overburdened n~Igh"J;lors. 

The objections urged against the treaty. that it would expose us to diSad
vantage in various questions calling for settlement in the n:ear future-, ;v:ould 
appear to the undel>signed to be groundless. The measure IS only tentative
'linrited in its period and scope. It does not preclude the possibility of wa;r 
when national sovereigntv o:r national honor is involved, bu.t it prescribes 
d.elays which ad.mit o~ tlie subsidence of ~si?n and th~ .exerCISe of rea
son. This offers a special advantage to a nation like ours, w~ch refuses to be 
burdened with enormous permanent armaments, and which thus esca-pes 
the ~ril of attack while unprepaired,. Moreove-x:,. it rednoes to a ~;inimu.m 
the ID.iluenoe of. one of the most fertile sources of illternationa.l collision-the 
wounded vanity of' statesmen worsted in. diplomati{} encounter and prompt 
to cover their failures by an appeal to the sensitiveness of national pride. 

Representing aswedo a ~reat;.industrialcommunity, we maybe permitted 
to. urge upon. you. that the rmmedia.te material advantage·to resultflromrati
fication. would alone jus~ify your early favorable- action. In thisinfl:ustrial 
age the> interests of soCiety are so vast ami complex, and the suft'enn&" en
tailed by any derangement of the machinery of trade and commerce IS so 
widespread and severe, that the averting of· sudden war panics would. in 
itself be an incalculable gain to the nation. Nor are such motives to be stig.
matized as mercenary, for industrial proSJlerity signifies happiness and com
fort to the m.ass of the population, wlille industrial distress brings want and 
misery. It is t.he duty of tbe highest statesmanship to guard ~he materi!ll 
interests of the people, and the people can be trusted at a.ll times and ill 
every emergency to vindicate the national honor. 

For these and other reasons which will suggest themselves to you, the under
signed venture to express. the ho~e that a tan. early day you. will in.your wis
dom set the seal of your approbation on a measure so beneficient in its purpose 
and ~o stimulating to the moral sense of m~_nd. You wil~ thushmoreoy.er, 
lead the way to fur1iher arrangements of a sumlar nature With ot er natiOns 
who are awaiting your action prior to opening negotiations for the purpose~ 
ReSJlonsibility so great has rarely fallen to the lot of legislatm·s, for in your 
hands now rests the decision whether the United States shall stand forth as 
the apostle of peace in a distracted world. 

Charles. C~ Harrison; George F. Edmn.n.ds, of Vermont; William 
Butler, James P. Sterrett, Henry Green, Henry W. Williams, 
J. B. McCollisou, James T. Mitchell. John Dean, D. Newlin 
Fell; Michael Arnold, resident judge common pleas No. 4.; 
Char. les N. Audenriet_h)udge common pleas No.4~ James Guy 
Gordon, Peter A. B. widener, W. L. Elkins, Thomas McKean, 
S. Weir Mitchell. John H. Converse, Samuel DicksonJ.-.W. W. 
Frazier, Clayton :McMichael, John Bach McMaster, william 
Peppery, 0. W. Whitaker, John G. Johnson, Henry C. Lea; 
Charles F. W!l,rwick, mayor; T. K. Finletter, resident ju·d.g.e 
common pleas No.3; Joseph C. Ferguson, William B. Ha.nna, 
W. N. Ashman, Robert N. WillBon, 1\l. R. Thayer; Charles B. 
McMichael, judge common pleas No. 3; F. Amedee Bregy, 
Clement B. Penrose, John C. Bullitt, Thomas Dolan, Charles 
W. Trotte:ri B. B. Comegys, George C. Thoma.s, E. T. States
bury. Char es Platt, Charlemagne Tower, jr., William White 
Wilt bank, Richard C. Dale, Hampton L. Corson, J. G. Rosen
garten, Arthur B. Meigs, John B. Ges!, Sam. R. Trip ley, George 
Wharton Pepper George K. Fisher, John Cad walader, George 
W. Childs Drexel, Tem.pleton S. Hutchinson., William Sellers, 
F. Fraley, Thomas Learning, Craig LipJ?incott, W. :M:. Mc
Vicker, Robert M. Lewis. L. Clarke Davis, Richard Wood._ 
Andrew Wheeler A. J. Cassatt, I. M. DaCosta, Charles A. 
Brinley, Fl"ank Thomson., George Proctor Bispham, JosephS. 
Harl'is, Edwin S. Stuart, Ellis Yal"llall, Francis Rawle, Arthur 
E. Newbold. S"amuel Frederic Houston, Henry M. Dechert, 
David Scull, William H. Rhawn, Clement A. GriScom, Cha;rles: 
Hartshorn. R. Dale Benson, George S. Fullerton, 0. Stuart 
Patterson, Israel W. Morris Francis I. Gowen, Henry C. Town'
send, James W. Panl, Jr., J'ustus C. Strawbridge, William B. 
Gill, Edwa:cd Shi;ppen,. Jones Wister, George Philler, James 
May Duane, William M. Singerly, Silas W. Pettit, Sidney F. 
Tyler, C. H. Clark, J. Vaughn-Merrick.. 

PHILADELPHIA, PA., Jamt.ary 22,.1897. 

Mr. CAMERON presented a petition of the Philadelphia (Pa.} 
Maritime Exchange, praying for the passage of the so-called Tor
rey ban1rruptcy bill; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented the memorial of W. D. Blackburn, publisher 
of the Free Press, of Mechanicsburg, Pa., remonstrating against 
the passage of the so-called Loud b~ relating to second-class 
mail matter; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices 
and Peste Roads. 

He also presented petitions of the 111igley Manufacturing Com
pany, of E. Chriton & Co., of William A. Haines, of the Tygert
Allen Fertilizer Company, of Enoch Lewis, of Thomas Bray, of 
Alfred Clegg, of R. G. Lecomte, of Gara, McGinley & Co., and 
of Batchelor BTOs., all in the city of Philadelphia, Pn.., praying 
for the passage of the so-called Loud bill, 1·elating to second-class 
mail matter; which were 1·eferred to the Committee on Post
Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. GEAR presented a petition of the Congregational church 
of Keosauqua, Iowa, and a petition of the Davenport Business 
Men's Association, of Davenport, Iowa, praying for the ratifica
tion of the pending arbitration treaty with Great Britain; which 
were refened to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. HOAR presented a mem.orial _of the Boston Plate Printers? 

-Union, No. 3, of Boston, Mass.., remonstrating against the passage 
of the so-called Chandler bill, to reduce the salaries of employees .. 
in the service of the Government;. which was referred to the Com
mittee on Appropriations. 

He also· presented petitions of the National W oman's· Ch1istian 
Temperance Union, Frances E. Willard, president; of the North 
Congregational Church, Qf Springfield, Mass., and of Edward A. 
Pennock and 11 other residents of the Ben Adhem House Social 
Settlement, of Boston, Mass., praying for the ratification of the 
pending arbitration treaty with Great Britain;. which weTe 1'& 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Wisconsin. I present a petition of consid
erable· weight, and I may say of width~. also. It consists of some 
fifty letters from the most important business concerns in the city 
of Milwaukee, in fa-v:or of the passage of the Loud bill. They are 
original letters, and very strong letters; and they have been put 
together in such fashion that they can ·not be thrust into that leg
islative morg~1e, the pigeonhole. I trust they will be laid on the 
table of the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, and be 
read by the members with attention and benefit. 

The petition was refen:ed to the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post-Roads, as follows: 

The petition of the Wisconsin Ma1:ine and Fire Insurance Com
pany Bank; of the Wisconsin National Bank; of the First Na
tionaJ Bank; of the Milwaukee- N ationai Bank; of the· Milwaukee 
Harvester Company;. of the Plankin-ton Packing Company; of 

. Kiec-khefer Bros. Company; of theN orthwestern Malleable Iron 
Company; of the Wellaner & Hoffmann Company; of the Straw & 
Ellsworth Manufacturing Company; of the H. Zoehrlant Leather 
Company; of the Bradley & Metcalf Company~ of Beals, Torrey 
& Co.~ of the F. Mayer Boot and Shoe Company; of Friend Bros. 
Clothing Company; of the Charles Baumbach Company; of the 
Jerman, Pflueger & Kuehinsted Company; of the Pabst Brewing 
Company; of the Val Blatz Brewing Company~ of Albert Trostel & 
Sons; of the E. P. Allis Company; of the S. Birkenwall Company; 
of the William Becker Leather Company; of John B. A. Kerr 
& Sons; af the E. Sanderson Milling Company;. of the Miller Man
ufacturing Company; of the Milwaukee Gas Light Company; of 
the Johnson Electric Service Company; of the 0. L. Packard :Afa
chinery Company; of the Shadbolt & Boyd Iron Company; of 
Lindsay Bros.; of the Kalamazoo-Knitting Company; _of the Van 
Dyke Knitting Company;. of the T ~ A. Chapman Company; of 
Landauer & Co._; of the J·ames E. Patton Company; of the Filer & 
Stowell Company; of the Cribb Cat"riage Company; of Layton & 
Co.; of Mendel, Smith & Co.; of In busch Bros.; of Roundy, Peck
ham & Co.; of the Wilbur Lumber Company; of L. Bartlett & 
Son, and of the Gender & Paeschke Manufacturing Company, all 
in the city of Milwaukee, Wis. 

Mr. FRYE. I present a petition of Naval Post, No. 400, of 
Philadelphia, Pa., praying for the enactment of legislation forbid
ding the beating of seamen upon our vessels by irresponsible and 
brutal officers, and abolishing all allotment and advance of wages 
except to parents, wife, or children. I move that the petition lie 
on the table, the bill covering the subject having been reported 
from the committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. FRYE. I present a resolution unanimously adopted by the 

Society of the Sons of the American Revolution of the District of 
Columbia., in. which it is-

Resolved, That the District of Columbia Society of the Sons of the Amer
ican Revolution petition Congress that inlmediatea.ction be fuken to preserve 
the old ship Constitution, and for its transfer to a permanent abode in the 
capital city of these United States. 

I mgve that the resolution be refen·ed to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. NELSON presented: a petition of the Chamber of Commerce 

of St. Paul, Minn., praying for the passage of the so-called Torrey 
bankruptcy bill; which wag ordered to lie on the table. 

He alsu presented a petition of the Chamber of Commerce of St. 
Paul, Minn., praying for the ratification of the pending arbitra
tion treaty with Great Britain; which was referred to the Com
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. CLARK. I present resolutions adopted at the twenty
seventh annual meeting of the National Board of Trad.e, held in 
Washington, D. C., January 26, 27, and 28, 1897, favoring the 
passage of the so-called Torrey bankruptcy bill. I move that the 
resolutions lie on the table, and that they be printed as a document. 

The motion was agreed to. · 
Mr. SHERMAN presented a petition of the Board of Trade and 

Transportation, of Cincinnati, Ohio, praying for the passage of 
House bill No. 4566', relating to second-class mail matter; which 
was refeued to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He als6. presented a memorial of the Board of Trade and Trans
portation of Gmcinnati, Ohio, remonstrating against the passage 
of the so-called Bailey-George bankruptcy bill; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

-
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Mr. PALMER presented the petition of H. W. Everest, presi
dent of the State Teachers' Association and of the Southern illinois 
State Normal University, of Carbondale, ill., praying for the 
enactment of legislation to provide for the better equipment of 
the National Bureau of Education; which was referred to the 
Committee on Education and Labor. 

Mr. GALLINGER presented the petition from George W. Buz
zell, of the Methodist Episcopal Church, of Hudson, N.H., pray
ing for the enactment of legislation prohibiting the sale of intoxi
cating liquors in the Capitol building; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

Mr. CULLOM. I present the petition of Haggard & Marcus
son, of Chicago, ill., praying for. the passage of the so-called Loud 
bill, relating to second-class mail matter. I wish to state that a 
very large number of the most prominent business men of Chicago 
are anxious for the passage of that bill. . 

I move that the petition be referred to the Committee on Post
Offices and Post-Roads. 

The motion .was agreed to. 
Mr. CULLOM presented the memorial of J.P. Devlin, editor, 

of Chicago, Til., remonstrating against the ratification of the pend
ing arbitration treaty with Great Britain; which was referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. · 

He also presented the petition of J. Seymour Curry, of Evanston, 
Ill., and a petition of the Methodist Episcopal Church, of Chicago, 
Til., praying for-the ratification of the pending arbitration treaty 
with Great Britain; which were referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

He also presented the petitions of the Falker & Stern Company, 
of Chicago; of Sweet, Dempster &Co., of Chicago; of I. S. Moore, 
of Galena; of H. Cohn & Son, of Chicago; of J. S . . Stevens, of 
Peoria; of the Geneva Optical Company, of Chicago; of Grommes 
& ffilrich, of Chicago; of L. B. Mantonya & Co., of Chicago, and 
of Guthmann, Carpenter & Telling, of Chicago, all in tQ.e State of 
lllinois, praying for the passage of the so-called Torrey bankruptcy 
bill; which were ordered to lie·on the table. 

He also presented a petition of sundry citizens of Rock Island, 
Til., praying that· an appropriation be made for certain improve
ments in connection with the arsenal in that city; which was re
ferred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. BLANCHARD presented a petition of New Orleans Branch, 
No. 28, National Association of Post-Office Clerks, of New Orleans, 
La., praying for the passage of the so-called p9st-office clerks' 
classification bill; which was referred to the Committee on Post
Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented a petition of theN ew Orleans Stock Exchange, 
of New Orleans, La., praying for the passage of the so-called Tor
rey bankruptcy bill; which was ordered to lie on the table. · 

He also presented the memorial -of H. G. Goodwyn, publisher of 
the Chronicle, of Colfax, La., remonstrating against the passage 
of the so-called Loud bill, relating to second-class ·mail matter; 
which was referred to the Committee· on Post-Offices and ' Post
Roads. 

He ~lso presented _a-petition of sundry citizens of Philadelphia, 
Pa., praying for the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relat:ng to 
second-class mail matter; which was referred to the Committee on 
Post-Offices and Post-Roads. - · · 

Mr. LODGE presented a petition of sundry residents of the Ben 
Adhem House Social Settlement, of Boston, Mass., and a petition 
of the_Connecticut Valley Congregational Club of Massachusetts, 
praying for the ratification of the_ pending arbitration treaty with 
Great Britain; which were referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr. SMITH pr!3l)e~ted the petition of Mrs. Cornelia Collins 
Hussey, of East Orange, N.J., praying for the enactment of leg.; 
'islation to raise the age of consent to_ 18 years in the Disbict of 
Columbia and the Territories; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the District of Columbia. . 

He also presented the memorial of Joseph A. Dear, publisher of 
the Evening Journal, of Jersey City, N.J., remonstrating against 
the passage of House bill No. 4566, to amend the postal laws relat-: 
ing to second-class mail matter; which was referred to the Com
mittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

He also presented the petitions of H. B. Anthony, of Camden; 
of Mrs. Charles Keighley, of Vineland, and of theW oman's Chris
tian Tem'perance Union of Vineland, all in the State of New Jer
sey, praying for the enactment of legislation to amend the postal 
laws relating to second-:class mail matter, and also to prohibit the 
interstate transportation of obscene mail matter by any agency; 
which were referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post
Roads. 

He also presented the petition of .Ta.cob Stein, of the National 
Soldiers' Home of Virginia, late of Company A, Forty-sixth 
Regiment New York Volunteer Infantry, and of Company C, 
Fourteenth Regiment New Jersey Volunteer Infantry, praying 
for indemnification from the Government on account of hard
ships endured by him during his service in th~ late war; whic~ 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. BAKER, from the Committee on PensiOJlS, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 6215) to increase the pension of Ambrose 
D. Manion, reported it without amendment, and submitted a 
report ther-eon. · 

Mr. CLARK, from the Committee on Patents, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 3158) for the relief of the heirs atlaw of the late 
Duncan H. Campbell, reported it without amendment, and sub-
mi tted a report thereon. · 

Mr. PEFFE_R, from the Committ-ee on Pensions, to whom was 
re~erred the bill (H. R. 1168) to increase the pension of Josiah P. 
Hill, ~te of Company F, Eighty-first Regiment of Illinois Volun
teers, m the war of the rebellion, reported it without amendment 
and submitted a report thereon. ' 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. 6166) granting a pension to M.innie Parker, widow of 
Col. and Bvt. Brig. Gen. Ely S. Parker, late of the United States 
Army, reported it without amendment, and submitted a report 
thereon. · - - - · -
;Mr. MITCHELL of Wisconsin, from the Committee on Pen

siOns, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 2725) granting in
crease of pension to Henrv Slaughter, reported it without amend
ment, and submitted a report thereon. 

Mr. PALMER, from the-Committee on Pensions, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 617) granting an· increase of pension to Mary 
E. Law, reported it without amendment. 

Mr. SHOUP, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was 
refel!e~ the bill (H. R: 400~) to reinstate William Waldrup on 
pensiOn roll, reported 1t Without amendment, and submitted a 
report thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. 5061) to pension Ira Powers, of Henderson County, 
Tenn., reported it without amendment, and submitted a report 
thereon. . • r 

Mr. PEFFER, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 7821) granting a pension to Annie Schif
irli, reported it without amendment, and submitted a report 
thereon. - - · -

Mr. GALLINGER, from the Committee to Audit and Control 
the Contingent Expenses of the Senate, reported an amendment 
intended to be proposed to the sundry civil appropriation bill, the 
amendment providing for an · appropriation to pay Frank P. 
Holmes for extra services as conductor of the Senate elevator from 
July 1, 1891, to January 31, 1892; and moved that it be referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations, and printed; which was 
agreed to. 

MRS. MARTHA FRANK. 

Mr. GALLINGER. I am directed by the Committee on Pen
sions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 3612) granting a pension 
to Mrs. Martha Frank, to report it fa~orably without amendment. 
As this is a bill which propos~s to pension an old lady in the State 
of Georgia, 102t years old, I ask for its immediate consideration. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, -proceeded to consider the bill. It proposes to place uoon 
the pension roll the name of Mrs. Martha Frank, widow of Wil
liam Frank, member of the company of Capt. John Little in the 
Indian war of 1818, and to allow her a pension rated at $8 per 
month. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a t~ird reading, read the third time, and passed. 

MISS F. L. FAULKNER. 

Mr. GALLINGER. A resolution was referred a few days ago 
to the Committee to Audit and Control the Contingent Expenses of 
the Senate which provided for the payment of one year's salary 
to the daughter of Chester R. Faulkner, late a messenger on the 
rolls of the Senate. The committee report a substitute for the 
resolution, the substitute providing for the payment of one-half 
year's salary, which is in accordance, I think, with the uniform 
custom of the Senate. I ask that the resolution reported as a sub
stitute may be immediately considered. 

The resolution wa-S considered by unanimous consent, and agreed 
to, as follows: 

Resolved\ That the Secretary of the Sena te be, and he her eby is, author
ized and directed to pay to Miss F. L. Faulkner , daughter of Chester R. 
Faulkner, deceased, late a messenger on the r olls of the Senat e, a S)llll equal 
to six months' salary, at the rate ~er annum allowed by law to the messen
ger aforesaid, said sum to be considered as including funeral expenses and 
all other allowances. . 

REPORT OF TREASURER OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Mr. HALE, from the Committee on Printing, reported the fol
lowing concuiTent resolution; which was considered by unani
mous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved by the Serutte (the House of Representatives concurl'ing), That 
there be printed 2,000 additional copies of the annual r eport of the Treasurer 
of the United States for the ftscal year ended June 30, 1896, for the u se of th• 
Treasury Department. 
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BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. ALLEN introduced a }Jill (S. 3618) to prevent the overcap
italization of corporations, companies, and associations of persons 
doing an interstate carrying trade, and requiring the taking ?Ut 
of a license therefor in certain cases, and for other purposes; w htch 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Interstate Commerce. 

Mr. GORMAN introduced a bill (S. 3619) to reduce the interest 
on arrearages of taxes due the District of Columbia prior to July 
1, 1895; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com
mittee on the District of Columbia. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 3620) for the relief of Joseph 
Prather, of the District of Columbia, for supplies and stores taken 
from him by the military forces of the United States for their use 
in said District during the war for the suppression of the rebellion; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Claims. · 

Mr. BATE introduced a bill (S. 3621) for the relief of William 
Johnson, administrator of Thomas I. Johnson, deceased, of Fayette 
County, Tenn., as found due by the C~urt of .Cla~s under the act 
of March 3, 1883; which was read tWice by Its ·title, and referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 

INTERNATIO:NAL COURT OF ARBITRATION. 
Mr. BACON introduced a joint resolution (S. R. 196) relat~ve 

to the establishment of an international court of arbitration; 
which was read the first time by its -title~ 

Mr. BACON. I ask that the joint resolution be read at length. 
The joint resolution was read the second time at length, as 

follows: 
Resolved lnJ the Senate and House of Represe?ttati"!es of the Unitecf- States of 

America ~n Congress assemble!l, That the Umted States of A!ne~ca depre
cate war and desire the mamte:ua.nce ofjeace and friendship Wlth all the 
world, a~d that this -desire is not limite to their relations with any one 
nation. but extends to their relations with all the nations of the earth, 
whether the same be great or small, strong or weak. -

Resolvedfu.rther, That-to·the end that these relations of peace and amity 
now happily existing between them and all nations may be perpetually pre
served, and that wars may be disconra.g~d ~nd as far as. pra~icable ~ade 
i.m_possible, the United States favor the prmmple ~nd pract1ce of mternational 
arbitration for the settlement of a.ll questions m difference between them 
and any other nation which they may fail to adjnst by treaty or diplomatic 
negotiation. _ , 

R esolved fu_rthei-, That the United States do hereby avow i~ as _the1r future 
policy and mtention, whenever there shall arise any questwn m difference 
between them and any other nation which they may ·fail to adjust by treaty · 
or diplomatic negotiation, that they. shall an4_will, so far as th~Y: can con
sistently with the national honor and established national poliCies, a~ree 
with such other nation to submit such question in difference t-o the arbJtra.
ment and final decision of an international conrt-of arbitration. Such conrt 
of arbitration shall, in the future as in the past, be constituted by agree
ment between the parties consenting thereto, with special reference and 
adaptation to the particular question in di1Ierence, and to the conditions then 

ex~!~ftedfurther, That the United Statesherebyinviteall cirluzed 'nations 
to make a corresponding and reciprocal declaration, to the end that wars be
tween nations may cease, and that a universal reign of peace may be inau-
gurated and p~rpetually maintained. · 

MI. BACX:>N. - Mr. President, I do not propose in introducing 
these resolutions to submit any remarks relative thereto. I could 
not do so without in some measure trenching upon the subject of 
the pending treaty between this Government and Great Brit-ain 
relative to international arbitration, which would be manifestly 
improper. 

I simply desire to say, however, in order that attention may be 
called to this matter, that it must be apparent to all that such a 
declaration as is embodied in the resolutions, when made by Con
~ess, which is the war-making power, must exert a much stronger 
1nfluence in the prevention of war and in the encouragement of 
p 2ace than can be possibly exerted by any treaty between this 
Government and any other one nation. 

In the hope of an early report, in order that this matter which 
is now occupying the public mi~d may have a final determination 
by the present Congress, I ask that the joint resolution be referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The joint resolution will be referred 
to the Committee on Foreign, Relations. 

A.MENDMENTS TO APPROPRIATION BILLS. 
Mr. DAVIS. · I submit an amendment intended to be propos~d 

by me to the sundry civil appropriation bill, which I ask be referred 
to the Committee on Commerce and printed. I call the particu
lar attention of the Senator from Maine [Mr. FRYE], the chairman 
of the committee, to the amendnient. It provides for surveys and 
examinations of deep waterways and the routes thereof between 
the Great Lakes and Atlantic tidewaters in the respects indicated 
by the report of the Deep Waterways Commission transmitted to 
Congress January 18, 1897, $150,000. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The proposed amendment will be 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, and printed. 

Mr. BAKER submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the Indian appropriation bill; which was referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

:Mr. PETTIGREW s~bmitted an amendment in ten de~ to be pro-

posed by" him ·to the sundry civil approprlation ·bill; which was 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be 
printed. . . _ 

Mr. GALLINGER submitted an amendment intended to be 
proposed by him to the sundry civil appropriation bill; which was 
refened to the Committee on Public Health and National Quar- -
antine, and ordered-to be printed. · 

SALE OF P A.CIFIC RAILROADS. 
Mr. ALLEN. I submit a concurr~mt resolutian and ask that it 

be read. 
The concurrent resolution was read, as follows: 
Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep1·esentatives -concurring), That a 

master's, marshal, or any other jndic1al or-execution sale of the _properties . 
of the Union Pacific and Kansas Pacific railroad companies, or either-of them, 
without additional legislation by Congress, wonld not be binding on t.he Gov- · 
ernment of the United States, or conclude it of an.y legal or equitable right 
therein now possessed, unless snch sale shonld be subsequently ratified by 
Cona-ressional action. 

Mr. ALLEN. Let the resolution be passed over, -to be consid
ered on the morning of the next legislative day. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It will be so ordered. 
INTERNATIONAL MONETARY CONFERENCE. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I ask that Senate bill 3547 may be taken~up 
for consideration. -

Mr. PETTIGREW. Have we disposed of th~ morning business? 
I should like to k-now: ' · ' 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The mOrning business ha.s .not-been 
concluded. The Senator from New Hampshire· addressed ·tpe · 
Chair. . 

Mr. CHANDLER. .I ask that Senate bill3547 may be taken up. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT . . The Senator from New Hamp8hire 

asks ·unanimous c6nseilt .for the-present oorisideratian of·-a bill --the 
title of which will be read. 
-The 'SECRETARY." A·bill (S. 3547) to -provide for :the_representa

tion of the United States by -commissioners in anyintern-ational 
monetary conference hereafter to be .called. . . . 
. The VICE-PRESIDENT. Ia there objection tothe_present.con-

sideration· of the bill? · 
There being no objection, the -Senate, as in. Committee--Of -the 

Whole, resumed the consideration uf the bill, .the pending--ques-
tion being on the amendment proposed by .Mr. CANNON. : . 
· Mt:_. VILAS. Mr. President, I O.esire simply to express my op

position to this bill, not to engage in a fruitless debate. · I shalL
mention but two or three points of.objection,.and them briefly . . 

In what it says,_still more.in its implic~tions, .the bill ·.is ::worse· 
than useless-it is highly vicious. It is another of-themnbiguOllS ' 
a.nd timid utterances, of the projects.,-illusncy~perhaps it is -not: 
too much tosay deceitful-by-which thoseof ourcountcymen who· 
put faith in the· aeclarations of Congress, as guided _by-wisdom.~ 
are perversely.taught misconcept~on of the true principles·of..gov:-·· 
ernment. of finance, and' commerce. _ . 

I do not charge that the scheme is n-ot~mpported.withBincerity, · 
nor that in fact no conference is purposed ·.to be .held, or, if held, , 
no practical result is anticipated-though for this-ther.e.:might be 
grounds of suspicion, as the Senator from California [.Mr. WHITE] 
intimated yesterday. I take it rather as being ~what its:woTds 
indicate, and there find it worse in effect than if .merely insincere.-

It proffers again to the public· as sO:und and wise the-theory.that · 
bimetallism, irt the ·sense that a stable, .practicable,. and -.:useful 
standard of value may be ·compounded of the two~etals, .gold 
and silver, both enjoying free and unlimited ..coinage·at·an arbi
trary ratio, if only inany nations will-try it together-instead of 
ours alone. In th.at it defies the teaching of history;the advice of· 
experience and experienced men, and the deductions of sound 
reason . . 

No such bimetallism has ever existed in fact; in no .country of 
the world does it exist now. Always and everywhere the concur- . 
rent unlimited coinage of the two metals, at any ratio, has resulted 
in the involuntary, unconscious, but ine-vitable fixation, for the 
time being, of one or the other metal as the standard, the vain 
though const-ant pursuitof an unattainableadjustmentof r-elation 
between two different and contending standards at the Bame-time 
by continual shifts of legislation, always accompanied by insta
bility of values of the current coins, profitable only to .money 
changers, but inflicting distress on business, and especial injury 
on those who depend on their labor for life and its enjoyments. 

The pretense that any such system of bimetallism as created 
the standard out of both metals, so that the value of both became 
necessary components of it, has ever had existence in the world 
is overwhelmed by the most trustworthy historical researches and 
must be consigned to the limbo where the ghosts of witchcraft, 
astrology, demonology, and kindred superstitions have been driven 
by the advancing intelligence and wisdom of mankind. 

It would matter little if it were granted to have once had some 
footing on earth, for it has none now. As I said, no country fur
nishes example of it. Some base their reckoning of business on 
allver coins; some on gold; but non~ <;>n a bimetallic standard. 
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1)1 such ever existed, then it has disappeared; and let him who 
;would demand its resurrection confront the experienced progress 
of human intelligence. 

In eithe:r aspect the pursuit of a bimetallic standard of such a 
character is as idle as would be human effort to divert the Gulf 
Stream or warm the climate of the poles. 

But still more this bill implies to the public mind, and the 
inference is certain that such a standard of value is far better and 
more desirable than the present. It is complete acknowledgment 
of the fundamental assumption of the Bryan campaign that a 
gold standard of monetary measurement, however freely silver 
tnay be used within the sphere of its practical usefulness, is wrong, 
not right, a false, not a true, standard, the product of evil law, not 
of just and natural law, an injury done society by human error 
which can be in some way redressed, and therefore ought to be. 
And it fairly leads to the recent issue that but for the wicked 
resistance of other countries the grievous wrong might be righted 
and the woes of mankind, here and elsew~ere, vastly alleviated. Sir, 
no wonder men listened to the siJ,-en tones that lured them toward 
this fancied blessing and said, ''Let us try it alone, let us be free
and independent, let us have the boon of prosperity, 'without the 
consent of any other nation on earth.'" 

If they had been right in their basis, which this vicious and 
misleading bill now implies, they were right in this insistence, 
for it is assuredly a truth,. sir, in my poor opinion, that any 
people under the sun may pursue alone the sound principles of 
finance, commerce, business and good government, without any 
exception whatever of a single prind:ple among all that rule those 
subjects, independently of other nations, and be gainers, not losers, 
by their faithful adherence to them. Not always to the full ex
tent that cooperation with others would insure but 'always to 
~dvantage and benefit far beyond any attainable by not pursuing 
them. 

Why, then, if the free coinage of both metals at m:l arbitrary 
ratio be a principle of finance or commerce valuable to many n8j
tions together, is it not, like all sound ~rinciples of finance and 
commerce, helpful to the nation whieh pursues it alone? Sir, that 
appears to me a question which the average common sense of man 
does not find answered by the refinements and I;D.ystldsm which 
proffer all the benefits of principle only to some hopeless applica
tion of it; and it can not be thus answered to any sound jlfdgiitent. 
"The hills are green far away" is the sententious Irish saying 
that dispatches such fantastic theori~s. 

And well may it be applied to this dream of international bimet
allism. How many more conferences do we r~quire to satisfy us 
of the futility, the fatuity, of all such attempts? Howmanytimes 
~ore must we be shown. that the comity of nations does indeed 
forbid the world to laugh in our faces, but by no means suppresses 
their laughter in the sleeve? Of course, if the United States shall 
pontinue to be inspired by that sort of statesmanship which will 
try to keep an intelligent people from bothering politicians in 
their pursuit of place, by putting them off with the expectation 
of splendid results to come "in the sweet by and by" from a 
millennia! concord of nations in financial affairs1 why, just so long 
polite, courteous, and sym}lathizingpoliticians m the co"Qlltries of 
Europe will gravely consent to light a council fire and have a 
"big talk" with the United States. It is for nations as for In
dians, n rn1e of politeness~ And we can undoubtedly again get 
together at Paris, Brussels, or some other pleasant capital a de
lightful assemblage of the brainiest and brightest financiers of 
Europe, who will listen with sedate faces and blink like wisdom
laden owls while our commissioners shall unfold again the glori
ous joys to the human race to spring from the free and unlimited 
coinage of silver at 16 to 1, with all the delectable tables of mathe
maticalconfectionerywhichattend the winsome argument. And 
after a sufficient number of days have been worn away in the rites 
and ceremonials of financial mysticism until greater bewilderment 
of mind becomes impossible, and after dinners, receptions, and 
social festivities have begun to pall, some one will quietly point 
out, like Mr. Forssell, of Sweden, at the last Brussels conference, 
that no such a thing as this fancied bimetallism can. possibly be 
created because incapable of existence, and then it will gradually 
leak out that in point of fact the delegates from the countries 
where the arts of civilization have been most triumphant really 
were sent under instructions which practically forbid any definite 
agreement of any kind. And then, with many assurances of thf,3 
profoundest mutual esteem, and the most distinguished mutual 
consideration, and the most delightful international love, they will 
adjourn to meet again when called. together, an event that will 
never {)Ccur. 

Thl'ee times the United States have caused this pretty play to be 
enacted-twice at Paris and once at Brussels-France once even 
joining us in the invitation to the others. And the truth is, the 
international farce does not please Americans longer. Perhaps 
they can all, or nearly all, be fooled part of the time, but the time 
for this foolery has passed. 

We have a. plain and easy path before us, and it opens to aJl th& 

prosperity, and especially ta all the relief from afilicting currency 
?J.sorders, which any legislation can give. We know that mankin(l 
m the. whole can not be made rich or prosperous by legislation, 
If any class is so enriched,, it is at the cost of the masses. 

That, then, is the true plan of law which establishes the equality 
of privilege and right to all without distinction, and leaves tha 
prosperity of individuals to individual efforts. And that is th& 
wisest law of currency which fixes a simple, stable; certain stand
~rd, ~th sufficient provision for a circ~lapion ba.sed upon and 
Immediately and everywhere redeemable m 1t, elastic, convenient, 
and safe, and then leaves men entirely alone to transact their 
business without fear of change in the standard. 

The cunency should be as easy to enjoy as the air we breathe 
as natural in operation, as wholesome to business as the oxygerl 
to life, and as little liable to meddlesome infection by law. 

Sir, the people of the United States have the right to expect 
auch legislation as shall give them a sound currency, under the 
instructio-n of the late election. If that .supreme object shall be 
traded off for the gain of favored classes or sacrificed to coward
ice, woe to them who shall be guilty of it. 

Mr. STEW ART. Mr. President, I do notrisetomake a speech,. 
but I can not refrain from tendering to the Senator from Wiscon
sin [Mr. VILAS} my sincere congratulations. He has pictured in 
graphic language what I have long felt to be a supreme folly. 
The application to foreign powers to regulate our domestic affair~ 
has always seemed to me tO be so preposterous that it ought not 
to receive a moment's consideration by any American. 
T~ere.is another p~rt .of his argument whi~h challen~es my 

admu·ati:on, and that lS h1s profound frankness li\ advocating the 
single gold standard. He undoubtedly believes that the United 
States can have no money unless it can obtain the commodity 
gold, which European monarchs and European capitalists hav~ 
cornered and hold in their firm grasp; that if we have money at 
all we must obtain it upon such terms and conditions as the hoard· 
ers of gold dictate, whether it rob us of our property and reduce 
us to slavery or not. 

Believing, as I do, that money is the creation of law, and that 
it is the duty of the Government to furnish a sufficient volume of 
money to enable the country to prosper and develop its resources. 
I view with astonishment any man who has conceived the idea 
t.p.at civilization must perish ~f the United States can not obtain, 
the commodity gold upon which to~tamp the will of its soverei. gn 
authority and use it for money. I say that his courage in this 
:respect challenges my admiration. I never was one of those who 
doubted the sincerity of the great mass of mankind who held to 
the theory that the world was flat, though I deprecated their 
fanaticism for the persecutions they inflicted upon others who 
thought differently; nor did I doubt the piety of the divines of the 
Middle· Ages who thought it was saCJ.-ilegious to adopt sanitary 
measures to preserve health, when all that was necessary, in their 
opinion, was faith. I have ofte:o. thought and often compared the 
feeling of those who believed that the world was flat and those 
who believed that sanitary measures to p1·eserve health were wicked 
with the unctuous and enthusiastic teachings from the White 
House and elsewhere, that all we needed to restore prosperity was: 
confidence. They are very similar. The confidence that civiliza-\ 
tion can be preserved by gold alone, it seems to me, stands upon1 

the same footing as the confidence that the world was flat or that 
~anitary precautions were wicked . . As to those gentlemen who ·. 
believe otherwise, who believe that the free coinage of silver 
would be a good thing. and want to apply to Europe for it, when · 
we have been three times denied it, I may question their sincerity 
but when a man believes that the world can be saved with gold 
alone, whether we have it or not, and honestly avows that belief, 
his courage in stating his convictions ought to make us commend 
him at least persanally. 

The folly, however, of believing that this civilization must per~ 
ish for want of money unless we can get the commodity gold from 
those who have hoarded it is a burlesque on human reason and is 
a reflection on the intelligence of the age. If it were not for the 
misery that it entails, if this country were not suffering distress 
the like of which was never before known, it would be comical to 
listen to the arguments to show that money, which Aristotle de
ciared more than twO' thousand years ago was the creation of law, 
existed in any commodity whatever. 

You may say to me, "Why do you want to use the commoaity 
of silver?" My reply is: Because there is more of it than there is 
of gold alone, and it will come nearer rescuing this civilization 
from inevitable destruction than one metal alone, and also because 
that remedy is wit.hin our reach. That is my reason for it. s~· ~ 
and a half million people have declared for it, and hundreds o 
thousands, aye millions, of others would have declared for it i 
money had not voted, if they had not been deceived by being per
suaded that the United States must depend upon the will of the 
monarchs of Europe for our domestic laws. These people will be. 
undeceived in the next campaign. The Republican party may 
devise every method of deception it pleases, but the stern realities 
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of misery are too great to deceive the people again, and everyone 
knowsit. • 

I am willing the Republi~an party shall try any met~od t~ey 
have and give us another obJect lesson of the contempt m which 
our efforts to get others to legislate for us is held by those to whom 
we apply. Let. the American people feel the f~l force and degra
dation of applymg to Europe to giVe laws to this country whereby 
this people can flourish. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. Mr. President, I simply wish torecordmy 
protest against the passage of this measure; in the first place, be
cause I believe that this country is capable of managing its own 
affairs without the assistance of any other nation on the globe. 
In the second place, I do not believe ~at we should longe~ be sup
pliants at the feet of the European nations, ~ho are the cl;nef bene
ticiaries of the appreciation of gold,. they bemg our creditors, and 
that it is humiliating enough to have· asked as often as we have 
for a conference on this subject; that if we can not do this alone, 
in other words, if we can not adopt the free and unlimited coinage 
of silver by ourselves and thus relieve our people from the depre
ciation of the value of their products, then we should do some
thinCI' that we can do alone. We should not longer appeal to the 
nati~ns of Europe, who are the chief beneficiaries of the existing 
conditions, for then· assistance for our relief. 

I contend, Mr. Presi?-ent-at least I ~m of the opinion-t~at there 
is not a Senator on thiS floor who beheves that a bimetallic agree
ment with the nations of Europe will result in the establishment 
of a ratio between 15 and 16 to 1, or even 16 to 1. I think there is 
no Senator who for a moment supposes that Great Britain will 
change her mone~ary sy~em~ and I can see no ~xcu~e whatev~r 
for the introduction of thiS bill, exceptthenecess1tyof the Repub
lican party to satisfy many hundred thousands of people who are 
advocates of silver and who voted the Republican ticket, perhaps 
believing that something would be done. That nothing will be 
done is established conclusively by the result of the conferences 
already held. 

The first conference was held in 1867, at the invitation of France, 
and met at Paris on June 17, 1867. Eighteen of the principal Euro
pean countries an:d the United States participated. They voted 
unanimously against the single silver standard, and ev~ry nation 
participating in that conference voted in favor of the smgle gold 
standard but the Netherlands, and they also voted to establish the 
25-franc gold piece as an international coin. · 

The next conference met, at the invitation of the United Stat~, 
at Paris August 16, 1878. Twelve countries were represenfed, 
Germany refused to send delegates. It was proposed by the U mted 
States, first, that it is not to be desired that silver shall be excluded 
from free coinage in Europe and the United States; second, that 
the use of both gold and silver as unlimited legal tender may~ 
safely adopted by equalizing them at a ratio fixed by international 
agreement. 

Then the convention resolved- what? Simply this, and noth
ing more: That the difference of opinion that ha<J, appeared ex
cluded the adoption of a common ratio between the two metals, 
and then adjourned. 

The next, or thh·d, conference was called by Jj'rance and the 
United States, and held in 1881, nineteen countries being repre
sented. The delegate from Sweden said that they had bette:r reaf
'firm the declaration of 1878, and the conference reaffirmed that 
declaration and adjourned nevertomeet ·again . . Thatdeclaration 

""of 1878 was that the differences of opinion which had appeared 
excluded the adoption of a common ratio between the two metals. 

The next conference was held at Brussels in 1892 . . At that con
ference the United States proposed, not the free and unlimited 
coinage of silver at any ratio, but simply this: The United States 
had at first sent an· invitation to Great Britain, asking that Gov
ernment to join us in a convention to adopt both metals at a ratio 
to be agreed upon. Great Britain refused to acc~t the invitation 
to the conference to discuss the question of agreemg upon a ratio 
for the coinage of the two metals, but when -yve changed the invi
tation so as to provide for simply meeting and discussing the ques
~on of the enlarged use of silver Great Britain joined in the con
ference, and this was the programme of the United States in the 
conference of 1892. 

That in the opinion of this conference it is desirable that some measure 
should be found for increasing the use of silver in the currency systems of 
the nations. 

That was all No greater or broader resolution would be ac
cepted by Great Britain1 .neither would she join us in a confer
'(mce to discuss the question of the ratio. But what more? Mr. 
Wilson, a delegate from Great Britain, immediately said: 

Her Majesty's Government did not find it possible to accept an invitation 
· conveyed m terms which might give rise to a misunderstanding by implying 
~hat th.eGovernment had some doubt as to yhe maintenance of the monetary 
System which had been in force in Great l3rltain since 1816. 

~peaking for Sir Charles Fremantle and himself, he said: 
Oul" faith is that of the school of monometallism pure and spP.:ple "J{e do 

~pt admit that any other than the single gold standard wonld be applica.bl~ 
.$') our country. 

Early in the session the ieading delegate from Germany de
clared: 

Germany, bein~ satisfied with its monetary system, has no intention of 
modifying its basiS. * * * In view of the satisfactory monetary situ~tion 
of the Empire, the Imperial Government has prescribed the most strict re
serve for its delegates, who, in consequence, can not take part either in thE) 
disc~jon or in the vote upon the resolution :presented by the delegates ot 
the Uruted States. 

Germany in that conference then refused to discuss or vote one 
way or another upon a proposition simply for the enlarged use of 
silver. 

Austria-Hungary, &lthough represented in the conference, in
etructed their delegate to take no part in the conference, in itSJ 
discussions Ol' votes. 

The delegate from the Netherlands declared-
That Holland would not enter into a bimetallic union without the full andl 

complete participation of England is a :part of the formal instructions fur• 
Dished us by our Government. 

France made the same declaration practically, in fact absolutely 
the same declaration, that she would not participate in any agree
men,t unless England joined, 

The delegate from Sweden, Mr. Hans Forssell, said that-
It would be :premature to vote upon the resolution of the United States 

when the means were not known by which the use of silver as a monetary 
metal could be enlarged. 

What probability was there to discuss with them the question 
of the ratio and the free and unlimited coinage of silver? He pro· 
posed to postpone the vote until a future meeting. 

Mr, Lardy, delegate of Switzerland, made the following declara-
uon: . 

.The Swiss Government hastened to accept the invitation of the Presiden~ 
of the United States. guided by the same sep.timents which ca.ooed Switzer• 
land to be represented at the monetary conferences at Paris in 1878 and 1881. 

Then he goes on to declare that they are satisfied with their money 
system and will not change it. Why should they not be? They 
owe nothing, and the world owes them; their situation is the same 
as that of England in that respect. 

Prince Ouroussoff, delegate of Russia, expressed himself in the 
following terms: 

I must make the same reservations as others of our honorable colleagues, 
The Russian Gov~rnm.ent takes the m05t lively interest in the conference, 

and has therefore given instructions to its deleg~.J.tes to follow attentively the 
debates, but the-y may not vote upon :proposals which have a definite character 
or involve :pract1ca.lresolutions. . 

Mr. Bengesco, delegate of Roumania, made the following decla
ration: 

The instructions of my Government not ha,ving arrived, I consider myself 
boUlld to make the same reserves as my ;honorabl-e colleagues. I declare, there
fore,_ that I can not take :part in any discussion or in any yote u:pon the :pro
:posalB which are submitted to us. 

Mr. d'Antas, delegate of Portugal, joined in the reserves made 
by some of his colleagues, notably by the delegates of Austria, 
Russia, and Roumania; he recalle(} the fact that similar reserves · 
had been made by the delegate of Portugal at the last monetary 
conference. 

The delegate from Turkey made the same reservation-in fact, 
pretty nearly all of them did- simply declining even to discuss the 
question of enlarging the use of silver. 

This convention adjourned to meet again at some future time1 
to be called again, some time within the then coming year, but it 
never reassembled. AfterwardS' the Congress of the United 
States passed a bill providing for nine delegates to a monetary 
conference whenever we could find anybody who would confer 
with .us; and we were unable to find anyone who would join in a 
conference and who would talk with us about this question, and 
the law lapsed by limitation of time. Now it is proposed to have 
another conference with the same people after more than twenty
five years of constant effort in this direction. I say I will have no 
part in any effort in that direction. It is humiliating enough to 
read the· history already made without increasing its pages by 
further humiliation. 

Who is the chief beneficiary of the appreciation of gold? The 
gold-using nations of the world; not their produce1·s, not their 
farmers, for farming in every gold-using nation to-day has ceased 
to pay a profit or even the expense of production; not thelr man
ufacturers, for their chief industry to-day in the line of manufac
tures is to create machinery to be shipped to Asiatic silver-using 
countries to produce the manufactured goods heretofore produced 
in England. The beneficiaries, then, are the rulers of those coun
tries, the accumulators of the wealth produced by the toil of 
others. England buys of the world $750,000,000 worth of products 
more than she sells. How does she pay for them? She pays for 
them by interest upon the money the world owes her. If she can 
get two bushels of wheat for a dollar instead of one, she has 
doubled the comforts which her moneyed classes can buy with this 
interest money. Is she goingtochangethatsystem? Not for one 
moment. 

Mr. President, the figures in this direction oubht to alarm the 
people of the United States. Go the world round, and there is not 
a· single country with the gold standard where the producers of 
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wealth are prosperous. But there are silver-using nations that 
have made more progress in the last twenty years in the develop
ment of material resources, in the creation of wealth, than ever 
before. What fear, then, is there in our joining the nations of 
the world whose producers are prosperous, as we are a great nation 
of producers? 

If the people of the United States had received in 1895 tl:re same 
gold price for their products that they received in 1873 for what 
they exported to other countries, instea-d of $807,500,000 they would 
have received $1,769,000,000. If we had paid the same gold price 
for our imports in 1895 that we paid in 1873, we would have paid 
$1,152,000,000 instead of $731,900,000. In other words, Mr. Presi
dent, the balance of trade, instead of being $75,000,000 in our favor, 
would have been $617,000,000 in our favor. These exports were 
principally farm products and raw material, and they declined in 
price so much more rapidly than manufactured products that the 
difference was enormously against us. If our people had had 
$617,000,000 in 1895 instead of 575,000,000, which was the balance 
of trade in our favor, we would have rapidly commenced the 
extinction of our foreign debt. 

But let us see how this rule affects Great Britain. We lost by 
it nearly $550,000,000. Let us see how Great Britain fared? Eng
land exported in 1895 £226,000,000 in value of manufactured prod
ucts. If she ha.d received the same price in 1895 that she received, 
for instance, in 18!}4 the difference would have been £8,500,000. If she 
had paid the same price in 1895 that she paid in 1894 for her imports, 
the difference would have been·£17,000,000. In other words, the 
decline in price from 1894 to 1895, the result of the appreciation of 
gold, made a differe,nce in England's favor of 40,000,000, and the 
Statist, in commenting upon this subject, ·says that since 1873 the 
rapid decline in the valrre of fa.rm products and raw materials, 
which are the articles that England has purchased, has made 
such an enormous difference in her favor that she can well afford 
to suffer the slight decline that has come to her manufactured 
products. -

Mr. President, if we would bring prosperjty to this country 
we must rescue the farmer of the country. To-day the cost of 
producing farm products is greater than the price in gold. It is 
a significant fact that if the grain crop of the United States in 
1895 had brought the same price in gold that it brought in 1873, 
the farmers of this country would have received $900,000,000 more 
than they did. If the cotton crop had brought the same price in 
1895 that it brought in 1873, the cotton raisers of this country 
would have received $350,000,000more than they received for their 
crop, farm animals would have brought $250,000,000 more than 
they did, and the difference upon these four staple items alone 
would have been $1,500,000,000. 

I call the attention of the manufacturers of the East to these facts 
and figures. · If you would start your. factories and your mills, you 
must restore prosperity to the purchasers of your manufactured 
articles. If the farmers of this country had received in 1895 
~1,500,000,000 more than they did, it would have employed every 
Idle man in the United States and started every mill. Can you 
secure this prosperity by increa-sing the tariff? What argument 
do you present to the farmer for a remedy; and until you rescue 
him, no other remedy is of avail. Oh, you say you will furnish 
a home market for farm products. Mr. President, we can not 
have a home market for farm products and a gold standard. That 
is absolutely impossible. We must pay $200.000,000 of interest 
abroad each year. We must pay$75,000,000, theexpensesof trav
elers abroad. We must pay the doweries of the American girls 
who marry the decayed branches of royalty in Europe. These 
sums are paid with farm products. Eighty per cent of the exports 
are products of the farm, and the large proportion of the other 20 
per .cent are mineral, oil, and silver. If we have a home market 
for farm products, how are you going to pay these charges-abroad., 
to say nothing about paying for our imports? You must do it by 
shipping gold, and therefore a home market for farm products 
and a gold standard are impossible unless Senators a1·e willing to 
have a gold standard without any gold. 

Therefore if we would remedy the evils under which we suffer, 
we must raise the value of silver by increasing its use, and decrease 
the value of gold by decreasing the demand for it. I contend that 
that can be done by the United States alone; that we can take 
not only all the available silver, but many hundreds of millions 
more and enlarge our volume of mP.tallic money, to our great 
advantage. If we should fail to maintain the parity, what harm 
would come to us? If we should fail to maintain the parity, we 
would simply join the only nations whose producers are prosper
ous to-day. We would simply leave the ranks of those nations 
whose producers are in ruin and distress. Not an agricultural 
conference has met in Europe for years that has not attributed 
the decline of agriculture to the demonetization of silver. 

If the people of the United States would absolutely discard the 
use of gold, withdraw the demand for that metal from 70,000,000 
people, it would have the same effect upon the price .of gold as 
the discovery of mines of hundreds of-millions of dollars in value. 

Therefore, as debtors, it should be the policy of the United State~ 
to decrease the demand for gold, to throw what gold we have 
upon the European market, to refuse it currency as money in order 
to make it cheaper and easier to get. Suppose our gold should 
leave us. It would simply inflate the gold currency of Europe, 
and as we sell our surplus farm products in Europe, and as the 
inflation of the gold currency of Europe would raise prices in gold, 
or, in other words, require less of our grain and our cotton to 
secure the gold dolfur, we would pay our European debt with less 
of the products of our toil. It seems to me that reason, good 
judgment, and common sense demand that the American people 
shall act for themselves. To longer trifle with the subject, to con
tinue to be the laughingstock of the finan.ciers of Europe,· is too 
humiliating. I trust that the United States will rise in its might
and I believe the people will at the next election-and refuse 
longer to be a suppliant at the feet of the monarchies of Europe; 
that it will no longer beg the money changers of London for a 
chance to legislate for the interest of our own people. 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. President, I think it will be a serious mistake 
if the friends of monetary reform shall obstruct in the slightest 
degree the passage of the pending bill. I think our friends on the 
other side want us to obstruct it. The Senator from New Hamp
shire [Mr. CHANDLER] shakes his head at me, which is as much 
as to say that I am mistaken in my statement. I do not abate 
one jot or tittle of my belief in the doctrine that this country can 
never see prosperity until we have bimetallism and general mone
tary reform. But our Republican friends are coming into power, 
as a result of the recent election, on two arguments which they 
used last fall, to say nothing of the questionable means they 
employed in producing the result. 

Those arguments were, first, that they were bimetallists and 
that they were the friends of silver. They wanted to coin silver, 
but they could not do it because Europe would not consent to it. 
If the people of this country would only give them power, when 
they came into the possession of the Government they would have 
international bimetallism: we would have an international coin
age ratio, and gold and silve1· in the United States and in Europe 
would be money of equal value. Secondly, they said, •• We will 
revise the present tariff act "-the present free-trade act, as they 
called it, which was a misnomer-" and willgivethepeopleanew 
tariff, which will protect the industries of the country and open 
the factories and bring about prosperity." 

I think it would be a mistake on the part of the friend' of silver 
and monetary refor~ in this Chamber or in the other branch of 
Congress to obstruct these ge:ri tlemen in the passage of these meas:. 
ures. I am so certain that an international agreement can not be 
reached, that the arguments used will fail, that I desire to seethese 
gentlemen call upon Europe for a conference on the subject of 
money. I wish to witness, as I will witness if I live, their absolute 
humiliation and chagrin when she refuses to enter into a confer-

. ence; and when she does that, the people of the United States Will 
understand, as they do not understand now, that they have been 
deceived and hoodwinked again upon this subject, and that there 
never was ariy real purpose ori the part of the Republican party 
to bring about monetary reform. 

We have had six international monetary conferences since the 
close of the war. This will be the seventh, if this bill becomes a 
law and a conference is called. In every one of those conferences 
Europe ha,s told us in plain terms that she would not agree to the 
free coinage of silver. In 1865, in Paris, at the very first confer
e~ce, which was attended by the senior Senator from Ohio rMr. 
SHER:MA.Nj and by another delegate from this country, without 
debate and without examining the question in the slightest de
gree, the first thing the conference did was to resolve in favor of 
the single gold standard throughout the· world. The subject was 
not agitated; the convention had barely niet and· organized when 
a resolution of that kind was introduced and pa,ssed, if I recollect 
aright, unanimously. In every conference from that time to this 
Europe has told us in language so plain that no man can mistake 
what she means that she will not. agree to an international coin. 

Mr. President, we have supplicated Europe upon this question 
to such an extent that it seems to me any self-respecting American 
citizen would feel ashamed to importune it any niore. But two 
or three years ago we put upon one of the appropriation bills an 
amendment creating a commission of Senators and Representa
tives to meet the representatives of Europe in conference upon 
this subject. We have heard of no invitation from her from that 
time to this. Om; friends upon the other side have sent one of the 
most brHliant of their number and one of the most brilliant and 

. able members of the Senate to Europe to hunt up somebody to 
confer with, and we have not received a report yet that anybody 
in England or elsewhere is willing to confer with him or with us. 

If we successfully obstruct the pa-ssage of the pending bill~, then 
our Republican friends will go out to the country again ana say, 
"Oh, the Populists and the Democrats and the free-silver Repub
licans and the Popocrats and all the combination in the Senate 
obstructed us, and we could not do anything. Just continue us 
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in power one Administration longer; give us full sway in the 
White House, as we have now, and in both branches of Congress, 
and we will show you that we will form a compact with Europe 
for international bimetallism, and that prosperity will come back 
to this country and abide with us." But if we do not obstruct 
the passage of the bill, and it does become a law, we will demon
strate to the world in less than eighteen months that the argument 
of international bimetallism is a pretense designed to deceive the 
voters of the country; that it is not in the power of the Repub
lican party or any other party to bring about international bimet
allism; and the people will not be deceived again by an argument 
of that kind. 

Mr. president, so thoroughly am I convinced that the Repub
lican party will be powerless to bring about prosperity to this 
country without do~estic bimetallism and monetary reform that 
I wish to see our Republican friends come in here with a tariff 
measure of their own making. I desire to see protection from 
head to foot throughout the length and breadth and middle of the 
measure, and all through it. I desire to see them. protect every
thing in the United States down to the point of the smallest gimlet 
that can be found-everything-and then I desire to see that tariff 
act bring to this country prosperity. We know it will not. If we 
give them the privilege of formulating their own laws on the sub
ject of silver and the tariff, and they fail to bring prosperity to 
the country, as we believe they will fail, the arguments upon 
which they won the victory of_ 1896 will disappear and the people 
will repudi~te the party before the incoming Administration has 
served out half i~s time. 

I shall not vote.for the passage of this bill; if I vote at all I shall 
vote against it, but I desire to see it become a law. My friend 
the Senator from Georgia [Mr. BACON] says to me I ougb t to vote 
for it. I will not vote for it, fm;: it is wrong; it is a mere pretense, 
but I desire the pretense enacted into law, and I wish to see its 
companion piece make its appearance upon the surface as soon as 
possible, withont any obstruction, so that we can demonstrate to 
the world that the hard times that are afflicting the people are due 
in no measure whatever to their refusal to engage in international 
bimetallism or to a lack of proper legislation upon the subject of 
the tariff. 

Mr. WHITE. Will the Senator from Nebraska permit me to 
make an inquiry? 

Mr. ALLEN. Certainly. 
:Mr. WHITE. Does not the Senator from Nebraska think that 

this bHl is rather innocent than wrong? 
Mr. ALLEN. Perhaps I should stand corrected upon that sub

ject. It is not wrong. It is a useless thing; it 1s a work of 
supererogation. I am satisfied the Republicans upon the other 
side of the Chamber are hoping this minute that the bill will be 
obstructed by us. 

Mr. CHANDLER. That is as unjust a suggestion, I will say 
to the Senator, as it would be for me to say that I think the Sena
tor from Nebraska. hopes that the effort to obtain international 
bimetallism will be defeated, in order to strengthen his political 
party. I do not think that kind of an argument ought to be 
brought into this discussion either way. We profess to be sincere, 
and the Senator ought to take our word for it, as we take his word 
for it when be says that he desires to see the free coinage of silver 
brought about in some appropriate way. 

Mr. ALLEN. t am perfectly willing, of course, to accord to 
the Senator from New Hampshire and all Senators sincerity upon 
all great matters, but certain political conditions present them
selves here of which I am satisfied Senators upon the other side of 
the Chamber would like to take advantage. I am satisfied that 
there are Senators upon the other side of the Chl:lmber who are 
convinced that international bimetallism can not be brought 
about; that it is a mere chimera; that there is no hope of bringing 
it about. Therefore, they would rather have the responsibility 
for the defeat of this mea-sure rest upon Democrats and free-silver 
Republicans and Populists than to have it rest upon their own 
party. That is what I mean when I say there is a lack of sincerity 
upon their part. 

Mr. President, if prosperity can be brought about by means of 
international bimetallism, I am perfectly willing it shall come 
through that channel. I desire to see this country prosperous. I 
do not care whether it comes through raising taxes or international 
bimetallism, or by what means it comes. If we can only lift the 
pall of gloom that has settled over the country at this time, if we 
can only bring prosperity to the millions and millions of our peo
ple who are suffering, I wish to see that prosperity come, though 
it may utterly destroy the political party to which I belong. For 
these reasons I hope there will be no unnecessary obstruction to the 
passage of thjs measure. 

Mr. CARTER. ~fr. President, by whomsoever disputed, the 
fact remains that marked progress bas been made toward the solu
tion of this vexed coinage question during the past year. By com
mon consent ambiguous phrases have been discarded; party poli
cies and purposes have been clearly defined. Last November, by 

a vote which may be considered as substantially unanimous, the 
electors of the country pronounced in favor of bimetallism. On 
the question of the method to be employed to bring about the 
desired result the two great contending patty forces divided. 
The party led by :Mr. Bryan proposed to solve' the problem by 
opening the mints of the United States to the free and unlimited 
coinage of gold and silver at the ratio of 16 ounces of silver to 1 
ounce of gold. The party led by Mr. 1\:IcKinleyinsisted that such 
action would merely transfer the Government from gold mono
metallism to silver monometallism, and that the transfer would 
involve disastrous consequences to the country. At the same 
time his party pledged its best endeavors to bring about bimetal
lism. through an agreement for that purpose between this country 
and other leading commercial powers. 

Mr. Bryan and his supporters contended, and they still contend, 
that the proposed international agreement was and is an imprac
ticable scheme, a mere political subterfuge, adopted as a campaign 
expedient and never intended in good faith to serve any other 
than vote-getting purposes. Mr. McKinley received a majority of 
the popular vote, together with a majority in the electoral coll-ege, 
and on the 4th of March will become President of the Republic. 
Anticipating that event, members of his party in th~ Senate pre
sent this bill, and urge its passage at this time, in order to facil
tate prompt action by the new Executive looking to the consum
mation of the pronounced party purpose on this coinage question. 
Senators who supported Mr. Bryan express sympathy with the 
alleged purpose, but proclaim an absolute want of faith in the 
means suggested for its accomplishment. They say that the con
templated international agreement is a mere vision, a shadow, a 
schoolboy's dream, the plaything of an hour; that, regardless of 
any effort we may make, the movement will be doomed to failure 
from its inception. 

The Senator in charge of the bill [Mr. CHANDLER] does not share 
these evil forebodings. He has faith in the movement this bill is 
intended to initiate. He hopes and believes that this great prob
lem may be brought to a happy solution along the line indicated. 
Many earnest Senators on this side of the Chamber share his faith, 
and I believe it is not extravagant to assert that 99 per cent of all 
citizens of the country earnestly supplement his hopes. 

The bill was manifestly prepared to facilitate success. Words, 
phrases, or elements likely to embarrass protP-·ess were undoubt
edly avoided with care. It must be borne in mind, in considering 
any amendment offered, that if this bill becomes a law it will be 
the basis of all diplomatic action and correspondence prelimiDRry 
to the convening of delegates in a conference representing the. 
several nations disposed to participate with us in an effort to set
tle this coinage question. 

The act of Congress would be published in full in every capital 
in Christendom the morning after its passage, and it would there
after at all times be considered as a part of the invitation of this 
Government to other nations to join in a monetary conference. 
It is obvious that language might be placed in the bill which 
would render acceptance of the contemplated invitation quite 
embarrassing to well-disposed or friendly nations. 

I know it was the object of the framer of the. bill to give to the 
President, on whom the burden of responsibility will largely rest, 
all needful authority, unhampered by needless conditions. At 
this point an amendment is presented by the Senator from Utah 
[Mr. CANNON] changing the well-considered phraseology of the 
bill, and requiring that the conference shall be held in Washing-
ton City. At the same time he insists that in any form the move
ment will certainly result in absolute failure. 

Mr. CANNON. Will the Senator from Montana permit me? 
Mr. CARTER. Certainly. 
Mr. CANNON. I do not think the Senator desires to do me an 

injustice. Nowhere nor under any circumstances have I ever 
stated that a movement for an international agreement for bimet
allism based upon proper action by this Government would be a 
failure. 

Mr. CARTER. I am glad to have the Senator correct that 
point, because I certainly understood him to insist that this move
ment would not, in the nature of things, succeed. Do I now 
understand the Senator to say that he believes, if his amendment 
is adopted and made a part of the law of the land, it will, in and 
of itself, result in a full and complete solution and a. ~atisfactory 
adjustment by international agreement? 

Mr. CANNON. The Senator from Montana may understand 
me to say distinctly that if my amendment shall be embodied in 
the bill, the people of the United States will know, when we get 
through with this effort for an international agreement, whether 
it is possible or not. If we can not get an international agree
ment for bimetallism, the next best thing for the people of this 
country is to ascertain that we can not get it. 

Mr. CARTER. Upon that we have no point of disagreement. 
Then, sir, from prospective failure there is no pretense that his 
proposed amendment can or will save us. The Senator in charge 
of the bill [Mr. CHANDLER] thinks the amendment proposed by 
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the Senator from Utah [Mr. CANNON] would greatly embarrass, party recently elected to power. If it haB become the duty of a 
if not P!OV~ fatal to, the ol?jects of·the ~asure. minority_ here or elsewhe:re in this ~epll;blic to allow a majority 

In th1s dilemma I subm1t that the Wise course for the Senator , to WOl'k 1ts own sweet w11l upon legl.Slation, then the seats of the 
from Utah is to withdraw his amendment. Should his amend- minority should be vacated m this Chamber. So soon aR a Presi
ment prevail, he will have accepted responsibility where he pre- dent is elected, if his party shall have control of both branches of 
diets inevitable failure. It :is better to be entirely frank about the National Legislature, all opposition to their purpose sJ.ould 
the matter. If t~e effort o~ the. coming Administra_tion to ~olve ce~e; and t~en we would see destroyed the greatest guardianship 
the vexed question ends m failure to secure an mternat10nal wh1ch the nghts of the people have had through the centuries
agreement, an important result will have been achieved in demon- the watchfulness and the courage of a minority acting as are
strating the futility of the scheme. But, sir, the political utility straint or an impulsion upon the majority. The distinguished 
of the result will be measurably impaired if it can be ti·uthfully Senat-or from Indiana [Mr. TURPIE], whose remarks we listened 
said that the ardent friends of silver paved the way for the failure to recently on the Maritime Canal Company, would under the 
by declining to pe~mit the a.dv~ates of inter~ational bimetal~ sa_me proposition owe it as a duty to his co~ try and hj.s con
to proceed accordmg to the dictates of then· own party policy. st1tuency to allow the proponents of the Man time Canal bill t.o 
How can you hereafter justly charge the Administration with pass it without an amendment and in their own form, because 
responsibility for failure or delinquency if by the record it appears they have faith in it and he has not. 
yon insisted that the Administration should act on the lines you 'l'he VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Utah will please 
prescribed or not act at all? suspend. The hour of 2 o'clock having auived, the Chair lavs 

The question at issue is beyond phrases and synonyms. The befo~ the Senate the unfinished business, which will be stated.
counti·y understands it. The question is, Can an international The SECRETARY. A bill (S. 3247) to amend an act entitled "An 
agreement be secured establishing bimetallism in this and other act to incorporate the Maritime Canal Company of NicaraP"ua," 
countries'( The people demand a demonstration, an honest demon- approved February 20, 1889. o 

stration, on this question. The country will not accept the result Mr. CHANDLER. I ask unanimous consent that the unfinished 
if the movement is dominated by those who predict failure from business may be temporarily laid aside to proceed with the con
the beginning. Inasmuch as the Senator from Utah has no con- sideration of the pending bill. 
fidenee in sucoes even with the amendment he offers, it occurs to l\ir. MORGAN. Before that request is put, I hope the Senator 
me, since he disclaims, and proparly so, responsibility, the wise will give me a moment. I want to ask the unanimou.s consent of 
and prudent com·se for him is to follow the lead of the Senator the Senate to name a day on which a vote can be taken on the 
from Nevada (1\ir. STEWART] by withdrawing his amendment. Nicaragua Canal bill 

Ithasbeensngge tedbytheeminentSenato1·fromSouthDakota Mr. PETTIGREW. The Senator .from Utah has not finished 
[1\fT. PETTIGREW J that repeated efforts have been made to secure his remarks, and I ask unanimous consent that the pending order 
international cooperation in the solution of this money question. be laid aside temporarily until he concludes. 
That fact can not be gainsaid nor can it be denied; but I submit . Mr. MORGAN4 There will be perhaps no objection to that, 
this observation in connection with the previous efforts made. but at the same time I want to .ask the consent of the Senate now, 
Never _at any time in the history of this Republic have the people, before we act on that m::ttter, to .fix a day for voting on the Nica-
prior to the recent election. made a direct and unquestionable ragua Canal bill. · 
issue upon the methods of procedure and purposes to be accom- Mr. CHANDLER. I suggest that the Senator from Alabama 
'plished. The American -people have made in this respect a deter- allow the Senator from Utah to finish his remarks. Then--
mined effort of their own and dming the next four years it will Mr. PETTIGREW. It will take but a short time, I think. 
devolve upon the Administration to demonstrate its ability to The VICE-PRESIDENT, Does the Senator from New Ramp-
bring about an agreement or to demonstrate to the country the shire withdraw his request? 

.fact that such an agreement can not be obtained. It is entitled, Mr. CHANDLER. I withdraw the request. 
having this mighty weight of responsibility, to the cordial and The VICE-PRESIDENT. TheChair submitst.he requestofthe 
friendly cooperation of those who -would see silver remonetized Senator from South Dakota that the pending order be laid aside 
by either national or international effort. temporarily in order that the Senator from Utah may conclude 

Mr. CANNON. Will the Chair kindly state the status of the his remarks. 
question at the present moment? . Mr. MORGAN . . I have no objection to that. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The pending question is upon the The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection? The Chair hears 
amendment submitted by tho Senator from Utah [Mr. C.Al\'NON]. none. The Senator from Utah will proceed. 

Mr. CANNON. .Mr. President, aft-er the correction which I Mr. CANNON. :Mr. President, if we shall adopt this plan on 
made of the statement by the Senator from Montana [Mr. CAR- this question, the gravest which now confronts the American peo
-TER], I did not expect to hear him repeat it in other terms. Sub- ple, it will have become a precedent that men shall not eveninter
sequently he averl:l that I have no confidence in the amendment pose t o amend tariff laws~ and if the Demom·acy, with a platform 
which "I have proposed to the pending measure and that 1 disclaim of tariff reform or free trade or tariff for revenue, shall some time 
all r esponsibility for it.- Neither assertion is .correct, Mr. Presi- eome to the control of the Government, it will be the duty of those 
dent. I have confidence to the full extent stated by me in cor- who do not believe that prosperity and success will attend upon 
recting the former asEertion of the Senator from Montana. I the enactment of free·trade 18.oaislation here to withhold all objec-
think that I have fully as much confidence in the proposed amend- tion thereto. . . 
ment as the mover of the bill has in his own measur~ and fully The statement by the distinguished Senator f1·om New Ramp
as much confidence in this effort for international agreement as shire (Mr. CHANDLER] that the friends of this measure have pre
has the Senator from J.VIontana, whose record has been so long pared It in precisely the form that they desire it to become a law, 
and so well known on this question that I may practically claim and that efforts to modify or -amend would probably result only 
to have occupied with him identically the same gTound up to the in its defeat, came to me as .a gr&'l.t sm·p1-ise. The Senator sat in 
com·ention of last J nne. this Chamber ,a.t a time not long distant when there was proposed 

Mr. President, except for the tragic element which enters into here by the oppo,3jng party a tariff measure. 'l'he proponents of 
the lives -and fortunes of the American people under the gold that bill declared that it would give freedom to American indus
standard. this movement and the new ethics asserted fm· it here try, greater prosperity to American homes. The believers in it, 
would have the air of grotesqueness for the American people. according to this doctrine, should have had permission to enact it 
This measure is supported by a caucus of a party whose com- precisely in the form in which it came from the House, if ratified 
manding figures do not belie-ve t~at so-called'' :fi..xi~ o~ value" of by t~e majority then in. the Sen~te. But. the dis_tingui~hed Sena
g-old and silver can be aecomp~shecl by_ the legislation of one t~r from N ~:"' Ham:psh~re took 1_t upon h1mself, rn the mterest of 
nation or the agreement of all nations. It 1s supported by the ca.u- hisfellow-clttzens of th1s Republic, to offer numerous amendments 
cus of a party whose newspaper s declare that we are on the gold thereto, as did other gentlemen. I question, sir, whether it is 
standard now, the standard of "the most enlightened nations of proper to assert, even for the sake of gaining political advantage, 
the -earth,' .and that it js folly to attempt international agree- that the possession of power by any party in the Republic gives it 
ment -newspapers which ridicule the pledge to promote inter- the right to work its will without restraint, without amendment, 
national agreement in the platform of their own part:r. It is sup- without comment, or without correction. 
p orted by the caucus of a party whose financial pillars declare Mr. CHANDLER. Will the Senator from Ut~h allow me n 
that ruin and national dishonor will follow further attempts in word? 
this direction . Mr. CANNON. Certainly. 

I am willing to waive all that, however, and, as I stated, I am Mr. CHANDLER. I think the Senator has mistaken the point 
willino- to vote for the bill. But, at the risk of shattering the sane- in his discussion of what he calls an ethical pTinciple that has 
tities gf this place, l take the liberty of questioning the propri~ty 1:;!3en asserted ~er~. I ili~ not notice that it was an ethical prin
of tho new ethics which have been presented to us here for politi- mple. Tho pomt IS preciSely what I shall state, not the ono tha 
cal action and for parliamentary practice. Senator states now. The bill js propose9- in a Senate a ~ajority 

BoththeSenato ... from Nebraska and the Senator from Montana of who:sc members confes edly do not beheve that there ·will come 
rleciare that it is our duty to submit this entiJ:e question to the a successful re3ult from an international agreement, and it can 



1897. CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-SEN ATE. 

not pass if, feeling that way, they choose to vote ''no." In pre
senting the bill to the Senate under such circumstances we neces
sarily appeal to the generosity of those who do not believe there 
can be any successful result. Now, if they choose to vote it down, 
that is perfectly proper and legitimate. If, however, they do not 
choose to vote it down. they ought to show large consideration for 
the framers of the project and not undertake to load the project 
with amendments that may defeat its passage through Congress, 
and if it passes may defeat the object of the conference. I think 
I make my statement so the Senator will not do me, or any other 
Senator who has made that appeal, any injustice hereafter. 

1\Ir. CANNON. Mr. President, I understand the Senator per
fectly well, and I do not see any difference now between the posi
tion assumed by him and that which I asserted as having been 
assumed not only by himself in his original remarks on this bill, 
but by the Senator from Nebraska and the Senator from Montana. 
I do not understand, sir, that there has been any contention by
the majority of this body that international agreement for bi
metallism is an impossibility. The Senatorfrom New Hampshire 
says that a majority of this Chamber is confessedly in favor of 
this measure. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Excuse me. The Senator, unintentionally 
no doubt, misrepresents me. I did not say that a majority of the 
Chamber were not in favor of trying an international conference. 
I said that a majority of this Chamber had no faith thatasnccess
fu1 resu1t would ensue. The Senator from Georgia [Mr. BA.CONl, 
I think, has little or no faith that bimetallism will be achieved, 
but still he thinks this bill ought to v.ass. 

Mr. CANNON. Why, 1\Ir. PreSident, we are splitting hairs 
here. If men have no faith in a method, certainly they are not in 
favor of it. Sirrcere and conscientious men will not be in favor of 
a thing that they have no faith in. I recognize that a great many 
Senators here will undoubtedly vote for the bill in such form as it 
shall be when finally presented upon its passage, not necessarily 
because th€y have entire confidence in the success of the measure, 
but because they are willing that the party about to come into 
power shall be at liberty to make the attempt. 

However, I do not think that we should be restricted in our right 
to insert such language in the bill as will make it effective and as 
will make it mandatory upon the President of the United States 
to call an international conference. It has been stated here re
peatedly that the record of foreign conferences has been one of 
humiliation. If we must fawn forever at the feet of those who 
control the finances of the world, let us at least preserve self
respect and do it when we are their hosts and they are in our 
habitation, instead of doing it when we are their guests. 

I believe the American people have the right to know the man
ner in which international conferences to secure bimetallism are 
conducted. I believe thattheveryfact stated bytheSenatorfrom 
New Hampshire that the Western Hemisphere is for bimetallism 
will have its effect upon the conferees whom Europe shall send. 
We saw not long since an illustration of the effect of locality. 
Last year there was held a convention in the city of Indianapolis 
at which was nominated the only gold-standard candidate for the 
Presidency of the United States. When the bankers of this coun
try wanted to hold a conference in the interest of the gold stand
ard, they promptly called it to meet at Indianapolis. The aroma 
of the former convention was still there. All men are affected by 
environment, and perhaps Europe's conferees at the conference, 
if held here, might be swayed advantageously. 

It seelllil to me, sir, that if all else connected with the amend
ment which I have proposed shall be struck out, we should retain 
that provision which makes it mandatory upon the President of 
the United States to call the conference within ninety days after 
he shall have assumed his high office, and to appoint Washington 
as the place of the conference. 

I presume, sir, since the introduction by the Senator from Geor
gia of the amendment which the Senator from New Hampshire 
says ·is satisfactory to him, that we can not get an amendment 
which will go to the length proposed by mine, but I shall insist 
upon a vote. Failing to carry my amendment, I shall vote for 
the amendment of the Senator from Georgia. Failing to get that, 
I shall be willing to vote for the bill in its original fmm, trusting · 
that something better will come from this movement than has 
been predicted by those gentlemen who have absolutely no faith 
in attempts for an international conference. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I now renew my request. 
Mr. BACON. Will the Senator from New Hampshire permit 

me to ask that I may be indulged, say four or five minutes only? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. FAULKNER in the chair). 

The Senator from Georgia asks unanimous consent-
Mr. MORGAN. I call for the regular order. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The regular order is the unfin

ished business, which was laid before the Senate at 2 o'clock, and 
which was temporarily displaced at the request of the Senator 
from South Dakota [Mr. PETTIGREW]. 

XXIX-82 

Mr. CHANDLER. Now I ask that the unfinished business may 
be temporarily laid aside, in order that the consideration of Sen
ate bi113547 may be continued. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from New Hamp
shire asks unanimous consent that the unfinished business be 
temporarily laid aside, that the .international conference bill may' 
be proceeded with. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I think Senate bill 3547 can be finished 
to-day, if the Senator from Alabama will allow it to go on. The 
Nicaragua Canal bill, I am sorry to say, can not be concluded 
to-day. I am ready to vote upon it, and, to propitiate the Senator 
from Alabama a little, I will say I am ready to vote for it now, 
but I think it could not be finished to-day, and that the interna
tional monetary conference bill cou1d be completed, if the Senator 
would allow it to be proceeded with. 

.Mr. MORGAN. Can the Senator get an hour :fixed for voting 
upon the international conference bill? 

Mr. CHANDLER. I will ask that there may be a vote upon 
the bill at 2 o'clock on Monday. 

Mr. WHITE and others. Let us vote to-day. 
Mr. FRYE. Why cari we not vote to-day? 
Mr. CHANDLER. It is suggested by Senators that I am too 

liberal, as I usually am in such matters, and therefore I will mod· 
ify my request by saying 4 o'clock this afternoon. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from New Ramp· 
shire asks unanimous consent that the Senate proceed to vote upon 
Senate bill 3547 and the amendments thereto at 4 o'clock this 
evening. Is there objection? 

Mr. TURPIE. I object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Indiana ob

jects. 
Mr. MORGAN. The Senator from New Hampshire will see 

that I am not left any option. I am obliged to insist upon my 
proposition. , 

Mr. TURPIE. I will withdraw my objection. • 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senatorfromlndiana with· 

draws his objection. Is there objection to the request of the Sen
ator from New Hampshire? The Chair hears none. 

Mr. MORGAN. Now, so fa.r as I am concerned, I consent that 
the regu1ar order, the Nicaragua Canal bill, shall be laid aside 
until the vote is taken--

Mr. WIDTE. That it .shall be temporarily laid aside. 
Mr. MORGAN. That it shall be temporarily laid aside until 

the vote is taken upon the pending measure, when it will be re
sumed without prejudice. 

'l'he PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection to the request 
of the Senator from New Hampshire that the unfinished business 
be temporarily laid aside, that the business which has been before 
the Senate may be completed? The Chair hears none, and it will 
be so ordered. 

Mr. HOAR. I desire, if the Senator from Georgia will pardon 
me, to address an inquiry to the Senator from Alabama. 

I am one of those, as I suppose the Senator knows very well, who 
have endeavored to follow him and hie:; committee in regard to the 
very important and interesting measure which he has in charge, 
and I hope and expect to continue to doso. But the Senator must 
see that a Senate bill which has given rise to so much discussion 
here, and about which the action of other branches of the Govern· 
ment, both at this end of the Avenue and the oth€r, would cel·
tainly be a subject of great anxiety to the friends of the bill here· 
after, I suppose I trangress no propriety in saying, ought not to 
prevent the Senate from accomplishing any other legislative busi
ness. If eight or ten opponents of the bill, the Senate having made 
up its mind and having considered the matter for years, are to ad· 
dress the Senate, as is their right and their duty-I make no com· 
plaint of that-and then they have to be answered atequallengtb, 
answering arguments against the bill which have not made much 
impression on the majority of the Senate, there is great danger 
not only that the bill will fail, but that it will drag down all other 
legislation that anyone has any interest in with it. 

For one, expressing my profoundest interest in the measure and 
my purpose to follow the Senator from Alabama with great fidelity 
as an able leader, I desire to appeal to him to ask the Senate to fix 
a time for the disposition of the bill. If that be objected to, then 
I desire to ask that Senator to propose at as early a day as possible 
that the Senate continue in session to-night, or to-morrow night, 
or Monday night. Perhaps it would not do to propose it at so late 
an hour to-day for to-night, as the Senate has not expected to con
tinue in session, but I ask the Senator to propose to take up the 
bill and continue its consideration until it is disposed of. 

I beg the Senator to excuse me if I have interfered improperly 
in this matter. 

.Mr. MORGAN. Not in theslightestdegree. Iwishtosaythis 
about it: I gave notice on the day before yesterday, on the inti
mation of the Senator from Massachusetts fMr. HoAR], that I 
should ask the Senate on yesterday to sit this bill out. It was -very 
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apparent, however, to Senators here that there was a necessity for 
an executive session, which was protracted until the hour of 4 
o'clock in the afternoon. It was equally apparent at that hour 
that no progress of any value could be made upon the Nicaraguan 
Canal bill, and Senators all around appealed to me that they should 
be allowed to go to the Calendar and pass unobjected cases, which 
I think is an important duty that we owe to each other, and I 
yielded for that purpose. This morning there comes this very 
important international silver question, brought up in the morning 
hour and continued over until2 o'clock. A.s an act of courtesy to 
the Senator from Utah [Mr. CANNON], I yielded the floor and 
asked that he might be permitted to finish his remarks. Then 
the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. CHANDLER], thinking it 
was a great matter, which should be attended to-and it is-asked 
that the further consideration of the Nicaraguan Canal bill might 
be laid aside to let his bill come to a vote. I then proposed that 
he should name an hour for voting on the silver bill, and he named 
the hour of4o'clock, which I thought was a reasonable adjustment, 
and that we could then get that out of the way. 

Mr. President, I never get as badly scolded for anything I do 
here as for those things which are exactly right, and when I do a 
thing that is exactly right I am always looking out for censure. 

Mr. HOAR. All I have done was to ask the Senator to make 
this application, which I have no doubt he would like to do. 

Mr. MORGAN. I gave notice, following up the intimation ·of 
the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. HoAR], that immediately 
we take up this bill and proceed with the consideration of it, and 
if Senators will remain with me here, l will stay all night, if it be 
necessary, though I am not a -young man now. 

Mr. CULLOM (to Mr. MoRGAN). First ask the Senate to fix 
_a time for taking the final vote. 

Mr. MORGAN. I was about to make that suggestion. I have 
frequently asked the Senate to fix an hour or a day for voting on 
the Nicaraguan bill. I will ask now that on Tu9sday next-! 
think that is probably time enough for all debate necessary-at 
the hour of 4 o'clock we commence voting on the bill without 
further debate, except under the ten-minute rule on !)>mendments, 
and continue until the bill is finished. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Alabama asks 
unanimous consent that at 4 o'clock on Tuesday the Senate pro
ceed to vote upon the Nicaragua bill. Does the Chair understand 
the Senator to ask that the debate continue after 4 o'clock? 

Mr. MORGAN. On amendments. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. And that at 4 o'clock on Tuesday 

amendments to the bill be debated under the ten-minute rule, 
and that the vote be taken at what hour? 

Mr. MORGAN. That the vote be taken at 5 o'clock. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. And that the vote be taken at 5 

o'clock upon the bill and amendments. Is there objection? 
Mr. TURPIE. I object, Mr. President. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Indiana 

objects. 
Mr. ALLISON. I trust now the Senator from Alabama will 

not give his notice to sit this bill out on Monday, but will post
pone that also for a day. I trust that he will ask that the Senate 
begin the consideration of the bill on Monday immediately after 
the routine morning business. I think that at the conclusion of 
a short session there is an impediment in the transaction of busi
ness here by dividing our day into two parts. We have seen here 
the bill of the Senator from New Hampshire occupying a week 
after the routine morning business until 2 o'clock. Then we have 
seen two weeks occupied from that hour until 4 o'clock usually in 
the consideration of the important question which the Senator 
from Alabama has in charge. If we are to transact any business 
from now until the end of the session, we must begin after the 
routine morning business with whatever we have in hand and go 
on with it,.,certainly, until 6 o'clock every evening, and after an op
portunityforreasonable de bate, we must vote on it, whether we vote 
it up or vote it down. I hope also that we shall sit here nights. 

Mr. MORGAN. I accept the suggestion of the Senator from 
Iowa with great satisfaction, and admit the validity and force of 
the suggestions he has made in support of his intimation to me. 
That Senator knows a-s much about the business of the Senate of 
the United States and of Congress as any man on this floor, and 
has been a long time intimately connected with it in the most 
important sense. I concur with him that the better way certainly 
is to commence at the conclusion of the routine morning business 
on Tuesday. 

Mr. ALLISON. On Monday. 
Mr. CULLOM. And follow it up until the matter is disposed of. 
Mr. MORGAN. IwillsayonMonday; and I hope that the Sen-

ate will enable me to bring this subject to a vote at some reason
able hour after it shall have taken the subject up as I have now 
sug~ested. On Monday, at the conclusion of the routine morning 
business, I desire to advise Senators that I shall move to take up 
this bill with that view. 

Mr. HOAR. I should like to give notice that immediately after 
the disposition of the Nicaraguan Canal bill I shall ask the Senate 
to proceed with tha consideration of the unfinished business, 
which is the bankruptcy bill. · .. 

Mr. BACON obtained the floor. 
Mr. FRYE. Will the Senator pardon me one moment? 
Mr. BACON. Yes, sir. 
Mr. FRYE. The Senator from Alabama gave notice that he 

would move to take the bill up immediately after the routine morn
ing business on Monday. If he succeeded in having the bill taken 
up at that time, it would then be within the morning hour, where 
there is no such thing as unfinished business, and the bill would 
lose its place as unfinished business. I think the Senator ought to 
ask unanimous consent that the bill maybe taken up immediately 
after the routine business on Monday morning, and that it shall 
not lose its position as unfinished business at 2 o'clock. 

Mr. MORGAN. Perhaps I may modify the motion. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chan· will suggest that in 

his opinion the bill would not lose its position as unfinished busi
ness if taken up in ,the morning hour. 

Mr. HOAR. What the Senator from Maine [Mr. FRYE] sug-
gests ha-s not been the custom. -

Mr. ALDRICH. That has not been the custom of the Senate, I 
would suggest to the Senator from Maine. 

Mr. FRYE. It has not been? 
Mr. ALDRICH. No; I am sure of that. · 
Mr. FRYE. Then it is unnecessary. My own impression was 

that the bill would lose its place as the unfinished business by be
ing taken up in the morning hour. 

Mr. HOAR. I suppose no Senator, whatever he may think, will 
object when it is understood that the unfinished business, what
ever it may be, is not to lose whatever rights it now has; and I wish 
it understood that this is to apply both to the Nicaraguan bill and 
the bankruptcy bill. That was understood. 

Mr. TURPIE. I do not understand that the Senator from Ala
bama--

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Indiana will 
please excuse the Chair. 

Mr. TURPIE. Certainly. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Massa

chusetts desire the request he has made to be put to the Senate, 
for unanimous consent? 

Mr. HOAR. I desire to have it understood; yes. 
Mr. ALDRICH. That is the rule of. the Senate. 
Mr. HOAR. If that is the rule, I will not ask, unanimous con

sent. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chan· simply1·ules in accord· 

ance with what is his judgment upon the subject. 
Mr. TURPIE. Mr. President, I did not understand the honor

able Senator from Alabama to ask unanimous consent to make the 
Nicaraguan Canal bill the unfinished business immediately after 
the conclusion of the routine morning bus·n ess, but only to give 
notice that he will at that time move to take it up. 

Mr. MORGAN. That is all. 
Mr. TURPIE. Of course, I have no objection to that. 
Mr. MORGAN. That is all I propose. 
Mr. TURPIE. Mr. President, there was one expression in the 

remarks of the honorable Senator from Alabama which I intended 
to discuss, in which he said that all debate on this bill which 
would be necessary would be finished by such a time. I do not 
think it is possible at this time for _any Senator to say as to when 
necessary debate will be finished. I do not think it is possible at 
this time for_ the Senator from Alabama to say when necessary 
debate should be finished upon this measure, nor when necessary 
debate would be finished on any measure which is pending be-
fore us. . 

I recollect some four or five years ago addressing the Senate on 
the subject of the cloture, in which an attempt was made to lay 
down the line at which resistance should cease by those who were 
opposed to a measure pending in this body. We are far from that 
line now. The true divisional line has not yet been reached. As 
soon as that trocha may have been reached, it will be time enough 
to talk about fixing an hour and a day for an ultimate vote upon 
the bill. 

Mr. THURSTON. Mr. President, there are two 1·esolutions 
which have been introduced by my colleague, the Senator from 
Nebraska [Mr. ALLEN], with respect to the foreclosure proceed
ings instituted by direction of the President against the Union 
Pacific Railway Company. I desire simply to give notice that I 
wish to speak on those resolutions before they are in any way dis
posed of or referred; but I have no .desn·e to press for an oppor• 
tunity to do so at any early day. 

Mr. BACON. Mr. President, on yesterday I offered an amend
ment to the pending hill, which 1 ask may be read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment proposed bJ 
the Senator from Georgia will be read. 

-
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The SECRETARY. It is proposed. to insert as an additional sec

tion the following: 
SEC. 2. That the President of the United States is here by authorized, in the 

name of the Government of the United States, to call, in his di:iicretion, such 
i:r;tternationa.l conference, to assemble a.t such point as may be agreed upon. 

Mr. BACON. Mr. President, I do not wish to be understood 
as expressing in that amendment all that I think ought to be pro
vided in the pending bill. As an original proposition, I should 
very much prefer the amendment offered by the Senator from 
Utah [Mr. CANNON]; in other words, I think that the bill ought 
to provide definitely not only that this international conference 
maybe called, butthatitshall be called. But Irecognizethefact 
that in order for this bill to accomplish anything, either directly 
or indirectly, it must be such a bill as the promoters and friends 
of it agree to. Therefore, my only object m offering the amend
ment is to make it sufficiently definite to put the responsibility for 
either the calling or the not calling of this proposed international 
conference upon the political party which seeks to promote it. 

As stated on yesterday, the bill in its present form, without the 
amendments, while it may be susceptible to the construction 
which has been put upon it by the Senator from New Hampshire 
rMr. CHANDLERl, to the effect that it does already empower the 
Pn~sident of the United States thus to call this conference-while 
this II!-ay be the pro:pe~ constru~tion, it is J?OSsible t~at there may 
be a difference of opm10n upon It. The obJect of this amendment 
is simply to put that out of the pale of doubt or question. 

I repeat, Mr. President, that if the Senators who favor the pas
sage of this bill, and who seek to promote this international con
ference, would agree to it, I should very much prefer the amend
ment offered by the Senator from Utah; but I think it would be a 
mistake to impose upon the bill, even if we had the power to do 
so, any amendment to which they do not agree and on account 
of which amendment they may hereafter ·say that the bill failed 
of accomplishing its purpose. 

The distinguished Senator who has charge of this bill has signi
fied his acceptance of my amendment. Therefore it is the same, 

. so far as the question of responsibility goes, as if it had been in-
corporated in the original draft of the bill. . 

I wish to say but one word with reference to the question of 
supporting this bill. There are those who have spoken to-day and 
on yesterday who agree with me on the general propositions rela
tive to financial matters connected with coinage, but who are not 
disposed to give their support to this bill. The distinguished Sen
ator from New Hampshire called the attention of the Senator from 
Utah to thefact that Iwassupportingthe bill while I did not have 
faith in it, and to that the Senator from Utah responded that a 
Senator who did not have faith in the bill ought not to give it his 
support. 

Mr. President, while I do not think there is any great proba
bility of a successful issue in this attempt, I do recognize the fact 
that there is a possibility of such successful result; but even if I 
should be of the opinion that there is no possibility of success, I 
t4ink that the bill ought to pass, for the reason that, whatever 
may be the opinion which I and others may have upon the ques
tion whether this matter of international bir;netallism can be 
accomplished, there is no doubt about the fact that there are a 
great many people in the United States who are opposed to the 
single gold standard, who yet are standing upon the proposition 
that the only safe way to attempt bimetalHsm is throu~h inter
national agreement, and who believe that it is practicable to 
accomplish it through international agreement. They, like our
selves, are opposed to the single gold standard, and yet they do 
not cooperate with us because they think it ought to be done 
through the medium of an international agreement and not by 
independent action on the part of the United States Government. 

Now, if those who have pledged themselves to promote inter
national bimetallism are allowed to do it in their own way, if no 
impediments are thrown in the way, if, on the contrary, they are 
to the extent of our votes in support of the bill aided in their effort, 
one of two things must be demonstrated. It may be a success. 
If it is, I shall welcome it and be glad of it. If it is not a success, 
it will be forever an answer to the proposition that this Govern
ment ought not to proceed because it can be done in another way 
which is more practicable. For that reason I think the distin
guished Senator from Utah is incorrect in his criticism when he 
says that one who has not faith in the success of the movement 
ought not to support the bill. On the contrary, I think all of us 
who favor bimetallism ought to support the bill, to give full oppor
tunity to have the question test-ed in the fairest way, whether or 
not it can be done in this way. 

I repeat, if it can be done in this way, although it will be an 
overthrow of the views which I have entertained, I shall be glad 
of the success. If it can be demonstrated that it can not be ob
tained in this way, then the road is open for the attempt more 
properly and successfully to be made in the way which I think 
this Government ought to proceed in the effort. 

I do not desire, Mr. President, to follow the distinguished Sen-

ators in any discussion which has been had upon this subject as to 
whether or not it can be a success or will not be a success. I do · 
not think that is a material question in the issue whether or not 
this bill should be voted for by those of us who are opposed to a. 
single gold standard. For myself I shall vote for it, and I shall 
be very glad to see every other Senator who is opposed to the gold 
st.andard cast a like vote. · 

Mr. JONES of Arkansas. Mr. President, I agree to almost all 
that has been said by the Senator from Georgia [Mr. BACON]. I 
am a strong believer in bimetallism. I should be gratified beyond 
measure to have bimetallism accomplished bytheconcurrentcon
sent of the great nations of the earth. I am one of those who have 
believed that it was impossible to get the nations of the world to 
agree to bimetallism for the present, and believing that the best 
interests of the people of the United States would be subserved by 
independent action if we could not procure concurrent action, I 
have favored independent action on the part of this Government. 

I believe that hundreds of thousands of people in the recent elec
tion voted against the party to which I belong and for the other 
party because they had been made to believe that an international 
agreement was possible, and that the results which we all wanted 
could be oronght about with less disturbance to business intereSts 
and with less danger to existing conditions by an intP-rnational 
agr~ement than by om· own independent action. The result of 
the election was against us. I believe that those people should 
have the opportunity to try the experiment, · so as to determine 
whether or not an international agreement is feasible. 

As was stated by the Senator from Montana [Mr. CARTER] a. 
while ago, I regard the recent election as an almost unanimous 
declaration in favor of bimetallism. The method of procuring 
bimetallism seems to be the point of difference between the people 
of this country. Now, we are at a point when we are to determine 
whether or not we shall try the experiment, and whether or not 
international bimetallism is practical. I am in favor of allowing 
those who believe in that scheme to make a full and complete trial 
in their own way without any obstruction on our part. I confess 
that I have little faith in its success, but I feel that those who do 
Lelieve in it ought to be allowed the fullest and freest liberty to 
do try it completely, so as to satisfy themselves and satisfy the 
people of this country who believe in bimetallism and yet who 
fear to take independent action on the part of the people of this 
country. . 

This scheme is not ours; we have not originated it; we do not 
believe it is the proper scheme for the solution of these difficultiel'!; 
but there seems to be a large percentage of the people of this 
country who believe it, and, they believing it, I am in favor of 
their having a full and complete opportunity to try their plan. 
,If it succeeds, I shall rejoice heartily with them. I believe the 
greatest question now challenging the attention of the civilized 
people in the world will have been settled and settled successfully 
if they can bring about an international agreement. If they fail 
in this, and they demonstrate that it is impracticable and impos
sible, then it. seems to me that their failure will be a statement to 
the American people that we must either lie down before the 
powers of Europe and surrender om· manhood absolutely, or that 
we shall assert ourselves as independent men and do that which 
the interests of our own country demand, and act for ourselves. 
It seems to me that the only question which can be presented which 
is likely to cause any difference of opinion amongst our people will 
have been swept out of the way, and that we shall have brought 
the pleadings down to plain and positive issue. 

For this purpose and for this rea.<~on I agree with the Senator 
from Georgia [Mr. BACON] that the fliends of this measure ought 
to have the absolute control of it. 1 shall not vote for a single 
amendment to their bill which they do not-themselves accept. I 
do not propose to become in a measure responsible for it. I think, 
for instance, if there should be a majority of silver men in this 
Benate, and we should vote for the substitute proposed by the 
Senator from Utah [Mr. CANNON], we would at onye become 
responsible for its enactment; it would then become our measure, 
and not the measure of the Republicans, not the measure of those 
who believe in international bimetallism, and we should be respon
sible for its failure in the event that it should fail. I propose to 
allow the responsibility to rest where it belongs, on those who 
believe in international bimetallism-those who believe it can be 
accomplished. Let us give them the fullest opportunity to try. 
If they succeed, I shall rejoice and bid them godspeed in their 
efforts to bring it about. I hope they may succeed, but I have 
very little faith in the effort. 

Under these circumstances, I should be glad to see those who 
think as I do stand in the same attitude that I do toward this 
measure, and allow the friends of it to arrange it as they please 
and to put it in such shape as they choose. Let them pass it and 
take the responsibility for it if it should fail; and if it should suc
ceed, as I have said, I will rejoice as much in their success as any 
of them. 

Mr. SHOUP. Mr. President, it was not my intention to address 
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the Senate on the pending measure, but inasmuch as amendments 
have been offered by the Senator from Utah [Mr. CANNON) and 
the Senator from Nevada [Mr. STEWART], I must, in justice to 
myself and the constituency which I in part represent, explaill 
my vote, which will be recorded in opposition to the proposed 
amendments and in favor of the pending bill. 

It seems to me, Mr. President, that the authors of these amend.. 
ments did not take into full consideration the fact that the Presi
dent-elect was nominated after the adoption of a platform declar
ing, among other things, that: 

We demand such an equita.ble tariff on foreign imports which come into 
competition with the American product as will not only furnish adequaw 
revenue for the necessary expenses of the Government, but will P1".0tect 
American labor from degradation and the wage level of other lands. We are 
not pledged to any particular schedule. The question of rates 1J3 a practical 
question, to be governed by the conditions of the time and of prOduction. 
The ruling and uncompromiSing principle is the protection and development 
of American labor and industries. 

The platform also declared in favor of an international agree
ment with the leading commercial nations of the earth relating 
to the coinage of gold and silver. On these declarations of party 
principles the President wa.a elected. -

The measure presented by the Senator from New Hampshire 
fMr. CliANDLER] was intended to give full authority to the Presi
dent-elect to carry into effect the declaration relating to interna
tional bimetallism. I wish it distinctly understood that I have 
always been, and am now 1.. an advocate of unrestricted coinage 
when it shall come before tne Senate in a proper way, but not a.s 
a rider to any other important bill or measure, for remonetization 
is too important a subject to be considered in connection with 
other measures. 

It is my opinion that these amendments are out of place at this 
time, inasmuch as the pending bill was intended to give the Presi
dent authority to appoint commissioners to an international con
gress for the purpose of securing an agreement for international 
bimetallism. The President-elect is pledged by the Republican 

~ platform to exert his influence in accomplishing this result. 
:::5hould he fail, it will then be proper for Congress to take action 
looking to the remonetization of silver. 

Mr. :~?resident, it is not my intention to cast the slightest reflec
tion upon theSenatorswhohaveoffered theproposedamendments. 
I do not accuse them of bad faith, or of thwarting or trying to 
thwart the President-elect of the United States on the threshold of 
his AdministTation, but I believe that if these amendments should 
be adopted, such would be the result. The amendments are not 
in accord with the platform upon which he was elected, and 1 
take it that he should have an opportunity, without being tram
meled in any way, to carry into execution the declarations upon 
which he was elected. · 

I therefore sincerely hope that my friends the distinguished 
Senator from Nevada and the distinguished Senator from Utah 
will not. insist upon the adoption of their amendments. 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. President, I should like to say one or two 
words upon this matter, not to delay the vote. A good many Sen
ators have spoken as if they think the possibility of an interna
tional arrangement for bimetallism is a mere chimera or dream, 
and have almost implied that those persons who propose to make 
the attempt are endeavoring to mislead somebody or cajole some
body or turn the attention of somebody away from what is prac
tical in this matter. But I think those gentlemen fail to take into 
consideration one o:r two bets. There is no doubt whatever that 
a very large majority of the people of the civilized world are in 
favor of having what is known as the double standard-gold and 
silver-prevail. Look at the condition of public sentiment in the 
United States. There are a few worthy gentlemen who agree with 
what I understand is the opinion of my vro·y able and industrious 
fTiend from Wisconsin [Mr. VILAS], which he has just announced. 
But the Democratic party and the Populist party, the supporters 
of Mr. Bryan, who are counted by millions in this country, believe 
that doctrine. 

The Republican party, so far as it can be judged by its plat
form, has declared its belief in that doctrine, and has pledged 
itself to promote this result. There are a few exceptions, as I 
have said. There is the exception represented by my honorable 
friend the Senator from Wisconsin. Then there is my honorable 
friend the Senator from Nevada [Mr. STEWART] : who says, if I 
understand him correctly, that he does not want foreign nations 
to agree to use silver as a money with us, and have it established 
for their benefit. He wants some money in this country, if I 
understand him correctly, which is so poor and cheap and miser
able that even a Jap or a Chinaman will not touch it. 

Mr. STEW ART. I do not desire to have it so dear that an 
American can not get it, as it is now. 

Mr. HOAR. The Americans have been getting it pretty well. 
The wage earners of this country have laid up what is represented 
by it, fifteen or sixteen hundred million dollars, in the savings 
banks, where they are not allowed to make a deposit of more 
than $500 at once or more than $1,500 in one name. The money 

power that the Senator talks about-the money power that carried 
the election last fall-was the money power of the men who earn 
it with their hands on farms and in factories, and who have laid it 
up as savings; and that money power is in favor of international 
bimetallism. 

Mr. STEW ART. Did nobody contribute to the election but 
laboring men? 

Mr. HOAR. I do not want to yield. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does- the Senator from Massa

chusetts yield? 
Mr. HOAR. Agoodmanythinkingmendid,as well as laboring 

men who were thinking. 
Mr. President, how is it in foreign nations? I had some excep. 

tional and unusual means of learning something about the matter 
this last summer when I was abroad. I had the pleasure of a long 
conversation with the foremost bimetallist in France, M. Fougeirot, 
who last summer inb·oduced into the French Assembly a resolu
tion declaring that the present depressed condition of agriculture 
and manufactures and commerce in France was owing to the 
demonetization of silver, and pledging France to cooperate with 
other countries in its restoration. In the French Assembly when 
they introduce an important measure it is not introduced by one 
person alone, but very frequently the mover goes about and gets 
the signatures of the men who agree with him before it is pre
sented, and that resolution bore the signatures, I think, of 367 out 
of 450 members; at any rate, between three-fifths and four-fifths 
of the Assembly. M. Melin, then and now the premier, made a 
speech in the French Assembly on that question in which he de· 
clared that when other countries would reestablish silver they 
would not have to wait for France. 

Now, that is a pretty respectable addition. It is a pretty respect· 
able capital to start with in getting this union among nations
the pledge of the party that carried this country in' the last elec
tion to do it if they can, the pledge of the party who opposed 
them, except the Senator from Nevada, that gray-haired and 
hoaryherzmtwho stands alone in this matter, that they would be 
glad to see it done and would help them in every way in their 
power, and the pledge of nearly four-fifths of the French As· 
sembly. They have a bimetallio league that met, of which M. 
Melin was president, and of which his predecessor as prime min
ister is an honorary president. That bimetallic league represents 
among other persons delegations from every agricultural society 
in every province of France. Those agricultural societies in 
France are not merely associations of gentlemen devoted to fancy 
farming ·and stock raising. They are men who wield the political 
power and represent the political purpose of the farmers of France, 
now, as always, an irresistible powe.r in shaping its policy; and 
with one accord, without exception, the representatives of those 
great French interests agrea in saying that France is eager to 
unite with any other country. 

Mr. LINDSAY. Mr. President--
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Massa-

chusetts yield to the Senator from Kentucky? • 
Mr. HOAR. Allow me to make this statement, and I will answer 

any question aft€rwards. 
Now, we come to England. I know very well the power of that 

square mile in London where the accounts of the world are summed 
up and where England sits, where London sits, taking her toll 
upon the exchanges of the industries of mankind. After the great 
fire in 1660 the great English poet pictured the restoration of the 
city of London, and that picture is as true to-day as it was when 
it was first drawn: 

More great than ever now, and more august, 
Now glorified she from her fires doth rise, 

Her widening streets on new foundations trust 
And opening, into larger parts she flies. 

Now, like a maiden queen, she doth behold 
To her hi~h turrets hourly suitors come, 

The East With incense, and the West with gold, 
Shall stand, like Ruppliants, to receive her doom. 

Mr. STEW ART. That is true. 
MI·. HOAR. I agree with the Senator from Nevada. I do not 

mean to have the people of the United States stand up to be 
counted in that company. 

But how is it on the question of international bimetallism in 
England? I had the opportunity of a full conversation with Mr. 
Balfour, the present leader of the House of Commons. His opin
ions are known. He has made them known by his signature to 
the great report twelve years ago by the commission of which he 
was chairman. He has made them known in public speeches in 
the House of Commons. 

Mr. STEW ART rose. 
Mr. HOAR. I wish to conclude this statement. Then I will 

answer any question. I have a mental infirmity which makes it 
impossible for me to resume a thread which is broken off in thai 
way, if the Senator will allow me. 

Mr. STEW ART. That is not the only mental infirmity. 
Mr. HOAR. I have a good many. One of the disorders under 
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which I labor is in being three score and ten years old, Qf wb,ic4 I during th~ last polittcaJ. campaign a political procession in which; 
do not expect to be cured. I£ I were young, like my friend the were two S€lnators of the United States had a banner or transpar~ 
Senator from Nevada, I wc;mld get aJ,ong bette1-. ency with the inscription, "We will yet hang bankers in Ne-wl 

That gentleman has made known in every way in which \t ~an York as they do horse thieves in Texas." _ 
be made known his opinion in favor of the establishment of mter- Mr. PETTIGREW. Mr. President--
national bimetallism by the concurrence of the civilized and com- The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Mass!t"' 
mercial nations. He has defended that opinion in the House 9f chusetts yield to the Senator from South Dakota? -
Commons against the brutal position of Mr. Gladstone and Srr Mr. PETTIGREW. I should like to have the Senator state who 
William Hal'court. the Senators were who rode in that procession. 

Mr. STEW ART. Let me ask the Senator right here-- Mr. HOAR. I do not propose to state who the Senators were. 
Mr. HOAR. I do not want to l;>e interrupted. I saw the statement in the papers. 
The PRESIDING OFFIOER. TheSenatm·fromMassachusetts Mr. PETTIGREW. I will say further to the Senator that if 

declines to yield. _ any such banner was carried, it had above it that it was a quota• 
Mr. HOAR. ;I &?cline to yield, if the Senator will ;pardon me. tion from Wendell Phillips. Those were his words, and it was a 

:r; will yield a little later on. I hope the Senator will not think it quotation from him. 
discourteous. :Mr. HOAR. I dare say; and the Senator could find quotations 

"1\Ir. STEW ART. I always yield to the Senator from Massa- from Wendell Phillips in which he called George Washington 
chusetts. "that slaveholder,"andotherquotationsfrom Wendell Phillips in 

Mr. HOAR. I know the Senator does. which he said that" the Constitution of the United States was a 
Mr. STEWART. The Senatorismaking a statement in rega'l'd covenant with death and an agreement with hell." I dare say. I 

to a particular man, and I want to call his attention-- do not care. I am talking about the indorsers and not the maker 
Mr. HOAR. I was present at a brilliant company in London, of that sentiment. 

a lunch, and spoke of this conversation with Mr. Balfour. I said Jtir. PETTIGREW. I should like to ask the Senator if he in-
that I did not wish to repeat what he had said to me, because I dorses the last quotation which he has just made? 
did not think public men liked to have their opinions related at · Mr. HOAR. Not in the least. I do not put it on my banner, 
secondhand, and for that reason I do not repeat it here. They and I do not waJk in a procession that bears it. Perhaps the Sen.t 
prefer to do it for themselves. When I said that, a gentleman, ator from South Dakota knows who the Senators were. 
an eminent member of the cabinet of the present Government, 1\Ir. PETTIGREW. I do not. 
there being two other membeTs of the cabinet present, said, "Mr. Mr. HOAR. Mr. President, there never was a greater mistake 
HoAR, it is no secret that Mr. Balfour's opinions on this matter on the face of the earth. Of course there are in commercial cities 
are those of a majority of Her Majesty's Government. 11 men, men of wealth, men who get hold of banks, who are swindlers, 

I am aware, as I said of the difficulties. I suppose if Her Majes- who are defaulters, who are speculators, who al'e schemers, who 
ty'sGovernmentwere to undertake to pledge England to complete are oppressors, just as in great cities there are men who are rob
international bimetallism next week, they would be overthrown bers and pickpockets and thieves of another kind, not any the less 
by the power that dwells within the square mile in London, and respectable, I agree. But in the main the bankers of New England, 
they know it; and I suppose, with 'the other difficulties they have of which section I speak, are as good and respectable a body of m€n 
on their hands, they are not ready to do it. That, I concede, is a as can be found in this country. The direction of our national 
difficulty which may defeat this ~ttempt-very possibly. banks is made up in this way. Generally there' will be eight or 

Now, how is it in Germany? I have in my hand a letter from nine directors. It is true in every single instance in my city of 
one of the most eminent public men in Germany-a member of 100,000 inhabitants. Five or six of those directors will be men 
the Reichstag. I will not read the whole letter, and I will not give retired from business, elderly men, not men of lar~e wealth usn
the name of the WI'iter. The Senate will have to take what I say ally, but the sort of men whom you would trust, if you were to 
about it on my authority, therefore, and not on the authority of die to-morrow and leave an infant daughter of 2 years old, with 
the '!liter himself. But he repeats and reaffirms this statement, your estate as her trustee, and be sure that twenty or thirty years 
which 1S in the second pa.1·agraph: hence it would be there, every penny of it safely accounted for. 

Besides having a bimetallic majority in our parliament, we are also baoked They are the sort of men selected to settle estates, that men take 
ap_ by a majority in the Prussian cabinet; and thou~h still obli~ed J;o cry, advice of in then· private affairs. They have no personal end, but 
"Not without England a.s a full partner," I consider it not at all1mprobable merely spend their lives in that way. Then two or three of those 
that Germany may under certain circumstances join a bim~tallic union even directors usually belong to mercantile or manufacturin!!' estab-
without England. 1 th k of b · ..., 

Now, the appreciation of the currency question iq growing
1 

but to ac- ishments for e sa e orrowmg money of the banks. They 
complish that means facing a great Illl\ny more difficulties, and, worst of all, borrow up to the limit. They are engaged perhaps in a wire com

.lt would cause long delay and great danger to the Sl+premaily of European pany or a woolen mill O'l' a large dry goods house. If it is a village 
civilization.. bank, the head of the village factory will be one of the directors. 

Then the writer makes some discussion about the personal qual- But they are all men who desire to borrow money at the lowest 
ities of the chancellor and the. Emperor which it is not proper for possible rate, not to pay large rates, and they are men to whom a 
pte to read. But he goes on to express his opinion that Russia will financial or business disturbance or the throwing of men out of 
be ready for this same union when the time comes, and he quotes work is especially odious, because, if for no other reason, their 
a letter from a Russian friend of his, in which the latter says: business is destroyed or injured by it. That is the way the bank-

If the present }l'rench Government play t~ir cards well, I am sure that illg system of New England is carried on, and I appeal with entire 
Russia would decide for bimetallism if at the same time the United States confidence to every New England Senator within sound of my 
would adopt free silver and France contributed1 too, in that direction. My voice if I have not given a correct description of them,. 
fear in all these diplomatic negotiations is that tihe diplomatists in general Mr. HAWLEY. That is right. 
have never studied the question and know nothing about it, etc. . 

Mr. FRYE. The Senator from Massachusetts ought to go one 
I do not wish to be understood in saying this as expressing con- step further. There is an enormous sum in the savings banks of 

fidence that this consummation is at hand at all, but I wish to New England which belongs to the workingmen. 
state that the time has come for another effort. I wish to state Mr. HOAR. I was coming to that within a moment. I was 
that this opinion in these four great nations, France, Germany, the speaking of national banks. 
United States, and England, saying nothing of Russia and of th~ Mr. FRY.El. I wish to call the attention of the Senator to the 
smaller Latin nationsor of the smaller nations on the north-some fact that all of the directors work without any pay_ whatever in 
of whom, though not all, are eager to follow if France and Ger- seeking to invest this money for the poor people. 
many will take the lead-is growing. It will be stronger twelve Mr. HOAR. We have $466_,000,000 in the savings banks of my 
months hence than it is now. It is stronger now than it was State~ banks in which you can deposit, I believe, but $500 at any 
twelve months ago. And it is the opinion of a vast majority of one time, and where you can not ever deposit more than fifteen 
the thinking men, of the men engaged in agri-culture, of the men or sixteen hundred dollars. I am not sure whether it is fifteen or 
engaged in manufacture, and ~oof the scholars of the universities sixteen hundred dollars. That is immaterial. The depositors in 
of mankind, whether this thing will be accomplished in three those savings banks are the wage earners of the State and their 
months·or three years, it is coming, and coming to stay. . wives and children. They are the men who do the work of the 

Now, Mr. President, I wish, while I am up, to say one word on State on the farms, in the factories in the machine shops~ and in 
another subject. Gentlemen in their debates h-ere and in their all other branches of labor, and the same kind of men, as my 
discussions upon the stump use the word " banker" as if it were honorable friend the Senator from Maine so well says, who man
a term of opprobrium to be a banker, and as if to be engaged in age the other banks manage these. There have been some cases 
the business of banking were a degrading occupation; as if a qf banks plundered, and of one or two savings banks' treasurers 
banker is a person who delights to pi under and bleed the poor and. who have been defaulters. But there is no way in which the 
the laboring man, a man dealing in bulllon and in stocks and management of the concern makes a dollar out of any speculation. 
s:peculating in the necessities of life, and desiring to foment fina.Il- , A director in a national bank may have a little stock. It is very 
Cial and industrial troubles and excitements with a view of m.ak- seldom that adirectorwill have more than a few thousand dollars 
ing his own harvest out of the operation. I saw a statement that of stock in his bank. 
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Mr. HAWLEY. Scarcely any of our banks have any stock to 
be held. 

Mr. HOAR. The savin~s banks have no stock at all, of course. 
They are merely depositones. These banks are strictly regulated 
by law, and they are visited and carefully examined by the sav
ings banks commissioner .on the part of the State, and in the case 
of national banks by the United States bank examiner on the 
part of the nation. 

Mr. President, I wish to protest against this public sentiment 
which has grown up. They talk about some things that have 
been said in the East about the West. You never hear speakers 
on the hustings, on the stump, in addressing any public meeting 
in the New England States or anywhere else in the East use an 
expression of opprobrium about the West. They know that the 
interest of New England is a prosperous West and a prosperous 
South. They know that we are all in one boat. They know that 
the political power of this Government is passing, like the star of 
empire, westward, and they expect it. There has not been a meas
ure since I have been in public life or since I have known public 
affairs, the homestead law or any other great measure, the laws 
for building those railroads, and opening the Western prairies, 
where we have not followed the statesmen of the Western States 
as our leaders. 

We do not think you can establish silver by this country alone. 
We think you must have a money which will remain stable and 
fixed in its value as near as the lot of humanity will admit, and 
that for that purpose two metals are better than one. Most of us 
think so. We think that if you establish and un.dertake to have 
the silver of the world coined without limit in our mints you will 
drive out the gold by an inexorable law; that yon will get one 
metal, a,nd not two; that you will get a metal which in that case 
·will be changeable and fluctuating, going up and down like the 
thermometer on an April day. We think, also, that you will not 
have as much money then as you have now when our gold is sent 
off to Europe. It does not at aU follow because you have cheap, 
poor money that it will be plenty. You have to work to get it. 
I have known a good many men who had very cheap and nasty 
clothes, and yet they did not have a great many of them. Plenty, 
as long as civilized man has civilized tastes, is not the necessary 
accompaniment of cheapness, or worthlessness, or nastiness. 

Now, Mr. President, I wish toprotestagainstthispublicopinion 
which denounces not only the whole people of the section where I 
live, but the worthy people whom the workingmen of the section 
in which I live trust to manage their savings for them in this way. 

- I thinkthesegreatdelusionswhicharefomented upon the stump, 
and which we can not help, do infinite mischief to the people of 
this country, taken as a whole. They do especial mischief, Mr. 
President, to the people who believe them and act upon them and 
base their public conduct upon them. 

A great preacher, half a century ago, uttered a truth which some 
of our friends who talk about the bankers of the East and the 
crime of 1873, I think, sooner or later, will have occasion to bring 
to their own hearts. He said, ''When a whole people set them
selves to believe a lie, God punishes them with complete success." 

Mr. GALLINGER. Mr. President, as a Republican and as a 
Senator representing in part a State that cheerfully and willingly 
assented to the platform adopted at St. Louis, which pledged the 
Republican party to "promote" international bimetallism, I give 
my hearty support to the measure now under consideration. • I 
am, however, forced to feel that there is no certainty of the suc
cess of this scheme. Indeed, I have very grave doubts that the 
adoption of this joint resolution will result in the purposes that 
its promoters have in view; and yet I am profoundly impressed 
with the feeling that it is the duty of the American people to hon
estly attempt to bring about this most desirable result. 

In the discussion of this question I regret that those par
ticipating in it have not in every instance kept themselves to 
a strict consideration of the question that is now before the Sen
ate. I confess that I was pained on yesterday as I listened to 
the distinguished Senator from Nevada [Mr. STEWART] make 
statements that in my opinion are not borne out by any facts 
which he can bring to the support of his assertions, and that are 
calculated to do great injustice and harm to the people of our 
country. I was astounded to hear the Senator from Nevada say, 
not for the first time in this Chamber, that there are five millions 
of Americau freemen to-day bea-ging bread and suffering the tor
tures of hunger in the United ~tates. I do not believe that any 
such condition as that exists; and I am here to say that; in my 
judgment, it is a libel upon the workingmen of the United States, 
and an assertion that ought to be rebuked during this discussion. 
I regretted likewise that the Senator from Nevada, not for the 
first time, felt it his duty to inform the people of this great coun
try that the silver nations of the world are more prosperous than 
Great Britain or the United States. 

Mr. STEWART. I never made that statement. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from New 

Hampshire yield to the Senator from Nevada? 

Mr. STEWART. I never made that statement. I said they 
were more prosperous than they ever had been in the history of 
those countries. 

Mr. GALLINGER. I did not interrupt the Senator from Ne
vada, and if he will observe the courtesies of the Senate he will 
not interrupt me without my permission. The Senator will have 
an opportunity to reply. 

Mr. STEWART. I will not. 
Mr. GALLINGER. I have heard the Senator from Nevada time 

and time again give utt;erance to precisely the expressions that I 
have attributed to him, and I am surprised to have him enter a 
denial of the correctness of my statement. Let us see what the 
facts are. TurningtotheRECORDof this morning, I find the follow
ing in the speech of the Senator bearing on this point: 

The universal prosperity of silver-standard countries, by 1:ea.son of the 
difference of exchange, leads me to wish that the United States could h~ve 
like opportunities. 

If that does not justify the statements I have made concerning 
the utterances of the Senator from Nevada, in his own time he 
will have an opportunity to disabuse my mind and the minds of 
Senators on that point. -

Mr. President, I taka issue with the Senator from Nevada, I 
take issue with the advocates of the free and unlimited coinage of 
silver in their contention, which they made over and over again 
during the last national campaign, that the condition of the silver
standard countries is such that the people of the United States 
need have no fears of any disaster coming to this nation if we 
adopt the financial policies and laws of the silver countries. 

I have on my desk a letter from a gentleman who has traveled 
extensively all over the world, a gentleman who has traveled in 
Em·ope, in Asia, and in South and Central America, and who, 
under date of October 15, wrote me concerning the condition of 
the people in the silver countries of South and Oentral America. 
I want to put his letter in the RECORD. He says: 

I .herewith inclose you a memo:t;andnm of the population of the South 
American states-seventeen in all. There is a population of about 40,000,000 
in these countries. Their currency is Mexican silver1 and every one of those 
countries is bankrupt to-day. They have no credit m Europe or America. 
You could not sell the bonds of many of them for 12 cents on the dollar. The 
exchange for gold in some of the places is 300 to 400 per cent. I invested 
about $70,000 iu Santo Domingo some eight years ago; to-day it is·not worth 
$10,000. When my investment earns $2.30 in Mexican silver, I only get 1 in 
gold for it. I received last month $350 gold draft on New York, and my agent 
paid $775 (Mexican) for it. The Argentine Confederation is bankrupt; Bolivia, 
13razil, Ohile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Guatemala, are all bankrupt. 
Haiti is beyond being bankl·upt. Honduras, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Peru 
Santo Dommgo, San Salvador, Uruguay, Venezuela, are all in a state of 
bankruptcy. Now, with these 40,000.000 of inhabitants, if they were to send 
$5,000,000 of bonds to Europe or the United States, they could not get 10 cents 
on the dollar for them. They have been made poor, first, because they manu
facture nothing but what grows on the top of the ground; second, because 
they have no currency which the world has any confidence in. It is Mexican 
silver, and it is almost impossible for a man to do business in those countries 
on account or the depreciation in the currency. You buy a barrel of flour in 
New York for i3.50 and ship it on t there-to Santo Domingo, for instance-and 
it sells for $18.50, Mexican .. 

I here quote the prices of some of the goods on which they live there: 
Salt pork, 30 cents, Mexican, per pound. · 
One pound 0 sugar (made there), 10 cents, Mexican. 
One barrel flour, $18.50 Mexican. 
One pound salt beef, 25 cents, Mexican. 
One pound ham, 50 cents, Mexican. 
One pound cheese, 50 cents, Mexican. 
One pound potatoes, 12! cents1 Mexican. 
One pound rice, 10 cents, Mexican. 
One pound onions, 20 cents, Mexican. 
One box (5 pounds) herrings, 50 cents, Mexican. 
One pound codfish, 15 to20 cents. 

•. 

One tin coal oil (5 gallons), $3 Me.tican .. 
The workingmen earn from SO cents to $1 a day; that is what I pay them, 

·A man could only buy 2 pounds of cheese for a day's work, or 2 pounds of 
ham. It would take him eighteen and one-half days to earn a barrel of flour, 
if he got a dollar a day; and if we have free silver in this country, we will be 
just as bad off as the-y are. The price of our products would go up, and gold 
will stay just where It is. There is never any change in ~old; it is alwaf.S in 
the currency that is inflated by the speculators, and If we have a silver 
standard, as I said before, every man would have to pay twice as much for 
his goods and get the same wages he does now, and there would be nothing 
left but starvation. We do not know what poverty is in this country at all. 
We pay our people more wages than any other nation in the world, and they 
are better off than any other nation in the world. You may travel all over 
the world and look at the working people on Sundays and feast days, and you 
will find no people that dress as well as the working people in Amenca. 
Compare the people at Atlantic City and the people at St. Clue on Sunday 
and you will see the difference. I trust our people will never vote to dograde 
themselves. Their franchise is the only thing they have left. 

If the Senator from Nevada can. extra-ct any comfort from that 
exhibit of the condition of the silver countries to the south of us, 
he is welcome to it. 

Mr. President, I do not care to go into an elaborate discussion 
of the gold standard or of free silver coina~e. I do not think it 
is germane to the question that is now under consideration by 
the Senate. But during the last campaign we were treated in 
New England by Mr. George Fred Williams, the apostle of free 
silver coinage in our part of the country, to a picture of the pros
perity, happiness, and contentment that prevail in the sister Re
public of Mexico; and we were told over and over again that we 
need not fear to adopt a system of currency that would put us on 
a par with the people of Mexico. 

·. 
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I think I need not say that we are infinitely better off than the 

people of Mexico are to-day. Our relative condition is not a mat
ter that ought to be dignified by debate in the Senate of the 
United .States. When citizens of this great Republic point us to 
the prosperity of the people of Mexico, or South America, or Cen
tral America, or China, or Japan, or India, as a reason why we 
should adopt their notions on the currency question, it strikes me 
that it is an absurdity which is hardly worth mentioning in this 
debate. · 

During the four years of the Administration of President Har
rison a citizen of my own State was accredited as minister pleni
potentiary to a South American republic. Very recently that 
gentleman has told me that he paid in that silver country $2 a gal
lon for kerosene oil and $36 a barrel for American flour. What a 
paradise that is for the intelligent, self-respecting workingman of 
the United States! Is it not a wonder that every ship t~at sails 
from an American port to South America does not carry a cargo 
of intelligent, self-respecting American workingmen to a country 
where they can get kerosene oil for $2 a gallon and American flour 
for $36 a barrel? Yet this is the elysium that these gentlemen are 
picturing before our eyes, and this is the condition that they say 
we can with safety to our country and to our people fasten upon 
the people of the United States. 

Mr. President, India and China are the great silver countries of 
the world. Two days ago an intelligent and highly educated phy
sician from Calcutta presented letters of introduction to me. I 
talked with him an hour in my committee room, and during that 
conversation he said to me, "While your bricklayers in America 
get three or four dollars a day, the bricklayers in Calcutta and 
Bombay are working for 4 or 5 cents per day;" and then he added 
sententiously," But they live very well on that." 

Our money is worth about twice what money is in Calcutta and 
Bombay, and I do not want to see the time come when intelligent 
American workingmen and mechanics-men laying brick, con
structing our great establishments and our homes-shall be com
pelled to work for 8 or 10 cents a day. If that is prosperity, it is 
the kind of prosperity that I do not want to see fastened upon the 
workingmen of the United States. 

That is the condition of things as regards India. As for China, 
we have had to enact laws prohibiting the people of that great 
silver country from pouring by the thousands and tens of thou
sands into the United States to better their condition, to accumu
late money here to be carried back to the land from whence they 
came. 

Mr. President, that is the feast that the distinguished Senator 
from Nevada [Mr. STEW ART] invites American workingmen to par
take of. They refused in the last national election to follow the 
lead of the Senator from Nevada in that direction, and, in my 
judgment, they will continue to refuse to do so. 

l\J r. President, it may be that the effort which is being made to 
bring about a monetary conference in the hope that we may secure 
international bimetallism will fail. I trust it may not fail. I 
feel a profound desire that we may in some way secure the concur
rence of the other great commercial nations of the world with ours 
in an honest attempt to rehabilitate silver and to have the two 
metals as standard money in this coun,try and in the other great 
commercial nations of the world. If it ihould fail, then we shall 
again be compelled to face the great question, and it is a great 
question, that confronted us in the last campaign, namely, whether 
this country shall plant itself upon the gold standard alone, or 
whether we shall go to the free and unlimited coinage of silver. 

I have myself no concealments upon this question. I have no 
hesitancy to declare my attitude that if international bimetallism 
does fail, while I respect profoundly the opinion of every honest 
man in this Republic who differs from me, I shall stand as an 
advocate and a defender of the gold st.andard as against the silver 
standard for the people of the United States. . 

Mr. President, this is all I care tq say. I trust that the resolu
tion may pass, as I have no doubt it will, and that an honest, 
earnest effort will be made by the incoming President of the 
United States to fully redeem the declaration that was placed, 
after careful and conscientious consideration, in the national plat
form of the great Republican party. 

Mr. PEFFER. Mr. President, the people of the State that I 
have the honor to take part in representing are bimetallists. I 
think it is safe to say that 99 .per cent of them believe in the use 
of both gold and silver as standard money. As.to the methods 
for bringing about bimetallism now, as we do not enjoy it, our 
people are not agreed. I think a majority of our people are ready 
to risk the experiment of national bimetallism. They believe that 
the people of the United States, without the aid or encouragement 
or assistance of any other nation under the heavens, are compe
tent in and of themselves to regulate their own monetary affairs 
in their own way. While that is true, a very large proportion of 
our people, nearly one-half of them-as much as 40 per cent, any
way-believe that it is not safe for us to return to the system that 
we had in vogue prior to 1853-not 1873, but 1853-without the 

aid and the concurrence of the great commercial nations of the 
world. And I think they are as conscientious in that belief as 
the rest of us are in ours. 

Upon that issue very largely the great battle of 1896 was fought, 
the most remarkable political contest in many respects that we 
have ever had in this country. A majority of the people, and a 
very large majority of the people, after a protracted and animated 
and earnest discussion, gave it as their opinion that we ought to 
have the concurrence of other nations. The party which took 
that position gave to the cotmtry a promise that they would hon
estly and earnestly endeavor to promote international bimetallism, 
a condition of monetary affairs with which all bimetallists the 
world over will be satisfied, and perhaps they will be better satis
fied with international bimetallism than with national bjmetallism. 
The Republican party promised the country that with a trial of 
power they would not only attempt to procure international 
bimetallism, but that they would revise our tariff laws in such a 
manner as that, putting the two great policies together, the return 
tide of prosperity would come over the people, that business would 
be revived, that our people would be rendered happier, and that 
in every way the country would be benefited. 

I believe the people of Kansas expect of their Senators upon 
this floor not to place any obstacles in the way of the passage of 
this bill. Personally, Senators all know that I have no confi
dence in the accomplishment of the object sought by the bill, and 
that I do not believe it would amount to anything if it were 
accomplished, for, speaking personally, I believe the same condi
tions that are ·bringing trouble upon the gold-standard countries 
to-day will eventually bring trouble upon the bimetallic-standard 
countries of the world. But leaving all that aside (I am simply 
giving the reason for the vote which I expect to cast), I think the 
people of Kansas with practical unanimity expect both of their 
Senators upon this floor to place no obstacle in the way· of the 
passage of the bill, and if a yea-and-nay vote is taken upon its 
passage, I shall certainly vote for the bill. 

Before leaving the floor, I wish to say to my good neighbor 
from Utah [Mr. CANNON] and my other good neighbor from 
Nevada [Mr. STEWART] that I hope they will not press their 
amendments. I do not want to assume any responsibility for any 
amendment of any character that is placed upon the bill. It is 
presented to us by gentlemen who have been named by members 
of their party represented here. It satisfied them. They say to 
us and to the country, "This is our measure; give us this, and it 
is a fulfillment, and we will regard it as a fulfillment, of our 
pledges during the campaign." 

With that statement of the views of my people and my own 
personal views, I have not anything further to say, only that I 
hope the Senators will not press their amendment. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. Mr. President, I am one of those who be
lieve that this country of ours is great enough and broad 
enough and powerful enough to establish and maintain a mone
tary system of its own. Therefore, in the recent election I sup
ported that candidate and that platform which declared for an 
American financial policy, the free, unlimited, and independent 
coinage of both gold and silver; the restoration of the monetary 
laws of the country back to where they were prior to 1873. 

I understand bimetallism, as applied to practical finance, to 
mean a monetary system resting upon both metals as equal stand
ards of value and money of final redemption, with free access to 
the mints at an agreed ratio. The result of the last election was 
the defeat of a purely American financial system, at least for the 
present. The Republican party, it is true, in its platform pledged 
itself to promote in every way in its power the restoration of 
bimetallism. No one believes that anything whatever will come 
out of that pledge. The American people are not fooled by it one 
whit. Enough votes were returned to sustain the candidate of 
that party and its platform, but we know by what methods that 
result was brought about. This, however, is not the place to go 
into the discussion of that question. Having, though, made that 
pledge, the effort to pass the pending measure appears to be an 
honest effort on the part of certain Republican Senators to initiate 
a movement for the establishment of international bimetallism, 
looking to the fulfillment of the pledge made. 

Mr. President, l, for one, desire the establishment in this 
country of a bimetallic system of money, and whilst I should pre
fer that it be brought about in the way declared for at the Chicago 
Democratic national convention, I shall not stand upon methods. 
The recent election has destroyed all hope for the free, independ
ent, and unlimited coinage of both metals for the next four years 
at least. If, the~, all hope of having enacted into law the declara
tions of the Chicago platform must be put aside for four years, I 
am willing to support the present movement, which looks to the 
bringing about of bimetallism by international agreement. 

We want the free coinage of gold and silver, and I am willing 
to take it via international agreement rather than not get it at all. 
But this effort at international agreement upon this important 
question is foredoomed to failure, in my belief. Like the other 
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three attempts in that direction, this is likely to result in nothing; 
but let us on this side throw no hindrance in the way of this 
effort to cany out in good faith the pledge of a great political 

paf1~ not believe that under the incoming Republican Ad.minis
ti·ation we will have anything for the next four years in the way 
of a financial system except a continua~on of the gold standard, 
with all of its ills, and added to it a high protective tariff law, 
likely to be enacted in the next few months. The prospect, there
fore, before the American people for four years is gold monomet
a,llism and high protection. Let us see to what it will bring the 
country and the people. 

The Republican party will come into power under a pledge the 
most dangerous for any political party to make, the pledge of the 
restoration and maintenance of general pros~erity. I fear, Mr. 
President, that the conditions do not exist which justify the hope 
of the restoration and maintenance of general prosperity, nor do 
I believe it will come under the gold standard and high protec
tion. The money question, outside of the questions which affect 
the eternal welfare of mankind, is the most important one that 
can engage the intellect of man. According as it may wisely or 
tmwisely be settled, it affects every man, woman, and child living 
to-day, as well as generations yet unborn. 

This movement, in charge of which is the Senator from New 
Hampshire [Mr. CHANDLER], is a movement which its advocates 
promise is a step forward toward changing the present monetary 
system of the country and of the world. However much I may 
believe that nothing will come of it, I consider it my duty to sup
port the measure, and such is my purpose. 

Mr. WHITE. Mr. President, I rise simply to say that as there 
is an amendment pending to the bill of the Senator from New 
Hampshire [Mr. CHANDLERl, which amendment was introduced 
by the Senator from Utah [Mr. OANNON], and which expresses in 
appropriate phrase the principles which I think should control us, 
and as I find myself unable to vote for that amendment, I wish 
to briefly state my reasons for not doing so. 

While I think that the amendment of the Senator from Utah 
would improve this bill, yet, holding as I do that the whole scheme 
must prove abortive, and knowing that the Republican party is 
responsible for th~ ~egislation and must be h:eld responsible in ~he 
future, I am unwilling to make any change m the measure which 
does not meet the approval of those who have undertaken the en-

- terprise. I do not wish to make the bill so virtuous that it can 
·not be taken in and absorbed and approved by our political adver
saries. I am aware that their capacity for bimetallism is some
what limited, and I do not wish to giVe them more than that 
quantity which they themselves state they are in condition to 
absorb. [Laughter.l 

The Senator from 'Utah has very properly spoken of his amend
ment, and has given many reasons to show that the pending bill 
is defective; but I submit that we ought not to interfere with our 
friends, but permit them to formulate a measure which, as they 
believe, will accomplish the beneficent result referred to; and if 
they fail, having designed the bill themselves, we can not be 
charged with obstruction. 

On the other hand, if we attempt to alter or amend it in any 
material way, it will be said afterwards, in the event of failure, 
that we are responsible for that failure. Let them have their bill. 
I shall vote for it, and I hope that it will be successful. If I doubt 
it it is because of the elements surrounding the case, which I do 
n~t think the Republican and Democratic parties combined could 
possibly overcome. I again submit that the amendment proposed 
by the Senator from Utah should be voted down, not because intrin
sically it contai:r~.s ~nY:thing.t~at is not tl·~e, but ~ecause, un~er the 
circumstances, 1t IS Impolitic and unWise to mterfere With the 
pending measure. 

Mr. ALLISON obtained the floor. 
Mr. CHANDLER (at 3 o'clock and. 50 minutes p. m.). ~· 

President, I find that there are three or four Senators who des1re 
to speak-so far as I can learn only three or four-and yet they can 
not get through by 4 o'clock. I am very anxious that the bill 
should be concluded this afternoon in accordance with the unani
mous agreement, and if Senators are willing to stay here and dis
pose of the bill I will ask unanimous consent for an ext-ension of 
the time for debate. 

Several SENATORS. How long? 
Mr. CHANDLER. Until half past 4 o'clock. 
Mr. HAWLEY. And with five-minute' speeches. . 
Mr. CHANDLER. I do not wish to cut off the Senator from 

Iowa. 
Mr. ALLISON. I shall not want more than five minutes. 
Mr. CHANDLER. I will ask for a general extension of the 

debate until half past 4 o'clock, with the understanding that the 
bill is to be voted upon at that tim.e, and I hope Senators will stay 
here. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the request of 

the Senator !rom New Hampshire? The Chair hears none, and it 
is so ordered. 

Mr. ALLISON. I do not expect to occupy much time in this 
discussion; indeed, it was not my purpose to participate· in it at 
all until I listened to some of the observations made on the other 
~ide both by those who oppose and those who favor the pending 
bill. . 

Mr. President, this Chamber seems to be divided, very much as 
the country is divided, into those who believe in the single gold 
standard because they think it is not possible to have a double 
standard and an equivalence of value between the two metals in 
circulation and those who believe it is wiser and better for us to 
have a single standard of silver. So I find the Senator from Ne
vada fMr. STEWART] and the Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. 
VILAS in loving accord opposing this measure, though I do not 
know but both those Senators will vote for it. I am not sure, 
however, as to that. 

There are others who believe that the metallic money of the 
world consists of both gold and silver, that they have always con· 
sisted of these two metals, and that th-ey are likely to continue to 
consist of them. They believe that the chief value of these metals 
is derived from their use as money and not from their use in the 
arts, and, therefore, if their use as money can be enlarged, or the 
use of either of them can be enlarged, it will bring their values 
nearer together. 

The Senator from Wisconsin says the two metals have never 
circulated side by side. I shall not take the time to argue now . 
that h~ is mistak~n, but ~t is an histo.rical fact that they practi
cally crrculated s1de by s1de for hundreds of years when the ratio 
of a given number of commercial nations was the same. 

Those who believe in an international agreement on this subject 
of money are not abdicating, as the Senator from Louisiana [Mr. 
BLANCHARD] has just said, the power and independence of our 
nation, but they are making an honest endeavor to bring these 
two metals, now widely separated in their international value, 
nearer and nearer together, and they believe that can be done by 
their universal use. Those of us who believe in having a stable 
money in opr own country, and who do not believe it is a wise 
thing for us to abandon our present standard and go to the single 
standard of silver, for which a large number of people voted a~ 
the last election, believe that it is wiser and better by practical 
and sensible methods, which have derived their value from ex
perienceii to see whether or not there are other commercial nations 
who wi unite with us in an endeavor to ·secure the concurrent 
use of silver and gold without one being greater in value than the 
other in circulation. 

This proposition is not new. It has been the established policy 
of the United States since 1878, by repeated acts of Congress and 
by repeated statements in platforms, and only departed from in a 
single instance by either of the great parties-at Chicago in 1896. 
Therefore we propose now to place within the power of the Presi
dent of the United States, as we have many times before placed 
in his power, the money necessary to enable .this Government to 
participate in any arrangement amongst the commercial nations 
whereby we can fix a ratio between the two metals and test whether 
hereafter, as heretofore, they will upon that agreed ratio circulate 
side by side. That is all we propose here, and we do not even need 
to do that except for the fact that we must place in the hands of 
the President of the United States the power to execute this pur
pose, which we have so often expressed and so often declared in 
our statutes and in our platforms. 

The Senator from Wisconsin jeers at the idea that there is a 
possibility of securing concurrent action of the principal commer
cial nations of the world in this effort. He says that all the con
ferences we have heretofore had have been failures. They have 
been failures in a sense, it is true, and yet thete has not been a 
single conference held which has not raade progress in the develop
ment of what we call bimetallism in this country and in the world. 

Mr. LINDSAY. I desire to a-sk the Senator from Iowa whether 
he regards the appropriation made by the act of J\.Iarch, 1895, as 
having lapsed, or whether the President may still utilize that 
appropriation? 

Mr. ALLISON. I think, were we not to take this action, that 
possibly that appropriation of 1895 might be used, as the appro
priation of 1892 possibly might be used. 

But, Mr. President, being diverted from the suggestion I was 
about to make in response to the argument of the Senator from 
Wisconsin, I repeat that there has never been a conference which 
has not made progress as respects the concurrent use of both gold 
and silver; and I venture the assertion that, outside of the con
trolling portions of Great Britain and perhaps also the Scandina-
vian states, there is not a country in Europe that is not in favor of 
the effort which is proposed here and which will not support it 
and advocate it, excepting only Germany, which stands upon a 
pivot as to its parliamentary situation and as to the governing 
forces surrounding the Emperor of Germany. It is well known 

• I 
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that Austria will follow in the pathway of Germany in whatever lon~er, in my judgment, submit to a dalliance with this question, 
she may say or do. whiCh does not bring about results, and which is not intended to 

The Senator from South Dakota [Mr. PETTIGREW] took pains bring about results. But viewing the condition of the country, 
to make quotations from statements made by the delegates of cer- which has been produced by vari.ous causes, not only by the diffi.
tain European powers in the conference of 1892. It is well known culties regarding the circulating medium, but from others, we see 
by those who participated in that conference that Great BI"itain · that distress prevails from one end of the land to the other, which 
stood in the pathway, and Germany also, because then her Parlia- does not disappear, but which intensifies, until we stand to-day 
mentor Reichstag had not expressed itself, as it has twice since, not as well off as we were one year ago. But for the fact that the 
in favor of international bimetallism. So the situation now is not great famine abroad has enabled our people to send their products 
what it was in 1892, whether as to the Government of Germany, hence, so that the balance of trade withm the year is $300,000,000 
the Government of France, or even that .of Great Britain. It is in our favor, no man could tell what would occur during these 
well known, as the Senator from :Massa.chusetts (Mr. HoAR] has winter months. The distress of others has saved us from a gTeat 
already stated, that all of the governing forces m France now calamity. 
favor bimetallism. Why? Because France and Belgium and I will not impede by any act of mine any measure that will tend 
Holland and Switzerland and Italy have in their circulation nearly to create a better condition of affairs for our people under the next 
$1,200,000,000 of silver money, which circulates there only as Administration. I prefer, because it is a mere matter of verb] age, 
domestic money, on a par with gold, which is their standard of that the party about to assume power shall deal with this question 
value. We have S600,000,000, or nearly so, of like money. Is it precisely as they deem best. The methods by which they may 
not the part of wisdom on the part of those countries to makeour attain it, so far as concerns my vote, must be theirs. But having 
domestic money interchangeable without having behind it, as we voted for the bill, as I shall, I wish to say to the other side that 
have now and are obliged to have, the power of this Government the great reforms which you have promised will not end with the 
to keep it on a par with gold? Should you take away that power, passage of the pending bill. Nothing but results will satisfy the 
the silver money would no longer circulate, as it does circulate, on · American people, and results which will better the condition as 
a parity with gold. . it stands to-day. A result must follow which will give sufficient 

1\Ir. President, I do not advocate this policy because it is found revenue to the Government without imposing unjilSt burdens 
in the platform adopted .at St. Louis. I advocate it because I be- upon the masses of the people or give favoritism to a few. The 
lieve it is in the interest of the concurrent circulation of these two structure, as to the ordinary currency of the country, which has 
metals in the world and because it promotes the commercial -in- been created not by Democratic policies, can not be permitted by 
terest of the world to minimize the difference in the power of ex- the Republicans to remain as it is now, so that whenever there is 
change between great connecting trading countlies. One or the a panic or a slight disturbance in business affairs runs upon banks 
other of those metals, so long as these conditions prevail, will be and the Treasury will occur again. 
the paramount metal, and so long as it is the paramount metal Having come in power, you are entitled to have fair treatment 
the other will fluctuate up and down in the markets of the w orld. upon those questions which affect the Treasury, as the matter 
That is the situation to-day. now under consideration affects the whole structure. I, for one, 

1\Ir. PETTIGREW. Will the Senator allow me just onemo- do not intend to obstruct that policy unless it be made purely 
ment? political by those on the other side of the Chamber. I can not 

Mr. ALLISON. As the .Senator will see, I can not yield to him afford as an American citizen and as a Senator having a vote 
now. here, representing in part a State, to fail to take into consideJ·a-

:Mr. PETTIGREW. I simply wish to correct a statement of tion the immense embarrassment under which our people are 
the Senator. laboring. I will not even express the opinion that this measure 

Mr. ALLISON. The Senator can correct it afterwards. !may will be a failure. My belief is that we have failed in the past 
have made some error, but the statement is pra.ctically correct as because those in the executive branch who have had the manage
! have made it. ment of our financial affairs have never had their heart in the 

Which of these two metals is to be paramount until we have matter. Our representatives have been embarrassed by the con
the concurrent action of nations? It is that which is the standard viction on the part of those whom they met in conference that. if 
oLmoney in the nations having the chief tl:ade of the world. there was a failure the American people would quietly submit to 
Who are those nations? Are they China, Japan, or the South it, as we have. I desire to see this commission go abroad with 
American States, some of them having a gold standard, some of the encouragement of both Republicans and Democrats, to say to 
them having a silver standard, and all of them upon a depreciated the other nations of the world that we intend to have this ques
p.aper standard but one? Here lies Europe, with its silver and its tion adjusted fairly and in the interest of the people. 
gold, having the gold standard, with a trade twelve times as I was gratified to hear the Semitor from Massachusetts [Mr. 
great as all the trade of all the silver countries combined. There- HoAR], with all his learning, in his splendid speech to-day, say to 
fore it is, unless we can minimize this difference in the value of the American Senat-e that the English Government, or a majority 
these two metals in the exchanges of the world, this divergence of that Government, is in favor of bimetallism. But he said that 
will go on, and the people who have the silver money are those within a square mile in London there is power enough to prevent 
who will be most distressed in the exchanges which are necessary the achievement of a great act for the benefit of mankind; that 
to be made. they would overturn the English Government. Mr. President_, 

Without reference to party platforms or party alliances h-ere or within 1 mile of the city hall in New York there has been power 
there, can it be possible that the American people, growing as enough to stay and stop the consummation of this question in the 
they are growing, in the commerce of the world, will not make UnitedStates. WithintheradiusofamileinthecityofPar]sthere 
whatever effort can be made to secure as nearly as possible the hasbeenenoughpowe1·tostayandstopthemenwhogovernFrance. 
power of exchange among the nations which use silver and gold? Let these representatives of the United States under the next 

Mr. President, I shall vote for this measure. Administration go abroad and say that no longer shall this power 
Mr. GORMAN. Mr. President, I shall vote for the-propositi-en thus concentrated in three or four great cities throttle all the 

presented by the distinguished Senator from New Hampshire 1)\Ir. freemen of the world; but that if they do so on the other side, the 
CHANDLER], and I think the country is to be oongr.atulated upon American Republic will march along in the immediate future to 
the result of the debate upon this proposition to-day. With relieve our people at home. 
practical unanimity on the part of those who have spoken, it Mr. STEWART. Mr. President, two or three of my friends--
appears that the members of the Senate are in favor of making who have spoken have great difficulty in understanding what I 
this earnest, honest effort to secure an international agreement. say or in interpreting what I mean. The Senator from New Ham p
I shall vote for it, notwithstanding the fact that it gives power shire made a statement that I had said that the silver-standard 
to the incoming President of the United States to appoint the countlies are more prosperous than our own colintry. I never 
commissioners to represent this Government in whatever confer- made any such statement. What I did say is true, that since the 
ence may be held; I shall vote for it, as I have voted for all like demonetization of silver and the difference of exchange foTced by 
propositions since I have been a member of the Senate, even the that demonetization the silver-standard countries had prospered 
one of 1895, when Congress, making the provision for calling a more than they ever did before in history; and if there is anything 
conference, elected six of the commissioners, three by the House true on earth, that is. The man who does not know that the 
of Representatives and three by this body, leaving the present silver-standard countries, having availed themselves of cheap ail
President of the United States to appoint a number of commis- ver, are reaping a rich reward is ignorant of current history. 
sioners. The failure to carry out the law of Congress as expressed The Senator fi·om Ma,ssachusetts [Mr. HOAR] made some sport 
in that resolution, in my judgment, intensified the feeling of this at my expense. He told us how nicely the aristocracy of Europe 
country, certainly in the Democratic party, to such an extent treated him and what kind things they said. We have had those 
that the extraordinary declarations of the Chicago convention reports for twenty years. There is no doubt that you can get 
were made. honeyed words from those gentlemen. They are very p.olite. In 

I agree with the distinguished Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. alluding to Mr. Balfour he was unfortunate, however. Mr. Bal
Ho.A.RJ that a great majority of the people of this country are in four understands this question as well as any man living. He is 
favor of bimetallism. The American· people will not ve1·y much in sentiment a bimetalfu;t. But a short time ago in Parli::u.nent 
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he conceded that it was impracticable, and he was unwilling to 
place the administration against the mile square in London. He 
is as much in dread of that as the Senators on this floor are in 
dread of the mile square in New York. 

The Senator made another unfortunate allusion. He referred 
to the savings banks, and by implication let it be understood that 
they were contributors to the vast con-uption fund which did a 
large part of the voting at the last election. I h ave heard it stated 
before that the very honest men whom he described contributed 
of the funds deposited in savings banks to swell the volume of the 
vast fund which voted in the last election. I did not believe it. 
If it is ti·ue, it speaks badly for their honesty. In regard to sav
ings banks, I have this to say: It is true that $1,500,000,000 has 
been deposited by the laborers and others in the savings banks of 
the United States. Those 51,500,000,000 are invested in securities. 
It is not true that those securities are of the same value that they 
were when the investments were made. The savings banks are 
trembling on the brink of ruin. If the gold standard is main
tained, they can not convert their securities into money and pay 
their depositors. I will not mention, as I could do, a large num
ber of savings banks whose situation is very delicate, but I under
take to say that the gold standard, if pursued, will so depreciate 

. the securities they hold that few if any of them can close up and 
pay their depositors. They can not convert the securities they 
hold into money, and in almost every city the savings banks are 
making every effort to prevent a run. In Chicago a few days ago 
they claimed that they availed themselves of the privilege of de
manding the full notice allowed by law. That is the situation 
of the savings banks. 

I did not think my friend the Senator from IowaTMr. ALLISON] 
really misunderstood my position. He said that I am in favor of 
the single silver standard. I am not in favor of confining the 
money to any particular commodity. I am in favor of re toring 
silver and using the two commodities, but if the two commodities 
are not enough, as they frequently have not been, I am in favor of 
our Government saving this civilization by the exercise of its sov
ereign power, which has been used in every emergency by every 
great government, to create money out of something else. As I 
said the other day, there is but one case in which metallic money 
was used in a great war. That was the case of Germany in the 
war with France, when she used silver. She remained on the sil
ver basis throughout the war. If in a great emergency of war, 
when national existence and national life are at stake, govern
ments have the inherent power to create a circulating medium 
which will save their existence, why is it necessary that in time of 
peace the people should be destroyed because there is not enough 
of any particular material? I believe the use of both metals will 
furnish a reasonable amount of material out of which to make 
money. · 

It is suggested that silver wjll be used altogether, and that I am 
a monometallist. What I ask is that the mints shall be opened 
to each, and that if silver does not come to the mints, let gold 
come. If gold does not come, let silver come. Let something 
come that will stand between the American people and the extinc
tion of civilization. If the misery that now stalks abroad in the 
land does not appeal to the Senate, what will? The suffering is 
greater to-day than it ever was in war. I am called to account 
because I said 5,000,000 are out of employment and in want. My 
statement was no exaggeration. There are more than 5,000,000 
people who are practically idle because enterprise is stopped, and 
those who work upon farms are toiling for comparatively noth
ing. Their farms have depreciated in value. Mortgages have 
been converted into deeds. Misery stalks abroad in the land, and 
I say under these circumstances it behooves the American Senate 
to inquire if there is no remedy in peace · for unendurable calam
ities. 

With this situation before us, with our people struggling to live, 
misery everywhere, we are going to Europe to ask a mile square 
in London if they have blood money enough; if they are satisfied 
to give us some of their gold; if they are satisfied to let us use 
some silver; if their greed to increase their hoards by increasing 
the purchasing power of money is satiated. That we must peti
tion them for that it seems to me is the depth of humiliation and 
disgrace. Suppose during the war either side had left home and 
gone to Europe to get aid and comfort. Suppose they had applied 
to Em·ope for the right to make their own money. Everybody 
would have said they were unpatriotic. It is equally unpatriotic 
to-day to let millions starve and perish while we apply to Europe 
for relief. 

I agree with the remarks of the Senator from California and 
with others who have said that it is our duty, as a matter of ex
pedience, to ail ow the•Republican party to make this fourth appli
cation to Europe for relief, because they have made many people 
believe that Europe has more regard for the people of the United 
States than has the Government of the United States for the 
people which placed it in power. Many have been misled to that 
extent. Let them try it again; and perhaps after twent:r.-four or 

twenty-five years of experiment a sufficient number of American 
people will have faith in their own Government and in the power 
of their own Government to save the people in t his emergency. 
That being the case, let it go on. We can do nothing else. Let 
them have the spectacle~ and I desire to have it presented in their 
own bill. I appeal to my friend, the Senator from Utah [Mr. 
CANNONl, to withdTaw his amendment. Let us put no obstruc
~on in the way. Let them show to the wor!dJust what this thing 
18. Do not let us bear any of the respons1b1hty of obstructing. 
We want the object lesson. One more object lesson will suffice, 
I am satisfied. With one more object lesson all the money in the 
savings banks in the United States, if you take it all out, will be 
insufficient to cast a majority vote in the next election. 

Mr. HAWLEY. Mr. President-
Mr. CHANDLER. Will the Senator from Connecticut allow 

me? I ask unanimous consent that the time for a vote may be 
extended, so that the Senator from Connecticut [Mr. HAWLEY] 
and the Senator from Illinois [Mr. PALMER] may address the 
Senate. 

Mr. WHITE. Will we have a vote this afternoon? 
Mr. CHANDLER. Immediately thereafter. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection? 
Mr. MORGAN. I object. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. Objection is interposed to the request 

of the Senator from New Hampshire. 
Mr. HAWLEY. I shall occupy the time of the Senate for but 

a very few moments. I am as anxious to come to a vote as is any 
other Senator. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will state that the agree
ment was to take a vote at half past 4 o'clock. The Chair sub· 
mits .to the Senate the request of the Senator from New Hamp· 
shire that the time be extended in order that the Senator from 
Connecticut and the Senator from Illinois may address the 8enate. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I am very anxious to get the bill through 
to-night, but not so anxious but that I would like to have the 
Senator from Illinois as well as the Senator from Connectieut 
have a chance to make a speech. · No other Senators have hitherto 
indicated a desire to speak. Those are the only ones who wish to 
speak, and I hope they may have an opportunity. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair submits to the Senate the 
request of the Senator from New Hampshire. 

Mr. PALMER. I would prefer that the request be limited to 
an extension of time so as to permit the Senator from Connecticut 
to speak. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I shall object unless the time is extended 
so that all who choose to speak can do so. 

Mr. CHANDLER. The Senator from South Dakota can object 
if he pleases. 

Mr. GALLINGER and Mr. FRYE. Let us have a vote. 
Mr. PETTIGREW. I shall not object if t.he time is extended 

so as to allow every Senator to speak who wishes to do so. 
::M..r. GALLINGER. I object to that. 
::M..r. CHANDLER. No other Senator has indicated a wish to 

speak until now. 
Mr. HOAR. I suggest that if any other Senator now indicates 

a wish to speak the extension of time can be enlarged so as to 
include him. I understand that the Senator from illinois [Mr. 
PALMER] withdraws his desire, so that no Senator has indicated a. 
wish to speak except the Senator from Connecticut [Mr. HAwLEY]. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will subm1t to the Senate 
the request of the Senator from New Hampshire. Is there objec
tion? 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I object. 
The VICE-P RESIDENT. Objection is interposed. The hour 

has arrived at which the Senate agreed to vote. The question is 
upon agreeing to the amendment submitted by the Senator from 
Utah [Mr. CANNON], which will be stated. 

The SECRETARY. It is proposed to strike out all after the en
acting clause down to and including the word "conference" in 
line 12, and insert: 

That within ninety days after the 4th day of March, 1897, the President of 
the United States shall invite the leading commercial nations of the world to 
appoint representatives to an international monetary conference, to convene 
on or before October 1, 1897, at such place in the city of Washington as the 
President may designate; and also, Within said ninety days after the 4th day 
of March, 1897, the President shall appoint five commissioner s to r epresent 
the United States at such conference, the duty of which United States com
missioners shall be to urge the adoption by sa1d confer ence of a plan for the 
free and unlimited coinage of silver and gold at some ratio ranging between 
15 to 1 and 16 to 1 by the nations represented at such conference. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I hope the Senator from Utah will withdraw 
the amendment. I ask him in behalf of the friends of the original 
bill to withdraw it. 

Mr. CANNON. I prefer to allow the amendment to be voted 
upon by the Senate. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Then I move to lay the amendment upon 
the table. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on agreeing to the 
motion of the Senator from New Hampshire to lay on the table 
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the amendment submitted by the Senator from Utah [Mr. CAN
NON]. 

Mi·. CANNON. On that ·I ask for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered; and the Secretary proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. BERRY (when his name was called). I have a general 

pair with the Senator from Colorado [Mr. TELLER]. If he were 
here, I should vote ''nay." 

Mr. CAFFERY (when his name was called). I have a general 
pair with the Senator from Michigan [Mr. BURROWS], and there
fore withhold my vote. 

Mr. FAULKNER (when his name was called). I understand 
from the Senator from New Hampshire that my colleague [Mr. 
ELKINs], with whom I am pail·ed, wonld vote "yea" on this ques-· 
tion if he were present. I will therefore vote. I vote "yea." 

Mr. GEAR (when his name was called). I have a general pair 
with the Senator from Georgia [Mr. GORDON]. If he were present, 
I should vote ''yea." 

Mr. LODGE (when hisnamewascalled). Ihaveageneralpair 
with the Senator from New York [Mr. HILL]. Not knowing how 
he wc,uld vote, I withhold my vote. If he were present, I should 
vote '' yea." 

Mr. McBRIDE (when the name of Mr. MITCHELL of Oregon 
was called). My colleague is absent from the Chamber. He has 
a general pair with the senior Senator from Wisconsin rMr. 
VILAs]. If my colleague were present, I have no doubt, believ
ing that the bill in its present form would best promote the ob
ject intended to be attained by it, he would vote against the 
pending amendment and all proposed amendments to the bill. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Wisconsin (when his name was called). I 
have a pair with the Senator from New Jersey (Mr. SEWELL]. I 
understand the Senator from New Jersey is opposed to the amend
ment, and I will therefore vote. I vote "yea." · 

Mr. MORGAN (when his name was called). I am paired with 
the Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. QUAY]. 

Mr. GEAR (whenMr.MORRILL'snamewascalled). Thesenior 
Senator from Vermont requested me to state that he has a general 
pair with the Senator from Tennessee [Mr. HARRIS]. 

Mr. NELSON (when his name was called). I am paired with 
the Senator from Missouri [Mr. VEST]. If he were present, I 
should vote ''yea." 

Mr. PALMER (when his name was called). I have a general 
pair with the Senator from North Dakota CMr. HANSBROUGH]. I 
do not know how he would vote1 and therefore withhold my vote. 

Mr. SMITH (when his name was called). I have a general pair 
with the senior Senator from Idaho [Mr. DUBOIS]. If he were 
present, I should vote '' yea." 

Mr. VILAS (when his name was called). I am paired gen
erally with the Senator from Oregon [Mr. MITCHELLJ. I am in
formed by his colleague that he would be against the amendment. 
Therefore I shall vote in the affirmative upon this question. The 
Senator from Oregon would be in favor of the passage of the bill, 
while I would be against it. Upon this amendment I shall vote 
the same way in which he would if present. I vote "yea." 

Mr. WILSON (when his name was called). I have a general 
pair with the junior Senator from Florida [Mr. PASco], and I am 
not advised how he would vote upon this question. If he were 
present, I should vote "yea." 

The roll call was concluded. 
Mr. BLANCHARD. I have a general pair with the Senator 

fromNorthCarolina [Mr. PRITCHARD] who is absent. Themoney 
question, however, was excepted from the operation of the pair. 
I understood from him that his sentiments upon that question are 
the same as my own, and under the circumstances I feel author
ized to vote. I vote " yea." 

Mr. BATE. My colleague [Mr. HARRIS], who is unable to be 
here this evening, is paired with the Senator from Vermont [Mr. 
MORRILL]. 

Mr. McBRIDE. I have a general pair with the senior Senator 
from Mississippi [Mr. GEORGE]. I am informed by his colleague 
that if present he would vote in favor of the motion to lay on the 
table. I therefore feel at liberty to vote. I vote "yea." . 

The result was announced-yeas 41, nays 8; as follows: 

Allison, 
Bacon, 
Baker, 
Blackburn, 
Blanchard, 
Brown, 
Cameron, 
Carter, 
Chandler, 
Cullom., 
Davis, 

Allen, 
Bate, 

Faulkner, 
Frye, 
Gallinger, 
Gibson, 
Gorman, 
Gray, 
Hale, 
Hawley, 
Hoar, 
Jones, Ark. 
Jones, Nev. 

Butler, 
Cannon, 

YEAS--41. 
Lindsay, 
McBride, 
McMillan, 
Mills, 
Mitchell, Wis. 
Murphy, 
Perk:ins, 
Platt, 
Pugh, 
Sherman, 
Shoup, 

NAYS-8. 
Clark, 
Peffer, 

Stewart, 
Thurston, 
Tillman, 
Turpie, 
Vilas, 
Walthall, 
~t!!~re, 

Pettigrew, 
Roach. 

NOT VOTING--40. 
Aldrich, Elkins, Mantle, 
Berry, Gear, Martin, 
Brice, George, Mitchell, Oreg. 
Burrows, Gordon, Morgan, 
Caffery, Hansbrough, Morrill, 
Call, Harris, Nelson, 
Chilton, Hill Palmer, 
Cockrell, Irby, Pasco,. 
Daniel, Kyle, Pritchard, 
Dubois, Lodge, Proctor, 

So the amendment was laid on the table. 

Quay, 
Sewell, 
Smith, 
Squire, 
Teller, 
Vest, 
Voorhees, 
Warren, 
Wilson, 
Wolcott. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Thequestionrecursupon theamend. 
ment of the Senator from Georgia [Mr. BACON]. The amendment 
will be stated. 

The SECRETARY. · Insert as an additional section: 
SEC. 2. That the President of the United States is hereby authorized, in 

the name of the Government of the United Stateshto call, in his discretion_, 
such interni).tional conference, to assemble at sue point as may be agreea 
upon. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I understood that the friends of the bill 
accepted that amendment when it was offered so far as they could 
~~ . . . 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is the amendment accepted without 
objection? . 

Mr. FRYE and others. Agreed. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment is agreed to without 

objection. The bill is still as in Committee of the Whole, and 
open to amendment. If there be no further amendment, the bill 
will be reported to the Senate. . 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend· 
ment was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 
MI·. COCKRELL. Let the third reading be in full. 
The bill was read the third time, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That whenever after March 4, 1897, the President of the 

United States shall determine that the United States should be represented 
at any international conference called by the United States or any other 
country with a view to securing by international agreement a fixity of rela
tive value between gold and silver as money by means of a common ratio . 
between these metals, with free mintage at such ratio, he is hereby author
ized to appoint five or more commissioners to such international conference; 
and for compensation of said commissioners" and for all reasonable expenses 
connected therewith, to be approved by the ~::;ecretary of State, including the 
proportion to be paid by the United States of the joint expenses of any such 
conferenee, the sum of $100,000, or so much thereof as may be necessary, is 
hereby appropriated. · 

SEC. 2. 'l'ha.t the President of the United St.a.tes is hereby authorized, in 
.the name of the Government of the United States, to call, in his discretion, 
such international conference to assemble at such point as may be agreed· 
upon. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is, Shall the bill pass 
as amended? 

Mr. BATE. On that let us have the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. THURSTON. I am compelled to leave the Chamber to 

take a train. I ask unanimous consent that my vote may be 
recorded in favor of the passage of the bill without waiting for the 
roll call. · 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection? The Chair hears 
none. 

Mr. HALE. Let the name of the Senator from Nebraska be 
called. 

The Secretary called the name of Mr. THURSTON, and he voted 
in the affirmative. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will call the roll on 
the passage of the bill. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. BERRY (when his name was called). I have a general 

pair with the Senator from Colorado [Mr. TELLER]. I do not 
know how he would vote on the bill. I therefore withhold my 
vote. . · 

Mr. CHANDLER. I desire to inform the Senator from Arkan
sas that I am authorized by the Senator from Colorado [Mr. TEL
LER] to pair him in favor of the bill. 

Mr. BERRY. If the Senator from New Hampshire can get a 
pair for him, I hope he will do so. · 

Mr. CHANDLER. The Senator from Arkansas is at liberty to 
vote. 

Mr. CAFFERY (when his name was called). I have a general 
pair with the Senator from 1\Iichigan fMr. BURROWS]. Not know
ing how he would vote, I withhold my vote. 

Mr. FAULKNER (when his name was called). I am informed 
by the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. CHANDLER] that my 
colleague [Mr. ELKINS], with whom I am paired, would vote in 
the affirmative on the passage of the bill. I will therefore vote. 
I vote ''yea." 

Mr. GEAR (when his name was called). I am informed that 
the Senator from Georgia [Mr. GORDON], with whom I have a 
general pair, would vote, if present, in favor of the bill. There
fore I will vote. I vote "yea." 

Mr. LODGE (when his name was called). I have a general 

. 
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pair with the Senator from New Y.o.rk [Mr. HILL]. If he were 
present, I should vote "yea." , 

Mr. McBRIDE (when his name was called). I have a general 
pair with the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. GEORGEl. I am in
formed by his colleague that he would vote for the "bill. I will 
therefore vote. r vote ''yea." 

Mr. McBRIDE (when the name of Mr. MITCHELL of Or~~n 
~as called). I again announce the pair of my colleague LMr· 
MITCHELL] with the Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. VILAs]. My 
colleague, if present, would vote "yea." 

Mr. MITCHELL of Wisconsin (when his name was called). I 
am paired with the Senator fl·om New Jersey [Mr. SEWELL]. As 
we are of one mind on this question, I will vo£e. I vote "yea." 

Mr. MORGAN (when .his name was called). I am paired with 
the Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. QUAYl. 

.:Mr. NELSON (when his name was called). I am paired with 
the Senator from Missouri [Mr. VESTl, but I am authorized by 
his colleague to vote, and therefore I wlil vote ''yea." 

Mr. PALMER (when his. name was called). I beg again to 
announce my pair with the Senator from North Dakota [Mr. 
HANsBROUGH]. I will withhold my vote. · · . 

Mr. SMITH (when his namewascalled). I have a general pall' 
with the senior Senator from Idaho [Mr. DUBOisl. 

Mr. VILAS (when his name was called). I liave already an
nounced my pair with the Senator from Oregon~Mr. MITCHELL] r 
l suggest to the Senator from Massachusetts . LODGE] that 
\ve exchange our pairs so as to be enabled to vo . 

1\Ir. LODGE. I agree very gladly to that arrangement. 
Mr. VILAS. Very well; then let the Senatm.· from Oregon 

[Mr. MITCHEL. L] stand paired with the Senator from New York 
[Mr. HILL]. I vote "nay." 

The roll call was concluded. 
Mr. CLARK. I wish to announce the absence of my colleague 

[Mr. W AHREN] o. n .account of severe illness, and that if present 
lie would vote u yea." 

Mr. WILSON. I again .announce my pair with. the Senator 
from Florida [Mr. PASco]. If he were present, I should vote 
''yea." 

1\ll'. LODGE. In view of the transfer which has just been made 
by the Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. VILAs], I desire to vote. I 
~ote ' 'yea." 

Mr. BATE. I wish to announce that my colleague [Mr. lliR
RIS) is absent on account of indisposition, .and is pairea with the 
semor Senator from Vermont [Mr. MoRRILL]. 

The result was announced-yeas 46, nays 4' as follows: 

Jlacon, 
Baker, 
Bate, 
Blackburn, 
Blanchard, 
Brown, 
Call, 
Cameron, 
Cannon, 
Carter, 
Chandler, 
Clark. 

Cullom, 
Davis, 
Faulkner, 
Fry:_~, 
Gallinge?, 
Gear, 
Gibson, 
Gorman, 
Gray, 

Ii~ey, 
Hoar, 

YEAB--46. 
Jones, Ark. 
Jones, Nev. 
Lindsay, 
Lodge, 
McBride, 
M~lillan, 
Mills, 
Mitchell, Wis. 
MurphyJ 
Nelson, 
Peffer, 
Perkins, 

NAYS4. 
Allen, Pettigrew~ Roach, 

NOT VOTING---a9. 
Aldrich, Dubois, 
Allison, Elkins, 
Berry. George, 
Brice,· Gordon, 
Burrows, Hansbrough, 
:SUtler, Harris, 

Marlin, 
Mitchell, Oreg. 
Morgap, 
MoriillJ 
Palmer, 
Pasco, 
Pritchard, 
Proctor, 
Quay, 
Sewell, 

Caffery, Hill, 
Chilton Irby, 
Cockrell, Kyle, 
D.aniel, Mantle, 

So the bill was passed. 
MESSAGE FROM THE .HOUSE. 

Platt, 
Pugh, 
Sherman, 
Shoup, 
Tb.Ul'ston, 
Tillman, 
Turpie, 
Walthall1 

=~re. 

Vilas. 

Smith 
SquirJ1 
Stewart, 
Teller, 
Vest, 
Voorhees. 
Warren. 

~~~t. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. W. J, 
BROW:l\TJNG its Chief Clerk, announced that the House had passed 
the bill (S.'3555) to amend an act entitled "An act granting to the 
Eastern Nebraska and Gulf Railway Company right of way 
throu(J'h the Omaha and Winnebago Indian reservations, in the 
State ~f Nebraska," by extending the time for the ,construction of 
said railway, with an amendment in which it .requested the con
currence of the Senate. 

The message also announced that the .House had passed the fol
lowing bills; in which it requested th~ concurrence of the S~nate: 

A bill (H. R. 6902) granting a pensiOn to Mrs. Mary A. V1el; 
A bill (H. R. 10002) making appropriations fur the current ~nd 

contingent expenses of the Indian Department and for fulfilling 
treaty stipulations with various .Indian tribes .for the fi.scal year 
ending June 30, 1898, and for other purposes; and 

.A bill (H. R. 10085) for the relief of Elnora Shuman. 

.. 

MA.RJTIME CAN.AL COMPANY OF NICARAGUA. 
Mr. MORGAN. I ask the Cha:ll· to lay before the Senate ths 

regular order. · 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair lays before the Senate the 

unfinished business, which will be stated. 
The SECRETARY. A bill (S. 3247) to amend an act entit led "An 

act to incorporate the Maritime Canal Company of Nica.ragua,b 
approved February 20, 1889. 

Mr. MORGAN. Mr. President, I take the floor on the Nicara· 
gua Canal bill tbis evening for the p-urpose of presenting to the 
Senate a report of the Select Committee on the Construction -of 
the Nicaragua Canal, which sets forth a statement made by Hiram 
Hitchcock, ·Of New York, president of the Maritime Canal Com· 
pany, and which I will ask to have printed and laid on the table, 

Mr. FRYE. And printed as a document? 
M'l.·, MORGAN. And printed as a document, of course. 
Mr. SHERMAN. We can not hear on this side of the Chamber., 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair was unable to hear thS 

remarks of the .Senator from Alabama. The Senate will be in 
order. 

Mr. MORGAN. I said that I took the floor this evening on the 
bill for the purpose of presenting a report of the Select Committee 
on the Construction of the Nicaragua Canal, which sets forth a. 
statement of Mr. Hi.ram Hitchcock, of New York, president of the 
Maritime Canal Company, in reference to the present relations 
between the company and the States of Nicaragua and Costa Rica, 
and it is submitted without any comment on the part of the com• 
mittee. I should like very much, as it is a matter of consequence 
to the Senate, that the report may be printed in the REOORD as 
well .as in ordinary report form, unless there is objection to it. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Let it be printed in the form of a document, 
because it is easier to read in that form than in the RECORD. 

Mr. MORGAN. Yes; in the form of a document, and in the 
RECORD. 

The VICE-PRESID~T~ Is there objection? The Chair hears 
none, and it is so ordered. 

The matter referred to is as follows: 

STATEMENT OF MR. HIRAM IDTCHCOOK, OF NEW YORK, l'RESIDENT OF THJll 
MARITIME CANAL -QOMP.ANY, 011' NEW YORK, liEFORE THE SELECT COM• 
MITTEE ON THE NICARAGUA. C.A.N.AL 0.11' THE UNITED STATES SENATE, ON 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 28, 18!17. 

The committee met .at 10.30 a. m. 
The CIIAIR.MA.N. This meeting has been specially called to hear 

the statement of Mr. Hiram Hitchcock, presidentofthel\laritim~ 
Canal Company of Nicaragua, who has been summoned by the 
committee to give the ..committee information with reference to 
the canal company. 

I will first ask you, Mr. Hitchcock, what differences, if any, 
your company has had with the Governments of Nicaragua and 
Costa Rica in connection with the building .of the canal? 

Mr. HITCHCOCK. The same is true with regard to any substan• 
tial differences as was true when I was first called before the 
Senate Committee ,on Foreign Relations, June, 1890. I then said.: 
''!may as well perhaps say, as you ask me the question, with refer
ence to that, that there is no point of difference remaining unset
tled between the company and Nicaragua at the present time. 
That leads me to say (without assuming to be able to give you 
gentlemen the least information on that -point) that it is pro-per 
that you should know from us officially the relations whlch exist 
between us and N ic.aragua, and in fact Central Ameriea generally. 
It is" as I said before, perhaps unnecessary to stat-e these facts , but 
there are complicated questions. The rights to the San Juan 
River, the boundary questions between Nicaragua and Costa Rica, 
always .come up when any question of transit across that Isthmu~ 
arises. You will find that under Tyler's Administration, in 1842, 
this matter was somewhat considered iby Mr. Webster, and it has 
been before every Secretary of State in some aspect from that 
time to this. It involves the canal question. Now, the question 
of the respective rights in this particular route was supposed to 
have been settled nnder the treaty of limits between those two 
powers of 1858. Under that treaty, while Nicaragua owns the 
entire· route, yet Costa Ricahas the right to navigation and has 
the right to be consulted. 

'' Now I come down to the point :where it concerns this particular 
concession. The Nicaragua Canal Association, which was formeq 
in 1886, set out early in 1887 to obtain a concession to build ~ 
canal. Nicaragua had the right to give this concession, and in it 
gave us the fullest freed<;>m to locate th~ route; ~ut for the.rea~o~ 
that the treaty of 1858 gives to Costa RICa the rrght of naVIgatiOn 
and that in the construction of the canal waters woulcl be made 
to overflow Costa Rican territory, Costa Rica took the ground 
that Nicaragua should have recognized that treaty to the extent, 
at least, of obtaining the consent of Costa :Rica to this concession. 
Nicaragua did not do that. We acce_pted the concession in good 
faith, believing-Nicaragua ha-d the absolute rig?-t to grant it. Th~ 
first thing w-e encountered was a protest, thirty or forty days 



~ ' 

1897. CONGRESSIONAL ~RECORD-SENATE. 1309 
thereafter, from Costa. Rica~ announcing that the concession was 
-0f no value because she had not been consulted. The Govern
ment of Nicaragua could h~e consulted her before, and have gone 
on and satisfied her for any damages whichtheoverilowmight do 
to her territory, but we. were le-ft to m.aketermswithCostaRica. 
We then, for six months, negotiated to obtain a concession from 
Costa Rica, when this was accomplished. Nicaragua immediately 
protested against our concession from Costa Rica. W fr ass:ured 
Nicaragua that we had accepted the concession from Costa Rica 
simply in the nature of a quitclaim of any rights she might have; 
and when we formed our company and accepted the Costa Rica 
concession we accepted it only in so fa:l' as it didi not conflict with 
the territorial rights and proprietary interests of the RepubiTc of 
Nicaragua. Thus we were entirely open and frank in the whole 
transaction. · 

"Now, you will readily see that up to that point it was useiess 
to talk about the sale of bonds with the protest of either Govern
ment pending. Then when the first expedition,. sent out after 
the Maritime Company was organized~ commenced work on the 
3d of June, 1889, Nicaragua officially notified us that, while she 
would protest against our concession from Costa Riea, yet· she 
would not go beyond protesting and would not interfere with 
the construction of the canal. But in July Nicaragua ordered the 
stopping of our work at Grey Town. We did not pay attention to 
that order, because she immediately modified it by saying that 
she would not regard the work as an official commencement of 
permanent work. The troubles continued and were fostered by 
parties from England, whose-names I know, who wanted to have 
the 24th day of October arrive and the Government of Nicaragua 
not recognize that we had begun our~ work, so that our concession 
would lapse. On the 16th of September, 1889, the Governm-ent 
of Nicaragua notified us officially that if we did not confine our
selves within her limits, thereby ignoring any rights or claims 
of Costa Rica, sh~ wouid not app-rove our surveys nor recognize 
the commencement of the work of construction, and that on the 
24th of October she should consider our concession as having 
lapsed. 

"Thfs course of Nicaragua was so unjust that I went-immedi
ately to the Government here, through the State Department. I 
stated the case fully. Mr. Blaine, met the question with great 
fairn.ess and promptness, and immediatelywired to the American 
minister at Uenh·al America (Mr. Mizner) to go to Nicaragua 
and say to the Nicaraguan Government that he was surprised at 
the report of the attitude of the Nicaraguan Government toward 
this company, and wished him to examine into the facts andre
port to the State Department here, and at the same time to assure 
the Government of Nicaragua that the Government of the United 
States would not remari.n passive· an.d see the rights of its citizens 
threatenedr That dispatch of Mr. Blaine had the desired effect. 
Mr. Mizner and Mr. Rall, our permanent agent there,. arranged a 
plan by which Nicaragua could recede fr~ her position with dig
nity, which was in the form of a joint declaration. On our part 
we agreed to go on and build the canal in good. faith under the 
concession,_ a;:n.d the Nicaraguan Government agreed to- approve 
the surveys and work, so that the work of construction wa.s rec
ognized officially as commenced on the8thof la.st October. !will 
submit copies of the telegrams between the President of Nicara,. 
gua and myself." 

[Copy of telegram sent October 9, 1.8lill • .] 

His Excellency PRESIDENT OF NICARAGUA, Managua: 
Please accept my sincere congratulations upon the happy termination of 

all differences, and the company's assurance that it will vigorously prosecute 
the work of. the canal in the interest of Nicaragua and the whole commercial 
world. 

HIRAM HITCHCOCK, 
President Mariti-me Canal Cornpany of Nicara;gua. 

[Translation of telegram received from the President of Nicaragua m replx 
to ours of October 9.] 

~ MANAGUA, October 11,1889. 
President of the Maritime Canal Cornpany of Nicaragua: 

I congratulate myself jointly with you upon the happy settlement of the 
canal question, and with the greatest satisfaction I offer the cordial assistance 
of my Government to the efforts of the company for the realization of this 
grand ente"I"prise. 

ROBERTO SAOASA, 
President of the Republic. 

Mr. Hitchcock explained that this was mainly a repetition of 
his statement before the Committee on Foreign Relations .Tune 5 
1890. ' 

The CHAIRMAN. 1t-Ir. Hitchcock, will you please relate to the com
mittee in detail your interview with Mr. Blaine just referred to? 

Mr. HITCHCOCK. I have here a. memorandum made at the time 
of a confidential int.erview with the Ron . .Tames G. Blaine,.8ecre
tary of State, in Washington:, on the 7th of May, 1889r at which 
were present ex-Chief Judge Charles P. Daly, Engineer A. G. 
Menocal, and myself. I stated to Mr. Blaine that the Maritime 
Canal Company of Nicaragua, chartered by Congress, had jUst 

been organize~ and recited_ to him the history of the enterprise 
up to that time, including some of the numerous interests opposed 
to the construction of the, canal, and that the opposition had in 
vain endeavored to induce President Cleveland not to sign the 
charter of the company. . The last move of the enemies of the 
canal was to bring an ineffectual suit in New York to prevent our 
organtzingunder the charter of the 'United States. 

Mr. Blaine gave us some valuable info:nnation with reference 
to the relations of the United States to the Central American 
States~ and then said that the canal must be built and controlled 
by the United States, and he believed that more tonnage would 
pass through it in a short time after its construction than was 
passing through the Suez Canal. I suggested to Mr. Blaine that 
it mig.htbe proper for the Government to say to us that it expected 
us to faithfully comply with the charter and build the canal, and 
also state to· the Governments of Nicaragua and Costa Rica that 
it would expect them to afford us every facility for building the · 
canal under the respective concessions. Mr. Blaine then said: 

I serve notice onyou now that theGovernmentdoesexpect you to execute 
the charier faithfully and to build the canal, and if you do so you will ha-ve. the 
Go-vernment with you. I will also cable the minister to Central America to 
go to Managua to look after our interests , and will send for the ministers to 
Nicaragua and Costa Rica and talk with them. 

Our object in this conference wa.s to determine the fact that we 
could go on with the work of building the canal and rely upon the 
support and protection of the United States, the power that had 
given us the charter, and we felt fully satisfied on that point. 

I sent to Mr. Blaine, at his request, copies of all papers connected 
with the canal, beginning with the concessions. 

I .will say here that messages of congratulation on the organi
zatiOn of the company, May 7~ were exchanged between Presfdent 
Carazo, of Nicaragua, and myself, as president of the Maritime 
Canal Company. 

Not long after this, the Nicaraguan minister at Washington 
telegraphed his Government about the organization of the canal 
company, and said: 

Costa Rica insists upon a director. If he remains, Nicaragua must recall 
it& dirootor-. The company observes both concessions. 

After our agent in Nicaragua had talked with President Carazo 
aboutthl,s, the President instructed the minister in Washington 
t:o limit himself to protest and assured' our agent that Nicaragua 
would not hinder the beginning of the work. On the strength of 
Mr. Blaine's request to keep him fully informed, I wrote him, J nne 
21, 1889, stating that I had that day received a letter from the 
Han. Henry C. Hall, former United States minister to Central 
America, who had become our agent at Central America, advis
ing me by cable that Nicaragua proposed to stop our work, which 
had been going on since June 3, on the ground that our surveys 
had not yet been approved by her engineers. I then wrote: 

Our surveys wet•t> long since completed, at great expense, and received the 
approval of our engineers and also of the able advisory board of five Ameri
can engineers. Three months ago they were submitted to the two engineers 
appointed. by the Government of Nicaragua. 

And thls obstruction to our work was, notwithstanding the letter 
of Minister Zavala to Minister Hall, on the 12th of October, 1888-, 
in which Zavala says that the Government of Nicaragua-
Will not place any obstacles to the construction of the canal in accordance 
with her concession, but on the contrary will contribute with all those faeili· 
ties within the powe"I" of the Government, anxious as it is to· see the work 
car1·ied on to a successful termination. 

On the 16th of July~ 1889, I went to Washington by request. of 
the minister of Nicaragua, and at his request endeavored to allay 
any unpleasant feeling that existed between the Government-s of 
Nicaragua and Costa. Rica with reference to the canal concessions. 
He requesed me to confer with the minister of Costa Rica on that 
subject. When I reached the residence of the latter he was about 
sending for me, an-d showed me a telegram from the Presid~ent of 
Costa Rica asking me, as president of the :::\faritime Canal Company~ 
to obtain the mediation of the United States Government. The 
result of repeated conferences between us was a letter addressed by' 
me July 18, 1889, as follows: 

MARITIME CANAL COMPANY OF NICARAGUA, 
New York, July 18,1B89. 

DEAR SIR: The Maritime Canal Company of Nicaragua respectfully asks 
you to direetthe AmericanministeratCentraJ America to say to the Govern· 
ments of Nicaragua and Costa Rica that having learned of serious differences 
between those two Governmen±s which affect the Marit ime Canal C0mpany 
of Nicaragua, the Government of the United States offers its mediation in 
regard to the same and requests the said Governments to give their resident 
~ers at Washington full powers to confer wi~ the president of the 
Ma.n.time Canal Company of N I.Cal'agua as to those differences, and then with 
him to submit the same and all questions relating thereto to the President of 
the United States for his decision, which shall be final and binding upon each1 

and all of the said parities. 
Very respectfully, 

Ron. JAMES G. BLAINE, 
Se~etu.ry of state. , 

HIRAM HITCHCOCK, Presiden-t. 

This letter iS approved by the ministers of those countries. 

This letter~unfortunately, did not reaeh Mr. Blaine, who waa, 
absent from ~ ashington, until some weeks. afterwards. 

' 
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On the 16th of September, 1889, I addressed Mr. Blaine the fol
lowing letter: 

MARITIME CANAL COMPANY OF NICARAGUA, 
New Y01·k, September 16, 1889. 

D EAR Sm: A crisis in the affairs of this company being at hand, it become• 
nece!Sary to submit the case, through you, to the Government of the United 
States, that we may be advised and protent ed. This is made easy on account 
of th e great in terest that you personally take in the enterprise, and the full 
liberty y ou have always given me to come to you. That we shall be pro
tected through your wise aid and counsel I well know, and have known smce 
your cordial assurances to that effect, in Washington, when I went out with 
Judge Daly and Chief Engineer Menocal1 on the 7th of May, to announce the 
organization of the company under the cnarter granted by the United States. 
From that day we have felt and now feel that we can go in and build the canal 
and rely upon protection l?Y th~ !?ower tha~ grante~ us a corporate existence. 

I have formally asked m wntrng the friendly aid of the Government, as 
will appear from my communications to you of June ~1 and July 18, and lam 
aware that you directed Minister Mizner to Managua, where he now is. I 
have also written you from time to time of the progress of our affairs. 

In my last letter, of August 1, I stron~ly protested against the position 
taken by the Government of Nicaragua With reference to this company. On 
the 17th of August the Hon. Henry C .. Hall, our agent at Nicaragua, was 
received very warmly by the new President, Dr. Sacaza, and had a most 
gratifying interview. 

On the following day, August the 8th, Mr. Hall cabled me as follows: 
"I have seen the President. He is favorably impressed with everything, 

and I have no doubt that matters can be settled in accordance with your 
wishes." 

But on August 28 Mr. Hall wrote as follows: 
"For a long timelhave been convmced that there is some secret influence 

at work with the Nicaragua Government adverse to the company. This 
influence in my opinion is British. I do not say it comes direct from the 
British Government, but it comes from British capitalists who are anxious 
to get control of the enterprise. Mr. Climie tells me, as mentioned in a 
former letter, that the Blackman scheme could obtain all t~?-e capital it ~ight 
need in London, and from what he let drop at the same trme I am satiSfied 
that his partner, Mr. Passmore, had conferred with Mr. Blackman in London, 
and that he (Climie) had conferred with him in New York. This influence 
has been more than ever apparent since the death of Mr. Carazo. I had 
counted upon Modesta Barrios as a friend of the enterprise to be relied upon. 
I now find him imbued with the same ideas that were entertained by Urtecho 
in regard to the Costa Rica contract, that is, that while that contract exists 
Nicaragua must not permit the commencement of canal work; ana further, 
that if on the 2ith of October next, the limit of time which theydaim for the 
commencement of the work, the company shall not have released itself from 
Costa. Rica, the Nicarag-ua Government shall then declare its concessions 
forfeited. And these -views he says are those of his associates an·d of the 
President. A few days before Carazo's death, he (Barrios) expressed to me 
that the action of the Government in refusing to :{>ermit the commencement 
of canal con, truction was unjustifiable. What influence could have been 
brought to bear u pon him since he became a member of the cabinet is more 
than I can imagine. The object of all this is clear to me. They hope to 
bring about a conflict between Costa Rica and the companyJ then Nicaragua 
will break with the company, and the latter will be left witnout the support 
of either. As matter s now stand, Costa. Rica is in honor bound not to permit 
that the canal shall fali through her contract with the company, nor that 
Nicaragua shall so contemptuously ignore it. 

''President Bogram, of B.ondm;a s, has sent as commissioner. to Nicaragua 
and Costa Rica Senor Manuel Colindres, one of the most promment and able 
public men of that State. 

" He expects to receive the same appointment from the President of Guate
mala. His mission is solely in regard to the canal,. in whose success both 
Presidents take great inter est. I have had several conferences with him, and 
have given him all the information at my disposal. He conside:l:'s the attit~de 
of the Nicaragua Government wholly untenable. Before domg or saymg 
anything to the Government, he will await the arrival of Mr. Mizner, so as 
to act in concert with him." 

To-day Dr. Guzman notifies me, through Engineer Menocal, that he wishes 
me to call a meeting of the b oard of directors of this company (and which I 
have called for Thursday, t h e 19th), to present an importa?t communication 
or ultimatum from his Governmen t , the full nat ure of which I do not know, 
but one part of it is a demand that w e shall break our contract with Costa 
Rica. The board will receive this official paper , and before acting upon it will 
undoubtedly appoint a committee to confer with you in this exigency. 

I shall be glad to know by the bearer that_you receive t..l~is and at what 
time and place it may _be you!' pleasure to 1:ece~v~ such c_omm1ttee .. Dr. Guz
man will insist on an rmmediate reply, which It 18 not likely we will be able 
to give without first having a conference with you. 

I was in hopes, when you" served notice" on me personally, May 7, that 
the United States expected and required us to comply with our charter and 
build the canal-and also not ified the ministers of Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica that the United States expected those two Governments would not 
obstruct, but would aid in the gr~t work-th~t all danger of !hfficulty had 
passed; but it seems they have v.rud no at~ntwn to the wa~ng. A.nd_the 
assurances of the company that It would faithfully carry out 1ts concess10ns 
under its charter (which it has thus far done), and our :{>resence there in 
force and quietly at work since June 3, has not been received by them in a 
proper spirit. 

Very respectfully, 

Ron. JAMES G. BLAINE, 
Secretary of State. 

HIRAM HITCHCOCK. 

In this I inclosed the following memorandum: 
MEMORANDUM CONCERNING THE COSTA RICA CONCESSION. 

The following is from the opinion of the Hon. Jos. E. McDonald, one of the 
incorporators of this company and formerly counsel of the Republic of Nica-

raJ?.UThe Menocal-~ledon contract has been rendered necessary by the fact 
that at the time tho Nicaragua concession was negotiated Nicaragua assumed 
that the treaty of 1858, between hers~lf and Costa Rica, W&l; not in force, 
and that after the President (then Cleveland) had declared it to be in force, 
and that the rights of Costa :Rica (under Article Vlll) to be consulted with 
respect to any canal grant across the territory of Nicaragua that involved 
the valley of the San Juan River was more than advisory, it has then become 
necessary for the company to negotiate with Costa Rica or to entirely disre· 
gard her rights under that treaty." 
· I will add what I have before stated to you, that Nicaragua herself wished 
the company to come to terms with Costa Rica, and the company regards the 
Costa Rica concession as merely in the nature of a quitcla.im. And the Mar
itime Canal Company accepted this cdncession with the following reserva-
tions: · · 

.. It is here by understood, however, that the said concession is accepted by 

the Maritime Canal Company of Nicaragua upon the condition that nothing 
therein contained shall be construed to affect the sovereign rights or pro
priety in interests of the Republic of Nicaragua so far as the same may have 
been established by the treaty of April15, 1858, between the Governments of 
Nicaragua and Costa Rica.'' · 

To this Mr. Blaine sent the following reply: 
Personal.] 

BAR HARBOR, September 17,1889. 
MY DEAR SIR: I have your favor and the accompanying memoranda. I 

am sorry to hear of the impending difficulties in the way of the canal com· 
pany. But I do not think that Nicaragua or Costa Rica or both together will 
deprive you of your rights. 

I go hence on the 23d instant to Richfield\ N.Y . ./ ~o witness the marriage of 
my son on the 26th, thence to New York ana Wasnington,reaching the latter 
on the 30th of September. 

Very respectfully, 

HIRAM HITCHCOCK, Esq. 
JAMES G. BLAINE. 

On the 23d of September, 1889, I met Mr. Blaine in Boston, by 
appointment, and was accompanied by Judge Daly and other gen
tlemen connected with the canal enterprise. 

I stated to Mr. Blaine that we had received a communication 
from the Government of Nicaragua notifying the company that 
its· concession would be forfeited October 24 unless the causes 
referred to in their ultimatum were removed-that is, unless we 
broke our contract with Costa Rica. He then carefully perused 
the papers submitted and asked what answer had been made, and 
was informed that the company had made no reply, but had 
appointed uR as a committee to consult with him before replying 
to the communication. 

After a full discussion of the matter, Mr. Blaine said: 
The United States Government by granting to your company a Congres· 

sional charter practically guaranteed to give you such support as might be 
necessary for the protection of your rights. This obligation is not expressed 
in the ~barter, but exists just the same by implication. In other words, there 
is a moral obligation on the part of the Government to see that you have fair 
play. It would be absurd for the Government to incorporate you gentlemen 
for the purpose of doing a certain thing and then not to see that you are not 
deprived unjustly of your rights. 

Mr. Blaine asked what rights were needed from Costa Rica, and 
Mr. Menocal showed him a plan of the canal route and pointed out 
to him how the dam at Ochoa would cause the flooding of the lands 
of Costa Rica. 

After further discussion, Mr. Blaine WI·ote and read to us the 
following dispatch, which he caused to be sent to Nicaragua, 
addressed to Minister Mizner: 

The United States Government learns with surprise of rumors of an at
tempt to impair or deprive the Maritime Canal Company of Nicaragua of its 
right s as embodied in the contract granted by Nicaragua to that country. 
The United States can not understand how a company chartered under its 
laws should be treated with injustice by Nicaragua. You will please ascer
tain whence these disquieting rumors have arisen and communic.ate with me 
as soon as possible. You will also leave a copy of this dispatch with the Nica
raguan secretary of foreign affairs. The United States Government can not 
remain passive when the rights of a. corporation organized under its laws are 
threatened with injustice. 

The result was that on the 9th of October Mr. Blaine sent me 
the following dispatch: · 
HITCHCOCK, Fifth A venu e Hotel, New York: 

Mizner telegraphs "all difficulties settled. Papers executed in triplicate. 
This Government will retain one." 

BLAINE. 
Mr. Guzman telegraphed the same day: 

Mr. HIRAM HITCHCOCK, New York: 
I sincerely congratulate the company and yourself upon the good news 

received from Nicaragua. -
H. GUZMAN. 

The following me~sages were also sent October 9: 
His Excellency PRESIDENT OF NICARAGUA, Managua: 

Please accept my sincere congratulations upon the happ¥ termination of 
all differences and the company's assurance that it will VIgorously prose
cute the work of the canal in the interest of Nicaragua and the whole com-
mercial world. · 

HIRAM HITCHCOCK, President. 
On the. 11th of October the following dispatch was received: 

PRESIDENT OF THE MARITIME CANAL COMPANY OF NICARAGUA: 
I congratulate myself jointly with you upon the happy settlement of the 

canal question, and with the greatest satisfaction I offer the cordial assist
ance of my Government to the efforts of the company for the realization of 
this grand enterprise. 

ROBERTO SAOAZA, 
President of the Republic. 

On the 12th of November Mr. Hall, the agent of the company, 
cabled from Managua as follows: 

The Government of Nicaragua has approved plans submitted by Chief 
Engineer Menocal for the Nicaraguan Canal, entrance at San Juan del Norte. 
They are satisfied perfectly. 

The agreement referred to in Mr. Mizner's telegram to Mr. Blaine, 
as signed in triplicate, was a joint declaration that the company on 
its part would adhe;e strictly to the concession, acknowledging 
the jurisdiction of the Nicaraguan Government over the canal 
and Its ports, and Nicaragua, on its part, revoked the orders pro
hibiting formal beginning of canal construction and approved the 
plans. 

On the 18th of September, 1890, in a conference with Mr. Blaine, 
at Bar Harbor, we went over the entire canal situation, especiallJ 
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considering the articles of noncompliance, which would cause a 
forfeiture of the concession. We agreed that the only remaining 
cause of forfeiture would be the failm·e to do work upon the canal 
to the amount of $2,000,000 on or before the 8th of October, 1890. 
I said to him that we had put much more than that into the work, 
and therefore no question should arise; but from the fact that we 
had had some misunderstandings with the Nicaraguan Govern
ment, I thought that I would take every precaution in the matter. 

On the following day Mr. Blaine sent the following dispatch to 
Mr. Mizner at Central America: 

Be at Managua from the 4th until the lOth of October. Witness the settle
ment of accounts between the Government of Nicaragua and the Nicaraguan 
Company and protect the rights and interests of this great American enter
prise. If any question arises, you will act judiciously but firmly for the full 
prote<;tion of such rights and mterests. 

During the" conversation reference was made to the various 
attacks of the enemies of the canal, refeiTing particularly to the 
last one, the attempt to repeal our charter, and the admirable 
adv~rse report on that attempt which was made by Chairman 
Baker, of the Committee on Commerce of the House of Represent
atives, by the unanimous direction of the committee. 

The Nicaraguan Government ascertained that more than $2,000,-
000 had been expended on the canal, and that therefore Article 
XL VII of the concession had been complied with; and later I 
received the following letter: 

LEGACION DE NICARAGUA., Washington, December 12, 1890. 
MY DEAR SIR: It affords me great pleasure to inform you that I am in re

cei~t of a cablegram from His Excellency the President of Nicaragua, in 
which he directs me to inform you that Article XLVII of the concession has 
been fully and completely complied with. 

In conveying this information to you, I desire to congratulate most heart
ily yourself and the other members of the Maritime Canal Company of Nica
ragua for the success which so far has crowned the great enterprise. Ire· 
main, dear sir, 

Very truly, yours, H. GUZMAN. 
Mr. HIRAM HITCHCOCK, 

P1·esident of the Ma1·itirne Canal Company of Nicaragua, New Yo1·k. 
As will be seen by Article LUI of the concession, this last act 

in fulfillment of Article XL Vll rendered the concession non
forfeitable. 

On the 22d of August, 1893, Minister Guzman received in 
Managua, from the minister of fomento, a full power of attorney, 
giving him authority to settle and compromise with the company, 
ad referendum, any and all differences or claims which may arise 
from the failure of the company to comply with any of the pro
visions of the concession. Dr. Guzman returned to the United 
States late in September, and was present at a meeting of the 
board of directors held November 2, 1893. The following is an 
extract from the minutes of said meeting: 

The president asked Dr. Guzman whether, in view of his recent visit to 
Nicaragua, he had any information to present to the board. In reply, Dr. 
Guzman said that be wished to assure the company that the relations between 
the Government of Nicaragua and the company were of the most cordial 
nature\ and that the Government was very desirous to aid the company in 
its worK in every way possible; that his Government had given him full au
thority with reference to all matters connected with the canal, which author
ity he had exhibited to the president of the canal company, and he wished 
to assure the board that he should do everything in his power, both as 
minister and as member of the board, as well as an individual, to preserve the 
friendly relations between his Government and the company, and to promote 
the interests of the canal; and that when he failed to do that, he should insist 
upon resigning as the representative of his Government and as a member of 
this board; that he shoulddoeverythinginhispowerin Washington this win
ter to Recure cooperation of this Government in construction of.the canal, and 
that if after a reasonable time such cooperation should be found not practi· 
cable, then he should advocate that his Government, in cooperation With the 
company, should go abroad for such financial assistanc"' as might be found 
necessary to carry on the enterprise to completion. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a correct copy. · · 
THOMAS B. ATKINS, 

Secretary and Tr·easurer. 
Made January 28,1897. · 
Since the said meeting of November 2, 1893, Dr. Guzman has 

repeatedly stated that it was his Government's intention to give 
the company all the time it needed to recover from the panic of 
1893. 

Soon after that we received notice of seizures of some of our 
property at Grey Town which we regarded as illegal, and I went to 
Washington with the papers bearing on the case and laid the mat
ter before Secretary of State Gresham, and on the 23d of April, 
1894, Mr. Gresham cabled Minister Baker at Central America as 
follows: 

It is reported here that property of the Maritime Oanal Company has been 
seized at Grey Town as the property of the construction company. Papers 
exhibited to me indicate that the seizure was unauthorized. You are expected 
to give the matter your attention, and to do what you consistently can for the 
protection of the property and rights of the canal company. 

On May 10, 1894, I received the following letter: 
A. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, Washington, May 9, 1894. 
DEAR Srn: I have just received a telegram from Minister Baker, saying he 

can do nothing in the canal matter without the assistance of an able lawyer 
who understands the Spanish language and practice; that matters are in the 
worst possible shape; that the canal property has been virtually confiscated 
and the concession attacked. 

Yours, truly, 

liLfl.AM HITCHCOCK, Esq., 
New York Oity, N. Y. 

W. Q. GRESHAM. 

On the 26th of April, 1894, I was surprised to receive a copy 
from Minister Guzman of a letter addressed by Senor Gamez, of 
the Nicaragua cabinet, misdirected to the _agent of the Inter
oceanic Canal Company at Granada April 7, 1894, which was in 
effect a notification that Nicaragua regarded the company's con
cession as forfeited. At the same time some of the company's 
property was seized at Grey Town. The company then sought the 
protection of the power that created it-the United States-and the 
then honorable Secretary of State, the late Judge Gresham, re
viewed the case, examined the concession, and aiTived at the con
clusion that there was no existing cause whatever for the forfei
ture of the concession, and by his direction the United States 
minister at Managua cooperated with the general agent of the com
pany, and the Government of Nicaragua withdrew the notice. 
And on the 2d of July, 1894, I received the following dispatch: 

I have just received a telegram from Minister Baker, as follows: 
"Gamez's letter forfeiting canal franchises withdrawn. All serene." 

W. Q. GRESHAM. 

I also received from Minister Gnzman a copy of a cable from 
President Zelaya to )lim stating the same thing. On the 3d of 
January, 1895, Dr. Guzman was present at a meeting of the board 
of directors of the Maritime Canal Company, and I will read to 
you the following extract from the records of the meeting on that 
date: 

Mr. Bryan asked for information as to the relations existing between the 
company and the Government of Nicaragua. Minister Guzman replied that 
they were of the most cordial nature; never were they so much so as at the 
present time; that the Government were most anxious to aid the company in 
the constmction of the canal, and was ready to concede whatever might be 
necessary to insure success. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a correct copy. 

Made January 28,1897. 

THOS. B. ATKINS, 
Secretary and Treasurer. 

In the summer of 1895 the form of an agreement on the Tipi~pa. 
Canal question was discussed at Managua between the Govern
ment of Nicaragua and the general agent of the Maritime Canal 
Company, and then the Government sent a special representative, 
Senor Gamez, with our agent to New York, where the matter was 
further discussed and changes were made in the form of agree
ment. It was also agreed and understood that the question could 
rest without prejudice to either party for a year. . 

In the summer of 1896 the special agent came again to New 
York with the agent of the company, and o:ri the 28th day of 
August, 1896, the consideration of the subject was further post
poned until May, 1897. 

On the 7th of JuJy, 1896, the Ron. Lewis Baker, minister of the 
United States to Central America, wrote to me the following let
ter: 

MANAGlJA, July 7, 1896. 
DEAR SIR: Mr. Chris tanto Medina, of Paris and Central America, remarked 

to me a few days ago that you and some of your confreres were uneasy lest 
this Government may take some steps to disturb or cast a shadow over the 
Maritime Canal concession; and he asked me my opinion as to such a prob
ability. 

I answered him promptly and with p~rfect assurance of the absolute cor
rectness of my statement, that the Government of Nicaragua has no inten
tion of doing anything of the kind. Mr. Medina fully agrees with me in this. 

To you I will say, the fact is that the movement or threat made prior to the 
visit of General Macauley was nothing more nor less than a blackmailing 
scheme of a shrewd person, but he failed to find an accomplice in the General, 
and the threat was withdrawn in a legal and an honorabld way. 

Since that day the company has been in no danger whatever. 
Further, I have had the positive assurance, and have had it several times 

repeated to me by the President, that nothing will be done by this Govern
ment to disturb the concession or to alarm ita friends who are attempting to 
raise money for the prosecution of the work. 

If both the Maritime Company and the Government of the United States 
show a desire to have the concession so changed as to permit the Government 
to build and control the canal, and therefore desire the time extended suffi
ciently to enable the latter to complete the work, I have the assurance of the 
President that such a change and extension would be readily agreed to by the 
Government of Nicaragua. 

The fact is, since the Leon crowd have been completely banished, there is no 
longer any honest opposition to the canal. 

I will say this for the President. Since the reorganization of the Govern• 
ment he is the undisputed master. He "sits at the head of the table." He U. 
unselfishly in favor of the building of the canal by the present company, if it 
has the means, or by the United States Government. 

I have satisfactory reasons for making this statement, and I am assured by 
Mr. Medina that his information accords with m1ne, as stated. This gentle
man will be in New York soon, he informs me, and will no doubt see you. 

No answer is required to this letter. It ie written for the sole reason of 
giving you the assurances that are set forth in it. If they are worth nothing, 
they cost nothing. 

Very truly, yours, 

H. HITCHCOCK, Esq., New York. 
LEWIS BAKER. 

On the 23d of November, 1896, President Zelaya, of Nicaragua., 
wrote me as follows: 

MANAGUA, Novernber 23, 1896. 
DEAR SIR: Your very esteemed letter of the 29th of October last, to which 

I have the pleasure to refer, reached me in due time. 
By the contents of your letter I learn of the efforts made by you and by 

Mr. Wieser toward the organization of the works to build railroads in the 
country and also of coining, and which to you appear of feasible realization. 

The country is at the present moment in very favorable conditions to un
dertake such enterprises, and offers to immi~rants all sorts of guaranties. 

I trust that, in conformity with your promiSe, as soon as the electoral cam-
f~f~!>;o~t:fna~~:rdfi~er~: ~;:!t~~~ti~~~ni:e~~ favor me witll favor-
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Once more I take pleasure in assuring you of my consideration and esteem, 
and please accept my thanks in the name of this Government for your wishes 
f or the prosJ?enty of the country over which it is my honor to preside. 

I remam, respectfully, yours, 
J . A. ZELAYA. 

H1:RAM HITCHCOCK, Esq., 
President the Maritime Canal Company of Nicaragua, 

54 and 56 Broad st1·eet, New York. 

I was consequently amazed to read in the CONGRESSIONAL REC
ORD of Ja-nuary 22, instant, the letter addressed by Minister Rod
riguez to the Secretary of State, and by him transmitted to the 
Senate, as follows: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, Washington, January S2,1897. 
Sm: In the matter of the various bills now pending in Congress looking to 

the construction of an interoceanic canal through Nicaragua., I have the honor 
to inclose herewith f.:>r the information of your committee a communication 
just received by me from the minister of the Greater Republio of Central 
America at this capital. 

Respectfully, yours, 
RIOHARD OLNEY. 

Hon. JoHN SHEIDti.A.N, 
Chairman Committee on Foreign Relations, United States Senate. 

LEGATION OF THE GREATER REPUBLrO 011' CENTRAL .AM:Eru:O.A., 
Washington, Janua171 15, 1897. 

The undersigned, envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary of the 
Greater Republic of Cent1·al America, has the honor to address his excel
lency the Secretary of State, informing him that, as several bills relative to 
the construction of an interoceanic canal through Nicaragua have been for 
some time pending before both Houses of the American Congress, his Gov
ernment recently instructed him to examine them, and to make, under cer
tain conditions, suitable representations to his excellency the Secretary of 
State. 

The undersigned has consequently examined said bills, which a.re five in 
number, to wit: 

Three introduced in the House of Representatives-one by Mr. M.A.HoN, 
December 3, 1895, another by Mr. DooLITTLE, and the third by Mr. BARHAM, 
both the latter having been introduced December 6, 1 95. 

Two introduced in the Senate, one by Mr. PERKINs, December 30,1895,a.nd 
the other by Mr. MoRGAN, June 1, 1896. 

All these bills take it for granted, with minor differences of detail, that 
the American Government is to take an important part in the enterprise, 
and that it is to furnish the money necessary for the construction of the 
canal by the Maritime Canal Company of Nicaragua, whose constitution and 
organization they essentially modify. 

Unfortunately, the undersigned observes that the provisions of these bills 
are at variance, both generally and in matters of detail, with the stipulations 
of the contract of April 24, 1887, between Nicaragua and the companv afore
said, from which contract the company derives its existence and which is 
the basis of its e1.:.terprise. 

'l'hat contract stipulates, in its eighth article, that the concession therein 
provided for shall in ~o case be transferable to governments or to foreign pub
lic powers, and Article LIII provides that any contravention o! this stipula
tion shall entail a forfeiture of the contract. As it can not be denied that the 
bills to whi~h the undersigned has reference-although they do not eXJ>l"essly 
say so-effect that transfer most fnlly,ma.kingtheGovernmentof the United 
States of America the absolute owner of the enterprise and of the canal and 
its rights, the result to which they inevitably conduce is the forfeiture ot 
the contract;. 

Article XLVll of that instrument provides that the company shall under
take, at its own expense, the final surveys of the ground and the location of 
the line of the canal by a commission of <;:ompetent engineers, two of whom 
are to be appointed by the Government of Nicaragua, and the aforesaid 
Article LIII provides that a failure to complY. with this stipulation shall en
tail the forfeiture of the concession. The b1lls, however, provide that the 
canal shall be constructed under the surveillance of the Department of En
gineers of the Army of the United States of America and according to its 
plans; and that three engineers shall be designated by the President for that 
purpose, who shall make the explorations and estimates. This provision 
likewise conduces to the forfeiture of the contract. 

"The people of all nations shall be invited to contribute the necessary capi
tal to the enterprise. * * * 

"Of the capital with which the company shall organize, and which it pro
poses to distribure among the different countries interested in the enterprise, 
there shall be re!:"'erved at least five (5) per cent for the Oentral American 
Government and citizens that may desire to subscribe." These provisions of 
Article V.li of the contract are antagonized by the bills, which distribute the 
capital of the enterprise among the United States of America, Nicaragua., 
Costa Rica, and the company. 

"The capital stock of the final company shall be composed of shares, bonds, 
or obligations of any other kind, in such proportion as it may deem conven
ient." This is another provision of the ninth article. The bills, however, fix 
the amount of the capital stock in shares, of which they dispose in such a way 
that they are of no use for the work of the enterprise, as they ought to be1 according to the intent of the contract. For the work of the enterprise the 
bills create bonds, which must thus be converted into capital stock or be left 
out of the contract. The undersigned need not here point on t the infractions 
which the bills involve. 

According to Article X of the contract, the board of directors is to be com
posed of persons at least one·half of whom shall be chosen-by the company, 
of course-from the promoters who may yet preserve their quality as such. 
The bills organize the board of 4irectors with 11 members, 8 of whom are to 
be ap_Pointed by the President of the United States, in different capacities, 1 
by Nicaragua, i by Costa Rica, and 1 by the canal company. The difference 
between this provision and the stipulation referred to could not be more 
rear ked than it is. 

Among the benefits which Nicaragua reserves to herself, in consideration 
of the valuable J>rivileges and rights which she surrenders, is 6 per cent of 
the shares, bonds, certificates, or such other obligations as the company may 
issue with a view to raising the capital. Now, notwithstanding the fact that 
the company has made several issues, it has not fulfilled this obligation; and 
as the bills say nothing on this particular point of shares, bonds, certificates, 
or other obligations which were to be issued and have not been issued in 
favor of Nicaragua, these securities would probably either be lost in the new 
form of the enterprise, or would be lia.hle to troublesome and tedious liti
gation. 

Two of the bills in question have already been reported by a committee 
so that they may finally exclude the others; nothing, however, i'3 established 
ln them with regard to the shares that would belong to Nicaragua; and it 
might happen, owing to this, that Nicaragua would get none at all. 
lf the company were to issue a hundred or a hundred and fifty million dol· 

lars' worth of bonds in order to meet the cost of the work, which bonds, a s 
I have already r emar ked, would have to be considered as capital or be left out 
of the contract, Nicaragua would be entitled to her 6 per cent in virtue of 
the stipulation above referred to; but the bills leave no door open to such a 
possibility, nor do they allow her any participation in the issue which is to 
be made in order to pay for the work ah·eady done. 

The companr, by Article XIV of the aforesaid contract, has contracted the 
solemn ohligatmn to construct, at its own expense, within the term of three 
years, reckoned from the commencement of the work upon the interoceanic 
canal, a navigable canal between Lake Managua. and the na.vi.,"'Sble part of 
the Tipitapa River, near Pasquier, of sufficient dimensions to admit of the 
free passage of vessels drawing 6 feet and of 150 feet in length. That term 
exA>ired a long time ago, but the company, notwithstanding the most earnest 
solicitationhhas made no pretense of meeting that obligation, or of definitely 
adjusting t e com~ensation which it ought to pay in order to be discharged 
therefrom. The bills establish nothing on this other point, and Nicaragua's 
rights in this matter mi~ht thus be annnlled in consequence of their silence. 

By the plan involved m the new form which the bills devise for the enter
prise, the present company is extinguished, and nothing remains of it,. in its 
relations with the enterprise1 save the shadow of a persona.Hty represented 
by a. vote in a board of direcrors of eleven members; while in its relations 
with Nicaragua it may always claim fnll personality as the holder of the con
cession1 although having none of the means necessary to enable it to meet its 
obli~tions. 

Fmally1 it is to be observed that while the bills contravene and set at 
naught stipulations of the contract tlhey do not state whether the remaining 
ones still remain in force or not, although among these latter there are very 
many which are of no great importance to Nicaragua in particular, and to 
Central America in general. 

The undersigned is convinced of the good faith of the gentlemen who have 
introduced these bills in both Houses, and of those who advocate their pas
sage; he takes, moreover, pleasure in stating that he recognizes these efforts 
as the result of the legitimate interest which they feel in behalf of the con
struction of an interoceanio canal, in which the confederation that he rep· 
resents is quite as deeply interested. And, in calling a.ttention to the serious 
objections enumerated, which would render these efforts nugatory, the only 
obJect that he has in view is to protect just rights which he thinks are menaced 
by the bills aforesaid. 

It seems evident that the company is unable to raise money to fulfill its 
contract unless the United States of America furnish it therewith, and ince 
that contract excludes the possibility of attaining that result, the under
signed, having been duly authorized to do so, proposes to his excellency the 
Secretary of State that the two Governments-relying upon the favorable 
disposition of the Government of the United States of America-shall come 
to a direct understanding on the subject, on the basis of the Zavala-Freling
hnysen treaty, with such modifications as may be agreed upon, and endeav
oring to reach a just arrangement with the Maritime Canal Company of 
~ifufitfi~· so that it may renounce a concession whose conditions it is unable 

The undersigned, in thus obeying the instructions of his Government, 
avails himself of this occasion to reiterate to his excellency Secretary Olney 
the assurances of his most distinguished consideration. 

J. D. RODRIGUEZ. 
His Excellency RIOHARD OL~TEY, 

Secretary of State of the United States, etc. 
Washington, D. 0. 

I replied to 'this letter on J anuary 23, as follows:. 
THE MAmTniE CANAL COMPANY OF NIO.A.RAGU.A., 

New York, January fS, 1897. 
DEAR SIR: My attention has been called to the CONGRESSIO AL RECORD 

of January 22, containing a copy of a letter addressed by the minister of the 
Greater Republic of Central America at Washington to you, and transmitted 
by you to the Senate, in which the minister reflects upon the Maritime Canal 
Company of Nicaragua, a company chartered by the United States, and 
which company, in compliance with a provision of said charter, reports annu
ally its transactions to the Government of the United States, through the 
Department of the Interior, and which holds concessions from the Govern
ments of Nicaragua and Costa Rica, under which the construction of tho 
Nicaragua Canal has been commenced and is to be completed. 

It therefore becomes my duty to briefly call your attention to some of the 
statements contained in the minister's letter, and to note some omissions. 
Refer ring to certain bills before the Congress of the United States, he says that 
"the bills, however. provide that the canal shall be constructed under the 
surveillance of the Department of Engineers of the Army of the United States 
of America. and according to its plans;" and adds, "this provision likewise 
conduces to the forfeiture of the contract." But he omits to inform you that 
the final surveys and the location of the line of the canal were made and con
cluded by a commission of engineers, in strict conformity with Article XL VII 
of the concession. and were formally accepted by the Government of Nica
ragua on the 8th day of October, 1889. 

He quotes from Article IX of the concession. "the people of all nations 
shall be invited to contribute the necessary capital to the enterprise," but 
omits the remainder of the sentence, namei;v. "and it shall be sufficient for 
the fulfillment of this requirement to publish an advertisement for thirty 
consecutive days in one of the principal daily papers of each of the cities New 
York, London, and Paris." He quotes further. "there shall be reserved at 
least 5 per cent for the Central American Governments and citizens that may 
desire to subscribe." but he omits to inform you that soon after its organiza
tion the com{lany fnlly performed all these conditions of Article IX in the 
manner required therein. 

Referring to the 6 per cent of shares that the concession obligates the com
pany to issue to Nicaragua, the minister says the "com~any has not fulfilled 
Its obligations." The fact is that the company issued thiS stock to Nicaragua 
on the 31st day of October, 1890, and notified that Government that the cer
tificate was at its disposal, but the Government has not yet appointed an 
agent to receive the same as provided in Article L of the concession. 

The lninister states that the company has failed to meet its obligations to 
construct the Tipitapa Canal under the terms of Article XIV of the conces
sion. As to this I will say that the surveys for the canal as described in 
Article XIV were made, and then the Government of Nicaragua asked for a 
deeper canal than the concessions provided for. Before a resurvey was com
pleted a desire was expressed for a still deeper canal Pending negotiations 
on this subject, andnotwithstandingthe fact tha.t the Government had failed 
to place at the disposal of the company the lands required for the line of the 
canal, the Government issued a notice to the effect that it considered the 
canal concession forfeited. The company then sought the protection of 
the power that created it-the United States-and the then honorable Secre
tary of State, the late Judge Gresham, reviewed the case, examined the con· 
cession, and arrived a-t the conclusion that there was no existing cause what
ever of forfeitt1re of the concession, and by his direction the United States 
minister at Managua cooperated with the general agent of the company, and 
the Government of Nicaragua withdrew the notice. Whether the 'l'ipitapa 
Canal will be constructed, and of what dimensions, or whether compensatiou 
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will be made in lieu thereof, are matters still under negotiation, and any dif
ferences that may arise in the consideration thereof are not cau!'les of for
feiture, but are to be settled by arbitration under Article LV of the conces-

5~0mile the honorable minister ma not have intended an injustice to the 
company by his letter~ yet he m~t ~e supposed to haye male a careful study 
of the canal question, the concessiOns and the operations under them, and if 
so his letter seems inexplicable. · 

it would appear from his letter that a contemplation of possible Congres
sional action in amending the charter of the Maritime Canal Company has 
interposed itself between him and the true relations existing between the 
Government of Nicaragua and Costa Rica and this company under the con
cessions. 

Ip this connection it is pertinent to say that in an interview with the h?n
orable minister since his arrival from Central America I alluded to the b1lls 
before Congress and stated to him in substance that they were genflrallybe
lieved to be the result of a strong desire on the part of the Congress to hasten 
the construction of this vitally important connection of _the coast lines o~ ~his 
continent; and I added that, whatever the outcome might be, the Mant1me 
Canal Company could accept of no measure that would be unjust to the pow
ers from whom it received the concessions. 

This letter of the minister is an attack upon the integrity of the Maritime 
Canal Company and its concessions, and on behalf of that company I ask the 
protection and aid of the Government of the United State!! in the defense 
and maintenance of its concessionary rights and its property. 

Very resp('ctfully, 
HIRAM HITCHCOCK, 

President of the Maritime Canal Company of Nicaragua. 
Hon. RICHARD OLNEY, 

Secretary of State. 
The CHAIRMAN. Now, Mr. Hitchcock, do you know in what 

manner the passage of the bill by the Senate in January, 1895, 
was received by the minister of Nicaragua, then resi.dent at this 
capital, and what expression he gave as to the happiness of the 
people and Government of Nicaragua over the passage of that bill, 
if any? 

Mr. HITCHCOCK. In reply I will say that on the last day of Jan
uary, 1895, I received the following letter from Minister Guzman: 

W .A.SHINGTON, January SO, 1895. 
DEAR MR. HITCHCOCK: I am sorry you could not be here the day our bill 

passed the Senate, but I saw by your telegram that you were detamed by a 
sad loss in your family. 

I should have written you before this about the great victory, had I not 
been sick. I was taken with a bad attack of quinsy, and I only left my bed 
yesterday. 

-Please accept my congratulations for the success of the bill, and let me hear, 
as soon as possible, about your future plans. I am sure that my cablegram 
announcing the victory was received with joy in Nicaragua. 

Very sincerely, yours, 
H. GUZ1l'IAN. 

Later I received a letter from the Hon. Lewis Baker, minister 
to Central America from the United States, written from :;an Jose, 
Costa Rica, on the 28th of January, 1895, saying: 

I have a teleg-ram from the general minister of Nicaragua this morning 
informing me that the canal-guaranty bill had passed the Senate. If this 

·good news is confirmed, I shall fully expect the bill to pass the House. If this 
{>roves true, won't you do me the favor to cable me promptly, giving me the 
factsY On the statement of the Nicaragua minister, I have sent congratula
tory messages to both the Nicaraguan and Costa Rican Governments. 

The CHAIRMAN. From the fact that vou had made a full state
ment of all your troubles with Nicaragua, if I may call them 
troubles and that the Government of Nicaragua had expressed 
itself as b;ing fully satisfied that all the terms of the concession 
had been complied with, and after receiving this letter from Mr. 

· Baker, which yon have just quoted, and after receiving the letter, 
which is above set out, from President Zelaya, and after receiv

. ing the letter from Mr. Guzman, which you have just quoted, did 
you have any suspicion or expectation that there was any real 

. remaining difficulty or difference between your company and the 
Government of Nicaragua? · 

Mr. HITCHCOCK. I had not, except that the Tipitapa question 
was a matter that we were arranging for arbitration if necessary. 

The CHAIRMAN. And that matter had been postponed for that 
purpose? . 

Mr. HITCHCOCK. That question had been postponed. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Tipitapa Canal had no connection what

ever with any right of forfeiture on the part of Nicaragua of the con
cession, and if there was any possible default on the part of the 
company, which I understand you to deny, the arrangement or 
settlement of that matter was entirely apart from your right to go 

·on and build the main canal? 
Mr. HITCHCOCK. Entirely apart. 
The CHAIRMAN. Are you yet convinced, notwithstanding the 

protest of the minister from the Greater Republic of Central 
-America, that Nicaragua is friendly to your company and desires 
to see the canal succeed? 

Mr. HITCHCOCK. My belief is that President Zelaya and his 
present administration in Nicaragua are very friendly to the com
pany and exceedingly desirous to have the canal completed, and I 
believe them to be desirous that the company shall be aided by the 
United States in order that the completion may be hastened. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there not a remaining jealousy or.. antag
onism between Nicaragua and Costa Rica, growing out of old dis
putes, which has not been entirely quieted, and with which you 
have no concern, and may not that jealousy be at the bottom of 
the movement of the Greater Republic of Central America? 

Mr. HITCHCOCK. That is quite possible, and may be more than 

_xxrx~sa 

that. It may be highly probable. But the company has but one 
object, and that is to carry out both its concessions from those 
Governments in the utmost good faith under the charter granted 
by the United States. 

The CHAIRMAN. Has not your company put itself to a great 
deal of trouble, inconvenience, and expense in the effort to recon
cile those two Governments with each other upon the subject of 
the construction of this canal? 

Mr. HITCHCOCK. We have done our best in that direction n·e
quently for the last ten years, as will be shown oy what I have 
already stated before the committee. 

The CHAIRMAN. It has been asserted that your company is 
bankrupt. Is that true? 

Mr. HITCHCOCK. That is not true. The Maritime Canal Com
pany of Nicara~ua is and always has been entirely solvent, and 
has no outstandmgdebts we are not able to meet. Anyone making 
a different statement confuses the Maritime Canal Company Wlth 
the construction company, which held a contract with the Mari
time Canal Company to construct the canal, and which was 
obliged to suspend and go into liquidation in 1893. This latter fact 
is not surprising when it is remembered that during that period of 
great financial depression such vast corporations as the Erie Rail
road, the Baltimore and Ohio, the Reading, and the Union Pacific 
were obliged to default on their obligations and to resort to reor
ganization of their companies. 

HIRAM HITCHCOCK. 

Mr. MORGAN. I wish to present one more paper, and then I 
will yield the floor. I received recently a letter, upon another 
topic entirely, from a gentleman in California, who is a veryemi
nent man, a very learned lawyer, and was writing to me about 
some questions of law. In the course of his letter he presented a 
statement that I wish now to read: 

In 1851-52 the late Commodore VanDerbilt (he always spelled it so himself) 
was at the head of a New York company organized to build such a canal, and 
at his instance I spent about a twelvemonth on the Isthmus as general agent 
of the company. Living right on the lake shore, and frequently moving up 
aud down the river, I became, of course, familiar with the route and the 
whole situation. In fact, the first passenger steamer that ascended the river 
passed the Machuca Rapids with my foo1; Qn the safety valve and Mr. Van 
Derbilt at the helm, and I have gone the whole 125 miles of the riverinaskift'. 

That effort at interoceanic navigation seems now almost forgotten, butth.e 
way it came to be abandoned is worth recalling. The COIX1pany relied on get
ting capital in England, and VanDerbilt and Joseph L. White (then lately a 
member of the House of Representatives from Indiana) went to London jn 
the fall of 1851 and opened negotiations with the Barin.gs for $26,000.000-the 
estimated cost of the work. They carried with them elaborate surveys, field 
notes, and estimates made by a Colonel Childs, a New York engineer of re
pute, who had made their surveys. I think Childs accompanied them hiD}· 
self for explanations. The project was laid before the Barings, who gave it 
close attention, and after a study of available statistics decided to take it up 
and finance the undertaking, if Colonel Childs's estimates could pass the scru· 
tiny and win the approval of a board of English engineers, to whom they re
ferred the question. The canal then projected was much smaller than that 
now contemplated, and was not expected to pass a shipdrawing more than 13 
feet of water (about 800 tons). I still have a tracing of Childs's map, and some
where (though not now findable) of his detailed statements. After some 
weeks delay, during which the bankers were most gracious and pleasant, the 
En~lish engineers re11orted favorably, and the Commodore believed the ne
gotiation had been qmte successful, but after another, though shorter delay, 
the aspect of things suddenly changed and the financial gentlemen having 
consulted with some Government officers and eminent merchants, etc., de· 
clined the whole negotiation. The Commodore gave expression to his emo
tions in his fashion, by a little genteel profanity, but White, who was very 
deeply interested, and more politic, sought the cause of the change in the 
views of the bankers, and after a little hesitation learned from them that on 
consultation with eminent authorities on the subject they had come to the 
conclusion that the canal if built as proposed would result in throwing the 
whole commerce of the Pacific into American hands, and they were naturally 
averse to embarking English capital in an enterprise likely to be destructiva 
to English interests, by building up American commerce where England 
then enjoyed a monopoly. The justice of this excuse was undeniable, and the 
American negotiators returned, disappointed. 

I yield the floor with the single remark that both of the Senators 
from California here know this gentleman, and if any Senator 
desires to inquire in respect to his character and standing, they can 
easily ascertain. 

Mr. HOAR. I ask unanimous consent to lay aside· the pending 
order informally to take up Senate bill 3588. 

Mr. MORGAN. The Senator from Massachusetts does not seek 
to displace the pending measure? 

Mr. HOAR. No. 
Mr. FRYE. It is to be only informally laid aside. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Nicaragua Canal bill will be 

laid aside informally, if there be no objection. 
TilE L.A. ABRA Ar..T)) WElL CASES. 

Mr. HOAR~ I ask the Senate to proceed to the consideration 
of the bill (S. 3588) to insure a full bench in the Court of Claims 
for the hearing of the cases entitled" The United States against 
La Abra Silver Mining Company and others," and "The United 
States against Alice Weiland others.-" It is a measure which has 
already been read. The SenatorfTom Wisconsin [Mr. VILAS] de· 
sired to examine it, and he will propose a slight amendment, which 
will take but a moment. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of tha 
Whole, resumed the consideration of the bill. 
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Mr. VILAS. After the word "the," at the end of line 12, I 
move to insert the words" supreme court of the;" so that instead 
of reading "of any circuit or district court of the United States 
or of the District of Columbia" it will read'' or of the supreme 
court of the District of Columbia." That practically gives defi
nite expre sion to what I suppose is really intended. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend

ment was concurred in. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 

the third time, and passed. 
The preamble was agreed to. 

EASTERN :NEBRASKA AND GULF RAILWAY COMPANY. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the amendment 

of the House of Representatives to the bill (S. 3555) to amend an 
act entitled An act granting to the Eastern Nebraska and Gulf 
R&ilway Company right of way through the Omaha and Winne
bago Indian reservation , in the State of Nebraska," by extending 
the time for the con (;ruction of aid railway. _ 

The amendment was, in line 9, to strike out" four" and insert 
"three." 

Mr. ALLEN. I move that the Semite concur in the amendment. 
The motion was agreed to. 

HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 
The following bills were severally read twice by their titles, and 

referred to the Committee on Pensions: 
A bill (H. R. 6902) granting a pension to Mrs. Mary A. Viel; and: 
A bill (H. R. 100 '5) for the relief of Elnora Shnman. 
The bill (H. R. 10002) making appropriations for the current 

and contingent expenses of the Indian Department and for fulfill
ing treaty stipulations with va1·ious Indian tribes for the fiscal 
year en~ing June 130, 1898, and for oth_er purposes, was _re~d twice 
by its title, and referred to the Corrumttee on Appropriations. 

SUBliARINE TELEGRAPH CABLE LINES. 
Mr. FRYE. I ask unanimous consent fm· the present consid

eration of the bill (H. R. 9149) to regulate the establishment of 
submarine cable lines or systems in the United States. 

'l'he VIOE-P.RE::::!IDENT. The bill will be read for informa
tion, subject to objection. 

'l'he bil1 was read. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the present con

sideration of the bill? 
:Mr. STEW ART. I would rather that that bill should lie over. 
Mr. FRYE. The bill has been reported favorably unanimously 

by both the Committee on Foreign .Relations and the Committee 
on ComLO.erce, and there is no opposition to it. The opposition 
which appeared perhaps· a month ago has been _withdrawn. 

Mr. N.ffi.L~ON. I am opposed to that bill. . 
Mr. BLACKBURN. 1 am opposed to it, also. 
Mr. NELSON. And I have no recollection of the bill having 

been considered in the Committee on Commerce at all. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. Objection is interposed to the con

sideration of the bilL 
Mr. FRYE. It if:l on the Calendar as having been reported from 

the Committee on Coiillllerce. 
1\Ir. NELSON. I do not know how the bill got there. 
l\1r. FRYE. I am very much surprised. We gave hearings in 

the Committee on Commerce and invited everybody to appear 
befm·e that committee who had anything to say about the bill, 
and only one company appeared and had a hearing. 

Mr. STEW .ttRT. Under the circumstances, I think the bill 
had better lie over. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Objection is interposed, and the bill 
will go over. 

Mr. FRYE subsequently said: I· desire to make a_ remark. I 
JD.ade a statement that the bill the consideration of which I had 
asked for had been reported by the Committee on Commerce 
without any objection. The Senator from Minnesota [Mr. NEL
SON] called my statement in question. I hold in my hand the 
printed report on the bill made by the Senator from West Virginia 
[Mr. ELKINSl to the United States Senate. The same bill was 
pending in tbe Committee on Foreign Relations, and by the in
struction of the committee I reported it from the Committee on 
Foreign RelatiOns, and it took the place of the other committee 
bill; and this is the one. I am not in the habit of making state
m~ts which I do not know to be true. 

lUr. NEL80N. I understood the Senator to say this was a bill 
which had been reported from the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. FRYE. It has been reported, and I hold the report in my 
hand. 

ME SAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. W. J. 

BROWNING, its Chief Clerk, announced that the House had agreed 
to t be amendment of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 514) to remove 
the charge of desertion from the military record of Wear Crawford. 

The message also announced that the .House had disagreed to 
the amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 9707) making 
appropriation for the support of the Military Academy for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1898; asks a conference with the Sen
ate on the disagreeing votes of the two HouE~,es thereon, and had 
appointed Mr. CURTIS of New York, Mr. GRIFFIN, and Mr. TYLER 
managers at the conference on the part of the House. · 

MINERAL OIL LANDS. 
Mr. CLARK. I ask unanimous consent for the present con

sideration of the bill (S. 3551) to authorize the entry and patent
ing of lands contairung petroleum and other mineral oils under the 
placer-mining laws of the United States. 

The1·e being no objection, the Senate, as in Committe~ of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. It provides that any per on 
authorized to entel' lands under the mining laws of the United 
States may enter and obtain patent to lands containing petroleum 
or other mineral oils, and chiefly valuable therefor, under the pro
visions of the laws relating to placer mineral claims; and further 
provides that lands containing such petroleum or other mineral 
oils which have heretofore been filed upon, claimed, or improved 
as mineral, but not yet patented, may be held and patented under 
the provisions of this act the same as if such filing, claim, or im
provement were subsequent to the date of its passaO'e. 

The bill wa reported to the Senate without amen~ent, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

MILITARY ACADEMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the action of the 

House of Representatives on the amendments of the Senate to 
the bill (H. R . 9707) making appropriations for the support of the 
Military A.oademy for the fiscal year ending .June 30 1898. 

Mr. PETTIGREW. I move that the· Senate insist upon its 
amendments and agree to the conference asked by the House. 

The motion wa agreed to. 
By unanimous consent, the Vice-Pre ident was atJ.thorized to 

appoint the conferees on the part of the Senate~ and Mr. PETTI
GREW, Mr. PERKINS, and Mr. BRIC.JJ? were appointed. 

HARRIET F. HERRICK. 
Mr. LODGE. I ask unanimous consent for the present consid

eration of the bill (S. 2859) granting an increase of pension to 
Harriet F. Herrick. • · 

Th&re being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. It proposes to place on the 
pension roll, at $12 per month, the name of Harriet F. Hen·ick, of 
Beverly, State of Massachu ett , widow of Moses S. Herrick, de
ceased, late a member of Company·E, Eighth Regiment Massa,
chusetts Volunteer Infantry. 

The bill wa reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and pa sed. 

SPECULATION IN CLAIMS AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT. 
Mr. LINDSAY. I a k unanimous consent for the present con

sideration of the bill (H. R. 61:l34) to prevent the purchasing of or 
speculation in claims against the Federal Government by United 
States officers. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to con ider the bill, which had been reported from the 
Committee on the Judiciary with amendments. 

The first am.endment was, in section 1, line 10, after the word 
"purchase," to insert" at less than the full face value thereof;" 
in line 11, after the word "indirectly," to insert "any claim for 
fee, mileage, or expenses of;" in line 12, after the word" witness," 
to strike out ''fee or claim, or the fee or claim of any;" jn the 
same line. after the word" juror," to strike out" or the fee or 
claim of any:" in line 13, after the word" or," to ~trike out" the 
fee or claim," and in line 14, after the word "other," to strike out 
"person " and insert "officer of court;" so as to make the section 
read: 
· That it shall hereafter be unlawful for any United States marshal or dep

uty marshal, or any clerk or deputy clerk of any court of the United State!\ 
or of any Territory thereof, or any United States attorney or a istant at
torney, or any United States judge, or United State commis ionor, or other 
person holding auy office, emplqyment, or po ition of trust or profit under 
the Government of the United States to purcha , at less than the full face 
value thereof, either directly or indirectly, any claim for fee, mileage, or 
expenses of any witnes, , juror, deputy marshal, or of any other officer of 
court whatsoever against the United States Government. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, in section 2, line 1, after the word 

" shall," to strike out " be guilty of a violation of the first section 
of this bill shall be liable to an indictment by the grand jury of 
the United States," and insert" violate this act shall be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor; " in line 5, after the word '• find," to trike 
out "in any um of not less than fifty nor more than;" in line 6, 
before the word' ' five," to insert'· not exceeding; "in the same line, 
before the word "dollal's," to strike out "thousand " and insert 
"hundred;" and after the word "dollars" to strike out "and 
final judgment against the defendant shall ipso facto operaw 
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as 11 removal of the person convicted and render his office or posi- ·l·eocurs the seco~d time, insert the-words "the United ·States;" and the House 
ti t " t k th t• d agree to the same. . 

on vacan i so as o ma e e sec: Ion rea : That the Senate recede from its disagreem£~nt to the smendment of the 
SEC. 2. That any person who shall violate this act shall be deemed guilty House numbered 2, and agree to the same with an amendment as follows: 

of a misdemeanor and, upon conviQtion, shall be fined not exceeding $500. Strike out the word ' not," in line 31 of the bill, and in place of the language 
Th d t d t stricken out by said amendment insert the words" except such as may have 

e amen men was agree o. . . . been incurred for wages or supplies in the operation of the property pur-
The next amendment was to str1ke out section 3, as follows: chased;" and the H ouse agre{' to ~he s_ame. 
SEc. 3. That all laws or parts of laws in conflict with this bill are hereby That the Senate recede from Its disagreement to the amendments of the 

repealed . House numbered 3 and 4. and agree to an amendment as follows: After the 
· word "Provided," in line 32 of the bill, insert as follows: 

The amendment was agreed to. . ·'That the capital stock of the corporation h erein authDrized shall be di-
The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- vided into shares each of th~ ~ar value of - ~100, and ~an not exceed the 

ments were concurred in amount of the funded debt eXIStms- and unpa1d at the time of the decree of 
Th d t · ·d d t b C1'. d d the bill to foreclosure: Provided, That additional stock for the purchase or construe• 

e amen. me~ s were 01 ere 0 e enoi osse an tion of additional road, or for equiJ.>ment or betterments, may be issued by 
be read a thn·d time . the corporation upon the payment mto its treasury therefor of the fall par 

The bill was read the third time and passed. value thereof in cash, or in :r:e~urn for la.bur or :property ~imated at _its 
' actual value; but no such additwnal stock shall be lSsued by said corporation 

TRAFFIC BRIDGE OVER THE OUACHITA RIVER. until such issue shall be approved by the Secretary of .the Interior as actually 
Mr. BLANCHARD. 1 ask unanimous consent for the present representing money, labor, or property estimated at its actual value, at the 

full or par value of said issue of stock.. The total stock issued under the pro
consideration of House bill 6750. It is a bridge bill which has visions of thi<> act shall not exceed $100,000,000." 
been favorably reported by the Committee on Commerce. And the House agree to the same. 

· · h S t · C 'tt f th That the House recede from its amendment numbared 5. 
There being no ObJeCtiOn, t e ena e, as 1ll OIDml ee 0 e '.rhat the Senate recede from its disagreement to the amendment of the 

Whole proceeded to consider the bill (H. R. 6750) to authorize .House numbered 6, and agree to the same with an amendment as follows: 
the 1na'yor and cit.y council of Monroe and the po'l!ce jury of the "Providedfurtltel·, That in case any uncompleted contracts for the pur-
p arish of Ouachita, La., to construct a traffic bndge across the chase of land shall be pending-at the trme of such foreclosure sale, such new 

company shall, upon paym-ent to it of any unpaid balance of purchase mouey 
Ouachita River opposite said city. · for such land at the time provided in such contracts fcrthesalethereof.,con

The bill was reported to the Senat-e without amendment, ordered vey and r elease to the holders of such contracts all its title, interest, and 
to th • d di d th th' d tim d assed I estate ID and to the land embraced in SUCh COntracts.'' 

a lr rea ng, rea e lr e, an P · And after the word "company," in line 4 of said amendment numbeTed 6, 
ESTATE OF RICHARD LAWSON. insert the words "to a-ny bona fid.e settler and occupant in a tract of tlliJ acres · 

Mr. BACON. I ask unanimous consent foT the present consid- or_l1s~:~trike out from line'7of said amendmentnumbered6thewords "said 
eration of the bill (S. 3239) for the Telief of the estate of Richard contracts for the sale of lands," and in lieu thereof insert the woTds "any 
Lawson. such contract." 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the "a-'!.~~,' after the word "of," in line 12 of said amendment, insert the word 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill: It authorizes the admin~- AlSo, strike out from line 12 of said amendment the word "contracts" and 
·trator de bonis non of the ·estate of Richard Lawson, late of Balt1- insert in lieu thereof the word "contract." 
mo1·e, :M:d., to sue in the U ui ted States Com't of Claims for the said ~~t t~he lfl~:S a~!d;ot!:~~f~:inendment num bared 7. 
Lawson's individual interest as a partner in the late firm of John H. HENRY POWERS, 
McFadon & Co., and also the late firm of William McF.adon & GEO. P. HARRISON, 
Co., formerly of Baltimore, Md., on account of French spoliations Manag~,~~~h!p~9~t~?i1huu. 
committed pr:iar to the year 1800, the court to pass upon the facts 
and law in the case and report the same to Congress. D.A. VID B. HILL, 

Mr. PLATT. I do not understand that bill, Mr. President. 8: ff 6tifi: 
Mr. BACON. I have the report here. Managers on. the part of the Senate. 
Mr. PLATT. I should like t=~ome explanation of it. 
Mr. BACON. It is simply in the nature of a bill to authorize a 

party to sue und~r the act of January 20, 1.88?, to establish the 
validity of a clarm under the French spoliations act. He has 
been barred, not by his own neglect! but it was a case where the 
clarm was that of a firm, and it turned out, pending the investi
gation, that the member of the firm in whose ·name the suit orig
inally had been filed within the time limited by the act had prior 
to that time assigned his individual interest. · 

Mr. PLATT. The bill does not propose tom·eate any additional 
liability ill the French spoliation claims h~yond that which the 
Senator has stated? 

Mr. BACON. None whatever. It simply allows this man to 
avail himself of the act of 1885, from the provisions of which he is 
now barred. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read th~hird time, and passed. 

Mr. COCKRELL. 1 move that the Senate adjourn. 
. The motion was agreed to; and (at 5 o'clock and 25 minutes 

p. m.) the Senate adjourned until Monday, February l, 1897, at 12 
o'clock meridian. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
FRIDAY, January 29, 1897. 

The House met at 12 o'clock m., and was called to order by the 
Speaker. · 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. HENRY N. COUDEN. 
The J ourn~l of the :proceedings of yestm·day was read and -ap

proved. 
ATLANTIC AND PACrniC RAILROAD COMPANY. 

Mr. POWERS. Mr. Speaker, I call up the conference report 
on the bill (S. 1832) to detine the rights of purchasers under mort
gages authorized by an act of Congress approved April 20, 1871, 
concerning the Atlantic and Pacific Raih-oad Company. 

The SPEAKER. The. g~ntleman from Vermont calls up a con
ference report which the Clerk will read. 

The Clet k read as follows: 
The committee of conference on the disa1rreeing votes of the two Houses 

on the amendments of the House to the bill (S. 1832) entitled ".A!n act to define 
the rights of purchasers under mortgages authorized by an act of Congress 
approved April 20, 1871, concerning the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad Com
pany," having met. after full and free conference have agreed to recommend 
and do recommend to their respective Houses as follows: 

That the Senate recede from its disagreement to the am~ndment of tho 
House numbered 1, and a.gree tothe same with an amendment as follows: 
' In line 2 of said amendment numbered 1, and after the word"'' to" where it 

The statement of the House conferees was read, as follows: 

The amendment of the House numbered 1 seeks to subject the new corpora
tion to all the obligations and duties to the United States imposed upon the 
original company by the charter of 1806. Hence the words "the United 
States" are added to the amendment by the conference committee to make 
such meaning c.lear and certain. . 

The amendment of the House numbered 2 would subject the purchasers to 
payment of all the unsecured indebtedness of the o!d ~O~'Poration, whereas on 
foreclosure of mortgage such purchasers take no liability m respect thereto. 
The conference committee has imposed such hability to the ext£\nt of all obli
gations for wa~es and suppli-es incurred in the operation of the road legally 
chargeable agamst the old company. 

The amendments of the House N os .• 3 and 4 are contradictory. .Amend
ment No.3 restricts th~ issue of ad~itwnal sto_ck to cash payment at par; 
amendment No. 4 provides for such lSSUe on "Pl'lOr approval of the Secretary 
of the Interior in excha.n.ge for money, labor, or property estimated at its 
actual cost value. To harmonize this the language of each amendment has 
been embodied in one amendment wherein the issue of such stock is restricted 
to the actual value ofthe property when exchanged therefor, as ascertained 
by the SecretaTy of the Interior, regardless of its original and probable in
creased cost. 

The amendment of the House No. 5, wherefrom the House conf-eTees rec· 
o=end that the House recede, requires the purchasers at foreclosure sale" 
and as a condition precedent to reorganization, to relinquish to the Unitea 
States all inteTest in the lands grant.ed the original company situate opposite 
road unconstructed at date of the forfeiture act approved July- ti, 18&i. The 
bill as passed by the Senate broadly protects all rights of the United States 
in this regard. The validity of the forfeiture act is now under submission 
before the United States Supreme Court in a case wherein the United Btates 
has been fully heard in argument. If that court.sustains the validity of such 
forfeiture act, then these prospective purchasers could take no possible in
terest in such lands, and the amendment of the House WDuld be unneces~ry. 
Should the court decide that the grant was not so subject to forfeiture, 'then, 
as matter both of law and justice, the old company and these purchasers 
should not be foreclosed by present legislation. The bill as now framed care
fully preserves all existing rights of the United St:J.tes against both in this 
respect. 

The amendment of theHousenumbered6 requiresthenewcompanytopro
tect the land warranties and contracts of the old. It is not clear that the 
amendment applies to executory land contracts wheTeon the purchaser has 
ruade partial payments, and language l;l.as been added so providing in terms. 

With respect to executed land contracts, the conference committee be
lieved that such liability should extend to actual settler~ and occupants pur
chasing in tracts of 640 acres or less, following legislative precedent in this 
regard as illustrated by the general railr oad land,grant f01·feiture act of 
September 29, 1IIDO, section 3 (26 Stat. L., 496), where the right is so protected 
to a maximum of 320 acres on payment to th!;' United States of 81.25 per acre. 
Here the new company is required to recoup the -purchaser for loss of title to 
the extent of 640 acres, hut without any compensation therefor. 

The amendment of the House numbered 7, wherefrom the House conferee$ 
recommend that the House recede, empowers the States wherein this railroad 
may now or hereafter extend to req nire the n ew company to become incoTpo
rated under the laws of each of such States. 

This new company would be a Federal corporation. Congress has always 
retained control of such corporations, but left the property thereof to the 
operation of State laws of taxation poli-ce power, :and 1ilre subjects wit~ 
State regulation and control. To reach this 1-e:mlt no affirmative legisla.tiOil 
is necessary in this act. Surrender of control over the -oorporate franchise, ' 
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if hereafter deemed wise by Congress, should be accomplished by general 
law applicable to all such Federal co1·porations and not extended to one only 
by special legislation. 

H. HENRY POWERS, 
GEO. P. HARRISON, 
GROVE L. JOHNSON, 

Conferees. 

Mr. POWERS. Mr. Speaker, there are several amendments-· 
Mr. McRAE. If the gentleman will permit an interruption, I 

should like to know if we can have some understanding about 
the time to be allowed for debate. 

Mr. POWERS. I am content that that should be so. 
M.r. McRAE. What is the purpose of the gentleman as to call~ 

ing the previous question? 
Mr. POWERS. I have not called for it. 
Mr. McRAE. How much time does the gentleman propose to 

give for debate? 
1\fr. POWERS. How much time do you want? 
1\Ir. McRAE. I can not very well tell. I think we should have 

an hour. 
Mr. POWERS. I am content that an arrangement shall be 

made for an hour's debate on each side. 
The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the proposition that the 

debate shall cease at the end of two hours, one-half to be allotted 
to either side? 

Mr. BARRETT. Mr. Speaker, there is a question involved in 
this·report which probably does not interest the gentleman from 
Arkansas [Mr. McRAE], and if he is going to control the debate in 
opposition, it seems proper that some allowance should be made 
for my colleague from Massachusetts [Mr. MOODY]. 

The SPEAKER. There is no proposition to control the debate. 
Mr. WADSWORTH. How much time do you ask for? 
Mr. POWERS. An hour on a side. 
1\fr. WADSWORTH. I object to that. 
Mr. TERRY. I will say to the gentleman from Vermont [Mr. 

PowERs], res~rving my right to object--
Mr. DOCKERY. Why do you not let them finish the Agricul-

tural appropriation bill? . 
l\1r. rrBRRY. I will suggest to the gentleman from Vermont 

[Mr. PowERS] that this affects a number of States, and in the 
course of the debate a number of Representatives here will see 
that their constituents are affected by this matter. I would sug
gest that we have an hour and a half debate on each side. 
.. Mr. POWERS. It is entirely immaterial to me, I will say to 
my friend, how much time is allotted. If the gentleman will 
make that request, I will accede to it. 

Mr. TERRY. I ask that. 
Th~ SPEAKER. The gentleman asks unanimous consent that 

there be an hour and a half of debate on each side. 
Mr. WADSWORTH. I object. 
Mr. DOC~RY. Let him finish his Agricultural bill. 
Mr. POWERS. Mr. Speaker, a parliamentary inquiry. If no 

arrangement is entered into, how much time do we have for the 
consideration of the bill? . 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is in charge of the bill. 
Mr. POWERS. And I have an hour's time. 
The SPEAKER. An hour's time. 
Mr. TERRY. What was the answer of the Chair? 
The SPE.AKER. The Chair said that the bill was in charge of 

the gentleman from Vermont [Mr. PoWERS]. 
Mr. POWERS. I will endeavor to yield to my friend a reason

able share of the time. 
'l'he SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vermont [Mr. PowERS] 

is recognized. 
Mr. POWERS. Mr. Speaker, this was a Senate bill which came 

to the .t:Iouse for its concurrence. The House passed seven differ
ent amendments to the Senate bill, and a conference committee was 
appointed to consider the disagreeing votes of the two Houses. 
Tltat committee have made their report, and copies of it will be 
found on the desks of members. Some of these changes in the 
amendments adopted by the House are purely clerical in their 
character. Others are substantial. I assume that no gentleman 
has any objection to the adoption of such of the amendments as 
are clerical in theu· character. For insta.nce, No. 1 reads: 

But such new company shall be subject to all the obligations and duties to 
which said Atlantic and Pacific Railroad Company was subject under its 
charter or act of incorporation. 

The conference committee have inserted after the word'' duties" 
the words'' to the United States," as that was the plain meaning 
of the amendment, doubtless, on the part of the gentleman who 
proposed it. I ask that that amendment be agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. This is a conference 1·eport, and it is not di
visible. 

Mr. POWERS. Can it not be agreed to in detail? 
The SPEAKER. This is a conference report, and as such it 

must be adopted as a whole or !'ejected as a whole. 
Mr. POWERS. Very well, then, I will point out to the House 

that amendment No.1 is simply adding the words "to the United 

Sta~es" ~fter the word "duties," because in the original text the 
dut1es d1d not apply to anybody, and here they are specifically 
named. 

The second amendment as adopted by the House reads: 
But nothing in this act shall make such purchasers and their associates
Alluding to the bondholders under this mortgage that are seek· 

ing this incorporation-
or such new corporation liable for any debt or claims or contracts of the 
<:Jld ~~rporation not" expressly assumed in their contract of purchase at said 
JUdicial sale." 

That is modified in the conference ~ommittee so as to read: 
Strike out the word "not," in line 31 of the bill, and in plac~ of the lan

guage stricken out by said amendment insert the words "except such as may 
have been employed for wages or supplies in the operation of the property 
purchased. " 

This is to make the new corporation liable for the debts of the 
old corporation that the old corporation incurred for supplies and 
wages in the operation of the property. Of course no gentleman 
would ask to have the mortgages made chargeable with any debts 
of the old corporation to which their mortgage was paramount. 
But_ it is a principle of equity jurisprudence announced by the 
Supreme Court of the United States and announced in various 
States that wages of employees and supplies that have been fur
nished for the operation of a road have an equitable p1·eference 
over the rights of the bondholders; and we have made that certain 
by incorporating in it an express stipulation.that it shall be s·o, 
although in my own judgment there was no necessity· for it, 
because the rules of law already require it. I take it that no 
gentleman has any objection to that amendment. 

Amendment No. 3 relates to the proposed issue of new stock. 
When this bill was pending in the House, this amendment was 
put on; but it is not explicit enough to"protect the rights of the 
stockholders and the rights of the public. Therefore the commit
tee of conference have given it a new draft, retaining the sub
stance of the amendment, but putting it in more specific and 
explicit language to make it effectual to carry out the purpose. 
It reads: 
· That the capital stock of the corporation herein authorized shall be divided 
into shares each of the par value of $100, and shall not exceed the amount of 
the funded debt existing and unpaid at the time of the decree of foreclosure. 

The conference committee have substituted for the word" mort
gage" the word" funded;" so that it shall read, "shall not ex
ceed the amount of the funded debt;" because it transpires that 
this corporation has both a mortgage debt eo nomine, and has, in 
addition, another mortgage that is specified in railroad nomencla
ture as funded debt. Now, the object of foreclosure is to foreclose 
the debt known and described as the mortgage debt and the debt 
known and described as the funding debt. So we use the generic 
term "funded" as covering both, rather than the specific term 
"mortgage" as used in the amendm9nt, with the proviso-

'J'hat ad~tional stock for the purchase <?r construction of additional roa,d, 
or for eqUipment or betterments, may be Issued by the corporation upon the 
payment into its treasury therefor of the full par value thereof in cash, or in 
return for labor or property estimated at its actual value; but no e:.uchaddi
tional stock shall be issued by said corporation until such issue shall be ap
proved by the Secretary of the Interior-

And that it shall not exceed $100,000.000. 
Mr. MOODY. Mr. Speaker, I should like to ask the gentleman 

a question, if he wilr yield. · Do I understand the gentleman to 
state to the House that the limit imposed by the House amend· 
mentis not changed by the report of the conference committee? 

Mr. POWERS. It is not changed, unless we quibble over the 
word ''mortgage." 

Mr. MOODY. I understand the gentleman to say, and I want 
to know whether I am right or not, that there were two mort
gages-one designated as a mortgage debt, and the other as a 
funded debt-and that this mortgage debt eo nomine and the 
funded debt were ·both to be compnsed in the foreclosure? 

Mr. POWERS. Yes. 
Mr. MOODY. If that is true, there is no difference in the effect 

of the House amendment and the conference report. 
Mr. POWERS. Well, substantially none. The word " mort

gage" is a term more specific than ' ' funded." '' Funded" is age
neric term, and it covers both debts. 

Mr. MOODY. Does it have the same effect? 
Mr. POWERS. Precisely so, as I understand. 
Mr. BARRETT. Will the gentleman allow me to state the 

difference of the effect? • 
The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Vermont yield? 
Mr. POWERS. Well, I will allow the gentleman to state it 

when the time comes for him to debate. I will state my view, 
and if he 'Yants to correct me in my grammar or in my legal prop
osition, he can do so. 

Mr. BARRETT. I thought the gentleman from Vermont, the 
chairman of the committee making this conference report, would 
be very glad, as he seems disposed to be, to have all the informa
tion he can, that this matter go before the House at the same time. 

Mr. POWERS. I should be thus happy, Mr. Speaker, butwben 
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I am searching for information I prefer to choose my own instru-
mentalities. . 

Mr. MOODY. Will the gentleman yield for another question? 
This is a mere question. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Vermont yield? 
Mr. POWERS. Certainly. 
Mr. MOODY. I would like to ask the gentleman if, under this 

bill, together with the rights of succession to the powers of the 
corporation whose property is foreclosed, it will be possible for 
the reorganized company to issue not only the amount of st<?ck 
which is named in this amendment, but also a corresponding 
amount of bonds, so that there shall be in existence at one time, 
in stock and in bonds together, just double the amount of the 
actual investment under these foreclosure proceedings? I ask for 
information. 

Mr. POWERS. Mr. Speaker, the practical working of the prop
osition is thio;: The parties who now hold the mortgage bonds 
upon these r'ailroads are permitted by this act to reorganize them
selves into a corporation and to utilize their mortgage bonds in 
the shape of stock. That is to say, the holder of $1,000 in bonds 
may take ten shares of stock in the new corporation, converting 
his bonds into stock. That is the way the capital stock is made 
up. That is the way the capital stock is always made up in the 
reorganization of a railroad company by bondholders who reor
ganize and put in their mortgage bonds as stock ancl not as bonds. 
Now, the question of the gentleman from Massachusetts, as I 
understand him, is, Can not the corporation issue a new mortgage, 
equaling in amount the stock that will be provided for by this 
amendment? I say unhesitatingly they can. I say unhesitatingly 
they ought to have that right. If a corporation, after it is organ
ized as a corporation, finds it necessary to issue a mortgage for 
proper purposes, it should have that right. 

Mr. MOODY. Mr. Speaker, I will ask the gentleman what are 
''proper purposes?" 

Mr. POWERS. Any purpose that the law recognizes as proper. 
I am sure my friend would not say-he is too good a lawyer to 
say-that a railroad ~orporation ought not to have ~he right to 
issue, under proper Circumstances, a mortgage upon Its property. 
It may become necessary for new construction; it may become 
necessary for any one of a dozen lawful purposes. 

Mr. :MOODY. Let me say to the gentleman from Vermont that 
I have no objection to the issuing of a mortgage for considera
tion; but I want to see very clearly that, on account. of the same 
specific sum of money, there can not be in existence in the market 
two obligations of bonds and of stock, each representing the same 
money. Let me say further that it has been asserted to me-l 
know not with what truth-that the reorganization committee 
have advertised to the bondholders that under this reorganiza
tion they shall obtain not only new bonds in place of those they 
now hold, but an equal amount of stoc~ in addition. I would like 
to ask the gentleman from Vermont if he has investigated that 
question and is ready to make a statement to the House in rela-
tion to it upon~his own responsibHity? · 

Mr. POWERS. I have not investigated that question. I have 
not chased down all the rumors that interested parties may have 
circulated with reference to this proposition. I tie myself down 
to the language of this bill and the language of this amendment. 
The language of this amendment is that they ~aY: issue stock not 
exceeding $100,000,000. The language of the bill IS that the new 
company shall succeed to the original rights accorded ~nder the 
franchise of the old company. Now, unaer the franchise of the 
old company they had no right to issue a mortgage except for a 
proper legal purpose. 

Mr. BARRETT. Will the gentleman allow me time now to 
answer the question asked by my colleague? 

Mr. POWERS. I must decline, Mr. Speaker, to have my time 
taken up by the gentleman from Massachusetts in answering 
questions asked by his colleague. If I do not answer them prop
erly or satisfactorily, his colleague will doubtless apprise me of 
the fact. 

This issue of stock is limited to $100,000,000. The amount of 
the funded debt provided for in this amendment aggregates about 
$40,000.000, and the additional stock is only to be issued with the 
consent and approval of the Secretary of the Interior, so I assume 
that it is sufficiently guarded to prevent the "watering" of stock 
or any abuse of that kind. 

Amendment No. 5 was proposed by the gentleman from Illinois 
[Mr. CooKE] and the substance of it is that this company shall 
not take any right under this new charter except upon the condi
tion precedent that it shall relinquish all its rights to the land 
grant that was given to the original company and which is cov
ered by this mortgage now under process of foreclosure. In an
swer to that I have this to say: Congress has already passed an 
act providing for the forfeiture of unearned land grants made to 
different railroad corporations, and the question whether the land 
grant made to this old corporation comes within the operation of 
that act has been argued, only a week since, in the Supreme Court 

• 

of the United States. A case was made up, and the United States 
have been fully heard in argument. · 

The question is ripe for decision by that court, and the decision 
is expected in the immediate future. If the court decides that 
these lands have been forfeited, then of com·se this new company 
can have no rights under this amendment. If, on the other hand, 
the courts decide that the lands are not forfeited, then this new 
company, upon every principle of right, upon every principle of 
justice, will be entitled to those lands. They were granted to the 
original company. They were mortgaged by that company, and 
the mortgagees ought not to be taken by the throat and told by 
the American Congress that unless they relinquish the rights 
given them by their mortgage they shall not be allowed to be in
corporated under a law of Congress. No one can justify any such 
proposition. 

Mr. QOOKE Qf Illinois. Will the gentleman yield for a ques
tion? 

Mr. POWERS. I will if the question is not too long. 
Mr. COOKE of Illinois. Did not a committee of Congress in 

the first session of the Forty-ninth Congress make a report, after 
a thorough investigation ot this whole subject of the forfeiture 
which should take place concerning these lands, and after the act 
of 1871, which this bill sets forth, gave the right to this company 
to mortgage its lands-did not that committee, after such exam
ination, report the act of 1886, which was afterwards passed, 
declaring the forfeiture? 

Mr. POWERS. My understanding, Mr. Speaker, is that Con
gress made inquiry into the various land grants that had been 
made to railroad companies-this, among others. 

Mr. COOKE of Illinois. If the gentleman will allow me, I will 
call his attention to the particular report upon this particular land 
grant, Report No. 193, made February 3, 1886; and this report 
deals only with this land grant; it is a thorough and elaborate 
examination and discussion of the entire question as to whether 
any valid mortgage had been made upon this land grant 1mder 
the act of 1871; and notwithstanding the act of 1871, the commit
tee came to the conclusion that a forfeiture should be declared, 
and the House adopted their conclusion by the passage of the 
forfeiture act of 1886, which affected over 32,000,000 acres of land. 

Mr. POWERS. I am not in controversy with the gentleman as 
to the proceedings taken by Congress, for I have already conceded 
that an act was passed declaring the forfeiture of these lands. 
What I am urging is that this is a ·legal question now pending 
before the courts; and I have confidence enough in our courts to 
say that we can fully trust the disposition of this question to them. 

Now, what is the effect of this amendment? It provides that, 
no matter what the courts may decide about the legality of that 
forfeiture act, we ourselves insist that this company shall relin
quish its claim to these lands; otherwise we deny them the rights 
accorded conditionally by the bill. Now, I think this is the wisest 
course. I think it is most in accord with the ordinary course of 
judicial proceeding, most in accord with the spirit of fairness 
which ought to influence legislators, that we should say, "If the 
court declares the act valid, then we are entitled to the rights we 
claim; if, on the other hand, they say that the forfeiture is invalid, 
we lose those rights." 

Mr. COOKEof Illinois. Will thegentlemanallowmeamoment 
further? I call his attention to the title of this bill-" An act to 
define the rights of purchasers under mortgages authorized by an 
act of Congress approved April 20, 1871." Then the bill goes on 
and uses this language: 

That whenever any mortgage made by the Atlantic and Pacific, etc., under 
and by virtue of acts of Congress ·is foreclosed, etc., and any sale of the road, 
equipment, lands, etc., the purchaser, etc., shall be entitled to hold and pos
sess the franchises and property so sold, and. to exercise, etc. 

Now, I ask the gentleman to answer this question-whether 
~his bill, if p~ssed, would not operate as an ena!>ling a_nd enlarg
mg act additional to the act of 1871 so as to validate still further 
by the action of this Congress the supposed right to mortgage 
those lands covered supposedly by the act of 1871-whether this 
bill does not directly recognize the construction of said act of 
1871, which is claimed on the part of this raih·oad company, that 
they have the right to mortgage those lands perhaps in perpetuity? 

Mr. POWERS. I did not yield for a speech, but I confess I am 
somewhat surprised to see an able lawyer stand up on the floor of 
the American Congress and insist that the title of a bill has any
thing to do with the body of it except to state in a general way 
the purpose of the act. The point of this proposed enactment is 
in these words: 

Provided further, That as a condition precedent to reorganization the 
purchasers of the railroad company and their successors shall relinquish iii. 
writing and convey to the United States by a proper deed, etc., all claim, 
right, title, and interest to all lands granted to the Atlantic and Pacific Rail
road Company, etc. 

My answer to the gentleman is that we have no right, as fair
minded men, to say to the mortgagees," You shall not have any 
power to foreclose your mortgage, you shall not have your legal 

·-
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rights in court unless you will1·elinquish a portion of the property 
that was conveyed to you by your contract of mortgage." I say 
that is a species of blaekmail; and as long as that very identical 
question is pending in the Supreme Court, let that court deter
mine the rights of these men, and let us not undertake to say in 
addition that these mortgagees shall have no rights even if the 
court says that they have. -

]1r. COOKE of Illinois. 1\fay I ask the gentleman--
Mr. POWERS. I can not yield any further to the gentleman, 

because he interposes a stump speech when he undertakes to pro
pose a question. 

The sixth ame!ldment adopted by the House provided that" in 
every case of failure of the title to any lands conveyed or contracted 
to be sold by said Atlantic and Pacific Railroad Company, any 
and all rights of such purchaser or his assigns," etc., shall be pre
served. This language was not explicit enough to protect the 
rights of these settlers, and the conference committee has under
taken to make it more clear by changing the phraseology so that 
it shall read as follows: 

Provided fu:rther, That in case any uncompleted contracts for the purchase 
of land shall be pending at the time of such foreclosure sale. such new com
pany shall, upon payment to it of any unpaid balance of purchase money for 
such land at the time provided in such contracts for the sale thereof, convP.y 
and release to the holders of such contracts all its title, interest, and estate 
in and to the land embraced in suC"h contracts. 

And after the word" company," in line 4, insert: 
To any bona fide settler and occupant, in a tract of 6!0 acres or less. 

Now, under the usual limitation of bills of this character the 
rights of settlers have been guarded heretofore where they claimed 
no more than 320 acres. With reference to that we have a general 
statute on this subject, an ~ct passed on the 29th of September, 
1890 (26 Statutes at Large, page 496), where the right is so pro
tected to a maximum of 3~0 acres only. We go further in this case, 
becaru;e the land is very poor, and in some cases the purchasers 
acqrured as much as a whole quarter section; and so we extended 
the mantle of proteetion to double the amount to which it extended 
under the former statute. 

Amendment No. 7 the committee of conference recommend that 
ilie House recede from. That amendment is in substance that 
the company shall take out its charter in each State through which 
it shall pass or through which the lme runs. It runs through the 
Territories now substantially, and the amendment provides that 
when they become States they may then require this provision. 

The answer to that proposition is that the company IS a Federal 
corporation, and Congress has always retained control of such 
corporations, but has left the property of such company to the 
operation of the State law of taxation, police power, and like sub
jects, which are within State regulation and State control. It 
seems to the committee that we ought to follow the unanimous 
pl'actice heretofore, and we are making a charter wherein we 
retain the control of the corporation in our own hands and not 
turn it over to the States th1·ough which it may pass. 

1\Ir. :MITCHELL. Will the gentleman from Vermont yield to 
me for a question? 

Mr. POWERS. Certainly. 
Mr. MITCHELL. I was not on the floor when the gentleman 

from Vermont explained the amendment of the House No.2. I 
notice from the conference report that the Senate recedes from its 
disagreement to this a,mendment, which was passed on my motion, 
and agree to the same with an amendment. Am I to understand 
that this amendment strikes out from the original Horu;e bill the 
words: 

Expressly assumed in the contract of purchase at such judicial sale. 

Which were the words which I objected to, and leaves in the 
words which I have substituted therefor, namely: 

Legal charge against said old corporation. 

And inBerts before said last words: 
Except such as may have been incurred for wages and suppUes in the oper

ation of the property purchased-
So that the whole clause shall read as follows: 
But nothing in this act shall make such purchasers and their associates or 

said new corporation liable for any debts or claims or contracts of the old 
corooration. except such as have been incurred for wages ·or supplies in the 
operation of the property purchased, legally chargeable against such old cor
poration. 

Mr. POWERS. The words "legallychargeableagainstsaid old 
corporation" are retained. I do not know whether the gentleman 
has the copy of the bill before him that I have, but these words are 
in italic.s in the copy before me, and following that is the language 
"except such as may have been incurred for wages and supplies in 
the operation of the property purchased." 
· The purpose, I will state to my friend from New York, is this: 

We could not, with propriety, make the bondholders liable for 
debts which are an inferior lien of their own, and to guard against 
that we use the language referred to, "legally chargeable against 
laid old corporation," and then put in a proviso leaving the wages 

chargeable to the new corporation. As I have already stated at 
the ou.tset of my remarks, that would be the case whether we put 
that provision in or not. 

Mr. :MITCHELL. Then, as I understand it, the amendment 
recommended by the conference committee leaves the new com
pany liable for debts of the old company for labor and supplies. 
If so, I have no objection to offer to the amendment of the con
ference committee. 

Mr. POWERS. I now yield to the gentleman from Arkansas 
[Mr. TERRY]. How much time does the gentleman want? 

1\fr. TERRY. About fift~en minutes. -
Mr. POWERS. I yield fifteen minutes to the gentleman, reserv

ing the remainder of my time. 
Mr. BARRETT. I wish to ask the gentleman from Arkansas if 

he will yield to me for a moment to ask the gentleman from Ver
mont a question? 

1\Ir. TERRY. Certainly; but not to be taken out of my time. 
1\fr. BARRETT. I understood the gentleman to say that at the 

proper time he would allow me time to make some statement. I 
wish to ask if I may depend on that promise out of the gentle
man's own time, or does he expect me to acquire the floor in my 
own right? 

Mr. POWERS. I will endeavor to give the gentleman five 
minutes. 

Mr. BARRETT. I will require more time than that. 
Mr. POWERS. Well, I have promised to yield to my friend 

from Arkansas. I will yield to him first, and then several other 
gentlemen want to be heard. 

Mr. BARRETT. I will ask the gentleman not to move the 
previous question until I have had an opportunity of being heard 
on this point. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. TERRY] 
is recognized for fifteen minutes. 

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, there are some very important mat
ters in this conference report to which I want to direct the atten· 
tion of the House to show why it should not be adopted. 

This House made an amendment to the ·senate bill which re
quired the pru·chaser to pay all the debts legally chargeable against 
the old company. That amendment perhaps went too far. It 
went further than I should have asked the House to go. But the 
proposition of the conference committee does not go far enough. 
1t only provides for the payment of rlebts for wages and supplies 
incurred in the operation of the road. but does not make any pro
vision for debts and liabilities otherwise incurred in the operation 
of the road. Neither does it make any provision for liabilities on 
account of damages for injuries to persons and property. That 
should be provided for. 

Gentlemen claim that to put in any debt that has been incurred 
or liability incurred since the mortgage is not right and proper. 
I take issue with gentlemen there. Every man who takes the 
bond of a railroad secured by a first mortgage takes it with 
the knowledge that that road has got to be run and operated, else 
the mortgage would amount to nothing. And as it must be run and 
operated, the bondholder takes it with the knowledge that there 
will be liabilities incurred for injuries. to persons and property 
as well as for operating expenses and for wages of employees. 
Now, when a man takes a mortgage upon a ship upon the high 
seas, when he goes into admiralty to foreclose that mortgage, al
though there have been debts incurred since his mortgage, in the 
1·unning of the ship, for injuries to personB and property, for 
wages and salvage, and so on, the court of admiralty requires 
that these claims come ahead of the mortgage, because, they say, 
"When you took your mortgage on this ship, of what account 
would she be to you unless she was to be run and operated for the 
purpose for which she was built? You must have known when 
you took your bottomry bonds or your mortgage that these lia
bilities would be incurred." 

The tendency of modern legislation and of judicial opinion is to 
require bondholders, when they arsk for the appointment of are
ceiver, to make it a condition precedent to the appointment of a 
receiver that the bondholders shall submit to the payment of all 
debts and liabilities of the kind that I have named. That has 
been decided over and over again. I want to call the attention of 
the House to such decisions of the Supreme Court and other Fed
eral courts on this subject, and to show you that the committee 
are not correct when they say that it would be unjust and inequi
table to put these unsecured liabilities ahead of the mortgage. 

I now quote from the American Law Review, of March, 1896: 
The tendency of legislation and of the judicial mind is to apply to railroads, 

so far as relates to debts a.nd liabilities incurred in their operation, substan· 
tially the rule that obtains in admiralty, which gives to all such demands 
priority over a mortgage on the vessel 

Justice 1\liller, in the Clinton Bridge case, says: 
I have shown tha-t railways are now means of intersta-te commerce as well 

as steamboats. Their iron t:racks, extending from ocean to ocean, are no 
more limited by political boundaries than are the rivers which rise in one 
State and flow through others to the sea. Over the former, propelled by on<t 
application of the motive power of steam, roll many cars, laden witll the 
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products and fa.~rics of one section of the country for the supply of th~ w~ts 
of a distant sectlOn. Through the latter, propelled by another application 
of the same power, ply the steamers, laden in like manner, and discharging 
a like beneficent office. vVhere lies the difference between them? Why 
should not the power which regulates one extend to the control of the other? 

Where lies th-3 difference between them in respect of the necessity and 
justice of the rule which makes the thing liable for the obligations which 
every bondholder knows when he takes his bond must be incurred in main
taining and operating it as an instrument of commerce? 

Now, here is the copy of an order ·made by a Federal judge in 
appointing a receiver: 

And it appearing to the court that the defendant company owes debts and 
has incurred liabilities to the residents and citizens of this district-

Now, I want to call your attention to the factthatyoumen who 
live in States through which this road runs are interested in this 
matter. The road does not run through my State, but there are 
thousands of debts due to the residents of your districts and of 
your State-

And it appo~r~~ ~the court ~hat the def~~t coml?anr o~es de'J?ts and 
has incurred liabilities to the residents and Citizens of this district which the 
holders thereof eoul~, without any interference with t~e legal or equitable 
rights of the compla.mant under the mortgage set out m the complamt, col
l~t by proceedings at law from said defendant by seizing its rents. income, 
and earnings, and in other lawful modes, if not restrained from so doina by 
this court, and that it would be inequitable and unjust for the court to deny 
to said cre:iitors and claimants their legal right to collect their several debts 
and demand!:! by appointing a receiver to take and receive the earnings of 
said road during the pendency of this suit, as prayed for in thecomylainant's 
bill, without providing for the payment of such debts and liabilities: It is 
therefore declared that this order appointing the receiver herein is made 
upon this exp.rt-ss condition, munely, that all debts, demands, and liabilities 
due or owing by the defendant company which were contracted, accrued, or 
were incurred m this district, or are due or owing to any residents of tllis 
district, for ticket and freight balances, or for work, labor, materials, ma
chinery, fixtures., and supplies of every kind and character, done, JW"rformed, 
or furnished in the repair, equipment operation, or extension of said road 
and its branches in this district, and all liabilities incurred by the said defend
ant company iu the transportation of freight and passengers, including dam
ages for injuries to employees or other pru:sons,and to property, which have 
accrued or upon which suit has been brought or was pending or judgment 
rendered in thi.<~ State, within tw-elve months last past; and all liabilities of 
said company to persons or corporations who have or may have become sure
ties for said company on stay or supersedeas bonds or cost bonds, or bonds 
in garnishment or other like proceedings without regard to the date of said 
bonds, or whether such bonds were furnished in actions or proceedings p end
ing in this district or elsewhere, together with all debts and liabilities which 
thtJ said receiver may incur in operating said road, including claims for 
injuries to persons and property as aforesaid, are hereby declared to be 
preferential debts, and shallt>e paid by the receiver as the same shall accrue 
out of the eamings of the road, if practicable, or out of any funds in his 
hands applicab .e to that purpose; and if not sooner discharged, then tlle 
same shal be paid out of the procaedsof the sale of the said roa~ which shall 
not be discharged from the custody of this court until said debts and demands 
are paid. 

Now, my friend from Vel~mont, when this matter was in the 
House here, very kindly consented to quite a number of amep.d
ments. I was surprised at his generosity; but I recollected that 
when he got into conference the bill could go through the usual 
course of shaking off all these amendments, and so it has. 

Now it comes back here in a condition that there is no protec
tion to a large number of men who have claims against this road. 
The only one they proposed to pay is wages and supplies in oper
ation. 

Mr. HARRISON. What character of claims do you refer to 
there and say they are not protected? 

1\Ir. TERRY. I refer, sir, to liabilities for injuries to person 
and property; and if I had time, without trespassing upon the 
kindness of the gentleman in allowing me as much time as he 
has, I would read the various classes of indebtedn.ess protected in 
the order appointing receivers already quoted from. Now, this 
road has been for years in the hands of a receiver, taking the 
ea:rnings and the profits which the court says the claimant could 
have subjected to the payment of his debt; but having gone into 
the hands of a receiver. no man can make a debt out of the com
pany. Now;if the judge did not do what he ought to have done, 
and protect these people when he made the order, then Congress 
ought to do it now, when they come to ask a favor at our hands. 
When they applied to the chancellor, it was his duty, when they 
asked him for the favor, to put this vast system of raih·oads in 
the hands of the court's officer; it was the chancellor's duty to 
protect the rights of the citizens; and when he did not do it, as 
he did not in this case, it is the duty of Congress to do it. Ever y 
man who lives in a State whose citizens have claims against this 
old co~pany will, in my judgment, be r~creant to his high duty 
here if he does not vote down this conference report, and make 
provision, by another conference, to protect these citizens of the 
United States that should be protected in their just claims. 

Any time I have I yield back to the gentleman from Vermont. 
Mr. POWERS. Mr. Speaker, I desire to know how much time 

r emains. 
The SP EAKER. The gentleman h as eighteen m inutes re

maining. 
Mr. POW ERS. I yield five minu tes to the gentleman from 

I owa rMr. L ACEYl . 
Mr . LACEY. Mr. Speaker, thisconferencereportsnbstantially 

yields up every point made by the House in their &Illendments, 

and yields up every point without conteSt, without resistance, 
without explanation, and without reason. This bill ought to be 
sent back again to be reconsidered in conference, and the House 
amendments, or at least the more important of them, it seems to 
me, ought to be preserved. They ought to be insisted upon by 
the conference committee. The first proposition is one to relieve 
the Government from the litigation in regard to the land grant. 
On granting to this company a new charter, it is provided that it 
must relinquish to the Government that which is a subject of 
present litigation. The Government declared a forfeiture of the 

· land granted coterminus with that part of the road not bnilt in 
1886. The company has since the forfeiture of the grant, and 
since the declaratilln of the forfeiture, constructed a portion 
of this road, and now claims it, notwithstanding the forfeiture. 
The House passed an amendment providing that if a new charter 
was given to the company it must relinquish this claim and re
lieve the Government irom this litigation and relieve the country 
through which the road runs of the blight that this claim makes 
on the land, and to provide for opening it for settlement. 

Next, the House pxovided that this Federal corporation in exer
cising its rights in any State or Territory must do so subject to the 
right of the State or Territory to require local incorporations. 
Heretofore Federal charters have had no such pl'ovision in them. 
They ought to have had. It has been a mistake not to insert some 
such provision in Federal charters heretofore. Now, we are 
granting a new charter to the company, and we are asked to 
abandon this provision, and the reason given by the conference 
report is because we did not require it before in charters of other 
railway companies. Well, have we not learned something about 
these United States corporations? Have we not learned that we 
madA a mistake when we did not require such a corporation exer
cising its rights in any State or Tenitory to do so subject to the 
right of the States or Territories to require a localincorporation? 
Have we not learned from past experience that the States should 
be protected in such matters? The States are not bound to exer
cise the right proposed. If the corporations do not abuse their 
rights and privileges the States will not demand their subjection 
to local jurisdiction. But this will be a bond held ovex them to 
protect the States from abuse under the charter \vhich we are 
about to grant to this corporation. Both of these amendments, 
it seems to me, ought to be maintained, and the committee, instead 
of abandoning them without a struggle, should have insisted t o 
the last point for both of t::..:3se provisions. 

1\Ir. POWERS. I now yield five minutes to the gentleman from 
~ab~aA~r. ~ON]. . 

Mr. RISON. Mr. Speaker, the objections of the gentle-
man from Arkansas [Mr. TERRY] and of the gentleman from Iowa 
[Ml'. LACEY], who last addressed the House, carry upon their face 
a plausibility that is attractive t.o those who are in favor of pay
ing debts. I agree to that sentiment. I "vish it were in the power 
of Congress to have the debts of this old company paid. Bnt I de lre 
to ask my friends from Iowa and from Arkansas not to confound 
the holders of these bonds with the old company that incurred the 
debt. This is merely an equitable question, one that has doubt
less been settled by the court in this case, or, if it has not been 
settled, it will be, in adjudicating the questions involved in these 
foreclosure proceedings the rights of the different creditors of the 
old company. 

Are we here now, by a quasi judicial enactment, to change the 
1ights of these parties, and to say that notwithstanding the rights 
which the holders of these bonds have secured to themselves 
under the acts of Congress authorizing this company to make a 
mortgage and to go into the courts and have their rights adjudi
cated-are we now, by legislative enactment, to oven-ule the 
decision of the courts having jurisdiction in the matter? Yet 
that is the logical conclusion of the remarks of the gentleman 
from Iowa. The law, as I understand it, is not changed by the 
decision which has been r eferred to by the gentleman from 
Arkansas. I have never examined ·that particular decision, but 
I noticed the language of the court as the gentleman read it, and 
it was to the effect that the tendency of the courts is to protect 
the operating expenses of the railroad. · The language of the 
amendment now before the House is" for labor and supplies." 
What else is necessary for the operating expenses? The gentle
man from Arkansas read a decision confining it to operating 
expenses, but when I ask him what other character of claims he 
desired to incorporate beyond that, he could only name one class, 
to wit, damages for personal injuries. Now, is there a court in 
the United States that has ever held that a first mortgage on 
a railroad, or on any other property, is subordinate to any such a 
claim as that? 

.Mr. TERRY. In th e order appointing a 1·eceiver, a portion of 
which I r ead, it is set for th, as I stated, that that or der pr ovides 
for all liabilities on account of injuries to both p ersons.and prop
er ty; and ther e are other things covered by i t, as I can show the 
gentlem an when I get the book back. 

Mr. HARRISON. Well, I think I have stated correctly the 
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gentleman's answer to my question, and I take issue with him 
upon this being the law of the land. I do not believe that the 
courts of last resort of this country have held, or ever will hold, 
any such doctrine as that contended for by the gentleman from 
Arkansas, the effect of which would be that when a party makes 
a contract and takes a first-mortgage lien upon any property, 
whether a railroad or anything else, that lien shall be subordi
nated to claims arising out of the misconduct. or malfeasance of 
~mployees of the mortgagor. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, as I said in the beginning, it would delight 
me to make this old company pay all its debts, if I could; but I do 
not think. it is right for Congress to come in and, by legislative 
enactment, undertake to change or overrule the decisions of the 
courts. I regard such legislation as a direct legislative interfer
ence with the courts of the country, and for that reason I think the 
conference report ought to be adopted. 

Mr. CONNOLLY. May I ask the gentleman a question? 
Mr. HARRISON. Yes, sir. 
Mr. CONNOLLY. Suppose we refuse to pass this bill at all, 

will not the mortgagees have all the rights secured under their 
mortgage secured to them and all that they can possibly get under 
this legislation? 

Mr. HARRISON. I think not. Without the right to operate 
the road it would be worth very little to them. 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Can not they get that right by a charter 
from a State? 

Mr. H..lliRISON. This road, I understand, runs principally 
through the Territories, so that they are obliged to come here for 
authority. 

Mr. CONNOLLY. They knew that fact when they took the 
mortgage. did they not? 

Mr. HARRISON. I suppose they did, and that they also bought 
these bonds under an implied contract with the Government that 
it would not refuse the usual remedy accorded purchasers, to wit, 
to be and exist as a corporation. 

Mr. CONNOLLY. So that we are not interfering with any of 
their rights if we refuse to pass this bill? 

Mr. HARRISON. I think we are. 
Mr. POWERS. Mr. Speaker, I think I can answer the question 

the gentleman from illinois propounds. He asks whether these 
mortgagees will not have the same rights if we refuse to pa-ss this 
bill as if we pass it. 

Mr. CONNOLLY. They will have all the rights under their 
contract. 

Mr. POWERS. Not at all. It has been held in two instances 
by the Supreme Court of the United States that where a mort
gage does not specifically convey the franchise to be a corporation 
the mortgagees can not be a corporation~ and the object of this bill 
is simply to give these mortgagees that tight. -

Mr. CONNOLLY. They knew that was the law when they 
took their mortgage. 

Mr. POWERS. No; everybody supposed the law was different 
at that time. The decision was a surprise to the legal profession; 
but the court has so held, and we have to subscribe to that doc
trine. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the two contentions most urged here against 
this bill are, first, the contention urged by the gentleman from 
Iowa (Mr. LACEY], that we ought to exact of this company, as a 
condition precedent, that they relinquish all right to this land 
grant. That comes down to this plain proposition. I have amort
gage against a man upon his farm and I go into court to foreclose, 
and the court says to me: "Unless you surrender Blackacre "
when my mortgage covers both Blackacre and Whiteacre-" un
less you surrender Blackacre we will not allow you your legal 
rights." It is levying a species of blackmail upon these gentle
men. These bondholders are innocent parties, who put their money 
into this mortgage; and the mortgage to-day is held largely by 
people holding trust funds, suchasguardians, trustees, old women, 
and children, etc. It is proposed that we say to these parties, 
"You shall not have your rights in court unless you will relin
quish a part of your claim to the real estate which wa.s mortgaged 
to you." Is that right? Does the House of Representatives pro
pose to establish a doctrine of that kind? I think not. 

Secondly, the gentlemen says that we ought to permit the Ter
ritories through which this road runs to require the road, after 
they become States, to take out a State charter. What sense is 
there in that? This company is chartered by Congress. Congress 
willt·etain full control over their rights. Why~ then, subject these 
innocent parties to the control of half a dozen different State or
ganizations when they are trying to get out of this property the 
moneywhich they, in the utmost good faith, invested in it? 

Mr. Speaker, I ask for the previous question. 
Mr. BARRETT. I understood the gentleman from Vermont to 

agree to yield to me some time. 
Mr. POWERS. I agreed to yield the gentleman some time if 

we had it; hgt I understand our time is exhausted. 
Mr. COOKE of illinois. I hope the gentleman from Vermont 

. 
will not ask for the previous question until I have been allowed 
to occupy a few minutes. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vermont has six minutes 
remaining. 

Mr. POWERS. Then I yield to the gentleman from Massachu
setts [Mr. BARRETT] three minutes. 

Mr. BARRETT. That is hardly fair. I ask the House to vote 
down the previous question and give us a chance to discuss this 
bill on its merits-not to try to '' railroad" this bill through here 
for the benefit of stockjobbers. I ask the House to vote down the 
previous question, and let this matter be discussed. I have some 
facts that I want to bring out, and the gentleman is trying to pre
vent its being done. . 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the demand for the previous 
question. 

The question being put, the previous question was not ordered. 
The SPEAKER. The House refuses to order the previous ques

tion. The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. BARRETT] is en· 
titled to the floor. 

Mr. BARRETT. Mr. Speaker, when I asked the gentleman 
from Vermont to be allowed to answer the question asked in good 
faith by my colleague, it was because I had taken the pains to get 
some facts in reference to this matter which the House is entitled 
to know. Having been the one, when this matter was first pre
sented in December to the House, to offer an amendment touching 
this pending subject, I thought I might be accorded the courtesy 
of occupying a little length of time in some observations on the 
amendment in dispute between the two Houses. 

Now, I wish to confine my remarks, Mr. Speaker, to the part of 
this measure which refers to the issue of stock by this company. 

I wish to say in the beginning that no railroad was ever con
structed in this country whose history is so black with fraud and 
dishonor as the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad. No . railroad was 
ever constructed in this country whose securities were issued in 
such amount and under such conditions aB has attached to this 
corporation. 

My friend and colleague [Mr. MoODY] offered an amendment 
when this matter was up before that the secmities in the form of 
stock to be issued by this new corporation should be confined to 
the amount of the mortgage debt. This amendment was accepted 
by the committee and unanimously adopted. The gentleman 
from Vermont has reported an amendment in its place, which he 
says is merely verbal in its form, which limits the stock to be 
issued to the amount of the funded debt. 

I want to m ake clear to the House the important difference be
tween the amendment adopted by the House and that reported by 
the conference committee. 

Now, what is the status of the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad? 
It is bankrupt, disgraced, dishonored, beyond the power of re
demption. It pays no interest on its mortgage debt in any form 
whatever. It does not earn enough to do it. But the whole 
contention made here is that this matter of reorganization is to 
enable the innocent holders of those securities to be put on their 
feet and to reorganize the company. 

The gentleman from Vermont, who has occupied a place on the 
supreme court of his State, has affected to cast ridicule on me 
because I tried to throw a little light on this question. Yet the 
gentleman from Vermont, either willfully or not-I prefer to 
assume not-bas made a statement in this House which is abso
lutely void of-any foundation. 

Now, whatdoesthegentlemanfrom Vermont claim? He claims 
that the innocent holders of the securities of this road are entitled 
to an opportunity to reorganize, and that it would be "black
mail "-he charges this House with an attempt at "blackmail"
to put into this bill certain reasonable provisions. 

What is the fact about this reorganization? Tlie stockholders 
of this road are not considered one bit in this reorganization. 
The holders of these minor bonds and securities which the ~entle
man claims that he desires to protect are not considered m this 
bill. There are on this road-I speak solely of the part known as 
the ''Western Division," commonly known as the Atlantic and 
Pacific-$16,000,000 of 4 per cent bonds which were issued to rep
resent an equal number of old 6 per cent bonds. These are held 
in the hands of the reorganization committee. There are also 
$5,000,000 of second-mortgage bonds. There are $12,000,000 worth 
of income bonds, and there are S79,000,000 worth of stock. The 
bondholders' committee, representing this $16,000,000 of first
mortgage bonds, has already entered into an agreement with the . 
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad to sell out the entire 
property, to it and transfer to it the first mortgage of $16,000,0QO 
in return for a payment which amounts in cash at present value 
of · securities to $10,600,000. The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe 
Railroad is to have, as soon as a few legal technicalities are com
plied with, the possession and control of this property for a pay
ment of $10,600,000! 

Now, my friend and colleague [¥r. MOODYJ offered an amen~· 
ment, when this bill was under consideration m the House, to the 

• 
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effect that the new corporation should be confined in its gratui
tous issue of stock to an amount equal to the mortgage debts. 
These amounts to $21,000,000. 

But this conference report provides that the Atchison, Topeka 
and Santa Fe Railroad corporation, through whose ·conduct the 
constituents of the gentleman from Vermont and myself have lost 

· millions and millions of dollars-the amendment provides that it 
should be allowed for S10,600,000 to keep alive a mortgage debt 
of $16,000,000, and to issue in addition stock to the extent of 
$33,000,000. 

A good deal has been said about '' innocf:\nt bondholders" in con
nection with this matter, and the gentleman from Vermont rMr. 
PowERS] went into a very lengthy legal statement as to how 
bankrupt railroad properties reorga:Uzed. He has given U;S to 
infer that the whole of the mortgage mdebtedness would be Wiped 
out, and its place taken by the new issue of stock. 

Now, let us see how the reorganization is to take place. This is 
the way: The whole amount of $16,000,000 outstanding first
mortgage bonds goes into the treasury of the Atchison, Topeka 
and Santa Fe Railroad; it is there kept alive, and that railroad
not the present stockholders of the_ Atlantic and P_acific, but the 
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Ra1lroad-under this act becomes 
the owner of the Atlantic and Pacific, and in return for $10,600,000, 
which it is required to pay in cash value, is to be allowed to 
issue $49,000,000 worth of securties. 

Mr. Speaker, my friend from Massachusetts [Mr. MoODY] and 
myself have objected to that; and why? 

In the first place, Massachusetts, whose legislation has blazed a 
path in almost every direction of legislative progress, has put on its 
statute books, to the great satisfaction of all of our people, a law 
that no railroad corporation shall issue securities except on full 
payment at their par value. In this bill, before it went to the 
conference committee, both Houses, by an order of each House, 
voted that no new stock should be issued after the reorganization 
is completed, except upon full compensa-tion, either in money or 
service. 

And yet the conference committee seeks to induce this House 
to recede from that position, so as to authorize an issue of stock 
amounting to $33,000,000 for no consideration whatever, equal 
in value to every dollar of stock hereafter issued for full value. 
It asks us to authorize the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe· road 
to issue $49,000,000 of securities for a property for which it pays 
in present values not exceeding $10:600,000. 

But my friend from Vermont says that this extra stock should 
be issued on the ''funded debt," as it stands now on the Atlantic 
and Pacific Company. Let us see how that is. What is the 
funded debt? It includes, in addition to the "mortgage debt," 
$12,000,000 of income bonds, now selling in the market at 1 cent 
on the dollar. This amendment,proposed bythe conference com
mittee, is a proposition to issue for something that is without value 
to-day stock which the succeeding sections of the bill provide 
shall be hereafter not issued except on full payment at par value! 

Now, the gentleman from Vermont says that this has nothing 
to do with the measure, that it is only a legal matter. He pro
fesses not to know, and evidently does not care, about the details 
of this reorganization. He wishes to leave it all to the people who 
are buying this road. He claims that it is a mere legal matter. 
Let us see whether it is. It is a question whether Congress now 
proposes to be a party to, and to authorize, and to stand ba~k of 
one of the greatest stock-watering schemes ever put forward in 
any legislative body. 

Mr. Speaker, how can we ask men who seek to mortgage worth
less farms in the West for Eastern money, or for the purpose of 
procuring money for the transaction of business, or who use un
warranted methods to induce the loans of money-! say how can 
we expect them to be dumfounded and bring them to the light 
of day if we ourselves, by our legislation on this floor, shall au
thorize the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad Company to 
issue securities to the extent of $49,000,000 on property which cost 
them but $10,600,000 at present values? 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the amendment offered by my friend from 
Massachusetts [Mr. MooDY], written in my presence and written 
hastily, would not, if he had known as much as we both of us 
know to-day, have been couched in exactly the form in which it 
is framed. We ought to have said: 

That the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad Company, in acquiring 
the Atlantic and Pacific. shall issue no securities whatever except those 
which actually represent the cost to the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe 
Railroad of this property. 

He, like myself and others, thought that the mortgage indebted
ness would represent actual value, and put in the language that 
this issue should be limited to the amount of the mortgag~. That 
amount now is $21,000,000, and if the House insists upon the amend
ment which has already been adopted with consent of the chairman 
of the committee, the gentleman from Vermont rMr. POWERS], 
and without objection-if it shall simply insist on tbe amendment 
already adopted-it thereby authorizes the issue of $33,000,000, ~f 
secvrities for a property which will cost the purchaser ten millions. 

-

I desire now to move that the House instruct its confereos tQ 
insist upon amendments 3 and 4, which are the amendments offered 
by the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. MoODY], and which 
have regard to the preventing of the wholesale issue of stock with-
out proper consideration. • · 

Mr. COOKE of illinois. Also amendment No.5, which relates 
to this enormous land grant. 

Mr. LACEY. And No.7 . . 
Mr. MOODY. Just insist generally. 
Mr. BARRETT. Mr. Speaker, I am on my feet to reply to th& 

distinguished chairman of the committee [Mr. PowERS], when he 
said, in a rather supercilious tone, that when he wanted informa
tion on this subject of stock watering, he knew where to ask for 
it, and did not deign to ask me. I have not proposed to offer any 
amendment except that upon which I claim to be thoroughly 
versed, but, as I thoroughly sympathize with the amendment 
offered by my friends, and fearful lest another opportunity may 
be denied, by springing the previous question, to prevent this 
House from having ample opportunity to consider it, I include in 
my motion that the conferees be instructed to insist upon amend
ments numbered 5, 6; and 7, so that the motion, as I now make it, 
is that the conferees be instructed to insist upon amendments 
numbered 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7. 

The SPEAKER. The question before the House is on agreeing 
or disagreeing to the conference report. 

Mr. BARRETT. As I read the Manual, it is now in order to 
move to instruct the conferees to insist. 

The SPEAKER. But the first question that must be disposed 
of is whether the House will agree to this conference report. 

Mr. BARRETT. Mr. Speaker, I do not know as this comes out 
of my time.t but to show that I did it thinking that I was within 
the rules ot the House, I will read from the Manual, page 359. 

Pending the consideration of the report of a conference committee, it is in 
order to iustruct the conferees on the part of the House in respect to any 
matter in dispute between the Houses. 

I may be wrong, but that is the basis on which I made my 
motion. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, before I conclude I want to make one remark 
on this conference report; and I am perfectly well aware, Mr. 
Speaker, without being informed by any members who have served 
in this House longer than I, with what supreme ridicule any effort 
on the part of a new member who tries either to intelligeptly un
derstand the business of the House or in a respectful way to rep
resent what he believes to be the wishes of his constituents is 
received in some quarters. 

These conference reports are among the most important matters 
which come before the House of Representatives. We go through 
a long discussion of a measure. Amendments are accepted by the 
member having the bill in charge. They are agreed to unani· 
mously by the House of Representatives, and then we are told in 
the COlTidors with laughter and a sunny smile, " We will attend 
to that in conference." 

This particular committee went into conference, and as has 
been suggested by the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. LACEY l, witho~t 
making any attempt to defend-the propositions of the House, this 
committee comes in here with a conference report. when, no mat- . 
ter wha.t may be their personal feelings on a measure, th!;}y are 
bound by their appointment as conferees, having the judgment 
and confidence of this House in their keeping, to insist upon and 
maintain the action of the branch which they represent. . . 

These conference reports make the gist of important legislation 
which comes to this House. They are all important. How do 
they come in? Do they come in like other matters of legislation, 
ordered by the rules to be printed, and the report and the am~nd
ments thus brought formally before the attention of the House? 
I say no. They can be brought in here, under the rule, at any 
time after the reading of the Journal. No matter what other q ues
tion may be under consideration, after the reading of the J ourn.al 
a proposition to consider a conference report is in order. How 
are they generally made? They are brought in here with amend
ments nun1bered 1, 2, 3, 4, and so on, sometimes running into the 
scores. . 

In the disorder or inattention in this House it is said that "the 
conferees have yielded on Senate amendments 6, 8, and 12," for 
instance, and "the Senate conferees have agreed to amendments 9, 
11, and 15of the House:" Very few members do or can know what 
are the points in issue. Then the previous question is moved. I 
say f~r one, having tried to give attention to the proceedings of 
this House, that it is almost impossible for a man sitting in his 
seat to understand what is the intention and purport of many of 
these conference committees. And then, in addition to that, we 
have tremendous power placed in the hands of the chairman of 
th3 committee, who monopolizes the floor on debate. To-day the 
chairman has attempted to prevent a gentleman who rose in his 
place and said that he has information to contribute on this spe
cial subject to be heard, by moving the previous question, so tha1 
no further discussion could be had. I want to say, Mr. Speaker, 
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that it is a parody on parliamentary performance, and that it is 
an insult to those who desire to vote right and also intelligently 
in this House. [Applause.] 

When this bill came up, I took ~n interest in it by reason of the 
fact that the State of ::M:a sachusetts bJis committed itself against 
these stock-watering schemes. My friend and colleague [Mr. 
MooDY] also took an interest in it. I was anxious to see this con
ferePce report when made. At length I went to the chairman of 
the committee and asked him if it had been made. He said it 
had. I said, "Has it been printed?" and he said, "It is in my 
de k." I want to be perfectly fair to the gentleman. He took it 
from his desk and I had an opportunity to read it, and yesterday 
he said he would move to have it printed and this morning call it up 
as soon as the Journal had been approved. Now, I say, not being 
a lawyer, but after listening to the statements made by gentlemen 
on otl1er features of the bill than the stock-issue amendments, a-, 
a member of this House, that any attempt to prevent honest and 
fair, and, if necessary, considerable discussion on this bill is an 
outrage and ought not to be condoned. The House evidently 
thought the same in refusing the previous question when asked. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I reserve the remainder of my time, asking, 
first, how much time I have left. 

The SPEAKER. The gent1eman has fmty minutes. 
Mr. BARRETT. I was about to ask, in no way to attempt to 

delay the proceedings, whether or not the Chair is of the opinion 
that a motion to instruct is not in order? 

The SPEAKER. The matter before the House is on agreeing 
to the report of the committee of conference. Upon an examina
tion of the authority cited by the gentleman from Mas achusett:B, 
that was a report of a disagreement; and it resulted, although the 
Chair has not examined the entire debate as yet (has not quite 
finished it)-it seems to have ended with a proposition for a new 
conference. The Chair would suggest to the gentleman from 
Ma sachusetts that the method by which the thing could be ar
rived at, which he is evidently aiming at, is by voting down, if 
the House sees fit, the conference report, and then ask for a new 
conference; and, before the conferees are appointed, make a mo
tion to instruct them-if the House sees fit. 

:rt r. BARRETT. Well, Mr. Speaker, I of course acquiesce and 
agree in the proposition made by the Chair, but it seems to me 
that this proceedmg was analogous to a motion to recommit with 
instructions. 

The PEAKER. The difficulty is that the conference commit
tee has discharged its duty and has ceased. 

Mr. BARR~'l'T. If the Chair w1ll pardon me, if the House 
should disagree to the report of the committee, it would thereby 
become deceased; but if the motion were made to recommit with 
instructions as a subsidiary motion preliminary to that, to keep it 
alive for the new conference as the House wished they should 
proceed as dn·ected. 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman from Massachusetts can 
show authority upon that subject, the Chair would be glad to 
have it. 

Mr. BARRETT. I simply put mymotion, in order that it may 
in truct the committee. 

Mr. POWERS. I yield to my colleague from Vermont five 
minutes. 

Mr. GROUT. Mr. Speaker-· -
Mr. COOKE of Illinois. I rise to a point of order. The time of 

the gentleman from Vermont has expired. I submit that he can 
not yield to the gentleman. . 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state his point of order. 
Mr. COOKE of lllmois. I submit-
Mr. BARRETT. I malre the point of order. I would like-
The SPEAKER. The Chair has recognized the gentleman in 

front to state his point of order. 
.Mr. COOKE of illinois. I make the point of order that the time 

of the gentleman from Vermont [Mr. PoWERSJ has expired, and 
that now the members in opposition have control of the time. 

1\Ir. GROUT. But I addressed the Chair. · 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from .Massachusetts is in charge 

of the report now before the House, and the gentleman from 
.1\Iassachu etts has reserved his time, which Jeaves the matter open 
for the Chair to recognize some other gentlP.man if any gentleman 
addresses him. The gentleman from Vermont [Mr. GROUTJ has 
done so. 

Mr. BARRETT. The point of order I make, Mr. Speaker, is 
that the gentleman from Vermont [Mr. PoWERs]. having occupied 
an hour, can not occupy a further hour to the exclusion 'Of any 
gentleman who has been recognized. 

Mr. GROUT. Mr. Speaker, I addressed the Chair in my own 
right. 

1\lr. BARRETT. I begthegentleman'spardon; I was referring 
to the other gentleman from Vermont. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman fr om Vermont [Mr. G ROUT] 
is recognized. 

Mt~. G BOUT. I do not insist upon being recognized now, Mr. 

Speaker, but I do wish to be heard for a few minutes on this sub
jec~. · The gentleman from illinois [Mr. CooKE] can proceed if he 
des1res. 

Mr. COOKE of illinois. Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from Ver
mont [Mr. GROUT] kindly yielded to me, and I shall occupy only 
about ten minutes. I desire to say that when this matter was up 
before the House upon the Senate bill as it came over here the 
gentleman from Vermont [1\Ir. POWERS], speaking of these land 
grants, was hardly ingenuous. He spoke of the lands as having 
no value. He used these words, which will be found on page ltO 
of the RECORD: 

It became a part of the rights of that company to take those lands, but it 
turns out upon investigation that the lands are m the arid region; they are 
good for nothing. 

Fm·ther on, when the House was about to vote upon amend
ment No.5, which requires this company to recognize the forfei
ture of the land grant and to stop its litigation with the Govern
ment concerning the title to those lands, the gentleman from 
Vermont said: 

Mr. Speaker, the Government of the United States has already instituted 
a suit to declare a forfeiture of these lands. A suit is now pending. It is 
being argued in the Supreme Court of the United States to·day, and it seems 
to me we should not undertake to blackmail this company as the condition 
upon which they shall have the right to organiz into a corporation. 

Almost im~ediately after the utterance of those words by the 
gentleman from Vermont the House, by a vote of 78 to 43, adopted 
the amendment. 

Now, I aubmit as a lawyer that the bill which is before the 
House upon the conference report will operate, under its peculiar 
language, as an enlarging act, an enabling act. It will operate as 
a .recognition of the claim which is made under the act of 1 71 (by 
the terms of which latter act the company was authorized to mort
gage its lands) in such a way as to carry out and give substantial 
ground~ for the contention of this corporation and for the con
struction which it attempts to place upon the act of 1871. In 
other words, it recognizes that act, and it recognizes that con
struction of it which is contended for by the company. This bill 
begins in its title by saying that its purpose is-

To define the rights of purchasers under mortgages authorized by an act 
of Congress ::tpproved April20, 1871, concerning the Atlantic and Paci.fi.c Rail
road Company. 

And it uses this further language: 
That whenever any mortgage made by the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad, 

under and by virtue of acts of Congress, is foreclosed. 
Then, further down, it uses this language: 
The new company which shall have and shall be entitled to bold and possess 

the franchises and properLy so sold. 
So that, Mr. Speaker, if the act of 1871 is subject to the construc

tion that it would give the corporation the power to mortgage 
these lands notwithstanding the forfeiture act of 1~86, then this 
legislation would maintain and validate everything that is claimed 
in behalf of this corporation. 

Now, I desire to say that this is a large subject. The litigation 
concerning these land grants has been going on for many years. 
There have been suits brought in California concerning these 
grants, wheretheSouthernPacificRailroadCompanyhaveclaimed 
to take the lands which did not pass to the Atlantic in.d Pacific 
Company, and there is litigation now pending that has come up 
from the supreme court of New Mexico concerning lands in New 
Mexico, notwithstanding the forfeiture act of 1886, which, as I 
have already indicated, was passed by the House of Representa
tives in the Forty-ninth Congress, at its first session, upon there
pOl-t of the Committee on Public Lands, a report made by .1\:lr. 
Cobb, which was filed February 3, 1886. That report very ably 
and exhaustively examined the whole question as to the validity, 
the scope, and the effect of the act of 1871, and, as a result of that 
investigation and that report, the House pas ed the forfeiture act 
of July 6, 1886; and I undertake to say that the main reason for 
that action was that the corporation bad entirely neglected to 
conform to the charter of 1866, by which it was given this enormous 
land grant. 

The land grant involved here is of eno1·mous proportions, larger 
than any other grant ever made to a railroad company. I hold in 
my hand two plats which show the constructed portion and the 
lands earned up to the time of the passage of the act of 1886 and 
also the construction since that time. These plats show the lands 
that are in controversy in these multitudinous suits between the 
Government and the representatives of this company. Without 
taking up too much of the time of the House now, I will submit 
in my remarks a table showing the lands which will be forfeited 
if we insist upon this amendment N o. 5. In the Indian Territory 
this corporation is making a claim to certain lands. I think my
self that the claim is without any foundation whatever, but the 
corporation are making a claim for lands in the Indian Territory 
which, if their conten tion is r ight, would give them those lands as 
soon as the Indian titles shall have been extinguished by the 
treaties now in progress. 

.. 

' 
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Mr. JOHNSON of Indiana. I should like to ask the gentleman 

one question. 
:Mr. COOKE of Illinois. I yield with pleasure. 
Mr. JOHNSON of Indiana. What is the necessity of any legis

lation whatever a t this time with respPct to the subject-matter of 
this bill? Is there any urgent necessity for the passage of such a 
bill? 

Mr. COOKE of Illinois. I am not urging the bill, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. JOHNSON of Indiana. I did not understand that the gen

tleman was urging the passage of the bill; but he is familiar with 
the situation, and I want to know whether in his opinion there is 
any urgent nece sity for passing this kind of a bill now. 

Mr. COOKE of Illinois. I rather think that the purchasers 
under the foreclosure ought to have a charter under proper restric
tions; but I do not think that while they are getting such a char
ter from Congress, Congress should override important legislation 
which has been heretofore enacted with respect to these enormous 
land grants. 

Mr. MOODY. Will the gentleman pardon me a question? 
Mr. COOKE of Illinois. Certainly. 
Mr. MOODY. Does not the gentleman think it would be better 

in granting a charter to these new corporators to grant one 
specifically, instead of doing so by reference to an old charter 
passed in 1866, when thought on this subject was in a very differ
ent stage of development from what it is to-day? 

1Vlr. COOKE of Illinois. I thoroughly agree with my friend 
from Massachusetts [Mr. MooDY]. The peculiar language with 
which this bill etarts out, and the peculiar language which it 
employs when it deals with any property rights to be acquired 
under these foreclosures, is at least of a most suspicious character, 
in the point of view that the langna.ge may lead to ambiguity and 
misconstruction-to different constructions in different courts. 
For this reason I believe it would be better, as the gentleman 
from Massachusetts suggests, that there should be a stl·aight out
and-out charter in and of itself, containing within itself every
thing intended to be granted, and granting nothing not directly 
granted. 

Mr. Speaker, I was about to say, concerning the extent of the 
land grants here involved, that in the Indian Territory there is 
involved, of granted lands and indemnity lands which would be 
forfeited if we in8ist upon this amendment No.5, and which were 
forfeited under the act of 1886, the enormous amount of 20,800,000 
acres. In the Territory of New Mexico, from the Texas line to 
Ysleta, a mileage of about 260 miles, the total amount of granted 
and indemnity lands which would thus be forfeited reaches 
8,320,000 acres. ln California the amount of lands, both granted 
and indemnity, reaches 12,073,600 acres, making a total of granted 
and indemnity lands of 41,193,600 acres, and this leaves to the 
purchasers under this mortgage and to the corporation all its 
rights to lands earned by the construction of the road within the 
terms of the act of 18SG and the-act of 1871. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, we can not shut our eyes to the enormous 
_amount of litigation which is going on in this matter in the differ
ent States. Why, sir, in one case which has recently come up 
from the supreme court of New Mexico-! hold the transcript of 
the record in my hand-the court, in a very able decision, con
struing the act of 1871 and the act of 1886, together with the origi
nal grant of 1866, holds that the lands were properly, legally, and 
completely forfeited by the act of July 6, 1886. And, sir, I hold, 
as one member of this House, that we are only observing and per
forming our duty if we require this corporation to stop this liti
gation. to stop this contention which looks to the enlarging of the 
grant and the practical repeal of the forfeiture act- that the 
abandonment of such litigation shall be required by us as a con
dition precedent to giving this company a charte1· which shall last 
forever. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the residue of my time. 
Mr. GROUT addressed the Chair. 
Mr. CANNON. I should like to ask my colleague [Mr. CooKE 

of Dlinois] a question in his time. 
Mr. COOKE of Illinois. I should be glad to answer any -ques

tion. 
Mr. BARRETT. Has the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. CooKE] 

exhausted the fifteen minutes which I yielded to him? 
Mr. COOKE of Dlinois. As I understand, I have been talking 

in my own time. . 
The SPEAKER. The Chair understood that the gentleman from 

Dlinois [Mr. CooKE] was speaking in the time of the gentleman 
from Vermont [Mr. GROUTl . 

Mr. COOKE of Dlinois. 1 did n ot wish to do so, but if that is 
the fact, I yield back to the gentleman any time I may have used. 

Mr. GROUT. I yield to the gentleman from Illinois fMr. 
CooKE] two minutes more in which t o answe1· the question which 
his colleague fMr. CANNON] desires to propound. 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I have been r eading this report 
to find out what is its effect. Section 5 of t he bill, which 1t is 
proposed to strike ou t, provides as a condition precedent that this 

company shall relinquish any supposed right it may have to cer
tain lands. Now, if I reet1llect aright, there was in 18 6 an act 
of forfeiture passed as to all unearned portions of this land grant. 

Mr. COOKE of Illinois. That is right; that act applied to all 
pmtions of the r oad not constructed up to that moment. 

Mr. CANNON. Now, are we to understand that this railway 
company or its assignees claim lands that were earned, according 
to their contention, after the act of forfeiture? 

Mr. COOKE of Dlinois. Certainly; and the enormous extent 
of those lanes I have already stated. They reach, of ungranted 
lands and indemnity lands, the amount of 41,000,000 acres and 
more. 

Mr. CANNON. In other words, the time for constl·uction of 
their road having expired and the act of forfeiture havin~ been 
pas ed by Congress, they still went on and constructed additional 
road, and they now claim that they are entitled to the lands for 
such construction, notwithstanding the act of forfeiture? _ 

Mr. COOKE of Dlinois. That is what they claim. The lands 
so claimed run through the Indian Tenitory, run through New 
Mexico from the Texas line to Y sleta, and from the Needles over 
at the boundary of Arizona away up to San Francisco. 

Now, I do not concede for a moment that they have any valid 
claim to lands in the Indian Territory or in California; but tliey 
claim such lands, as this record shows; and because they claim 
them, and because they have millions of dollars with which to con
duct this kind of litigation in the face of Congress and its legis~a
tion, I propose, for my part, that they relinquish their clrum to 
such lands which they never earned, because they never built the 
lines even within the terms.of the act of 1871, let alone the act of 
1866. . 

Mr. HARRISON. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a 
question? 

Mr. COOKE of illinois. Certainly. 
l\1r. HARRISON. As I understand it, the philosophy of yom• 

argument is that the bondholders must suffer from the misconduct 
of the railroad company? 

Mr. COOKE of Illinois. My argument was, :Mr. Speaker, that 
we should give to these people all that the law authorizes them to 
receive by the broadest latitude of construction, but nothing more. 
We are not under any obligation to give them all they claim; let 
us give them what is their due. 

Mr. GROUT. Mr. Speaker, the question concerning the right 
of this railroad to the land grant is now before the Supreme Court, 
has been argued, and for aught we know, the court has reached a -
conclusion, so that at this very moment all the rights of both the 
Government and of this corporation to this land are actually deter
mined and only await announcement by the court. 

Now, :Mr. Speaker, I ask if it would not be better to take the 
judgment of the court rather than for us to undertake to decide 
this question on the fragmentary and partial information \vith 
which we are furnished. 

Mr. COOKE of Illinois. I hold the records of all these tl·ansac
tions in my hands. 

Mr. GROUT. I am quite willing to leave it to the Supreme 
Court of the United States, and that is where this conference report 
proposes to leave it. 

When this bill passed the House, Mr. Speaker, I was, I must 
confess, astonished at some of the amendments that had been 
offered to it, many of which were put on the bill. Here, to begin 
with, was a grant of a charter by Congress to the Atlantic and 
Pacific Railway to construct a road. It granted to this company 
the power to mortgage the road under certain conditions. They 
did so, and sold the bonds; and the bondholders carrie before you 
now for the pm·pose of reorganization. They come because it 
turns out that instead of the mortgage when issued authorizing 
the road to be a corporation, in the hands of the bondholders, it 
fails to do so. Everybody Sllpposed that it did. Lawyers would 
say offhand that authority to issue a mortgage would carry with 
it the right to be a corporation; but the Supreme Court in other 
cases wh&re precisely the same language is used have held that 
it did not convey the right to be a corporation; and so, while the 
title is perfect in the bondholders, they can not organize into a 
corporation without this legislation. This is necessary for the 
preservation of their property rights. 

My friend from Illinois [Mr. CooKE], in the course of his argu
ment frankly stated that the company, in his judgment, is fairly 
entitled to its charter. So it is. There js no question about that. 
If Congress withholds it, it will be an injustice to the bonaholders. 
They· took the bonds with the expectation that they would be 
granted the right, or had been granted the right, of reorganization 
under them. And it is only by the discover y of a defect in the 
wording of the language of the law that the bondholders ar e not 
possessed of that righ t now. 

· But I was saying, Mr. Speaker, t hat I was somewhat astonished 
to see this bill loaded down with some of the amendments that 
were attached .to it when it passed the Honse. But it went to the 
Senate, and that body nonconcurred in the H ouse amendments, 

.·~ 
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and the matter went into conference; and now let us see just 
where the conference report leaves us, and see if, as fair men, we 
ca.n sustain that report, or if, as fair men, we must insist that it be 
rejected. Let us look at it not alone as individuals, but in the 
light of Representatives, occupying the position we do here with 
refe1·ence to the interests of the whole people and for the purpose 
of preserving the consistency of our legislation. 

In the first place, in the conference report-and I can not follow 
it in detail, for I have not had time to examine it thoroughly
but in the first place there is an amendment put on, as members 
of the House will perhaps recall, an amendment providing that all 
the debts assumed by the original management should be assumed 
and paid by thi8 new company before they shall have a charter. 
This makes no exception. It puts on them debts which could not 
in law be charged to the bondholders. It provides for subsequent 
debts. Just think of the idea! Gentlemen of the House surely do 
not intend to go that far. It would be dishonorable, and every 
gentleman will say so when he comes to consider it fully and the 
effect of it. But the amendment was placed on the bill. What 
has the conference committee done with it? They said simply the 
amendment should be stricken out and the words inserted, '' ex
cept such debts as may have been incuiTed for wages or supplies 
Ln the operation of the property purchased." That includes just 
those debts which in equity they would have to pay in reOI·gan
izing. The courts have generally decided that this class of debts 
should be paid, though it has not been uniformly so decided; but 
the courts lean that way, and we can safely stand on that pro
vision, and this the conference committee has done. 

Now, who will say this is unfair? Is it unjust? I leave it to 
any gentleman here who thinks of the matter for a moment. The 
amendment leaves a debt to be paid by the new company which 
the law and the decisions of the court would leave for them to 
pay, and we do not undertake to go beyond that. Could anything 
be fairer? What more can be fairly required of this corporation? 

Mr. BOATNER. Will the gentleman yield for a question? 
Mr. GROUT. Certainly. 
Mr. BOATNER. Do I understand that this section 5, or pro-

viso No. 5, is stricken out of the bill? 
Mr. GROUT. With reference to the lands? 
Mr. BOATNER. Yes. . 
Mr. GROUT. Certainly; because, as I have stated, in the first 

sentences I nttered, this matter is with the court. If the court 
says that this land grant is forfeited, it is gone. If the· courts say 
it is not forfeited, then this company will have the rights which 
belong to it, and those rights will be determined by the court. 
Who will say he is afraid to leave this to the court? 

1\I.r. BOATNER. Another question, if my friend will allow. If 
section 5 were retained in the bill and the company should refus'3 
to make the conveyance which this calls for,· would not that be a 
legislative admission on the part of Congress that the title to this 
property lies in the railroad? 

Mr. GROUT. Oh, but the gentleman's position begs the whole 
question which is before the House now on the conference report. 
The report rightfully strikes out this section and leaves the mat
ter where the court may leave it; and there, Mr. Speaker, is where 
we can safely leave it. 

Now, the next point is on the watering of stock~ concerninl 
which my eloquent friend from Massachusetts [Mr. BARRETT 
waxed eloquent. He calls this a stock-watering scheme. Now, 
never saw this conference report until twenty minutes ago, and I 
have read it carefnlly to see how it provides for this alleged scheme. 
Let us see. This is what the conferees have agreed upon and 
what you are to pass upon: 

That the capital stock of the corporation herein authorized shall be divided 
into shares each of the par value of $100, and shall not exceed the amount of 
the funded debt existing and unpaid at the time of the decree of foreclosure. 

This proposed amendment of the conference committee will 
allow stock to an amount only equal to the funded debt. It pro
vides for the usual conservative rule that the stock shall not exceed 
the bonds. 

Now what becomes of all the eloquence of my friend from Mas-
sachusetts [Mr. BARRETT]? 

Mr. MOODY. Will the gentleman permit a question? 
Mr. GROUT. Certainly. 
Mr. MOODY. If I understand the report of the Railroad Com

missioner aright, the funded debt of this corporation amounts to 
about $40,000,000. 

Mr. GROUT. I do not know what it is. It does not matter 
what it is. 

Mr. MOODY. When we are providing a limit for the issue of 
stock, does not the gentleman from Vermont think it is impor
tant for us to know what the limit is, and how it compares with 
the value of the property? 

Mr. GROUT. They can not go beyond the funded debt. Here 
is the funded debt of the road which we are reorganizing, to 
which we are giving the rights of a corporation. And we say 
that we will not allow them to issue stock beyond the amount of 

the funded debt. From the very nature of the case we can not 
be exactly informed as to the value of the property. 

Mr. MOODY. Mr. Speaker, I had not quite finished my ques~ 
tion. Now, if it be true, as the report of the Commissioner of 
Railroads states, that the funded debt is about $40,000,000, and if 
it be also true, as my colleague from Massachusetts [Mr. BAR
RETT] stated to the House, that this whole property has been sold 
for somewhere in the neighborhood of ten millions, ought this 
Congress to authorize the reincorporation to issue stock to the 
amount of $40,000,000 for property which has just sold for about 
$10,000,000? 

Mr. GROUT. Well, the proposition of the gentleman rests 
upon the two lame legs of the two suppositions of the two gentle
men from Massachusetts. It is all supposition. 

Mr. MOODY. Oh, no, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. GROUT. Oh, yes, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. MOODY. I rested it on the truth of the report of the Rail

road Commissioner on the one hand, and thetruthofthe statement 
of my colleague fromMassachuse~ts [Mr. BARRETT] on the other, 
and I would like to ask the gentleman from Vermont [Mr. GROUT] 
whether these facts are true or not? 

Mr. GROUT. Mr. Speaker, I do not know, and so far as what 
I am saying, it is not necessary to know. When· I find my friend 
from Massachusetts [Mr. BARRETT] arraign~ng this conference 
report as a stock-watering scheme, and in the report find there is 
no ground whatever for that charge, then a question arises in my 
mind as to the correctness of the gentleman's statement that the 
property has been sold for $10,000,000. Now, suppose it has been 
sold for $10,000,000-

Mr. BARRETT. Mr. Speaker--
The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Vermont yield to 

the gentleman from Ma-ssachusetts [Mr. BARRETT]? 
Mr. BARRETT. If the gentleman questions my statement, 

will he be kind enough to read this printed report? 
Mr. GROUT. I have no time~ Mr. Speaker; my time is limited. 
But suppose it were true that that property has been sold for 

$10,000,000. It n:equently happens that property is so situated 
that it has to be sold for far less than it is worth, and the bond
holders of this road, encountering the strangely factious opposition 
which has disclosed itself in this House, in their attempt to obtain 
their legal rights might well ask the~selves if they might not as 
well sell for anything they could get, no matter how little. This 
fact, if true, argues nothing. The conference report says the stock 
shall not exceed the amount of the funded debt, and when stock 
does not exceed the bonds it has always been considered a safe 
limitation on the issue of the stock, as I have always understood it. 

1\Ir. HAINER of Nebraska. Wlll the gentleman permit me to 
ask him a question? -

Mr. GROUT. Certainly. 
Mr. HAINER of Nebraska. Is it not very important that we 

should know the value of this property that the stock is to be 
issued on? As I understand, a railroad bases the rate -of its 
charges-upon the capital. That ordinarily is regulated by the 
amount of stock; and therefore if they are to issue new stock 
under the new charter, should we not know the actual and true 
value of ·the property? 

Mr. GROUT. In answer to the gentleman from Nebraska, I will 
state that of course stock should not be issued to a greater amount 
than the value of the property. That is correct theoretically. But 
how can we determine the value of the property except to rely on 
the judgment of the men who took these bonds, on which they 
paid out their money-$40,000,000? They may have been misled, 
but presumably not; and whether or not, we could not determine. 
This may, however, be noted, that there is not a syllable uttered 
by anyone in this debate indicating that they were misled, and we 
can only assume that they acted prudently. Now, this is the only 
evidence we have as to the value of the property. 

Mr. Speaker, the other day a Pacific Railroad bill was before 
us 8howing an expenditure of several hundreds of millions of dol
lars, but here is a Pacific railway with a bonded debt of but 
$40,000,000. It looks to me like a reasonable and honest sum 
beside th~ debt of the other road. But I can not stop to argue 
this. Here is a fact: Investors have put their money into this 
road to the amount of $40,000,000, expecting, if it was not paid, 
they were to have the road. 

Mr. HAINER of Nebraska. He has put his money in, and 
monev and interest have gone by the foreclosure. 

Mr.w GROUT. Not so, sir. They are the ones that are fore
closing. The stock has gone and all the interests of the stockhold
ers. But not that of the bondholders who are now asking to be 
reorganized under auth01ity of the charter they are asking. 

Mr. BARRETT. But under the foreclosure their representa.-
tives have purchased it at 510,000,000. 

Mr. GROUT. Who purchased it? 
Mr. BARRETT. The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe. 
Mr. GROUT. I do not believe that anybody has purchased itt 

and I will state that my authority is my colleague, and he oughl 
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to know. He says that it is not true that this road has been pur
chased by the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe road for 810,000,000. 

Mr. TALBERT. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a 
question? 

Mr. GROUT. I will yield to the gentleman. 
Mr. BARRETT. I trust the gentleman from South Carolina 

... will permit me. The gentleman has made a statement concerning 
my statement. 

Mr. GROUT. I will yield to a question. . 
Mr. BARRETT. Does the gentleman from Vermont now speak

ing say.that my statement that an agreement had been entered 
into for -the sale of this road to the Atchison, Topeka and Santa 
Fe is not true? 

Mr. GROUT. I understood the gentleman to say it had been 
sold, but if he now says bargained to be sold, I say the road pro
vided for in this bill certainly has not been bargained to be sold
only the Western Division, and that is not the road. It is only a 
portion of it. 

Mr. POWERS. Will my colleague yield to me? 
Mr. GROUT. I yield to my colleague, who was my authority. 
Mr. POWERS. I say to the.gentleman that no such agreement 

has been made, and that the paper that he reads from is only a no
tice to the holders of certificates of deposit, etc., to meet to-day in 
New York to consider a proposition of that kind. 

Mr. GROUT. 'That is what I supposed was the fact. 
Mr. BARRETT. I trust I may be permitted--
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vermont has the floor. 
Mr. BARRETT. I think the gentleman will yield after a ques-

tion of veracity is raised in this House. . 
Mr. GROUT. I yield to a question. 
Mr. BARRETT. I .wish to say, and I make the statement at 

the same time-- • 
Mr. GROUT. I can not yield for the gentleman to make a 

statement in my time; but if the gentleman will take the floor in 
his own time I will accommodate him, provided I am allowed to 
resume the floor when the gentleman is throu~hi but I can not 
yield to an explanation in my time, which is lumted. But any-
thing to accommodate-- . 

Mr. BARRETT. I will attend to it. . 
Mr. TALBERT. I just want to ask the gentleman from Ver

mont a question. 
Mr. GROUT. I yield to the gentleman. 
Mr. TALBERT. I see, in reading the report of the committee 

here, that in July, 1886, there was passed what was known as the 
forfeiture act and that there is a case now pending in the court 
under that act, in which they have heard the arguments, but 
have not rendered their decision in the Supreme Court. 

Mr. GROUT. That is right. 
Mr. TALBERT. Is not this a proceeding in the dark, to con

sider this legislation before the decision has been rendered? 
Mr. GROUT. That is just what I think, and I think it is just 

what all intelligent members will see. 
Mr. TALBERT. I want to vote intelligently. 
Mr. GROUT. I am obliged to the gentleman for mentioning 

that: It is right to the point. 
Mr. COOKE of illinois. Why not hold this bill until the court 

decides that case? . 
Mr. GROUT. No one knows when that decision Will be handed 

down. And we are to adjourn in about thirty days. Is not the 
gentleman :willing to trust the court'( Mr. Speaker, I assert that 
the rights of all the security holders of this road are carefully and 
conscientiously preserved by this conference report. I notice 
signed to .tbe report the name of a Senator, and while I know it 
is out. of order to refer here to the action of the Senate, it is not 
out of order to refer to a citizen of the United States, on duty in 
anotherbody,whostandsveryhighinmyestimation,and,Ibelieve, 
in the estimation of all who know him-and thousands through
out the country do know hini-I notice signed to this report the 
name of 0. H. PLATT, a member of the Judiciary Committee of 
the Senate, and I want to tell this House that he is not the man to 
agree to any stock-watering scheme, such as the gentleman 
charges, nor to anything that is unjust or unfair, if he knows it, 
and he is intelligent enough to know it. So, saying nothing of 
our own conferees nor of the other Senate conferees, I am willing 
to follow where 0. H. PLATT leads. 

Mr. BARRETT. Mr. Speaker, I rise to a question of order. I 
make the point of order that it is improper on this floor to allude 
to the wish or the sentiment of a member of the other branch of 
this Congress as to a measure of legislation, except where it is a 
rna tter of record. · 

Mr. GROUT. It is a matter of record. We have his name 
here before us duly and understandingly signed to this conference 
:report, and we will all be safe to follow him. 

Mr. BARRETT. The gentleman stated that he knew person
ally that the Senator whom he named did not favor the amend
ment proposed by the House. 

Mr. GROUT. Oh, the gentleman did not understand me, or 

'' 

else I did not understand myself. I made no such statement. I 
spoke of the character of this report and of one of the signers o.f 
it; I said that I noticed appended to this report the signature of 
0. H. PLATT, a man who does not believe in stock inflation or 
stock-watering performances; a man who knows what he is 
about, and who will not approve that sort of thing nor anything 
else that is unfair or unreasonable. That is what I said, and I 
felt that in saying it I was within the rules of the House. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, another thing. The gentleman [Mr. BAR
RETT] has referred to how the Atchison and Topeka people had 
been" swindled" by the directors of that company. I declare 
that charge to be entirely without foundation. New England 
has been largely interested in the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe 
road from its very inception, and is now. The people of New 
England, including those of my own State, hold largely the stock 
and bonds of that road, and except for a few slight changes have 
held them through all the dark days that have come upon that 
great company. They are looking confidently for better days for 
that road, and I believe those days will come. I believe in the 
near future all the securities of that road will yield an income to 
the holders. 

Mr. Speaker, never before have I heard it said anywhere that 
the stockholders had been swindled by the directors of that com
pany. The management of that road undertook to find a way 
from Kansas City, a great competing point in the Southwest, to 
Chicago, a great competing point in the Northwest, they having 
an immense network of tracks extending over the entire area of 
the great State of Kansas, and south byone line toGalve~ton Bay 
and by another to the City of Mexico, and by another still-two 
others, in fact-to the Pacific Slope; and to connect these two 
great competing points they built an air line from Kansas City 
to· Chicago at immense cost. Why, the terminal facilities in the 
city of Chicago alone cost over $11,000,000. In the fierce compe
tition that is going on between the great railroaas in the West 
and Southwest, the directors of this, the greatest system of them 
all, felt that a Chicago connection wasn-'Jcessary. It placed an im
mense burden of debt on this road, which, followed by the collapse 
of business, in which many a corporation, as well as many an iiJ,di
vidual, has gone down within the last four years, was too much for 
the earning capacity of the road, and it went into the hands of a 
receiver. But it is already on its feet again, and with returning 
prosperity will take a great place in the future railroad history of 
the country. 

Mr. Speaker, so much for that. I want to say to the gentleman 
from MassachW!etts that when he represents on this floor that the 
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe directors have been swindling the 
security holders of that company, he states something I never heard 
of before, and I believe he will find a thousand men in his own 
State of Massachusetts who will indignantly r-epudiate and deny 
the charge where he will find one man who will even so much as 
hint it. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, reserving the balance of my time, I yield 
the floor. 

Mr. BA...TtRETT. l\fr. Speaker, it is a grave thing when a mem
ber on this floor makes a statement for another member to rise in 
his place and deliberately assert that the statement made by tl:e 
first member is untrue. \Vhen the first member asks the gentle
man who denounces his statement as untrue if he has any knowl
edge on the subject and that gentleman blandly says he haB not, 
that he simply relies upon some whispered statement that has 
been made to him, the matter is worthy of attention. Now, the 
gentleman from Vermont [Mr. GROUT] said that my statement 
that an agreement had been made to transfer this road to the 
Atchison and Topeka road was untrue. I simply state in reply 
that it is absolutely true, a fact known to all men who keep pace 
with the progress of railroad dealings in this country or who read 
what appears in the public press. 

Mr. PO\V"ERS. Will the gentleman yield tome for a moment? 
Mr. BARRETT. Certainly. I will do for the gentleman what 

he would not do for me. I will gladly yield. 
Mr. POWERS. Oh, I yielded to you repeatedly. Now, Mr. 

Speaker, I ask the gentleman if the circular which he holds in his 
hand is not merely a notification of a meeting to be held on Jan
uary 28 to consider certain propositions? 

Mr. BARRETT. I will explain that before I get through, and 
I think the gentleman will be more than satisfied. 

Mr. POWERS. I ask him if that is not the fact? 
Mr. BARRETT. I will answer in my own way. 
Mr. POWERS. And I ask the gentleman further if he has any 

information on the subject outside of that circular that he can 
give to the House? 

Mr. BARRETT. Let me answer that in my own way. We all 
know how these railroads are reorganized. A reorganization 
committee is formed, in whose hands are pla-ced all the securities, 
and authority is given to that committee in advance to make any 
arrangements they see fit which they think can get accepted. 
But this case goes further. These securities have been deposite<l 

._ 
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in the hands of two committees, one in New York and the other 
in Europe. This notice simply calls for a meeting in New York 
to ratify the agreement, as is shown by the statement in the cir
cular; that-

The bondholders represented by the Amsterdam and Frankfort commit
tees, amounting to $14,56';',000 (more than seven-eighths of all the issue), at 
meetings just held, have approved the proposed sale and authorized the com

-mittee to consummate it. 
That is to say, the thing is practically disposed of; and this 

meeting of a few scattered bondholders in New York is held pro 
forma in order to approve and ratify what has already been done 
by more than seven-eighths of the bondholders under this agree
ment. 

Now, I am willing to have a fair and honest debate on any mat
tel' in which I vent!lre to intrude myself; but I sugge13t that for a 
member of tbis House to get up and denounce another man as 
telling an untruth, and then, when asked if he had any basis for 
it, to say he had none except the statement niade to him by another 
gentleman, and then for the other gentleman to come over here 
and for the first time scan thedDcument from which I was giving 
my authority, and then. not reading it through and overlooking 
the vital and essential points of it, to confirm the statement that 
I have tried to deceive the Hause--

Mr. GROUT. Do you refer to me in saying that a gentleman 
asserted that yon had stated what was not true? 

Mr. BARRETT. You stated that it was not tl·ue. I asked you 
if you made that statement of your own knowledge, and you said 
you were so informed. 

Mr. GROUT. Certainly; that is precisely what I said- that 
there was not any truth in the statement. That is right, as I 
understand. 

Mr. BARRETT. But I have here the agreement for the sal~. 
Mr. GROUT. But it has not been consummated. Your state

ment was that the property had been sold for S10,000,000, as I 
understood it. 

Mr. BARRETT. I said the agreement had been made to sell it. 
I will read it again, so that everyone may understanii: 

The b0ndholders represented by the Amsterdam and Frankfort commit
tee, amounting to $14,5ti7,000, at meetings just held have approved the pro
po"Sed sale and authorized the committee to consummate it. 

1\Ir. GROUT. That applies to only a part. of this line, an yway. 
:Mr. BARRETT. Over seven-eighths. 
Mr. GROUT. Only a part of it. 
Mr. BARRETT. The courts have decided over and over again 

that where a large majority of the parties in interest agree to a pro
po ed sale in a matter of this sort, it is valid and binding. 

1\-Ir. GROUT. The gentleman does not understand me. I say 
that it is only a part of the line that is to be conveyed, not the 
whole line. 

Mr. BARRETT. Mr. Speaker, this matter ought to have been 
more fully explained to this House. Let me explain it. The bill 
applie.3 to both pa.rts of the line of the Atlantic and Pacific Rail
road. But the only part of it at all worth considering is the 
so-called Western Division, which the gentleman from Vennont 
has so eloquently described as "spanning the continent." How 
does it '·span the continent?" It is a miserable little piece of track 
which "spans the continent" to the exact length of 565 miles, a 

' "spanning of the continent" that has hardly paid its operating 
expenses, much less any considerable return on the investment. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from Vermont says that these 
people are entitled to a charter. I say that they are not. The 
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad Company has bought or 
is about to buy this property, so that this company will shortly 
cease to be an independent corporation; it cea.ses to be an inde
pendent line; it becomes just as much a part of the Atchison, 
Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad as all those other vast networks of 
tracks which that company has acquired at one time and another 
and merged into its system. 

1\Ir. BUATNE . Will the gentleman yield for a question? 
Mr. BARRETT. Certainly. 
Mr. BOATN~R. What advantage will the Atchison, Topeka 

and Santa Fe Railroad Company acquire by the passage of this 
bill granting this new charter? What additional advantages will 
this bill give that road? 

Mr. BARRErrT. I will explain that; I have been trying to ex
plain it all the time. The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Rail
road Company are buying this property to-day in securities having 
a market value of $10,600,000. The bill now repo1·ted by the con
ference committee proposes to allow them to issue, as representing 
that Yalue of $10,600,000, $16,000,000 in bonds and over $33,000,0QO 
in stock; and the only contention made by us is that they shall not 
be allowed to issue any more securities than may be equivalent to 
the value of their road. 

''But," says my distinguished friend, the second gentleman from 
Vermont who has spoken fl\ir. GROUT], "how do we know what 
the value of this road is? 1Iow can we undertake to say what its 
value is?" 

I answer: We do not undertake to say what is its value. We 

assume its value to be that which its own owners p ut u pon it. 
They ar e selling it to t he Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad 
Company for $101600,000. Under this sale the parties who have 
had the contr ol of this property pass entirely out of the calcula
tion; they cea.se to have anything to do with it; their equity dis
appears; they sell the property absolutely and without any reserve; 
it becomes the property of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Rail
road Company. 

Now, my friend has quoted from Mr. P LATT, a gentleman who 
represents the State of Connecticut in one branch of this Congress. 
Ihaveasmuch respect for Mr. PLATT as any man on this floor; but 
when the gentleman from Vermont in charge of this bill has 
stated frankly that he did not know anything about this reorganiza
tion plan, it is not beyond the measure of belief that there may be 
other gentlemen in this House or in Congress, however wise in 
mind or great in ability and excellent in character, who may not 
have given to it that attention it requires in order to enable them 
to understand clearly the exact points involved. 

Mr. POWERS. Does the gentleman say that I do not know 
anything of the matter? 

Mr. BARRETT. My friend and colleague [Mr. MOODY] asked 
the gentleman a question, and the gentleman from Vermont, in 
response, said he knew nothing about it. I stated then that I bad 
the information which would enable me to answer my colleague, 
and asked an opportunity of being permitted tb present it to the 
House, but was refused by the gentleman from Vermont. 

Mr. POWERS. That was in answer to the question as to the 
proposed sale. I did not know anything about it at that time. 
But since then I have been informed that there has been no sale 
effected whatever. 

Mr. BARRETT. Mr. Speaker, it is one pf the strange things of 
men' versed in the law that they sometimes seek on technicalities 
to give impressions that things are not as they are. I have already 
read this statement of the Atlantic and Pacific reorganization 
committee, including leading financiers of Boston and of New 
York, giving the Rtatement that the agreement has been made 
just as I have·stated. This agreement has been ratified by the 
old first-mortgage bondholders. 

Mr. TAWNEY. Will the gentleman permit me to ask him t o 
what part of the road this would apply? 

Mr. BARRETT. To all of the Atlantic and Pacific road that 
was ever operated _as an independent property, 565 miles in length, 
starting practically from Santa Fe and running west and conne~t
ing with the Southern Pacific at the Needles, between Arizona and 
California. Besides this there is, under the charter, a branch line of 
112 miles, operated by the St. Louisand San Franciseo road, which 
never possessed an independent equipment, never had rolling stock, 
but was conducted and is to-day conducted as a part of the St. 
Louis and San Francisco road, an independent corporation, and 
does not come within hundreds of miles of touching any portion 
of the real Atlantic and Pacific road. 

Mr. TAWNEY. _Will you permit another question? 
Mr. BARRETT. Certainly. 
Mr. TAWNEY. Does that apply t o the same road that the bill 

under consideration applies to? • 
Mr. BARRETT. Yes,' sir. 
Mr. TAWNEY. For the whole of it ? 
Mr. BARRETT. Absolutely. And !will say, alsq, that there is 

a contract now under consideration for the tl·anbfer of this 112 
miles to the St. Louis and San Francisco road; and the committee 
state in their report-

Mr. TAWNEY (interrupting). I have read the report, if the 
gentleman will permit me, and it does not indicate that the con
tract of which the gentleman from Massachusetts has read ex
tracts applies to all the roads to which the bill applies. Therefore 
the alleged purchase of the road for 10,000,000 would not be a 
correct statement as to all of the ro_ad, as I understand it. 

Mr. BARRETT. The gentleman from Minnesota, and I am 
glad he made the statement, for I certainly do not desire to mis
lead the House in the smallest iota, is absolutely correct, but it 
applies to all of the Atlantic and Pacific road that has been ever 
talked of or suggested in this debate, which is the line running 
between the two points I have already mentioned. 

Now, the amount of bonds outstanding is Sf6,000,000, the first
mortgage bonds; $5,000,000 of second mortgage, and $18,000,000 of 
income bonds. These apply only to the 565 miles. On the other 
division of 112 miles an entirell different set of bonds was issued 
entirely outside of this calculation, and to which I have not alluded 
in this debate. Do I make myself clear? 

Mr. TAWNEY. The gentleman conveyed the idea that $10,· 
000.000 purchase money covered the whole road. 

Mr. BARRETT. I conveyed, and sought to convey,.the idea 
that the SlO,GOO,OOO covered every mile of the Atlantic and Pacifio 
Railway on which there was a 16,000,000firstmortgage, a$5,000,-
000 second, and $12,000,000 income bonds. That is true. 

Mr. BOATNER. Will the gentleman from Massachusetts allow 
me to ask him a question? 
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Mr. BARRETT. Certainly. 
Mr. BOATNER. Does the gentleman understand the bill to be 

for the benefit of the bondholders and the stockholders of the At
lantic and Pacific road, or for the benefit of the purchasers of that 
property at ioreclosure sale? And that is follo'!ed .by anoth~r 
question: Do the purchasers represent the reorgam.zat10n commit
tee of the old company, or are they a separate and independent 
concern? 

Mr. BARRETT. Mr. Speaker, I think I understand the gentle
man's proposition; but in order to make it clear to th~ House I 
will explain it a little more fully than by direct categorical reply. 
The Atlantic and Pacific Railroad's first-mortgage bondholders 
have begun a suit in foreclosure, pending which they have agreed 
to sell the $16,000,000 of first-mortgage bonds of the Atlantic and 
Pacific to the Atchison, Topeka and t;anta Fe Railroad, for which 
the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad agrees to pay in 
securities wbich are to-day worth about $10,600,000. Upon that 
transfer the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad is to com
plete the foreclosure proceedings, and as the holder of the 16,000,-
000 of first-mortgage bonds, which it has bought on the terms 
which I have indicated, is to become the sole and absolutepossessor 
of the Atlantic and Pa.cific Railroad, about whose bondholders and 
stockholders we have heru:d so much here to-day. 

The present stockholders and bondholders of the Atlantic and 
Pacific Railroad will not be affected one iota by this measure, be
cause they have ah·eady agreed and directed their committee to 
proceed to the transfer of their property to the Atchison, Topeka 
and Santa Fe Railroad. Is the gentleman from Louisiana [Mr. 
BoATNER] satisfied? 

Mr. BOATNER. Then I understand the object of the bill is to 
permit the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad to capitalize 
it at the amount of stock and bonds named in the bill, not to ex
ceed the present bonded debt of the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad 
Company. 

Mr. BARRETT. That is right. 
Mr. BOATNER. With which, however, the -purchasers have 

nothing to do. 
1\Ir. BARRETT. I do not understand the last statement of the 

gentleman. 
Mr. BOATNER. That is, that the present purchasers of the 

road have no interest in the present funded debt of the Atlantic: 
and Pacific beyond paying the stipulated price. 

Mr. BARRETT. Why, Mr. Speaker, they have all the interest 
in the world, because they buy the first mortgage in a blo.ck. 
They buy these sixteen millions of first-mortgage 4 per cen~ bonds 
and put them into their own trea.Sury, and instead of paymg the 
owners of them what some people might think they were worth, 
what do they pay? They pay them in 52! per cent of their own 
bonds, worth to-day 85 eents on the dollar, and they pay them in 
57t per cent of their own preferred stock, worth to-day 25 cents 
on the dollar. 

Why, Mr. Speaker, if theTa is any man, woman, or child who 
has ever honestly invested a dollar in the Atlantic and Pacific 
Railroad, he is getting out of it by this agreement, by which it is 
to be transferred to the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad 
Company, so small a part of what he has invested that I should 
be glad to do anything that would increase their retm-ns. But 
whatever is done is not done for them. It is done for the Atchi
son, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad, which is to become the owner 
of the first-mortgage bonds of the Atlantic: and Pacific Railroad 
Company by the terms of the contract . . 

lt.!r. HTEWART of New Jersey. Would not the effect of the 
acceptance of this conference report by the House wipe out the 
entire indebtedness of the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad, with 
the exception of the first-mortgage bonds? 

l\fr. BARRETT. The gentleman asks, Would not the acceptance 
of this report wipe out the entire indebtedness of the Atlantie and 
Pacific Railroad, except the first-mortgage bonds'? 

Yes, Mr. Speaker; all other forms of indebtedness are going to 
be wiped out. The road is going to be purchased under foreclo
sure proceedings brought about by the first-mortgage bondholders, 
and the holder of the first-mortgage bonds is the Atchison, Topeka 
and Santa Fe Railroad Company. By foreclosing on the bonds 
which it holds it will acquire the·entire ownership of the Atlantic 
and Pacific Railroad, and haviD:g by that process taken away every 
vestige of value in the second mortgage and in the income bonds, 
so tha.t they will not be worth literally the paper on which they 
are printed, having taken away from these securities every cent 
of value, the committee of conference propose to allow the Atchi
son, Topeka and -santa Fe Railroad to issue, in behalf of and rep
resenting securities which have thus been absolutely wiped out, 
some $23,000,000 of new stock. 

To tha.t we object, Mr. Speaker. Having wiped out by proceed
ings in foreclosure millions upon millions of securities, and hav
~g divested the legitimate owners of them of every vestige of 

- Valne, we object to the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad 

Company being allowed to proceed to issue $23,000,000 of new se
curities to represent what has disappeared from existence. 

Mr. HULICK. · How much will be wiped out of the indebted
ness which is now a lien on this road? In other words, what is 
the difference between the amount for which i.t is agTeed to be sold 
and the amount of the outstanding liens and claims against it? 

:Mr. BARRETT. I will say, Mr. Speaker, although 1 am not a 
railroad man, and these are things that I have had to get in a very 
short period of study, that the first mortgage is $16,000.000, the 
second bond mortgage $5,000,000, and the outstanding receiver's 
debt certificates amount to some $1,200,000. In addition to that,. 
there are some S30.000,000 of defened interest accounts, and $79,-
000,000 of stock, which will be entirely eliminated; and $5,000,000 
of second mortgage and $12,000,000 of income bonds which are 
altogether expunged from any human calculation. 

Mr. BOATNER. Except the 10,600,000. 
Mr. BARRETT (continuing). Except $10,600,000. They pay 

about $9,400,000 for the $16,000,000 of first-mortgage bonds; and 
$1,200,000 is to be paid to take up the receiver's certificates. As 
an actual fact, they only pay an actual cash value to the bond
holders of about $9,400,000. 

l\ir. TRACEY. Will the gentleman yield to me for a question? 
1\Ir. BARRETT. Certainly. 
Mr. TRACEY. The people I represent are interested in the 

completion of this road. What effect may reasonably be expected 
to follow the rejection of the conference report and the restoration 
of the House amendments upon the completion of the ron.d'? 

Mr. BARRETT. Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask first how' 
much time I have left, because I have some things that I desire to 
cover before I get through. How much time have I remaining? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has twenty minutes remain
ing. 

1\Ir. BARRETT. In what way are the people interested in the 
completion of this road? 
· Mr. TRACEY. The Atlantic and Pacific begins at my town, 

the town in which I live. 
Mr. BARRETT. Now, :Mr. Speaker, I will say, in answer to 

the gentleman, that no hnman being that I know of can presage 
what will happen in railroad construction. But that division of 
the Atlantic and Pacific road has -always been operated and eon
trolled by the St. Louis and San Francisco road, which has recently 
been taken out of the hands of a receiver and placed in the hands 
of the secmity holders; and I have no doubt they will proceed to 
extend that road whenever they think it is possible to increase 
their business and to raise the necessary money to do it with. 

Mr. TRACEY. But does not this proposition submitted as pro
posed in the House amendments affect the possibility of the com
pany ever doing so? 

Mr. BARRETT. Not at all. It simply says that they shall not 
issue any more watered stock and impose on credulous people, 
who have a right to believe when the Congress of the United 
States by deliberate enactment authorizes them to issue a certain 
amount of stock that it must contain some element of value. It 
is because we want to bring to the minds of the people of this 
country the belief that this Congress will not allow millions and 
millions of stock to be issued without full protectio.n to stock
holders that we insist upon this amendment. 

Mr. TAWNEY. Will the gentleman allow me to a-sk him a 
question? 

Mr. BARRETT. Certainly. 
Mr. TAWNEY. Is there any class of bondholders and creditors 

that has not agreed to this reorganization plan adopted by the 
reorganization committee? · 

Mr. BARRETT. Mr. Speaker, that is a question I can not an 
swer. 

Mr. TAWNEY. I understand it is a fact that all the creditors, 
all the bondholders, as well as the certificate holders, have agreed 
to this plan of reorganization. 

Mr. BARRETT. Why, Mr. Speaker, I assume they have, and 
I will tell you why. The Atlantic and Pacific has not paid interest 
on its bonded debt: It was paid for a term of years, I believe, 
under a contract with the St. LouisandSan Franciscoand·Atchison 
roads. These poor bondholders of the Atlantic and Pacific can get 
nothing in any other way, and they are going to take this. 

1\Ir. Jl.fURPHY of Arizona. Will the gentleman permit me to 
ask him one question? 

Mr. BARRETT. Certainly. . . 
Mr. MURPHY of Arizona. I would like to inquire what way 

the Atlantic and Pacific or the stockholders therein will be bene
fited and how can it pay at all in any shape or form unless the 
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe does absorb it? · 

Mr. BARRETT. I want the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe to 
absorb it, but I do not want them to have the right, which this 
bill in its original shape would give them, to issue $100,000,000 of 
stock at a par value of $100 per share, when you can go into the 
New York market and buy all of that stock you want at a quarter 
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of 1 per cent. I do not want the Congress of the United States to 
become a party to the issue of stock which represents no value 
whatever. I am simply contending for the proposition that the 
stock shall ue issued, as nearly as may be, to represent actual 
value. 

The gentleman from Vermont has inferred from what I said 
that the directors of the Atchison company had cheat.ed the peo
ple of New England. Now, I want to say in regard to that-and 

- it is a delicate subject-that it is the belief of many of the people 
of New England, who have invested hundreds of millions in 
Atchison securities, that contracts have been made by which the 
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad, which was at one time 
a solvent and splendid corporation, whose stock sold at $150 a 
share-it is the belief of those people that great reaches of rail
road have been acquired and paid for by the issue of Atchison 
securities at prices far exceeding their actual value, or their pres
ent or prospective earning capacity. I know there have been ex
pressions throughout the length and breadth of ~ ew England of 
the belief that the great expansions and extensions of the Atchi
son system, from a few hundred to many thousands of miles, have 
been made by the sale to that company, by persons concerued in 
its management, of properties which they owned and which they 
sold at prices far above their actual value. Other roads in the 
West have not shrunk in value as the Atchison has. Other rail
roads running from Chicago west have not shrunk in the Mme 
degree. They have suffered somewhat, but not to the same ex
tent as the Atchison. 

But, Mr. Speaker, what I said was in relation to the Atlantic 
and Pacific road, -and I want to say about that that it was capi
talized for $270,000 a mile, though it would not cost over $20,000 
a mile to build it. 

Now, to show what the capitalization of $270,000 a mHe means, 
let me illustrate by comparison. . 

The Boston and Albany road is one of the most perfect rail
roads in the United States. It is a great road, laid with the most 

_ perfect rails, equipped with the most magnificent equipment in 
every respect, running through a very Closely settled region, with 
all its stations and appointments of the highest order, and yet the 
Boston and Albany road, with all its expenditure for that splen
did equipment, is capitalized at only 110,000 per mile. 

Again, the Lake Shore road, running from Buffalo to Chicago, 
is regarded as one of the mode! railroads in the United States, and 
is often held up, both by our own people and by strangers who 
visit this . country, as an illustl·ation of what honesty and good 
judgment in railroad management can accomplish. It is a double
track road, thoroughly equipped in every respect. That road is 
capitalized, including stocks and bonds, at $86,000 a mile. Yet 
here is this Atlantic and Pacific road, which is laid with rails 
which, I am informed, have not been renewed for ten years, which 
has not a respectable depot on its whole line, which got its road
bed and right of way from the Government-this misera1Jle apology 
for a railroad is capitalized at $270,000 a mile, and this bill as it 
originally came from the Senate, in spite of the close scrutiny 
which my friend from Vermont [Mr. GROUT] says must have 
been given to it t.here, that bill proposed to allow that that capitali
zation should not only be allowed to continue, but should continue 
under the patronage and indorsement of the Congress of the 
United States. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I have taken more time on this matter than 
I everdreamedof taking. I wish simply to sayin conclusion that 
the bondholders and the security holders of the Atlantic and 
Pacific road have nothing to do with this ;nlatter. They have 
already entered i,nto, and are about to consummate, an absolute 
sale of their property to the Atchison, Topeka and S~mta Fe Com-

•. any 
p Ali that we ask, in insisting on this amendment, which has been 
already accepted by the gentleman from Vermont in charge of 
this bill-all that we ask is that this House of Representatives, 
in chartering this road anew, and starting it out once more, shall 
limit it to issuing only such securities as are ·represented by the 
mortgage debt, which in itself will make 870,000 a mile, almost 
equal to the capitalization of the Lake Shore Railroad. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I have moved, subject to the vote to be taken 
before, that the House insist upon the amendment which it has 
already adopted, but after consultation with other gentlemen 
who agree with me on this subject, it seems to me best to say that 
if the House will vute to insist I shall then be ready to offer a 
resolution of instruction to the future conferees. 

1\Ir. GROUT. I suppose the question is first on agreeing to the 
report. 

Mr. BARRETT. .If we do not agree to the report, we shall 
insist. 

Mr. GROUT. Without instructions? 
Mr. BARRETT. I simply say that, so far as I am concerned, 

the motion I made for instructions is not now pressed, but will 
be presented later. 

ThGl SPEAKER. With reference to the question of instructing 

a conference committee, the Chair desires to say that upon exam
ining the case referred toin the Digest he finds that the statement 
of the Digest is not justified. The proper course of procedure in 
such a case as this is for the House first to vote upon agreeing to 
the report of the conference committee. If the report be dis
agreed to, then the House may insist upon its amendments and 
as}r for a new conference; and pending the appointment of the 
conferees a motion may be made that they be instructed. The 
statement in the Digest is misleading. 

Mr. BARRETT. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. Does the 
Chair hold that the motion for the previous question having been 
voted down, it is now competent to move it again? 

The SPEAKER. It is competent for the gentleman in charge 
of the report to make any motion that he sees fit. 

Mr. GROUT. I desire to be heard further. 
Mr. BARRETT. I do not desire to have the previous question 

ordered on my motion. I simply want to ask the gentleman on 
the other sidewhether some agreement cannot be made in regard 
to a vote? A good many of us have remained here until it is now 
3 o'clock, and some of us would like to know how long the debate 
is likely to continue. 

Mr. POWERS. I do not care to prolong this discussion for any 
length of time; but I want to occupy a few moments in reply to 
the gentleman's attack on this bill, and then I will move the pre
vious question, if nobody else desires to speak. 

Mr. McRAE addressed the Chair. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. McRAE] 

is recognized. 
Mr. GROUT. Mr. Speaker, how much time have I left? 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman has twenty-four minutes left. 
Mr. MoRAE. Mr. Speaker, the three principal objections which 

I have heretofore urged against this bill have been, I think, very 
ably and fully covered by my colleague from Arkansas, Judge 
TERRY, by the gentleman from Massachusetts rMr. BARRETT], 
by the gentleman from illinois [Mr. COOKE], ana by the gentle
man from Iowa [Mr. LACEY], and I shall not now attempt to do 
more than to restate these objections in brief. 

I do not believe that Congress should grant Federal charters at 
all. The exercise of such power was always of doubtful propriety 
and dangerous. The history of this road shows that Congress 
made a great blunder in granting it a charter. There is no neces
sity for the exercise of such power the second time in its behalf. 
The property rights of the mortgagees of this company can be 
maintained and protected by charters obtained from the States 
without coming to Congress, an<!_, if necessary, Congress can give 
it the right of way through the .tndian country. But when they 
come to us confessing that it is bankrupt, with a record showing 
that it has complied with not a single conditiqn imposed upon it 
in the original grant, it is not only our right, but it is our solemn 
duty, in the first place, to see that the .new company pays the · 
debts which are due for labor, supplies, damages, and other debts 
incurred in connection with the operation of the road. 

Second, that no benefit shall accrue by reason of the reorgani· 
zation to the faithless stockholders who have wrecked the road. 
If the stock is worthless, it should not be recognized in the reor
ganization. The property is not worth more than one-fourth of 
the funded debt and not as much as the mortgage debts; and it 
is the duty of Congress t<? see that in authorizing stock no more 
shall be issued than the cash value of the property the company 
really owns. The House conferees have abandoned the House 
amendment in this regard. 

Third, we should see to it that the settlers along the line of this 
road who want the land under th~ public-land laws are not further 
harassed by lawsuits and contests of a concern whose mismanage
ment and bankruptcy are so notorious and outrageous. We have 
the power to say to this company before we give it a new lease of 
life; ''You must pay these debts and refund at the actual value of 
the road and give peace and· quiet to the settlers and to the United 
States as well, so far as the lands in controversy are concerned, by 
releasing all claim, and thus make the forfeiture act of July 6, 
1886, effectual." 

More than ten years ago Congress, after due deliberation and 
extensive discussion, determined that a forfeiture should be de
clared. And yet for all that time the Government and the people 
along the line of this road have been defiantly told by this com
pany that the forfeiture is worthless and that the lands belong to 
it, although no road has been constructed, and they have assumed 
to sell the lands. The conference report pretends to protect the 
settler. How? By compelling them to pay this faithless com· 
pany and its assigns for lands the title to which was resumed in 
1886. It is nothing less than an indirect method of yielding the 
claim of the United States and admitting the contention of the 
railroad company. It confirms the sales made by the company 
and puts settlers at its mercy. 

I believe, Mr. Speaker, that the House fairly understands what 
this bill means, and that it will not pass it. It is an effort to reha
bilitate a defunct corporation that does not deserve to live a da.y. 
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It will have the effect to continue litigation that might never to 
have been commenced. It gives somethin~ to a lot of men who 
deserV-e nothing. If the bondholders are honest, invested their 
money in good faith, and shall purchase at foreclosure sale, then 
Congress, if it deems proper, may give them the right to reorgan
ize. But until they have done that, and as long as they seek in 
collusion with the old stockholders of the concern to reorganize on 
a basis that contemplates the issue of watered stock, it is our duty 
to do nothing to aid them. 

I hope the House will vote down the report, and that then we 
will instruct the conferees to insist upon the amendments of the 
House to the bill. • 

Mr. GROUT. I yield five minutes to the gentleman from Kan
sas [Mr. BLUE]. 

Mr. BLUE. Mr. Speaker, if I gather the substance of the argu
ment of the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. BARRETT], his 
chief objection to the bill as it comes from the conference com
mittee grows out of the fact that some of his constituents were so 
unfortunate as to lose some money in investments i.n Santa Fe 
stock. It is to be regretted that any portion of our people should 
be so unfortunate as to lose any investments they have made. 
But that happens everywhere among men who transact business. 
But because his constituents have lost some money is no reason 
why he should antagonize the measure at this time, when it is 
satisfactory, as I understand it, to all of the creditors who have 
claims against this corporation. There is no one here complain
ing that any creditor would be wronged by this settlement if this 
bill becomes a law. On the other hand, I understand that all of 
the .creditors are entirely satisfied with the measure. 

The people of Kansas, and they are interested in the operation 
of this road, are entirely satisfied with this proposition. The great 
corporation created under the laws of the State of Kansas, the 
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad Company, forming a 
large business factor in the transaction of all of the business of 
that great State, will operate this road if it can be purchased 
under the provisions of this act, and I apprehend will operate it 
successfully. 

The provision authorizing the issuance of stock is a well-guarded 
measure. I call the attention of the House especially to it. It 
provides that-

The capital stock of the corporation herein authorized shall be divided into 
shares each of the par value of $100, and sball not exceed the amount of the 
mortgage debt due and unpaid at the time of the decree of foreclosure: Pm
vided, That additional stock and bonds may be issued by the corporation 
upon the payment into its treasury therefor the full par value thereof in 
cash. No stock shall be issued until the Secretary of the Interior shall ap
vrove its issue and certify that it is issued in conformity to the provisions 
of this act. The total stock issued under the provisions of this act shall nc.t 
exceed $100,000,000. 

I call the attention of the House to the fact tnat this is a well
guarded provision, so that investors, before they purchase, will 
have the assurance that labor, or money, or property has been 
given for the value of the stock . 

I apprehend, also, Mr. SpAaker, that a purchaser who takes 
stock buys it on the market of the country. It is no part of the 
business of the Government of this country to become the,guard
ian of the busiJless people of the nation as to what they shall pur
chase or what they shall not purchase. The purchaser of stock on 
on the market is like the purchaser of all other property-he takes 
his chances. The argument of the gentleman from Massachusetts 

·is without merit or force. 
Mr. STEWART of New Jersey. May } ask the gentleman a 

question? 
Mr. BLUE. Yes, sir. 
Mr. STEW ART of New Jersey. Does the gentleman propose 

to say that the creditors of this road, or the people of this country, 
would support this measure that sanctions the further issue of 
stock at a par value of 100 cents on a dollar when it is quoted now 
in the market at less than 2 cents on the dollar? 

Mr. BLUE. Ah! but the gentleman is mistaken. So far as 
that is concerned, I do not know at what price the stock of the old 
company is quoted. But the reorganization provides for the issu
ance of new stock, and the creditors of the company are satisfied 
to take it and pay ca£h, property, or labor therefor. 

The old stock will doubtless be funded in new stock at its cash 
value. This idea that some gentlemen have that the cost of 
transportation to the parties who carry un traffic over a railroad
those residing along its line and who use it-that the cost of 
transportation of freight and passenger traffic is gauged by the 
extent of the bonded indebtedness and stock of the road is a mis
taken one. It is no more true as a matter of fact that the cost of 
transportation is measured by the actual cost and indebtedness pf 
the railroad than that wheat raised on lands which cost $100 an 
acre should rise in price proportionately above wheat raised on 
land that cost but $2.50 an acre. These are matters of competi
tion among the railroads that run into competitive points like 
Kansas City, Chicago, New York, or the other great centers of 
trade in this nation. They are not controlled in their charges by 
the cost and indebtedness of the road, but by the law of supply 
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and demand, and by the rules that govern in the competition of 
the world. So far as that is concerned, there is no argument in it; 
it falls to the ground. 

This, Mr. Speaker, is a well-guarded measure. The oppositio~ 
to it springs out of the belief that some one has in the past secured, 
an undue advantage under a former enactment, and that.he ough~ 
to be punished. These opponents seem to think that if he can not 
be punished: somebody else should be. Let us legislate, Mr. 
Speaker, from a higher standpoint. Let us meet the requirements 
of the people on this subject; let us do as we ought to do, regard.o 
less of any desire to punish ~ny company or set of individuals. 

The SPEAKER. The time of the gentleman has expired. 
Mr. G ROU'l!. I yield five minutes to the gentleman from Okla

homa rMr. FLYNN]. 
Mr. FLYNN. Mr. Speaker, I realize, residing in the Territory 

where I do, that it is absolutely necessary for Congress to grant a 
Federal charter to the Central Division of this railroad. It is oper
ated in the Indian Territory, and without the consent of Congress 
it can not extend or operate its road. I feel what the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. BARRETT] has said with reference to the 
bonding and the increase of stock, hut I desire to call his attention -
to this fact: The people who live along these lines of railroads are 
not responsible for that. It is the people who live in his State of 
Massachusetts who are responsible for bonding the road and 
increasing the indebtedness to $270,000 a mile. - This stock has 
been sold to servant girlS in that State, and they are entirely 
wiped out if Congress does not at this time, or at some time, 
authorize a reorganization of this company . . 

Mr. BARRETT. Mr. Speaker-
Ml·. FLYNN. I have but five minutes. It is not our faUlt if· 

the New England States, and more especially the State of Massa
chusetts, watered thisstockuntilall the servant girls in thatcoun4 
try were bankrupted. Now, when honest men, interested in the 
development of this road, when settlers living along it, who can 
not afford tp pay these interest charges on a bonded indebtedness. 
of 8270,000 a mile, come to Congress and ask the granting of this 
new charter, to see if something can be saved out of the wreck. 
I believe it should be granted to them. 

Now, .1\Ir. Speaker, with reference to what the gentleman fro~ 
Arkansas [Mr. TERRY] said, I venture the assertion that this con4 
ference committee have gone further in this matter than any mort-. 
gagee taking possession of this property would have gone. They 
specify in this bill that the company shall be liable for the wages 
and supplies of operation of the road legally chargeable against 
the old company. As lawyers, you all know that there is no legal 
obligation with reference to those items that this company would 
be compelled to assume. With reference to the increase of the 
stock, all I have to say is that the gentleman from MassachusettS 
evidently desires to have stricken out the safeguard which the con
ference report retains, so that the stock can be again watered, and 
then repudiation charged to the people of the West who live along 
the ·road. The conference committee provide in their report that 
the stock shall be restricted to the actual value of the property 
when exchanged therefor. How? As ascertained bytheSecretary 
of the Interior, regardless of the original and the probable in
creased cost. In other words, that a disinterested officer of the 
Government shall say what the value of the property is and the 
amount of stock which may be issued, prohibiting the New Eng-. 
land gentlemen, as he presumes to call them, from again watering 
this stock up to $270,000 a mile. 

With reference to the clause concerning the settlers along the 
line, the conference report amply protects the only men whom 
Congress is in reality morally bound to protect, and those are the 
poor settlers living along it who are trying to eke out an existence. 
What do the conferees say with reference to that? 

With respect to executed land contracts, the conference committee believed 
that such liability should extend to actual settlers and oc.cupants purchasing 
in tracts of 640 acres or less. 

In other words, the homestead settler on the 160 acres of land 
should be protected in the passage of this bill. Why should not 
these people be allowed to reorganize on an honest, fair basis, 
subject to the approval not of the stockholders or bondholders, 
but subject to the approval of the Secretary of the Interior. 

This road, gentlemen, as a matter of fact, has two divisions, and 
without being operated by either the Frisco or the Atchison, 
Topeka and Santa Fe, it begins nowhere and ends nowhere. We 
in my section are interested in having the road extended 70 miles, 
in order to connect with other lines in Oklahoma Territory. They 
can not extend it, and can not reorganize and operate there with· 
out a Federal charter. • 

fHere the hammer fell.] · 
Mr. GROUT. Mr. Speaker, it seems to me that the point the 

House wants to keep in mind is that we as a body are under obij
gations to extend and make sure to the security holders of this 
road, the bondholders under the mortgll,ge which we authorize·d, 
every right which they had good reason to expect when they took 
these securities. The gentleman from Oklahoma· [Mr. FLYNN] 

.· 
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bas stated a fact that makes it improper to remit this company to 
charters to be granted by the States. So the argument of the gen
tleman from .Arkansas that this is bad policy is answered by the 
statement of the gentleman from Oklahoma. It is also answered 
by the further fact that Congress has a specific duty to perform 
in this particular railroad case, because it first chartered this 
comparlv, and it should see that all the rights of all the security 
holders nnder that charter are suitably protected now. 

Now, a word in reference to the remarks of the gentleman from 
Massachusett [Mr. BARRETTl, in which he arraignedmeforhav
ing a serted that he hc}d made an untrue statement on the floor. 
Let us see about it. He stated to the House as a fact that this 
road had been sold, as I understood it, thougl}. afterwards he 
changed the statement to the effect that arrangements had been 
made for its sale-and he may be correct in this-that it had been 
contracted for sale at S10,000,000. On looking into the facts, it 
appears that only one division of the road had been under negotia
tion. That IS the Weste1·n Division. The Centl.-al Division, of 
equal or perhaps greater length and value-! am not acquainted 
with the mileage of the two Ji visions-is not at all included in that 
agreement. And yet the gentleman from Massachusetts LMr. 
MooDY] assumed that to be the value of the road, and then with 
a tatement of the amount of the funded debt, which is some forty 
million dollars, put to me the question he did as to the amount 
'of stock that ought to be issued. 

Mr. Speaker, it is now plain how utterly lame was his proposi
tion, when it now appears that only one division of the road had 
been talked about for SIO,OOO,OOO. 

Mr. BARRETT. Will the gentleman allow me a question? 
Mr. GROUT. - Certainly~ always. 
Mr. BARRETT. TheW estern Division is that to which I alluded 

and the bonds and securities to which my colleague [Mr. MooDY] 
alluded. He alluded only to the securities which pertain to the 
road to which I had alluded 

Mr. GROUT. He referred to the bonds of the road, and pre
sumably the whole road, and the gentleman from Massachusetts 
EMr. BARRETT] spoke of a sale of the road, and presumably the 
whole road, when it tm·n out that there has been no proposition 
for the sale of but the Western Division. Now, I will leave to 
gentlemen on the floor whether I was justified in saying that the 
gentleman's statement that the road had been sold for 10,000,000 

· was not true. And as to whether the gentleman said sold. or 
bargained to be sold, I will leave to the gentleman's colleague [Mr. 
MooDY], who stated in his question to me his understanding to 
the effect that the gentleman said the road had been sold for 

10,000,000. Mr. MooDY seems to have understood the gentleman 
precisely as I did, that the road had been sold-not, as the gentle
man now says. bargained to be sold. 

.Mr. BARRETr. Why, M.r. Speaker, will the gentleman allow 
me to correct that statement? 

Mr. GROUT. Certainly. 
Mr. BARRETT. He says at least only one-half. 
Mr. GROUT. Only a division. 
Mr. BARRETT. It is nearly six-sevenths. 
Mr. GROUT. Well, I am differently informed. 
Mr. BARRETT. Let the gentleman read the report of the 

Commissioner of Railroads. 
Mr. GROUT. I can not stop for that now. The gentleman 

from Arkansas says that it should be disposed of in a way so that 
the rights of the landholders shall be preserved. Will gentlemen 
give their attention to the clause in the report which fully provides 
for this. It is as follows: 

That in case any uncompleted contract for the purchase of la.nd shall be 
;pending at the time of such foreclosure sale, such new company sha.ll, upon 
payment to it of any unpaid balance of purchase money for such land at the 
time provided in such contracts for the sale thPreof, convey and release to 
the holders of such contracts all its title, interest, a.nd estate in and to the 
land embraced in such contracts. 

What more for the protection of the landholders can the gen
tleman ask't There is, however, in the report of the conference 
committee a clause expressly extending this protection" to any 
bona fide settler and occupant on a tract of 640 acres of land or 
less," in the foregoing language, making certain its application to 
the occupant of a piece of land, however small, held under a grant 
from this railroad. How can the gentleman from Arkansaa ask 
for more? 

Mr. McRAE. Will the gentleman from Vermont allow me to 
ask him one question? 

Mr. GROUT. Certainly. 
Mr. McRAE. Does not that amendment in itself concede to the 

road the right to sell and make title to the very land in question~ 
thereby confessing the contention of the railroad? 

Mr. GROUT. But it compels, :Mr. Speaker, the railroad to 
carry out the contract of the former corporation. That is what it 
does; no more and nothing less. Do we want to impose upon them 
any larger duty? I believe not. 

Mi·. McRAE. If my friend will allow me, my question is 
wh_ether they have the right to sell it. It leaves them with the 

money which they get and takes title from them, which is denied 
by many of us. 

Mr. GROUT. The gentleman is evidently proceeding ·on the 
sup1>osition that this land grant should be forfeited. 

Mr. McRAE. It has been forfeited. 
Mr. GROUT. If the Supreme Court forfeits it, then nothing 

more can go to the road and the land grant falls, of course, because 
they have no right or title to convey. Now, as to another amend
ment that is in line 31 of the bill, in the early part of the report. 
The gentleman who moved that amendment ·has· said upon the 
:floo1· that this covers all he ought to cover in his amendment, 
which is to protect the wage earners and those furnishing supplies 
for the operation of the road. • 

Mr. Speaker, this bill has the approval of every security holder of 
this road. They are all satisfied with it and it would seem upon 
the most careful examination that nobody is given any oppor
tunity to practice mischief, unless he doe3 it in spite of law. It 
preserves to those bondholders what they thought they had when 
they took the bonds, when they took the road, namely a corporate 
existence. That is all it confers. I hope, Mr. Speaker, that the 
report will be approved by the good judgment of the House, as I 
believe it will. How much time have I remaining? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has six minutes remaining. 
Mr. GROUT. I yield the balance of my time to my colleague 

[1\Ir. POWERS]. 
~fr. POWERS. Mr. Speaker, this bill has been very fully 

debated by the House, and I have now no doubt that members 
are anxious to get rid of it and to come to a vote. I wish in the 
brief time given me to simply review the p1·ovi ions of this bill. 

The bill has been carefully examined not only by every party 
in interest in this property, and by the various security holders, 
but the conference committee of both Houses have taken two 
days' time in the careful examination of the e various amend
ments, and putting them in shape so that they will carry out 
what they deem to be the good sen e of the greatest numbers of 
the parties in interest of this railroad. 

Now, what is the history of that road? In 1866, or thereabouts, 
the charter for the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad Company was 
granted. It started from the city of Springfield, in the State of 
Missouri, and ran through to the Pacific Ocean. Itwa fully sup
posed by the men in the managem, nt of the road at that time that 
the road could be built upon capital stock. They sta1· ted in, but, 
like th~ best laid plans of men, they failed. They were obliged to 
come to Congress and get the right to issue a mortgage. 

That was done in 1871. That mortgage right was granted to 
them. This mortzage in question that we are now dealing with 
was issued undeT the provisions of the act of 1871, to enable this 
company to push the enterprise toward the Pacific Ocean. But 
the money realized upon the sale of those bonds proved to be 
insufficient. This road, like many othe1· struggling railroad in 
the infancy of their construction, was unable to complete its line. 
It went into the hands of other corporations. It was obliged to 
invoke their aid in order to complete the line, and so the road has 
been split up into two or three different sections. That pm·tion of 
it running from Springfield, Mo., to Albuquerque, N. Mex., is 
under control of one corporation, the IJOrtion of the road from 
Albuquerque west for a certajn distance is under another ccrpo
ration, and thence on westward it is under still a thjrd control. 

The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad, a competing line 
running f1·om about the same terminal point east and we~t1 got 
control of a portion of this line, and that brings me to the propo
sition of the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. BARRETTJ, that 
the Atchis'on Company are interested in this road. They are 
interested in it. They have taken conti·ol of a section of it. They 
furnished the money. The bondhol(lers' righU! in the first mort
gage have become insignificant in value. The first-mortgage 
bonds are selling in the market at a small fraction of their face 
value, and the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Company are the 
only parties in the wol'ld that can take this line and push it along 
as it was originally designed. The people along the line of this 
road are clamoring for its completion. 

This bill provides that the bondholders, or the purchasers from 
them, may organize into a corporation, may is ue stock up to the 
amount of the funded debt of the original company, and addi
tional stock, on a cash basis, subject to the approval of the SecTe
tary of the Interior, for the purpose of completing the line. The 
gentleman from Oklahoma, the gentleman from New Mexico. all 
the gentlemen coming from the region of country interested in 
the road, are clamoring to have something done by Congress for 
the relief of the settlers along the line. The gentleman from 
Arkansas lMr. TERRY] says that the rights of these settlers are 
being put in jeopardy. How are they being put in jeopardy? 
The bill p1·ovides that the rights of homesteaders along this line, 
up to the amount of an entire section of land-64.0 acres-shall . be 
prote<-'ted. If these settlers purchased from the old company, the 
new company is brought in to perform the contract. That pro
vision covers nearly double the limitation ordinarily contained in 
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bills of this nature. I undertake to say there is not an. act of 
Congress in the world in which it is provided that the rights of a 
settler to more than 320 acres-haif a section of land-are pro
tected under such circumstances. This bill goes far beyo11d that, 
and is most liberal in its provision for the benefit of homesteaders 
along this line. 

Mr. :McEWAN. Does not the approval of the Secretary of the 
Interior of the issue of stock apply only to the additional stock 
for new road andeq1.upment? lt does not refer at all to the stock 
to be issued to the amount of the funded debt. 

Mr. POWERS. It does not refer to that. The bill gives the 
new corporation the right to issue stock up to the limit of the 
funded debt ; and that is proper, because a share of stock, even 
though it sells for 10 cents on the dollar, is still counted as a share 
representing $100 face value. These parties simply get the right 
to issue new stock up to the amount of the original stock, whether 
it is good, oad, or indifferent. Is not that proper? It is further 
provided in this conference report that the rights of every wage 
earner and every man who has furnished supplies to the old com
pany shall be recognized by the new company, and that he shall 
be paid. That is a provision of eminent justice to the poor settlers 
along the line, and to the section men and the others who have 
worked. night and day to serve the traveling public. 

Now, the proposition of the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. CooKE] 
is that the right to the land gTant which was granted to the pro
jectors of this enterprise by the original charter, and was by them 
mortgaged to these bondholders, shall oe preserved, to the extent 
that the Supreme Court of the United States, upon a question now 
pending before it, shall determine. 

Mr. McEWAN. One other question-and my vote will depend 
upon the gentleman's answer. I ask him to point out the provi
sion in this conference report and in the bill by which_ the laborer 
is secured to be paid. 

Mr. POWERS. If the gentleman has the conference report 
before him and will turn to page 6, about three-quarters of the 
way down the page, he will find this language: 

Strike out tho word "not," in line 31 of the bill, and in place of the lan
guage stricken out by tae amendment insert the words "except such as 
may have been incurred for wages or supplies in the operation of the prop
erty purchased." 

rHere the hammer fell. J 
Mr. POWERS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent fo1· a 

moment more. 
The SPEAKER. How much time does the. gentleman desire? 
Mr. POWER!:;. I will ask for ten minutes more. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vermont asks unanimoU& 

consent that he be allowed. ten minutes more. Is there objection? 
1\fr. BARRETT. I will not object, Mr. Speaker, provided the 

gentleman will allow ten minutes to a.nybody on this side who 
may desire to reply to him. 

Mr. POWERS. I will make no objection toanyrequestof that 
kind. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request of-the gen
tleman from Vermont? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. POWERS. Now, then, Mr. Speaker, it seems to me that 

this House ought not to be taken off its feet by the clamor of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, who, I suppose, represents some 
of the secm·ity holders in some enterprise antagonistic to the. 
rights of these purchasers. I do not know whom he represents. 
He professes to be loaded down with information.-infoTmation 
that there is some great rascalityin this proposition. Now, I ask 
the good sense of this House to examine the proposition. Gen
tlemen on this floor are capable of judging for themselves whether 
the language of this- bill, read carefully, read as sensible men 
would read language, carries anything in it that threat&ns the 
rights or the property interests of any body of people on the face 
of the earth. There is not a word susceptible of such construction. 

But the gentleman comes here with his charges that there is 
'' something rotten in Denmark." Has· he proved anything of that 
kind? The man who gets up on the floor of this House and states 
that a proposition is loaded down with iniquity is bound to prove. 
his proposition. How has the gentleman proved it? He has proved 
it, he says, by citing a circular letter addressed to the security 
holders of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad Company 
in which they are invited to attend a meeting to be held in New 
York yesterday to confirm a proposition fur the sale of the At
lantic and Pacific Railroad Company to the Atchison, Topeka. 
and Santa Fe Company. Well, is there anything criminal about 

. that? 1 put i.t to the good sense of eveL-y man here, is there any
thing criminal in th& proposition of these pooT bondholders who 
are struggling to get something out of the p1·operty in which they 
h~ve buried their money by sellin~ it out to a corporation tlrat 
can buy and pay for it; and if they sell a bond of the par value of 
$100 for 5 cents, have we any right or obligation to inquire into it, 
provided they see in the sale something that probably will be a 
benefit to them? 

That is the simple proposition made by the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, which he says shows "the Africarn in the wood 
pile'' in this transaction. T.here is no ''African in the wood pHe," 
so far as this committee is aware. We have prepal'·ed a. bill hera 
which on its face, in its letter, and in its spirit works out substa-n
tial justice and right to ev-erybody intere ted in this propel_'ty. 
And if a_nybody has come here representing any secret inte1·est, if 
any Massa.chusetts interests are involved in this matter, they are 
not involved in the direction of the public good. As was sug
gested by the gentleman from Oklahoma, all the iniquity that has 
ever been practiced on the line of the Atlantic and Pacific Rail
road dates from the city of Boston and its immediate environ
ment. There is where the men live who wreck railroads. There 
is where the money comes from that creates all the rascality that 
the gentleman is scolding about. And, sir, it has been said many 
and many times that "it is a dirty bird that fouls· its own. nest." 
[Laughter and applause.] 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I do not stand here to criticise the action of · 
:Massachusetts. Massachusetts has furnished toe much talent, 
too much respectability, too much honor to the great Republic 
under which we live foT me to undertake anything of that kind. 
She furnished two Presidents~ the older and the younger Adams. 
But, Mr. Speaker, we are forced to admit that they are both dead. 
[Laughter.] She furnished to us the greatest lawyer, the greatest 
statesman, the most magnificent expounder of our organic law 
that ever lived-Daniel Webster. But, sad as it may seem, Daniel 
Webster is dead. [Laughter.] She furnished us the most classic, 
the most learned and erudite statesman that ever sat in the halls 
of Congress-Charles Sumner. But, alas! Charle~Sumner is dead. 
[Laughter.] And we are to-day left only to bask in the sunshine 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts who has come here to Con
gress recently by a strong vote of his constituents to learn how to 
do right and practice righteousne s in the ways- of legislation. 

·He is not content to go to work and try to accomplish something 
for the public good; but he stands here as a censor upon the 
doirrgs of this body. Why, Mr. Speaker, I have the greatest re
spect for him and his abilities. I have known him for many 
years. He might be one of the most useful men on this floor, but 
the trouble with. him is he assumes that there' is nothing on this 
floor that is worth respecting. He came here to shed light. He 
knew that this was a chaos of darkness when he came. He was 
born Mr. Speaker, to be a rose~ with the destiny of blooming and 
blushing upon this floor, but hlirfatehas been to wither and waste 
his beauty on a desert air. [Laughter and applause.] 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I desire simply to have this House examine 
this bill on its merits. If the bill has in. it the elements of intrin
sic· justice to these poor bondholders who have put -their money 
into this property thinking they were going to make a. good in
vestment and get good returns and have been disappointed, do not 
turn them away from the doors of Congress under a provision 
that unless they will surrender a. part of their mortgage security 
they shall have no right to reorganize. That is not a proposition 
that sensible men can eve1: present to an intelligent body for pur
poses of legislation. 

This bill, as I have already said, Mr. Speaker, morA than once, 
meets the approval of the. security owners of this property. If it 
be opposed by anybody, it is opposed by some secret influence that 
has not shown itself UI>On the floor of the House. No intere t has 
ever come befOI"e the committee hav;ing charge of the measure in 
either House to oppose it. It has been approved by everybody in 
interest. The people on the line of the road are longing to have the 
much-promised road to the Pacific completed; and notwithstand
ing that fact, men stand up here and scold about the security 
holders and other matters, and reflect sometimes severely upon 
gentlemen who do favor the bill, when their objections ha.-e noth
ing whatever to do with the road itself. The people all want the 
road constructed; and, a'S I have said, the security holders are all 
satisfied with this settlement. The basis of the agreement is made 
in justice, and works out justice to all. The bill is in accOTdance 
with precedents you have. each one of you many and many a time 
on the floor of this House admitted by your action here. 

Now, 1\ir. Speaker, unless some other gentleman desires· to be 
hearcl further upon this question, I will ask the House to come to 
a vote upon it. 

Mr. BARRETT. :Mr. Speaker, when I had the temerity to rise 
in the House thi& morning I suggested to the House that soma 
old and wise member of this body whose head is silvered over 
with gray, and whose legal reputation far outf'pans the narrow 
confines of his own State. would J?Tobably find something humor
ow~ in the position taken by those who did not agree with them on 
this particular question. I did not think. however, that that would 
be the-case with my friend from Vermont [Ur. PowERs] or that 
humorous remarks were to come from him with reference to those 
who differed with him on this question, for I thought he at-leas~ 
would. remember the delicacy of his position by reason of the fact 
that I submitted to him this very proposition when the matter 
was under discussion in the House on the 15th day of December 

'· 

;. 
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last, and he said then that it was entirely satisfactory to him. 
The amendment was submitted to him before it was presented to 
the House on. the 15th day of December, and I repeat he said that 
he accepted it. So his argument to-day, Mr. Speaker, seems as if 
it must have comefromsomefurther conferences than those which 
he had on that occasion, and from some other source than gentle
men on this floor. 

I propose before I get through to reply to the suggestions made 
by him. I do not believe in personalities on the floor of the House, 
but in view of the fact that the gentleman has seen proper to refer 
to me as being "interested" in the matter, I propose to draw a 
parallel which I think the gentleman will be able to understand. 
He has introduced personalities; I shall refer to them as slightly 
as possible. 

I wish simply to say first that the only matter in which I am 
especially interested includes amendments 3 and 4. This road is 
about to pass, as I have already stated, into the hands of the 
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe road. In return for 10,600,000 
this road-that is to say, the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe-- will 
receive $16,000,000 of the first-mortgage bonds of the company, 
with the right to issue without consideration a large amount of 
stock. I took it for granted that the amendment which regulated 
that issue would receive the 3anction of the chairman of the com
mittee, since it had met his approval in December last. Various 
attempts have been made, Mr. Speaker, to obscure the issue that 
is presented tv-day, but the fact remains the same, and the House 
must vote upon it. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, my friend from Vermont has intimated to 
the House that .I am actuated by motives other than those of the 
public good in my opposition to this scheme; in other words, that 
I am 1·epresenting some security holders who are opposed to this 
transaction. 

I can state to the House and to the gentleman that not a single 
security holder of any character or description or of any kind 
whatever has ever spoken to me on the subject. The only gentle
men up to to-day with whom !have conversed were my friend and 
colleague, Mr. MooDY, from Massachusetts, and my friend and 
associate, Judge PowERs, of Vermont, of the committee. My col
league, Mr. MoODY, and myself did, in December last, prepare and 
present the amendment to the gentleman from Vermont, and it 
was then accepted by him. Yesterday Mr. MoODY and I still fur
ther conferred on this subject, and we came to the conclusion that 
this change which had been made by the conference committee 
Gimply authorized an additional issue of $12,000,000 worth of 
stock, which represents no value whatever. 

Now, if nobody ever came to me on this sb.bject, why was I 
interested? · I will tell you. I had the honor-and I esteem' it a 
great honor-to serve ill the legislature of Massachusetts, and in 
that body, while I was a member of it, we passed some very im
portant legislation regulating security issues by corporations. It 
met not only with the approval of all the people of Massachusetts, 
but with the approval of all public writers everywhere. I have 
not, by coming here, forgotten the lessons that I learned there; 
and when I found pending here a proposition which in Massachu
setts would be illegal and everywhere would be esteemed by most 
men as questionable, to authorize a corporation to issue millions 
upon millions of stock without any value whatever behind it, I 
took occasion, as I had a right to do, in spite of my being in my 
first term in Congress, to advocate an amendment regulating the 
matter. 

Now, that is where my interest lies in this matter, and I defy 
any man whatevertop'rove in any way whatever that any person 
whatever, under any guise or form whatever, has ever spoken a 
single word or addressed a single communication to me on this sub
ject except my friend Mr. MooDY and my friend Judge PowERS. 

I did this morning think it was rather strange that, having ad
vocated an amendment which the gentleman from Vermont had 
then accepted, and he having now reported to emasculate it, he 
would not allow me a few moments for debate-which he tried to 
cut off by the previous question-to express my views on the sub
ject. Surprised? No, I was not surprised. I have noticed since 
my arrival in this Congress that my friend from Vermont is 
chairman of the Committee on Pacific Railroads, and I have 
seen that, as chairman of that committee, no proposition, how
ever unfavorable to the interests of the Government of the 
United States and however advantageous to the railroad corpo
rations with which it has relations, has failed toreceivehis hearty 
and constant support. · 

Talk about my representing interested parties! Do you remem
ber the debate that went on here a few weeks ago, when a propo
sition came up here which was called the Huntington funding 
bill? Have you forgotten that debate? Was not the grave state
ment made that that bill did .not fairly protect the interests of 
the Government? And yet my friend from Vermont was the gen
tleman who reported it and the gentleman who advocated it. Did 
not the House reject it by an overwhehcing majority? It hardly 
comes with ·good grace for the gentleman from Vermont toques-

tion the motives of a member who is advocating a policy formally 
adopted by his Commonwealth as against the advantage of a great 
railroad corporation. 

He talks about Massachusetts men as having wrecked raih·oads. 
Why, Mr. Speaker, Massachusetts men are the last men to want to 
wreck railroads. M assachqsetts men, by the hard work of their 
arms and heads, accumulate by industry and labor capital which 
they strive to invest, not to have it wrecked, but to have it pro
tected, and Massachusetts men have been trying through all these 
hard times, by contributions and by surrender of interest and 
dividends, to protect and maintain what they have accumulated, 
and not in any way to strike down or to wreck. The corporation 
laws of Massachusetts, thoroughly imbued with the idea of mak
ing investments safe and permanent, are so perfect that they are 
the models of all the other Commonwealths of this country. In 
no States in the Union are property and the rights of the individual 
investors so carefully guarded from being wrecked as in the State 
of Massachusetts. 

But bow is it with the gentleman from Vermont? He alludes 
to me with withering sarcasm as having come here and withered 
away. I may have withered away. I never eame here with very 
much to wither. I am still a young man, and I had no great rep
utation, except the reputation, if it may be called a reputation, 
of having served in my local legislature. I trust I shall never 
serve so long as to try to cover a bad case by an attempt at ridi
cule of a new member who is trying to do his duty. My friend 
came here with the record of a long term of service on the supreme 
bench of Vermont. What is the record of that court? Does it 
justify his attack on my State? Ask any honest man in New 
England who, led by false statements and interested assertions, 
invested his hard-earned money in the secm·ities of the Central 
Vermont Railroad, and who has it taken from him by decisions 
which have never been approved by any other judicial tribunal 
on earth, what he thinks of Vermont railroad wrecking. To-day 
the Central Vermont Railroad, under the decisions of the suprema 
court of Vermont, is a synonym for all the quintessence of rail
road wrecking. Let him indeed talk to me about Massachusetts 
men " wrecking railroads! " 

Mr. GROUT. Will the gentleman yield? 
Mr. BARRETT. I will get through, and then you can answer 

me. Yes; I will yield to my friend. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Massachusetts has the 

floor. 
Mr. BARRETT. I said I was perfectly willing to yield. 
Mr. GROUT. It seems to me that we had better not have the 

war of the States over again. 
Mr. BARRETT. I did not inaugurate this war. The members 

of the House know that. The. war was made by the gentleman's 
colleague upon Massachusetts men as being wreckers of railroads, 
and I say--

Mr. GROUT. Itseems to me, further, it is out of order. 1 risa 
to a point of order. 

The SPEAKER. One moment. 
Mr. GROUT. That is, when a member is speaking in this 

House he can not put in question the dignity and integrity of the 
courts of any of the States. 

Mr. BARRETT. This is not to come out of my time. 
Mr. GROUT. I say that the gentleman has no right in this 

place to make a deliberate attack upon the judiciary of any State. 
Mr. BARRETT. Why, Mr. Speaker-
Mr. GROUT. I repudiate what the gentleman says absolutely 

as false. 
The SPE.AKER. The gentleman from Vermont must confine 

himself to the point of order. 
The Chair hardly thinks a member can be declared out of order 

on a question of that kind. 
Mr. BARRETT. I do not object to the ridicule that has been 

heaped upon me and the comparison made with Daniel Webster 
and other great men of .Massachusetts. It is not funny and not 
killing. But when the charge is made against Massachusetts of 
railroad wrecking-of Massachusetts, whose laws, whose courts, 
and whose people have always stood strong and steadfast against 
railroad wrecking-is dragged in here for the sake of producing 
prejudice in this House, I propose to have it umlerstood that the 
greatest illustration of railroad wrecking known in all the annals 
of New England is the case of the Central Vermont Railroad, 
which, under a receivership conducted by the supreme court of 
Vermont, was about the biggest stench in the nostrils of honest 
men ever recorded in this country. Let anyone dispute that! 

Mr. GROUT. I dispute it, Mr. Speaker. (Laughter.l It is 
false, and absolutely so. [Laughter.] Will the gentleman allow 
me to make a statement? [Cries of "Go on!" to Mr. BARRETT.] 
·Mr. BARRETT. I will allow the gentleman from Vermont 

time if I can have the same amount of time. 
Mr. GROUT. Those decisions were rendered by a court which 

were elected annually until the recently changed constitution of 
the State. But since then they are biennially elected, and all the 
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judges of the supreme court were repeatedly reelected without 
opposition. I say that no decision such as stated by the gentleman 
could have been made by that court and not be challenged by the 
people of that State, and especially by their representatives, when 
the judges came up for reelection. The decisions of the supreme 
court in the Central Vermont Railroad matter are in accordance 
with the decisions in all the States. If those decisions had been a 
stench in the nostrils of all decent men, as stated by the gentleman, 
they could hardly be in accordance with decided cases in other 
States, and I assert that they are. :( can not present in detail the 
facts and the law of those decisions, but an analysis of them would 
aosolutely refute the statement of the gentleman; and it seems 
remarkable to me that he should impute d.ishonora ble and dishonest 
motives to a judicial tribunal of any State. 

Mr. BARRETT. Mr. Speaker, I impugn the motives of no 
tribunal. I said, when the gentleman from Vermont raised a 
question of railroad wrecking, that I referred to a fact that is 
known to all intelligent men in New England, that of all the rail· 
road wrecks that were ever made through decisions, carried 
through series of years in the Supreme Court of the United 
States--

Several MEMBERS. Vermont. 
Mr. BARRETT. Vermont. Thegreatestillustrationwasin the 

case of the Central Vermont Railroad, which for a period of 
twenty years dragged its slow length through legal meshes of com
plication, while the honest investors in that property were de
prived of their investments by the men who managed it under the 
management of the supreme court. The road became known in 
that connection wherever railroad management or mismanage
ment was ever discussed. I do not question the legislature of 
Vermont; I impugn the motives of no member of that court; but 
I do say you can not go into Vermont and find one lawyer out of 
fom·who will not say that the record made in connection with the 
Central Railroad litigation was one in which the honest sons of 
the Green Mountain State had cause to blush. 

Mi-. GROUT . • Will the gentleman permit a question? [Cries 
of' Go on!" to Mr. BARRETT.] 

Mr. BARRETT. I will yield to the gentleman. 
Mr. GROUT. Did the Vermont court make any decision from 

which an appeal would not lie to the Supreme Court of the United 
States? 

Mr. BARRETT. Mr. Speaker, I am not a lawyer; I can not 
answer his question; but I know that the State of Vermont was 
agitated and torn so that families were rent asunder, all politics 
divided on raih·oad lines, and at times men were in fear of bodily 
violence because they dared to take issue with the railroad bosses of 
that period. Talk about the legislature of Vermont! I will say 
in all kindness that the majority of t~at body, I am afraid, when 
they elected judges and other officers, were not unmindful of the 
fact that the great railroad corporations were the parties who 
controlled the politics of the State. And that legislature, within 
my memory, refused to reelect a judge who had honored the 
supreme bench for years, simply because he had fallen lmder the 
displeasure of the railroads. 

Mr. Speaker, I love Vermont. I lived there two years. 
Mr. GROUT. The gentleman has a strange' way of showing 

his love for Vermont. [Laughter.] 
Mr. BARRETT. I repeat, Mr. ·Speaker, I love Vermont. I 

lived there for two years, and I would not say, unless provoked, a 
word in criticism of her. But I love Massachusetts better, and 
when you place Massachusetts and Vermont side by side, when 
you compare the judiciary of those two States, when you com
pare the record for railroad management of those States, when 
you contrast the records and the traditions of Vermont and of 
Mas,sachusetts, let me say that it comes with very ill grace for 
an y man from Vermont to attempt to throw mud upon Massachu
setts, as my friend Mr. PowERs has done. 

It would be an act of recreancy if any son of Massachusetts
even though he be so poor and unimportant as my friend from 
Vermont from his elevation of long service pictures me-it would 
be an act of recreancy did he not hold up his hand and raise his 
voice in humble eulogy of his State, whose judicial decisions have 
never been called in question, but r ank in the minds of all law
yers with those of the Supreme Court of the United States, and 
whose legislation regarding the control of corporations is a beacon 
light to legislators here and elsewhere. [Applause.] 

Mr. POWERS. Mr. Speaker, unless some gentleman desires to 
occuvy further time, I will ask for the previous question. 

The previous question was ordered. 
The question being taken on agreeing to the conference report, 

the Speaker declared the ayes seemed to have it. 
Several members called for a division. 
Mr. BAILEY. Mr. Speaker, we shall save time by taking the 

yeas and nays at once. I ask for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Pending the roll call, 
Mr. BARRETT. Mr. Speaker, I wish to make a parliamentary 

inquiry which I want members to hear. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 
Mr. BARRETT. I want to ask the Speaker whether, if this 

report is rejected, it will not then be in order to move to instruct 
the committee in further conference to insist upon the amend-
ments of the House? 

The SPEAKER. -It will be, if the House insists upon its amend-
ments and asks for a conference. The Clerk will call the roll. 

The question was taken; and there were-yeas 71, nays 142, not 
voting 14.2; as follows: 

YEAS-71. 
Apsley, Fischer, Kir k:patrick, 
Arnold, R. I. Foote. Lefever, 
Avery, Gillet, N.Y. Leonard, 
Bartholdt, Grosvenor, Long, 
Belknap, Grout, Mahon, 
Bell, Tex. Grow, Miller, Kans. 
Bennett, Halterman, Miller, W. Va. 
Blue, Harrison, Minor, Wis. 
Brewstehl: Hartman, Mitchell, 
Burton, o. Henry, Conn. Noonan, 
Calder head, ifllburn, Northway. 
Curtis, Kans. Patterson, 
Curti'>, N.Y. Hubbard, Payne, 
Daniels. Hunter, Powers, 
Ellis, Hurley, Quigg, 
Evans, Jenkins, Russell, Conn. 
Fairchild, Johnson. Cal. Smith, ill. 
Faris, Kerr, Southard, 

NAYS-142. 
Abbott, Doolittle, Kyle, 
Allen, Miss. Ellett, Lacey, 
Anderson, Erdman, Latimer, 
Andrews, Fenton, Lawson, 
Atwood, Foss, Layton, 
Bailey, Gamble, Leighty, 
Baker. Kans. Gibson, Lewis, 
Baker. N.H. Graff, Linney, 
Barham, Griffin, Linton, 
Barrett, Hag-er, Little, 
Bartlett, Ga. Hamer, Nebr. Livingston, 
Bell, Colo. Hall, Low, 
Bishop, Hardy, Maddox, 
Black. Harris, Martin, 
Bowers, Hart, McCall, Tenn, 
Buck, Hatch, McClearr, Minn. 
Bull, Hemenway, McCornnck. 
Catchings, Henderson, McCreary, Ky. 
Clardy, Hendrick, McCulloch, 
Clark, Iowa Henry, Ind. McDearmon, 
Codding, Hilborn, McEwan, 
Colson, Hitt, McLachlan, 
Conno~, Howard, McLaurin, 
Cook, is. Howe, McRae\ 
Cooke, ill. Howell, MeikleJOhn, 
Cooper, Tex. Hulick, Mercer, 
Cco~r, Wis. Ruling, Miles, 
Cor· s, Hull, ~~J~h, Cox, Hyde, 
Crisp, Johnson, Ind. Moody, 
Crowther, J ohru:;on, N. D. Morse, 
Culberson, Jones, Neil, 
Danford, Kern, Ogden, 
DeArmond, Kiefer, Otey, 
Dinsmore, Kleberg, Ot.ien, 
Dolliver, Knox, Overstreet, 

NOT VOTING-142. 
Acheson, Crump, Loud, 
Adams, Cummings, Loudenslager, 
Aitken, Cm·tisJ Iowa Maguire, 
Aldrich, T. H. Dalzell, Mahany, 
Aldrich, W. F. Dayton, Marsh, 
Aldrich, ill. Denny, McCailil Mass. 
Allen, Utah De Witt, McCle an, 
Arnold, Pa. Dinglf\y, McClure, 
Babcock, Dockery, McMillin, 
Baker, Md. Dovener, Meredith, 
Bankhearl, Draper, Meyer, 
Barney, Eddy, M illik:en, 
Bartlett, N.Y. Fitzgerald, Miner, N.Y. 
Beach, Fletcher, Money, 
Berry, Fowler, Moses, 
Bingham, Gardner, Mozley, 
Boatner, Gillett, Mass. Murphy, 
Boutelle, Goodwyn, Murray, 
Broderick, Griswold, Newlands, 
Bromwell., Hadley, Odell . . 
Brosius, Hanly, Pearson, 
Brown, Harmer, Pendleton, 
Brumm, Heatwole, Phillips, 
Burrell, Heiner, Pa. Pickler, 
Blll'ton, Ohio Hermann, Poole, 
Cannon, Hicks, Price, 
(,'bickering, Hooker, Prince, 
Clark, Mo. Hopkins, Pugh, 
Clarke, Ala. Huff, Raney, 
Cobb, Hutcheson. Ray, 
Cockrell, Joy, Reeves, 
Coffin, Kendall, Reyburn, 
Cooper, Fla. Kulp, Richardson, 
Oousins, Leisenring, Rinaker, 
Cowen, Lester, Robinson, Pa. 
Crowley, Lorimer, Rusk. 

Sperry, 
Stone, 0. W. 
Stone, W. A. 
Sulloway. 
Sulzer, 
Taft, 
Tawney, 
Tayler. 
Thomas, 
Trace;:, 
Van "\ om·his, 
Wads worth, 
Walker, Mass. 
Watson, Ohio 
Wellington, 
Willis, 
Wright. 

Owens, 
Parker, 
Perkins, 
Pitney, 
Robertson, La. 
Royse, 
Sauerhering, 
'Sayers, 
Scranton, 
Shuford, 
Skinner, 
Snover, 
Spalding, 
Sparkman, 
Stallings, 
Steele. 
Stewart. N. J. 
Stewart, Wis. 
Stokes, 
Strowd, N.C. 
_Talbert, 
Tate, 
Terry, 
Trace well, 
Tucker. 
Tyler, 
UpdToaff, 
Van orn, 
Washington, 
White, 
Wilson, S.C. 
Wood, 
Woodard, 
Woodman. 

Russell, Ga. 
Settle, 
Shafroth, 
Shannon, 
Shaw, 
Sherman, 
Simpkins1 Smith, MICh. 
Sorg, 
Southwick, 
Spencer, 
Stahle, 
Stephenson, 
Strait, 
Strode, Nebr. 
Strong, 
Swanson, 
Thorp, 
Towne, 
Treloall. 
Turner, Ga. 
Turner, Va. 
Walker, Va. 
Wanger, 
Warner, 
Watson, Ind. 
Wheeler, 
Wilber, 
Williams, 
Wilson, Idaho 
Wilson, N.Y. 
Wilson, Ohio 
Woomer, 
Yoakum. 

The following-named members were announced as paired until 
further notice: _ _ . 

Mr. WARNER with Mr. WILLIAMS. 
Mr. DRAPER with Mr. CowEN. 
Mr. SIMPKINS with Mr. FITZGERALD. 
Mr. DOVENER ·with Mr. CLARKE of Alabama. 
Mr. AITKEN with Mr. SORG. 
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Mr. HANLY with Mr. MosEs. 
Mr. DINGLEY with Mr. McMILLIN. 
Mr. PICKLER with Mr. MnmR of New York, 
l\11·. BINGHAM with Mr. DOCKERY. 
Mr. HARMER with Mr. BANKHEAD. 
For this day: 
1\!r. EDDY with 1\Ir. RICHARDSON. 
Mr. SMITH of Michigan with Mr. McCLELLAN. 
Mr. HEATWOLE with Mr. STRAIT. 
Mr. HERMANN with Mr. DE rNY. 
1\fr. WILLIAM F. ALDRICH with Mr. SHAW. 
Jlli'. W ATSO .. of Indiana with 1\Ir. MEYER. 
Mr. REYBURN with Mr. BERRY. 
Mr. KULP with 1\lr. CUMMINGS. 
·M.r. LEISEXRING with Mr. 1\UGUIRE. 
Mr. CAN TON with Mr. TuRNER of Georgia. 
1\fr. HOPKINS with Mr. HUTCHESON. 
Mr. WANGER with Mr. LESTER. 
1\Ir. DALZELL with Mr. COBB: 
Mr. GRISWOLD with Mr. SPENCER. 
1\lr. WILSO.c of New York with Mr. SWANSON. 
Mr. ·MAHANY with Mr. BOATNER. 
Mr. TRELOAR with Mr. KENDALL. 
:Mr. WILBER with Mr. Mo~'"EY. 
1\ir. WOOMER with ::i\Ir. RUSK. 
Mr. CLARK of 1\Ii.,souri with Mr. WHEELER. 
Mr. BORRELL with Mr. RUSSELL of Georgia, 
Mr. MOZLEY with Mr. BLACK. 
1\l r. STEPHENSON with Mr. YOAKUM. 
On this question: 
1\fr. BROMWELL with Mr. HH~KS. 
l\1r. McMILLIN. Mr. Speaker, I desire to withdraw my vote, 

asifindiampaired with the gentleman from Maine, Mr. DINGLEY. 
1\ir. HICKS. I am paired with the gentleman from Ohio, Mr. 

BR01IWELL. 
Mr. DOCKERY. I am paired with the gentleman from Penn

sylvania, Mr. Br. GRAM, and withdraw my vote. I wish to an
nounce that if he were present. I would vote ''no." 

~lr. COX. I desire to inquire if my colleague, Mr. RICHARD-
SON, is paired on this vote? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is informed that he is paired. 
The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded. 
1\Ir. BARRETT. Mr. Speaker, I now move that the House in-

sist on its amendment, and ask a further conference· and on that 
l demand the previous question. 

The previous queshon was ordered. 
The question was taken on the motion to insist and ask a fur

ther conference; and it was agreed to. 
Mr. BARRETT. I now offer the following resolution of in-

structions. 
Mr. THOMAS. I demand the regular order. 
Mr. BARRETT. This is the regular order. 
The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the instructions offered 

by the gentleman from Massachusetts. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Resolved, That in the- opinion of the Honse itS conferees on the bill 8.1832, 

"An act to define the rights of P.nrcha-sersnndermortgagesanthorized by an 
act of Congre s approved April 20, lii71, concerning the Atlantic and Pacific 
Railroad Company," shonldmsist on striking out Senate amendments Nos.3, 
4, 5, 6, and 7. 

Mr. POWERS. I think, Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from Mas
sachu etts has misconceived the scope of the report. I suppose 
he means to insist on the House amendments. These are House 
amendments stricken out by the Senate. 

Mr. BARRETT. I did not dl·aw the resolution myself, but sup
posed, from the source it came from, that it was right. But I will 
amend the resolution and offer it in the amended form. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the resolution as amended. 
The Clerk read a.s follows: 
Resolved, That in the opinion of the Honse its conferees on Senate billl832, 

"An act to define the rights of em·chasers under mortgages authorized by an 
act of Congre s approved April 20, l!l71. concerning tho Atlantic aL.d Pacific 
Railroad Company," should insist on the House amendments numbered 3, 4, 
5, 6, 7. 

Mr. TERRY. I offer the following amendment to the instruc
tions proposed by the gentleman from Massachusetts: 

The Clerk read as follows: 
And the conferees on the part of the House are further instructed to insist 

upon a provision-

1\Ir. BARRETT. Mr. Speaker, I demand the previous question. 
The SPEAKER. But the gentleman from Arkansas has offered 

an amendment, and was recognized for that purpose before the 
demand was made. The Clerk will report the amendment to the 
instructions. 

Mr. BARRETT. But I called the previous question when I 
offered the resolution. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman did not move it in time. 

Mr. BARRETT. I think the Chair misconceived my statement. 
I asked for the previous question when I first got up. 

Mr. BAILEY. Mr. Speaker, I submit that the gentleman can 
not insist on a demand for the previous question that neither the 
Chair nor the House has heard. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair did not hear the demand for the 
previous question. 

1\Ir. BARRETT. I made the request, ],\Ir. Speaker. · 
The SPEAKER. The Chair, of course, must take the word of 

the gentleman. . 
Mr. WILLIS. I can testify that the gentleman made the mo-

tion, for I heard it. · 
Mr. TERRY. The gentleman made themotion fortheprevious 

question on his motion that the House insist on its disagreement, 
and ask a further conference, but not on the other. 

Mr. BARRETT. I made it on both, I am satisfied. 
_ The SPEAKER. The matter is easy of correction. If the House 
desires further instruction, it can vote down the previous ques· 
tion. 

The question was taken on ordering the previous question; and 
on a division there were-ayes 39, nays 82. 

So the demand for the previous que::stion was rejected. 
Mr. TERRY. Now, Mr. Speaker, :roffer the amendment I send 

to the desk as additional instructions to the conferees. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
The conferees on the part of the House are further instructed to insist 

upon a provision to secure the payment of all debt , demand. , and liabilities 
which were due or owing by the old company which were eontJ:·acted, accrued, 
or were incurred or are due or owing for tickets and freight balances, or for 
wages, work, labor, materials, machinery, fixtures, and supplies of every 
kind and char~ter done, performed, or furrushed in the repau, equipment 
operation, or extension of said road and its branches. and allliabilitie incurred 
by said old company in the transportation of freight and passenger . includ
ing damages for injuries to employees or other persons, and to property, 
which have accrued or upon which suit had been brought or wa pending, or 
judgment rendered, within twelve months prior to the appointment of a 
receiver or receivers in the foreclosure proceeding or since the appointment 
of any such receiver. 

Mr. TERRY. I suppose debate is in order. • 
The SPEAKER. Debate is in order. 
Mr. TERRY. As this amendment is rather long. I wish to 

state its effect. It proposes to extend the provision of the bill so 
as to cover operating expenses, wages, materil:ll furnished. and work 
done, and also injuries to perso~ or property, within twelve months 
prior to the appointment of a receiver. It does not go back of 
that; but it applies also to such claims arising since the appoint· 
mentof a receiver. 

The question being taken, the amendment was agreed to; there 
being-ayes 71, noes 38. 

The SPEAKER. The question is now upon agreeing to the 
proposed instructions as amended. 

The question was decided in the affirmative. 
Mr. BARRETT. I move that the various votes taken on this 

question be reconsidered, and that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
MILITARY ACADEMY. APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. I am instructed by the Committee 
on Military Affairs to report back the l\filitary Academy appro
priation bill, with the amendments4:lf the ::;enate. 1 am directed 
to ask that the amendments be nonconcurred in, and that we ask 
a conference with the Senate on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses. 

The SPEAKER. The first question is on agreeing to the amend· 
ments of the Senate. 

The amendments were disagreed to. 
The SPEAKER. The que'tion is now on the motion of the 

gentleman from New York (l\Ir. CURTIS] that a conference with 
the Senate be requested on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The SPEAKER announced the appointment of Mr. CuRTIS of 

New York, Mr. GRIFFIN, and 1\!r. TYLER as conferees on the part 
of the House. 

AGRICULTURAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
1\Ir. WADSWORTH. !move that the Hou e resolve itself into 

Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union for the fur
ther consideration ·of the Agricultural appropriation bill. 

Mr. THOMAS. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. If the House 
should refuse to go into Committee of the Whole on the motion of 
the gentleman from New York [Mr. WADSWORTH). will not the 
unfinished business then be taken up undm· the regular order? 

The SPEAKER. It will be. 
Mr. THOMAS. I hope the motion of the gentleman from New 

York will be vo·ted down. 
The question being taken, there were-ayes 90, noes 52. 
Mr. THOMAS. I call for the yeas and nays. 
Several MEMBERS. Oh, no! 
Mr. THOMAS. Very well; I withdraw the call. 
So the motion of Mr. WADSWORTH was agreed to. 
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. The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union (Mr. PAYNE in the chan~) and 
resumed the consideration of the bill (H. R. 9961) making appro
priatiom~ for the Department of Agriculture for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1898. 

The Clerk read the following: 
DEPARTME~i·T OF AGRICULTURE. 

Office of the Secretary: For compensation of Secretary of Agriculture, 
$8,000; Assistant Secretary of Agriculture, S-1,:">00; chief clerk, wlio shall be 
superintendent of the Department buildings, ~.500; private secretary to the 
Secretary of A(;riculture, ~UOU; stenographer to the Secretary of Agricul· 
tu~:~J.. Sl,400; private secretary to the A&>istant Secretary of Agriculture, 
$1 tiw: one appointment clerk, $2,000; one chief of Supply Division, ;32,000; one 
telegraph and telephone operator, S1.200; one clerk c lass 4-, $J ,800; thr ee clerks 
cl s 3, S-!,!lW; four clerks class 2, Si),GUO; nine clerks class 1, SlU,!IOO; nine clerks 
at ::;1,000 eacli, 5'9,000; five clerks at $MO each, S-t.:!UO; one engineer, who shall 
be captain of the watch, $1,ti00; one fireman, who shall be- steam fitter, $tiUU; 
one assistant fireman, S720; one a.<;sistant fireman, SOW; four night watchmen, 
at S'i:!U each, $2,!:iW; messengers, laborers, mechanics, four day watchmen, and 
charwomen, 5'19,000; in all, :t)87,100. 

I\Ir. HARDY. Mr. Chairman, 1 move to amend by strilring·out 
the last word. . 

Yesterday distinguished Representatives from Ohio arose on 
thif:" floor to defend that great State from certam attacks made 
upon Ohio and Indiana by the governor of Illinois, Mr. Alt6eld. 
In the speecb made by Mr. Altgeld he severely criticised thB 
elections in Ohio and Indiana. But I do not believe that this is 
the place nor the time to • · wash the dh·ty linen" of the politics 
of any State. I stand on this floor to de...end Indiana if she needs 
defense, as Daniel Webster stool in the Senate to defend the State 
of !llassachu etts. "1 will enter upon no encomium upon Indiana. 
She needs none. There she is. Behold her! and judge for your
selves. There is her history. The world knows it by heart." 

But, Mr. Chairman, with permission of the House, I desire to 
occupy the few moments allotted to me to say a few words upon 
the Cuban question. 

:Mr. Chairman, dm·ing the first session of this Congress a con
current resolution was almo3t unanimously adopted by both 
Houses expressive of the-sympathy of the Congress, as representa
tives of the American people, with the patriots of Cuba in the 
heroic struggle in which they were then, and still are, engaged in 
behalf of human liberty and the right of self-government. The 
sentiments expressPd in that resolution received the indorsement 
of a very large majority of the citizens of the United States, and 
was only subjected to criticism because it was not a joint resolu
tion and not stronger in expression. The people of this country 
have watched with deep interest the con test which has been: waged 
in Cuba during the past two years between the patriots and 
their Spanish oppre~sors, and the demand of the people is almost 
unanimous that the time has now arrived for this Government to 
take such action as will stop the shedding of blood, stop the 
slaughterof the innocents by the Spanish barbarians. stop the dev
astation of the fair isle, and secure to Cuba the independence to 
which she is entitled by the laws of God, of justice. and hu•nanity. 

There can be no question a bout the justice of the Cuban rev.:>l u tion. 
~1r. Hazeltine, in the North American Review, in an able article, 
shows that taxation without representation is the Spanish policy 
of government in Cuba. Atnotime has the native Cuban repre
sentation in the Spanish Cortes, a body comprising 430 members, 
ever exceeded six, and has seldom exceeded thTee. With a pop
nlation of 1,600.000, only 9.3 per cent of the population being 
Spaniards, the right of suffrage has been restricted to only 53,000 
inhabitants of the is1a1).d, or about 3 per cent of the population. 
While derued the r ight by the Spanish parliament to exercise any 
voice in the control of her own affairs, Cuba has become the 
"treasure island" of Spain, to be pillaged and robbed at will, 
w hich is done by the mother country imposing enormous budgets 
on the island. 

In 18 OSpain commanded Cuba to furnish her $46,000,000 of rev
enue. In 1833 the budget was reduced to $26,000,000, but only be
cau e the island was unable to meet a greater exaction. In 1Bb0-
the deficit had reached 8"20.000,000; and all the deficits since 18i8 
amount to SlOO,OUO,OOO. With such man~~ement Cuba's debt has 
increased fl·om S'20,00U,OOO in 1868 to 5191J. vJU,OOOwhen the present. 
war broke out in 181)5, and on the 31st of July, 189o, the debt was 
computed to have reached the fabulous sum of $290.000,000, and is 
to-day much greater. The interest on this debt imposes a burden of 
$9. 7~ on each inhabitant. Not a dollar of this enormous debt has 
been spent in Cuba to advance the work of improvement or civil
ization. 

The salaries drawn from Cuba to pay the Spanish rulers of the 
island are shameless and almost incredible in extortion. The 
governor-g~neral of Cuba is given a salary of $50,000 a year, be
sides a palace in Habana and a country house, servants, coaches, 
and a fund ~or secret expenses. The director-general receives a 
salary of 818,500 per annum. The archbishop of Santiago and the 
bishop of Habana get $18,000 each. The commander-general of 
the naval station has $16,393 a year. The general who is second 
in command upon the island and the president of the" Audiencia" 
receive $15,000 each; the governor of Habana and the secretary 

of the general government, $8,000. The major-general gets 87 ,500; 
_brigadie1•-general, $.f,500; the captains of th~ largest m en-of-war 
receive $6,300; the captains of frigates, S-!,560; the government 
clerks 6f the first class obtain s;;.ouo each and those of the second 
class $4,000 each. All of these public functbnar~ e3 receive, in ad
dition to their salaries, free lodgings and domestic service paid by 
the state. 

Under these officials is a. multitude of minor employes, all mu
nificently provided for . Employment by the Spanish Govern
ment in Cuba is far more lucrad ve than-to be an ofticeholder under 
the United States Government at this cap·tal. The minister of 
the colonies, who resides in Madrid, receives a salary of :;,96,800 
a year, which is taken from the treasury of Cuba. Not only are 
these enormous salaries paid t-o the Spanish officia.ls in Cuba, 
but the Cuban treasury has been plundered by the Spanish minis
ters time and time again. As recent as 1~!J2 .Minister Romero 
Robelodo took a million dollars belonging to the Cuban treasury 
from the vaults of the Bank of Spain_ and lent it to the Tra.ns
atlantic Gompany, of which he was a stockholder. When threat
ened with prosecution, he replied that if pros ' cuted, all of his 
predecessors from every po itical party would have to sit beside 
him in the prisoner's dock. In 18~0 it came to light, through a 
debate in the Cortes, that $6,500,000 had been abstra.cted from the 
Caja de Depositos, although the safe was locked with three ke ·s, 
each of which was in possession of a different high Spanish official. 
lt was learned at the same time, that through false vouchers for 
transportation and fictitious bills for provi ions alleged to have 
been furnished during the ten years' war in Cuba. 'the Cu t1an 
treasury had been robbed of 82:3,811,000. Not one of these Spanish 
officials implicated in these robberies of the Cuban tr~asury has 
ever been punished. 

The administratio-n of law in Cu.ba; is a terrible injustice. The 
lives and property of Cubans receive no-protection from the S-panish . 
Government even in times of peace. Personf'l} , a fety is a <lelusion. 
While it is said that executions for political offen es up to the 
opening of · the present rebellion had not taken place since 1878, 
yet it is wen known that the Spanish Government has resorted to 
a simpler method of removing pvli tical offenders-by as ~assina tion. 
The attorneys-general and the presiding judges receive their in
structio-p.s from the go,•ernor-general 's office. Imprisonment with
out warrant and for an indefinite time is common. 

No people yearning for liberty have had better cause than the 
Cubans of to-day. They have a hundred times more nrovocation 
than had the English colonies of America in 1775. The revolution 
has attained a measure of success that deserves to at least be 
recognized as belligerence. [Applause.] In two years the L'ubnn 
insurgents have overrun and continue- to hold a greater portion 
of the island, while the Spanish control no considerable section of 
the island outsjde of the seaports and a few strongly fortified 
towns= in the interior. The r ecognition of the Cubans as belliger
ents ,-.;rould be in strict conformity with the policy of our Govern
ment. James Monroe acted upon a principle propounded by him
self when he declared that-

• As soon as the movement assumes such a steady and consistent form as to 
make the success of the province probable, the rights to which they were 
entitled by the law of nations as equal parties in a civil war have been 
extended to them. 

Again, in a dispatch dated September 20, 1836, and addressed by 
Mr. Forsyth, Secretary of State, to the Mexican plenipotentiary in 
Washington, the habitual attitude of our GoveTnment toward 
Spanish-American revolutionists is thus defined: 

It is a w:ell·kn_own fact that the vesse~s of the South American provinces 
were admitted mto the ports of the Uruted States under tbeir own or any 
other flags from the com:men~ent of the revolution; and it is equally true 
that throughout the vanous mVIl contest'! that have taken place at different 
periods among the states which sprang from r evolution the ve sels of each of 
the contending parti-es have been alike permitted to enter the ports of this 
country. It has never bee-n held necessary, as a preliminary to the extension 
of tho rights of hospitality to either, that the chances of the war should be 
balanced and the probability of eventual success enterta.ined. For this pur
posE\ it has- been deemed sufficient that the party has declared its independ· 
ence and was at the time actually maintaining it. , 

Another application of this principle was made in the case of 
Texas. The Texans declared th~ir independence from .Mexico on 
March 2, 1836. This was signed by but sixty men, of whom only 
two were of Mexic~n nationality. Nevertheless, just six months 
afterwards the Umted States recognized the belljgerent rights of 
the Texans by proclaiming the neutrality of the United States in 
the contest between them and Mexico. · 

Why, in view of well-established prece::lents, should this Gov
ernment longer hesitate to r ecognize the belligerency of Cuba? It 
can not be longer said that war does not exist on the island because 
we admit the existence of war when om· southern coast is patrolled 
by United States cruisers to stop the infractioi;l of the neutrality 
laws. Until we recognize the existence of a state of war in Cuba 
we can not be neutral. Diplomats and American statesmen who 
are inspired in their opposition to recognition by the wines and 
cigar~ con~u~ed while their legs cross under the mahogany of the 
Sp~msh mm1ster can no longer make the p F3ople believe that Spain 
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is merely engaged in the pastime of chasing down "a few ma
rauding bands of Cuban bandits." We must not forget that Spain 
has shipped to Cuba since 1\iarch, 1895, a dozen great expeditions, 
aggregating nearly 150,000 troops , officered by over 10,000 skilled 
soldiers; also 170,000 magazine rifles, hundreds of pieces of field 
artillery, and over 75,000,000 cartridges. Besides, Weyler bas 
under arms a "volunteer" corps, mostly Spaniards, of 50,000 r esi
dents of Cuba. The battle of Gettysburg presented no better evi
dence of the existence of war in our own fair land than does the 
presence of Weyler and his 200,000 soldiers in Cuba. War does 
exist in Cuba-terrible, cruel, relentless, bloody war-a war of 
oppression on the side of Spain against as brave and patriotic a 
people as ever wielded a sword in behalf of just ice and human 
liberty. 

Our commercial interests, the interests of humanity, the well
defined principles of the :Monroe doctrine, and the patriotic desire 
that is found in the heart of every American citizen to see the 
dominion of Spain cease to exist on the Western Continent and 
the isles adjacent thereto demand that the great power of our 
Government be extended to the Cuban heroes who are struggling 
to estn.blish upon their fair island home a government founded, 
like ou:r own, upon principles of universal liberty. [Applause.] 

In 1823 John Quincy Adams, then Secretary of State, in instruc
tions to our minister at 1\iadrid, said: 

Those islands, from their local position, are natural appendages of the 
Nort h American continent\ and one of them (Cuba), which IS almost in sight 
of our sh or es, from a multitude of considerations, has become an objP-ct of 
trenscendent importance to the commercial and political interests of our 
Union. Its commanding position with refPrence to the Gulf of Mexico and 
the W est Indian seas ; the character of its population; its situation midwa y 
b etween our southern coasts and the Island of Santo Domingo; its safe and 
capacious harbor of the Habana, fronting a. long line of our shores destitute 
of the same advantages; the nature of its productions and of its wants, fur
nishing the supplies and needing the returns of a. commerce immensely prof
itable and mutually beneficial-all these things give it an importance in the 
sum of our national interests with which that of no other foreign territory 
can be comJ!ared, and little inferior to that which binds the different mem
bers of the Union together. Such, indeed, are between the int.erests of that 
island and of this country-the geographical, commercial, moral, and political 
relations-gathering in the process of time and even now verging to maturity, 
that, in looking forward to the probable course of events for the short period 
of h alf a century, it is scarcely possible to resist the conviction that the annex
ation of Cuba. to our Republic will be indispensable to the continuance and 
integrity of the Union itself. 

If for no other reason, humanity demands that blood should 
cease to flow in Cuba. The world knows well the character of the 
Spanish people; educated from infancy to the horrors and cruel
ties of the bull ring, they are a people of blood. and treachery. In 
all the annals of history since the dawn of civilization, no nation 
laying any claim to enlightenment and Christianity has equaled 
Spain in its terrible and infamous record of brutality, rapine, and 
bloodshed. Its original possessions in the Western Hemisphere 
were obtained by conquest and lost by revolution. It was in Spain 
during the fifteenth century that the Tribunal of the Inquisition 
appointed by the Spanish Government commenced its terrible 
career under which tens of thousands of Christian men and women 
were condemned to the torture of the raek and the flames. It was 
under Spain in the sixteenth century that Pizarro, the conquer·or 
of Peru, seized the Inca Atahualpa and treacherously put him to 
death, and whose career of blood and crime in Peru only ended 
with his own violent death. It was under Spain that the infamous 
Duke of Alva, prime minister and general of the Spanish army 
unde~ Charles V, gained the victory of :Muhlberg over John 
Frederick, elector of Saxony, in 1547, and had the elector con
demned to death, which was only averted by the commutation of 
the sentence by the Emperor. When the Netherlands revolted 
against the tyrannies of Spain, it was this same Alva wht> was sent 
there with unlimited power, and who established the Bloody 
Cou:ncil, over which he at first presided. This tribunal con
demned all without distinction whose opinion appeared dubious 
or whose wealth excited jealousy. The present and the absent, 
the living and the dead, were subjected alike, and theii: property 
confiscated. Alva put to death on the scaffold the Counts of Eg
mont and Horn, and when he left Holland he boasted that he had 
executed 18,000 men besides those killed in battle. 

Spain stands before the world to-day a nation of assassination, 
and the victims of her crimes in Europe, on the South American 
continent, and in the isles of the sea are as countless as the sands 
of the ocean. [Applause.] Spain is by instinct and by education 
a nation of bloodshed and brutality, where children are educated 
in the use of the dagger and stiletto before they learn their alpha
bets, and their Sabbath diversions are the orgies and cruelties of 
the bull ring. 

Since the landing of Columbus in 1492, the Spanish nation h as 
constantly and devilishly pursued a reign of rapine, ruin, and 
murder against the original inhabitants of this continent and the 
honest immigrants that sought these shores. 

Four hundred years of robbery, torture, and assassination has 
been the rule of this cruel and unrelenting harlot of monarchy. 
Haiti, Santo Domingo, 1\iexico, Brazil, Chile, Pen1, F lorida, and 
calamitous Cuba have been despoiled of more than 30,000,000 of 

hu:man beings, through the prison, the lash, the torch, the blood
hound, the sword, the matchlock, and the cannon of these pirat es 
of the seas and bloodthirsty bullfighters of the land. The great 
and good Las Casas shows that more than 12.000,000 of Indians 
and negroes were destroyed in the space of thirty years bv the 
ravenous freebooters from Spain in her early conquests on this 
continent, and this good priest appealed to F er dinand and Isabella 
to put an end to the human slaughter, but without avail. From 
Cortez, Pizarro, Balboa, and Velasquez, down to the r ed-handed 
assassin, Weyler, a terrible track of smoldering ruins and mur
dered millions has been left in the wake of these Spanish fanatics 
and incarnate fiends. 

Cortez arid his warriors tore down and ruined the Aztec Empire, 
invading and destroying the blooming fields and dazzling halls of 
the Montezumas, and through treachery, gr eed, and murder 
roasted the Aztec king on a bed of live coals while plundering 
the palace of his ancestors. Pizarro and his religious renegades 
roasted and robbed the peaceful inhabitants of the P eruvian 
Empire, leaving a pillar of fire by night and a cloud by day to sig
nalize the march of his conquering columns. 

Velasquez desolated the fertile islands of the West Indies and 
Cuba, while other Spanish marauders and adventurers , in the 
name of God and Spain, killed and robbed the happy inhabitants 
of Florida and Louisiana. 

With the crucifix in one hand and the sword of a tyrant in the 
other, the minions of this bastard monarchy nearly exterminated 
the o1·iginal inhabitants of Cent ral and South America, and all for 
sparkling silver and glittering gold to decorate and enlarge the 
churches, convents, monasteries, mansions, and palaces of Barce
lona, Saville, GP-noa, and Madrid. Here was truly ,., a crown of 
thorns and a cross of gold," the tortured getting the thorns and 
the tyrants getting the gold. 

At home and abroad, throughout the world wherever the domin
ion of Spain has held sway, her record has been written in cruelty 
and blood. 

The Spanish soldiery at home and abroad have never hesitated 
to snatch the sucking babe from its mother's breast, dash its 
brains out, and then outrage the shrieking mother; set fire to the 
wigwam of the Indian or the palace of the prince; imprison, 
starve, and garrote those who righteously strugg!e for liberty and 
will not bow in abject submission to the Spanish yoke. But the 
day of the Spanish dynasty is nearly over and she hastens to that 
setting sun that shall be for her eternal. [Applause.] She be
longs to the bull-fighting, licentious race of the thirteenth and 
fourteenth centuries, and in the category of civilized nations of 
the nineteenth century there is no place for her. Her pride and 
poverty go hap.d in hand, and while putting on the airs of a Rod
erick and the prancing antics of a Bucephalus, she is only a poor 
imitation of Don Quixote and Rosinante. 

Before the dawn of the twentieth century upon a progressive 
and enlightened world the power of Spain shall surely disappear 
from the American continent [applause], and in a short time she 
wi1l be blotted from the map of Europe, torn to pieces by internal 
conflict, corruption, and conspiracy. The crimes she has com
mitted for a thousand years cry to heaven for vengeance, and 
some modern Cresar, Sulla, or Napoleon shall yet batter down her 
gates, towers, and battlements, and there shall cease to exist the 
most tyrannical, cruel, corrupt, and licentious monarchy that has 
ever disgraced the earth. 

The foul treachery by which Antonio Maceo, that soldier of 
genius, the Sheridan of Cuba, was lured to his death is but in keep
ing with the Spanish idea of honorable warfare. Sweet to Span
ish chivalry was the news of Maceo's assa~sination. The streets 
of Madrid, the Spanish capital, were aflame with bonfires glori
fying the event. The treachery of Spain was sounded with praise; 
the Spanish minister to the United States congratulated his col
leagues of the diplomatic corps over the death of this Cuban 
patriot. Weyler, the Spanish butcher, who has never fought a 
battle in honorable warfa1·e, rides as a conqueror, a hero, through 
the streets of Habana, while men cheer, m aidens sing songs of 
praise, and white-robed children scatter flowers to be crushed 
under his horse's feet. · 

Maceo is dead; slain as was Inca of Peru four centuries before; 
slain as was the gallant Colonel Crittenden and his fifty Kentuck
ians in 1851. Falling as a martyr to the cause of liberty, his blood, 
like the blood of other martyrs, will be the seed of the revolution; 
and the thousands that will rise to take his place, filled with a 
patriotism that can not be conquered by Spani h armies or over
come by Spanish treachery, will struggle on, guided by the hand 
of a just God, u:ntil the flag of free Cuba floats over the palace 
now occupied by the Captain-General of the island. . 

It is the right and duty of the American Congress to recognize 
the independence of Cuba, and the President of the United States 
must and will execute the law when it is constitutionally enacted. 
If he does not, there is a constitutional remedy ready at all times 
to meet j ust such cases. Cuba must and shall be free. The 
beautiful queen of the Antilles will soon r ise from her crimson 
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couch, and, like Aurora, tripping o'er the mountain tops of morn, 
she shall walk the vales and hills of Pinar del Rio, and blossom 
into beauty as a new State in the Western Hemisphere, dedicated 
forever to liberty, and as she lifts her eyes to the north, may she 
ever behold the Star Spangled Banner waving her a w.arm wel
come as the youngest child in the galaxy of American Republics. 
[Loud applause.] 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 
Mr. HARDY. I ask unanimous consent·for ten minutes more. 
Mr. LIVINGSTON. Mr. Chairman-
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Georgia-
Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. If I can be recognized, I will yield 

my time to the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HARDY]. 
Mr. TALBERT. I move that the gentleman from Indiana [1\Ir. 

HARDY] be allowed to make a few more remarks before he says 
anything. rLaughter.] 

Mr. LIVINGSTON. I object. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Georgia is entitled to 

the floor. 
l\fr. HARDY. I ask the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. LIV

INGSTON] to allow me ten minutes. If for no other reason-
The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 
Mr. HARDY. I have asked unanimous consent for an exten

sion. 
Mr. TALBERT. I insist on my request that the gentleman be 

allowed to continue his remarks. 
Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. I ask unanimous consent that the 

gentleman be allowed to continue for five minutes. . 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Pennsylvania [1\Ir. 

WILLIAM A. STONE] asks unanimous consent that tbe gentleman 
from Indiana [Mr. HARDY] be allowed to continue for five min
utes. Is there objection? 

Mr. HOWE. Mr. Chairman, this talk is irrelevant and out of 
order, We are here to consider the Agricultural appropriation 
bill. I object. 

The CHAIRMAN. Objection is made. 
1\Ir. HARDY. Then I give notice that no bill shall go through 

this House by unanimous consent during this session. [Laughter.] 
Mr. LIVINGSTON. Mr. Chairman, I want to bring to the 

attention of the gentleman in charge of this bill, for information, 
the language of the bill, beginning in line 18, on page 2: 

:Messengers, laborers, mechanics, four day watchmen, and charwomen, 
$19,000. 

I understand, Mr. Chairman, that it is the fixed policy of Con
gress to make these appropriations specific. I find here, in the 
latter part of this paragraph which has just been concluded, the 
language which !"have read. Now, Mr. Chairman, this appro
priation of $19,000 for laborers and messengers is for the Secre
tary's office. The number of messengers or the number of labor
ers should be specified. It is a large sum of money to give to the 
Secretary's office indiscriminately and in bulk in this way, and I 
ask the gentleman in charge of the bill why it is appropriated in 
this form, when it has been so long the fixed policy of Congress to 
make specific appropriations? How many laborers does the Sec
retary want? How many meseengers and how many charwomen 
does he want? 

Mr. WADSWORTH. That sum represents the amount neces: 
sary to take care of the building. _ 

Mr. LIVINGSTON. I want to ask the gentleman if he knows 
that to be true? 

Mr. WADSWORTH. Itis to include cleaning and the laborers 
around the building. The item of 3~0,000 was r educed to $19,000. 

1\Ir. LIVINGSTON. I direct the gentleman's attention to the 
other paragraphs of the bill, which also contain appropriations for 
laborers and messengers. · 

Mr. WADS WORTH. Some of them are on the statutory rolls 
and some of them are not. This lump sum is used tb cover emer-
gencies. · · 

Mr. LIVINGSTON. Doyounotknow, aschah·manof the com
mittee, how many laborers and messengers are necessary for the 
Secretary's office? 

Mr.- WADSWORTH. Not exactly; no. 

I 

committee felt that that appropriation was not excessive. We 
have reduced it $1,000 from last year. 

Mr. LIVINGSTON. Well, if the chairman of the committee 
thinks $19,000 is not excessive, I have nothing more to say. 

Mr. HULL. I would like to suggest to my friend from Georgia. 
another proposition, that after the 4th of l\fa1·ch next we will have 
a Secretary of Agriculture whom my friend and others will have 
confidencein. · 

Mr. LJVfNGSTON. Do you mean to say that this appropria
tion is i'utendecl for that purpose? 

Mr. WADSWORTH. This is the opinion of the Secretary. 
Mr. LIVINGSTON. There is no more necessity for it than 

before. You make mention of ·every kind of employee that you 
have now. I want to say that just such appropriations as this 
create a great many of the scandals that affect the offices in this 
Government. And here is the harm of it. A barber, or a carriage 
driver, or anybody can be brought in under this appropriation 
and can be put down as laborers and messengers and paid out of 
this $19,000. It is not the best way of appropriating this money, 
and I do not think it ought to be done. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Division .of Accounts and Disbursements: Chief of division and disbursing 

clerk, S2,500; one assistant chief of division, $2,000; one cashier, $1,800; two 
clerks class 3, $3,200; four clerks class 2, $5,600; one clerk class 1, $1,200; in all, 
$16,300. ~ ' 

Mr. DOCKERY. I reserve the point .of order on that para-
graph. 

Mr. HARDY. I move to strike 0ut the last word. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Indiana. 

[Mr. HARDY addressed the committee. His remarks appear in 
another part of to-day's RECORD.] 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Division of Publications: Chief -of division, $2,500; assistant chief of divi

sion, $1,800; one editorial clerk, SJ-,600; one proof reader and indexer, $1,400; 
two clerks (one of whom shall be a stenographer), $2,000; in all, $9,300. 

Document section: One superintendent, Sl, 00; one clerK, $1,000; one chief 
folder, $1,000; one folder, 8840; five folders, at $600 each, $3,000; four copyists, 
at $840 each, ~.360; in all, $11,000. 

1\Ir. WADSWORTH. I ·offer the following substitute for the 
section: 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Strike out all between lines 5 and 18, inclusive, and substitute as follows: 
"Division of Publications: Chief of division, $2.500; assistant chief of di

vision, 81,800; one editorial clerk, $1,600; one proof reader and indexer, $1,400; 
two clerks (one of whom shall be a stenographer), ~.000. 

" Document section: One assistant in charge, $1,800; one foreman, 81,400· 
one cler~J.Jl,OOO; one chief folder, $1,000; one folder, SS-W; four folders, at $000 
each, $2,4UU; three copyists, at SSW each, $2,520; in all, S2Q,26.0." 

Mr. BAILEY. I desire to reserve the point of order on that. 
Mr. WADSWORTH. This is the same thing as before, and 

makes a saving of $40 in salary. 
Mr. DOCKERY. I desire to ask the chairman of the commit

tee why the requirement in this bill that does not appear in the 
current law that one of the clerks provided at $1,000 is require_d 
to be a stenographer? It seems to be new language and not in 
the current law. · 

Mr. WADSWORTH. That was put in at the request of the 
superintendent of that division. He said a clerk who eould write 
shorthand would be useful. That calls for no increase of expense. 

Mr. BAILEY. Mr. Chairman, I reserved the point of order 
merely to inquire if the amendment changed existing law. 

Mr. WADSWORTH. None at all; and it is actually a 'saving 
of something in salaries. It is simply a recasting of the salaries; 
that is all. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
• The Clerk read as follows: 

Division of Statistics: One Statistician, who shall be chief of divisio14 
$3,000; one assistant statistician, rz.200; one clerk class 4, $1,800; three clerks 
class 3, 84,800; five clerks class 2, $1,000; five clerks class L $6,000; seven clerks 
at $1,000 each, $7,000; four clerks at $8-!0 each, ~.300; in all, $35,160. 

Mr. STEELE. Mr. Chab:man, I desire to offer an amendment, 
to come in after the word '' sixty," in line 2, page 4. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Mr. LIVINGSTON. Does not the Secretary know? 
M WADSWORTH I h d S t . h Amend by insertin"', after the word "sixty," in line 2, the word "one," and 

r. · suppose e oes. orne 1mes e re- after the word "d~fiars," "eighty-seven cents: P-rovided, That the addi-
quires more and sometimes less, according to the exigencies of the tional sum provided for by thia amendment shall be immediately available, 
occasion. to enable the Department to supply the information asked for the use of the 

Mr. LIVINGSTON. Well, I want to say to the members of the Committee on Ways and Means, House of Representatives." 
committee that this is bad policy, to be appropriating money in Mr. WADSWORTH. I raise the point of order against that, 
bulk for messengers and laborers without knowing the number Mr. Chairman. 
or the necessity for one or three or four or five. l\fr. STEELE. What is the point? 

1\fr. WADSWORTH. Iwillsaytothegentleman thatthisitem Mr. WADSWORTH. That is an increase of expenditures and 
is in exactly the sa~e language as last year, and the year before changes existing law. • 
that, and the year preceding that. Mr. STEELE. It does not change existing law. I desire to call 

Mr. LIVINGSTON. I understand, but we might just as well attention to the necessity for this small increase. 
improve as we grow older. j The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman reserve the point of 

Mr. WADSWORTH. Well, that is for the House to say. The order? · 
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Mr. WADSWORTH. I reserve the point of ordel'. 
Mr. STEELE. I will have a letter read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS, 
HOUSE OF REPBEBENTATIVES, 

Washington, D. C., January f31, 1897. 
DEAR Sm: Will yon please inform me bow many bushels of castor beans 

have been raised in this country each fiscal year from 1876 to 1896, inclusive, 
and such other information as you can give me relative to the possibility of 
producing enough of these beans to supply the demands of the United r:;tates? 

I am, yours, very respectfully, 
GEO. W. STEE.LE. 

Mr. HENRY A. RoB~SON, 
Statistician, Department of Agriculture, Washington, D. 0. 

Mr. STEELE. The reply of tbe Statistician is embraced in the 
letter which 1 subsequently addressed to the Secretary of Agri
cultnre, which I now a.sk to have read. 

The letter was read, as follows: 
COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS, 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wa.~hington, D. C., JanuanJ 25, 1897. 

D EAR Sm: On the 21st instant I wrote to the Statistician ·of your Depart-
ment as follows (quoting letter to Mr. Robinson, a above). • 

This morning I received from the Statistician a letter stating that" the 
clerical force and a;ptJrapriation for this office are not sufficient to warrant 
me in making investigations in regard to any but the principal farm Cl'OJM. ' 

As a member of the Ways and Means Committee the information as indi
cated above is con:riuered rlesirable, and it is hoped that the S ecr etary may 
be able to overcome the difficulties which seem to beset the Statistician in 
his Department. 

I am, yours, very respectfully, 
GEO. W. STEELE. 

Ron. J. STEUL~G MORTON, 
Seoretary of Afll"icultu,re, Washington, D. 0. 

Mr. STEELE. I ask now to have raad the letter which I re
ceived fi·om the Secretary in reply. 

The letter was read, as follows : 
Subject: Investigations in regard to production of castor beans. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, 
0FEICE OF THE SECRETARY, 

Washington, D. C., January 26, 1897. 
Sm: In rest~onse to your letter of th~ Z5th inst:mt, in rega..rd to making 

investigations in r egard to the production of castor beans in the United 
States, [ have to inform you that I have referred the matter to the Statisti
cian of this Department, who tates that h e is very anxious to make an inves· 
tigation bringing out the information desired by you, and also inveRtigations 
relative to sug .r, poultry, dairy products, fruits, hops, hemp, alfalfa, the 
canning industry, t ruck farming, and intensive farming; uut as the cleric::tl 
force of the !:)tatistical Division of this Department are now taxed to their 
utmost capacity, it is impossible to undertake any of the above-mentioned 
invest.lgations. 

Respectfntly, 

to pay the expense of the work which he says he has not money 
to pay for. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Mr. Chairman, I was ·seeking to g-et informa
tion concerning this question when my kind friend from Indiana 

fMr. STEELE J suggested that he would not yield tome, and therefore 
am compelled now to take a little of the time of the Hou e. which 

I do reluctantly. I was proceeding to say when the gentleman 
cut me off that without some provision to make this appropriation 
immediately available the Committee on Ways and :leans could 
not get the benefit of it until long after the tariff bill will have 
been framed; that, is if the majority of the committee proceed with 
that work with the industry and dexterity which they ha>e mani
fested heretofoTe and which they seem inclined to eontim:Je. 

Mr. STEELE. The gentleman overlooks the fact that I propose 
to make thid appropriation immediately available. Be idPs. if 
necessary, I will·advance the money to the- Department myself. 
[Laughter.] . 

Mr. McMILLIN. I have not yielded to the gentleman fi·om 
Indiana, but I will be more courteous than he was and will yield 
to him, if he desires. [Laughter.} 

Mr. STEELE. And I will apologize for not having yielded to 
the gentleman from Tennessee. rLanghteT.} 

M:r. McMILLIN. I want to call the attention of the gentleman 
from Indiana to the fact that he and I were called upon tn forego 
our _Cblistmas tur key at home and stay here through the recess 
and make theso investigations ouTselves. Therefore instead of 
castigating the Secretary of Agriculture for not doing what the 
gentleman himself and I have failed to do< he might just as well 
have summoned somebody from the uttermost oaTts of the eaTth 
to testify in relation to casto1· beans, as has been done by the com
mittee in so many othe1· matters, and I think that even now if be 
will lay the matter before the chairman of the comrllittee the 
chairman will have a hearing upon that subject and the gentleman 
from Indiana can have castor beans ad libit-am and possibly ad 
nauseam. fLaughter.J 

Mr. STE~LE. Mr. Chairman,. I fear the gentleman from Ten
nessee ha.s taken the advant~e of me,- as I understand that he has 
been havin_g his Christmas holidays since Christmas. [Laughter.d 

Mr. Mcl\liLLIN. I had upposed from the very elegant-I wi 
not mention the reason-but I bad supposed that the gentleman 
from Indiana had been having h1s Christmas for some time past. 

Mr. STEELE. The gentleman is right in that respect. 
Mr. WADSWORTH. Mr. Chah·man, I renew the point of 

order. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the point of order. 
The Clerk read as follows~ 

lion. GEORGE W. STE'ELE, 

J. STERLING MORTON1 
8ecrerary. 

House of Representatives, Washington, D. 0. 

Mr. McMILLIN. What appropriation does the gentleman re--

• Division of Stati~ticsl One statistician, who-shan be chief of diviffion, $3,000; 
one assistant statisti~ian, 82,200; one- clerk class 4, $1,800; three clerks class 
3 g!.SOO: five cleTks class 2, $7,000; five clerks class 1, S6.01XY; seven clerks at 
1,000 each, $7,000; four clerks at $8!0 each, $3.300; in all, $35,160'. 

quire? 
~1T. STEELE. I think the amount will be about $1.87. 
Mr. McM LLIN. Only 81.87? 
l\lr. STEELE. That is all. 
l\lr. Mcl\UJ ... LIN. Then I would suggest to tha gentleman, as 

be seems to thinli that the necessary expenditure will not be ex
orbitant, that the appropriations in this bill take e-ffect only at the 
beg-inning of the next fiscal year, and as the Ways and Mea.ns 
Committee ate now at work with such vigor upon a tariff bill to 
be considered by a future Congress--

.i\lr. STEELE. Mr. Chairman, I have not yielded to the gentle
man for a speech . 

..}lr. McMILLIN. Very well, Mr. Chairman; I will not ask the 
gentleman to yield, but will make my speech when he gets through. 

.:Hr. STEELE. I would state to the gentleman from Tennessee 
that I ask to have this appropriation made immediately available. 
fLaughter.] Now, Mr. Chairman, I had int ended to say some
thing severe .about" the action of the Secretary of Agriculture in 
refu ing the Committee on Ways and 1\Ieans this information, 
which it would take so little time or trouble to supply, and I 
might do so but for the castigation administered to him by the 
gentleman from Missouri [Mr. DE ARMONDJ yesterday, although 
I must add that that ca :tigation was admimstered for some of the 
public acts of the Secretary which most commend hitn to me. 
[Laughter.J . 

In we matter in question it would have taken the Secretary no 
l.onger to have supplied this important piece of information in ye
lation to the proclu<;tion of castor beans than it took him to write 
this letter. lt is a matter of importance, because if castor beans 
are not being produced in suffiment quantity for American con- . 
sumption, the committee ought to be informed of it; so as not to 
impose an unnecessary duty upon the imported article~ a,nd the 
Secretary n eed not have taken more time to give the desired in
formation than he consumed' in giving us the information that be 
de ires to make investigations as to sugar and poultry and inten
sive farming. For that reason I think the Secretary is open to 
critid m, and that is why I offer this amendment provid_ing that 
he shall have as much money as I think will be really necessary 

_ Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Chairman, I make a; point of order against 
that paragraph. Thls p1'ov·ision. from line 1~ to line 25, inclusiv-e, 
appears for the first time in the bill. I a;m advised, however, by 
tlre clrairman in charge of the-bill that these employees weT"A on 
the force last year in the office of the Secretary, and tha."t tllis is 
simply a rearrangement of the force and not an increase. 

Mr. WADSWORTH. That is the fact. 
Mr. DOCKERY. I withdmw the point of order. 
Mr. TALBERT. Mr. Chairn:ran:, I desire to call the attention of 

the gentleman in charge of the bill to the fact that there is another 
head of" Experimental gardens and grounds" on page 12, and I 
suggest that the appropriations under this head ought to be con
centrated under one heading. 

:Mr. W .ADsWOR TH. I will say to the gentleman tba:t the 
appropriation on page 12 is the lump sum, while the othe1' is the 
salary list only. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Library: One librarian. $1.800; one assistant librarian, Sl.400; one catal<>t,"'ller, 

$1.200; one cataloguer, ii)l,OOO~ one el'erk, SS!O; one messenger, $7~; in all, 
$6,960. 

Mr. DOCKERY. J.\.Ir. Chairman, I will reserve the pof1lt of 
order on that paragraph nntil I get some' information in regard to 
it from the gentleman in charge of the bill. 

.1\ir. WADSWORTH. Mr. Chairman, it is now very near 5 
o'clock, and I move that the committee rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The committee a(;eordingly rose; and the Speaker having re

sumed the chah·, Mr. PAYNE, from the Committee of the Whole, 
repol'ted that they had had undet consitleration the bill H. R. 9V61 
(the Agricultural appropriation bill), and had come to no resolu
tion thereon. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate:, by Mr. PLATT, one of its clerks, 
announced that the Senate had passed bills of the following tit1es; 
in wh1ch the concurrence of the House was requested: 

A bill (S. 2E08) providing for the purchase by the Government 
of the quarantine station at Portland, Me.; 

A bill (S. 3603) to extend the time for the completion of the 
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St. Paul, MinnBapolis and Manitoba Railway Company through 
the White Earth, Leech Lake., Chippewa, and Fond du Lac Indian 
reservations, in the State of MinneB'ota; 

A bill .(8. 3320) to provide a life·saving station at or near Point 
Arena, Mendocina County, in the State of Calrrornia; 

A bill (S. 3524) to remove ·doubts concexning the jurisdiction of 
.district judges; and 

A bill (:::l. 3613) granting a ·pension to Mary Macauley, widow of 
the late Brig. Gen. Daniel :Macauley, United States Volunteers. 

The mBs5age also announced that the Senate had passed with 
amendments a bill (H. R. 1256) for the relief of Henry A. Webb 
in which the concurrence of the House was requested. 

The message also announced that the Senate had passed without 
amendment bills and a joint resolution of the following titles: 

A bill (H. R. 959$) faT the relief of W. H. Wade, late captain 
and acting regimental quartermaster 'iJ'hirty-fi:rstOhio Volunteers; 

A bill (H. R. 939) faT the :relief of Cogswell & Co.~ 
A bill (H. R. 7781) to grant an American register for the barge 

Black Diamond; 
A bill (H. R. 8298) relating to mortgages in the Indian Terri

tory; 
A bill (H. R. 9710) to authorize officers who served during the 

war of the rebemon in the Regular Army to bear the title and, 
on occasions of ceremony, wea>r the uniform of their highest rank; 

A bill (H. R. 130) to carry out the findings of the Court of 
Claims in the case of Augustus P. Burditt; 

A bill (H. R. 3500) to authorize the adjustment and ·settlement 
of accounts of John Y. WHliams; and 

Joint resolution (H. Res. 215) extending time for compliance by · 
Eckington and Soldiers' Hrune Railway CGmpany and the Belt 
Railway Company with p1·ovisions of !:'ection 1 of an act entitled 
an act to extend the routes of said railway .companies, :etc.; 
approved June !0, 1896. 

rrhe message also announced that the Senate had passed the fol
lowing resolution; in which the concurrence of the House was 
requested: 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Repres.entatives concurring), T.hat there 
be -printed 2,000 additional copies of the Annual Revort of the 'l'reasurer of the 
Umted States for the fiscal year ended June 3J, Hll:!ti, for the use ef the Treas
m·y Department. 

SENATE BILLS REFERRED. 
Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following Senate bills were 

taken from the Speaker's table and referred as follows: 
A bill (S. 2469) authorizing _and directing' the Secretary of the 

Interior to quitclaim and release unta Francis Han and Juriah 
Hall and their heirs and assigns all the right, title, and interest of 
the United States in and to the east 20 feet front by the full depth 
of 100feet of lot 2, in square .493, in the city of Washington, D. C., 
as laid down on the original plan or plat of said city-to-the Com
mittee on the District of CGlumbia. 

LEAVE QF ABSENCE. 
By unanimoTI.S consent, leave of absence was gr.anted as follows: 
To Mr. RINAKER, for to-night, on aceount of sickness. 
To Mr. RussELL of Connectic.ut, for one day .. 
To Mr. VAN HoRN, for to-night's session, on account of sickness. 
To Mr1 WILSON of New York, forthreedays, on accountof sick-

ness. 
To Mr. HAINER of Nebraska, for the balance of the day. 
To Mr. WATSON of Ohio, for to-night, on .account of important 

business. 
To 1\ir. TAFT, for the evening session, on account of important · 

business . . 
To Mr. BROMWELL, for the evening session, on account of impor-

tant business. 
To Mr. FLETCHER, for one day, on account of illness. 
To Mr. WHITE. for ten days, on account of important business. 
To Mr. Nom.,AN, for one day, on account of sickness. · 
To 1\ir. TAYLER, for this ev-ening, on account of public business. 
To l\f1·. BARTHOLDT, for three days, on account of important 

business. 
The House then, on motion of Mr. PAYNE, by unanimous con

sent (at 4 o'clock and 58 minutes), took a recess until 8 p. m,; the 
Speaker having designated Mr. LACEY to act as Speaker ·at the 
evening session. 

EVENING SESSION. 
The recess having expired, the House ;reassembled at 8 o'clock 

p.m., and was called to order by l\1r. LACEY as Speaker protem
pore. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Clerk will read the rule 

under which the Bouse meets this evening. 
The Clerk rBad as follows: · 
The House shall., on each Friday at 5 o'clock p.m., take a recess until 8 

()'clock, at which evening session private pension bills, bills fo1• the removal 
of political disabilities, and bills removing charges of desertion only shall be 
considered; said evening session . not to extend beyond 10 o'clock and 30 
minutes. 

Mr. THOMAS. I move that the H ouse resolve itself into Com- . 
mittee of the Whole to consider busineSs on the Private Calendar 
in accordance with the rnlB jn-st read. 

Mr. MEREDITH. if the gentleman will ld:ndly 'Withhold that 
motion for a moment, I should like to ask unanimous ·consent to 
take up a bill to which 3: thin:k thBre will ·be DB objection. 

Mr. THOMAS. I shall be willing to do tb.at :after the Commit
tee of the Whole rises. 

Mr. MEREDITH. The bill which. I desire to bring up is a 
Senate bill which has been favorably rep.orted upon :in the .tfouse. 

Mr. THOMAS. There is a great pressure to .bring· up bil by 
unanimous consent. I hope the gentleman will not urge this re
quest at present, though I should very much like to accommodate 
him. 

Mr. MEREDITH. I am obliged -to my friend; and understand
ing his situation with respect to tlwse matters, I withdraw my 
request for the present. 

The question being ta-ken on tne motion of Mr. THOMAS, it was 
agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole House (Mr. WELLINGTO!I! in the chair). 

The CHAIRMAN. ·The Clerk will -read the first bill in order. 
SILAS M. STEVENS. • 

Mr. DOCKERY. I desire to ask un.animous consent for the 
present consideration of a Senate bill; but I do not wish to bave 
the requBSt put until I have made a statement. The b:iil which I 
desire to bring up was introduced by Senator GALLI '"GER, of New 
Hampshire, chairman of the Senate Committee on Pensions. It 
is a bill in whieh he has a very great intere3t; and he ~earnestly 
desires its passage. He has extended courtesies to perhaps every 
member· on this :flooT; and I hope that. in view of the fact that 
this bill eomes from the Senare Committee on P ensions with this 
request from its chairman, there will be .no objection to its pr~sent 
consideration. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Missouri pir. DocK
ERY] asks unanimous consent for the present consideration of 
the bill which the Clerk will read. 
Th~ bill (S. 2931) granting an increase of pension to .Silas M. 

Stev-ens was read, as follows : 
Be it_ enacted, e.tc., That the Secretary of the _Interior be, and he is hereby, 

a:nthoriZe~ a~d ~rected to pla~ on the penSJ.on rolL subject to the pron
SlOns and lirmtatlons of the pens10n laws, the name of Sila:~ M. StevellS, late 
of the U . S. S. Lackawanna, and grant him a J)ension at the rate-of S50 per 
.month, in lien of that ·he iE now receiving. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Pending the reading of the report, I reserve 
the right to object. 

The report (by Mr. BULLOWAY) was read, as follows: 
Th~ Co~ttee on Invalid .Pensio~'!, to whom was referred the bill (S. 2931) 

granting an mm·ease of pens10n to S1la'! M. Stevens., having carefully consid
ered the facts in the case, respectfully report: 

The claimant enlisted in the United States Navy October 19. 1862, .and was 
discharged October 20, lofl4. serving on the U S. 3. Lackawanna. He was 
wounded very sev:erely at th~ battle of Mobile Bay, and was pensioned 
shortly after leavmg the -serVIce for shell wound of head., of right t-ide 
shoulder and thigh, rheumatism. and resulting disease of heart. IUs pensi.or:. 
was gradually increased to S30 per month, and on January 22, 189!, he made 
application for further increase, which was rejected. 

The questions involved in this case are purely .medical. there bei.J.J.g scores 
of affidavits on file from reputable parsons showing that claimant is c·onfined 
to his bed most of the time, requiring the aid and attenu.ance of another per
son. On that point there is no difference of oprnion. 

It is proper to say that at the time the rejection was made the claim was -
~~p_rmre_d for the a.dditional disability O\ disease of eyes, it bein~ shown that 
Intis ensted as a result of the rhen.matJC attacks for which claimant was in 
part pensioned. 

February 20, 189.!, one of his physicians certifies: 
"At present the soldier is confined to his bed all the time, and has been 

more than three-fourths of the time during the last year, lus disability being 
total and permanent." 

March 13, lo!J±, another physician says: 
"During the whole of my attendance he has needed constant assistance at 

the bedside, and has, in my best juds-n?-ent, been confinad to hi'l bed at least 
seven-eighths of the time. In my opinion his disability is complete and p r
manent. From a history of claimant's case, and my knowledg~ of th~ ma11. 
I have no hesitancy in saying that his disabilities are the result of wounds 
and qiseasc contracted while in the United States service and in strict line of 
duty." 

A test examination was made by direction of the Pension Office, and the 
surgeon reports: 

"This applicant has been confined to his bed a long time and is extremely 
weak and emaciated; think he is bedridden, and can't make much effort to 
move. * * ., 

"Applicant is wholly disabled for manual labor and requires frequent and 
periodical pet·son.al aid.'' 

It appears that the claimant has six or more scars, from 2 to 3 inches in 
length, on different parts of ·his head and body caused by the bursting of a 
shell during the battle of Mobile, as before stated, and there is no doubt in 
the minds of your committee that his pre~P.nt helplessness is the result of his 
pensioned disabilities. 

The bill passed the Senate in it:J> present form. and we respectfully recom
mend its passage by the House. 

There being no objection, the committee proceeded to the con
sideTation of the bill, and the question being put, it was ordered 
to be laid aside to be reported favorably to the House. . 

1\Ir. DOCKERY. In behalf of the chairmanof the Senate Com
mittee on Pensions, I thank the House for the action it has so 
kindly taken. 
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ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. MAHON. !desire to make amotion; andif the Committee 

of the Whole should vote it down, all right. I do not wish to 
consume very much time in my statement of the matter. I am 
in a position which enables me with propriety to make this prop
osition because its adoption will interfere with a bill of my own 
which would probably be reached to-night in regular order. 

We have recently been passing a great many House bills grant
ing pensions-I think somewhere in the neighborhood of 400 have 
passed. Now, the Senate has been very kind to the House, in 
passing our bills. Senator GALLINGER, whose bill has just been 
passed, has been, as the gentleman from Missouri has remarked, 
very courteous in these matters. When onr bills are sent over 
there, they are taken up and passed; but when the Senate bills 
come h ere, they often remain a long time on the Calendar with
out being considered. Now, if we do not show some disposition 
to reciprocate in this matter and give due consideration to Senate 
bills, the chances are that House bills going over to the Senate 
may, as the session approachesits close, remain in the committee. 
I am in favor of extending proper courtesy to the Senate. I move, 
therefore, that this evening Senate bills alone be considered. 

Mr. DANIELS. I .object to that. I have been in attendance 
here every night, waiting for the consideration of bills 1n which I 
feel an interest. I see no reason why we should give any bl.ll a 
special privilege. 

Mr. MAHON. I am not asking a special privilege for any par
ticular bill. I am proposing to consider this evening a certain 
class of bills. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
MAHON] will please state his motion. 

Mr. MAHON. It is that we consider this evening, in Commit
tee of the Whole, Senate bills in their order upon the Calendar. 

Mr. DANIELS. I object. 
Mr. MAHON. The Comri:rittee of the Whole can control its 

own business. 
Mr. BLUE. Before we vote upon this motion, I should like to 

know something as to the number of these bills upon our Calen
dar. I do not know any reason why we should give preference to 
Senate bills over House bills unless they are superior in merit. I 
hope the motion of the gentleman from Pennsylvania will not be 
adopted. It is a well-known fact that so far as the Senate--is con
cerned, it can readily take ca1·e of all the bills that pass here. It is 
a smaller body than this; and its rules and practices are such that 
when a bill has passed this body there is never any difficulty under 
the rules in disposing of it there. The fact that they have passed 
some bills there in their way, and sent them here, does not neces
sarily require of the House to show that extreme courtesy of pass
ing over their own bills and considering only those sent over from 
the Senate. And, Mr. Chairman, I not only oppose the motion at 
at this time, but shall insist upon it, and I do it not to be captious, 
but on principle. 

I dislike very much indeed to oppose this motion, because I want 
to do what my friend from Pennsylvania, who offers the motion, 
desires; but it seems so manifestly unreasonable and at variance 
with the dignity .of this body, that I must oppose it, and I trust the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania will not compel us to use extreme 
measures on this motion. 

If anyone here has an extremely meritorioUs bill for some sol
dier, I am perfectly willing that it shall be taken up out of its 
regular order and considered; but I do oppose the adoption of this 
motion. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, by looking at the Calendar of 
unfinished business it will be found that the House has taken 
pretty good care of the Senate bills. I find fourteen Senate bills 
on the Calendar of unfinished business; and we passed probably an 
equal number 'through the House the last time the unfinished 
business was considered. I suggest, therefore, that the Senate is 
not suffering at the hands of the House at all. 

Mr. McRAE. Mr. Chairman, I believe we have already adopted 
a rule upon this subject; at least if we have no~ adopted a rule, it 
is a practice that has been observed at almost every meeting dur
ing the Congress that when a House bill is reached, if there is a 
like Senate bill upon the Calendar, it can be substituted, and 
hence in that way we have taken care of nearly all of the Senate 
bills that come over. It seems t.o me that that is enough to con
cede. If we adopt the proposed rule, you will find that Senate 
bills will be coming over here steadily because they are easily 
gotten through the Senate under its rules, end you will have the 
pension business of the House blocked by the consideration of 
such measures. 

Mr. NORTHWAY. Let me ask the gentleman if it js not true 
that the Senate bills sent over will go to the foot of the Calendar, 
and fail or die with the session? If we send bills over to· the Sen
ate they will fail too for the same reason, and hence we will get no 
pensions at all, while if we pass the Senate bills now which have 
already been adopted by that body, it would take care at least of 
that much of the pension business that comes into our hands. 

Mr. McRAE. If a ~ill goes thr~ugh the Senate you will gen
erally find that there 1s !1 ~ous.e b1ll on the same subject, and if 
we taken~ the Senate.b1ll1t will be al~ost equivalent to passing' 
a House ~ill, because m nearly every mstance these bills are in· 
traduced m both bodies at the same time, and in that way a large 
number of the House bills can be taken care of. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on agreeing to the motion 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 
. The question was taken; and the motion was rejected. 
Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Chairman, I offer the motion that I send 

to the desk. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

. Onle1·~, That the roll b~ called in the usual order and each m ember, when 
hiS ~ame IS called. be p ernn tted to call up one bill tha t is now on the Calendar 
~d m order un~er the special rules for Friday night sessions, and which was 
mtroduced by him or one of the Senators from his State. 

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Chairman, I raise the question of order on 
that motion. · 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state the point of order. 
Mr. EVANS. l do not think we can change the rule of the 

House on this subject in that way. 
The CHAIRMAN. What rule of the House does it change? 
Mr. EVANS. The rule of the House under which we are 

operating to-night, which says that the bills shall be taken up on 
the Calendar in their order. ~ 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair does not think so. 
Mr. EVANS. Very well; I submit to the ruling of the Chair. 
Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, under an identical rule in the 

Fifty-third Congress we endeavored to proceed, and those whose 
names carne early on the roll, those that were called got their 
bills considered, and those whose names were lower do~ on the 
Calendar were left. 

Mr. EVANS. And I observe that the gentleman who offered 
the resolution will come early on the list. [Laughter.l 

M!-' .. ANDREWS. I introduced the resolution for the purpose 
of g1vmg each member an opportunity of getting his bill through 
the House, those who attend these Friday night meetinO's and 
who make up the meetings, so that they may get through the 
business that they have attended to so faithfully. 

The question was taken on the motion of Mr. ANDREws· and on 
a division (demanded by Mr. ERDMAN) there were-ayes 44; noes 22. 

Mr. ERDMAN. No quorum. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will count the committee. 
The Chairman, having counted the committee, announced tha 

presence of 101 members. 
So the motion of Mr. ANDREWS was a~reed to. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will call the roll. 
The Clerk proceeded to c.all the roll. 

RACHEL WAD DELL. 
Mr. ANDERSON. :Mr. Speaker, I call up the bill (H. R. 9683) 

granting a pension to Rachel Wad dell, of Newport, Tenn. 
The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorized 

and directed to place on thepem~ion roll the name of Rachel Waddell daughter 
o~ c!ohn ."~addell, sergeant in Capt. William Cherry's company, Fburth Vir· 
gm:a Regrment.of Foot, commanded by Ools. Robert Lawson and Thomaa 
Elliott, Revolutionary war, at the rate of $20 per month subject to the pro-
visions and limitationK of tne general pension law. ' 

The Committee on Pensions recommended an amendment as 
follows: 

In line 8 strike out "twenty" and insert in lieu thereof "twelve." 

Mr.· ERDMAN. :Mr. Chairman, let us have the report read. 
The CHAIRMAN. The report will be read in the gentleman's 

time. 
Mr. ERDMAN. Yes; and I reserve the balance of my time. I 

may want to say something. 
The report (by Mr. LOUDENSLAGER) was read, as follows: 
Th~ Commit~e on Pensions, to whom was r~ferred the bill (H. R. 9683) 

granting~ pensi?n to Rachel Waddell, have conSidered the same and report: 
The clarmant IS the daughter of John Waddell. deceased, who is shown by 

t.he records of the War Department to have served as a sergeant in Capt. 
William Cherry's company, Fourth Virginia Regiment of Foot, commanded by 
Maj. Isaac Beall, and also commanded at different times by Cols. Robert 
Lawson and Thomas Elliott, Revolutionary war. 

He was appointed June 10, 17761 to serve three years, and his name appears 
on the rolls for the period from April, 1777, to May, 1778. 

The c~imant, who i!' 70 years old, nearly totally blind, and dependent upon 
the charity of her friends for care and support, was never married. Her 
brothers and sisters are all dead. 

The claimant's relationship to the soldier and all the facts relative to her 
physical and financial condition are fully attested under oath by old friends 
of the family who have known her for many years. One of the witnesses 
knew the soldier himself. 

The passage of the bill is respectfully recommended with an amendment 
striking out the word "twenty,"in lineS, and substituting therefor the word 
"twelve," so as to fix the rating at $12per month. 

Mr. TALBERT. Mr. Chairman, there was so much confusion 
in the Hall that no one has heard the reading of the report; at 
least, I could not hear it, and I should be glad if the gentleman in 

· charge of the bill would make some explanation. 
Mr. ANDERSON. Mr. Chairman, this is the daughtE'.r of a 
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Revolutionary soldier. She lives in my town, and I know her 
well. She is a very respectable old lady, 72 or 73 years of age, 
and almost totally blind. She has no means of subsistence what
ever. She is now being supported by the charity _of the town. 
This is a case of exceptional merit, and I trust that the bill will 
pass. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman~ in regard to the rule that has 
just been-adopted, I desire to say that heretofore I have prepared 
myself and looked over the cases, thirty or forty of them, each 
week, which would probably be reached at the Fridaynight sesj3ion. 
I have collected the reports in each of the cases, in order that I 
might see what was in them and what was not in them, and what 
merit they possess. Under the rule that has been adopted it has be
come practically impos"sible for me to do anything at all. I want 
to give notice, therefore, that hereafter a quorum will have to be 
here before going into Committee of the Whole, and that if ob
jections are made to requests for unanimous consent they will 
be made for the reason that I have no opportunity to examine 
these bills. I will place it purely on this ground. 

The amendment recommended bythe committee was agreed to. 
The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside to be reported 

to the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 
GEORGE W. FERREE. 

Mr. ANDREWS. :Mr. Chairman, I call upthebill(H. R.10040) 
granting an increase of pension to George W. Ferree. 

Mr. TALBERT. Mr. Chairman, I think the committee ought 
to be in order and pay attention to these bills, so that there will 
be no necessity for a second reading. 

The CHAIRMAN. The committee will be in order. Members 
will please take their seats and cease conversation. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Sacretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 

authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the provi
sions and limitations of the pension laws, the name of George W. Ferree, 
late. a private in Company E, Twenty-second, and first sergeant in Company 
E, Fifty-ninth, Regiments of Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and pay him a pen
sion of $30 per month. 

:Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Chairman, I ask that the report be read. 
It is brief. 

The report (by Mr. ANDREWS) was read, as follows: 
The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 

10040) granting an increase of pension to George W. Ferree, having con
sidered the same, report as follows: 

The soldier enlisted September 28, 1861, and was honorably discharged 
November 1, 186-i. He is now pensioned at $12 per month "for gunshot wounds 
of left hand and forearm, and for vextigo, result of sunstroke." 

It appears that one of his applications for increase, although finally rejected, 
was submitted for admission for the following reasons: 

"Rheumatism, palpitation of heart, sunstroke, partial paralysis of right 
side, impaired hearing of right ear, impaired vision of right eye, headache 
(vertigo, result of sunstroke), .Prostration, and general debility." 

Affidavits of reputable physicians and others show that the vertigo, result
ing from sunstroke received while in the service and in line of duty, h~ 
developed into frequent and very severe attacks of true epilepsy; that he is 
totally unable to perform any manual labor, and that he frequently requires 
the aid of a physician, his family, and friends. 

Your committee therefore urgently recommend the passage of said bill at 
$3()per month. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, I think we ought to have some
thin,g more to show why this soldier is entitled to $30 a month, an 
amount above that received by tens of thousands of others simi
larly situated. This is a very brief report, and it endeavors to 
conceal, instead of setting forth sufficient facts to entitle this sol
dier to receive a pension of this magnitude under principles of 
justice. and equity. I think we ought to have something: more 
than is contained in this report to justify us in giving this large 
pension. 

Mr. ANDREWS. I have nothing to add beyond the statements 
in the report. The facts are fully stated in the report and sus
tained by the evidence. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the 
recommendation that it do pass. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. EVANS. ::M:r. Chairman, I move that we rescind the resolu

tion that was adopted on the motion of the gentleman from Ne
braska [Mr. ANDREWS] and return to the regular rule. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that such a motion is not 
in order at this time. 

Mr. EVANS. If it is not in order to rescind it in Committee of 
the Whole, how was it in order to adopt it? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks it is not in order to make 
this motion at this time. (Cries of" Regular ordei.·! "] 

Mr. EVANS. Then, Mr. Chairman, I move that instead of 
proceeding as we now are doing that we call up the bills on the 
Calendar. 

The CHAIRMAN. Will the gentleman submit his motion in 
writing? 

Mr. COLSON. Mr. Chairman, we have adopted a rule here, 
and some have been benefited by its operation this evening. 

Mr. MILES. Some never will be. • 

Mr. COLSON. Now, it is unfair for the other members of this 
committee to rescind this order. I ask my colleague t-o withdraw 
his motion. . • · 

Mr. EVANS. I will not do it for this reason: On two Friday 
evenings I have come here with a bill at the head of the Calendar 
in which I am interested. To-night I am compelled to leave, and 
can not stay until my name is called. With my bill ahead of all 
others on the Calendar, I shall lose the opportunity to have it 
considered under this rule, without any fault of mine, for I have 
always attended the Friday night sessions. Now I am cut off 
from reaching the bill which, under the regular rule, would be 
the first one. 

Mr. COLSON. The gentleman's name comes very early in tha 
list of members. 

Mr. THOMAS. I desire to call the attention of the gentleman 
from Kentucky to the fact that the House very courteously allowed 
him to have unanimous consent a week ago to call up a bill, and 
I hope that he will not block legislation. 

Mr. COLSON. And once this week. · 
Mr. EVANS. I am not blocking legislation; I am simplytrving 

to prevent legislation from being blocked on me. • 
Mr. THOMAS. ::M:r. Chairman, the gentleman has also had 

unanimous consent once this week. 
Mr. EVANS. I want to say that by the gentlema:a's courtesy 

this bill was laid aside, because on the call of the regular order on 
last Tuesday I was too sick to be here, and it is that bill I have 
specially attended for two Friday nights to get it acted upon fu·st. 
[Cries of "Regulru· order!"] 

Mr. McRAE. Mr. Chah·man, I rise to a point of order. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 
::M:r. McRAE. The point ·of order, Mr. Chairman, is that the· 

motion made by the gentleman from Kentucky is in effect a 
motion to reconsider a vote already passed by the committee, and 
that is not in order in Committee of the Whole. You can not 
reconsider in Committee of the Whole. [Cries of "Regular 
order!"] · 

Mr. CURTIS of New York. Allow me to make a suggestion 
which will bring quiet to my friend and everybody else. [Cries 
of "Regular order!"] That is thatthegentlemanfromKentucky 
[Mr. EvA.J.~S] may have unanimousconsenttocall uphisbill before 
he goes home. · 

Mr. WOODARD. I second that motion. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Kentucky will submit 

his motion in writing to the Chair. 
Mr. EVANS. All I want this committee to tmderstand is that 

I was at the head of the list to-night and that I am compelled to 
go away. I am the last man in thiscommitteetoattempttoblock 
legislation. I was only entering a very humble, and I thought 
modest, protest against having business blocked on me under the 
circumstances. Now, that is the whole of it. 

The CHAIRMAN. Will the gentleman from Kentucky submit 
his motion in writing? [Cries of" Regular order!"] 

Mr. PARKER. I desire to make a further point ' of order. 
[Cries of "Call the roll!"] I make a point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The committee will be in order. 
Mr. COLSON. I rise to a point of order'" The gentleman from 

Kentucky has not submitted his motion in writing. 
Mr. PARKER. I desire to make the point of .order that this 

committee can not set aside the order of the Calendar except by 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. CROWTHER. That point of order has been ruled upon. 
The CHAIRMAN. It is in order fo-:r the gentleman to move to 

change the rule that the committee has adopted, and if the gentle
man will put his motion in writing it will be submitted. 

Mr. TALBERT. To obviate an difficulty, I ask unanimous con
sent that the bill of the gentleman from Kentucky [1\Ir. Ev A.NS] 
be allowed to come up, and then we can get rid of it and let him 
gohome. · 

Several MEMBERS. I object. 
The CHAIRMAN. The committee will be in order. 
Mr. TALBERT. I ask unanimous consent that the bill of the 

gentleman from Kentucky be considered, and then we will g_et rid 
of it and go on our way rejoicing. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from South Carolina ·asks 
unanimous consent that the bill referred to by the gentleman from 
Kentucky be considered now. 

Several MEMBERS. I object. 
Mr. MILNES. As the gentleman has had recognition in the 

last two weeks, I object. 
Mr. TALBERT. It is too late. [Laughter.] Mr. Chairman, 

doe~ not the objection come too late? 
The CHAIRMAN. Objection is made, and the Clerk will call 

the roll. 
WILLIAM N. WELLS. 

Mr. ATWOOD (when his name was called). Mr. Chairmn.n, I 
call up for consideration the bill (H. R . 6268) to increase the peu· 
sion of William N. Wells. 
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The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc.,_ That the Hecretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 

a uthorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the provisions 
and regrulations of the general pension laws, the name of William N . Wells, 
late acting master, United States Navy, at the rate of $dO per month, in lieu 
of the pension now paid him. 

Mr, 1\:IILES. Mr. Chairman, I call--
The CHAIRJ\IAN. The gentleman from Massachusetts. 
Mr. ATWOOD. The report i& very short, and I ask that it be 

r ead. 
The report (by Mr. StrLLOW AY) was read, as follows: 
'l'be Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 

6268) granting increase of pension to William N . Wells, having considered the 
facts presented, respectfully report as follows : 

William N. Wells was appointed acting master of the United States Navy 
September 19, 18til, and faithfully served as such until October 26, 1865, when 
honorably discharged. 

He filed an application for pension April 27, 1891, under act July 14, 1862, 
alleging that on April 18, 1864, during the engagement between the Miami 
and the rebel ram Albe-marle, he was injured, receiving a right inguinal 
h ernia, a scrotal hernia, injury to testicles and right thigh, causing varicose 
veins and loss of muscular power; also contracted malarial poisoning in 
service. 

His claim w:l.S admitted October 31, 1895, for "malarial poisoning," at $5 
MJ' month from April 27, 1S91; at 6 from March 21,1895, and at $10 from 
August 5, 1895. The claim for other disabilities was rejected on grotmd of 
insufficient proof of origin in service, after special examination. . 

Several witnesses testified to claimant's falling down the hatchway of the 
vessel during the engagement refe1•red to and incurring alleged rutJtnre and 
other severe injuries; but on cross-examination by special exammer they 
admitted that they could not specify the particular injuries received, as they 
did not examine the parts injured. · 

The affidavit of Dennis Harrington, an officer of the vessel Miami, filed with 
the committee, says: 

"Ti.Ja t atxmt 3 a. m., while engaged fighting the ironclad Confederate 
r am Albema1·le, .April 19, 18Ji, near Plymouth, N. C., William N . Wells re
ceived a severe injury in right side of his body (leg, hip, loin, and arm) by 
being thrown and fallmg down across the hatch combing by the companion
way stairs, slipping outward, then down upon the lower deck and hatch 
combing of lowar deck hatchway aft. It was a fall that seriously crippled 
him. I, being a commissioned officer of the same shif, was near him at the 
time of the incurrence of the injury, having charge o the fire-hose division. 
Claimant was senior officer of the ship and in command, Commander Flusser 
h aving been killed." . 

E. l!'. Hilfet·ty also files affidavit of being an eyewitness to the occurrence. 
The Boston (Ma .) board of surgeons rated claimant August 5, 1895, ten

eighteenths for malarial poisoning, six-eighteenths for disease of heart. four
eighteenths for varico. e veins, four-eighteenths for hernia, right side, ten
e ighteenths for scrotal hernia, and two-eighteenths for varicocele, and say: 
" ln our opinion, entitled to full pension of his rank, $20; " and the same board, 
in certificate of examination of September 18, 1 95, say : "He is permanently 
incapacitated for manual labor, by reason of malarial poisoning, heart dis
ease, right inguinal and ventral hernia, left varicocele, and varicose veins." 

In vie'v of the difficulty of accurately establishing di"labilitiesof this char
acter by the usual proofs, your committee believe the claimant should be 
given the benefit of doubt, and therefore recommend the passage of the bill. 

fCries of "Vote!" "Vote!"] . 
'l'he bill was 6rdered to be laid aside with a favor able recom

m endation. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. LOUDENSLAGER. Mr. Chairman, !offer the following 
m otion. [Cries of "Oh, no!"] 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Resolved, That bills be conside.red in the following order: The Clerk to call 

t he first bill on the Calendar, announce the number of it, the Calendar num
ber. and the nama of the member who introduced it; and upon his failure to 
t espond ·• Present," the bill to ~a passed without prejudi~e, and the next bi,Jl 
be called in the same way. ThlS not to apply to Senate bills. 

(Cries of "W~thdraw it!"] 
:Mr. LOUDENSLAGER. Mr. Chairman, I desire t o say to the 

members of the committee--
The CHAIRMAN. The.question is upon the motion of the gen

tleman from New Jersey. 
Mr. LOUDENSLAGER. I desire to say that this is a very 

equitable and just disposition to make. 
_ r. BARRETT. Mr. Chairman, a question of order. 
1\11.·. MILES. I rise to a question of order. There is so much 

disorder that we can not hear. I desire to give notice that if there 
can not be order nothing shall be done. 

The CHAIRMAN. The point is made, and well made, that the 
committee is not in order. Gentlemen will please take their seats . 

1\Ir. LOUDENSLAGER. Mr. Chairman, I desire to say that 
this is an eqmtable way for the Committee of the Whole to proceed 
in the consideration of bills on the Calendar. It takes them up in 
their regular order, and gives to those pres<mt a chance forthe 
consideration of their bills on the Calendar, and it does not pre
aent that unfair proposition which is presented by the call of the 
roll method, whereby a member well up in alphabetical order on 
the list, although he may have a bill only thu·d or fourth on the 
Calendar, is enabled to call up a bill which is at the foot of the 
Calendar. • 

Mr. GIBSON. Mr. Chairman, I rise to a point of order. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 
Mr. GIBSON. I insist that the motion of the gentleman from 

N ew Jersey is not in order. 
Mr. PITNEY. The point comes too late, Mr. Chairman. De

bate bas intervened. 

. . 

Mr. LOUDENSL AGER . I should be glad to be heard 9n th& 
point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Tennessee is too late 
with his point of 01·der, and the gentleman from New Jersey will 
proceed with his statement. 

Mr. LOUDENSLAGER. I was saying, :Mr. Chairman, that 
the plan proposed in my resolution is much more fair and equi
t~ble than that under which we are working. The present plnn 
gives a member whose name happens to be well up on the list the 
privilegeof calling up a bill which maybe No. 1400 or No. 1500on 
the ~Calendar, while at the same tiiLe he may have a bill that is 
third or fourth on the Calendar. I insist, ir, that in the interest 
of the old soldier and of legislation in his behalf, the Committee of 
the Whole ought to adopt this rnle. 

Several members addre sed the Chair. 
The question being taken on the resolution offered by Mr. 

L oUDENSLAGER, the Chairman declared that the noes seemed to 
have it. 

Mr. LOUDENSLAGER and Mr. MILES asked for a division. 
Several members again addressed the Chair, amid much con

fu ion. 
~~· .MILES. Mr. Chairman, I !ise to a question of personal 

priVIlege. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 
Mr. MILES. I have several times addressed the Chair, and, 

~tho:ngh my voice is, perhaps, as loud as that of any gentleman 
m this Hall, I have been unnble to attract his atten~ion. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state to the gentleman that 
he did not see him nor hear him, but t.he Chair is now prepared t o 
hear the gentleman upon his point of person~! privilege. 

Mr. MILES. 1\'ly point was that I was entitled to be heard. 
[Laughter.] 

The CHAIRMAN. And the gentleman from Maryland has 
been heard. [Laughter.] 

Mr. ])fiLES. I called for a division on the last question, and if 
i t is not too late I ask for a division now. 

The CHAIRJ\fAN. A dhision is called for . 
The committee divided; and there were-ayes 28, noes 74. 
Mr. MILES. I demand teller . 
Tellers were refused, and the resolution of Mr. LOUDENSLAGER· 

was rejected. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will continue the call of the roll. 

MRS. LAURA A. 1\TELSON. 
Mr. AVERY (when his name was called) . Mr. Chairman, I 

call up the bill (S. 2126) granting an increase of penRion to 1\lrs. 
LaU1~a A. Nelson. 

The bill was read, as follows : 
Be it enacted etc., That the ecretary of the Inte1"ior be, and he if! hflreby, 

authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, at the rate of :325. per 
month, the name o1 Laura. A. Nelson. widow of the late Capt, Theodore N el· 
son, Company E, Twenty-sixth Michigan Infantry. 

Mr. MILES. L et the report be read. 
The repoTt by (~lr . THO~A ) was read, as follows~ 
The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was r efer red the bill (S. 2126) 

granting an increase of pension to Mrs. Laura A. Nebon, having' considered 
the sam~. refer to Senate Report No. 10!d for a statement o ~ the facts and 
:~~~d~ ~ f~~~.::S~e, and recommend the passage of the bill after being 

Strike out the words "of the," following the name "Nelson," in line 6, n.nd 
insert in lieu thereof the words ' Compa.ny E." 

. Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, let me ask what is the number 
of that bill on the House Calendar? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Cha,ir is informed that it is No. 1502 
on the House Calendar. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Has this bill ever been considered by the Com
mittee on Invalid Pensions? 

The CHAIRMAN. Evidently so, as the report has just been read. 
Mr. ERDl\1AN. The report handed to me is the Senate report, 

not a House report. 
Mr. AVERY. The House report is he1·e. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair wiD say to the gentleman from 

Pennsylvania that the House report is in the hands of the Clerk. 
M1·. ERDMAN. I have a word to say about thi bill, :illr. Chau·

man. It seems that t ne Comm_ssioner of Pensions anu the med
ical authorities found that the cancer of the stomach was not the 
result of the na al catarrh. It seems to me that it would require 
very deep medical learning to determine that fact. ancl yet this 
House proposes to set itself up in t .lis matter and say that the 
cancer of the stomach was the result of the nu al catarrh, and 
that the nasal catarrh was there ult of servic in the Army, and 
was ther efore indirectly a disability contracted in the service. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, the Committee on Invalid Pension is in 
the habit of overruljng all the decisions of the medical bureau 
and of the Pension Bureau for the last fifteen or twenty years, 
irrespective of the political character of the administratioLs that 
m ay have been in control. All that is necessary is for some mem
ber w appear here and pr ess a claim and presen t one or two exam
inations of t he pension board which are favorable, and the bill is 
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passed. I have given some little attention to this kind of legisla
tion, and I desire to illru;trate it by a case that I investigated 
recently; To that end, I will ask the Clerk to read, in my time, a 
report made by the Committee on Invalid Pensions. and I will "fol
low that up with the true report of the case. I ask the Clerk to 
commence reading where I have made a pencil mark. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 

84511 granting an increase of pension to Samuel McConaughey, have consid
ered the same, and report as follows: 

The soldier enlisted August 22, 1861, and was honorably discharged June 17, 
1865. The soldier's captain, F. S. Whiting, says: 

"He (l::)amuel McConaughey) was a good soldier, of good habits, and a 
straightforward man." 

Said soldier was pensioned under the general law at $8 fer mouth, from 
February 8, 11>90, for "dbease of eyes and sli!iht deafness o both ears," and 
at Slt per month under the law of June 27, 1800, from July 26, 1890. He is now 
75 years of a'l'e, totally blind, poor, and permanently helpless, requiring con
stant attendance. 

His application for increase of pension under the general law was rejected 
March:~. 1800 on the alleged ground that "alleged total loss of Vision is due 
to senility and its results." 

If the soldier's conceded blindness is due to his army service, he is entitled 
to $72 per month. 

The allowance of his claim under the general law concedes that "disease 
of eyes" was of service origin. The evidence on file shows that said "disease 
of eyes" was permanent, progressive, and resulted in total blindness. 

His captain F.!:!. Whiting, testifies that the soldier's eyes became affected 
at Helena, A.r k. ; tha.t they were treated by the regimental surgeon during 
the months of January, February, and March, 1863; that his eyes remained 
weak during the balance of his service, and that on a subsequent raid he wore 
a handkerchief to shield his eyes. · 

It is shown tha.t his eyes were sound when he entered the Rervice. 
His brother, Thomas McConaughey, who was the soldier's bunkmate, testi

fies that the soldier's eyes became sore in the service, that they grew worse, 
and tllat total blindness ensued. 

\Villi,am ticot t, a neighbor both before and after the war, and who knew him 
well, swears he was strong, robust. healthy" and free from disability at en
Hstmen t, but that on his return, and un till!S70, he was "troubled with weak 
and inflamed eyes and was frequently disabled from work. * * * Can not 
name the specific disease, except weak and inflamed eyes." 

Early in the seventies the soldier removed to Nebraska. The testimony is 
ample that his eyes continued to fail until about four years ago, when total 
blindness ensued. 

.J. H. Hines, special examiner. who was charged with the investigation of 
continuance of disease of eyes, reports, after examining numerous witnesses: 

''While not particularly biased (the witnesses) in any way, yet the awful 
a:ffiiction of clrumant could not but tinge their feelings with sympathy. The 
testimony clearly shows continuance of disease of eyes since 1811." 

Mr. ERDMAN. Now, Mr. Chairman, to show how utterly 
deceptive that r eport is, 1 desire to have read a correct and true 
repoTt prepar~d from evidence in the Pension Bureau. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Samuel McConnaughty, late private Company M, Fourth Iowa Volunteer 

Cavalry, appli.ed for pension under general law for disease of eyes. Hfs dec
laration was filed February 8, 1800. He alleged that his "eyes became sore 
and infiamed and grew weak; and disease has become permanent. Claims 
pension on disease of eyes." 

Capt. F. S. Whiting, of Company M, testifies that "during the months of 
.January, February, and 1\>larch, 1803, while in camv at Helena, Ark., Private 
;McConnaughty was tt·e3ted for sore eyes by Assistant Surgeon Dr. Robinson." 
He further says: ·'I have an impression that he had weak eyes during the bal
a.nce of hls term of service." 

His broth~r, Thomas H. McConnaughty, testifies that his eyes were inflamed 
ln 1864, and thinks he was suffering some week.~ with his eyes: that "he re-
covered," and •· had no more trouble with them in the serviCe." • 

Henry Shreiver, a comrade, testifies that" the lids of his eyes looked in
flamed." 

tiamuel V. Tm'Tier, a comrade1 says "his eyes looked inflamed." (See 
report tipecial Examiner N. U. Pl).illips.) 

'fhe evidence of Dr. F. J. Greer shows that at the time of his first acquaint
a.nce with solclier in the fail of H!66, the claimant had" sore eyes;:• that they 
were "much inflamed "-severe conjunctivitis-and not until between 1890 
ttnd 1894 did cataract affect visUm. Claimant testifies that the right eye 
became blind from cataract about 18&!, and was operated on by Dr. Allen, 
oculi'lt, Omaha., Nebr .. in 1&92, and that he •· did not lose the sight entirely of 
the left eye till the fall of 1!l93." The first medical examination was had Sep· 
tember lU, 11!90, which showed "complete opacity of lens of right eye and 
a.lmost complete opacit-y of lens of left eye; vision, 3-50." "Eyeballs are con
gested and intlamed; bds very much inflamed, with tendency to granula
tions; lower lids thickened." Age of claimant, 69 years. The examination 
of .March H. 1894. gives age of claimant 72 years, and shows" complete opacity 
of cornea of'right eye; lens has been extracted by an operation, and vision 
entirely gone." "There is no vision of left eye, as the result of cataract; 
opacity complete. 'rhe lids, both eyes, are inflamed, granulated, and very 
p1nch thickened in lower lids; eyeballs somewhat inflamed. There is total 
blindne s both eyes. Left eye has not been operated upon." 

Examination December 18, 1 95, shows the same condition of each eye. 
On February 28, 1896, he was examined by an expert oculist, Dr. W. L. 

Dayton. Lincoln, Nebr., who says that there exists" slight ectropion of lower 
lids, both eyes, has both canaliculi slit up, has probably had stricture of nas~tl 
duct. Palpebral conjunctiva atrophied, cicatricial. Cornere both eyes clear. 
In left has had a h .rge iridectomy done in upper segment. Right iris drawn 
np so there remains a total occlusion of pupil. This condition resulted from 
inflammation following extraction of cataract. Left lens cataractous, over 
mature, senile, good light perception but no shadows." "Right lens, not 
a.ble to see, mving to occlusiOn of pupiL absolutely no vision either eye." 

He was granted a pension of $8 on June 8, ll:l95, to date from February 8 1890 
the date of filing claim, for disea e of eyes, senile cataract excluded. 'This 
included the condition of the superficial structures, the sore eyes, inflamed 
lids and eyeballs. of service, the chronic conjunctivitis. It is nmther claimed 
nor shown that soldier had any disease of the deeper structures while in serv
ice nor since discharge, until about 1888, when he first noticed that his vision 
was becoming impaired, and which he soon learned was due to a cataract 
forming in the right eye, to be followed by one in the left eye. Cataract is 
as a rule~ a disease of old age. It is never due to any disease of the superficial 
structures of the eye. There is nothing whatever butadva.nced:fie to account 
~ e~~tar~ts in this case, and they are characteristic of se e opacity of 

The rate, as allowed, was fully commensurate with the degree of disability 
from pensioned cause, and the disability from senile cataracts was- properly 
excluded. 

DISE.A.SE OF EYES. 

[Fuch's (1893), page 381.] 
"Opacity of the lens, called cataract, may be situated in the lens itself or 

in the capsule.'' 
1. Congenital cataract is caused by "either a disturbance of dev-elopment 

or au intrauterine inflammation of the eye." 
2. Senile cataract is by far the most frequent form of cataract. 
"Indeed, it occurs very frequently in old people. * * * 
" It usually does not make its appearance until after the fiftieth year of life 

but is exceptionally observed in the years between 40 and 50." ' 
Senile cataract always affects both eyes, but rarely at the same time so 

that generally one eye IS in advance of the other in respect to the develop
ment of its cataract. 

Besides the congenital and senile, two other varieties of cataract are recog
nized-the traumatic and acquired. 

The "traumatic cataract results from injury to the lens, either by the 
actual contact of the foreign body or by rupture of the capsule." (Fox & 
Gould, Philadelphia.) 

All injuries which make an opening in the lens capsule result in opacity 
of the lens. 

The opening of the capsule ·usually occurs through direct injury inflicted 
by means of a punctured or incised wound. Contusion of the eyeball also 
may cause opacity of the lens. (Fuchs, page 382.) 

Acquired cataract---Occurrinj5' as result of other diseases. 
Diabetic-Most frequent, marnly developed when the amount of sugar in 

the m·ino is high, and matures rapidly. · 
Disease of deeper structures of eye, in the posterior sections, such as 

choroiditis (particularly iridor choroiditis chronica), myopia of high degree 
retirutis pigmentosa, detached retina, glaucoma. (Fuchs.) ' 

Not from any inflammation of the superficial structures, such as inflamma
tion of lids or mucous membrane of ball, conjunctivitis, commonly called 
"sore eyes." 
. 'Mr. ERDMAN. Now, sir, ~om a comp~rison of those reports 
It would appear that the medical authorities at the Pension Bu
reau know a little more about medicine than the Invalid Pensions 
Committee, and that the House would be very much safer in fol
lowing the judgment of the medical authorities in the Pension 
Burea~ than that of a committee of ,this ~ol?-se .or .the testimony 
of outsiders offered before the committee md1scnmmately. 

I cite that as an instanqe of the recklessness with which we 
overrule the Pension Bureau on technical questions. Whether 
the case under consideration now is a similar case or not, I can not 
tell. Under the rule in accordance with which bUBiness is now 
progressing, I have n~t had an opportunity to inform myself on 
that point. It may be that this is a meritorious case; or it may be 
entirely without merit. I shall try in futlll'e to inform myself on 
the cases that will come up for consideration on Friday nights, if 
they come up at alf. . 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the amendments pro
posed by the committee. 

Mr. AVERY. Mr. Chah·man, I merely desire to state to this 
committee that the reports which have been read in the time of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania are not reports made in the case 
now un~er consideration a;t ~11. The repor~ first r.ead is the report 
upon this case. The physicians whose testimony IS there cited are 
among the most eminent in the profession in the United States. 

· Professm Vaughn is known everywhere where medical science is 
know~ or taught th],'oughout the country. With this statement, 
and With the assurance to the House that this is a meritorioUB 
case, I ask a vote upon it. 

Mr. MILES. Mr. Chairman, I have only one thing to say about 
this bill and the report, and it is that I do not know anything 
about it. 1 do not believe there are half a dozen members present 
who do know anything about it. That is the difficulty I have 
~bout t~is bill. I wish to say in all candor that I have been try
mg to-mght to do the very best I could to obstruct legislation. I 
have done so for the first time since I have been a member of this 
H?use. I ~ave tri~d t<? do it in the interest of the public; I have 
tried to do It consCientiOusly. I do not believe that it is our duty 
as memb~rs o.f Congre~s to .sit ·here and vote in this irre;;,'Ular way 
upon legislation about which, because of the rule of proceeding 
which has b~en adopted to-night, it is simply impossjble for us to 
know anythmg. 
Th~ gentleman from ~ew Jersey [Mr. LOUDENSLAGER] offered 

a while ago a very sensible resolutiOn. Under that resolution 
which was analogous to the regular rule of the House giving pref: 
erence to members who are present over those who are absent it 
would have been possible for us who have no special bills in which 
we are particularly interested to understand upon what we are 
voting. That r esolution, howev-er, which was so much more rea
sonable than the one under which we are now acting, did not 
meet the favor of the Committee of the Whole. Gentlemen here 
seem to think that members who have no bills to submit have no 
rights here; that Representatives who have no pension legislation 
to ask for are not entitled even to have an opportunity to under
stand and vote intelligently upon the measures coming before the 
House. 

This is all I desh·e to· say, Mr. Chairman. I wish I were more 
loquacious; I wish I could talk here about nothing for an hour; I 
should be very glad to do so, if thereBy I could obstruct legislation 
and prevent this Committee of the Whole from passing 'bills about 
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which I do not believe any member here knows enough to vote 
intelligently. 

The question being taken, the amendments of the committee 
were agreed to. 

Mr. MILES. Mr. Chairman, I desire to move the adoption of 
the resolution which I send to the Clerk's desk. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from 1\Iaryland is not in 
order. The question is upon laying aside the bill as amended to 
be reported to the House with a favorable recommendation. 

The question was decided in the affirmative. 
Mr. MEREDITH. Mr. Chairman, as the House seems to have 

gotten into a little snarl, I should like to make an attempt to pour 
oil upon the troubled waters. I ask unanimous consent to take 
up a bill--

Several members called for the regular order. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will proceed with the call of the 

roll. 
MICHAEL LOCH.A.RD. 

Mr. BAKER of Kansas (when his name was called). I call up 
the bill (H. R. 7627) granting an increase of pension to Michael 
Lochard. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be authorized and 

directed to place upon the pension roll, subject to the limitations and pro
yisions of the pension laws, the name of Michael Lochard, late a private in 
Company H , Third Regiment Ohio Cavalry, at the rate of $12 per month, in 
lieu of the pellbion he i~ now receiving. 

M:r:. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, we possibly might hear the 
report. , 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Pennsylvania desires 
to hear the report. The Clerk will read it. 

Mr. ERDMAN. And I reserve the balance of my time. 
The report (by Mr. BAKER of Kansas) was read, as follows: 
The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 

7627) granting a _pension of 12 per month to Michael Lochard, late private in 
Company H, Third Ohio Volunteer Cavalry, havingexaminedandconside1·ed 
the facts presented, respectfully report: 

Michael Lochard enlisted August 20, 1861, and was honorably discharged 
OctoberS, 1864. 

He filed a claim for pension April13, 1888, alleging measles in service, re
sulting in disease of lungs and heart, and an injury to back. His claim was 
admitted January 9,1891, at $4: per month from April13, 1888, for disease of 
lungs. 

Tne board of examining surgeons at Osborne, Kans., :March 1, 1890, rated 
him four-eighteenths for disease of lungs and four-eighteenths for lumbago, 
which diseases were fairly established by proof ll:S due to arm;v service. 

He filed claim April 13, 1892, under act of June ?JT, J.a90, for disease of lungs.~ 
disease of heart, sciatica, and general debility. Tliis claim was rejectea 
March 2~ 189±, on the ground of "no ratable disability shown under act of 
June 27, 1890." 

The board of examining surgeons at Stockton, Kans., December 2, 1891, 
rated him four-eighteenths for disease of lungs, six-eighteenths for disease 
of heart, and four-eighteenths for rheumatism and lumbago. 

Two other boards examined him since, and find disease of lungs, disease of 
heart, and rheumatism or lumbago; and the last one finds chronic bronchial 
catarrh, and rheumatism affecting arms, shoulders, hips, back, and legs, and 
chronic diarrhea, but, under instructions, give no rating, but leave the 
impression that this man was rated too low. 

Other testimony filed clearly shows this man suffers much from the disa
bilities alleged, and the committee unhesitatingly recommend the passage of 
the bill without amendment. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, of com·se, from the brief exam
ination of the report that I have been able to make it is not possi
ble to say whether th_ere is any merit in this bill or not. The gen
tleman from Kansas [Mr. BAKER] who made the report says there 
is merit in it. I have not been able to examine it for myself. The 
gentleman from Kansas belongs to that element in the Invalid 
Pensions Committee that is very favorable to the granting of pen
sions to all those who ask to be pensioned. Latterly I think he 
has become a little more conservative, but whether this report was 
made in his former or later condition I do not know. 

Now, in casting around for the objects of the bounty of the Gov
ernment we have exhausted pretty nearly all of the fields; but I 
have observed that in the Senate, in a bill numbered 1978, another 
class or category of people is found who are to be pensioners upon 
the Government's bounty, if that bill can be enacted into a law. I 
will read this remarkable bill, and I have no doubt that we are 
coming to it. 

Be it enacted, etc .. That all persons released from involuntary servitude1 commonly called slaves, in pursuance of the proclamations of ex-Presidenu 
Abraham Lincoln, dated, respectively, September 22, 1862, and January ll 
1863, and in pursuance of amendments to the constitutions of the severa 
States wherein slavery or involuntary servitude formerly existed, recognized 
by the Federal Oonstitution and laws of the United States, or by any law, 
proclamation, decree, or device whereby persons once held as slaves or in
voluntary subjects in consequence of race or color, or Federal or State recog
nition of involuntary servitude, except for the commission of crime, whereof 
the l>arty shall have been duly convicted, shall be, and hereby are, made 
pensiOners upon the bounty of the United States, and also such persons as may 
be charged by laws of consanguinity with the maintenance and support of 
freedmen who are unable by reason of age or disease to maintain themselves. 

SEO. 2. That any person who may have been held as a slave or involuntary 
~l'va.nt under and by reason of any law of the United States, or of either oY 
the States of the United States, or in consequence of any device or custom 
prevailin~ within such States or the United States except for the commis
Sion of cnme whereof the part,;v shall have been duly convicted and who 
shall have been released from such servitude in manner before stated, an<l 
who shall :tt the date of the passage of. this act have reached the age of ~0 

y_ears, shall be entitled to and receive the sum of $50() from the Treasury of the 
United States, he.reby authorized to be paid out of any moneys not otherwis~ 
appropriated, and to the sum of $15 per month during the residue of their 
natural lives. This provision shall apP.lY to male and female freedmen alike· 
and all persons so released from serVItude who shall be less than 70 years of 
age and of the age of 60 years or over shall be entitled to and receive the sum 
of $300 and also $12 per month until they shall reach the a~e of 70 years when 
they shall be entitled to and reoeive the greater sum herem before stat~d as a 
monthly: payment; and all persons released from servitude as before stated 
wh<? shall be less than 60 years old and of the age of 50 years or over shall be 
entitled to and receive the sum of $100 and also $8 per month until60 years 
old, when they shall receive $12: and all persons released from servitude as 
before stated wh<? shall be less than 50 years of age 8hall be entitled to receive 
$4 per month until 50 years old, when they shall receive $8; all moneys herein 
authorized to be paid shall be dispensed from the general funds of the Treas
ury not otherwise a~propriated. 

SEa. 3: That relations or others Wh? may be charged with the support of 
aged or infirm persons released from mvoluntary servitude in manner afore
said shall qe entitled to. and receive the monthly pension awarded to such 
aged or infirm persons m whole or in part upon showing, to the satisfaction 
of the Secretary of the Interior, that such support is afforded in a humane 
and becoming manner, the amount of such payment being under the control 
and direction of the Secretary aforesaid .. 

SEo. 4:. That the Secre~ry of the Interior shall have power to prepare aU 
needful rules and regulatiOns for the carrying into effect of the provisions of 
this act according to the true intent and meaning thereof, and to designate 
proper offi:cer~ or agents through who;n freedmen and other persons may 
make applicatiOn for payment and receive moneys authorized to be paid by 
the provisions of this act. 

SEO. 5. That all needful rules and regulations for the carrying into effect 
~~~~: f{~~~}~ns of this act shall be approved by Congress before th~ taking 

SEO. 6. That the compensation of agents charged with the enforcement of 
this law shall be recommende~ by the Secretary of the Interior and approved 
by Congress. 

SEo. 7, That this act shall take effect and be in force from and after the 1st 
day of January, A. D. 1891. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, these people are as much entitled to pen
sion as many of those we are putting on the rolls at the prel5ent 
time. The freedmen would be, in my judgment, as much entitled 
to pension as a gentleman who intended to go into the war, but 
never did. The ex-slave and the aged and infinn of that race are as 
much entitled to a pension as the servant girl and the" coffee 
cooler," to use the language of my distinguished friend from South 
Carolina [Mr. TALBERT]-much more entitled. 

Now, I say, extend the bouncy of the Government to some such 
objects as these, and not so much of it to the bounty jumpers. the 
deserters, the coffee coolers, and the like. · 

Mr. MILES. Mr. Chairman, I move that this bill be laid aside 
without prejudice, in order that those of us who have not had 
any opportunity of obtaining information about it may have a 
chance to look into its merits. · 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman asks unanimous consent-
Mr. MILES. No, sir; I make the motion. 
The CHAIRMAN. That is out of order. . You must have 

unanimous consent to do what you suggest. 
Mr. MILES. Then I ask unanimous consent. 
The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to the request of the gen· 

tleman from Maryland that this bill be passed over without prej
udice? 

Mr. HOWE and others objected. 
The CHAIRMAN. The question is on laying aside the bill with 

'favorable recommendation. 
The motion was agreed to. 

SAMUEL C. TOWNE. 
Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire (when his name was called). 

.Mr. Chairman, I call up for present consideration the bill (S. 146) 
granting an increase of pension to Samuel C. Towne. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 

authorized and directed to"_{>lace on the pension roll,t..subjecttothe provisions 
and limitations of the pensiOn laws the name of ~:;amuel C. Towne, late of 
Company G, Eighth Regiment New Hampshire Volunteer Infantry, and pay 
him a pension at the rate of $30 per month, in lieu of that he is now receivmg. 

Mr. BAKER of New Hampshire. I ask for the reading of the 
report. 

Mr. MILES. I move that this bill be laid aside--
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New Hampshire has 

the floor, and has requested the reading of the 1·eport. 
The report (by Mr. SuLLOWAY) was read, as follows: 
The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was r eferred Senate bill14a, 

havin~ carefully considered the same, respectfully rel>ort: 
Claimant wa~ a membe.r of Company G, Eighth R egiment New Hampshire 

Volunteer Infantry, servmg from ,Tu1y ~. 1862, to June 10, 1865. He was pen
sioned for chronic diarrhea., piles, and injury to back, first receivln.g $4: per 
month, which wa~ subsequently increased to $10. His necessities were such 
that he took advantage of th~_~ct of June ?JT, 1890, and was granted a pension 
under that act at the rate of $]2per month, which amount he is now drawin~. 

The pensionable disabilities have continued, and in addition soldier 1s 
practically blind, requiring some one to care for him. He is alsoin destitute 
circumstances. 

There is medical testimony on ftle to the effect that the blindness resulted 
from the injury to the back. That is possible, but the proof is not conclusive 
on that point. 

Being now pensioned at the maximum rate under the act of June 27,1890 
no increase can be secured through the regular channel, and hence an appeal 
is made to Congress. 

The bill passed the Senate February 19, ).896. After a careful examination 
of the evidence, your committee are unanimously of the opinion that the bill 
should pass, ,.nd so reoommend. 
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Mr. MILES. I respectfully submit, Mr. Chairman, that the 

motion I made, and which I now renew, that this bill be laid aside 
so that we may have an opportunity to investigate it, is in order. 
I make that motion. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state his motion. 
Mr. MILES. That the bill be laid aside without prejudice, in 

order to have an opportunity to examine into it. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman asks unanimous consent-
Mr. MILES. No; I make the motion. 
'.fhe .CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Maryland is out of 

order. He can not make a motion of that character. 
Mr. MILES. Why can l not move that the bill b~ laid aside? 

I respectfully submit that the motion is in order, to lay the bill 
aside without prejudice. 

The CHAffiMAN. The Chair would state to the gentleman 
from Maryland that in order that the bill should retain its place 
upon the Calendar there must be unanimous consent, and for the 
same reason there must be unanimous consent to displace it upon 
the Calendar. 

The question is on laying the bill aside with a favorable recom
mendation. 

The question was taken, and the committee divided, on the de
mand of Mr. MILES. 

The CHAffiMAN (having counted the affirmative). Ninety
one members have voted in the affirmative. 

Mr. MILES. No quorum, Mr. Chairman. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman can not make that point of 

order, because the vote has not been announced; he does not know 
whether there is a quorum or not. (Applause.] 

The Chair sees one in the negative. 
Mr. BARRETT. The Chair, I trust, will count gentlemen 

present and not voting. 
The CHAIRMAN. Upon this question the yeas are 91, nays 1. 

The Chair "vill proceed to count the committee. 
Mr. HOWE. No point of a quorum has been made. 
The CHAIRMAN. The point not being made, the ayes have it, 

and the bill is laid aside to be reported to the House with a favora
ble recommendation. 

- Mr. MILES. I make the point of no quorut;n. 
The CHAIRMAN. 'l;'he gentleman is too late, and the Clerk 

will continue the call of the roll. 
MARY 0. H. STONEMAN. 

Mr. BARHAM. Mr. Chairman, I call up the bill (S. 205) 
gra1;1ting a pension to Mary 0. H. Stoneman. · 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is her~by, 

authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, su bj~ct to the pro~tons 
ancl Umita ti,ons of the pension laws, the name ol Mary 0. H. l;)toneman, }Yldow 
of the late George Ston('ma.n, a major-general of the United States Volun
teers in the J14ote war for the Union, apd pay her a pension from the passage 
"of this act at the rate of $75 per month, in lieu of any other pension. 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions recommended the following 
amendment: 

In line 9 strike out "seventy-five" and insert in lieu thereof "thirty." 
Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, let~ have the report read. 
The CHAffiMAN. The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 

;ERDMAN] asks that the report be read. The Clerk will read it in 
hi~ time. 

The report (by Mr. ANDREWS) was read, as follows: 
The Committee on ~valid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 205) 

granting a pensiop of ft5 per month to Mary 0. H. Stoneman, widow of MaJ. 
Gen. George H. Stoneman, having consid.ered the ~me, reLspectfully report: 

George H. Stoneman graduated frol)l the United States Militau Academy 
and was appQinlied second lieutenant of First :Ora.goon~ July 1 1846; prO
moted through the various grades and was commissioned colonei "for gal
~tand meritorious services at the '};:ttle of Fredericksburg, V~. ;" appointed 
brigadier-general "for gallant and meritorious I!Elrvices in the capture o_f 
Charlotte, N.C.," and IIULjor-general ¥arch 18, l865, '•for gallant ahd meri
torious services in the field during the war." He was~ppotnted colonel of 
infantry February 9, 1891; retired l!,ebruary 24, 1891, and died September o, 
lSil-i. 

The committee recommend that th~ bill be amended by striking out the 
word "seventy-fi.vet in~~ 9.,. and substituting the word ''thirty" therefor, 
and that as aniendea the bill ao pass. 

The ;:tmendment recommended by the committee was agreed to. 
The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside to be reported 

to the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 
BENJAMIN L. NOLA.N. 

Mr. BARRETT. Mr. Chairman, I call up the bill (H. R. 8745) 
granting a pension to Benjamin L. Nolan. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it en(lctect, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is here b)>:, 

authorized and directed to pay ~o Benjamin L. Nolan, late of Company l!J, 
Fourth Regiment United States Cavalry, a pension at the rate of$- a month. 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions recommended the following 
amendment: 

In line 4,, after the word "d.\rected.," strike out the bala.nce of the bill and 
substitute therefor the followmg. :: · •-•to place ulon the pension roll, subject 
othtlrwise to the provisions and limit~tions of e _pension laws, the nam_t_ of 
:!3enjamin L- Nolll.n, late a private in 00J1lpa.ny , Ei~hth Massacb.usettli Vol
\J.nteer Infantry, and Troop G, Third Umted a.tes Oa.valry, ed pay him a 
pension of $12 per month. . 

XXJX-.-85_ 

Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, let us have the r_ eport. 
The CHAffi::MAN. The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 

ERDMAN] requests that the report be read. The Clerk will read 
it in his time. 

The report (by Mr. SULLOWAY) was read, as follows: 
The Co!lliDittee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 

374:5) granting a pension to Be~amin L. Nola.n, having carefully cousidered 
the facts in the case. respectfully report: 

Claimant served in Company D. Etghth Massachusetts Infantry, from 
September 11,1862, to August 7, 1863; in Company A. Seventeenth Massa
ch~setts Infantry. , from January 14, ).BM, to July 11, 1865; in Troop E, Fourth 
Uruted States Cavalry, from November 11,1865, to November 11, 1868; and in 
Troop G, Third United States Cayalry, from August 9, 18701 to August 9, 1875. 

He filed an application under the general law, alleging d1sability resulting 
from a cut on the left hi\). This claim was rejected May 4,1893, on the ground 
that the w9und. was no~ mcurred while in thttline of duty. . 

The soldier also applied under the act of June 27, 1890, but was twice re
jected on tJ;l.e ground of no ratable degree of disability. 

The medical board which examined himla.st, October 6,1895, gives the fol
lowing rating: )Vound of left bip, six-eighteenths; lumbago, four-eighteenths; 
eczema, eight-eighteenths; rheumatism, four-eighteenths; in all, twenty-two 
eigpteenths_ No vicious habit-s-

Your committee believe thattheclaimantisjustlyentitled to$I2permonth 
under the act of June ?:1,1890, and therefore respectfully recommend the 
pa!'?sage of the bill wilih the following amendment: 

In line 4,, after the word "directed,'' strike out the balance of the bill and 
substitute therefor the following: ''to place upon the pension roll, subject 
otherwise to the provisions and limitations of tb.e pension laws, the name of 
Benjamj.n L. Nolan, late a private J.n Co~pany D, Eighth Massachusetts Vot· 
unteer Infantry, and Troop G, Third Uruted States Cavalry, and pay him a 
pension of $12 per month." 

The amendment recommended by the committee was agreed to. 
The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside to be reported 

to the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 
ABNER ABERCROMBIE. 

Mr. BARTLETT of Georgia. Mr. Chairman, I desire to call up 
th~ bill (H. R. 4076) for the relief of Abner Abercrombie. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacte<l, etc., That the Secret&ry of the Interior be, and he is hereby 

authorized and dirl}cted to place on the pension roll, subject to the provisionS 
and limitations of the pe~on laws, thena.!lle of Abner Abercrombie, of Mon
roe County1 Ga., J.a.te a private in Captam Asheot's Company of Alabama 
Volunteers m the !ndian war of 1838, at the rate of $.1.2 per month. 

The Committee on Pensions recommended an amendment, as 
follows: 

Strike out the word "twelve," in line 9, and substitute therefor the word 
"eight;" so as to fix the rate of pension at $8 per month. 

The CHAffiMAN. The question is on the amendment recom
mended by the committee. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Let us have the report. 
Mr. BARTLETT of Georgia. The gentleman from Pennsyl

vania [Mr. ERDMAN] calls for the reading of the report. The 
Clerk has it. 
· The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman calls for the reading of the 
report. The Clerk will read it in the time of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania rMr. ERDMAN]. 

Mr. BARTL:ETT of Georgia.. He may read it in my time. 
The report (by Mr. BLA.OJ.t) wa.s read, as follows: 
The Committee on Pensions, to whom was refeJ"red the bill (H. R. 4.fYT~) 

entitled "A bill for the relief of Abner Abercrombie," beg leave to subm t 
the following report, and recommend that said bill do pass with an amen ; 
ment. 
Th~ muster roll of Capt. M. T. Ashursi;'s company of Alabama Volunteers 

reports the cl~ant enrolle-d May 11, 1836, at Mount Meigs, and dis~harged 
June1, 1836, ~t Montgo.II!-ery, Ala. Tne recordsih9w further that the com,
Pi'ny was ordered iA.to the Service by Gov!3rnor . 0. Qlay •. a:p.d marc]led frol\1 
~ontgomery May ll, and were on duty m the reek Nation pntn June 7, 
1836, ~hen they returned. l;o Montgojllery a.:qd were discharged. Mr. Aber
crom ie tiled an application at the Peruqon Office under the Indian war act 
of Ju y ?:1, 18921 b"llt the same was rej~cted on the ground that his service wa.S 
two days shor-.:; Qf the time rE~quired by that act. 

Thex:e seems, however. to be some question as~ the correctness of this 
action m the light ot the fact that the twenty-eig t days expired while M 
was still in the Creek Nation, and it was not until a ter that that he was dis· 
charged at :Montgomery, Ala. 

The testimony of W. A- Worsham and W. C- C).eveland Citizens of Monroe 
County, Ga-, shows tha1; the claimant is about 78 years oid, in feeble health. · 
and entirely unable to do anything by which to earn a support for himself 
and his aged wife. 

A similar pill was reported by your committee in the Fifty-third Con~e~, 
and passed the House, but failed m the Senate from lack of time to consider 1t 
before adjournment. 

The following amendment is recommended: 
Strike out the word "twelve," in line 9, and substitute therefor the word 

''eight;" so as to fix the rate ofpensionat$8per month. 

The amendment recommended by the committee was agreed to. 
Mr. BARTLETT of Georgia. Mr. Chairman, I desire to cor-' 

rect a clerical error in the printed bill. The word "Asheot," j-q~ 
line 7, should be "Ashurst," and I ask that that correction be 
made. 

The CHAIRMAN. If there be no objection, the correction will 
be made as indicated by the gentleman. 

There was no objection. 
The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside to be reported! 

to the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 
PATRICK CLABBY. 

Mr. BELKNAJ;>. Jtlr. Chairman, I call up the bill (H. R. 5499) ] 
for the relief of Patrick Clabby. • · · 
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The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., '!'hat the Secretary of War be, and he hereby is, author

ized and directed to removP the charge of desertion now on the records of the 
War D~artmP.nt against Patrick Clabby, late a private_of Company I, Fif~h 
Regiment Infantry, New York Volunteers, and grant him a.n honorable dis· 
charge. 

Mr. TALBERT. Mr. Chairman, I ask that the report be read. 
The report (by Mr. TRACEY) was read, as follows: 
Your committee, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 5499) to grant an 

honorable discharge to Patrick Clabby,late a private of Company I of the 
Fifth Regiment of New York Infantry Volunteers, having had the same 
under consideration, beg leave to report as follows: 

Patrick Clabby was mustered into service as a private of Company I of the 
Fifth Regiment of New York Infantry on the 28th day of March, 1865, to serve 
one year. He rendered faithful service until July S1,1865, when he is charged 
with desertion. 

The testimony appears to show conclusively that claimant took sick and 
was given a pass on a United States transportingves el to New York July31; 
that he was absent at Glencoe Island about two weeks, until h" was able tO' 
return, and that he did return to Harts Island, where he left his command, 
and found that ills company and regiment had been mustered out of service. 

Yuur committee therefore report the bill favorably and recommend that 
it do pass. 

Mx. TALBERT. Mr. Chairman, it seems to me that this is a 
bill that should not be passed by the committee to-night. I am 
sorry that it has been brought up. It seems to me that there are 
other bills and more meritorious bills which might have been 
brought up to-night. I do not think this bill comes properly before 
the committee, anyway. As I understand it, this claimant has 
slept over his r ights. I do not know anything about, it, and have 
not learned anything from the short report. It may be that the 
gentleman advocating the bill has some fm·ther information, and 
may be able to say something which will satisfy me that it is a 
meritorious bill. But, as I understand the matter, he was not 
absent h·om his command after having been wounded or having 
been sick. 

Mr. BELKNAP. I beg the gentleman's pardon. 
Mr. TALBERT. I believe he did claim to have been sick, but 

it seems you have no evidence of that fact except the statement of 
the man himself. 

As ltmderstand it, several bills have been passed which allowed 
deserters to come in and have the charge of desertion removed. 
The first step in that direction, I believe, was a proclamation in 
1862. Agreatmanyavailed themselves of that proclamation of Mr. 
Lincoln. Then it seems to me there was an act passed in March, 
1882 allowing those who had the charge of desertion standing 
agai~st them to come in and file certain evidence before the War 
Department which, if satisfactory, g~ve the cl~imant~ an honor
able discharge and allowed them, 1f otherWise entitled, to be 
placed upon the pension roll. But the law says that those who 
did not avail themselves of this opportunity within five years after 
the passage of the act should be forever barred. That act, I believe, 
was passed in 1882. 

ThEm, again, in 1884 there was another act passed, opening the 
doors again and allowing all thes~ men against who~ a charge ~f 
desertion bad been made to come m and produce satisfactory eVI
dence before the War Department and still again have the charge 
of desertion removed. A great many availed themselves of that 
opportunity. There was a proviso in that law that those who 
did not avail themselves within five. years afterwards were to be 
forever barred, and so on. ThE:' last act that I can find upon the 
books was passed in 1889, again opening the doors to those men 
against whom the charge of desertion had been made, and provid
inO' that if they could produce satisfactory evidence they could 
ha~e the charge of desertion against them removed. Many of them 
availed themselves af the law, which they ought to have done. It 
was right and proper. But there was a proviso put in that law that 
those who did not avail themselves of that legislation within three 
years were tq be forever barred . . A great many came in and 
availed themselves of that law, which they ought to have d?n~. 

Nowthelimithaspassed; they are barred bythestatuteofllllllta
tion, and it is not right for members here or elsewhere to continue 
to bring in such bills as this, for the removal of the charge of deser
tion again t men, when there are a number of others, patriotic and 
brave soldiers, whose cases could be brought up here and they 

·could be given pensions. I hope this committee to-night will sit 
down upon measu : es for the removal of charge of desertion, and 
not let them get in the way and block legislation against honest 
soldiers and brave soldiers who ought to be pensioned and who 
will get their pensions if these bills are kept in the background. 

These are my views, which I submit without any feeling and 
without any prejudice against this ma.n who deserted. I know 
nothing of his case except what I have heard read from the desk; 
but I submit that these men have had the chance time and again 
to have the charge of desertion removed, and I think that the 
time ought to be and ought to come sooner or later, according to · 
the law, when the door should be closed at last against men who 
deserted their flag, unless they can show satisfactory reasons why 
the charge should be removed; and it seems to me that this man 
h as had sufficient time. He has n ow slept on his rights fro~,.. I 

believe, 1889 to 1892, and slept on his rights for five long years, and 
now he comes here and gets in the way of some honest soldiex who 
ought to have a pension. This is bloclring legislation. I submit, 
and I hope that this committee will see to it to-night that it will 
put its foot down on this character of legislation. You can do as 
you like. I have said what I think about the matter, and if you 
see proper to pass it, why I have nothing further to say. [Cries 
of '' Vote . " ''Vote ! "] 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on laying aside the bill with 
a favorable recommendation. 

Mr. TALBERT. I move that the committee report this bill to 
the House with the recommendation that it lie on the table. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from South Carolina moves 
that the committee report the bill to the House with the recom
mendation that it do lie on the table. 

The question was t.aken; and the Chairman announced that the 
noes seemed to have it. 

.Mr. TALBERT. Division, Mr. Chairman. 
The committee divided; and there were-ayes 15, noes 82. 
Mr. TALBERT. I ask unanimous consent that it be passed 

without prejudice. · 
Mr. BELKNAP. I object. 
Mr. TALBERT. I hope that request will be granted. This is 

the first time I have made such a request for some time in the 
committee. -

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman D.·om South Carolina asks 
unanimous consent that the bill be passed over without prejudice. 

1\Ir. FAIRCHILD. I object. 
The bill was ordered to be laid aside with a favorable recom

mendation. 
LA.URA C. DODGE. 

Mr. BISHOP (when his name was called) . Mr. Chairman, I 
call up the bill {S. 2347) for the relief of Laura C. Dodge. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
B e it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be-, and he is hereby, 

authorized and directed, subject to the provisions and limitations of the pen
sion laws, to increase the pension of Laura C. Dodge, dependent widow of the 
late Capt. Frederick Laighton Dodge. United States Army, from f20 to $40 
per month, said increase to take effect from and after the passage of this act. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the amendment recom
mended by the committee. 

Mr. ERDl\IAN. Mr. Chairman, let us have the report read. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read the report in the time 

of the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 
The report {by Mr. LOUDENSLAGER) was read, as follows : 
The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 23t7) entitled 

"A bill for the relief of Laura C. Dodge," beg leave to submit the following 
rel)Ort, and reeommend that said bill do pass, with an amendment fixing the 
rate of pension at S30 per month: 

This is a bill enacting that the pension of Laura C. Dodg~. widow of the late 
Capt. Frederick L. Dodge, ba increased to $40 per month. · 

The bill is accompanied by Senate Report No. 455, this session. That report 
(except so much of same as recommends a rating of $4.0 per month) is adopted 
by your commjttee as their report. · 

[Senate Report No. 4.1)5, Fifty-fonrth Congress, first session.) 
The Committee on Pension~ to whom. was referred the bill (S.23!7) grant· 

ing a pension for the relief of Laura C. Dodge, have examined the same, and 
report: 

The claimant under tlilil bill is the widow of Capt. Frederick L . Dodge, 
whose volunteer military service is as follows: 
Statement nf the rnilitary service of Frederick L. Dodge, late private, Fm·tv· 

fourth Massachuse:tts Militia, and first lieutenant, Eighteenth NtJW Hampshire 
Infantry Volunteers. 
Frederick L. Dodge was enrolled at Boston, Mass., August 20, 1862, and 

mustered into service September 12, 1.86:.'., as· a private, Company F, Forty· 
fourth Massachusetts Militia (Infantry), to seTve nine months, and was mus
tered out of service with his company, as a private, June 18, 1863, at Read· 
ville, Mass. 

He is reported present on the company muster rolls from da.te of muster 
in to date of muster out. . · 

Frederick L. Dodge was mustered into service at Concord, N.H., March 22, 
1865, as first lientenantCompany I, Eighteenth New Hampshire Infantry Vol
unteers, to serve one year, and was mustered out with his company as first 
lieutenant July 29, 1865, at DeLancy House, District of Colnmtiia. 

He is reported present on the muster rolls of his company from date ot 
muster in to date of muster out. 

F. C. AINSWORTH, 
Colcmel, United States Army, Chief Record and Pension Ojfioe. 

RECORD AND PENSION OFFICE, 
· War Department, January 4, 1895. 

After retiring from the Volunteer Army soldier joined the Regular Army, 
his record in the Regular Army extending from 1867 to 1891. 

The following report from the office of the Adjutant-General gives a 
detailed account of his services: 

WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE. 
Washington, January s, 1895. 

Stattment of the rnilitary se1'Vice of Frederick L. Dodge, late of the United 
States ...{nny, compiledj?·om. the recm·ds of this ojfice. 

VOLUNTEER RECORD. 
PrivateofCompanyF, Forty-fourth Massachusetts,Angust29, 1862, to June 

18, 1863; first lieutenant F..ighteenth New Hampshire, March 22, 1860; honor
ably mustered out July 29, 1865. 

REGULAR ARMY RECORD. 

Second lieutenant Twenty-third Infantry, March 7, 1867; first lieutenant, 
January 22, 1..873; regi.menta1 quartermaster, June 10, 1888, to June 22, 1.88V' 
a&p tain, J une 22., 1889; retired. April18, 189lj died September ll,l89L 
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SERVICE. 

On duty at Fort Columbus, N.Y .. June 12to July 1,1867; en route to and at 
Camp Warner, Or. eg .. to May 27, 1871; at Camp Harney, O:eg., to May 2, 1872; 
at Angel Island, California, to July 1, 1872; at Fort Whipple and at Camp 
Verde. Ariz., to October 8, 1874; en route to and at Omaha Barracks, Neb:r: .• 
to May 9 1876; at Fort Sidney, Nebr., to November 2, 1876; in the field m 
Wyoming on the Powder River expedition against hostile Indians, to Janu
ary 12, 1877; at l!~ort Leavenworth, Kans., to F~bruary 18, 1679; in the field in 
t he Indian Territory to June 5, 1879; actin~ asSlstant qua:~ermaste;r and act
ing commissary of Rnbsistence at the Uruted States M1htary PriSon, Fort 
Leavenworth, Kans., to October 29, 1882; with regiment at Fort Craig, N. 
Mex. to June . ~ 1&14; at Fort Wayne, Mich., to August 16, 1889; sick at post 
to September 7, 1!!89; on sick leave to December 9, 1889; in the Governm<;nt 
Hospital for the Insane, District of Col_umbia.Jo Septem~r 17. 1890; on. s.tck 
lea\e to April18, 1891, when he was retired. .tie was exammed by a retirmg 
board March 17, 1891, and the board found in his case as follows: 

'' Tlla.t Capt. Frederick L. Dodge, Twenty-third Infantry, is incapaci~ated 
for active service bv reason of Bright's disease of the kidneys; that the mca
pacity is permanent, and that it arose from causes incident to the service, 
viz, worry and overwork in the line of. duty during .the summer of 1889." 

He died ~eptember 11, 1891, at Detroit, Mich. 
J. C. GILMORE, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 
After the war, in recognition of his services, he was commissioned a sec

ond lieutenant in the Regular Army, and was subsequently promoted to first 
lieutenant and captain. 

He served in every part of the countr"f, from N.ew York to Oregon a;nd 
Arizona, and endured the severest hardships of India~ ~arfare and fr?~t~er 
serviee. From time to time he filled nearly every poSition. of responSibil1ty 
and trust incident to his rank, until by overwork,1ong contmued, he wrecked 
and ruiued his health. 

Mrs. Dodge shared_the hardshiJ?S and sufferin~ of her husband in m:my of 
his campaigns. t::,he IS now a reSldent of Detr~1t~ Ml,ch., .in very str~I~ened 
circumstances, and appeals to Congress for r elier. Hhe ts now rece1vmg a 
pension of $2U per month, and asks that it be increased to $50. 

In view of the long and distinguished services of Captain Dodge and the 
necessities of the widow, your committee recognize the case as one of special 
merit. and therefore recommend the pa<;;sa.ge of the bill, after being amended 
by striking out the word "fifty," in line 7, and substituting therefor the 
word '•forty." 

The amendment recommended by the committee was agreed to. 
The question was taken on _laying aside th~ bill as amended 

with a favorable recemmendation; and the Chrurm.a~ announced 
that the ayes seemed to have it. 

.1\-fr. MILES. D1vision, Mr. Chairman. 
The committee divided; and th€*·e were-ayes 97, noes 0. 
So the bill was laid aside with a favorable recommendation. 

1t1RS. LUCY ALEXANDER PAYNE, 

Mr. BLACK (when his name was called). Mr. Chairman, I 
caB up the bill (8. 1501) granting an increase of pension to Mrs. 
Lucy Alexander Payne, widow of Capt. J. Scott Payne, Fifth 
United States Cavalr.r. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 

authorized and directed to put the name of Mrs. Lucy Alexander Payne, 
widow of Capt. J. Scott Payne, Fifth United States Cavalry, on the pension 
roll at $50 per month, in lieu of the pension she is now r eceiving. 

:Mr. MILES. Let UB have the report read, 1\-Ir. Chairman. 
The CHAIRMAN. The report will be read in the time of the 

gentleman from Maryland. 
The report (by Mr. COFFIN) was read, as follows: 
The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1501) ~ant

lng an increase of pension to Mrs. Lucy Alexander Payqe., have considered 

lihT~~mcl:~neff~\his case Mrs. Lucy Alexander Payne, is the widow of 
Capt. J. Scott Payne, Fifth United States Cav~lry, who gra9-uated from _the 
United States Military Academy and was appomted second lieutenant, Fifth 
Cavalry June 18, l!)t!O; :promoted first lieutenant May Zl-t 1867; resigned Sep
tember 1.2, 1868. Appomted second lieutenant, Sixth uava.lr,-, February 3, 
1873, and first lieutenant Septe~ber 8, 1874; promoted to ~p~n J~e. 4, 1~75, 
and retired as of that rank April 2!, 188tl, on account of disability or1gmatmg 
in the line of his duty. · 

Captain Payne's record is a very honorable one, and he rendered very 
bril liant and gallant service in the campaign against the Utes, especially in 
what IS known as the Milk River fight, wherein the gallant MaJor Thorn
burgh lost his life. After the fall of Major Thornburgh the comma:nd de
volved upon Captain Payne, who made a _gal1a.nt and successful resistance 
against overwhelmin~ numbers of Indians, bringin~ his command out of the 
dangerou. s position w1tb great credit. He was ~;>artJcularly mentioned by his 
commanding officer for his ·conduct in this affair, an? was recommended for 
promotion, which, for some reason, never came to him. 

He was twice wounded during the fight referred to, and was a great suf
ferer before his death. His widow is now in feeble health, suffering from 
the strain brought on by h er faithful attendance on her husband during his 
last illness. She is without means and dependent upon her pension for the 
support of herself and two minor children. 

Captain Payne died December 19, 1895, from disease originating in the 
service, and his widow is now receiving the pension of $20 pel' month pro
vided bv the general law. 

In view of the conspicuous and valuable service rendered to his country 
by t·he decea.<;ed officer, and in the light of the widow's invalid condition and 
pressing necessities, your committee reco=end the passa~e of the bill, 
amended. however, by fixing the rate of pellilion at $30 per month. 

The amendment recommended by the committee was agreed to. 
The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside with a favor

able recommendation. 
AMANDA M. WAY. 

Mr. BLUE (when his name was called). Mr. Chairman, I call 
up the bill (H. R. 5898) granting a pension to Amanda M. Way, 
as army nurse. 

Mr. MILES. Mr. Chairman--
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Maryland. 

'· 

Mr. MILES._ I have nothing to say now, Mr. Chairman. I 
thought I was recognized. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Maryland will observe 
that before he spoke the Chair had recognized the gentleman from 
Kansas. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and. he is hereby, 

authorized and directed to place the name of Amanda M. Way, of Los An·· 
geles, Cal., on the pension roll as army nurse, and pay her a pension at the 
rate of $25 a month from and after the passage of this act. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Let the report be read, Mr. Chairman. 
The report (by Mr. KIRKPATRICK) was read, as follows: 
The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H.'R. 

5898) granting a pension to Amanda M. Way, having carefully considered the 
same, respectfully report: 

'rhis claimant asks a pension by Congressional legislation on the ground 
of having served as a volunteer army nurse for a period of six months during 
the war of. the rebellion. 

She applied for a pension August 2, 1893, alleging service at Nashville and 
Murfreesboro, Tenn .. , also on the steamer City Belle, hospital boat, on the 
Mississippi River, and at ¥onnd City, Kans. 

Her claim was rejected on tlle ground of insufficient proof of appointment 
by_proper authority and requic;ite length of service. 

She ~ets forth in h er affidavit that she tendered her services to the late 
Governor Oliver P. Morton, of Indiana. and was assigned to duty in the hos
pitals of Tennessee, transportation and subsistence being furnished upon 
requisition. 

James F. Hibberd, M.D., testifies that he was surgeon in charge of hos
pital corps at Murfreesboro, Tenn., and that he knows of his own knowledge 
that clainlant rendered efficient services under his direction, and that she 
was appointed to this duty by Governor Morton.. He further testifies that 
this service began in January, 1863. 

John W. Botkin, M.D., testifies that he was surgeon in charge of hospital 
corps on hospital steamer City Belle in June and July,l863,and that claimant 
rendered efficient service as army nurse under his direction. 

John B. Routh, late regimental quartermaster Twenty-sixth Indiana Vol
unteers, testifies that of his personal knowledge claimant was called upon by 
th~ late Governor Morton to look after the sick and wounded on the battle
fields. Heparticularlyremembershervaluableservicesat Vicksburg. He also 
testifies that she spent most of her time during the war in nursing soldiors. 

Hon. Jeff. Flemmg of :Mound City, Kans., testifies to claimant's valuable 
services among the wounded at the battle of Mine Creek, Kansas, and in the 
hospital at Mound City, Kans., in October, 186!. 
· Robert Fleming, esq, testifies to the same services, and particularly men

tions her work among the sick and wounded at Mound City, Kans. · 
While it is trne that no record of her services appears, and doubtless her 

appointment was somewhat informal, yet the fact that she performed the 
services of an army nurse for a period of six months and more is clearly 
established, and in equity places the Government under obligations to recog
nize the same. 

Claimant is 68 years of age, poor, and needy. 
In vi.ew of all the facts. your committ-ee recommend the passage of the bill, 

with an amendment striking out the word "twenty-five," in line 6, and in
serting" twelve" in lieu thereof. 

The amendment recommended in the last paragraph of the 
report was adopted. 

The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House 
with the recommendation that it do pass. 

Mr. MILES. Mr. Chainnan, Imovethatthecommitteedo now 
rise. 

The question being taken on the motion of Mr. MILES, the 
Chairman declared that the noes seemed to have it. 

A MEMBER. A division! 
The CHAIRMAN. ThegentlemanfromMaryland [Mr . .MILES] 

demands a division. 
Mr. MILES. The Chair is overcourteous to me now. I have 

made no demand for a division. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understood the gentleman from 

Maryland to demand a division, but is glad that he did not. The 
motion that the committee rise is lost. 

CHARLES A. NAZRO. 

Mr. BOWERS (when his name was called). Mr. Chpirman, I 
call up the bill (:S:. R . 6671) for the relief of Charles A: N azro. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 

authorized and directed to place upon the pension roll the name of Charles 
A. Nazro, a lieutenant in Comparues F and L of the Twenty-sixth Illinois 
InfantryVolunteersin the war of rebellion, at the rate of $72 per month. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, let the report beTead. 
The report (by Mr. ANDREWS) was read, as follows: 
The Commi~e on Invalid Pensions, to whom was re~erred the bill (H. R. 

6671) for the relief of Charles A. Nazro, report thereon as follows: 
This officer served from August~. 1861, to June 18, 11:!62, when he resigned 

on account of a wound causin~entil'e loss of sightofoneeye (left) and serious 
impairment of si~pt in the otner. · He is now pensioned at $17 per month for 
los.c; of left eye w1th deformity from pistol wound. 

In addition to the entire loss of left eye, claimant has impairment of sight 
of right eye, which has been admitted by the medical officers of the Pension 
Bureau as a result of the loss of left eye. When the left eye was removed 
a piece of metal was found in the optic nerve which had been there since the 
wound was received, and which had been a constant source of nervolli! irri
tation, and caused serious impairment of his nervous system. 

Besides the affection of eyes and practical loss of sight, he has rheumatism, 
which he swears he contracted in the servi<'.e, and the evidence, which 8hows 
that he entered the service sound, and that he had a severe attack of inflam
matory rheumatism very soon after leaving the service, too soon. in fact, to 
have had its ori~ anvwhere except in the service, proves hL~ assertion. He 
is now totally disabled and so nearly blind that if he uses his one eye for any 
~!fc~~~~ ~~~or reading it becomes inflamed and he is obliged to stay in a 

At his medlcal examination in 1891 he was rated seventeen-eighteenths 
for loss of left eye, and first grade for rheumatism and resulting heart dis
ease. . On February m, 1896, h e was found totally disabled, a terrible suff8l"e:r 
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from rheumatism, and unable to dress a;qd undress himl;lelf without assist
ance. This committe~ a.re 8atisfied from the evidence that this of)icer's help
less and disabled condition is due to his army service, and therefore recom
mend the passage of the bill with the following amendment: 

Bef<;>re the word " lieutenant," in line 5, insert the word "first," and in 
~me line strike ont the words " in Companies F and L " and insert in lieu 
thereof the words "and quartermaster." . 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the amendments recom
mended by the committee. 

Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, I understand that the gentle
man from California [Mr. BoWERS] has personal knowledge of 
this case, and I should be glad to hear his state1p.ent. 

Mr. BOWERS. Mr. Chairman, the beneficia.ry of this bill is a 
neighbor of mine in California, and I am personally acquainted 
with his condition and circumstances. His left eye was shot out, 
and a piece of metal, as stated in the report, affected the optic 
net·ve so that he is to-day, or was two months ago, when I left home, 
totally blind, totally helpless, and has to be taken car~ot like an 
infant. He probably can not live more than a short time. He 
and his people are poor and the neighbors have to help to support 
him, and the case seems to me a proper one for favorable action 
by this committee. I state these facts from personal knowledge. 

The amendments recommended by the committee were adopted. 
The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the HoUBe 

with the recommendation that it do pass. 
JOHN J. CROSS. 

Mr. BURRELL (when his name was called). Mr. Chairman, 
I call up the bill (H. R. 2321) to increase the pension of John J. 
Cross. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That. the Secretary of the Interior be, and iq hereby, 

authorized and direGted to increase the ;pension of JohnJ. Oro3s, late a. mem
ber of C'10:mpany H, Eighth Cavalry, Thirty-ninth Indiana. Volunteers, from 
$8 to $35 per m-onth, subject to the conditions and limitations of the Pension 
Bureau. ' 

:Mr. ERDMAN. Let the report be read. 
The report (by Mr. WooD) was read, as follows: 
The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 

2321) to increase the pension of John J. Cross, submit the following report: 
John J. Oro~ enliSted August 28, 1~1, in Company :S:, Thirty-ninth Indi.ana 

Volunteers. This regiment reenlisted and became tlle Eighth Indiana Cav
alry. The soldier was hoporably discharged June 39., 1865.· He was captured 
at the bll.ttle of Bentonville and was con11ned in Libby Prison until April2, 
1865, where, from unwholesome food and ~ivation, he con.tra.cted chronic 
diarrhea and disease of rectum, for which . was J?ensioned at $4 from Au
gust 31, 1883l. and $6 fi:om _March 26, 1890, whio was 1~creased to $8 from Sep
tember 9, l,Sll1. Application for lp.crease has en reJected. 

He was J.p. sound health on enhstm.ent. Since 1880 he ha.!! been a CO!)firmed 
epileptic. ne is now totr:~-llY.' incapacj.tated for ma.n~al labor. :ais la~t medi
cal exae:· ation, May 17,1893, shows that he is entitled to a pension of second 
grade- pJ:Jr month-for chronic diarrhea and epilepsy and hemorrhoids. 

Two undred and forty-nine ci,tizens petition. for the increase of his pen
sion. There 1$ no qu~stion but that b~ _is totally 1ncapacitQ.ted for manual 
labor. There is considerable evidence tnat his epilepsy results from diseases 
contracted 1!\ ~he service for which he is now pensioned .. 

The corp.mittee are tmable to say froJP. this evidence that the epilepsy is 
actually the result of dil;lease$ contracted in the service, but ~.:;~the soldier is 
conclusively shown by the evidence to have ~n sound on enlistment we can 
fin<} no other pause. As he honorably served three years and ten months, 
and i5 nmy helpl08s we recommend tli.at the bill be a.mend~d by inserting the 
word "private" in lieu of" xp.em.ber," in fifth line, and striking out the word 
"five," in sixth line, so as to increase his pension to $30 per mohth. 

The amendmente recommended in the last paragraph of the 
report were adopted. 

Mr. BURRELL. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike out the word 
"Bureau," at the end of the bill, and insert "law;" so as to read, 
"pension law." 
_ Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, I observe in the report that 
two hundred and odd citizens have petitioned for the granting of 
this pension, and that seems to be the chief reason why we are to 
~rant the pension. Has it come to this, that instead of requir
mg the foundation for a pension to be laid, as is required in other 
cases, by sworn te3timony, satisfactory testimony, we are going 
to abandon that rule and grant a pension upon the petition of a 
couple of hundred citizens? Let it go forth to the world that this 
Congress is willing to grant pensions :upon the petition of citizens 
and not upon eviQ.ence, and we shall have plenty of that kind of 
work to do. I think it is a fair inference from this report that 
that is what we are asked to do in this case. 

I should be glad to have had time to examine this report to 
ascertain whether there is any merit in this case, but there has 
been no time for that, and there is no opportunity undtlr the 
peculiar system by which we are trying to rush bills through 
to-night. Gentlemen must therefore expect casual remarks and 
reflections upon these bills, and probably before they get through 
the House an opportunity may be presented to some gentlemen 
who have investigated these cases to look into them further. 

The amendment of Mr. BURRELL was adopted. 
The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the House 

with the recommendation that it do pass. 
ANDREW J. MOLDER. 

Mr. BURTON of Missouri (when, his name was called). I call 
up the bill (H. R. 6757) granting a pension to ,Andrew J.Malder. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he here b7 is, 

authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the provis10ns 
an?-limi_tations of the Jl_~nsion Jaws, the name of Andrew J. Maider, late a 
pnvate \n Capt. John MlSer's Company, Hempstead County Arkansas Mill· 
3d~ ~t o pay him a pension of $12 per month from and after the passage of 

The amendments reported by the committee were read, as fol
lows: 

Strike out "subject to the provisions and limitations of the pension laws,'' 
in ~es 4 and 5, and strike out ~11 ~he printed bill after the word "month," 
in line 8; also amend by substltutmg th~ name "Molder" instead of "Mal1 
f:~~~af~~1j~;. ~~tie so as to read as follows: "A bill granting a pension 

Mr. ERDMAN. I desire that the report be read. 
The report (by Mr. CROWTHER) was read, as follows: 
The Committee on In:valid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 

6757) granting a pension to Andrew J. Molder, late private in Ca:pt. John. 
Miser's company, Hempstead County Arkansas Militia, having ex:ammed and 
considered the facts PTesented, respectfully report. 

Claimant testifies that he enlist-ed in Oapt. John Miser's company on o:r 
about November 1,1863, and served until on or about April 1, 18M; that hl) 
was wounded in the left hip by gunshot in an action between Captain Miser's 
company and Capt. Buck Brown's guerrillas, near Pea Ridge, in Benton 
County, Ark., and that his company was at the time serving under orders ot 
Col. Loren IJarrison, of the First Arkansas Cavalry. The company was so 
depleted by killed and wounded in this action that it was never called into 
active serv1ce again. 

Claimant's testimony is corroborated by J . 8. Vansandt, who was a mem· 
ber of same cCJID.pany, and by J. H. Moore, who lived neal' Pea Ridge and w'ho 
testifies to claimant being wounded near where he lived. 

Dr. Joshua G. Morgan, of Barry County, Mo., testifies that claimant's dis
ability is J;otal from th~ gunshot wound of_ hip. The ball ente~ed th~ lowe~ 
part of hip anq range!'!. upward, lodgin~ m the groil;J., he havmg evtdently 
been in a stoopmg pos1tion when the wonnd was received. 

Applicant filed claim for vension March 18, 1892 (No. 1102622), which was 
rejected July ~1,.1892,_ on the ground that claimant was not in the military 
service of the unitea. States. 

1!"or many years the precedent has been followed of IP'anting pensions tQ 
officers and soldiers of militia who received wounds or mjurie~ m battle, it 
having always-been regarded that a gunshot wound received in action was 
equivalent to muster in. 

Your committee therefore recommel)d the passage of the bill, after be. 
ing amended by striking out "subject to the provisions and limitations of 
the pension laws," in lines 4 and o, and by striking out all the printed bill 
after the word "m~mth," in line 8; also amend by substituting the name 
"Molder" instead of "M.alder;" and a~end the title so a.s to read as follows: 
"A bill granting a. pension to Andrew J. Molder." 

Mr. TALBERT. I do not know that I understood fully the facts 
from the reading of the report. It would seem that this man was 
never in the military service. 

Mr. BURTON of Missouri He was a member of a militia com
pany which was called into actu~ service. He was wounded in 
battle, but he has been prevented from obtaining a pension becaus~ 
of the fact that he was never mustered in to the service of the United 
States. It has always been the rule, I believe, under such circum
stances, for this House to grant a pension. 

M.r. TALBE.RT. There is no record of his company having 
been mustered into the service? 

Mr, BUR TON of Missouri. No record in the War Department, 
but there is plenty of outside testimony to that effect. 

'.fhe amendments reported by the committee were adopted. 
The 1bill as amended was laid aside to be reported favorably to 

the House. 
MALACHI SALTERS. 

Mr. CALDERHE.AD (whenhisnamewascalled). I call up the 
bill (H. R. 9319) granting a pension to Malachi Salters, a sergeant 
of Company F, Ninth Regiment Illinois Volunteer Cavalry. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enQ,Cted, etc., That the Secretary Qfthe Interior be, and he is hereby, 

authorized to place thlb name of Malachi Salters, late a sergeant of Compa~y 
;F, Ninth Regimel}t of 1llinois Volunteer Cavalry, upon the pension roll of the 
United States and grant him a pension of $72 a month. 

Mr. TALBERT. Let us hear the report. 
The report (by Mr. BAKER of Kansas) was read, as follows: 
The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 

9319) granting a pension to Malachi Salters, having carefully examined the 
papers in connection with tbe same, submit the following report: · 

Malachi Salters served in Company F, Ninth illinois Cavalry, from October 
7, 1861, to October 3L 1865, when he was discharged with the rank of sergeant. 
He also served in tl,J.e war with Mexico. He is pensioned at $17 for rupt~~ 
and rheuma.tism. The lieutenant commanding his company testifies that m 
the battle of Wyatt, Miss .• his (claimant's) hearing was affected by the con
cussion of the cannon where he was stationed. He was sickly after that an<f. 
was put on duty as company clerk, as he was not fit for any other duty. Fi~ 
of hl.S comradea ~estify to his deafness incurred at that time, and that h~ 
complained of inJury to his eyes, and soon after that he bad weak eyes, and 
that his eye trouble and impaired hearing continued until his discharge. 

Upon examination by special agent of the Pension Bureau 'vitnesses tes· 
tify to his soundne3S prior to enlistment, and to existence of hernia. anq 
rheumatism, severe deafness, and injury to his si~;rht on his return from ~b,~ 
service. He has a b11yonet wound received while m action. April 8, 1891, ~ 
examination rated him eight-eighteenths for hernia., twenty-two thirtiethil 
for severe deafness, first grade for blindness, and ten-eighteenths for rhell· 
matism. 

One physician testifies that he found 1:1e~e cataract of both eyes, and upo1,1 
this the Pension Bureau rejects the blindness or disease of eyes, and notea 
that the blindness is due to age. Ii'ive witnesses testify to incurrence and 
continuance of deafness and disability of eyes from the time he received them 
in the service; yet the Pension Bureau rejects the deafness. 

Claimant is 88 years old, and has ~~n totally blind since 1890. His eyes at·~ 
constantly inflamed; he is helpless w1th rheumatism. · The testimony of three 
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physicians shows that his present physical condition is such that he should 
have a constant attendant m addition to his wife. He occasionally has attacks 
which render him tmconscious. His entire property has· not been of more 

· value than $100 p.t any time within t4e last; ten years. He is dependent on the 
charity of the Grand Army of the R epqblic post of his town. Clay ~nter, 
Kans. In view of the testimony of one lieutenant and several comrades to 
the incurrence of the eye and ear trouble, and the fact that he has continued 
to suffer from these troubles {tnd is now total).y disabled therefrom, yoar 
committee consider this a. meritorious case. We therefore recommend the 
passage of the bill as amended. · 

Amend by striking out the word "seventy-two," in line 7, and inserting 
the word "fifty " in place thereof. · 

Amend the title so as to read: "Granting a pension t<? Malachi Salters." 

The amendments reported by the committee -were rea-d, and 
agreed to, as follows: _ 

Strike out the word "seventy-two," in line 7, and insert the wol'd "fifty" 
in pla{Je thereof. 

Amend the title so as to read: ".A. bill granting a pe?-sion to Malachi Salters." 

The amendm.ents were agreed to. 
The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported favorably to 

the House. 
ANNA G. VALK. 

Mr. COFFIN (when his name was called). I call up the bill 
(H. R. 7055) increasing the pension of Anna G. Valk. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be i t en acted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and is hereby1 authorized and directed to increase the pension of Anna G. Valk, widow or 

William W. Valk, la te surgeon of the Fourth Maryland Volunteer Infantry, 
United States Volunteer Army, to the sum of $50 per month. 

The amendments reported by the committee were read, as fol
lows: 

In line 6 insert the word" Volunteer" before the word "Infantry," and 
strike out the words" United States Volunteer Army." 

In line 7 strike out the word "fifty" and insert iri lieu thereof the word 
"forty." 

Mr. ERDMAN. Let the report be read. 
The report (by Mr. MILES) was read, as follows: 
The Committee on Invalid Pensions, having considered the evidence relat

ing_to the bill (H. R. 7055) increasing the pension of Anna G. Valk, report: 
William W. Valk SQrved about four years and was honorably discharged as 

surgeon of the Fourth Maryland· Volunteer Infantry. He never applied for 
pension. Had he even :filed a .claim his widow co:uld have .completed it and 
drawn the accrued pension from the date of his discharge, m 1865, to the date 
of his death, in 1879, as she has since establish ed the fact that he died from 
disease of the lungs contracted in the service, and i ':l now in receipt of a pen
sion of $25 a month, total of rank of her husband a.<; a surgeon. This ia not 
enough to provide for her necessities, as she is now 61 years of age, and has 
dependent on her two young daughters. Her only income or means of sup
port are her p ension and the aid given by an older daughter. 

The above facts are established by the evidence, and in view thereof it is 
believed that her pension should be increased , and t o that end it i::; recom
mended tl}.at the bill pass, after being amended as follows: 

In line 6 insert t}le word "Volunteer" b efor e the word "Infantry," and 
strike out the words "United States Volunteer Army. " 

In line 7 strike out the word "fifty" and insert in lieu thereof the ·word 
"forty." 

The amendments reported by the committee were agreed to. 
The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported favorably to 

the House. . 
NANCY ROBERTS. 

Mr. COLSON (when his name was called). I call up the bill 
(H. R. 8633) granting a pension toN ancy Roberts, of Manchester, 
Clay County, Ky. · 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he hereby is, 

authorized and directed to place the name of Nancy Roberts, widow of Jesse 
Roberts, late a private in Company A, Forty-ninth Kentucky Volunteer 
Infantry, on the pension roll at$:?{) per month. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on laying this bill aside to 
be reported favorably to the House. 

Mr. ERDMAN and Mr. MILES. Let us have the report. 
The CHAIRMAN proceeded to put the question. 
Mr. ERDMAN. The reading of the report was called for. 
The CHAIRMAN. The point was not made in time. 
The bill was laid aside to be reported favorably to the House. 

WILLIAM EDWARDS. 

Mr. COOK of Wisconsin (when his name was called). I call 
up the bill (H. R. 7333) granting a pension to William Edwards, 
Company D, Tenth Regiment Vermont Volunteers. 

The bill wa-s read, as follows: · 
Be it enacted, etc. , That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 

o.uthorized and directed t o place on the pension r oll, subject to the provisions 
and limitations of the pension laws, t he name of William Edwards, of Com
pany D, Tenth Vermont Voiunteer Infantry. 

The amendments reported by the committee were read, as fol
lows: 

In lines 4: and 5 strike out" subject to the provisions and limitations of the 
pension laws." 

At the end of the bill add," and pay him a p en!:'ion of $12 p er month." 

Mr. ERDMAN. Mr. Chairman, the gentlemen who were so 
anxious to change the usual rule, and whose names do not happen 
to begin with A, B, or C, can at this time of the night, when it is 
within three or four minutes of the time when the committee 

must rise and the House adjourn, see that tlie prediction I made 
before we went into this system was correct. They must feel that 
they have been " bunkoed " by it, just as I told them in the 
beginning they would be. I presume that on next Friday nighy 
it will be perfectly fair to commence the call of the roll where we' 
leave off to-night. · 

·several MEMBERS. Certainly. 
Mr. ERDMAN. And I wanttosaythat if you want to do that, 

you should try to have at least 178 members present in order to 
do it. 

Mr. THOMAS. I move that the committee now rise. 
The motion was agreed to. 
The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker pro tempore 

rMr.LACEY] havingresumed the chair, Mr. WELLINGTONreported 
~at th~ Commit~e of the Whole Ho~se, havin~ had under con
Sideration the Private Calendar, had directed him to report with 
amendments and as so amended with favorable recommendation 
bills of the following numbers: House bills 9683, 3745, 4076, 5898 
6671, 2321, 6757, 9a19, and 7055; and Senate bills of the following 
numbers: 2126, 205, 2347, 1501. 

Also the following bills without amendments and with the rec
ommendation that they do pass: House bills Nos. 10040, 6268 7627 
5499, 8633; and Senate bills Nos. 2931 and 146. ' ' 

Also that the committee had had under consideration the bill 
(H. R. 7333) granting a pension to William Edwards, and had 
come to no resolution thereon. 

WILLIAM EDWARDS. 

Mr. COOKof Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con
sent that the bill (H. R. 7333) granting a pension to William Ed
wards, Company D, Tenth Regiment Vermont Volunteers which 
was the unfinished business in the Committee of the Whol~ when 
the committee rose, be taken up and considered by the House at 
this time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there objection to the request 
of the gentleman from Wisconsin? 

There being no objection, the bill was considered, the amend
ment recommended by the Committee on Invalid Pensions was 
agreed .to_, an~ the bill ~s amended <?rdered to ·be engrossed an<l 
read a thud time; and It was accordingly read the third time, and 
passed. 

And then (the hour of 10o'clockand 30minuteshaving arrived) 
the Speaker pro tempore under the rule declared the House ad
journed. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, ETC. 
U~der. clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the fo11owing executive com~ 

mumcatwns were taken from the Speaker's table and referred a.S 
follows: 

A letter fr?m the Sec!etary of War, transmitting, with a letter 
from the Chief of Engmeers, report of examination of Hillsboro 
Bay, Florida-to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors, and 
ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting a letter from 
~he Chief of _En~ineers reco~mending the repeal of an act grant
mg to the B1rmmgham, Mobile and Navy Cove Harbor Railway 
C~~pany certain_ rights of way tJ:rrough Fort Morgan (Ala.) 
M1htary ReservatiOn-to the Committee on Military Affairs and 
ordered to be printed. ' 
. A letter fro~ th~ Acting Secretary of the Treasury, transmit

tmg a commumcation from the Secretary of the Interior recom
mending the payment of certain expenses incurred at the burial 
of the late C~l. Paul F. ~aison, '£!nited States Indian inspector
to the Committee on In~Ian Affaus, and ordered to be printed. 
. A letter fro~ th~ Actmg Secretary of the Treasury, transmit

tmg a communtcatwn from the Secretary of the Intedor submit
ting an estimate of appropriation for the survey of the lands of 
the Chickasaw Nation-to the Committee on Indian Affairs and 
ordered to be printed. ' 

A letter from the receiver of the Belt Railway Company of the 
District of C~lumbia, transmitting the report of the company fo:r 
the year endmg December 31, 1896, together with a list of the 
stockholders of the company-to the Committee on tt.e District 
of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 
. A let~er from the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, transmit

ting, With a favorable r ecommendation, a draft of a bill for the 
cession of the old light-house site at Hog Island VirO'inia-to th~ 
Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerc'e, and ordered to 
be printed. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PUBLIC BILLS AND 
RESOLUTIONS. 

Under clause 2 of Rule XTII, bills and resolutions were severally 
reported from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and referred to 
the several Calendars therein named, as follows: 

By Mr. CUMMINGS, from the Committee on the Library, to 

•'' 
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which was referred the bill of the .House (H. R. 9898) for the erec
tion of an equestrian statue of Maj. Gen. Henry W. Slocum in the 
city of Washingt on, D. C., reported the same without amendment, 
accompanied by a report (No. 2692); which said bill and report 
were r ef erred to the Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. ELLETT, from the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce, submitted the views of the minority of aid committee 

1122) entitled" An act for the relief of Sally Hardmond." (Repm-t 
No. 2710. ) 

By Mr. BENNETT, from the Committee on Interstate and For• 
eign Commerce: The bill (H. R. 7270) to restore · Lieut. Samuel 
Howard t.o his proper rank. (Report No. 2712.) 

P UBLIC BILLS, MEMORIALS, AND RESOLUTIONS. 

upon the bill (H. R. 10000) to amend the act entitled ".An act to I Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, bills, resolutions, and memorials 
regulate commerce;" which said views (Report No. 2586, part 2) of the following titles were introduced and severally referred as 
were referred to the House Ca-lendar. follows: 

Mr. MEREDITH, from the Committee on the District of Colum- By Mr. MURPHY of Arizona: A bill (H. R. 10181) specifyinO' 
bia, to which was referred the hill of the House (H. R. 9770) provid- the courts in which Indians shall be tried for offenses commit ted 
ingthatthePotomacFlatsshall bereservedandimprovedforpark within the Territories of the United States-to the Committee on 
purposes under the name of the Potomac Park, reported the same Indian Affairs. 
without amendment, accompanied by a report (No. 2708); which By Mr. SWANSON: A bill (H. R. 10182) to confirm title to 
said bill and repo1·t were :referred to the House Calendar . lots 13 and 14, in square 959, in Washington, D. C.-to the Com· 

By Mr. PRICE, from the Committee on Interstate and Foreign mittee on the District of Columbia. 
Commerce, to which was referred the bill of the Senate (S. 3303) By Mr. McCALL of Massachusetts (by request): A bill (H. R. 
entitled "An act to authorize the ·construction by the Kansas 101 3) to provide a uniform currency for the United States of 
City, Shreveport and Gulf Railroad Company of a bridge across America-to the Committee on Banking and Currency. 
the Sabine River between the States of Louisiana and Texas," re- By Mr. ELLETT: A bill (H. R. 101~) to define and regulate 
ported the same without amendment, accompanied by a report fraternal and beneficiary orders in the District of Columbia-to 
(No. 2717); which said bill and report were referred to the Bouse the Committee on the District of Columbia. 
Calendar. By 1\fr. COOPER of Wisconsin: A joint resolution (H. Res. 240) 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PRIVATE BILLS. 

Under clau e 2 of Rule XITI, private bills and resolutions were 
severally reported from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and 
r~ferred to the Committee of the Whole House, as follows: 

By Mr. BAKER of Kansas, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions: 

The bill (S. 2375) entitled "An act granting an increase of ;pen
-sion to John G . Powers.~ · (Report No. 2693.) 

T he bill (H. R. 6754) granting an increase of pension to Michael 
Scannell. (Report No. 2713.) 

By Mr. CROWTHER, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: 
The bill (8. 3196) entitled "An act granting an increase of pen

sion to George W. Walton." (Report No. 2ti94.) 
The bill (H. R . 5507) for the relief of D. W. Snider. (Report 

No. 2714.) 
By Mr. KERR, from tbe Committee on Invalid Pensions: 
The bill (S. 2672) entitled "An act granting a pension to John 

J . Shockey." (Report No. 269"5.) 
The bill (S. 2992) entitled "An act granting a pension to Ellen 

O'Hara." (Report No. 2696.) 
The bill (S. 2~94) entitled • 'An act granting a pen sion to William 

G. Alspach." (Report No. 2697.) 
The bill (S. 3190) entitled '"'.An act granting a. pension to Amos 

L . Hood." (Report No. 2698.) 
The bill (S: 3103) entitled "An act granting a pension to Jesse 

0. Davy." (Report No. 2699.) 
By Mr. KIRKPATRICK, from the Committee on Invalid Pen

sions: 
The bill (S. 3324) entitled ''An act granting an increase of pen

sion to. Allen Buckner, of Baldwin, Kans." (R~port No. 2700. ) 
The bill (S. 3339) entitled "An act granting a pension to Louise 

E. Perlrins." (Report No. 2715.) 
By Mr. LAYTON, :from the Committee on Invalid Pensions: 
The bill (S. 2097) entitled "An act granting an increase of pen

sion to Joel M. Gibson." (Report No. 2701.) 
The bill (S. 290 3) entitled "An act granting a :pension to Frank-

lin Andrews." (Report No. 2702.) . 
The bill (S. 2993) entitled "An act granting a pension to Rebecca 

Gilbert." (Report No. 2703.) 
The bill (S. 2995) entitled "An act granting a pension to James 

M. Dennison." (Report No. Z704.) 
The bill (S. 3145) entitled "An act to increase the pension of 

William Hulsizer." (Report No. 2705.) 
By Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee on Invaljd Pensions: 
The bill (H. R . 5619) gr~ting a pension to Mary Bemus. 

(Report No. 2706.) 
The bill (H. R. 1473) increasing the pension of Joseph McCune. 

(Report No. 2716.) 
By Mr. WOOD, from the Committee on Invalid Pe.nsions: The 

bill (S. 2909) entitled "An act granting an increase of pension to 
Renry Schafer." (Report No. 2107. ) 

By Mr. COX, from the Committee on Claims: 
The bill (S. 1582) entitled ·~n act to pay to th~ widow of the 

late Samuel F. Miller, a justice of the Supreme Court, a sum equal 
to the balance .of his salary for the year in which he died." (Re
port No. 2709.) 

The bill (H. R. 8284) authorizing the Secr etary of the Treasury 
to paythesum of S400to Brownell& Co., Dayton, Ohio, on account 
of penalty erroneously imposed by the Light-House Board. (Re
port No. 2711.) 

By Mr . SN OVER, from the Committee on Claims: The bill (S. 

concerning the construction of thepu blic building at Racine, Wis.
to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

By Mr. IDTT: A ,joint resolution (H. Res. 241) providing for 
the printing of the Consular Regulations of 1896-to the Commit
tee on Printin~. 

By Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE: A resolution (House Res. No. 509) 
providing for occupation of the galleries at the counting of the 
electoral vote-to the Committee on Rules. 

By Mr. MONDELL: A memorial of the State of Wyoming, con
cerning the California mineral land bill-to the Committee on the 
Public Lands. 

FRIV ATE BILLS, ETC. 
Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, private bills of the following titles 

were presented and referred as follows: 
By .Mr. COLSON: A bill (H. R . 10185) granting an honorable 

discharge to John R . Alford-to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Also, a bill (H. R . 10186) granting a pension to Sarah Ann 
Phillips-to the Committee of Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 10187) granting a pension to Mary J. Ellis, 
widow of Joel B. Ellis, Company H, Thirteenth Kentucky Cav· 
alry-to the Conunittee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 10188). granting a pension to Ibia Dicken
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R . 10189) for the relief of Margaret E. Cole-to 
the Com:mittee on Invalid Pen ions. 

By :Mr. HUBBARD: A bill (H. R . 10190) to pay the findings of 
the Court of Claims in the case of William Strawhorn-to the 
Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. RUSK: A bill (H. R. 10191) granting a pension to Mrs. 
Elmina Creighton-to the Committee on Pensions. 

B_y Mr. WOOD: A bill (H. R. 10192) granting a pension to 
Martha A. De Lamater-to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 10193) granting a pension to Willis 131·ady
to the Committee.on Invalid Pensions. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 
Under clause 1 of Rule XXll, the following petitions and papers 

were laid on the Clerk's desk and refe1-red as follows: 
By ·Mr. BARHAM: Memorial of the Humboldt Chamber of 

Commerce of Eureka, Cal., as1..~ng for a public building at Eu
reka, Cal.-to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

Also, memorial of the Humboldt Chamber of Commerce of 
Eureka, Cal. asking consideration of the Nicaragua Canal bill
to the Committ ee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

By Mr. CRISP: Resolution of the city council of Savannah, Ga. , 
recommending that Fort Pulaski be repaired-to the Committee 
on Appropriations. 

ByMr. CURTISofiowa: PetitionofthedeanoftheUniversityof 
Michigan; president of Muskingum College, Concord, Ohio; chan
cellor of Syracuse (N.Y.) University; president of Geneva Col
lege, Beave1· Falls, Pa.; dean of General Theological Seminary 1. 
New York; president of University of California; president or 
Cornell University; president of Guilford (N. C.) College; bishop 
of Springfield, and bishop of Tennessee. for the _passage of the bill 
for the prevention of cruelty to animals in the District of Colum
biar-to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Also, petition of the Woman's Christian Temperance Union of 
E arlville, Iowa, urging the passage of Senate bill No. 2485, to pro
tect the first day of the week as a day of rest in the District of 
Columbiar-t o the Committee on t h e Judiciary. • 
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By Mr. GIBSON: Paper relating to the claim of John Brou:der, 
of Loudon County, Tenn.-to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. GRAFF: Resolutions of the State Grange _of illinois, 
favorable to woman suffrage-to the Committee on Election of 
President, Vice-11.-esident, and Representatives in Congress. 

Also, resolutions of the State Grange of illinois, favorable to 
rural maildelivery-totheCommittee on the Post-Office and Post
Roads. 

AJso, resolutions of the State Grange of illinois, in favor of pos
tal savings banks-to the Committee on Banking and Currency. 

Also. resolutions of George Yocum Post, No. 325, Grand Army 
of the Republic, in favor of a service-pension bill-to the Commit-
· tee on Invalid Pens:ions. 

By Mr. HOWELL: Petition of the Medi~al Society of New Jer
sey, protesting agamst the passage of Se-nate b-ill N-o. 1552, for the 
further prevention of cruelty to animals in the District of Colum
bia-to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Also, petition of the Eleventh Ward Republican Club, of New
ark, N.J., urging the annexation of Cuba-to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

Also, petition of the State Horticultural Society of New Jersey, 
opposing the free distribution of seeds as being unwise, unneces
sary, and a wasteful expenditu;re .of the public money-to the 
Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, petition of the Board of Trade of Asbury Park, N. J., 
-nrging the passage of the Torrey ba-nkruptcy bill-to the Com
mittee on Banking and Currency. 

By Mr. HURLEY: Petition of J--aeob Mull-er, of Breoklyn, 
N. Y., for higher rate of duty on harness and saddlery-to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. KIEFER: Resolutions of Minneapolis Division, No.117, 
Order of Railway Conductors, favoring the passage of the arbi
tration bill, the contempt-of-court bill, the Phillips commission 
bill, and the Sherman bill-to the Committee on R:ules. 

By Mr. LAYTON: Petition of George R. Beutel and 43 'Other 
citizens of Lim.a, Ohio, protesting against the passage of the Sher
man bill to abolish ticket brokerage-to the Committee on Inter
state and Foreign Commerce. 

By Mr. LITTLE: Petition of Dr. W. 0. Trott, Judge J. L. 
Wood, Hon. J. T. Gunter, aE.d292 other citizens of the Cherokee 
Nation, praying that the payment rolls of 1851 and 1852, of the 
Old Settlers and emigrants., be made the basis for the new roils to 
be made by the Dawes .Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes 
of Indians-to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By ~1r. McRAE: Sundry petitions of G. D. Smith, of Princeton, 
Ark.; M. R. White, -of Portland, Ark.; W. W. Folsom, of Hope, 
Ark.; James Crook, of Wilton, Ark., and A. B. Bishop, of Locks
burg, Ark., for favorable action on House bill No. 4566, to amend 
the postal laws-to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post
Roads. 

By Mr. MILLER of West Virginia: Petition of F. S. Smith, 
A. B. White, and 86 other citizens of Parkersbm·g., W.Va., pro
testing against the passage of the Sherman bill-to the Committee 
on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 
. Also, evidence in support of House bill No. -9990, for the relief 
of Absolom Maynard-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. l\100DY: Protest of 44 citizens of the State of Massa
chusetts, against the passage of the House bill No. 10090, to abolish 
ticket brokerage-to the Committee on Interstate and For-eign 
Commerce. 

By Mr. PERKINS: Petition of 54 citizens of Sioux City, in 
opposition to House bill No. 10090, known as the Sherman bill, 
to abolish ticket brokerage-to the Committee on Interstate and 
Foreign Commerce. 

By Mr. STEELE: Petition of William Wiley and other citizens 
of Marion, Ind., also petition of Edwin E. Russell and other citi
zens of Kokomo, Ind., protesting against the passage of House 
bill No. 10090, abolishing ticket brokerage-to the Committee on 
Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

By 1\Ir. STROWD of North Carolina: Petition of the heirs of 
Francis M. Hathcock, deceased, late of Wake County, N. C., 
praying reference of his war claim to the Court of Claims under 
the Bowman Act--to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. TAYLER: Resolutions adopted at a m-ass meeting of 
citizens of Youngstown, Dhio, protesting against lynch law in 
the South-to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, petition of citizens of Canton, Ohio, protesting against 
the passage of the Sherman bill with respect to ticket brokers-to 
the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

By Mr. VAl~ VOORIDS: Petition· of D. W. Dye and other 
'Citizens of Marietta, Ohio, protesting against the passage of 
House bill No. 10090, abolishing ticket brokerage-to the Com
mittee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

By Mr. WOOD: Petition of Martha A. DeLamater, of Craw
ford County, lll., for an act granting her a pension -to the Com
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, petition of Willis Brady, of Coles and Cumberland coun
ties, Til., for a pension-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVER 

SATURDAY, January 30, 1897. 

The Rouse met at 12 o'clock m., and was called to orde1· by the 
Speaker. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. HENRY N. COUDEN. 
The Journal of the proceedings of yesterday was read and ap

proved. 
HENRY A.. WEBB. 

The SPEAKER laid before the Rouse the bill (IL R. 1256) for 
the relief of Henry A. Webb~ with a Sena.te amendment thereto. · 

The Sen-ate amendment waR read. 
Mr. DOCKERY. I desire to ask the gentleman interested in 

this bill what change is made by the Senate amendment from the 
bill as it passed the House? 

Mr. BULL. The Senate amendment reduces the a-mount. 
Mr. DOCKERY. The amount of what? . 
Mr. BULL. Reduces the amount that the House bill calls fur 

"by $550. 
Mr~ DOCKERY. The Senate amendment does not describe the 

same bonds that the House bill describes? 
Mr. BULL. It describes the same bonds, but simply reduces 

the total by the amount of the bonds that were redeemed at ·the 
Treasury. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Reduces the indemnity bond? 
Mr. BULL. Not the indemnity bond, but the amount of the 

bonds that were stolen, by the sum of $650. The indemnity bond 
remains double tile amount just the same. 

Mr. DOCKERY. It having boon ascertained that the $650, the 
difference in the amount, had already been paid? 

Mr. BULL. Yes: 
Mr. DOCKERY. In all other respects, the description of the 

bonds is the same? 
Mr. BULL. Is the same; yes. 
Mr. DOCKERY. The same as carried in the original House 

bill? 
Mr. BULL. Yes. 
The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman move to eoncur in the 

Senate amendment? 
Mr. BULL. Yes. 
The Senate amendment was concurred in. 

ERIE CANAL. 

1\fr. PERKINS. Mr. Speaker, I desire to present a resolution 
for the printing of a House document. ' 

The resolution was read, as follows: 
Re.~o~ved. That the report of Thomas W. Symons, Corps of Engineers, upon 

House bill No. 'r-775, Fifty-fourth Congress, first session, providing for widen
ing the locks of the Erie Canal, in the State of New York, with the accom
panying diagrams, be printed aR a House document. 

1\ll·. TER-RY. I should like to ask the gentleman what is the 
estimated cost of this printing? 

Mr. PERKINS. One hundred a-nd eighty-five dollars. 
The resolution was agreed to . 

AGRICULTURAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

And then, on motion of Mr. WADSWORTH, the House resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union 
for the further consideration of the bill (H. R. ~961) making appro
priations for the Department of Agriculture for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1898, with Mr. PAYNE in the chair. 

The Clerk (resuming the reading of the bill) read as follows: 
Salaries, Bureau of Animal Industry: One Chief of Bureau, $!,000; one 

assistant chief, $2,500; one chief clerk of Bureau, $2,000: one chief of in81Je<.:· 
tion division, $2.500; one a..~sistant chief of inspection division, $1,800; one 
chief of darry division, $2,500; one assistant chief _of dairy division, "'1,800; one 
chief of pathological division, $2.5110; one assistant in pathological division, 
$1,400~ one assistant in pathological division $340; one chief of biochemic 
division, $2,500; two assistants in biochemic division, at $1,400 each, $2,800: one 
assistarnt in biochemic laboratory, $720; one chief of m.ll;eellaneous division, 
$2,000; one zoologist, $2,250; two veterinary inspectors, at :o. l,SOO each. S3.600; 
two veterinary inspectors, at $1.400 each. S2,8UO; one assistant at vete~inary 
experiment station, 1,000; one clerk of class 4. $1.800; one clerk of class a, 
$1,600; one clerk of class 2, 81,400; six clerks of class 1, $7,200; six clerks, a.b 
$1,000 each, $6,000; one clerk, SS4D; three firemen, at $7'20 each, $2,100: four 
messengers, at $720 each. $2.880; two Rkilled laborers, at $660 each, $1,320: for 
employment of artists, labQrers, and charwomen, $5,000; in all, $69,71:0. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Chairman, I desire to make pojnts of 
order against the following provisions of the bill~ because they are 
new legislation and also change existing law: In lines 9 and 10, 
page 'J, the salary can-ied in the bill for the chief of the pathological 
division is $2,500. I desire to make a point of ·order agamst that, 
the existing law being S2,250. I desire to make a point of order 
a-gainst the provision allowing the assistant in the pathological 
division $1,400, the salary under the law being $1,200 only. I also 
desire to make a point of order against the provision creating the 
office of one assistant in the pathological division, $840, it being a 
new provision; also again.<1t the increase of salary of tke chief of the 
biochemic division from $2,250 to $2,500; also against the increases 
of the salaries of two assistants in biochemic division to $1,400 
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