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Preface 

Thill work """. at fir.t intended to be a oomplete hiatory of the 

Community of the Silt.n of St. Franoia of A .. i81 at St. Franoia. 

WiloonIJin. On investigation of the arohive material , it wa. found 

that the unoatalogued 0 cnditlon of dOOUJJl8nt. , would Z'equire 80 muoh 

prelimi.naJ7 .tuoy that it .eemed betwr to limit the lubjeot to the 

General.hip of one Superior General of the St. Francia Oommunity. 

Therefore , ad'Yiled by Mother Uary Bartholomew, O.S . II' ., pr ... nt 

Superior General of the Community. the writer un~rtook to .keteh the 

Hfe and labor. of },{other lIary b ola !bren, O.S.II'., Superior o.neral 

of the Oongregation from 1898 to 1925. She 1, de.d only twelve year., 

yet her ' extraord1DfAry . personality and extenaive labor. can never be 

forgotten by the llIj!IIDlbera of her community , by her living relative., 

and by her friend, both among the clergy and tJut laity in the United 

Stat •• and in Europe . 

'the ma.nner ot developing the aubjeot ia hiatorioal and required 

the retelling of some State and National hiatory, beoaus. Mothet' 

Thecla wa. born in Wileonsin in pioneer dqa, beoame the Superior 

General of the fir.t Oongregation of religious women founded in that 

State, and guided that community At a oritioal period of Wileonain's 

Catholio ct.velopment. The 8tu~ hal required .xten.i~' , original 

re.earoh, which waa .ometimes fruitl ••• , for up to the present date no 

biogra~ of Mother fheola hu been writ ten. ~oe no guide po.t, 

were found to direot the student . 

... 



1'h.e writer hal drawn oonsidera.bly from information derived from a 

great nUlllber of i.nterviewswith U",ing relative., member. of the 

hieraro~, member. of har religioua Congregation, and friend. and 

benetactore who krlsw Mother Theola . Hat.rial a", .. !labla in the ex

ilt1ng diui •• , &nnAla , and aroh!,", of the St. Franoia of A •• iei 

COIIII1unl tr ha, been helpful. 

-" 
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Thoma. fhren stepped briskly to the .idewalk. His countenanoe 

beamed with joy and his footstepa echoed th ••• unspoken word., I 

am no long.r an aU.n. I am a. oit1&.n of the.e United States, I am 

an Amerioan. In hie handa lIr. Thr.n gra.ped tightly the papers 

Mr. Yfilliam Pur.on Deft, .. olerk ot a New York oity, had given him. 

For Mr. Thr.n had just r.oorded under oath hi. int.ntion ot beooming 

a o1ti.en of the Unit.d State. and had perpetually renounoed 

"all allegianoe and ticlel1ty to U1T 'oreign 
PrinGe, Potentate, State or 80nrelgnty 
what ..... r. and partioularly to tM ling ot 
Iaclen." 1 

1. St. Franel. ot A .. id Con .... nt Arohi ..... , PollOI lady Lit. ot 
Mother TMola 1868--1898, a reoopy of the orlginal oitilen.hip 
paper. taJien out by Thomal Thren, tather or Kother Theola. The 
paper. are kept at the heme ot Ber.n !bren, Watertown, Wis
oonsin, brother ot Kother Theola. 

H. B. Bereatter 'Idlen reterenoe 1. _d. in thl. the.i. to the 
St. Franoi. Ccm .... nt Archi ..... the abbreviated torm ot 
S.F.A.C.A. w111 be u •• d. 

Thll ..... the 23r4 of October, 1866. SOIIIet1me before thU dat., 

in the early t1ftle. ot the nlneteenth oentury, Thoma. Thren had 

abNldoned hi ... aving 10CIDI in Kammerldort, kclen, Germany, wh.re he 

was born, .ought the new world ao.ro .. the Atlantio water., work.d at 

v&rioue job. in ...... ra1 oitle. ot lew York State, and, at Albany, 

1. 

marrled Margaret Bogner, tormerly ot There.alenteld, Bavaria, Germany. 

The oontinuaL Jtream of 1mm1grant. that oame into the Iap1re 

State trom Europe oauNci Mr. fhren to .eek an opportun1ty to move 

farther ... t where the vi.ta. were wider and the .paoe. aore open. 

From CCJal1a.ioner. who had be.n Nnt to I .. York. he had heard that 



the .tate of Whoonsin WEl' a land flawing with milk and honey, the 

immigrants' bndof promis.. Th1a State Jir. Thren decided would be 

the oountry. of U. adoptionJ thero he would take hie young 1'Iite and 

their tir,tt.born daughter, R088. Being a lIIIUl or firm detentination 

and fixed reaolve, Mr. ?!hren decided toaet out at once. It' never . 

entered hi. m1n4 that hie congenial,. kind wite, who lo .... d the friUed 

and lacy dr..... and the fanoy oap. ,or the age , would min the lite 

of a Hew York _tropol1a in a .trans-, unde-..loped frontier region. 

o.erruu.n~ her reluo:t;anoe, Thoma. Tbren per .• ua4ed hil wUe to paok 

only ab.olute neoe .. itiea and to set out with other (Jerman immig

rant. · to people the new ~te in the old Borthw..t. 

!he. route taIc.n mtAy ha.e b.en the one reoorded by another Mil-

wauk.eni J)r. J • .-.m1ah Selby I 

"YIben lew Englanders and a few trom W.atern Hew 
York jou.d the weat.ru. atr .... , &11 line. or 
travel are aought whioh oonverged at the oity 
of Buffalo, the point of departure of a line 
of .t ... r. whose .. atern terminus ..... K11waukee 
or Ohioago. Many of the W •• tern lew Yorker. 
arriV$dat Buffalo with their awn private 
oonveyanoe, family and all • • • SGIJe oame to 
Buffalo by .tage, but more 0... by the Erie 
Cual." 2 

2. Reuben Oold Thwaitea et 11.1., \flaoon.in 1n Three Oenturi .. 1634--
1905, a,40 

We.tern .. ttler. al.o tra ... eled ... twarcl by 1"11.11. Sl1m e ... iden.oe 

.hand that 'l'hOJlllL' Thren and hil tuily lett But'talo by rail. On the 

route ~ hardship ... re enoountered. The rallway trip was undoubt-

on 
edly made on a track TOry new, la1d only a flat iron rail. In tho.e 

day. railroada were .till in the experimental .tage. Theretore, 

2. 

" 



experienc.. on the journey were not diaeimilar to thoee related by 

Dr. Selby, a traveler of an earller date: 

nAn engine would run ott the traok, or the tb.t 
rail would curl up by a pre •• ure of a. whe.l, 
and the firat kinowledge of the dln.et.r would 
be it • .ue-l1lce torm da.hing through the 
flCior and perhaps pinning a pa •• ·.ac.r to hh 
.... t or perhaps the root of the oar. Then 
delay. would .n.ue, and when the train arrived 
at the .nd ot the line, it. oorm.otlC)ll would 
hay. l.tt on tl., making i t n.o •• ~ tor the 
whole train load of p! ... ng.r. to 11. onr 
until the next day." 3 

3. Ibid. , II,n 

With interaiDabl. dittloul ti.s and delay. 8Uoh a. the .. , the Tbr.n 

family _d. th.ir way to th.ir d.stination, the .tate of Wisconein. 

3. 

'" 

Upon their arrhal, in 1866 or th.reabout., the 'fhren. tound them-

.el vea in the .tate ly1.Dg at the head ot the Great Lakes, and the )(1ee .. 

i8lippl ba.in, the .tate drained by river. that oontained the principal 

trade route betwe.n the .... t and .. ~t ot the oontin.nt, the .tate 

rightly oall.d the "key.tone ot the aroh ocmneot1ng Canada with the 

Illinois and the Loul.~." MQreoYOr, thl. territory whioh Mr. Thren 

had oho.en tor hll tuture hCJ11.18 had a lonr; r.oord or oontact with 

AMrioan de.tini... lfiloon.in had been the reoruiting gl"ound or the 

Frenoh nation when in •• aroh ot .aYag. alli... Under CharI •• de Lang

lade, Whoon.in Indian. had be.n oon.piouou. at Braddook'. deteat • 

• 1l1' or tlw .... trib .. had partioipated in Pontiao '. War. 'lh. 

Brit1eh, .ucoee.or. ot the Prenoh in the Old 10z1;hnet, had •• ployed 

Indian. trom thit .ame r.gion in the War tor Ind.pendenoe and in the 

War of 1812. " 



4. 

-------------------.:.-------,' 
4. Ibid., lfl~ll 

By the end of the oontelt tor Amerloan independence, WiloQn.in, by her 
" 

fur trade, h&d allo helped to build .. rioan tortunel. John J. Altor 

drew muoh wealth frOID. thil part at the ooun~' 'by "the trade." 

But WlIoonl1n had beeD. known to white Mn l1noe the day. ot the 

French trader.. 'J'he explorer Jean )flo01e" had v1 ... d tor the tint 

time the b1U11t expan .. of f.It,ke Michigan. "the great inland lea along 

whoae ahore. are now tour ot the aolt 1aportant o1'~rioan coJlUllQn-

1I'N.ltb •• " -hre MI~d. Je.ui t Flelt and pl ... r aildonary' or Lake 

Superior, h&d taoed 4ulger." .aorU'10e4 h1a lite, and.. ,u.ed tor the 

redempt~on of the .avage. in thll reglon. Olaude Alloue., perteot 

type ot Jelult m1,.1onary, .~ built WlIconlin" tirlt Jl1uionl. Hil 

acooUnt. had reft.1ed to the world the .. oreta of the barbaroul 

people whca Iw baG enoountend. r.re IIt.rquette, S,J' I prie.t and 

explorer, had oontributed .uoh through hi. oourage and enterpri .. to 

the annala of the 1f1eoon.1n terr1tory. In 181$ with Jolliet, he had 

trawled through it. length and breadth on the trip that re.ulted 

in plaoing the Ml .. l ... 1pp1 ai"r and the DaM of the tuture .tate on 

the _po Later, thl ...... land had tOl"Md part ot the territory 

118ntioned in the Ordinanoe ot 1787, a 400ument whioh ha. been pro-

nounoed the tounda1ilon of' abaa.t e.,.rythlng peouliar to the AMrioan 

eyatem of ·&crn~t,. Suoh WIlLa tho hi.torie 'buqround or Wilcon.in 

whioh .. a admitted to at&tehood in 18.8. 6 

6. Ibld., 1.65--203 



5. 

Wlloor~in had been admitted a .... tate beoau.e during thiaand the 

previoul deoade of the thirtie., 1mm1gre.tion to American land. had pr'o-. " 

r 
gr ••• ed with tremendou. .tridea. During the deo.de of the forti •• , • . , 

large number of ()er.n. had tound their "'7 and .. ttl.ed in the Yf1acon.in 

Terrlto17. SOon eve17 Europe~ natiOn .... r.F ••• nted in the popul.

tion of Wi.oonain. Thil i.ruIr •••• of population _de it poasible to 

ent.r WlIoondn a.. .epaz-ate .tate in the Union. SoOn the .. new 

.ettler. had ravaced the timber landa, widened oultb.tlon, ribboned 

the f1eld. with railroad., bane.ted grain. buUt up • thrblng 

bu.ine.a ot stook raiaing and da1r7 tUminc. d .... loped l.ke and inland 

rieherle., ~pened q,.,.rie. and iron Ddne., u4 eupplanted l~ring 

with anut.oturing of indu.trie. in the new atate. 

It .... while WilQonain .... workina out it. deati~ .... young .tat. 

that th~. thren had brought hi. wite and da~hter there. .After. 

atop in tilwautee, already .t th.t t~ • tair-.1&ed cit7. 1Ir. Tbren 

pu.hed rarther ... tward into the trontier, into the wildemea.. Having 

heard ot a town, Watertown by name, • town _de t~ by Ohl.t Blaok 

Uawk, in the only Indian War of ~ .agnltw1e ... ged in Wiaoonain, • war 

in whioh .uch tamoul Mn a. Linooln, 'l'aylor, &.mey. and Davl. partici

pat.d, Mr. Tbron d.oided to .. ttle there pe~nt17. 

!he ,bren tamlly traveled on the newly oonatruoted 1I1lwaukee and 

W.tertown Railroad (1866) rather than the 1Da4equate and rather danger-

o~. plank road. At W.tertown, they .rrlved .t the .,e17 end or the y 

line--the heart of the Old .o~.t. Like other immigrant., the 

Thren ramily lived in the Tillage until they oould r.nt • rarm in the 

JIl1d8t ot the wild land. the .pot ohoHn b7 1Ir. 'l'hrtIn .... truly Ood'. 



oountry-, tre.h a.nd Wltouohed. 'rhetollowing .xo.rpt gi.,... on ... 

picture of .. farm of an early Wiaoonsin •• ttl.r. 

"Unobstructed by .f.no •• , hi. o .. ttl. rang.d in 
rioh f.ed far and 'Wide. Be had bell. or 
bron.. iron on hi. oow., the tone ot whioh ft, .. u. known to the boy" .. nd g1rla of the 
family. !hey took hour. to hunt the 0"'", 
wabd.ring in .. garden ot flower., in the 
wo0d8 or _nh .... 11 filled with lit. and 
be .. uty. In the halt wet land,l .. q dipper. 
white and yellow grew dena. in the gr ..... . 
'fb. fring.d ,.ntlan. painted oup or .. ·.quaw" 
fIonF two f.et high, the Ivg. yellow lad7 
n 1pper. the "ahootin& .tar" 01' dodeo .. th.on 
with ita ,lor1ou8 orown off1.tteen to twenty-
. tour pend.nt blo'IOM, ro .... 'V10leta, l111 ••.• 
and .. at.r., the bl ... lng ataJo thr •• 01' tour 
-teet high. with l.t. long .tea of gorgeous 
purple, bell. blue and yellow in large bu~ 
growth" phlox in thr.. 01' tour kind., puoooon. 
a1neral "'d, "tolle., of halt .. do •• n .peole., 
and the •• and hundred other' gru rank ... ry
where. 

Ih the thiokets _re pluaa of .. do •• n 
kind •• "-he .xact faTor and ••• on ot e .. oh .. 11 
knOllXl to the oow-hunteri. Crab .. pple. of .. t 
l •• t two kinde grew in .. bundano. aDd. the larg.r 
oily kind •• rwed tor the •• ttl.r' • .tao. pi •• 
and table ... uoe. O ... ttle 1eaaon.4 to ahalc. the 
pl_ and .. ;pp1. tn •• to ,.t the fruit. Str ..... 
berriea of ..,....10Ul IlaTor reduned the ground. 
ne d.neer woodland had 1 t. oampen ... tion. in 
'berri •• , shelter. and g.... Incll ••• flook .• of 
duok. and Ii •••• p'·rn.ded the ... ter. and ..,..h ••• 
Pigeona darkened the .q 1n their f11ght. 
". .. 1.ri'6ohiok.'ena and quail _1" in ''''1')' oorn
f1eld • . 

6. Ibid., 2.256-239 

6. 

.. 

fbi ...... the oountzy ... the newly arrh.d Oenuan .•• ttlera had found 

it. Ih .pite of the be .. utiful natlU"allUJ"roun4inga wlth it. riot of 

oolor, wild 11te, and plenty of , .... , the. taak that t .. o.d .a.oh new 

•• ttl.r waa no ... sy one. Like ' other •• ttler.. ~.n. the !hren family 
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built a hOlDe and part14)ipated til the life '01' their oommunity. After 

a home had been erected, road" , bridge • . , and renoe. had to be added. 

Land had to be oleared ot timber a,nd .ton... Grain bltLd to be planted 

and later ~ated. Oattle and towl had to be oared for and ted. 

When more prolptrou. day. appeared, orude building. had to ~ replaced 

by more .ub.tantial h&bl'batlon.. AU thi,' .... part or the.turdy 

labor in the l1ftl otone family of .ettle,. •• 

!~1e, too, ..... the work of the rathe .. , .other, .on, and three 

daughter' of the Thren household. ,"0 add: to tht! bard.hip. of making 

their livelihood wal the un.uoceaatulne •• ot Th .... 'hren a. a tarmer. 

Pro.parity Ala .low 111 cOllling to the 'l'hr.n 1' .. 11y and there was the 
• 

added diftioulty of 1Ir. 'br.n" '.verity and -.xoitablene... He would 

brook no oppoaitlon trom hU own family, trOll hi. tarm-hande.There

f ore a f"" year. puled betore .ucc ••• oame th.1r way. Ju.t when 

.the Thron t .. 11y ~. better e.tablbhed, there c .... the call tofollOif 

the countr.y" color •• 

For the United Stat .. , of which th'*la' Tlwen ft' now .. olti&en, 

ft.' taco to r~oe with a great contrav.rq. Antagoniem ·of opinion, 

antagonl ... of aotion, antagonia an~ oontu.ion ..... arhing cmtr the 

duti •• and prblle,e. of tht! rederal OO .... .,..nt and the ...... ,...1 State. 

in partioular. ~ war had been toUiht to or.~te, atr.ngthen .. and 

cement the Union, OM war had been tought 1;0 ,ain tor that Union 

reooGBitlon .among other nation. or th., world. and now .t111 another 

war had to b. to~ht to deoid.e whether 41100rd and oantu.ion ihould 

preva11 over peace and: tranqullHtYJ wheth.r the Oon.t1tut1on .hould 

be .orapped at the will or an 1n4bidual Stat. J whether •• 1f1eh gain 

ot a few .hould replace the general welfare of all. 

.. 
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Besides the aotivitios ot 'ede~al authorlt1e;a, beaidea the troops . 

oulad to the tiring line., other ma.t.r mind. a1ded in the worle and 

shared the r".ponaibil1ty of maintaining the AJatrlcan Oommonwealth 

during the .trUQ;le of the '60'.. Wbconaln. the ~ home of 1Ir. fhren, 

produoed DIn of oagaoity to meet the exlgenole. wifing during th18 

great oontllct. Governor Randall~ aixth "lIoonain gcmtrnor. _de the 

preparation. for the war in hie , State. ,.0 a joint oon .... ntion of the 

two Hou.e. ot the WlloonJin legitlature. GoTernor bndall. in hia 

annual •• tage. nt.d 1'111 per.onal v1 .... em the inatitutlon ot slavery. 

He .. ldl 

"It 1. a que.tlon whioh rl ... tar aboYe .11 
part" oon.ideratlon.. !he tree people of 
Wl~nain will ~r oontent to ~ .uoh 
OOJl8truotlon of the 'ederal Conttitut1on. 

We ow to our •• l.,.. •• &ad to the other 
tree .tate.. and to the ap1r1 t ot our 
bat1tution •• to 1"001'4 our aol.-o proteat 
-ca1nei; It. .boonain .... born otV1rr;in1a 
when 1dea. ot tree gOYern.ent tl11ed the 
minda ot bel' p"8at atate..-n. and when 
Liberty ..... the the. . of her Orator.. the 
oh11d hal not forgotten the early taught 
l ... ona ot 101'1. parent. there ahall. be 
neither ala.,..ry nor invlluntary "rvltude 
in the State of .leoon.in otherwla. ~ 
in the pun18hm1nt of oriJae wtwreot the . 
party .haU have been duly oonvict.d.... , 

7. Rou~n (JQld fhwalte., Civil War _s!!ie. and "'001..-.t1ons ot 
Wisoemsin War Oovernor.. 9 . 

After quoting Iroa the State Statute. what ofticers mu.t do in 

susta1n1nQ the law. Governor Randall, in the .... speeoh, appealed for 

a united nation in the following words, 

"1flaoon_in 11 true to the Conatitut1on • . 
the people are loyal to the Constitution 



and the Union. She will give to the Federal 
Government all their right., and will 1na1et 
upon her own. Tho . people will neT.roon.ent 
to di aunion of the Stat... th.y will .. 1d in 
bringing back every State that torgets it. 
loyal ty. !hey will not oonaont to .p.oulate 
upon a conttngGncy in which disunion would 
be ju.t11'iabl., but doing ju.t1o. and daand-
1ng ju.tioe, they will oontinue to itUpport 
the Conatitution and the la ... " 8 

6. Ibid., 13 

By January 10, 1881, aooordiug 110 the Adjutant (Mneral" report, 

fifty-two un1toJ"Md Tolunteer oompaniea had .... pond.d to the oall to 

9. 

" 

1lJ'IU, ..... equipped and organh.d throughout the State. So that with1n 

t.n day. attar he had isaued hit Prool .. Uon,OoY.rnor Randall had 

more than the allott.d quota of JDlm tor hi. r.giment... Sinoe men ot tile 

State oontinued to T011mt.er, the OoTernor .nroll.d the •• a. minute men. 

who were to be ready at any JllQlD8nt to an ... r the oall.. LiD true 

patriotio ton. of the.e Unj,ted Stat •• , withln Q1\e month, five thou.and 

Wiaoona1n men had oft. red th.ir .erVl08 tor war and .oon di.t1nguiahed 

themael v.. in aot1.... ..nloe. 9 

9. Ibid., 64 

1'hOllla' !bren, although he had Tolunte.red tor .erTio. in hie Stat •• 

was not nUlllbered _ong 1Ihe ... giment. nor minute meJh ixam1ning 011'10-

1&la had rejeoted hi. ott.r beoause of' hie tlat t •• t. But 1'homa. 

fbr.n tol.lnd oth.r ..,. or .howing h18 loyalV and patr10t!1Il to the 

.pooh-.uc1ng Chiet Bxeout1T., 4brah.. Linooln, and the Union he wa. 
trying to '\lItaln. Without doubt, whUe he labor.d on h18 tarm. 1Ir. 
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Thren generously shared hh tarm produce Wldoattle and even made 
< 

loan. of money to hie nnly adopted State. Hil .ympathetio wif., too, 

enoouraged thoee mothere who had .acritioed th.ir .ona that thia 

nation might endure and with other women furnish.d lint and bandage a 

for the aoldi.r. wound.d on the battl.field.. Mra. Thr.n aur.ly had 

heard ot or read the appeal ot the GoYernor to the women of WiaoonBin. 

Hi. word. are hi.torio and worthy of repetition. 

"It 1a your oountry and your Ocmtrn.nt loa 
.. 11 a. theira that ia now in danpr, and 
you oan giT •• trength and oourag. and 
warm -,ympath1.. and oh •• ring word. to thoa. 
who go to do battle tor all that i. dear 
to UI here. Bitter a. the parting .y be 
ot alV, I all .... ur.d that you will bid 
them go bravely torward torOod and lib.rty, 
to 'a.turn with the1rshie1da, or on them. ,II 10 

10. Ib1d., 61 

Pour year •. pa •• ed by. The _n in "blue- had triumphed over the 

men in "gray." the Union .. a pr ••• I"Y.d and reoonatruot1on waa in 

ord.r. To heal the wound. oau •• d by the C1Tll War, to r.oall .ome 

mea.ure ot pro.parity on a p8aoe-t1_ ba.i., and to adju.t the State 

tinancea wa. the t ... k ot the 1aat War GoYernor Luoiu. Fa1rchild. 

While th1a Oonrnor ..... paying bounti • . a, back pay, and penlionaJ 

while the orphan. ot aold1.ra were be1ng oared tor and proteoted by 

the g.n.rou. oontributiona ot an appreo1at1n people J while the 

aaaurance prevail.d that alav.ry .. I dead torenr, that the Un10n .. a 

on. and indlv1aibl., that the people ot th1a United Stat .. , no matter, 

what ooloi' or raoe, would b. tre., in the town .1tuat.d on the Rook 

RiTer, the town ot Wat.rtown, another 8vent, important to one family 
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there, took plaoe. 

!hia event ooourred in the hou •• hold of 1IIr. and )ir.. Thoma. 

!bren. A fUth and la..t ohild, a. da.ughter ..... born. The three older 

daughter., Ro.e, Muy, and Jlarga.r.t were happy tha.t their home wa.. 
bl .... d with another baby .i.ter, but the only .on~ B8rman, wa.. 
di"'ppointed, tor he ht.d looked forward to .. brother oompa.nion to 

hiueu. though the birth of thi. da.ughter wa.. not gener .. lly known 

to the out.ide world, thi • . oh ild wa.. de,tined to be .. gre .. t rellgiou. 

woan, wa. de,tiDed to b. a. gre .. t builder or JIOIlUlD8nta.l work. to 

Catholio1", .a. de.tined to mother .e~r.l hundred religiou. 

da.ughter., And .... de.tined to ea.rn the pra.lIe or _n And women 

re.lding throughout the Old lortbwe.t. 
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In the y.ar 1868, in the 10Te1y month wh.n men of .... ry .. g. and 

olime do honor to Mary Immaoul .. te, thia f'ltth ohlld, daughter of the 

Thoma.' !br.n family- 'WILli born on the 29th ot ... y. Bot until the 26th 

of Jun." 18tS, ".e aha brought to the b .. ptletry ot St. Henry-'e Ohurch 

.. t W .. tertown, W1eoonein, to be baptbed by- ae .... rend W. Bernard" the 

rea1d8nt paltor. 1 

1. S. F.A.C.A., Fo11ol W .. tertown Hi!to~A OoldeneeJubll ... um Erinnerrl ... ·,e1er St. Heinrioh'. aeM'lIide 68-19OS. !hie jubil •• book
T oOll1pnea for the t1tU.tili annl .... r.ary of the founding of St. 
Henry-'I Ohuroh 1n w .. tertown" lIiaoonlin .howe that the ohuroh h .. d 
been tounded f1tteen year. betore in 1863. 

'lth.en the bapt1eal party, oonl1eting of Viotori .. BGhl., .poneor, 

the , .. t!wr and moth.r with other rel .. tivee or the ohild, r.turned to 

the tal"lll hou •• , the oth.r ohildr.n or the tudq "'1'. • .. g.r to know 

what name th.1r baby- aleter had r.o.i .... d. th. name had intentionally 

been k.pt •• oret and 'WIL' re ...... 1.4 when the ohild'. .pon.or announo.d, 

"Viotori .. i. her name.· !he faoe. of th. brother and .iet.r t.ll, 

tor the name Viotoria 'WIL' unlmown to them. Loudly th.y .xpr .... d 

th.ir prote,te. Why ehould .uoh a pr.tty baby-, thought they. ha ... 

euoh .. hCllie1y DAM. JhttI both tbl ohUd'. aother and god-mothe~ had 

had th.ir .eoret re .. eon. tor naming the oh11d Viotori .. --th. mother, 

beoauM Ihe al~ ... ~.d Viotoria, Que.n of' Jngland. the god-

mOth.r, beo .. ute 1t .... her own naMe !hu., although unknown to the 

g.ner .. l public, ~ "-ricae allo had th.ir n1Qte.nth-century 

Victoria, whc, it' Ibe did not give her X\UMI to the .. ge, .. t l .... t won 

.. l ... ttng pl .. c. in the blart. at her tuture P'ranoiaoan daughter •• 

though Ibe .... known to h.r 1lIlmedi .. te tudly ... Viotori .. , the 

" 



bapt~~l .~le. record the child'. complete ~ as Maria Victoria 

Catherine Thren. 2 

2. BaFl_1 Reoord., St. Henry" Reotory, Watertown, Whoonain. 
the author hAdaooe •• to the.e reoord. and oopt.ed the complete 
name tr,* the tn the.wmner or 1941. ' 

The plaoe or Victoria 7hren" birth, Watertown, Wi.conain, i. 

13. 

looatod in the look Uver valley ~d had onc. been in tho po ..... ion 

of tho Winne_lo and Pottawotam1no Indian.. J., J'nnohman 1a oreclj, ted 

wi th the oatabl1 ... nt ot the tint trading-poet in that .,.loini ty. 

In 1838, the Indiana, who were .trongly att.ohed to the region,. had 

unwillingl¥ .urr~ndered it to Timpthy John.op, a nati.,.. of Middletown, 

Conneotiout,. .JIr. Johnson .takod out a ;th01l1iand aore claim of land 

there. 'With three other oomPf4llion., he oQn.t~ted a cabin and lived 

where the Rook Rber .... h8n\llled in by 

"grand gr~. or C!Ua and elJu anel lJIaP1e. 
and b .. aawood. the banka of the ri.,..r on 
e1 ther aide fringed with red o.~., 
ruembling hedge reno... Within the 
tore.t ... bounded herd. of deer." 3 

3 •• _xi,--.' "--i~!---_";";:" of 

Alao in B.r.A.C.A., '0110, W .. _nown Bl.toq, Jf ... ~rtown Oent8nnia.l 
1836-1936, pago. unnumbered. thi. pamphlet ...... oured by Gerhard 
fhron tor the .. uthor. 

xn the t .. 11 ot 1836, tho Johilaon tamily 0 .. trom Ohio and joined 

Mr. John.on and the other white .. ottler.. Within tho next tew years, 

other 1mmigrant. we" .. ttracted to the "a..pid." u the .ettlement .... 

then oalled. By 185S, beo&.uae the popul .. tion n~ered 4,000 per.ona, 

" 
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Watertown wa. incorporated a. a oity. By 1865, due to the Milwauke. A 

, ~ooa and the plank road connecting the two citte., Watertown, tor a 

time, ranked •• cond in population among tb. 01t1 •• at Wi,conain. 4 

4. S.F.A.C.A., Follor Wat.rtown Htetory, Watertown Centennial, page. 
unnu.Dtr.d. . 

HerbQrt W. Rio., Early Dietary of Chioago, JI11wauk •• ,and St. Paul 
Railway, 50. , . 

'rca. the time 01 the oomtng ot the rhOM. t'bJ"en tamily betor. the 

Ctv11 War and tor three decad., atter (10'2-1873), Watertown developed 

var1ou. bu.ine.ae., 1ndu.trie., and mill.. th. moat important an •• 

were el • .,.tor. tor gr.tn, law and lUliber milla, tanneri", oont.ot-

toneri •• , and cigar, lIl81odeon, and pipe organ anutaoturing. Th, 

town wa. abo well hOlm tor it. arteaian well., .... d. tamou. by the 

quality of wat.r wh1ch tlowed trom them and tor 1t. nr1ou. agri-

6 cultural product •• 

5. B.F.A,.O.A., PoUOI watertown Bt-1:ory, Wat.rtown Oentexmlal, pag •• 
unnumb.red. . 

Abo mltoq tit Watertown" JlanulOl'1pt. Pa .. ag. quot.d trom History 
at .,.n .... onooUn'tye Wlaoonl1Jle 1879,' 8. 

At tbe time ot Viotoria'. birth, 1n 1868, the thren. were included 

among the agrtoultural group ot the vioinity ot Watertown. In g.neral, 

they llv.d the dl1ple lite ot tarm tolk. All th. Jll8aben of the hou .. -

hold, tather,_ mother, children, hir.d-hand. but1.~ th .... l ..... girdling 

tree.; ol.aring the land tor more grain produce, planting .tapis crop', 

and caring tor the towl and oattl.. In thb rultto atInolpher. gr.w 

up "Un •• r. Viotoria" aa the mother loved to oall her. 
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Theae childhood year8 of Victoria wer~ not unUke that of other 

ilormal chUdren. . ReUgioualy, her home l1te _a ideal. Meal prayer. 

were aud lncommon. 'I'lw beautit'ul au.to. ot reoiting evening prayera 

together a. a group b.f'or:e retiring .... the daily praotioe. 10 matter 

how inch_nt the .... ther, both Viotoria·. tather and moth.r attended 

all th. church "nioe. at their pariah, 8t. llenl"y'., at W .. tertown, a 

tour and &halt aile. diatanc. trom. their tan hc.e and they otten .... lk.d 

the entire~. And it wa. not an unoo_on .lght to .ee Victori .. •• 

motlwr kn .. l~ 111 oontemplation, .. d1tation, or prayer betore her 

Cruoifix in the prbaoy- ot her bedroOlll. laturally, with auoh parental 

example, Vietor1a gl'ew to be not only .. good-Datur.d but pious girl. 6 

6. a.r.A.C.A., Poliol B-.rIr Chlldhood or JIother 'fheola, (1868-1884), 
Card 8, reapon •• ot Kother theo! .. '. IfriDi brothel!' and .1st.r
tn-law, 1Ir. and Mr •• Herman 'fhre.n ot W .. tertOt!ftlj Wiaoonain, in an 
tnurTin regarding Kother !hecla'. parent • . and her early ohild
hood. 1941" and 

Card 9, reapon •• of ... a. W. B. S~bQl'I ot MU ... uk .. , Wiaoonain, 
a ahllclhood friend at Kother 'fM~la and .tUl l1rlng in 1941. 
'fbi. information .... ghen in an inteni .. in re.pon .. to a 
I'oqu.,t tor 1nt~tlon about the qhildhood day. ot ~er '~ool .. , 

EYen betore .ohool ago, ViotorS,.. ... taught by her mother to 

.pend bel' tt. in dmple home talk. and oonatl'uotl" ,..... a .. ido 

he·r little hOUHhold dutie., Victoria deUghted in helping her motluir 

oare tor and ... toh the little oblak. and go.l~.. !he young gee •• , 

111 partioular _re luir taTorite.. On one ooQaaion. ahe took .peoial 

oare ot tIu'H of the young thinga, ton411ng and hugging th- tende,rly 

until oall.d to the hou.e by her !!lother. the next morning, to bel' 

great .urpl'l •• , Viotoria found three de .. d ~o.l1ng.. Ali that oould 
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be done wa. to impro"i1e three oortius. 'then the lone mourner tear-

7 tully buried her favorite •• 

7. S.P.A.C.A •• Polio I Ibid., Jlanusorlpt written in 1941 by Statel" 
Bernard, a _ber otthe St. Franoll COIftIllunity in response to a 
Queetlon:nalre oallpUed by the author tM the Oonvent Ie •• , 
mimeographed acmthly publioation edlted at St. 'rands Oonvent. 
St. Franch, 1f1econ.1n. !h1. inoldGt was related to S1Iter 
Bernard by Mother 'theela hereelt. 

uter thl. JU.rortune, Viotoria .... admonllhed by her parenti to 

handl. the ~d ge .... more oaretully. Por, trail the time or the 

.arU.st •• ttl.r., the tanner. ot Watertown bad .peo1.alb.d in the 

ra1.~ and the tattenlng ot gc;.... fhi. proo... ot tattening or 

"noodling"a. it wa. oall.d con.i.ted ot a toro.d te.ding or the bird. 

--ono •• ".ry tour hours, ~ and night. Wheat, oorn, and barl.y war. 

uled to pHpa... the noodle.. through thll heting p .. oc." the gee.e 

otten .oal.d twnty-tl .... pounde, a .. eoor4 ot th1r't7-eight pound. had 

once been .etabl1ehe4. 'lhh "Stutt.d Goo .. Indatry" a. 1t OUI. to 

be known , ..... W.tertown .. reputation tor '.1 and pr~lded a good 

proti t tor the tarmer.. !he ·extent or the industry oan be •• t1mat.d 

trom the tact that .~t1me. in • lingl ...... on 50,000 pound. ot 

W .. tertown g .... wr. Ihipped, to ..... York ..rket.. 8 

8. s.reA.C).A., Fol1oIW .. 'j:ertown m.tory. W.tertown O.ntennial, pag88 
UQllu.ber.d. 

School ~s begatl tor Viotoria Thron wh.n ,he ...... tx years old. 

Becaus. the dietana ..... too gr.a.t to the oity, Victoria attended the 

traditional "Red Schoolhou •• " or the oountry. In this two-room 

sohool, the lay te .. cher kept rigid dho1pline and toler .. t.d only 

.. 
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studious pupU •• 'rhus Victoria established. a record for indu8try and ". 

good manners. At that time the publio aohools ot the oity could h&ve 

oftered even better advantage. for att&1nm4mt ~ aoholarehip. For, 

Watertown. trom the time Qt its .ett1 ... nt in the early nineteenth 

oentury, had had high r.gard for education and by 1866 had valued its 

.ehool propert)r at about a halt a 1l11Uon dollar.. Dw'ing the lame 

year, in l8fj6,lkrgarethelilyer Sohur., a pupil ot Prederlolc Proebel, 

had opened the rirat kindergarten in the lJD,ited State. in Watertown. 

In the Union Sohool Syetem, e&t1y orp.niled in the oi ty of Watertown, 

a report oard ot 1866 had the tollowing .ubjeot. 1iated a. required of 

a tourteen year old ohild in Olas. A. badin«, Spelling. Grannar, 

Comp08ition, Mental Arithmetio, Written Aritru.tio, GeOJll8try, Algebra, 

Writ1Dt;, Drawing, GeograpJv, U. S. Bi.tory, Phydology, Latin, German. 

and Bookkeeping. Aa early .a 1863, Watertown alao had it .• high 

school and it. JOi"thwe.-tern College. In the tormer, commeroial sub

jeots were offered tor the firll!t time in 1fll(1onain hiltory. 9, 

9. S.F.A.C.A., Folio. Wa1;ertown Hlatc)rr, tbid., pag .. unnumbered. 

Beoau.. of the distanoe, Viotoria had not been able to attend 

t;,he oity aohoole tor her early education. theretore, ahe remained at 

the two-roa oountry aohool tor .. ftra1 yeara. When ab8 lett it, 

ahe tranaterred not to one of the publio aohooh ot the oity but to 

the parochial achool at St. Henry'a. 

!he 'irat Pro'Yinola1 Council at Balt1aoJ:'e, held in 1829, had 

deoreed aa tollowa. 

"We judge it ab80lutely necenary that . 
sohool. should be eatablished in which 



the young ., be taught ' the prinolpl .. 
at 1'ai th and mora.11ty wh!l. "ins in
Itruoted in l.tter •• • 10 

18. 

10. Peter 0u1l~, A Hbtory of the O~olb ot Baltimore (1791-1884), 
94, 

Again, in 1866, the SeQond Pl&nary CounoU of Baltimore, r.peated 

the neoe .. lty of giving youthrel1giou, Wtruotlon. The olergy and 

laity were admonillhed to eltabl18h vocational and indu.trlal eohoola 

tor thil proper tra1n1nt; ot youth, eo that there would be 1''''1' ldle 

and vioioul boy. and g1r1l among our Catholio youth. ll 

11. Ibld. « 211 

Betote the "oood cs.oree 'ft. pflOIIIul,ated, w..tertown, Wlacon'in, 

had 110_ tlr,t pari~ aohool. It wall .-noted at st. Bernard'. pariah 

in 1867. S~. Henry" parleh, wh.re Vlotoria !hren and her parent. 

,attended .. ..,.lo .. , thoUlh organiJed in lSGa, had no tohool untu a 

new ohuroh .... begun and oompleted ~ ae.,.rend JTanoll Spath. 110. 

paltor 1'ro. 1881 to 1882. Then the 014 tr ... ohuroh ,ernd .. a 

parl.h .ohool. until a better .truot).ll'e could be built lat.r. fhia nK 

eohool .... o,<apleted under the direotion ot Jl .... re~ Henry X'amp.ohl'oer. 

He waa pa~tor or 8t. Henry" tra 1882 to 1902. 1'0 It, Viotoria '1'hren. 

n.Q9r in her early teena, _nt. 12 

12. S.F.A.O.A., Poll 0 , Watertown Hiatory, J'uentdg Jaehrlgen JubUuUJIUI 
Peler der St. He1Jlrloh'.Geiiiilii4 IU 1fa~?tClllm,W1aoonaLi, " J and 

C.thou.o Herald 01t1l.n olipping, Deo_ber , U, 19'1, 5 

S1noe V10toria had alway. wiahed tor a re11,10u. te6.ch.r •• he .. a. 

glad to make the ohange in .p1t1 of the ditfioult1e' It .ntailed. 
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!bat she with.d to be t&ught by a SiSter may hiLTe been but a natural 

attraotiQn, for her oldeat ai.ter ,Roa. Thren, h8.d already joined the , ' 

PranoiaQAn oommunity at St. Franoia, Wiscanain. By natUTe al.o A 

l"eligloua abild, Victori" had looked forward to the day of' her fir at 

aoly Communion. At .8t, Benry'a Sohool, ahe wa. able to receive all 

the neoe.sar)" inatruct1Qn to prepare her tor that happy day. 13 

13. S.F ..... C.A., Foliol &arly Ohildhood at ;IIIothertheola, Card a, 
re.poo .. at the fhren relativ •• Hnn,; in ii .. tertown, Wiaconain, 
to que"ion. put to tllem1n ion intent .. oon"ernUigJlother the cIa • s 
.ohaol clay.. 'hilinteM'i" took pl .. oe in. 1941. 

In spita of the four and a halt mile .... It tr-OIJI. her home to the 

oity, ViotQ'r:l.a rarely IIdsled a ~ Qt Bohool. tach .chool day th1e 

intere.Ung departure oer~ took place at bel" home on the farm. 

Ore ••• d in .. sohool frock, whioh wa. prot.oted by .. l1ttle apron, her 

round r .. oe ap4 thon, brCMJlourle enolo •• d in aorooheted hood, her 

01l-01Qth aohQQl ~ UlUi.r her ana, ViQtori .. ld ... d her mother farewell 

.. t tix-thirty 1n the morning. Leadng tM, hou.e, abe would walk 

'eelately aoro,. the po.thdoWn to the bend in the road. Alter her 

moths!;" had .... nd her la.t tar ... ll. "IlotQria .oul4 hu1"1'1 her pace and 

fFOIIl then on could be .een rut!Jling .. lmoat the entire diltanoe to 

sohool. The ...... on tor be .. incr.A" 1». .peed ... her deliI'. to be on 

tu. tor the lI(1ly BaQrif10e of the .... rhi. daily •• If-la.rifiee 

_r1tecl it. own ren.rd. At the end of the month, wh.n the oar48 1'01' 

attendanoe .. t Holy ........ re oounted, V1otOl"u. 'l'hren otten oarried ott 

t he well-et.r.le4 prh.. 14 

14. S.F,A.C.A., Foliol Xbld.c Qard 9, The 'l'hren •• lath .. , 1941 

< 
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In the old-faahioned three-roam paroohial aohool of St. Henry", 

under the dtreotion at Siater Ru.tica, a lotre Dame Si.ter, Victoria 

!hren oompleted her grade-aohool education. though he .. teacher was a 

atriot ditoipl1narian and did not, aooording to the t.at1mo~ of one 

of her pupils "spar. the rod and apoil the Child", Viotoria waa .eldom 

rebuked, nenr m1aohieYoue, nenr pun1eh.d, ne .... r idle. But Silter 

Ruatica had made whiaparing or miaOhiet-..x1ng impos.ible by etrictly 

segregating the boy. to the rigat, the girla to the lett of the room. 

Thus, during aohool hour a the boya ne.er apob to the girls tor tear 

at a rebuke tram their teacher. Suoh wa. the training in the aohoola 

ot the eighti •• at the last centur,y. 16 

16. S.P.A.C.A., Po11ol Ibid., Card 12, .... ponse of R ..... r.nd Joaeph 
Koe . .rter, Jadhon, "ieoemain, living ola ... te of Koth.r theola. 
An 1n"rYi.w with him took plaoe in tlw a\lllller of 1941. 

In 'Pita of the atriotn.a.at Si.ter luatioa, thia teaoher 

underatood ohl1d-p-.yohology and denloped all the taoultl.a ot her 

pupil.. IT praotice of draatlo .eleotion., abe d..,.eloped that 

talent in lwr pupU.. Or,.l and ohoral readine, certainly a loat art 

in the modern ~, wa. epeoially Itre .. ed. Patriotio and tolk aong. 

attorded an enjoyable pa.rt1me. But the OM oooaeion whioh the children 

of St. Henry'a aohool part1cularly enjoyed wa. the party on the 

teaR ot the tittle Chrietaaa K~, Chriet Jeaue. Yearly, it wa. the 

ouatom or the paltor to ha .... ereoted in the churoh a 10Yely Chr1etma. 

tree 1Ihloh .. a trimmed with all the thing. that delight the heart ot 

a ohUd. doll., rubber ball., hornl, wooden hor ... , and book.. At the 

party each ohild wa. allawd to piok hie own pr.aent. It 11 related, 

that when V1otoria !bren wal aaked what ahe deaired, abe inn.riably 
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pegged for And re~~ived an inter •• ting .tory book. The memory of thi. . . 

happy event was never forgotten by ;thoae pupil. who had the joy to 

pe.rtioipate in it. 16 

16. S.F.A.C.A., Folio. Ibid., Card 10, re.pon .. o~Mr •• W. E. Strumburg, 
Kilwauue, ,wtaconein, childhood .. oqu .. intance or )(other Thecla. 
Mr •• Strumburg ...... interviewed in the tall of 1941. 

During one of the vac .. tiona of her e .. rly teenl, Viotoria wa. told 

b,y ~r mother that .h. oould go with her to p&f .. visit to her oldelt 

.tater Ro.e, naw Sister Anton1ne of St. Franoh Convent, St. Fr .. ncia, 

Wi,00D8in.Expeo~t but unoertain ot wh .. t ahe ahould .ee when .he 
, I ' 

arrhed, V~otorl .. _de the journey with her Blother to St. 'ranch 

Qonvent. !ho¥&h conTent lite ~d _de it. impn .. ion upon her pious 

.oul, during thi" vle1t .he shond no .ign. or a vocation to the re-

l1g10u. lite. When ... leed, while there, whether abe would like to 

.~ with bel' ,i.ter .. t the convent, Victori .. quickly replied to the 

que.tionU16 .hter, "Wein. loh habe kleine lat.en .u nr.orgen. loh 

mu •• Heia gehen. It "No. I ban li:t;t1.e o .. t. to oare tor. I muet go 

home." 17 

17. S.F.A.C.A., Folio. Ibid., Card 12, re.pon.e ot Sliter Germaine, 
one or the .. bel" of the St. Pranch COBlUnlty. in an interview 
concerning the lit. ot Mother Theol .. , 1941. 

So in thlll •• teen yeU'.,Vlctoria bad gone baok to her .obool 

work, her hOM ta.k,. and her play. 'fhe sohool work .he bad al waye 

loved and in the ol .. ~. room had diltinguiahed her.elf by ret .. ining .. 

.... t in the fir.t raw, .. pl .. o. ot rank in the 01..... To h.r home 

tub .he bad likewi •• b •• n faithful. And when .he w ... not tending to 

th •• e .... igned duti •• , Victori .. had 'Pent bel' time out door.. With 

her brother Herman, .he had .earohed the wood, tor hickory nut., 
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driven home the 0_*, or oha.ed the gee.e frOll the flower garden. 

Viotoria abo loved hor.e. and had an innate understanding of th •• e ,( 

an1mab. Her brother Herman related how one tim. wh.n Viotoria was 

in the field rak1ng hay h.r hor.e atUlllbled into a b ... • ne.t. Soon 

both hor •• and drher were swarmed w!th b.... With firm determination, 

Viotoria he~d the rein. while the hor.. ran wildlY around the hay 

fleld, bee. , in h'ot pur.u1t. Wonderful to relate, the narrator .a1d 

that when the horse had outrun the be •• , V1ctoria wa. ..ated unhurt 

and UIlIItunc on the driver' •• eat. St1ll another incident ,hond 

Viotoria'. panr over anim&1.. One~, Viotoria with her father 

wa. bdnging a load of hay to the barn. While they were .till in 

the field, a .torm aro.e and lightning fla.hed. taking the rein., 

Viotoria, amid the volley a of thunder, .trealc. of lightning, and 

pour1n& rain, drove the hor ... and their load to the .afety of the 

18 
barn. 

18. 8.'.A.C.A., rollof Ibid., Card 8, n.pon.e ot 1Ir'. Herman 'l'hren, 
brother of .IIother Theola, 1n an interview oonoerning the ohild
hood fear. of hi' alater, Viotoria. 1941, and 

,)lanU80ript or lIr.. JIIUogaret Res.ru,hr, a1.~r of iIoth.r thecla, 
whioh oontain. the .eoond inoident. 

Be"ide' .pending her t1m8 in play on the tarm, two other pa.t1m88 

delighted Viotoria. Like mo.t other girb,ah. loved to play hou •• 

and .ew dn .... for her doll.. Bel' ... ternal in8tinct .arly diaplayed 

it.elf a. 11 8hown by a .tory related by lobaie, one of her ohildhood 

playat... WhUe .he via1ted L1n1e" henne, the two gir18 de01ded to 

play hOUle, and •• ne a _&1. !h. t~oup8 and .auo.r. were 'brought 

out, the table ....... t. Unfortunately, L1&1ie had noth1ng to "1'''' 
at table. But Victoria oame to the n.oue. Prom her apron pock.t. 
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Viotori" brought forth nuta and apple~and the pany proved a auooe... . . , 

But at suoh parti •• , Viotoria played the role ot hoate .. ~d direoted 

the eat1n& ot the ntruhm8nt., a oharaot.l"1atio trait brought out 

more pronounoedly in latar years. leading book. and paper. alway. 

attraoted ViotoJl'ia, but .inoe n.1ther ot the par.nt. approved at 

dally paper., thele had to be read .urrept1oualy, 1t at all. Wh.n

eYeJl' a ... oular paper wa. tound in ~e thren home, the parent who found 

1t f1r.t took 1t to the .tOTe and burne-d it, •• tting an example wh10h 

iJdght well be follOW$d by parent. of our .odem dq. 19 

19. 8.I'..1.0.A., rollo. lIother fhtola Inten1 ... , Card 36. re.pon.e of 
Lisate Buohao, WateMown, ltIaoon.1n~ & playate of IIother Thel;Sla 
when inteM'iewd oono.rning ohildhood , ..... ' played by the girb 
in thdr young )leU,. 1941. 

After the adole.oent yeu,., .ohool day. were over in the late 

eight1... ,Atter tluLt, hou .. hold duti •• ' and tarm work ocoupied moat 

of Viotoria'.tl... Sht oft.n .. nt to hell' parillh ohuroh in the oity 

of WatertOim and __ prolonaed v11i",. to the B1 .... d Saorament. 

fhi_arou.ea the ouriosity of her parent. and they wond.r.d what 

Victoria wa_ oontemplating. That wa_ the question to whioh no on. 

ae y.t had an anawel". 
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Viatori. 1'hren Was in her .1Kteenth year and .t the oro .. -road. 

of life. Before deoiding on what vooation ahe wOuld follow, .he 

t\U'il8d for adyleu. to her paltor and oonte •• or, Reverend Henry 

Kamp.ohroer. Be had formerly been .. Profe •• or Of Phllo.ot>h1', an ad

m1n1.trt.tor of the .La Oro .. e 41ooe.e in .18oon.ln, and at the tllDe of 

hia pa.torat. a oanclidt.te tor tlw epl80opaoy. I 

1. S.r.A.e.A., Foliol Jarly Childhood at 1IotbIr fheola, Oard 18 
re.pon .. at BeYerend Jo.eph Koeriir •• 41.011, W1100naln, in an 
lowrY!" _de in 1941. the que.t1ona aa1te4 pertained to the 
lntlueuoe ot the pariah prie.t on JIother theol .. •• lite. 

.< 

During the aterYl .. , Father IaIIlp.ohrOitr •• .,..r.ly te.ted Viotoria. 

Whl1e .peaking to her, 1t 11 reported tb .. t he .&1d, "V1otorit., you eq 

you WM~to enter .. oon.,..ot. Do you know wh .. t that _an.? Do you 

want to lea ... your father, mother, brother, .lIter., and your h~ 

wh10h ta ,eo C.athol1o and rel1giou.? Do you not know that good girll 

are ~ded in the world a. well ... in the olohterT" 2 

2. 8.'.A.C.A., PollOI JIother thecla InterYiew.a, Card 37, re.ponae of 
Siater "'r1ta, ~r Of the St. rranola COlllllunlty" to the ,quutlon 
whether MOther Theola bad rel .. ted to her ~ iooident or ~nt of 
her youth.$1ater "rlt.. ... interYiewed in 1941. 

With Oourage and without tear, Viotoria told the Re.,..rend 'ather 

that 'o~r or l .. ter .he would be ohoo.1ng ao..e 'Vooation and that the 

rel1giou. lite had llO.t attr .. oted her. Jut the panor oontinued the 

teat and pre.ented the dittioulU .. ot .uoh a .t..te ot lite. Pinally, 

he a.ked, "¥lotorit., oan you be treated 11ke a broom.tiok, put ln the 

corner or Uled at will T It .0, you ha.,.. .. 'Vooat1on to the relig10u. 

lite." 3 



Without h •• itation, V10tori .. replied that lhe had prayed long and 

earne atl)" and..... read)- to anawe'r the .. ster· I oall. 

-Hearon, 0 daughter, and •••• aDd incline 
thy ear. torget tlv })t'op1. and tl'q t .. ther·. 
hous •• · Andth. linI; shall greatly dedI". 
th)"beauty., tor ae 11 the Lord tb7 CJod, 
and ti1Jlll they shall adore.· 4: 

3. B.r.A.a.A •• FoUo.Ibid., Card as, re.pon .. ot 81lter II1randa 
_mber ¢" ~ he 8t. , Francia Ocmmun1ty in an inter-d .. _de in 1941. 
When quelUcmed Wllether MOther !heo~a had • ..,1' related ~ .."eat 
ot her youth to her, S.~.t.r related th1l .tory. 

4. PAlm ", 11-12. -
Vlotort& had deoided to join the hUllbl.e. Itruggling Franoisoan 

COl!l1llunlty at 8t. Franol, •• Wisoonsin, !he SlIter. ot the Third Order 
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ot St. hanch the Seraphlo. 'lh11 ft. the oon ... nt bel' olde.t dater, 

Ro •• (in religion, ShterAntonin.e)~ had oho.en. and theretore, the 

oon ... nt or Victori .. •• chol0.. At'terapplyin, tor adm1.l1on trom the 

Superior (Jenera! there, h.r request 11'''' ",anted and the entrance day 

-
.et tor _ 81, 18M. Betore her .ntranoe iJl1;o the convent, Victorla 

wa. oontlrae(i in her p&f'iah QhW"Qh, St. Henry", on JIay 22, 1884. by 

Arohbhhop )(1.e1 Bei." D.1>. Bel" .pem.or in oont1rlllation ..... Mr •• 

tll.a~th Sal 10k. mother at the DeO ..... d ~lgaor Augu.t Baliok. 

toruer1)" pMtor of S,t. Anne'. Churoh, JI11waukM, Wboon.ln. rorti-

tied with tnil laCI"UI8nt and 'Rrengthened by aanotltylng graoe, 

V1otoria w. bet .... :r pl"epared to oon.eorate hel' .. lt to the great God 

or vir&Uua~ and ()ould expla1n with St. there.a ot AvUa. 

•• • • I have tound II¥ King,..ooneort. low, 
I am ottered the l!V.tio nuptlals with the 
King ot Beaven, the ling ol_tern! ty, the 
K1ll6 otling.. 'Now to the Xing at agea, 
immortal, invidble, the only God, be 

" 

.' 
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honor and glory, tor ever and 8ftr. Amen. ," 
, (I f1!il. 1, 17) 5 . 

6. ne ... rend Pulgenoe Meyer. O.P .:fA., Why and How to BeOODlB a Run, 20-21 

When the ~bt ot May, tlw day of her departure arriftd, Victoria 

l'bren bt.dti! tarewell to her father and mothe~, 1Dned~te kindr.d. 

friend., and hOl!18 town end wa. on her way to St. Franol., WhGlonain. 

When ahe reaohed the oonvent, Mother Maz7 Helen Wagner, SuperiOT 

6enerd (1880-1886), inftl~dViotoria With the blaok bonnet and 

oollared dl'e •• at • oandidate. After tae inftltiture· oeremo~, 

Viotoria ... 1 tabn to the oonven't! ohapel. me.ling in the pr.lenoe 

at the Bl .... 4 Saor ... nt, Ihe r.oited the pr .. orlbed prayer. tor 

per •• ftranoe in hoI' oho.en vooation. Viotoria oould nOW exolaim with 

St. Paul • . 

"Having nothing Qd po ••••• ing all thing., 
(2 Oor., 6, 10) I have learned, in what- . 
eftr It&t. I .... to be ooo_t therewith. 
I Oan do .. 11 thlnga 1n Him who .treug ... 
theneth me." 6 -

6. Philipp., 4, .. 11 ... 13 

On tlw,t May 4ay in 1884, oOlllllunity lite ber;an tor Viotoria Tbren. 

With the other oandidate" ahll .... UJ:l~r the direotion and oare ot the 

)flatre •• of .""loe •• Slater JIa.ry a.rtrwte*. At their entrance, the 

oandidate, not only attarut.d the prayer. an~ oommunity exerobe. but 

were alao tatted tor profioienoy in re11,ion and reading. It any 

deti01enoie. "Fe found in the latter branoh .. ot knowledge, inittruot ... 

ion ot the oandidate .... required by the oOlBllunity rule and provided 

by the lI1.tre... 1 

" 
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--------~-.,.--------------------" 

• Dec ..... d 

7. Rule. for thtl Slatera of ~ !hlrdOrder or St. Franoh the 
SeraPhio, S6 . 

!he newly admitted oandidate, her two oCl!lpanion., and the two 

nOTioe. of the ooawnlty followed .. re,~lar order ot the day. Quarter 

berore tift ...... the hour tor the morn.1nf; r1aing. 'itteen minute ..... 

a.llowed tor dr ••• ing. Alter that followed morning prayer and a half 

hour ot meditation. rbi, .p~ltUAl exeroi.e wa. followed by the Holy 

Sacrifioe of the Ma •• , then breakt ... t and work until nine o'clook. 

At that hour, the Sl.ter •. t Canonioal . prlliYer, the Office of the Bleaaed 

Virgin, ... a chanted in cholr. Work oontinued untU the noon rep ... t, 

!he att.rnoon program included a Ti.it to the Bl .... d Saorament, gener .. l 

work WitH three, the recltation ot Veaper., Oompline, and P&rtloular 

b.-n. Atter the.e pl'ayera, work was d9ne until .u. 'lhe evening 

hour. we" equally .trenuou.. A1'1»r Matin. and Laud. were ohanted, 
~ 

thltre wa. the ennin! .-al. Ko reoreat.ton fpllowed, tor work 

oOlltinued UIl'\ll eight o·olook. the clay ended with the r.citation ot 

the ~o ... ry, JIIdj"tation, and .... ning Prq.r.. I1ne o'olook wa. the 

hour tor retiring. ..alde. prarar and work, during the day dl.no • 

..... 1l!I,po .. d at 'P4lO1tl.d t"... ,hut the young ponulant .pent her 

day. 8 

B. Ibid., 1-8 

Al though work .n4 prayer." as Can be •• en trom the ab~, .... given 

precedenoe, the oandida-tea .. ho .. dvano.d in.chool work. Cla •• hour. 

were ahort and ott.n int.rrupted. Thi. oauaed .ome unple .. aantne •• to 
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~ , " 
Victoria. tor .he dearly loved to .tuQr and read boob. Regretfully • . · 

.he would lay .. side ber books to obey the summons ot her Mi.tre.. to 

go el.ewhere. At such times. a. she her.elt later related, homesiok-

ne •• orept upon her and .adnel. deluged her .oul. In order to conquer 

the temptation, 'he went to her Euohariltio Lord and prayed tor the 

graoe or perl.veranoe in the religioul 11te. Her prayer did not go 

unanswered and the word. of the great St. Bernard were again verifiedl 

wIn the religious .tate man livel more pure-
11', tall. more rarely, ri... more quiokly, 
oonduotl himaeU more oautiou.ly. 11 
bedewed with graoe mare fr.quently, i. 
oleanaed more promptly, diel more tru.t
tully, i. rewarded more abundantly.w 9 

9. Reverend Pulgenoe Meyer, OPe oit., tront1tpieoe 

Atter a year ot pOltulanoy, Viotoria ..... invested with the habit 

and ve11 and entered the novitiate, August 18. 1886. In the novitiate, 

• Si.ter <lertJ'Ude, lliltress ot }fovioe •• admonllhed her novioe. to 

pattern their live. on the principle. laid down in the book True Spou.e 

ot Christ wz-ltten by St. Alphon,ul Liguori. She al.o required her 

oharges. to read and 1!l8ditate on the ReUgioue lite of the Fathers or 

the DeHrt. To emulate such holy penon ...... ditficult for the young 

novice.. Viotoria who had reoeived in religion the name ot the 

virgin and martyr, St. Theola, and ..... now oalled Silter Mary Theola 

prayed to her patron for ald. The name Theola 18 Greek and .ignifies 

"valiant" or "one who il tried. w The young novioe like her patron 

was valiant and pasled through lDIL1ll" earthly tria.l. and hard.hips in 

ber novitiate year.. But Ihe endured all triala and beoame in later 

years, the val1ant woman and Ood'. instrument tor doing great work in 



in thh oUr twentieth oentury. 10 

• Deoeaeed 

10. S.r.A.C.,A., Foliol Early Childhood ot KotheI' 'heola, Oard 14, 
r •• p~. of Sht.r B.-mardine, 'an aged _WI' of the St. Franoia 
COIIIllunity, only living religiou8 ola._te of KotheI' Theole., 
when alked e.bout the yee.r ot Poatulanoy 'Pent with Mother 
fheele., 1941. 
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In her .. cond yee.r nOTit1ate, S18t.r theala deTot.d her,elf more 

int.n.ely to .tu~ and .... e.lao inetruoted in the tiM art.. She 

eoon d1atlngu1ah.d Mr.elt in the art ot aueic. She oould play w.ll 

both on the piano and organ, ling .. 11, and .howed .ome te.l.nt in 

harmon;y oOmpo.ition. Sir John Singenberg.r,· a dl.tingullhed oompoeer 

of ohuroh mit.to f taught Slater Theola harmCDy and piano. Reverend 

Father Beoker.~' Profe .. or of Churoh Mlil10 at St. Franoh Seminary, 

St. Franoia, ¥flaoon.ln, .... her inetruotor in pipe organ and Gregorian 

ohant. 11 

• Deoea.ed 

11. S.F.A.C.A., 'oliol Ibid., Oard 17, r .. ~e of KotheI' C.lutine 
former Superior Oeneral ot' the, St. Pranoi. C01IIIIlunlty. Mother 
C.l .. ttn. .... intbaately a •• oolated with Moth.r Th.ola tor 
thirty year.. She reoalled th1a intonaatlon in an intervi .. 
_de with her oonc.rning the extent of Mother Theola" mu.ioal 
eduoation whlch abe r.o.l .... d aner .h. ent.red the St. Franoia 
ooumunlty. 1941. 

After two year. of novitiate weI'. onr, Sleter Thecla .... aummoned, 

a. the rule pr.eoribed, before her religioul ,uperior., and que.tioned 

wh.th.r abe atill re.01nd to per ...... r. in the rel1giou. Ufe, whether 

abe would bind her.elf by the En.ngel1oalCoun .. le ot obedienoe. 

oha.tlty, and poverty. When Silter Theola had oonfirmed her wi.h to 
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remain in ' the oommunity. she 'W'" permitted to _ke a ~.tr.at of three 

day.. 12 

12. Rules" op. oit., 37 

During th;ie ~etreatli the nodoe read the Rule. and meditated on 

the,olemn.tep 'he' was about to take. Flrtt, Si.ter Theola read the 

p,e..-..ge e,oX!-q.rn1~ the tit-at "Vow Ii obedienoe. 

nln order, theretore. that thb oOllllnuni'ty 
~ ~u1.h 1t. ~plrltual to.'"au4 .peak 
to it. He.venly Sp<)u.eln the lif. to oome 
of ~ happy v!lotoJ"iu, it. touhclation 
.hould be 1&14 in pertect obedienoe." IS 

------------~--~--... ~.--.. ~------------------------------~----~------------------------
13. Ibid., 17-18 

On 'the 'YOW ot cha.tity. thQ!Je aboUt to .te thia vow. were admon

i.hea to endea'Yor to plea.e their Hea .... nly Spouse 

"by a. aintly mode.ty ill their ~r. in 
their aotionl. and by an lmmaoulate pur-
ity or b~ and eoul. 'Bb"ed are the 
olea.n ot heart, tor thoy .hall I.e God. tit 14 

14. Ibid., 19 

R.garding the, vow ot Poverty the novice learned that 

"A. 1mita.tOJ"1 ot the poverty of Jeln, 
Chrilt, and a. true daughter I ot St. 
Prancia. the S18~.r. renounae all 
prl~teproperty and per.~l aoqu1'i~ 
tion or worldly good.... 15 

16. Ibid., 20 

Atter readO:a.g the Rul., or the, cong",gation, 8j,..te" Theola. wa. 

_de rully aware ot the gr&Ti ty ot the .tep .he ..... about to take 

-": 
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in order to sanctify her own soul and thu8 beoome a saint and aleo 

prOlll.ote the weUare of the oommunity abe had joined. On the solemn 

~y of her oblation to the Lord, August 15, 1887. Shter Theola 

O'ould exola1lil with the Psalmist 1 

"The Lord 18 the portion ot my inheri tanoe 
and ot III¥ GUp.. • • I w111 ble ea the 1-ord 
who hath giveil me understanding. •• I 
.. t the Lord alway. in my light', tor Be 18 
at JI\Y right hand that I ~ not 1I0ved. 
theretore IV heart hath been glad, and JI\Y 
tongue hath rejoloed, IlOrecwer lIlT tl .. h 
~l relt in hope. •• !bou but _de 
blown to _ the ~s at 11te. thou Bhalt 
till .. 'With joy with thy oountenancel 
at !by right hand ~ delights eVJn to 
the end." 16 

16. Peat. 16. 5 et .qq. 

Alter Silter bola had pronounoed her li1lple vow,. she oould 

devote her time and energies to the works ot charity in whioh the 

oODBllunity was engaged. The pr1noipal work. ot the oommunity were 

the lnatruotian or Catholio youth. oare and 1ll.tr~tion ot the orphan., 

servi08 and m1n1.tration ot the dok and inti.... and the household 

dutie' 611, the Sale.1anum. S1eter Theola'. obedienoe aeaigned her to 

teaoh at th. Saored Heart Sohool at St. Francia, WlIoonain. 17 

. 17. Rule., OPe oit., 5-6.J and 

B.F.A..e.A., ' ,01101 Barl~OhildhOod or lIat!u.r 'rheola, Card 17,. 
intoraation given by iiO~.r bel •• t1iii iii an Lite"i ... in 1941. 

In 1887, Saored Heart Sohool ..... quite a oontra,t to the mil1ian 

dollar .ohool building.> ot the JIlOdern da)r. !hie miedon .ohool 

bouted or one ola .. room. 81noe Si.ter Doa1n1oa * ehared the teaohing 
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, dutie' th.,re by teaChing thelOl'l.r grad ••• Shter, 'JIh.ola .urre~dered 

the lone 01a •• rOdln to her .i .ter oompanion and taught in an improv1eed 

' .ohool room :1n the laori_t,y of the Churoh. Welther did the Si.ter_ 

have relldent aooomaodat1on. in the beginning ot t~1r teaohing oareer. 

Thu. it happened that lt ft. their dally tat1l: to trudge to their 

Ichool, no matter what the inol •• nb,. of the wather. They oarried a 

ba.ket dinner with them. When thl_ task beo ... an 1IIlpo .. ible hardship, , , 

living qtarter. or IIOme 80rt nre prOTided tor th •• at the .ohool. 

They slept 11ghtl,. in their D8W homlt and wer. otten cl1eturbed in their 

18 
al~r •• 

• Deoea .. cl 

18. S.F.A.C.A." Poll0' Ibid., Oard 17, .... p0n8. of Mother Oel •• tine 
on the early teaohlDc career of )(other !heol... 1941. 

em one 000&.1on; 8i.ter fheola and her oompanion Sieter Dominioa 
I 

had th1e experienoe. the .tory geel that trampI enterecl the .chool 

buUding md sl.pt that night in the olas. FOCD. Sa.. ti_ during 

the night Sieter Theola beard ~Ulual nol.... Her u.ual re.ouroe-

tulne.. ..rnd h.r 1n good .tea4. 'thi. 18 what .he did. Begging 

Slater Dora1n1oa to .tand &uard at the win4ow,ahe went to the ltair

way o.nd .h~d. "JQhnI Jau. C ... quiokly. Plea .. bring a olub 

trom the wood box." After a .hort tu. bact elaple4, Slater fhecla 

to deoehe her unwanted caller., walked heavily baok and forth acr088 

the oorridor up.talrl. She then "t~d to their lhing qua"' ..... 

Her .oh... had work.d, tor not long after, the tramps hurrhd away 

tor tear or being oaught by the _n 8ister !heola had I~d. 19 
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19. S.F .• A.C,.A •. , '0110:1 Ibid., Jfant,lao~ipt written by an elderly aembe.r 
of the St,. Francie CQIII!1unlty., S1ster Coletta,. in re,pon,e to the 
Queetionnaire whioh appeared in the Oonvent ..... ae _nt1oned 
&bOTe., 2-3. 1941 .• 

" 

Aea teacher or the grammar uade ... 81ate~ !'heola took pain,8 with 

her ,ohool wQrk, believed in frequent drill, and ... the firat to 

introduoe G"gorian ohant l.a her sohool.8he kept d1.oi pUne in her 

ol .... r~ but under.tood the heart of a ohild. In taot, her _ternal 

tn.t1not .. Dt out e ... en to the ms..oh1eTou.. StephenllMUer, Oudahy, 

W1IooxwiD., ODe ot .,ther !heolat • pupil. at Sured Heart Sohool, reoalled 

the tollorin£ s.noident. 

J:)urlag pe~ahip ola .. , Stephen .... being annoyed by the boy 

.... ted: in trOillt ot h1a. Stephen endUred . the tor.nt a. long a, he 

oould. but wh_ hi, patienoe had wor4 thin, he dipped h18 pen into 

the bottom ot the bottle ot ink and flipped its oontents into the tace 

of hie annoyer. ~ wiping ott hi. t .. oe the lad lOon had hi. whole 

taoe oOTerea wi, th ink. When S1eter fbeola 41soo"re(1 the m1aohlet, 

ahe ~dered Stephtln to _ah the bo,yt. taoe at, the p,,-p. Stephen 

obeyed the order. prQl!lPtly, almo.t too prcaptly,. When .he reaohed the 

pump, Stephen took tlw unfOrtunate teUaw by the neok, 't\19k hie hed 

under the .pout, and P'JIlped _ter Oftr hSa until not a traoe of the 

ink ... lett on the of tender t. t~e. !he boy .. t and dripping re

t\ll'Ded to the ola .. roOlll. With one or her penetr .. ting looka, S1Iter 

'fheola took oare of the lad and ordered Stephtin to r .. in after 

.ohool hour.. Stephen knew what that .. ant. .. would reoel" fhree 

fat.en, that 11, lalhe. OYer the hand with .. rawhide together wlth 
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the .,dded penalty of writing "I waS naughty" a hundred timf:l lt,. During 
! I'. I ( " \ • ' 

the ~rnoOJ:1 of that . notable day. Stephen worud mo.t dUlgentll' and 

reQ1ted lelaon. perfeotly, After IIChool, ho vote hie penanoe and 

• . r-ohedup to S1eter Theola'. de.k, In.te~d of the expeoted pun1.h-. . 

_nt, S1.t.,. 1l\eola gaveStepllen an ..... ne.t adaonition whioh he never 

torgot. 8eoauae ot hie teaon.r'a kin ••• Stephen ever atter loved 

. 20 
ud re .• peoted har, 

20. B,r,A,a,A., ro11ol Ibid,. JlanulOr1pt aent to the author by Stephen 
llaeller, CudahT. Wi.oonain. 111". Mueller .... a pupil ot )Iother 
neola'. in th_late 80'i, 19&1. . 

In leV1. after tour year .•• pent aa teaoher at Saored Heart Sohool 

in St. Pr-.no1 •• Wiaconsin, steter Theola was aUlllllloned to the Kother-

houe, ·)(other..,., An:bon1ne, n.r own 'i,ter #I wa. the Superior Genera.! 

and .... 1pd to S1.ater !heob. the ta.k of Mistre" of po-atulanta. At 

tid,s tt. .. the 00lllllUl11ty nuabereci .~ hundred -.ber. and the po.t

ulant. were tew in n~r. SO. in addition to th1a po.t of trust, 

Shter 1'h"la t..utht .ohool. fulfill-ed the po.t Qt aeoretary to the 

Mother General, and .... convent orsmbt. Sinoe the ai.ter. were 

al.o .. oU .... i.Jl the buaine .. ot .tamp oolleot1llg, S1ater ,h.ola did 

tho corrupondenoe pertaining to that'llOFt. 21 

21. B.r.A.a.A" Folio, larly Childhood or Ifot~r '!'hoola! Oar-d 19, 
reap~e ot Mother CoX-itt. Ll an Lite"i ... regard ng the poate 
ot truet held by shtet' !hecla betore her Goneralahip. 

a..1de, oth.r po_taot tru.t, Si.ater 'Jheola remained .atre .. at 

Poatulanta tor IeWn years. the po.~ulanta loved her. dearly, e.nd 

SlateI' !heola otten acted ... IlIDdlatrbl between thea and her 0Im dater, 

-' 
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Mother Antonine. She ha.d special · devotion to the . Angel GuardilUl' of 

her ~~arge. and interoeded with the.e heavenly apirlte for their 

protection. Be·fore retiring her .. U, eaoh enning Slater Theola. 

would iJpr1nlcle the bed of eaoh po.tulant with Holy Water and thu. 

alia a.oertained if they were asleep. 22 

22. S.F.A.C.A., Poliol Ibid., Card 20, reepon.e ot IIotherOeleet1ne 
in an interTlew regarding Mother Theola when ahe waa natre .. of 
Poatulanta. 

Soon thepoatulant8 were to 10 •• their loved Mietreaa , beoaua. 

God had a,e.tined her for treater thing_. While .till in her teena« 

Siater !heola'. 'piritual direotor had advi •• d he~ to reoite daily 

!hree Our Path.r. MInd An. tlu.:t: ahe lfOuld neftI' beOOlM a auperior of 

the St. '1ranoll Cc.aunity to whioh ahe had then. a.pired. Obediently, 

.• he had obeyed and "oited the required prqer.. But Dan prop08.a and 

. God di8p08e. a. the event at April 17, 1898 renaled. 



Chapter XV 

Her CODllllWllty Jlt.ke. It. Deoie1on 

1 !he Hewly-eleot8d Superior General 
2 II1lwaukee. tluJOlty neu tluJ 

St. Prano 1. COQIIlWll ty 
3 A Halt-oentury of CommWll ty Hbtory 

.,,; 
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!he Bew~-eleoted Superior General 
da.wl')sd . 

Sunday JIlOrning, April 17, 1898" The oonvent home of the 

56. 

Si.tere or the Third order of St. ~anoi. the Seraphic, at St. Franci., 

Wl.con.in ........ tir. The air .... filled with .. hu.hed expeotanoy. 

or the hundred and ten l1atera in the community, eighty-two were then 

preaent ... d.l.g .. te. for the eleotion of a new $u.~rior General. 1 

Atter ... hort wait, the b.U '1M'!!OD..d them to tho oonvent ch .. pel for 

the eleotion. Se .. ted .. t the organ, ...... iting the arrbal of the pre-

l .. te. th .. t were to pr.a1de, 1ftI.8 Sieter Iary Theol... Prea.ntly, Hl8 

Exoell.nc,y, The MO.t Reverend Fr.deriok XaTier latler, Arohbiahop of 

lfilwaukee, Konaignor Joaeph Bainer, Reotor of 8t. Francie Seminary. 

St. Franoh, and a. ... rend George Wel ... Chaplain of the St. Francia 

COIJIII1unity took their plaoe. in the aanotuary ot the chapel. 2 

Sl8ter 'l'haol .. intoned and the ohoir .-.nc the JvIm to the Holy Spirit 

'0 that the deleg .. tea mould be in.plr.d to gbe their vote. "tor that 

Si .ter, Who, betore God they o0n8ider the beat qualified.":5 An 

oxhortation by the Archb1ahop followed. Without delay, the election 

procedure began. Eaoh aiater deleg .. te brought her own ballot to t he 

cOl!llllunibn rail and handed it to the pnlatea. On the ballot abe had 

written the namea ot the aiater. whOll1 .he· wi-.hed to baohosen for the 

oftioe of Superior Oener .. l and Silter A •• latant. 4 Atter the.e 

ballota had be.n oounted, Arohbishop rat.er announoed to the ..... mbled 

deleg .. te. th .. t no ai.t.r had r.ceived an .. baolut. majority. He 
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allo informed the group that the vot~. were equally tied between 

S1ater llary MaTtha and S1ater IIary Theola. the voting was repeated. 

The seoond oountahowed that Sister Mary Theola bad reoeived all but 

two votes tor the oftioe ot Superior General. Atter eaoh delegate 

pre.ent had deolared in taTor ot the nOl!l1n.e dedgnated by the ballot, 

a. the Rule of the oOlllllluni t,y pre.cribed, the Spiritual Direotor, 

Father Weill ~ouno.d the .leotion deoi.iTe. 8 

1. S.F.A.C.A., Foliol Election Del.,at.l. Listed here are all the 
namel ot the d.terl Who baa liMn prot .... d tour yearl and who 
oould, aooor'dtng to rule, aClt al dele,ate. in the _leotion. The 
uu.1 are oopied trOJll the aeoord Book of Prot. I lion whioh 11 
kept in the conv.nt nul t J and 

2. )(other' theola Acbn1niltration, Card I, reapona. of SlIter I.abel, 
A&lniatl"atrli lieneriLl ot the St. FTlUloh COIIIlIlUnity. Siater had 
.nter.d the oommunity in 1892 and vividly reoalled the eleotion 
procedure. ' 

3. Rule Book ot 1874, OPe oit., 31 

4. Ibid., 31 

5. S.P .A.C .1. • . , FoUol IIother Theola Adminiltl"ation, Card I, Siater 
Viotoria, an aged .liter or t hi o0JlDl1UI11ty Who wa. pre"nt at the 
eleotion ot 1898. 

Sinoe SilterTheola had been eleoted Superior General, Ihe had 

to leave the organ benoh end de.o.nd trom the orlan lotto Approaohing 

the oommunion raU, in humble lubmiuion aha knelt betore the )(ost 

ReTe rend Arohbl.hop and aooepted trOll hill the "al and key. ot the 

oonvent. By thll oeremODJ ahe beo ... 8uperio~ General and waa oall.d 

IIother IIaTy rheola. Atter the 'inGing ot the re Deum, Arohbiahop 

IAtaer invoked the ChurClh'. ble •• ing upon the DAnf Superior General. 

Arter the ble.sing Mother Theola reoeived the homage ot all the 

delegate. pre.ent at the eleotion. Then the d.legate. tormed a 

" 
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proo ... ion ~d led lIQther TheQl,a t9 .the oonvent oomm~ity ro~ where 

the reoelved the oongratulation. and good wi.he. or the .1eter. ot 

the Motherhou.e. 6 

s. Rule Book of 1814, Ope oit., 32 

S.F.A.C.A., Folio I Ceremonial booklet ot the Si.ter. of St. Franoia 
ot Alli.i. fhe manner of oleotins the Superior General 11 given in 
tht. booklet. 

After aooept~ in holy obedi.enoe the high Nld reaponsible offioe 

of Su}»rior General, Mother Theola !bren took over the direction and 

" 

jurladlctlon or the entire oommunity. 8M "". not y.t in her thirtieth 

year. She felt the burden ot the relponlib1l1ty plao.d upon her and 

wept bitterly. Headngot her tear., Arohbilhop ICat"er .. nt tor her 

and oOnloleel her,'aying, "Why, Mother !heola, U' a prl •• t oan be 

made a bi.hop at thirty, you are o.rtainly not too young to be made 

Superior Oen.ral." 7 

7. S.r.A.C.A., Foliol )(other !h.ola_ Admll~lItratlon. Card 1, r.lated 
to 10" ot the .later. bY iIOtIi.r .uli\&iii Cath.rw rmrp~ at 
the timt of the el.otion and a atter ot tradition in the 
oo=tuni ty lino. 1898. . 

Aft.r a .. ua1ng the Qttioe t~ wh1ohlh •••• hoteel, Koth.r Theola 

wa. d .. t1ned to direot and govern the oOJ!llllUllity at St. Franoh for 

twenty-aeven year.. Thr.. time. .he •• re .... l.ot.d tor thr •• year. 

tor th1a .uperiorlhlp an4 thre. tiM. tor .1x ~ar. each. She 18 the 

only .Superi!H' General who rul.d the St. Franoil COIIIIIlunity for .0 long 

a per10d of year.. SlIter Theola tight have h.ld that oftioe for lite 

had not Canon Law 11m1ted the year. ot the adminietration. of Superior 

Generala to a brier.r period. In 1926, obedient to the law o.f the 
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Ohuroh. ·ahe relinqu1ehed her .poat. That yeai'. SlateI' Thecla was 

eleo.tea to the ortioe of t'irat aasistant to· the Superior General and 

held ,tluLt polltion until her death. During the period at her religiou8 

life, Ihe bad held .ome or the highe.t ottioe. in the oommuni~ at 

St. Franoia, namelya II18tre .. or Po.tulant., Seoretary to the Superior 

General, 8uperiot' General, and Sliter A •• lItant to the Superior 

General. !hat abe WIl' de .. rv1n& ot thele hleh dignltiel, her lterl1ng 

quality &I a rel1giou., her lcnrable oharaoter, and her nuaeroul and 

notable . aotlritle. or .eal whioh will be cUtou .. ed inlublequent 

ohapterl will ~ll pron. Dur1n& the p41ricxl ot KotheI' !heola' I General-

ate, ,her vioare'l and tirlt ua1.tant. _" a Si.ter .li'Y Catherine 

16lrphy, • SUteril .. nore lIo.er,· and S1I1»r ·Oele.tine Stark. 8 

• . Deoea.ed 

8. S.F .. A.O.,A.; Follo& ~eoto~ of the Conventual ~Itltute of the 
Congregation ~ the !EGd . del' 01' St. Frarioia 01' A.ald tor 
the year of our Lord 1926. A deloription ot' this Direotory 
1. ghen in the 81bl1ography. 

2 

1t11waulcee, The Cl~ near the St. Franol. Oammunity 

MilwauDe, the. oity near whioh the to\Dlder. ot' the oommunity 

ot St. 'ranoie _re to lettle, in 1869, wal lot that tiBlt a pioneer" 

Tillage. When the t'ir.t white .u. Yl.i~d the lite 11 unoertain. 

~re Jaoquel Marquette ~ haYe .topped there in 161' loa the Je.uit 

Rel.tiona .. em to point Qut. At any rate he waa t'ollowed by a 



~.o11.t prl.e.t, p:at,her Zenobe .leabr.. In167~, he had aooompanied 

Robert Ca?aJ~er de 1. 8alle on an Ixplorator,y trip trom Lake Itie to 

the lUlno$.8 oountl'l. m..tOTlan. "001'41 that atter that French and . . 
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A 

~l1eh t\w tra48re, Je.ult pr1e.t., and henoh 'Yo,yageUJ" aleo tramped 

OTer the lactation of the pre,ent 011:7. Hownr, although a trading 

poet ..... oatablbhed there a. early a' 11'95, the tlrat peJ'lllilUlent 

.etUGlIIGnt i. uaually dated at 1835 or 18U. h one at those year., 

SolClll1OJl Juneau .a"eot.d a log oabUl on the ......, ,ideot the 1l11waukee 

Ri.,..r and beo ... the future oit,y'. ploneer .. ttle~. When be e.tabli.hed 

h1m .. lt on the .1.te, ~u found a 'Pottaattud.. vUlage. White 

•• ttler. tollond Juneau and ooon. th8 .. ttl"nt had tor.d three 

.eotor.. !he ... t dde \1a.oal1.~ 4qJwautCMn att.r Solomon Juneau. 

the w .. t ' .14. JU.lbourntown at'\er Byroll I1lbOUl'Sl, and the region at the 

lItncaoM. l1"r, llalbr" point aNi" hare- W&1kw. 9 

9. Ch .... l •• E. MalAnegan, "Mil_ute.," 11107010"411& .bWrloana, 191142 
; . . .. . 

th1e .. "leant u.d originally been mown a. Mtllolc:i. But by an 

.volutionary prooo.. the nUilltrou. Y&t'iant. at tho Dame bloame known a. 

Milwauk... the naJIlI had originated with tM Pottawattaml •• and ligni

fied "';004 land. 1f Anotblr historian had tnterpreted tM n.... a. 
"oounoil plUG," 'be~"UI' ~ .pot had beon r.g .... ded al neutral terri

tory by the difter.nt tribe. of Inca,anl J.n Wl"'1n. By the ti_ 

the forty-niner. of the ocmmunlty ot St. Pranoit arrbed, the n&IIII!t 

1I11wauk.. wu in '\lee. 10 

10. Ib!d •• 191142 
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In a letter d.ated August 30. 1836. a !Ir. Wells of Green Bay, 

Wisoonsin, aired his views about the plaoe lIIhere Juneau hs.d settled. 

He wrotel 

"1 have purchased oonsider .. ble red .. ,tate 
at .MilwfLukee. lIlostly vUla,. property. The 
land about Milwaukee 11 the beat in the 
territory. and as )I11WlWk.e 1a the only 
harbor tor 80me di.tano. either ~ on the 
l .. ke it muat ot neoes.ity beoome a place 
ot 1mportanoe. • • I tIl 'ink money oan be 
_de her. in the lUllberi.ng b\Uline" 11 one 
had o"pital ...... U kinda or lUlllber 8ell 
re .. dily and tor high t1gur... the winter 
11 the same here ... in I_ England or 
nearly the..... the lettler' 11'111 all 
get their ola1me tor $1.26 per acre. u 
it 11 00na1dered Tery _an to bid again,t 
them, SOM of them ha ...... lrea~ .old 
their oldlllll at high tigure" in on. oa .. 
tor $a,ooo.oo. I laTe al,o .ntered a tew 
lot. ot land at ten ehUl1~s per acre." 11 

11. Li.utenant Col. Jerome A. 1Iatrou., .d.. )femolr. otIlU ..... uk •• 
Coun'l. l, 18 

Not &11 per.ona shared the v1..,. ot lIr. Welle.. For instanoe, a 

phyl101an from. the But, Dr.O. P. -Woloott, atter viliting the 

lettIem.nt about thiaUm..g ...... thb pioture of the 8ite I 

-Suoh a mi.erable looklng plac. tor .. s.ttl.
_nt I had never ••• n betore. It was one 
unkroken.erie I of .and-banks. trog-ponde. 
olay hilla. and river _rshe •• with the 
unp ... tent10u. habitat10n. ot probably f1 .... 
thouMnd people .oatteredaround in .. 
de'ultory way. In three day. I had ,ainU 
the .. oquaintano. ot nearly ..... ry an in 
town, anc1 I made it .. point to abuse ewry
b~ I met tor looatl~\ in .uoh an 111-
taTored and unproa1.s.ng .tretoh or waitt •• 
'Suoh a spot, I into!'llled the •• was intended 
tor water-towll and wild be .. 'h. but not 
tor dwelling. ot men." 12 

" 
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12. John O. Gregory, Hiltory of JI11waulcee, W18oonsin, 1.206 . , 

JI11.une must have improved in its appe..r..noe very rapidly, for 

Dr. J. lie 'Selby, who oame and .. ttled there in leU, pre'ent, quite 

the oontrary piotur. to that of Dr. w'oloott. Reoallins the oity as 

he rGlII8Ilberea it in i;t. early days, he wrote in 1896. 

"I think I , haTe presented a taithful .ummary 
ot the appearance ot JI11 .... uke. in 1842. 
to •• that it .s .imply beautitul would 
be an under.tat.ment ot the truth--lt waa 
enohanting. tho •• blutt., so round and 
bold, were oovered with t1Jaller, ca.ting 
ihade on loft velvety turf' beneath. FrOIl 

their top. oould be .. en the di.tant lake 
with it. green .... ter. and betwen the. 
the rinr Uke a 111ver thread. It .... 
olear .tre ... in -.hioh the Indian could 
.pear h18 tith to .. depth of te~ or tifteen 
teet and upon who.e surtace the morning sun 
'parkle,d a. upon a ll1J"rozo. 10 wonder it 
..... oalled by the Indian. the -beautitul 
land." It 1. beautiful todq, but it. 
beauty in it •• tate at nature ..... the work 
ot God.- 15 

13. Ibid., 1.207 

De.pite tb. difterent views and oontraati~ piotures of the 

men who vll1ted or •• ttled in the looality, throngs ot eutener. 

and toreigner. oame there and bought the be.t land. at '1.26 per 

aore. The.e new aettler. aha peopled the entire region at the 

territory of 1f18oon.in. 

"Among the .. 1Jmnlgrant. wa. the firlt in.tall
ent of Germane and No;oweglan.--the adv.noe 
guard of thou land. that were to tlook to 
111100nain '011 in .earch ot homel. The 
etteot or the arrha! of 'hhe •• tore1gn born 



home ....... kerl wal very refrelh1ng to the 
bartV pioneer. of JAlwau1( •• County. .. 
they bro~t with the. gold and .Uver 
wi til 1fh10h to purcha .. home., and money 
now beoame plentlful. It 14 

14. Lleut. 001. J.rome A. Watrou., op. olt., 1,81 

.' 

43. 

A~t da11y th... 1mm1grant. arrh.d 1n their natlODAl dr ..... 

at the rate ot a 1lhouland a ... k. A. a relUlt, within the deoade of 

the torti •• , fil_ube County beo ..... lt-.u.ta1ning. 'I'he belt land 

in the re,1on ... taken o-nr for ranaa, and the oity, Kilwaukee,a. it 

< 

gr_, wa. denUled to be 00.' ontt of the ohier oc.nerola1 and -.nutaotur-

1ng o.nter. of the lI1ddle •• t. A "enau' taken in June 1846 ot the 

olty and county .howed that the population had inorea •• d to 15,692. 

'!'hu" within .ight.een month., the total populatlon regiltered 22,191. 

'!'hl. Ihond hClr rapidly thil port1on ot the .tate developed in that 

deoade.15 

15. Ibld., 1,91,96 

·John Gregoty II op.olt., 2,1301, 1308 

Wlth the ad ...... ot the .. new •• ttl.r.,JI11 .... uHe oould be inoorp

orated a. a oity and beo ... ll).du.trial1y ~l1ned. the real impetus 

to th1. indult.ri&l oharaoter 0'" trOll1 the 1mm1grant. th .. el ..... 

Por they had aoquired their .ooat10nal train1n,t 1n the old world 

. from wheno. they had 0 OM. 

-'fbey ..... , in the .in,oUled artiaana 
who could produoe a great ftrtety or u.etul 
th1ngl, and whUe tor a tlme they •• ned 
looal need. only, they .oon expanded thelr 
aotl.1t1 •• and found a market for their 
produot. beyond the borders ot the o1ty. • • 
they were not only ak:1l1tul but allo 



belie..,.d in ail. hone.t · prqduot. 
rurthermc;re. they believed In honorable 
_thod. in the .,rketing of th.ir ware •• It 16 

16. WUllam(JeorgeBruoe, A Short H1stog ot tilwaukee, 95 
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In til_uke. or thia time, the indu.trie. that deman~ed compet

ent ftrkalen ... re hOUI.building, .hipbullding, raUroadbullding. 

The.e Jl8wly-.rriwd •• ttler. po ...... d the e .. outl..,. ability and 
I 

tlna.no~l geniu' tor their ~gement. fhu. variou. industrle. 

developed a.ndupon the toundation. laid by the s,...ngrant. waa built 

twenty ... oentulV ilil,..ukee ,to~ one ot the blue it 1ndu.trial oenter. 

ot the union. 

One ot the.e pioneer industri •• deHne •• peoial melltion. It 

was brlok .. mak.1Dg. Jla.4e or e".e.Uent 01. round in the boundarie., of 

the '8tt1e.nt. it .... tound that the heat ot the kiln turned the 

oolor of the briak. to a pal. yellow inat.ad at the uaual red. 

!eaa-ute at thie peouliarity ot it. brloki, n1_uk ....... ntually ao

quired the DaM of the CHUl Oity. Aroh1t8ot., tar and wide, deme.nded 

the yellow MilwauDI bdok. tor art1atl0 etfeot 1n the trimming ot 

building.. And whUe the tOlm8tolk had been dl.appointed in the oolor 

ot their brolok., vbitar. and tra .. leu pral .. d the.. thereatter, the 

oolor beo .. a matter at di.tlnotlon an.d ..... regarded aa a _tter ot 

local pride. 17 

11. John GregC)ry, OPe ol~., 11510, 612 

At the end or the tortie., at the tame t~ that the roundera at 

the oomnunity· ~ St. Franci. c-.me to thi. oity, Milwaukee beollllle .. 

.. 



thrirlng oity. J(r~ John Dadd. who alao oame here around 1860. hal 

lett thll intere.ting pioture, 

I i I found the city or. ten or tn1 .... e thQuaand 
inhabitant •• a heterogeMou, ••• ot build
ing. JIlO.tly or frame but ~ ot brlok oon
.truct1on. with wooden •. i4nal.kI ot Tarylng 
eleTatlon. IIIatW of' them haTing awning po.ta 
at the outer edge _ from whioh awning. 
nretohed to the building.. 1'.... tUled 
the .-breet., bringing a.ll kind. of produoe, 
dIlY at them having traveled frOlll gre .. t 
d1 •. tance. to r.aoh tbe oity. n..t-buyere 
thronged the' plaoe. frequented by teama. 
in.peoting and purohuiDg the 0 ...... 1 tor 
the numerou. tirma engaged in the Ihipment. 
Prairie .choOlUlr. were trequently to be 
Hen. laden with lead troa Oalena and 
H1Mr .. l Point. Bo ~lroad. had ~,t been 
bu1lt. and good. intended tor the inter10r 
_re loaded on to .. gone .t all hour., to 
.uit the ooD.ftnlenoe at the • ..ner •• 
General ater •• _re the rule, dealing in 
mix.d merohandlH. and 'p*oulation devel
oped .lowly. Jfany tirma ainta1Md wagon. 
wh1ch tranled through 1Ihe .tat. peddling 
their war ••••• 

According to the h.t cen.u. our popu
lation 11 more largely oompo.ed ot repre
Hntats."..1 at the <Jerman rao' than that of' 
ally other oity in tlw Union. !h1a gl ..... 
1t a .ta.b1l1ty , ... tayilllpOwer th .. t t ... 
other pl .. " •• p.ollel'. It 18 her blood at 
the root ot the Anglo-Salton raoe which 
gl"1'8' it it. wondroUI pOlNtr. A tew year. 
ago I bear4 a leoture bf llatthew Arno14 
entitled '8avtng Remnant or lation •• • He 
.pob of the vazo1ou. _tlona and their 
oharaoterlltiol, the likelihood at their 
per-nanny or decaf. IIi speaking ot the 
-'-trioan nation. he 1&1d our aalntion 
Nld .xl .• tenoe are guaranteed by the 1ntu.
j,on of 'feutQll10 blood in our vein •• 
Argu1ng tr-. thia prom1.. our penlAnent 
prolpe~ity 1 ..... ure4. 18 

18. Ibid., 2, 1282-128' 
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Politioally, at thil time, the majority of the l411wa.ulcee in

habitant •• upported the Demoo~ratio. , Wh1g:, or Aboliti<m1l.t Partie •• 

46. 

The German., in partioular, .• upport.d the DeJllooratio party. Thia wa. 
but natural, to"/' the word Democrat had had a d1ft.r.nt meaning tor 

the GerMJl people than tor other.. In their European h0lll81and, more 

e.p.oially 111 Pru.aia, Demoon.t .... re thon "who .toocl in oppo.ition 

to tYJ'anDiY, m<marolV, and ariatooraoy-.. uphold1Dg ..... rythlng that wa. 
tr •• and good and noble." Jlaturally the Oenan immigrant. who later 

.ettlod in Wi.oonilin had lett thei~t .. thilrand beo.au .. they had been 

di. .... tiltied with hOl88 rule or bec.u .. ne4e •• ity oblig.d them to 

leaw. Tho •• that were obliged to le • .,. 'We", nvolutioniats. When 

they arriftd in the .tate ot 'lf1aoon.ln~ they found out that the word 

DelIlOQrat had the ... meaning 111 AM1"1_ al 1t ~d bad in GeJ"DllUlY. 

Theretore, the Genana joined the Democratio porty. They would have 

oon81dered it .m outrage, an ~0 .. 1b1Uty to join "Il¥ other. All 

time pa ... d, h .... r, ~ of the .. Gera.na 11 .. d to ohang. their 

political point ot view. Later,.cae of thea joined the opposing 

party, the Republioan. J'rca the year 1834 onwards down the year •• 

thh oppoeit1on grol.\p had torud a ooalition under the party name 

ot Whig. They tOUlht their politioal battl •• under thia title 

untU 1854. that year the ,..-.... SoU.r. and ~ow .othing. joined 

the Whig. and they beo ... known atter that date A. Republioan •• 19 

19. Thid~,. ~t1288 

Ueut. Col. ·Jercm8 A. "'iltrou., OPe clt., 1112.$ 
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While Milwaukee wal being built up indultrially and politically, • 

rol1g1oua wor.h1p and 'apirltual :1ntluenoe dpt apaoe to the timu. 

Though the lettlerl and tmmigranta d1ffered widely in raoe, creed, 

and 8001al anteoedent., a high standard or lIlOl"ala and manner. were 

m&.inta1nf.id not by the rulo of oompubion and ottlcial .urvelllance 

but by the innate Tirtue whloh the people th •••• lve. po ..... ed. At 

the oity'_ .ami-oentennial, .. olerr,yman 111 hie eulogy to Milwaukee 

r.terred to tht. trait ot the pion •• r ., when h4I a .. erted, 

"It •• th1a that induoed. Juneau, the founder 
C£ the oity. to lOt apart a portion ot land 
tor God' I "M'loe 1n the moat prora1nent part 
of the new .. ttlement. It •• thia that 
induoed Prote.taut., ~ and Catholio. 
alUte to give a generoul portlcm or their 
aoanty earning. to b\llld and Mtnta1n their 
"apaoth.- ohuroh .. , 1n whioh th.y 1Il1.ght . 
enjo,y the privil.,e or r.ligion and worlhip 
God aooording to their oon.oieno •• without 
bltert.renoe wlth the oonviotlon. or other •• 
It _. thl. that gave Milwaukee her enviable 
rep\ltation Uleng the oi ti.. ot the ••• t tor 
being coneenat! ... azul law-abiding and tor 
m&.lntaining the hlgh .tandard of morality 
wMob ahe enjoys todq." ao 

20. John O. Gregory, 01'. cit., 2. 837-858 

Frca the t1mo -of the founding or the cltych\lJ"oh •• _1"$ b.~ 

built. Ylmy ProtG.tant d.enOllll1nation' bu11t th4Ilr churoh •• 1:n the 

1ooal1ty. AIIlong thQm ware CongregatlcmaU.etl, 1fitthodht., and 

Baptist.. In tilt Augu.t or 1835 or 1837, the tir.t Catholio '8"100, 

the Holy ...... wa. · o.l.brated by' the a.vet'end f1eurt.ond J. Elonduel. 

He had been ordained 1n DetJ"01t, ~ 1834. UteI' twenty 'Catholio. 

had .. ttled and _de home. 1n the o1ty. a 1l1111o:nary atation wal tormed 



and oooal1onally viti ted by Reverend Theodore J. Vander Broek. 

Becauee ot the fewneaa of the Cathol1o population, 1i11waulcee WlLa a 
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part of the Detroit diocete tr(l{ll the yuar. 18S3 to 1843. But already 

in JAy 1839, the oity had lta fir.t reddent print, Reverend Patriok 

O'Kelley (O'Kelly, Kelly). At first he read Holy Mae., in the oourt

hou... In 1839, with the aid or the Catholio. of 1l.11wau1cee, be began 

a ,_11 frame ohUf'oh (28 x 42) known a. St. l'eter t.. It..... ereoted 

on lot. 10 and 11, block 73 and _. dcmated by Solomon Juneau. An 

intereating hlstorioal item ohronioled about tt, 1·a that it. patron 

saint wa. St. Luke, and a. lat. a. 1842, it waa reterred to a. St. 

Luke 'I. During the year of it. oompletion, 1842, due to the l11ne .. 

of 'ather l811y and the n .. cla ot the Oatholio Otnnan., who _re 

by 'bhi • . tiM oaming to the oity in 1nor .... inc aJUIIlbera, Reverend 

Jlart1n 1uncl1c _. appointed pa.tor. 21 

21. !he Reverend Peter Leo Johnaon, D.D., "Iir.1o Catholio Churoh in 
JI11waube. St. Peter'., 1839--." !he Bal .. ianUll, 1938, 23:123-131 

When a que.tlon arote a. to a biehop tor' the terrltory, Milwaukee, 

being both a . rel1g10u.and ooXtllll8l1'Ol&l oenter, was oho.en tor the 

epl.oopal oity" It became the Qatbednl City or the 41ooe.e or 

nlwauke." III¥ 16, 1843. the lU.ght Reverend John lIiLI'tin Henni .... 

appo1,nted it. tlr81: bilhop and atter hia oona.oratian a.lU1IIed the 

duti •• ot nil ortiee on ~ 3, 1864. St. Peter'. _in building 

(it had .1nce ita foundatlon been enlarged tor aohool purpo.ea) .erv4ld 

a. Bilhop Henn1 t. oathe4ral.1flth the inoOll1Dg tldeat 1.mm1grant. in 

the fortle., St. r.ter1a prcmtd too eall to aooommodaW aU parilh

ioner.. theretor., St. lfary" Churoh .... built in 1846-1841. St.John'. 
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Cathedral wu begun in 1848. Until its oompletion in 1663, St. Ka.ry" 

wal the moat 1mpoaing edifioe in the oity. Aa the years ptL88ed, 

1I11wa.ukee, in July 1875, had the distinction of being raised to a.n 

a.rohdiooe.e, when Biahop Henni waa inTeated with the ptLlliUJll, eymbol 

of the arohepiaoopate. By the .nd of the o.ntury, when )(other Theola 

took aver the juriadiotion of the oommunity at St. Franoia, lituated 

a few mile a from ~ oi ty, JlUwaukee .. a a oi ty of 300 ohurohe., the 

-Catholio. ola1m1ng 27 of them. 22 

22. T. J. Sullivan, 'the Catholio Church in Wiaoonain, 296-299 

J. J. ar.gor,y, OPe oit., 2&123-131 

Catholio OireotOl"Y, 1898, 1899. 1900 

After the half' oentury mark, around the tiM the oommunity of 

" 

St. Franoia wa. being eatabUahed, JI11waukee allo beO&1118 a manutaotur-

ing oity. Up to 1860, the f-.r.ers had exohauged their produoe for manu

faotured good. trom the Eaat. But when indiYlduala with money to in

veat had arrived here, the little baok-yard .hop expanded into .. 

tactory, ttw indiTidual Mohanio beoUle the _player. So that by 1872, 

one-half of Milwaukee'. working population ... a engaged in induatrlal 

pur.uita and $20,000,000.00 of the output of bel' factori •• wal on the 

JlUU"ket. Beoaus. traneportation and tinano ..... favorable to the oity, 

buair. .. d .... loped. manufaoturing bo~d. In the lat. eightiea, 

bua1ne ..... a ... organised and there entered the oity 

"the era of .... aproduotion oolling with 
the cantu. or invention, otaoi.ntltio 
org-.n1zation, and of progr.aai" .ale,
manahip, ••• Thua great induatrie., 



whioh .end their produot. to the tour end. 
ot the world were reared." 23 , . 

23. Viilliam George aruoe, 01?~ dt., 97 
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At the beginning of this the twentieth century, then, Kilwaukee was one 

of the outatand1Dg industrial center. or Amerioa, standing ninth in the 

value or .. nutaotur.d product. in the nation. 24. 

24. Jolm J. Gregory. :op. cit." le 52""530 

! 

A Halt-oentury of Oommunity m.tory 

Th .... oame to the dloo... or KilwauQ., the year. atter it had 

reo.l Ted it. rel1dent bllhop, in 184.9, two pr1 •• t. and a 8111&11 band 

of Franohoan l'ert1ui •• tran Bttenb.ueFn, BaTaria. Oe~. Th1a 

group or torty-niner., unlike the better known California forty-niner., 

oame to the Kilwauke. diooea. with the purpo.e Of tounding a ... l1giou. 

oommunity ot, the Thi"d 0..4er of St., ' .... noU or· A.lid , in' 1l0J"th America. 

Th~ had .el.ote~ , the ,tate 01' Wlaoonaln beoau •• the R1ght R.ver.nd 

John lilrtln Henni, tiret German bbhop of theStatea, ~lle trav.ling 

through Europe, and Bavaria in par1;lQu1ar, in 184.8, had dbtrlbuted 

pamphlet. and perlod1oall prailing thla new land 01' promise. Th. 

artiol •• 1nTlted pri.ats and laity to migrate to Ame .. loa and upec1Ally 

Wi.conein, in order to promote the oau •• of Cath01io1sm th.re. Filled 

with the ind<JD1t&ble .p1rit 01' apo.tlee, inspired with the deelre of 

perteot1ne; their own soul., and an1ma.ted 'I'd th ·an un,.lfish leal tor 

," 



the aalnticm or the .oul. of mankind, nany perlon. responded to the 

prelate'. appeal. 

Bearing a recommendation fran the King Louis 1I1 •• ion Sooiety. 

l6:iohen, two priestl, .1% Tertiary WOlIIen, and •• ..,.ra1 tertiary men 
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.. t out from Etteabeuern, a village in BaTar1& in the dioo .. e of 

Aug.burg, Maroh 6, 1849. On Penteoolt JIon~, lIt.y 10, 1849, they 

arrived in JfUWaulcee. In thil new world., the tounder. of the St. 

Franoia oOllll1unlty _de their tirlt aor1tioe, tor they had neither 

friend to .. lo~ them nor root to tlbel tel' them. It 10 happened that 

B1lhop Blnn1, _1«. they 0 ... to .... 18t in hil dlocesan work, had. gone 

on hia 'e.d L1m1ne.' vidt to the Holy , .. the,. in RCID8. Betore retUrning 

to his epiloopd oity, he .... further delqed by the .. eting of the 

biahopl 'in the III ProTlno1d Oouncil ot Be.ltimore. Theretore, the 

prle.tl 'and "ertlarlel 0&11ed on ReTerend 1Iartin Itundlg, Vioar General 

of thlt Kilwaulcee d100 •• e, .. t 'raDlclin, W1100n.in. P&ther Itundig g .. ve 

the. hOlpltality until Bilhop Henn1 returned. 

lIb.n Blahop !lenn1 w... intormed -that the.. pr1 .. t. and Tert1ari8' 

d881red to tound a oommunity in lI1lwaukee, he .. co.pted their .. rv1ou. 

lie furth.r .. dT1 .. d the to purah.... .. traot ot l~d .. bout tour mllea 

.outh ot the oity ot K11waulcH looe.ted Mar the louth .hore of Lake 

Jliohigan. At that " pot, Ul!d the wooda, .. I .. lmall o~e&ring o .. l1.d 

Nojo.hing, whloh in the Indian language lignitied .. point of land 

extending into the wat.r. 'ollowing the acSTla. of Bilhop &nni, 

thil band of mil.10nar1e1 puroha •• d. tor 11,000.00 thirty-.even aore. 

ot land trca &Dry and ~ Oro... ~ the land wa. a log oabin. &re. 

the IU w~n 1'en1&ri •• , tounderl ot the oOllllllUi1ity of St. Pranoil, 
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lived throughout the aUIIIIIWr in the greate.t Ponrty and hard.hip •• 

Thu., began the cOmmunity whldh Mother thecla wa. to govern forty-nine 

years later. 26 

26. Sinoe _terial on the early foUIldera i. not oOlllpletely oatalogued, 
the ahern intonaa.tion wa. oombined trOll the toll owing .ouroe •• 

1. Mother Mary !blola, O.S.F., ,oiolh1n§ DOW St. Pranoi., Briet 
Hbtory ot Our Community 1849- 928, 4-1 

2. 'Si.ter Ifary BaymOnd; O.S.F., ThIi· 8tudf ot the Riatory ot Our 
QcammH'¥, rive .peaohea with queatIona tor .. atudi olub, 1-4 

3. Reventnd Philip Joeeph Roa., B.A., Hiatory at the Oritin and 
F,ound1U the Congregation ot the Sl.a&r. ot tli8 th~ rd Order 
ot St.. . oIa Cit Aadd, Sliter. ot 'eDUOe Ion" Cha.ri~ .. t 
iOioahlni, ii~Qllain nOllf st. Franoia, 1849. unpubliahed thesh. 
1 .. 

.. 

4. Very aeverend. Joaeph Bainer., A Boble !THat Joa.1! Sa.laann, D.D. 
P9\Ulder or the S .. leaianum. 'tranalated trOll the .' rman bY 
Reverend Joaeph Berg, Prote •• or at the Salea1anUll, 86 

6. Sounnlr ot the twelfth .Am1ual Conwntioo at the "'rioan 
Feaeration or Oatholio Booi.n.. bU, 78 

Betore the winter 1849, a more aeoure and habitable dwelling had 

to be built tor the .ilt wol!IIin tounclre..... With the aid ot their 

brother !ert1a.r1 •• , .. mode.t oo~nt wa. built. Thu., tbl tirat 

oongregation ot reUgioua WIL, built in Wlaoonain. aeUgiou. 11fe 

really began when a rel1giou. garb waa deligned ,and the ' .ix WOMn 

!ert1a.r1e. were 1nveated ... postulant.. )(1 •• Duerr, one ot the aix 

T.rtiari .. , who hadapent a year in a novitia~ at Augaburg in 

Banr1a .. I by OOlllnon oonaent appointed KotheI' Superior ot the 11ttle 

band or JIl1 •• 1onar1ea. A limpl. rule wherein the !lntlr. da)r .... a 
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devoted to prayer and work ... drawn up by inerend Anthony Keppeler, 

one of the 1Ili.lionary prie,t. who had oome with the group to Jdl ... ukee. 

At the tt. he had aoted ... Reotor of the oon ... nt ot St. FranoU. 26 

26. S.F.A.C.A_, Mother Ma.ry Theola, OPe olt., 7. and 

Siater Iar,y ~ond, o~. olt., 23 

Prom tM yea.r lEl60 untllall'l1oat the end of the oentury, the newly-

org.u1&ed aommunit,y, of 810. Franoi, wa. to undergo ..... re trial I and 

sufferingl. Dur1llg that halt-oentury, three cri .. 1 threatheJl8d its 

... ry ex1atienee. The fir.t .orr"" and 101. auata1ned by the young 

oommunity .. ,the death of the two pri .. tl, 'ather Ieppeler and 

Father Stelger. !he silter, had relied OQ the •• prlelta for material 

aid and apiritual aid, but they had been anatoh.cl f!rcm the. by the 

cholera that .... then rag1n& In tJw land. 'ath ... Eeppeler had not 

only been thetr spiritual direotor but had. allo opeJl8d a lohool in 

the n.ighborhood, of lew Ooe1o, W1Ioonl1o. ~ 10M •• ahool the liater. 
-

inatruoted the "hlldren and thua _de their l1v1D£. With the d.ath 

or their prien./ friendl and advi •• r., revenue. beoame .oaroe and lite 

looked very blaok to the .il'tlln. 

In their diffioulty, the 11IteFa WIlt to Dilhop Bmni tor advioe. 

1'he b18hop adTlIed them to remain at the)ir oonvent and tru.t 111 

Divine Proddenoe. fheae IU reUglou. wOIII8n obeyed hll orderl. 

Wanting a Obaplun, the ahtera, rrcm 1861 to 1852, walked all the 

wa)l' to St. Mary" Church, Kilwaukee to atte.ncl Holy 1II.S1 OIl Sunday •• 

" 

When the bishop reali.ed the harct.hipi that the .l.terl were undergoihg, 

he appointed Reverend lI10hael Bell. JPlritual direotor of :the oommunity 

-------.. 
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.. t St. Franci.. And when St. Aemilian'. Orphan A*y1um .... tl'an.ferred " 

to a building near the conve~t at the then known NOjaehing,in 1854, 

financlal ,a14 oame to the ailter. when ~ of them beg~ teaohing the 

orphan boy.. With the er.ction or the Sal •• anum, the 8_inary~ of 

St. Prancb de Sal.1 at St. 'ranch, in 185"'1855, and atter itt 

completion in 1856, the 8iater. aco.pted the charge of the hou •• hold 

dut1e. there. '!'he Ii.ten th.r.by tu~till.d a part ot their Con-
r 
! 

ventualContraot wblah they had _de in 1848, 'betor. they hd let out 

treD lIavaria lito wtruot (Jerman .. ape&.k1ng boyt, who had the neoeaaary 

talent" gratll, or with a _agel" oontribution.- teaohing the orphan. 

and do1P~ the hoUaehold dut1e1 at the .eminary .0000000t relie .... d the 

poverty or the atruggling oOJlirlunlty and tlded th_ over- the 1'ir.t 

or1.11 that had threatened their D8W foundation in 1fiaconain. 27 

27 , S.F.A,C.A.; Kother Theola, OPe oit. " 8-10, and 

Sliter ,Mary Raymond, OPe olt., 24:, 26, 28-29 

Greater than t~ 1'lr.t wa. the leoond orl.11 that aftllcted the 

young 00llll1un1ty at St. :Francia. !h~UCh the oOlllll\Ul1ty had inor .... ed 

in perlannel, the blow tell when word .. nt around the oon ... nt that 

the lilt toundre'HI, the T.rtiar1.1 Who had 00_ trom lurope to 

eatab118h a oOlllllun1ty in ,.r10a, had deoi4ed to withdraw. !he I. 

lilt WCIIItn, although t)l.y we,.. ,.1D1Oere~y pioua and had endur.d Jauch 

.uttering tor a deoade ot year., re.ohed that the .ork .... beyond 

their endurance. They wllhed to lpend thelr deolining year. in a 

religiou. order ot oon'templat1w.. For th1e rea.on, with the per-

minion or their oonf'euor, IIonlignor Bats, they applied for adm18810n 

to one of the contemplative orders in Europ4t. The European order 
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• ent the Ii.terl a reply in the negative. »e .. rthele .. , th •• e wOIIIIIn 

•• eing the work in Wilcon.in beyond the atrength of their advancing 

yeara, decided to leave the oonvent aa they tirlt ' had pt..nIled. On 

June 1, 1860, .1x veiled women, dre·a •• d in b1aok, stepped 0ut or the 

entranoe otthe primitiVe C)onftnt onto the narrow and winding pLth 

that led from the clearing in the wood. J,nto the oit:y of Milwaukee. 

'They lought retuce .. t St. Mary' a Reotory. lkm.ignorBat. retained 

two of them a. hia houlekeeper. and later purohaa.ul a hou.e for the 

other four wo_n. tJrlder th .. direotion at the 1Iloz'1Ilgnor, thele aix 

~ led ' pioul, m~t1tied 11 .. 1, were 11¥1ng exampl •• ot .ea1 and 

o.orifloe .t11 the"r dea;tlha. their 1"1,1) retting plaoe wa. Ce.l_ry 

o ... tl17, JI11waukee, lUaconain. 

Such .. a the inaorutJ.bIe will of God in behalt or the oommunity 

founded at Jrojoah1ng in 1849. light ai.terl and thr •• pOltulantl 

remained at the cOl1wnt. the Itplt"itual direotor, Father Bel .. , 

appoint.d the 01delt dater .. a Superior tor an indefinite time and 

theoommunlty wu .. ved from UleolUtlon. rather Hebe oonatantly 

ad1!lonllhed the.e suterl who rema1ned _th thea. word., ·'ear not, 

ZI\Y 11tt1. fioo,k. God will take oare ot you.· !hat the oommunlty 

atU1 exhta t~ and hal not been burled in obl1 don il proot 
-

that the worda or the good prieet were .. rifled. 28 

28. S.I.A.O.A." lfother Thecla, OPe olt., 11-14, and 

S18ter Mary Ba)'lllOncl, OPe 0110., 39-41 

FrOID the year 1860 until tho year 1871, when the third and 

greateat orleta OOOUl"r.d, the nmnant band ot .1etera atruggled along 
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• upported at fir.t, "i.th tood. ruel, ~d a .~ll wage for theu- work 

&t St. ,r.ta.nol.Sem1J)ary. 'the oomm~lty •• r.or~&.nlled the , .ame year 

1860 that the 1'oundreue. lett it. The .1iIter. appeared. in a new 

garb that year. 'the .i.ter per.annel ..... oon doubled and by 1863, 

tho oommun.ity numbered _nv .... '"n _be.-.. With inCreased member .. 

! .hip, the pOOl' oOlllll1uni ty began a~ .. in to pro.per and wu enga.g$d in 

.ome ot the oharitable work' at the dioce •• ot 111wa.ukee. 

In 1865, a new Superior a.n~f'd. SiNr ~tcmia Herb by name, 

' wa.. eleoted • . Amtlou. to onoe more tiLD . up W9i"k in the field of eduoa-

Uon. , Moth~r ~ton!a approaohe4 ~t.ahop &nnl an4 ... ked penni •• ion 

to tn.1n tal.ntecl .leter' for the poa1tl~ ot teaoher. in the parochial 

.oho,?l •• . 'l,'he bi~opp"Nltedher reque.t. 'thereupon KotheI' Antonia 

engaged :wtruotor. to prepare the.,..tera tor the1r wotk a. teachers. 

A . yearlLtter her , eleo'Uon to. the otnoe of Superior ,CJenerd, beoauae 

of t..'w har4 work impoaed upon the ,IUter. in ,tulf'111ing their dutie. 

in the or~ge Nl4 1tIiIIli,par;y. Mother An~. with the &14 of her 

advller. "'th~r 88l •• " bOUiht a tana ~d h~u,. in J.tter.on, W18oonl1n, 

and Jl8got1at.d to IIlOYO the JIoth.rho,-e to that loeation. WhUe 

level'd IUt-rl r_lne,d loyal to the wor1l; at St. PratlQU. the oradle 

ot ;he oOlllPlunlty, moat of the trained. Waoh .... c1epane.d tor Jetterlon, 

WilOonlin with trothe .. Antonia. Mother Antoni .. then attained her 

goal by reodYing for her 11Iter. oharg. 01 two lohooll in the vio:1nity 

or Jetter.on, Ws,.oonlin. But in their new hOM, t~ 11.~r. had to 

undergo 1'1'1ntiOlll .and har4.h1pe. One mi.tortune wa. that ot being 

deprived. ot the pre.enoe of' the! Bl.ued SaOnJdnt 1n th.ir oonTent 

home. Le.ter at st. Coletta f, Oo:nvent at Jetteraon affairs took .. 

" 



67. 

turn for the better. After a tew yeaT8, an IILdd1tional wing w ... e,dded . , 

to the OI'iginal buUding. Today. St. Ooletta I. ot yeaterday', .1& the 

well-known inatitutlon for baokward youth, the tiz-It C .. tholic .ohool 

of ita leba. tn tl\e tlJlion. 29 

29. S.F.A.C.A., Mother 1'hecb., oR. oit., 15 ... 17 

'the ro~l of t!w Kotherhou •• to J.tter.on. "'lacon.in wa. but the 

prelude to the ~1rd and mo.t dl ... troua blow .hiob., to try the 

" 

atout he-.rt., of W'll\Jondn" pl~r aiater.. 1'he oommunity had SUl"Tlved 

the t1rlt e.o4\11, the litIparture or It. tO~"8I>. !hat it .uniTed 

the •• oond .~tc')du., whioh ocourred in 1871, ahOlNd how v18ibly Divine 

Providenoe guided .the d •• tini., or the a:taterhoocl tOlDlcled .. t St.Francia 
I 

in 1~49. the.. disa1iter began 1n 1868. 

tIother AIltonta I ,. con.taut adYi"l" ~cl Goun •• lor, lathe .. Beiel, , . 

•• made OrdiDILry of tho l:A Cl"oa~ 4100e.' in liitoonlin in the year 

1868. Hit bad up to that tiM been ~ir1tual <l1reoto .. ot St. Coletta'a, 

Jetter.on. .n he became bilhop,. Ifothn Antonia ... ked to ¥ve him 

reta1ned a. direotor at st. Coletta", Bhhop &mni ret.,..d thb 

reque.t beoauee it :0.' oontrary to the 1 .... ot the ol\uroh.Jlother 

Antonia :tlutn tlU"llOd to 811Jhop Heb. or t.a Oro ... tor ooun.el. The 

bilhop lug •• ted that JIother Antonia reaove btl' oonftnt to h18 diooe.e 

at La. C.ro..... Ao1.hi.g on hi. adT1o •• Mother ~tonla; though ~'ep1llg 

the matter •• oret, _de prepar8,tlonl tor the tJ'Nl.!er qr her community, 

With the a .. l.tano. or Bi.hop Hei .. , Mother Antoni. received permba10n 

trom the N1nltter a.~.ral ot the M1nor Conventual. ..t Rome ~o Attl1iate 

her future ~onVtmt at La era ... ."th the Pranohou Order. Aooordingly, 



on July 10, 1871, a lister and four postulant a lett tor La Cr0I88, 

Wboonsin. Two ~a later Mother Antonia her.ell lett the oommunity 

of' St. Francia and fWnounoed that La Cro •• e ..... now the Motherhouae 

and St. Coletta1a ita mi.lion. No further action ..... a 1;fLk:en until, 

in 18r~, Kother Antonia sent SiReI' Br1gitta I.pper. t oo St. Franoh 

wi t h au re.olution. ahe had tOrDlUlated. Acting on the relOlutiona 

on the morning ot Maroh lQ, 1873, aeventy-t1T. pro.t .... d .:iat8r., 

tifteen nOTio •• , and ten po.tulant., a total ot ninety member., 

lett tor La Oro.... !h.r. remained in th. abandoned oOlllJllunity ot 

st, Francie twenty-.... n prote ... d .utera, three nOTioe., and one 

68. 

po.tulant, a total. at thirty-one .ht.r.. two-thirds of the c01III!lunity 

had depart.ll, what ..... to beoame ~ the r._inills one-third. 

Wlwn the entire matter ..... reterred to Bhhop Hanni ot Mil ..... uk •• , 
, " 

to Wham the eoole.la.tioal juri.diotion at the oommunity rightly 

.. 

belonged" the bbhop ge.roudy deoreed that the d.ter. ot St. Franoia 

were tre., without prejudice to their vowe, to remain at the original 

Koth.erhou •• at St. Franoil or to lMye and join Mother Antonia at 

La Oro ... , Wiloon.in. 'fbi. deoition ..... dellftred by the Beotor ot 

St. Pranoi. hmitJAI'Y, Doctor S .. lUlalUl. At the ..... tiM, while 

alloWlng the liater. to JIIf.ke their 0Im ohoioe, the Reotor, with gr.at 

earneetn.." pl.aded with the. on how noble 1t ..... to .... i.t in the 

tr .. ining a.nd .ducating ot .eminarian. tor the pri •• thood. , Th. 

_jarity ot the .18ter ... gre.d to re.in and oontinue the lowly work 

ot the .em1na.ry dome.tio dutie.. Alli.ted by t,. Beotor, th .. e 

liater. began once more to build up the community where the t11"1t 

founder. had or .. dled their oOllllnUllity. With the permia.ion of Bilhop 



Henni,. another liother General was elected nth her Slete .. Aadatant 

and tor 8. third time the oommunlty 'had' to buiid ltaelf up on .lim 

50 re.ouroe •• 

30. B.F.A,e.A_, SiSter Hay.and, OPe 01t.,68-60 

In spite ot ditfioulti •• , God "..tohed over the oommunity at 

St. Franola. Betore the end or the year, Wormatlon ..... r130elYed 

trQm the Holy Se. at HOJIl8 that the COIIIIIlunlty .... reoognhed a. 

aeparate .f'r~ the 81ner8 that had tollowd Mother Antonia to La 

69. 

Cro ... end £;1.hop Bmml 1M. authoris.d to reoel ... novioe. a. prote .... d 

811tere in St. Franoia., Asp!ri tual dir.ctor 1n the person ot the 

learned u.d pioua liCfftrend C. kppelhorat. Prote •• or ot St. Pre.no1e 

Sembw.I'Y;wae appointed for the si.terho~ at at. Pranoie. Once more , 

'but only tor a year, St. Coletta', at Jett.raon, whioh had been 

puroha •• d fT- the La Orone ~i.ter., beOUJ,e the Uotherho~.. 'the 

liate ... wer. again .ent baok to 8t. Francb and have bad tMlr 

1Iotherhou.u there enr .1nce. !he oOlllDluni ty grew and, by 1880, the 

St. Franoia oOllllllunity number.d titty-two _mbere. When Bilhop a.nni 

was 8uooeecled by Bllhop Bel... in the arohdiooe.. of Mil .... uk •• , the 

latter had 'ClIII8 plant to amalgamate the St. 'ranoia oOlllBlunity with a 

younger order in the 4100.... Honnr, the plan ..... .uppr .... d 

through the vigoroua prote.t of Rev.r.nd .luguat Zeintnger, Reotor Qt 

St. Frano1t 8em1nary. JI1. word. on that cooadon are a matter ot 

tradition. Be Ifdd I 

"It would be the great~u,t inju.tio •• ver 
heaped upon this oommunity, atter they 
wwad ~ raithtully in the Selldnary~ to 
humiliate thea ~ ann.xing the. to a 
younger oommunity ae the latt of them all. 

.. 
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If ~hi. ia done, I will never again be ' 
able to ile.y JilL •• in peace, the · 
injustioe will haunt me to ~ ~1ng 
day." 31 

Sl. Siater R.t.ymond, oR. oit., 63 

Under the direotion ot' their proteotor , Father Zeininger, the 

ai.,ter., at St. Francla cmoo rnore undertook ·some or the oharitable 

work. of the .... ohdlooe •• of Hil_ukee. A. tu. pa .. ed, .trange a., 1.t 

" 

may seem, the educating of youth, the prime motl..,. of the .econd exodus, 

beoame the pr1nclpal work of tlw oOlDlllWllty. In 1885, the , .iater. took 

over tho cto..,tl0 duties of P10 Jono College, now St. Francia 1I1nor 

Sem~ at St. Franoil't and witho\J't remunerat10n in.truoted md oared 

for the ohlld~n of St. John'. Dltat .t. Aqlua, al.o at St. Franoh. 

)'rom 1886, and for tnl" yean thereafter, when 1fother Theola 

beoame Superior General, the St. Franeh co_unity ...... goyerned and 

direoted by Mother 'theola'., olde.t ai.,ter, MotMr Antonine !hren. 

Moth_r Anton1ne' • .,plrit of pr~er._ her great oourage and wllUngne .. 

to aka aaoritlo .. enabled the oommunity to beOOlDe .an 1ndiYldual 

unit md abe.eoured tor it a tlna ancl la.ting toundation. It waa 

JIother .Anton1ne Who built an addition to the little old oonftnt and 

the Gothio ohapel. It •• Mother Antonine who prevailed upon the 

Faculty or St. Franci. Seminary to remunerate the .,l.,ter. tor .,erTioe., 

given with JIOney betead ot produce. It ... JIotneF Anton1ne who 

acoepted ~ MW _bert both from abroad ~4 t1"Olll the State. and 

thu. built up the peraonnel or the oOllJlllunlty. La.tly, it wa. Mother 

Antonine who .ent young teaoher. beyond St. 'ranoia into otper parl., 

of Wi_con.in, into Illinois, Iowa, Ohio, )f1.,.oUFi. and lebra.,ka to 
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educate youth in Catholic .ohoola , in thue sta,tes. 32 

32. S.F.A.C.A., J.lother Thecla, OPe oit., 24, and 

Sister Raymond. OPe oit., 67, and 

D1reoto£y ot the Oonventual Institute of the Oongrega
tioo of the Siaterll ot the Third Order of St. Franoia of A •• hl, 
S1aters ot Penanoe and Charity, 1926, 43 ' 

As tiJQ8 went on then, 1natead of being obliterated from the faoe 

., 

ot the earth, the oODlnunity tounded in 1849, at St. Franoh, VUscon~1n, 

grew and 11ved. It was the task of the Superior General, Mother Theola 

!bren, who .. I eleoted to that otrioe in 1898, to build the super-

structure or the oommunity upon the foundation. at her own ai.ter, al 

her preda"e .. or. had lert her. To lIotlwr ~:':Mola teU the task or 

bulldini up the oommunity materially" of furthering the eduoation ot 

teaoher. tor their task. in th. parochial sohools ot the State., at 

1III.bu1ng ber Franoiaoan daughters with the tr_ spirit ot hnanoe 

and Charl'b1. and of impre .. 1ng upon them a truly religiou. 'pirit. 

That MOther Theola ably and oonaolentiously tultilled this trust, 

the aub.equent ohaptere will prove. 



Chapt.r V 

AWl •• Arohltect'. Work Abid •• 

1 St. Mary'. Aoademy 
2 St. Ooletta Sohool 
3 St. Jo •• ph'. Acad.~ 
4 In and About St. Franoi. 
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St. Mary" Acade~ 

In 1898; Mother . Thecla. Thren waa the ohoice of the d.legatea 

tor Superior Ge~ral 01' the oOm'munity at St. Franc1l. To oarry out 

the immediate need., .'p.oially the material need. ot the oommunity 

62. 

at that time, a woman ot a.bllity, ot .agacity .... need.d. Mother 

Thecla. .... a woman that anawered to that need. She was capable, 

oautiou., e'1'tio18nt, taotful. Other religioua 1IO_n ot her oommunity 

had planted and replanted the .. ed, Kother Antonin., h.r own aiater 

ha.d made the foundationa firmer, and now Mother Theela., .. a a. wi.e 

architeot, was to build thereon. Throughout lwr administration, 

u.ing bo'r praotioal toredght, Mother Theola ..... busy puroh ... ing and 

improving buUding. here, adding .ome wing. then. She .... , in truth, 

a monumental builder. 

A. has been .hown, there .tood in Jett.r.on, W1Icon81n, the 

buUding. Imown a. St. Ooletta '.. they •• ned a. a hOJlll tor the 

Slatere trom. St. Franoia until th.y tolland Mother Antonia to La 

Cro ... in 1877. in 1879" the oommunity r •• 1ning at St. Francia 

puroh .... d the buildinga and eighty acr •• ot land trom the dat.ra at 

La Oro.... Th. prioe paid ..... '3,000.00. "'om that time, until 

)(other Theola bee ... Superior General in 1898, 8t. Ooletta' ..... 

worked a. a tarm by the d.ter.. By this time, the building. though 

ample wer. old. Thia _de r.noTation n.!c ... azoy. Th.'refore, the tir.t 

taak undertak.n by the new Superior, .... to r.model the Jetferson 

property at a oost ot t lO,Ooo.OO. After the buildings were repaired, 

the question aro.e ... to what useful purp()'e the land. and building. 

could b. put. 

.. 



!lother Theola. thought it wise to request a resident priest tor 

St. Ooletta's as the first step. ,When the Arohbiahop of Milwaukee 

granted her request. ahe proposed to her oounoil that the Jetterson 

buildings be used tor a. boarding .ohool tor girls. !he prinoipal 

objeot or this new lehool would be to admit -girl. who lived too 

6S. 

great .. dUtanoe tram parochial .chooh. · St. Ooletta', would not only 

prepai"e the86 gir18 tor their first Holy COJIIIIIunion but abo give -them 

Il religlou, tra.ining tor life. Percebing the nobleness' ot Mother 

Theol.'. projeot, the pastors ot any neighboring pariah .. near the 

sohool gil .. their heart a.pproval. 

By the tall or 1899, nineteen glrh .. re registered in the grade 

and high lohool departments at St. Ooletta'i at Jetterson, Wisconsin. 

Although' the tirst objeot ot the sohool had been to .upplement the 

laok of Catholio .ehools in the vioinity, young l&dies trom other 

oities &110 Applied tor aamission. The high .ohool department wa. 

opened to &Oo~odate the.e girh. In the .eoond yeAr at it. ex-

Utenoe, bec&use the older girla ' outnumbered the younger, Littllr&ture, 

Rhetorio, Anoient H1atory, Algebr&, Cinl OoTerm.ent, and Shorthand 

and fypingh&d ' been added to the ourrioulUJa. 1 

1. S.F.A.C.A., Folio, Mother Theola Administr&tion, Card. 2, 4, 
re.pon.e of Raverena George liyer.· ibther A •• latant 1r.ne, Sister 
~d in sepa.ra.te interTiews to the que.tion &. to the origin 
a.nd de .. lopment at the bo&rdlD1 .ohool at gettr,r.on, .18oonl1n. 

As the yeArs pa. •• ed, more pupils .ought admi .. ion to St. Coletta's 

boarding .ohool. Five yea.r. after it, founding, the .ohool WAS found 

to be too small tor it. increasing numbers ot pupils. Once more, 

& new problem f&oed Mother Theol&. Should abe Annex & new wing to the 
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, alT8ady or~ped quarter. of St. Ooletta.'. or should ahe seek a new 

looat1on tor the boarding .ohool. The Superior ~nera.l wa.. helped in 

her, deoision b,y the taot that ~ of the applioant. oame trom the 

oi ty ot K1lwa.uXee. After due deliberation, Mother Theola decided to 

ereot a new school, an 8.Oade~ at the out.kirts ot the oity of Milwaukee. 

'~he tel t thie would be ailvimt&gitou. both to tt. o~l\m.ity at St. 

Franoie and to tlw taoul ty and pupU. of the new aoade~. Both would 

benetit by having a building :near the Motherholl.e at St. 'rancie and 

near the oi ty at )(llwa.Ukee rather than tifty miles trom the _tropol1s. 

!'hit new plan of Mother Theola'. lIhen _de known, reoel Ted severe 

oppo.ltion tram out.ide .ouroes. The Protes.or. ot St. Pranois 

Seminary would hear nothing ot 1t, and it was not until a prOVincial 

oounoi1 of b1ehops, seoonded b,y !'he )(ost Reftrend Sebaatian lIe ... r, 

Arohbishop ot Milwaukee. approved the projeot that the re.ident sohool 

tor girh o .. e into being. St • .Mary'. Aoademy (originally oalled St. 

1Iary'. In.ti tute) was to be built nelU' the .nor.. ot Lak. 11100 igan on 

the .outhern limits ot the oity or Mil .... uk... 1Ir. Peter Brust was the 

arohiteot. At the' time ot tta building in 1904. the .ohool was 

val~d at .66,000.00. When oa.pl~ted, it ..... dedioated on the teut 

ot the Pre.entation of Our Lady in the Temple, lovember 21, 1904, by 

'the Moat Beftrend S.baatian Me ... r,D.D., Arohbiehop at Milwaukee. 

In the pre.enoe ot Mny clergy and laity, ae.,.rend George .yer, 

ohaplain ot St. 0018ttlL" Sohool ot Jtlrr.r.on, Whoonsln, pruch.d the 

aermon. In 1904, then, the fir.t aterial work of Mother 'theola, a 

well-planned and up-to-odate resident and day aohool tor girls, St. 

Mar,y" Aoad.~, eaw its oompletion. 2 
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S..F.A.C.A •• Folio I ldother Theola Adm1ni.tration. Card., 4, 10, 12 
re.pon.e or Reverend George Meyer, KotheI' A .. 1etant Irene, and 
S1.ter I.abel, per80n. ooncerned in the tranafer and ~llding of 
St. Jary" Aoadef at J.I1lwaulcee, a180 Siner Rqmond who colleo.ted 
80m. or the data and Si.ter ~lda a former pupil of St. Coletta" 
and deter of 'ather Meyer. Thi. partioular fo110 oontaina the 
ater1al aohievement •• uoh ,a. bullcU.ng. and other iIlpro .... menta _de 
by Mother Theola throughout her admini.tration. 

.. 

!he objeotl.e. ,at St. Mary" were explioit. definite. In the pro

.peo.tu. of the firn bullnin 1a.ued by the, .ohool one read •• 

tilt purpo.e. to giTe gula a praotioal and 
re11gioUl eduoation. In partioular it 
&1. to a .• d.t .uoh parent. who find it 
diffioult or impo •• ible, owing to the 
.d1.1;anoe from a parooh1Al .ohool or for 
other rea.on., to haTe their ohildren in
.truoted in the mo.tneoe •• ary branch of 
edllo&Uon, namely religion. ror aa1d 
rea.o,a:l and, on accoun.t or the. ,dan,er. that 
threaten fa1th and moral. of our Catholio 
youth i ,n '0 JWl¥ publiCS .ch~ola. a higher 
GOur •• hal 'been e.tab'l1.hed tor tho.e who 
haTe graduatel4 fz:cm the parooh1&l .ohool. II 3 

3. St. Mary" Ao.demy ArohiTe., Pre'iiiotu. of St.Waq" Institute 
near Jf11waukee, W1aoona1n. 1904,-~ e Objeot, page. unnumbered. 

A thoroughly religiou. and p .... otioal eduoation ft. nOt the only 

a1m of the new aoad~. A. the bulletin further .tate.-, another of 

the aillll ot the in.t! tution wa. to train youth at a. 11 ttle expen .. 

.. po •• ible to the1r parent.. Daught .. r of parent. in 1 ... taTorable 

financial oiroum.tanoe. oould al.o reoeiye a training in a religlou. 

atmo.pher.. 'fhebullettn oontinue. 

-eduoation without religion i. ot no per
anent value neith.~ to the ohild. nor to 
.ooiet,y in general, on the other hand 
eduoation ba.ed on religion ennQble. the 
mind. It 18 the great •• t gift that oan 



be imparted by parent' and teacher. to 
children Which re&ps a rewe.rd for time 
'8J1d eternity." 4 . I 

4. S. Il.A.A., Ibid., pli.ge. unnUDlbered 

With the te&Qh1.ng of J'!e11g1oo &1 1t., pdary &111. the aode~ 
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dlo offered regular oour.e. of .tu~. /&n el.,n'tlLry oour.e W&I 

.It&bl1.hed tor &11 girh who hlLd 'not _~ theirtlr.t 'Holy' Communion 

or who.e .tlldie. had beu interrupted or negleoted tor other r.&.on •• 

Thi. oour.e ... eqw.yalent to O\U'~m Prl_17 and Intermedi&te 

Grdea. A Prepan.tOFY Oowo .. , aI it WIL. oalle,d, thlLt la, the GraDll\'l8.r 

Gr&de., .ixth, .e .. lith, II,I1d, eighth, WILl intended 'tor tho.e girll oom-

plet1ng, th.ttret cours.. Tho.. girll de.irinl & higher education, 

&nd AdvaiSQed Cour .. equiva14llnt to the pre .. nt high sohool cours. wat 

offered. ru. OOW-a. inoluded .uoh subjectl ... Chr1atian Doctrine, 

Churoh Hinary, Higher Arithmetio, Algebra, Bookkeeping, JUtetorio, 

Literature, Cbil G<mIrnMnt, ~Iloal Geovapl\Y, Anolen" Hi.tory, 

Bot~, K&tunl Ph1l.olo~, lAtin, Geset17, ~l1'h, and German. 

The Commeroi&1 Cours. fitt.d girll tOF & bUline .. o&l"e",. 6 

6. S.M.A.A., Ibid., pt.ge. unntunbered. 

In the t&11 ot 1904, when the &q&demf a&.1tted it. first pupils, 

eighty in n\ll8ber, the ai.ter. ot the St. Frano1a COJllllunity th&t 

oompr1aed the t&Gulty and hou .. hold .t&tt .. reI Superior, Si.ter . ' . 
Eleanore J Aoact.lIlio dep&r'tment I Slater. Irene, F&bian, Otto J 

Kudo,. Slater. Aeeldia and P&ul.a. A.rt--painting and embroidery-

Slater. liel&ni&, Blandina, ' &nd Callhta. OraCle., Shter Philippa *, 
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Hou.ehold dut,tel" U.ter. Florentine, ~1a,·and Augulta.· , 6 

• Deoe&.ed 

6,. S.F.A",C.A.) FoU~, Kother Theo~a A~nbtratlon, Card 12. re.ponse 
or Slater Florentine; the ooo~atSt. uu=yt. iii 1904, to the 
que.tion a. t.o the n~r and name. of theai.ter. who were 
atationed at the aoadell\Y the yea .. it opened .. 

Dur1n& the long perlod of her adm101etration, Mother Theola. wa. 

de.tined to underta~ and .ee & turther ~-told e~panaion of her 

flrat _terial venture. In 1920, the lar,e north wing wa. begun. It 

was added to the or-lg1nal bu1lding or 8t. JII.ry'. Aoademy and wa. named 

Loretta Hall, when oompleted b JaIuary ot 1921. On the twenty-first 

of that JIlCIIDth, 10 the po8lenoe of torty prleet; the wing ft. ble .. ea 

md dedS-oated by The liIoat aeverend 8.b~.t1an"' .... r, D.D. Monsignor 

Be~d frt.~i!tf Vioar GeMral of thalU.l .... e AFohdl00.ae, read the 

Solemn U1gh •• a, and Renrend Dav1d O'Hearn, D.C .L., pa.tor ot 

St. John'a Cathedral, Milwaukee, del1T8red the a.rman. 7 

1. S.M.A.A., the Fioretti, Yearbook ~f 1929, 1'9 

/.c .. 1n,_ in 1929, plan. ..reunder ft7 tor an up-to-date modern 

aobool building to be adaed to St. Mary' a Aoadell¥. Kother theola, 

then Mother Aaalatant, helped to plan th1a addition, but did not liye 

to a.. the oompletion ot the bulld1ng known aa ROII&ry Hall in 1931. 

After the building of the academy ha. been enlarged and modern 

aooonmodat1ona added, St. Mary' a ~ .. d..., ba4 a rapid growth. The 

.tudent enrolblent gradually inoreaaed until it reuhed the the 

h\Dldrod IDIU"k. With thb atudent 1mr.a .. ; other improvementa followed. 

New laboratory equipment wa. puroh .... d. The ourr1oulum wa. enriohed 
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with additional Gouran in art. and soience. The library ...... taoked 

with every type of .enioeable booka for education,al need.. A tacul ty ' 

prot •• sionally tra1ned to teaoh the academic. oommercial. and home 

eoonomic oouraes earned reoognition tor the aoa~. Before maqy 

year. had pa .. ed attar it. tounding in 1904. St. Mary" Aoadell\Y waa 

acoredlted to the Unlversity ot Wieoonein. &tti1iated with Marquette 

Un1ver.lt,y. and beoame a ___ ber or the Horth Oentral A •• ociation ot 

Oollege. and Seoondary Sohoch. 

In the thirty-eight year. Qr it.exiatence, .tuclent.' ot St. 

YI.ry" Aoa~ haft partioipated in the ,,"ot1Tlt1e. ot many olub. 

and ,oci-etle' both national and oity, and han eaJ"Jl8d high honor. 

therein. Student" almo.t a hundred in nUl.llb4tr, have lett the aoademy 

to join ,tweln ditterent religious oOlllDlunitie' 1n Tariou. part. ot 

the country !m~ have dedicated th.ir Uft. ~ the tttaohing prot ... ion 

in Catholio ~oole. And, to the oredit ot JIoth.r Theola. hundred. 

ot student. han been eduoated and imbued with the ideal, underlying 

the .chool'. motto "Virtue and Knqwledge United" and have been proud 

to beuaduated trOll 

" •• Obool with a Catholic a~o,phereJ 'a 
.ohool that oombine. the highest loho
laatie .tandards with the oheriahed. 
traditian. or our Holy lOther the Church. 
a .ohool where spirituality and aoholar
.hip ru •• to enkindl. the innate quality 
in .... 17' woun--the deaire to give her
.. It in .enloe to o~ra." 8 

8. S.II.A.A., ,Pro.peotus ot St. !Ur" Aoad!!,y. 19.0. page' unnumbered. 
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2 

St. Ooletta Sohool 

In 1904. the buUdings known as St. Ooletta's at J.!fer8on, 

Wi.oouin. were once \%lore vacant. to what Jl8W us. they oould be put 

.... the trouble.ome que.tion whloh oontront.d KotheI' Theola in the 

s.1xth year of her gen.rabh1p. lihUe it .... It111 a 'bQ&rding .ohool 

for g1rll. the ohaplain of that institution. Jte."erelld George Meyer, 

Tieioned .. plan that was to blase the tr.u.l in 1m unheard or venture 

in tbe Oatholio " •• tern States. Although nrBions n.ry as to how the 

idea .... aotua14r oonoehad, the trad1tion pre.,..Uing at the present 

St. Col.tta Sohool at Jetter.on, and the .tatement or .eYeral living 

persons who r...aber the original plan pre •• nt the following aooepted 

atory. 

While rather .yer was tranl1nc in the state of r.nn...... he 

ohanoed to me.t a wealthy famUy frOJn the South. It so happen.d that 

one or tb.e Qhildren of this tuily .". Mntally retarded. !he parent. 

of the atfl1ote4 ohlld gr.atly l&JDent.d that no Oatholio in.titution 

.d.ted wh.re they oould plaoe their ohild. '!'hey _re partioularly 

anxiou. to lw:,.. their daughter train.cl tn the fundamentals or the 

Catholic religlon. they told Pather -1"1' their pr.cl1o .. nt ~d 

hop.d be oould tnterelt .ome one in this oharitable work. 

When Father lieyer returned lorth. he '\1lig •• ted to Kother Theola 

that ahe eatabli.h a .ohool for mentally handioapped children in 

the now \'&oated St. Coletta' I. Beoaute the field .... n ... and a. yet 

unexplored in OathoUo oirol •• , Mother 'l'heola he'itated. She fear.d 



to impoae auoh a heavy ta.k upon her siaterl. But, when an appeal 

.a. made to the oommunity, .everal liltera nobly responded as 

volunteera. Seiting the courage and will1ngne" at her Franoilcan 

daughter., Mother Thecla boldly aet out to eatabliah an tnltitution 

tor what 811e atyled the "pooreat of the poor." ThuI, St. Coletta's 
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waa once more destined to be put to a xww us., the ttret at ita kind 

in the Old Rorth .. et. An lnatitution with a Oatholic .ieterhood at 

itl head wae to be .. tabl1ahed tor .-ntally retuded ohildren. Thus 

"'1 launohed Mother 'theola' I leoond great _terial undertaking. 

To gift eftry al11ltanoe to the projeot, 'ather .lltyer made tripI 

to atate 1natitutione to lee how the work .a. done and al.o gathered 

data conoerning the method. ot oaring tor the teeble-minded and 

mentally undeTeloped ohildren. With the appronl ot the licIt .Reverend 

Sebut1c.n Ma .... r, Ordinary ot the M11waukee Arohdiooe.e, and wi thin 

the IUJ.IIIII8r ot trut I8llI8 year, a pro.peotu. tor St. Coletta lnlt1 tute 

tor Baokward Youth, a. it wal then to be oalld, wal publ1ahed and 

oiroula.ted throughout the State •• 

In the tall ot 1904, the inetttute opened. Pive ohildren were 

admitted. 'hough the beginning .al an humble one, no one rejoioed 

more than did 'ather _er. at the training and oare ot the.e ohil

dren he laid later, -It'e a noble work to train the _ntally tit and 

to eduoate them, but it 11 a greater work to awaken a clormant and 

darkened mind to the knowledge and love at God. - 9 

9. S.p.A,e.A., Foliol KotheI' Theola AdDainietrati't! Carela 14, 71, 
re.ponae at Renrend George »eyer, Sliter liiAe l1a, et al., 
regarding the e.tablilhment ot a .Ohool tor mentally retarded. 

.: 
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Wi th .0 te •• obooh in thi • .field of work, St. Coletta" in the 

flrat year. of it. exi.tence ac1m1tted both the 'better and lower ola •• 

ot ment&ll¥ retarded children. :&Ten the epileptio ohid wa. admitted. 

When Mother theela ' .... the very great hard.hip. and .aoritice. made by 

the U.ter. in the oare of these children, .he telt ahe ha.d demanded 

A 

too muob of them. After.cae exper1mentlJlC and due deliberation. Mother 

!hecla and the ai.ter in oharge ot St. Coletta-. deoided that cherity 

demanded that only the trainable Child Should be acoepted. !hereatter, 

St. Coletta" beo... a home tor ohildren unable to do the achool work 

in the graded .obooh, tor ohildren iIOo1&ll;y UDtlt. 

Beoau.. religion 11 a great t&otor 1n dhcIpU,ne and control and 

beoau.e ohildren r .. pond quiokly to a reUglou. a_oaphere, rel1giou. 

training ' .uperceded all other tr-a1n1ng. FrOll it • .foundIng ancl to the 

pre.ent daft the main objeoti" ot St. Coletta',ha. been to inatruct 

the.e ohU4nn .utticiently that they aight attend rll1g1oua a.rv1ces 

and reoei" tM Saara.nt.,. 10 

10. Slster Mary Anaetaa1a MUelllr, O.S.F., The Soolall.ation ot the 
Mentally Betar4ed

f 
28-29. !hil work 11 a Geeia preaentid to 

iiLi'quette uniftr. ty by .. dater tor her Ph. B. 

Althougll rel1g10us tl"aining 1. gi"n preoedence at St. Ooletta 

School, other training i. not negleoted. wn.n a ohUd 11 admitted to 

the institute •• peo~lly trained teacher. adm1niatel" .cientitI0 te.ta 

to determine the oap&b111t1 .. Uld needa of the ohUd. When the extent 

of h1. abilIty it deteTmlned,I'Yezoything po •• lble b done to develop 

that 1nd1T1d~1 in ordll" to make h1a a ualtul _ber ot loolety artel" 

he leave. the 1nftltute. For tht. real on, inoluded _laded: in the 

oour.". of .tu~ and aot1Ylt1e., are .ohool .ubjeot., manual train-
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biB. lndu.trlal works and ~tlh .and healtb eduoati,on.fhe ohildren . , . 

are al.O . trained t.n a HnH of duty, re.pect .tor authoi"1ty, thrift, 

. hone.ty., and eourteay. 11 

11. S.F.A.C.A., r01. 1 ·01 St. COl.tta'ii:&bPro.pectus, St. Coletta School, 
Jetter.on, \'(ieeonein, page. unn. erea: 

In lohool .ubjeots at St •. Coletta '., ranking flr.t i. reading. 

!hie lubjeot a1Jll. to giv. the.. ohlldren intormational knowl.dg. in 

every day lite' happe~.. Seoondl)', arithmetio 18 taught4 In thia 

bra.nch,. ap.o1al.empnaUa, 18 pla-oecl .on the praotioal applioation ot all 

.-ohanioal proo...... J'or practioal purpo.e., a .peoial 01a881"oom 

18 equipped withetore. at puroha.able .. rohand18e. Spelling, writing, 

language, h03l geography, hi.tory, and nature .tudy are al.o taught. 

., 

Aleo, by etory-telling, projeot. ot nriou. type., and dramatisatione, , 

thea. ()hlldren ar. taught how to oonduct thoJlllolft. in important lire 

IJituaUon •• 12 

12. Ibid., page. unnumbered. 

In the indu.trial work and art., rug .... aTing, clay modeling, 

woocl-work, bru.h .. making" and neodlework are taught both to the boy. 

and gir18 of the institute. Speoial training tor girl. inolude. 

cooking" .ewing. hOlll8 deaorating and -.nace.nt, and laundering. 

fM boy. alao a •• 1It in the work in the garden and on the adjoining 

t&rm. 

Speotal mention .It be_de ot the teaohing ot .lio at St. 

Coletta". So. of the ohlldre:n .how epeoial talent tn th18 art. 
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Therefore, in.truot1on 1, glven on the variou. mulioal instrument •• 

The ohildren wlth .peoie.l mu.ioe.l abUity are or&aniaed into ... ohool 

band. The but talent is thu •• hewn in weekly oonoert. under the 

direction r4 .. bandua.ter. On .peolal 0001.11011', st. Coletta'. band, 

oompo.ed or both boy, and glrla, baa broadout emr the &ir. 13 

13. Ibid., pt.Ie. unn~bere4. 

Throughout her whole lite, YOther Theola cherl.hed a warm .pot in 

her hear"t tor the noble and obaritable work done by her daters at St. 

Ooletta'.. A. the undert&lc1n& advanced lUooe .. fully. ahe felt the 

ettort. ot the alater. hAd been via1bly ble.nd by (Jod. Thil con.oled 

lIother theola, tor the felt th1a daring nnture hAd not been undertaken 

in vain. She took .pealal oare that the d.ter, training the.e chil-

dFen Ihould get extra help in ",heir work. Alter the te"oher. hAd 

reaei?ed the tuncS.a.ental philo,ophi., at Catholic Unl?er.itie. and 

College., Mother 'l'Ntola lent thea to ,eoular 1nItitutlon. whioh 

.peoialbed in thil type ot in,truotion. And to rel1e?e ~l the 

al.ter. in their arduou. 'ta~ of oaring tor 1lhe. baokward and under

privileged, !(other Theola would ,omet1mea prolong their vaoation 

arter their t.nnl».l retreat. She would e.l.o permit them to hAve 

speoial lawn partie. or .urpr1ae partie. indoor. eaoh month, and 

WQuld permit them to lee a JIlOT1. oooaa1onally. 14 

14. S.F.A.C.A., Foll0& Kother !heola InterYiewa, Card, 17, 36, 46, 
reapon .. ot Siater IDa,ta.G, Superior OlB. Coletta'. regarding 
Mother fheola I. attltude tonrd the work the .ilter. were doing. 
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W.reshe alive to~, KotheI' Theola. would be proud ot St. Ooletta. A 

School 1'01' EJtoepti,.onal Children •• it 18 known in our present day. 

Por St. Coletta's 1. not only a. sohool. It 18 deo a home tor wha.t 

she once o.e,lled ·poore.t of God'. poor.· Were lhe to visit . the in

atitution .t Jefferson at the present time, .he would tind. in the 

tir.t plaoe, an a_olphere an4- envu-~t tht.~ 18 deU$h.ttul. The 

interior ot the buildings it _de ple.ling b)r artiltl0 furni.hing. 

and harDaoniaecl 00101' dea1£nI. More~li'. beoauae the ohildr.n are 

u'1IMcl little home taak;s. their uathetio ta.te. are developed 

when they help to b.p ~he roOllUl D8at &ncl tidf. Home lite it re-

taiMd at table wlwre r.gular and varied .. d. are .erved. Baoh de-

putment hal birthday plU'ties tor all the ohildren that had • birth

day on that partioular month. 8peoid ' deooration, and .. nu. add joy 

to the ooo •• ion. A .rit ty.t_ ba. be.n introduoed to help oorrect 

the oharacter tault. of the ohildren and to handle problem oase •• 

Organi.ed program. both indoor. and_ out ot doort has aided the phy.ioal 

development of the children. Libw1.e, oorreotive and pz-e .... ntive 

medioal trea.tmtnt and dental oare are a part of the regular health 

program. 15 

16. S.P.A.C.A., Polio. St. Ooletta'., PrO.peotul, page. unnUlllbered, 
and . , , 

818ter Ana.ta.la "11er, OPe oit., 32-58 

It i. evident trca what has been I.id above that what was once a 

pioneer Oatholio Bohool for the mentally retarded, the tirst of it. 

kind in the Old Northwest, St. Ooletta Sohool tor Bx~.ptional Ohil-

dren, has grown and expanded into • dlatinguished horae and training 

80hool. It ha. beoome the consolation ot de.olate parent. and the 



admiration of the outside world at . large. It ,i' now n\lJ"t\lJ"bg ita 

fir.t ott.hoot, a branoh hou.e, St. Col.etta·.-ot-the-We.t.. fhla 

new .ohool 11 located in tho State ot Colorado, near the 01 ty ot 

Longmont. In the tall ot 1941, nine pupil. wer. enrolle4th.zoe. 

Though the beg1nnings ot thll branoh hou.e 11 aho humbl., the 

prolpeot. tCll' the tutuzoe are ILl promla1ng IU tho.e ot it. parent 

houe. at Jefter'on, Wiaoonain. 

In ttll. work begun by Mother Theola, ~ m8Jnberl ot the 

o.CII!JIUunity at St. Francis have devoted them •• 1Ye' throughout th.ir 

religious lUe to the oare ot the mentally hanloapped. Sev.ral 
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aieter., in partioula.r the euperlore or St. Col.tt .. • •• ho. .... d.dioa.ted 

many year. ot •• "io. to the inltltution. SlnQ. ,the opening at St. 

Col.tt .. •• in the tall ot 1904, thet.ollOll'1ng 11Iter. haYe be.n 

luperlor. th..... 81ater. 'theophil .. , Jlatllda, a.renti .. , Spe.,· 

Anaata.~, and Jladel1ne. 'lh. 1 ... , two aiatera have been oonneoted 

wi th the Ichoo1 tor ~ y ... r. and haft _orin •• d thelr liTe. to 

work tor the ohildren .t St. Ooletta' I. Suoh lwrol0 ,rork ,,111 not 

go unrewar4ed, to.r lt h .. ,'" ita only motiYe, that promia. ot 

Chrilt, "~n, I ~ to you, "a long aa you d~d 1t tor one ot 

the •• , the l .... t of my brethren, you dld lt tor III." 16 , 

.. Deoe .... d 

16. New Teltuient Revh.d, u.tt. as, 410 

., 
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5 

St • Jo.eph '8 Acad8lll¥ 

In her tir.t lilt yean .. iI Superior Ge_ru, Kother Theola· had 

eetabl1ehed two important 8ohooll, St. Mary '. Aoad.my at H11wau1cee, 

Wi.o.ona in, and St. Coletta Sohocl tor _oeptiona1 ChUdr.n at J.ffer-

.on, Wi_oanem. M.oe .. ity oomp4tlled her to puroh .... and remodel a 

. third bulld~, a tonner Pre.byt.rian Oolle,e. at Longmont. Color .. do. 

Mother T11801a had contraoted bronohlti. and her health.... impdred. 

!heretore, .Arohblahop ... arner ot Jltlwauke.,sugg .. t.d and strong.ly 

adTi.ed Kothor theola to go to Colorado tor.ouperate. I~ Septembe'r 

1906, obedient to the .'--hop, )(other Theola ~oompani.d by her 

nur.e, Slater Bllhildia, lett tor the We.t. Their temporary dwell-

1ng ft. at. Ro.. Orphanage, Den .... r. 

During the tall and again in the wint.r ot the .ame year, two 

other alater., Mother Celenine and Slater Paula, were alao .ent 

w •• t. Arter the latt.r arrhed, they together with lIother Theola 

lived .. t St. Anthony" Ho.pital, Den....... BowYer, after thi., Mother 

Theola reali •• a that hO'pital oar. WILl exp.n.i .... and that .ome per

IIIiUlent reddeno. had to be .eoured tor the ,18ter •• 

At the ber;inning of the next y.ar, 1907, the Superior Oemeral 

aooompan1e4 bylfother eel.e.tine, paid an ottioial vhit to Bilhop 

lILt. of the Den.,.r dioo ... and petitioned him tor permlUion to 

open ... ohool in the Colorado 4100.... Thi. appeal wa. not well 

received. b.tHd, the biahop .uggeated to Mother !heola that ahe 

open a hO'pital in the State. When Mother Theol .. reterred the 

matter to Arohb1lhop Y8semerot Milwaukee. he replied that e1noe 

" 
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ina.truction of youth in schools wail the prinoipal .... ork' of her 

cOlllllunity. me .hould not undertake ~ oth.r new W'ork~ When IIother 

Theol. r.turn.d to the .pi.oopal re.idene. with h.r an ... r, Bimop 

Mr.t. wartWd h'r that ai.ter. Gould not li" on .unmine and wat.r and 

dilJlli ... d her. 

In the aantiJDe. whUe the biahQP.' wrath WIl. ooollDl.MOther 

theola, wi1:b 'her u.ual r •• ouro.ruln •••• did ao-. per.anal r.oonnoiter

ing. Sh. had been.,dd.ed that th., pa.lIor ot ,ort Collin ... Colorado 

.... d.8iroua at haTing ,a paroohlal .ahool. · Promptly, .other !h.ola 

_nt th.re' tor an int.ni .. 1fith a.,..ren4 Laj.UDe .... the pastor. 

V.ry qui.tly. the pa~r l1riened to lwr requa.t and att.r dUll deUb.r

ation 4eU"red hi. ult_twa. "Ton oan.tq,· .dd h., "it you 

build the .ohool your.elt." ' 

FruItNted 1n her .. oond plan, Mother 'lbeola, dri YIn trom one 

door .ought out Nlother plac.. lIMn Nloth.r ot h.r Colorado triend. 

heard or the tailure' of h.r plan., me 8Uggetted to lfother Thecla to 

inquire at Longmont, Colorado. Aooordingly, aha e,nd her oompanion. 

hunted th1a town. Arr1Ting in Longmont, _id a territio anew .torm, 

they trudged along tr4*l atreet to .treat in NVoh of the Catholio 

ohuroh. Finally, .pying the ohuroh .t.eple, they _re guid.d by it 

to lbe pariah reoto17. 

'ir.d and weary thtIT approaom.d the hou.e. the pa.tor. rath.r 

Biahol •• wa. hi. __ , .aw th_ oOlla1ng. fhink1ng the .iatera were 

8Ol101t1ng tund. tett' 80me obarity, he .,e.olutely detennined to retua. 

thea acbdttanoe. lIh.nllother theola and KotheI' Cel •• tine knooked at 

the door, 'ath.r Biohola. 0 .. torward to giTe the • ., oold r.ception. 
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Af'ter the l\Jppoa.d mendioanta had aino.rely explained their errand to 

the paltor. -.11 at hi. hOltility ve.niahed.. Inltead. ot dr1Ting them 

baok into the storm. rather H1pho1a. ga .... , the Moth.r. a tardy weloome 

nne! ott.red them hOlpitaHty tor th~ night. During the ..... ning 

oonv4u· ... tion. th.· paator showed them ew,-y kindne •• and even sugge.ted 

a l"emed¥ to th.ir d1tticul tie.. On that de.y. in the winter or 1907. 

mother lI'atedoo wal won. 'l'hia ti_Mother fM_cla waa the gen.ral &nd 

Longmont, Oolorado the batt1etlo1d.. 17 

17. S.F.A.C.A •• Pollo& uother Theola Adminl.tratiO;: Card. 17, 18, 
reapon.e or Siater paula. a _ber ot the St • . . &noh oOllllllunity 
who, atter the purchaae •• 1lli&4e, opened the aoa4e-v at Longmont 
and... itt tir!Jt .uperiol'J and 

lJriteuf or ;t.cm,pout, 0010:&"ado by 8111:41.- ~ond a. it. earl¥ 
Se,imLnc_ were related to her by 88ftral ai.ter. who were 
.tati0D8d there in the ti,r.t year. ()t it. exhunoe. 

Kother fheola'. trouble had been 101.,..d by the hot that Long

mont. Colorado, although a town ot 6,000 inhabitant., bad boa.ted. ot 

a Catholio oh~oh ·b~ no Catho1io IOhool. fhe peop1. or the town 

.... d to be unaoq\ainted with the deht ot per.ona -....ring a 

rel1giou •. garb, . tor "en the .Kother. appeared. there, they were 

.tared at with great and unooaoe.,led astoniahmant. But their ooming 

at this tlJD1!1 was provi4ential. .• 

When they reaohed Longmont. there was tOr .ale a hOUle, Longmont 

Oolle,e, and tour oity lotI. Father l1oholal bad suggested that 

Iiother Theola purohaae thu property. The p ... 1Ior .... w1le enough to 

-lc:e the suggestion tot' he knew that the locality would haTe ita tir.t 

CathoH.o sohool. AotlDt on this advioe. llother !heola had a oonsul ta-

t10n with 1Ir. Ottens. a real •• tate agent. leg ot 1&t1on. tor the pur-
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ohale or the oollege were begun. Beo .. uee lome religioul deterl were 

to make the puroha.. the entire matter had to be kept aooret lelt the 

prioe be railed. Due to prejudioe. o .. re had to be taken not to vie. 

the building too publioly tor rear ot deteotion. At long lalt the 

deal wal OlOI.d, the property purohas.d. and a home •• oured tor the 

oommunity or St. Franoil at Oolor .. do. 

With 'ather Hiobol .... the paator, and Mr. and Mrl. ott.n •• p!'o-

minent people ot the Catholio pariah ot Longmo~t a. tri.nd., Mother 

Theol .. .ade plan. tor the remod.ling ot the 80mwwnat delapidated 

ooll.g. bulldin& whioh th.r •• fter ..... to be known aa St. Jo •• ph· I 

Aoademy. With the &14 or the paltor and the ottenl family, who r •• 

mained kind benetaotorl and adTher. ot Moth.r Theola whll. they 

li.ed, Mother Theola reo.i.ed the deed to the l .. nd tram Seoretar,y 

*h~ or the Longmont Oo.tllm8!'cial A •• ocation in Karoh 1907. h-

tenain repair. were then made and the "nOTated bullding beoam. a 

boaJ'ding 8Ohool tor young l .. dl.. and a home tor the .i.ter. of the 

oOllmunity in need at .... tem lun.hin •• 18 

18. S.r.A.C.A., Poliol MOther Tb.ola Admini.tr .. titO:gmCard. 17, 18, 
r.apona. ot Siate!' paula, tint .uper!or ot . ont, when aaked 
tor intonaation ooncerning the puroha •• and rep .. irin& ot the 
Longmont property. 

On the t .... t or St. Anthony, June 13,. 1907, the fir.t .1ater. 

from the Baat, Steter. Paula and Regina. arrhed to take oharg. or 

the Longmont mi .. ion. A. ha. b.en mentioned, the aight ot Iiltsr • 

.... unu.ual. The people regard.d th •••• an oddity. Gre.t wa. the 

.urpria. ot the .tore-k •• per. when the ai.ater. made nao .. eary hou •• -

hold puroha.... Greater wal thetr .urpri .. when they paid tor them. 
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Up to that time, the buainee8 men had enoount.red only auch per.onl 

who were lolioiting a donation for lome oharitable inltitution or . ' . 

caule. When the pione.r eiater' of Longmont academy alked for 

nothing gratil, they ma~ their tir.t f'aTorable impreleion upon the 

town. On another occasion. wh!,n the Kotherl nnt to town on 'a tour 

of shopp!n& tor the sohool and sisten' hOlBt. they _t the undertaker 

at the place, lIr. 11110 Rice. Atter gr.eting the. Ifr. Rice aald, 

"1 hear you, are goblg to settle h.re." "y.s," repli.d Ifo~.r Thecla,. 

"n han coa:a her. not to interfere but to auppl.ent." 19 

19. S.F.A.C.A •• Folioa MOther !heola InterT1 .. s
h 

Card 67, re.ponle of 
Siater Emerita. the lIra kliidergart.n Gao .r at St. JOleph'l 
Aoad~. Longmont, Colorado. 

After the hou.ehold wal somewhat lettled. in the .ummer of 1907, 

the .1Iter. prepared the prolpeotua ot St. Joaeph' a Aoademy of Long-

mont and diltributed them to the Catholio familiea. During the tirat 

.. 

year, the I1stera planned on teaohing kindergarten .. tutoring in EngUah, 

. Latin. and derman, and openi~ a 111810 DepartMnt. And when Mother 

Thecla departed tor the BaIt she begged the .latera to be good I&lel. 

w~n tor her new unclertald.ng. to encourage parent. to send their 

daughter a to 8t. Joseph'l. and to make the lobool .elt-.upportlng. 

Under the guldanoe ot Silter Paula. the aiatera did their beat 

to oiroulate intormation and obtain pupill. In apite ot their etfortl 

prolpeotj'a looked dark and toreboding. J. tew .... ke betore the .ohool 

opened only two mudc pupil. appU.ed. BTen their .taunoh friend, lire. 

Otten., had no .uco.... !he aistera lOon realised that their firlt 

taak .... to break down the prejudioe and oppo.ition at the peopl •• 



Catholio. we~. a,' yet ffl'fl, and e,:atholio aiater •• eemed unweloome. , 

By acoepting har.h treatment from .ome oJ: th~people 1ITitho~t retaU

a.tion •. the . ai.tera gradually won over the people and by t~ .eoond 

yee.r of the aoa.dem;y" existenoe" .eventy pupil. were enrolled. 1;n 
, , . 

tw •. • inof!! the k1nd~rge.rte.n did not prove 10 luorative, it ga.ve 

pla.oe to a. regul,a.r . r;~de .ohool. Within a. deoa.de, a. high , sohool 

deparwnt wal added e.nd the lfu.io dep&rtJ::lent ot the aoad,e~ won 
~ 'P. t . , . ' 

high pr.1.e 10 the oommun1ty by the pre.entation of m~a1o re01te.la 

and entertaiJa.nt,. 20 

20. B.F.A.C.A., Foliol lbld." Card 57, re.pon •• in an interview of 
si.ter ~i~ta, the.ame .i.ter ' ~ntloned above. 

Prom the t1me of it. foundation by )(other theola in 1907, St. 
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Jo.eph' a Aoadany ha. b .. n a boon to tonPont,, ' Colorado. When prOO!! 

.peoti" .ettlera learned that a Catholic .chool had been eatabli.hed, 

it was the tirat one 1n the plaoe, familie. 0.... to .ettle where 

their ohllelren oo~ld reoeive an eduoation in a reUgioua atmo.phere 

ot a liatera' IOhool. th1a inorea •• d the &O"cle~ enrollment. When 

the pupils began to orowd o~t the d.ter. aent Weat to reoupera.te 

their health, Kother Theola requeated the new putor ot St. John'. 

ChurC)h to build aaep&1"atb parochial aohool near the ~r1ah ohureh. 

AlmQlt eo deCjade pa •• eel before her plan and reque.t .... granted. One 

diffioulty remalneel. the a.oe.de~ atill reiDalned the relidenoe of 

the abter. teaohing a.t the jarhh lohool. In the Utetime ot KOther 

theola no .eparate oonYent was built tor teaohing .taft of St. John'. 

Sohool. Hot until the year 1940 .... a oonvent home provided tor the=. 

Mention haa been ma~e in Part Two ot the u.e to whioh St. Jes.eph" 

.. 



Aoademy ba. been put reoently. \'0 oomplete the Mother Theola 

Longmont venture, It mu.t be.aid that the tor.r aoademy .t11l 

retain. and has a tlou.r1ah1ng illudo department. The building wa • 

• till the hOlll8 at .iater. trom the k.t in need of the Colorado 

ol1ma.te until a new hou ....... purC)ha.ed and prepared in 1'uo.on, 

Arboua, in 1941. At thl. tlJDt, with the hearty approftl of the 

Blahop ot Denyer, Colorado under who.e juri.diotion the town ot 

Longmont i., St. Jo"ph'. Aoa~ beo ... the flr.t ott'pring ot 

the Jetter.on, W1.oon.in In.tltute, a .eoond St. Coletta Sohool-

ot-the-We.t, a .ohool tor mantally retarded an4 .001ally handi

oapped children. li'lth promiae ot a .uo"e .. tul tuture and with a 

view ot further expandon, twenty-two aore. of ' land haTe been 

purcha .. d ,near Bate. Parle not far tl"om the oity ot Longmont, 

Oolorado. On thh land a new and more-up-to-date St. Colettta 

Sohool a. the old St. Jo.eph'. Aoadem;y hal been lWIlI8d will be built. 

This 1'1- 1nIIt1tutlon w111 now dnote 1t. ettort. to the diftioult 

worle ot training and oaring lor exceptional ohildren of the Rocq 

Mountainreglon. 21 
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21. S.'.A.C.A., ro1iol ~t! WriteUfe0l ~ont! Colorado, 
as written by Slater . on &n. 1liGt... .everat .Uter. 
who bad taught at the Lonplont 8ohool, and 

Intonation gathered by the writer from JIotber BartholOllltW, 
0.8.'., pre .. nt Super!o," General ot the St. Pranois Oommunity 
on the DeW St. Ooletta 8ohoo~-ot-the-1fe.t~ 19'2. 

.. 



8S. 

4 

In and About St. Franoi. 

During her fir.t two term. of' oftice, MOther Theola, while 

8upervi:tiDg the thr.e _jor building. ju.t d18ou ... d, at the .ame 

time added wing. and _de other imprOYeJllent. to the lfotherhouee, at 

St. Franoi., Wl,eon.1n. Indeed, ,oare.ly a y.ar pa ••• d durlng her 

entire adminhtratlon, a. the reoordt ehow, when .ome building pro

jeot and imprOYeJllent was not under way. Her abiUty to finano. the •• 

ent.rprue. 11 al,o IlUrprldng. Kothe I" Theola anag.d to balanoe 

her budget by impre •• ing upon her religious daughter. that, .1noe 

lIloney .... De.de" the tirlt requla1te of a 'rano18can .... to be 

.av~. Beoau.e.<IIl8 ot the .alari •• or the d.ter ... re very low, 

and. becaua •• ohooh .. r. taken and In.tltutional work done without 

any rftluneration, Koth.r Theola trailwd her d.terl to be thrifty, 

to out clown expen.e by living frugally. Han ... r, 1t IlUlt be 

remembered, that prl-cl. at tood ocmm041t1 •• and l1Vlnf; _lnt.nanoe 

at the turn or the ,Qentury in no way compare with war timre prloe. 

in the e.ge 1Jl whioh 0ZUt 11 lhing t~. Be.ldl, being economl0 

in the WI. or re.ource., IIotherTheola did not build withO.ut ... .,..t

anoe trom Heaven, tor great was ~r trut ln the Saored Heart or 

Jelu. and in St. Jo .. ph. 

" 

At thl I&otherhouH, .he ade the tolloring neoe .. ary improvement •• 

To lighten the burden of the.hter. who. had to pump .... ter 1nto' a 

large tank in theoonvent attic tO.r d~.tl0 needa, Moth. I" Theola had 

a waterworks and .. .. .. I" sy.tem laid in 1900. To .11Jrdnate the 
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household duty of carrying oandles .. bout and tilling lampe Trl,.th 

kero.ene all through ,the house •• he AAd installed a genereJ. power 

and eleotr10 plant .1n 1904. To proteot the etatere from the inclem

enQY of the weather, ah. had a tunnel built to connect the convent 

'With the laundry and ponr house in 1906. To replaoe art1tioial 

tlower" and to brighten the I)hapd altare . .,nth natureJ. plante and 

out flower., ahe had a large green houee built in 1909. To better 

preserYe the tood, ahe had inetall.d an loe plant oonei.ttng ot four 

ooolere and an ioe _chine in 1911. 1'0 replace the eleotrio ponr 

houe. that bad exploded and o.uee.d property d",ge., Ihe had it 

rebullt and boughta~U1 boUer. tor 1t in 1919. And, tor the 

greater oonftn:t..noe ot all, Ibe had a .... rag. q.tem extended 

and a g~. line piped 1». the convent .1n 192". 22 

22. S.F.A.C.A •• FoUol Uother theola AdJnin1atration, Card. 5, 11, 
15, 25. 31, 47 .... espanae atSlete .. Iabel, Ad1Iiiniatratix 
General of the St. Franc)h Community. She handle. all finanoial 
r.1'fa1r., ,buUdlng -.tte"'8, and improvemente to be _de about 
the oon,,*nt. 

The buildinga added to the oonvent ground. by KotheI' Thecla. 

during her Generallhlp "'Fe alao begun in 1900. That year a .all 

dwelling house tor the _ahanie. -.orking on the ground8 adjoining 

the oonTent .... built. It .... replaoed by a larger dwelling in 1909. 

Thie hal 'b"n and 1e known a. St. Joeeph" JfoIaa. fhe wor_n 11," 

at th1. hom. and gua.t, rooma there turniah yl.1tor. to the oonvent 

with Ii •• ping quarter.. !h. toundation. wre l&id tor a large modern 

barn in the .ame ,.eat'. 1909. It replaoed the old bar'n whioh .... 

oonverted into a oarpent.er" workshop tor the oabinet-lII&ker. A 

bungeJ.ow •• built for the oa.binet -.lcerand St. Ellisabeth'. 

.. 



building, an 1Df1rmary to be . u'.d a. an holation depaMimenttor 

oontag10u. ·dl.eaiie ...... erected ' 1D. 1921. 28 
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23. ~.F.A.O.A., Folio I Ib1~..!.&. Card • . 6, 23, 2'. 16, 64, data oolleot.d 
and plaoed in a boolC"'iiY Siarter Haymond, an elder _ber of the 
cOIIIIIlunity who wa. th. tir.t to begin 0011e01l1D£ document., tor the 
oammunit,y hiltory. The •• fact. haTe b •• n r.oopi.d and r.arrang.d 
by the author. 

Arter the eleotion of the Superior Geaeral in 1898, tlui oOlllllUnlty 

inoreaHd rapidly in membertilip and the eon.,.nt qu..rter. became too 
. . 

8111,&.11. During her third term, Moth.r 'theel .. decided to enlar&e the 

oonTent building. Her fir.t .. dUtion .... a the north' we.t wing ot thr.e, 

atoriel. It wa. built in 1907 and 18n.d &I r.rectory, oommunlty 

room, and dondtQJ'y or'I"p~ quarter. tor the daterl. On the tea.t 

ot St. Franch or A .. ll1, October ., 1914, ju.t .even year. later, 

gr?un~ ft. broken tor another wing, the Jain aouth wing of the oonT.nt. 

On the ' t •• t of St. 0.01',., April 21, 19~6, the oonl.r.ton. or th1e 

~outh wing ...... 1 .. 14. The oompleteit IOuth wing, th, larg •• t addition 

built by Kother 'l'btol .. to the Ifotharhou .. at St. P'ranoie, "iaoonein, 

wa. bl .... it a y.ar 1 .. ter on Ap~ll 21. 1916. During the impre .. t.,. 

religioul oeremoni •• h.ld to oelebnt8 the oompl.ti.on ot the wing, 

The Right Reverend JIonl1gnor Jo •• ph Bainer, V1o .. r Geaeral of the 

Arohdiooe.. ot JlU .... uke., pr.ached the .ermon. lIh wordl .lltpr .... d 
. ;, 

on the OQQa81on give the rea.on. tor the rejoioingl: 

"The joyf'ul lolemn1ty whioh hal .... eabled 
u' in thl1 ohapel toclq 1t perteotly in 
keeping with the ohaJ'aoter or the joyou. 
Ea.ter .... Ion into which w •• ntered .. tew 
weeki ago. "'or the pr .. ent .01emn1ty, too, 
1, ot .. joyoul natuaoe, It arkl the .uooe .... 
tui oomplet1on o£ .. great work, ~ommeDO.d 
.CIIII8tu.a ago with 10_ m.1Ig1rl~. inde.d, 



but aho w1 th 6. .tront; oontid.Qo. in 
the .... iat-.no. trom .. b.OTeJ and thank. 
to thi. .. •• i.tano. •• ..e the gr ... t 
work brought to a .uoo •• &tul b.ue. 
It i. th.retore with .enti_nt. ot 
gr .. titud. to God that the ai.tert or 
'tIhi. oommunity and it. '~ friend' 
trOl!l tar and Mid' behol'cl the ..... 11 .. 
... tion ot th.ir piou, w1~e., or 
their ettort. and pr .. yer., and their 
... oritio... Ye., God }tal wond.rfully 
bl •••• d th.ir work. • • 1'_ hi.tory ot 
th". oOJl1lllUllity it another nrlklng 
proot that tbe huabl.r .nd lIOn in
.ign1tioant the be,1nn~ or .. work, 
the gr ... ter the dU'tioulUe. and 
ob.taole. it_et. at 1t •• tart, the 
greater will be it. 1U00." in the 
Mure, the rioher tlle bl ... lnc. it 
i. de.tined to brlng to the world and 
to rel18ion." 24 
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24. B.F.A.G.A., Folio. :Q>id., Oard, 16, 20, 38, 40, 42. This _terial 
hat , .. 110 ~ reoopled and arranged by the wr1t.r tram Slfter 
Raymond t. oolleot.d elata and 1. oOllOezoned with the .. ddition. to 
the oonvent at St. Franoi, buUt by Mother fheol ... and 

folio. Seraon., !he Right Re"rend Jo,eph "iner, SeJ'lllOn. Thia 
.e.-..on fa pr ... Tftd in the ~ohi". and •• u11-..red at the 
oere~ or the bl ... in.g ot the .outh wing ot the St. Franci. or 
A .. iil1 Oonnnt, St. )"rano1tl, Wi.oonlin, April 27" 1916, 1. 

Jlo doubt, Moth.r Th •• la'. heut wa. owrtlow1nc with gr .. titude to 

God .. t thit oompletion or .Ulother ot bel' _tedal .nde"TOl"'. A • 

A 

• h. li.t.ned to the IIon.ignor preaoh, me heard hia rel .. te the hard.hip' 

or the pioneer .iltera who had pr.oeded her. She heard hia pr .. i1e the 

interior lite and .,pia-it ot her oODllltmity. !hil .pirit,.a1d the 

preacher .... l&Ored to the tradition. ot the oOlllalun1ty'. pa.t. It wa • 

.. • p1r1t pattenwd on that ·of the S~raphio patron, lIoly Father Francia, 

a .pir1t ot P<mIrt1 and oont_pt .tor the world', goodl, ... p1rit of 

obedience to the tIoly Rule. of the J'ranoiaoan order. She .. lao heard 

ller own work enoled 'When. the llona1gnor oontinued. 
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"Thank, to the good example and wi.e guid
ance at its .uperlors tbi. oOJllllUnity h ... 
never allowed the worldly .plrlt to 
enter thelle hallowed -.11.. It hal alway. 
pre.erved the apirt t of it' founder, of 
the Seraphio Saint whoa. image you dally 
behOld on this &1 tar, 8t. Franoh of A .. ld." 25 

25. S.F.A.C.A., Fo1iol Sermons, Ibid., 4 

tlna'lly, Kother 'rheola heard Konl1gnor Bainer prai.e the new and 

beautiful hClllD8 .he bad built for her mi .. lonary ai.ter.. It was the 

oonTiotlon ot the preaoller that the ai .• ter. de.ernd .UGh a hOld, for, 

he C onel uded I 

"Tau all haTe done your ahare. at ~ard labor 
and ~ a .. oritioe to JII&ke thi. bull din&: 
po .. ible, and ha .... a pertect rl&ht to enjoy 
the truit ot your labort. You all haTe 
re ... on todq to otter your hearttel t thank. 
to 1m. gi Ter of &11 good th1n&' tor haTing 
bl.e .. ed the work of your hand and to a.t Him 
tutther ble .. ingthat thll hou.e ay atand 
tor JI!&D1 year. to oome, that 1t mq be a 
dwelling ot peaoe and home of 'VirtJ18 and 
Chrlltian ohar1V where all Tie with another 
in .trlT1ng attar perteotion by humbly per
torm1nt; the dutitt. of their .tate. Th1a 11 
It" wl.h and prqer., thb the with and prayer 
ot your ~ frlend. who ha'Y8oaae t~ to 
mare your joy and to thank the Father in 
u.aven in union with you. AllIIn. II 26 

26. S.F.A.C.A., FolioISermona,Ibid., 6 

The oonvent ohapel, too, ea. _ny MW and titting adornments. 

With her oon.uu.te tao.t and .1nn1n& way., Kother Theola .eourea the 

toll owing g1tt. tor the oonvent'. 1mpo.1Dg Gothio ohapel. There wa. 
pre.ented in 1'909 by Mr.. Ired Du.1lnan, JIIoth8r ot th. deoea.ea Siater 

Erne.ta,. the Statuary at the Agoqy Group whioh .tand. on the l.tt 

" 
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tran.ept ot the chapel. Th1a waa pre.ented to the oonvent ... a m.emor-

1&.1 or Mr •• Du.lma.n'. daughter, )la.gdalen. In 1910" the Reliet Station,', 

deaigne~ by the Oarl W&.1ter Com~ ot 1'l'1e .. , Germany, .ere gitta or 

leverd indi viduala among them Konaignor Rainer and Father Met.dort. 

In 1921, the ohapel it •• lt waa oompletely redeoorated by the artilt, 

Gaertner. other ohapel improvement. plaoed the ... under the direotion 

at Mother !heola were the building. ot oon1'esa1cmall, the lnatalling 

ot a ventilation 'Yltem, the retinilhing the a181 .. and aanotuary 

tloor in tile, and the hanging ot new electrio light tixturea. 27 

27. S .• F .A.C .A., Poll0 I Kother !heola Adminiatration, Card. 21. 29 
49, 62 data reorganiaea and oollectid trom material gathered 
by Siater ~d. 

'the building. oom.pleted and internal impranmenta made, Mother 

Thecla, he ... ell a one-ttmt arti.t, undertook the beautifioation ot 

the ground. around the oonvent building.. Btl' tint projeot in out

door work wa. begun in 1909 when .he had the gound. land.oaped. 

With thta improvement ot the oonven:t land.oape. other layout. were 

added throughout her adminiatration. In 1912, a graoerul pebble-daah 

grape ~bor wae "Construoted and the _.tern terrace planted with 

Norway maple tree.. In 1916, atter the oompletion ot the .outhern 
I , 

1r1n& Mntioned above, an interelted benetaotor dcmat.d a lit. .be 

statue of the 8aored Heart of J .. u. tor the o1i"Oular driT8fty near 

the main entrance. Thi_ benetaotor was Dr. Thoma. Fit_gibbons, 

tor_r re.ldent pqaiolan or the oommunity. The .tone pedestal upon 

which the .tatue wa. plaoed was pre .. nted by lIe.ara. Edward Stelger-

waldand Son., contraotor. and builder. ot tilwaune. The latter 



89. 

\ 
alia donated an Ag~ ~rotto whioh Stand8 on the east terre.()eand __ 

oonstructed of medl_ abed .tonet gathered on the ahores of Lake . '. 
H1ohigan. The grotto ftS ,.ddJ"ned with ~ Ag~. ·(Jroup,. ot 8tat~_, 

The lame y."r, 1916, r~lath'. of that year'. Prote .. ion Cl .... oon-

trlbuted to the building of outdoor station. of the Oro... The 

.tatio~ were the work of the J61n1oh St .. tuary COIIlpany of Milwauke •• 

A .UJm8Il' hou •• , r.plio .. ot the firet oonnnt or the torty-niner., 

was built 10 1917 and oalled tn. A.si.iu.. Additional tr ••• , 

shrubbe17, and 1'0" planta were added to ocaplete the outdoor park , 

in 1920. With the building of tooo18 and oroq_t oourt. in 1924, 

KotheI' theola, 'at the clo.. of her adlllin1 etl'&ti 011,. beheld at the 

OOO'\'8nt where ahe had ' been Superior (Jeneral Ie) lq aot only a 

tine layout of additional wings and buUdqa but arti.tic land

soaping and ~ .. utltul grounds as ~11. 2fiJ 

28. S.F,A.C.A .. Fo11QI Ibld.~ Oard. 27., 29, 49.,. 52. This sterid 
it frca the souroe quote ab0\'8. the Sht,,. ~d data. 

.( 

iIother Theola has .hown in her material proj.ots that lb. was an 

aetute flD&l101er and .. woman of lndght. lIoreO'ftr, like a tar-eighted 

1' ...... tate ag.nt, ahe otten boupt property and land wh.n 1t __ 

otf.red tor l&1e. A. early a. 1900, she obtained the land lea •• tor 

the .1Itera' burial ground. near the Ohapel at the Wood. at St. 

Franoi., 1fl.oon_ln. To .eoure •• olu.ion tor the oannnt and pr.v.nt 

the enoroacm.nt or the olty hou ... too n.ar the ground., .he ..... 

oompelled to PUi'oha •• the tifte.n acre loeol, tara at St. Pranoia. 

other property and land puroha ...... d. by JIothe .. ,h.ola inoluded 

Mr •• )Ial"y BrQld.y' ••• tate atlagle Lake, 1r1aoonain, the Beftl7 Rubl 

r.aidenoe in 1I11wauke., and the .ixty aore Jlioholaon t ..... at Cu~, 
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Wi.con.in. The~ropertl" either were .01d again or remained in the 

hand. ot the 00lZllDun1ty and .till do "!"T10. t~. 29 

29. S.'.A.a.A., Po110, Ibid.., Card. 28, 32, 46, 48, reorganhed and 
rearre.nged by the writer from the mt.t.r1e.l oollected by Slater 
Raymond trra finanolal aooount. of the cOIIImunlty. 

In tultilling the materle.l need. of her oommunity at St. 'ranoia, 

Kothel" Theola dld hel" ample :lJhare. Wh.,. ahe laid down her office as 

Superior General in 1926, it oould be .aid ot thh wi •• arohiteot 

that .he had built upon the toundation. a. ahe tound them in 1898. 

Now, to tnt. very day, bel" work .. bid ••• 

" 
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1 

Early B4uoatlcm 1n Yfl.oon.in 

Tbe Or-I-1mnoe · ot 1787. one or tha 'bhr .. cr ... t 4oo~nt. of 

.. r1oan Hi.tory, c onta1n.e thb t.oua Mntenoe. "Rel161on, 

mo.rallt7, 8tld lenow1eeSce being neoe.aazy to £ood Icmtl"Dllllint and the 

happ." or ,.pk1nd, eohool. and the _a. ot e4uoatlon fhal1 tor

..... be _OUJIaCed.." 1 Upcm thl. ete.teme.t 11M to\.Uldat1011' ot the 

e4uo&tloaalpr1Dolple .• of W1aoont1n ha .... been laid. 

1. ClAor J. Daae", ad., Bduo&tlem In Wboonein, 14. 

!he ...... pr1no1ple. _ ..... es-&ted by 111". Rutua nns 1n hie 

IUpe"~d' I NPOI"t oonoern1J1& MUwautee ,ohooll. In 1846, he 

at&ted. 

"'he 11aportanoe <4 & ,004 e4uo&tlon 110 
,.... people 0NUl0t be O'Nre,tiated. 'the 
future -.tety of lite e.nd propert)r ..,. 
depend upon the .-au DOW adopted tor 
l&y1Dc the tOWlcl&t1on at an eclUO&tlon 
1Ihat will r8Dcler thOle who aN lOon to 
ocoupy pr~nt plaoa, in Ws..oonain, a 
_ral, 1nteUlg..n, e.nd v1rtuou. people.· 2 

2. ~t Co1QUl Jor~ Wat .. otuI, "'Oirl at .11 ..... Oounty, 
1;,38'T . 

1Ir. ltlng., Ibtfaenta are uncloul:JttjellT tho.e ot all Ohr1at1an 

e4uo&tarl at youth. 81Doe OIW at the to..-ol1: objeCJt1..... at the 

COIIIIlUn1ty &t St. JT&no1a 1. the cu1cUzac and tl"d.n1Dc or youth, Mother 

fheol.&. too, re&l1 .. 4 thla...a. IA &e1opt1D& plua tor the tn.1n1Dc 

at her teaohe ... , II» proc .. ded oe.retu11y, o&utloully. Betora-.Jdnc 

u\y 4eo1a101l, iIha probably ,twU.ed 1fb&t a4ftn0e. 1n edUO&tlon bael 

been acle h'oa ee.ru. .. t tu.. in he .. 0IIIl St&1Ie •• ct. in the publio 

IOhool 'Yet. in the 01t,y at Hll_ukee. DMI" whloh he .. oODlDUllit,y _. 

" 



92. 

looated.l1he hb;bory or the growth of Catholioeduoation in 

Wl!Joonain .... of very IIpeoial interest to her. Here are her findings. , 

As early "I 1670, adventurous French explorers. missionariea, . . 
and trade ... h,ad Qpened up ·the lake region and the Mi .. hatippl Valley, 

Iunedl&tely after 1d\ite man had oome, mi.8iona.ry stations 1'181"8 .. tab

U.shed byPrenoh Jesuit. at La. Pointe, De Pere, and the Fox IU..,.!" 

Valley. '.the instruction ginn at the.e oenter ..... largely religiou8. 

It oonel.ted or oateoliling the prolelytea, ot teaohing them to ling 

oanUole., and 11Ilpre'ling upon thea the oar_anie. of the Catholio 

Churoh. a 

3. J. W.Ste&i"n', ed., Columban ru. •. tol7 at Bduoation, 10-11 

"Po.t .ohoole" _re allo 'oOl1dUl)ted at the principal tort. ot the 

territol:")"e ~hey _re direoted byottlQer oODmanders, .• oldlerl, and 

pr~ent o1t1aena.Oi'ten they _re plaoe.d 1n charge of the ohaplains 

.tationed there. .. 

4. ~ 0 •. Draper, ed., Coll.otion. of ~8~t. metol'lc;alSooi.:V 
of 1fi,oonsin, 6aS36 

Prior to the ;year 1836, two deoad •• ~tore Mother Theola's father, 

Thomas Tbren,. oame to, the ... t .. the, ... had .be.n e.tabashed in the 

ntgion e1ght or nine pri ..... t. el4tllllentary SQhooh. With .a , .pir1t ot 

initiathe, '0lI8 indbiduall, who were alert, acti",e, and pubUcs 

spirited, ar~ed to g~theJ' the ohildren otthedhtrlot into a 

private _ll1Dg or rude log .ahool hOUle tor 1natruoUon. It unable 

to do tho teaohing theme.h •• , 1Ihe-y would s.leot IClIiIIt per.lon with a 
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oommon .ohool.d~a.tlon and experience in pedagog", a. teaoher ot the 

group. Money would be oolleoted by subsoription and the teaoher was 

paid a u1a.-y ot '3 .00 a term pel' pupil. 'the lohool remained open 

three months ot the year. 6 

6. Ibid., 6,336. and 

Clay J. Dagget, OPe oit., 24 

All the schools aet up in these e .. rly day .... re poorly equipped 

and lIlO.t pr1mitl .... in their make .. up. The folilow1n£ axoerpt g1ns one 

a good d.loription ot the •• so-oalled eohools. 

"the aohoolhou.e ..... gel'l8ralq • log cab,in or 
obee.ply oon.truoted rrame Ibanty ,probabq 
18 by 24 t.et, with a door' at one .nd, a 
hug. tireplaoe in one .nd-and two ... 11 
window. on eaoh .ide. Otten. th ... windowl 
were not lIlore thin 24 by 10 hebe. in 81 •• , 
and on cloudy day. the loholar. who oooupied 
leat. in the oorner. OJ' in 1';he Hnttlr ot 
the roo. tound 110 a d1ttioult .. tter to 
.tud¥ their 18 •• onl. ~, baokl ••• 
benoh.. weI" provided tor ... 1111' ohildrln, 
YIh111 al~ thl alla under the windcw • 
•• arnnged a broad board tor a 1Wlt1Jlg 
de~. SometlM. fmall table. with .uitabl • 
• Iat. were provided tor the puplh old 
lnough to write, though table. _" regard-
84 aa a luxury ,and the .obool that oould 
aLford the. a. oonddarea tortunate. The 
'OhoolaRlr a. turn18hed with a ohair, a 
... 11 dl .. 1 table, a t.., bookl, a bottle or 
lnk a.nd a quill pen, a. part ot hi. dutie. a. to "Nt the OOplel" in tlut wlt1ng 
boob or the pupi18. ODe ot UI aocampo-
11.humti ft., to know h"" to .e a good 
quill pen,. at .tIel pen. had not yet come 
into general Wle. Reading, writlng. and 
arlthmetio~'OInIt1ae. denOllll1nated the 
thrB a· ... -oonat1tqted the prtno1pal 
feature, or the ourrloulUll, though oooas
ionally an old _p would be hung upon the 
walland u •• d tor ge .. ral exeroi .. in 
geograph\Y. Text-books were or dl.,.r. 

" 



k1ll4a, writton by Yarioua authors, so that 
offioi.nt olasa work .. e out of the que.tion, 
and blackboard. weI'. rarely uaed in the 
pioneer aohools. ft 6 · 

6. Lieutenant. Colonel Jerome Watrous,op. oit., 11~81 . . 

94. 

It abe had oar.ried her reaearoh further, KotheI' Theola would have 

found that .. ong the .ohoole ot a prbate nature were the t1rst sohoole 

ot .... tem .. ttlers. hreve!' tam111.. ot Jew, r.sld.d in the same 

neighborhood a eyna50gue waa butlt, and wherever e ... n 1 .... 1' numbers 

ot EasteMr •• ,ttl.d together, a tradit10nal -red .ohool hou.e" waa 

tound there. 7 And when the .tate ot W1.00naln was .tl11 a part ot 

the reri"itory ot lIi~hiian, the legidatun ot that territory pa .. ed 

a .ohool law in 1821, whioh deoreed that ... oon a. twtsnty tUlil1e. 

had .ettled in a town" three oOlDi •• ionere ot a OOJllllon .ohool .hould 

b. aeleote4. fl"". wa. organl,ed the tir.t .chool dlav.iot. Whil. the 

town beo .. the unit of oivil adm1n1etration tor the .tate, the 

distriot beo .. the unit tor adainbtr .. tion and oontrol ot .ohooh. 

But tree .ducation. tor the ohildren ot all the Mttl8l"a had not yet 

been widely acoepted. thla being true atpeoully of the Wboondn 

region, ~ ohildren did not attend .ohool at all. 8 

7. Iqman O. Draper, ed., OPe alt., 5.aS6, and 

8. Clay J. Daggett, OPe oit., 25 

The tir.t publio aohool was OI"gania.d 'by law in the bound. of 

the State in the year 10$6. It waa the only pubUo .ohool under the 

la •• ot the State While under 1!he K10hlgan territory. Prbat •• ohoole 

.... 1'. 11.110 .. t up a. early.. 1866 in Keno.ha and Sheboygan. Bonv.r, 

..( 
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the notable evento!" the )rev 1846,. .. _the ~.tabli.'~nt ,ot the 
, , 

tir.t tree .ohool ~ the .tate of Wboonain. It waf located -.t 

Kenolh-. (th.n oelled 8~thport). 'Thill tr .. lohool aovem.ent wal led 

'by Golon.1' Y ..... -.nk. lIheh thil expilk-iment pl"ated lucoellful, the 

hnolh-. lohoob, in the oourl.e ot time, -.oq\11r.4 an enviabl, reputa-

tion tOl" oompletenel' ot org-.ni.-.tion and aoo~or ot 1nlt~tion. , . 

'!'he luooe.. ot th18 Itenolhe. ent,rpr1ee t:I .. t-.bl1ehing a tr,e .ohool 

ayltem did JIlUOh, no doubt, to ~ert liberal prov1don. into the 

State oonlt1tution tor publio .ohooh in Wi lOonlin. 9 

9. J. W. Stet.rDI, OPe oit.« lee 17, and 

L •. C. Draper, OPe 01~ •• '5.3'0 

2 

Grc:.th of the Publio SChool 8yete. 

When the tOUnderl ot the oOIllUl~1t.Y at St. Pranoil tir.t I.ttled 

1n Jlilwaulcee, in 18'9, a lohool oe.nlu, taDn a ~ar before .hond 

that tM lohool popul~tlon had ino ...... ed uid I),u.hered 783 pupil •• 

Sinoe Da.T1d .orth~n, later a llethod.1tt JI1n1.ter, had .. tabUlbed 

ud taught tM tir-.t lohool .et up in the oity, in 1836, eight other 
..... \~ 

prln:. lonoole were in oper-.tion. !helr euroUment numbered 866 

pupih with ' an -."rat;e -.ttendanoe of 670. In the deo-.de ot the 

fittie., dUll to the tlm.nolal panio 1n 1857, 1li1waUlce. IOhoole &1.0 

, .utfered. a til'l&1'lOlal capre.il1on and the .ohool attendanc. dropped 

oonaldenb1¥. Warrant. ot lehooU had '0 depreoated that the 
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executive oolDm1ttee ot the .chool bOlLrd reooanended that the publio 

.ohooh 010 .. their doors. Somehow, the aohooh tided the depr ... lon 

and remained open throughout the period or the Civil War. But during 

thU period the pupil. were ffIW in attendanoe. 

It fta not until 1866 that the leglalatun intereated itaelf in 

the publio aohool eduoational ayatem. That, year it ruled that the 

supertntendent ot 1iI11waulate ao~oola to be a £raduate at .ane coUege 

or normAl. aohoolot the United Statea. Laoking a cWtree, the oandi

date had to hold aa.e oertitioate ahawlng hia qualifioationa tor the 

ottloe. 

Another a.p torward was the abolition at the old departmental 

ay.taa. Xn 1868. the pl"Uat7. 1I1 ..... 41ate. the gruaaar department. 

were dropped and tNt ended ayat_ in'ta-ocluoed. '1hat year abo the 

la. required that oertain text boole. be uaed tor a pe.riod ot tive 

years. 

Three year. later, 1n 1871. a noral aohool o1a.a wa. organh.d 

1n the publio aohoole. It wa. a ttl .... year 00\11''' and wa. taught 

in the .ohoola untll tb8 tall ot 1885. When the noral aohool 

bu:l.lc11n,g wa. oOJllpleted that year. the oiV training .ohool oour •• 

wa. dropped. Incl uc1ed 1n the noral a chool oour.. was the kindctr

garten ay~. By 1888, twenty-tw9 kindergarten. were organbe4 1n 

the oity ot Milwauk ... 

.: 

'!'he law had alao prodded tor aohoolt for the deat. About 1885 

and tNtreatter. they ...... inoorporated a. a part ot the publ10 .chool 

ay.teJll. A limited State aid kept the. in exlltenoe. In the beg1nn1nc 

or the e1iht1e., the t1r.t ... ning .onoole .. re opened. For theae 
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s.'lions, the school board luppli.d booke, alate, and .tation.ry for A 

a _11 t.e. By 1891, pupill attending the e .. ning ola .... ,..re r.

quired to turnlah th.ir own bookl. Thia arrang ... nt has b.en oon

tinued to the pr •• ent day. 

A. a department or .p.oial in.truct1on, a oooking .chool .... 

added to tw M11 .... ulce. pubUo .ohool ey,t. in 1889. Th. cour •• con

lilt.d ot toAnty le.eone and inolud.d the .... ntlal branch •• ot 

oooking. 

Auxll1e.ri.. to the pubUo .chool .y.t.m wer. oalled into exi.t.nc. 

in 1891 wh.n a few mother. int.rested in the moral and pbylioa.l wel

tare or their ohildren organi .. d the WOIII&n'. Bohool Alliance. Ita 

objeot .. s to oooperate and oanter with aohool author! ties in an 

.ffort to .. cure better aan1tary condition. about the lohool build

ing.. A. the Allianoe .xpanded it al.o proTid.d tor the need. ot 

poor ohildren thus enabling th_ to attend aohool. 

In Superintendent' PeoJchaat. ~eport tor the year end1Jl& Augult 

1892, the 8Ohool population ot Kilwauk.e .... totaled at SO,116. or 

thl. total, 29,652 were enrolled in the publio Ichool., 17,686 in 

~lTate aohoola, and S2,999 not enrolled in &DT lohool. 

Toward the end otthe oentury, in 1897, 1Ir. Sietert· I report 

giTe. the •• tlgun. by way ot SUllllllary or sohoola in Kil ... ukee. Ther-e 

wr. thre. high 8Ohool., twenty .. tour district echoola, twenty-one 

priJllary lohoole, and one .ohool tor the deat. 864 teacherl 1Mre 

eaployed. 

Thele tact I have been dwelt on at some length because the II1lwaukee 

pubUc lohool I)".t- .... 1 the model tor the entir. State and the 
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show the a'bagea at which public sohool ed.ucation ha.d arrhed by 1900.10 

---------------------------_., 
10. Lieut. Col. J. Watroua, OPe oit.,. 1.388 ... 409 

3 

raralld Growth of the Catholio Sohool Syet.m 

. , 
Catholio .ducation pu'all.1.d this d • .,.lopaent with .ome 1 ... 

<A)i~h 
_terlal ahow" the arrhal ot 'atMr ... uoheUl at Gre.n B~ in 1830. 

With the aid or the gOTel"lDll8nt and out ot the annuiti .. of the 

1IIInOJllonee., he .et up a lehool .tor the Indiana. Apparently, thll 'ft' 
the Urn Catholio aohool etrtablllhed in 'l8oon&1n. Atter working 

.-mong the Indian. at Green Bq tor tour yeara., thi. .e&lou. m188ionar;y 

went .bnrhere and wt.Mi.,..r h. went he built a ohuroh and established 

a .ohool. 'the .choola at II&okinao, Sault Stet Jlar1e, Green Bay, 

Prairie du Chien, Grand Bute, Portag., Gale_, Dubuque, Davenport, 

lan City, and ... ner .ettl .. nt.- in lI1Ohigan, Iowa, and other 

pointa in W1Joondn ,..re .atal>U.ahed direotly or indireotly through 

hb indetat!&able .... 1. 11 

11. L. c. ~ .. per, ed., OPe o1t., 5.328 

Like oth.r p10D1er endeaTora, the aohoob .,tabUahed by 'ather 

... ucheUi were or the moet pr1m1tb. nature. fbe following exo.rpt 

not only .howe the ai.Uartty be __ ~ the fir.t C .. tholio sohoob with 

those of the pioneer pubUo .ohool. aad •• oribed above but d.o 
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IIIoJ'llDvumE UNrVERSrn 

W3RABY 
points out the 1Jnportanoe of Catholio sohoole in the de .... lopment ot 

the Old Northwest. 

"a rude log or frame building, a tew rough 
bench •• or .. at., a teaoher, either lIi&n 01" 
woan. whos. pr1noipal qual1tioat1on1 oon
dsted of the ability to read, write. and 
"cypher," and who .000000i.s had to be giyen 
1natruotlon in Moestar)" point. by the 
Fl.at h1Juelt. thh was Uluall;y all that wa. _ant by the word - sohool- in the We.t 
in the pioneer day'. a. it had been llb
wi.. in the Ba,t a oentury or so lMttore. 
Yet. little as the tera tapl1ed. when 
1nte-rpreted by our i*'e .. nt etaald&rds, the 
1natitution It .. lt. primitlve as lt was, 
_aIlt laUah tor the proCre .. at o1Tlllaa
tlcm aDd "l1£lon in tM "eat. tor when 
tM great It"Ul or ell1vat1on a cleoa4e 
or so later ... pt ""I" thie portion at the 
wn. ·Md s...ntIe d100e .. with orpniaecl 
"hool q ..... 'SpraDC into exist.DOe all 

.11 by -cia. the worlE or 'ather lIu.uohelU 
and his oo-laborera pla;yecl a great part in 
the reault. HU ohurobea and ,ohooll 
a.tteNd 01'81' the broad pNlrle,. e.,.ry
where pointeclto a tixed ide&! i and the 
11tt1e band, or Oatholio. he lett behind 
were .0 ... l1T1ac nuclei around whloh 
oould oentel" the tl ... nt8 that went to 
tona then MW and rapid growtha ot the 
Ohuroh. 

12. Rever.nd J. A. BUl"na, The Catholic Sohool !late. ~ ~ ~d 
statea,. ~9-S40 . 

In the Dext 4eoacle. the tootprint. oE that pione.r apo.tle, 

Reverend Martin Jtunclic. are atampttd on the vcnmds ot nearly eve17 

olty or Tillag. at note in central and southea.tern Wisoo~in. 

Beside. auplrYll1ng the building at a 100re at ohuroh... he s.t up 

99. 

lIIADT sohoale -0Di th_ the tlr.t sohool 1n the ba .... nt at St. Pet.r". 

JI11wauk.e, 'a'tiM .. lundig. ari'1.,.d in JlUwaulaf. in 1842 jUlt two ;yearl 

betore Bl~op John llartin &nn1, tirst billhop at the D8Wl;y-oreated. 
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dio088e or Milwa.uk.e. Like hie fo .. erUllDer and frlend. Reverend 

Martin lundt" B1lhop aenn1 reoognised the need of building up the 

churoh and advanping education in hi. d1oo.... Uter.1'x year. of 

iltr.nuoua labor, Bl8hop Henni in a ..... on .poke 0.1' the rap1d de· 

.,.lopaent 01' the Mil...... dioo ... I 

"lnut~, al. year. ago, we took po ..... ion 
01' the nnly •• t&bl1ehed bl.hoprl0 ot 
1I11_ukee, we tound noth~ to note her., 
unl ... what the mo.t urgent and iJlaed1&te 
~. euabl.d. U., to retain. All thiDg. 
had to b. begun, all thine. had to be 
or ... ted. • • • church • .• and chapel. han 
.prung up in unexampled number., .ohool., 
1natltutlona at plety, and. oonVent. now 
ed.t not only on the 1l11waukee, but on the 
1f1~ocmaln and W. .. 1aaipp1 R1ft .... " 13 

13. John Gib&ry Shea, Iij:.torz or the Oatholio Churoh in the United 
St&~., 256-U1 

Belide. bul1d1n& ohurolW. -.J:Id .~ooh, !ailhop Benni .... anxiou. to 

.ecure rellg10ul teaoher. tor hi. iIOhool.. It .... through hi. in-

.trumental1ty that the oOll1lllUllity of the Si.ter. or St. Pranoi ..... 

tounded in the Yi01nity or JI11 ... uk .. , in the May 01' 18'9. two other 

OOlll'llun1tl", the Dominoan Slater. of Slna1n&wa, who ...... .tabU.hed 

at St. Clara'. AoacleJv, Benton, W1Hon,in in the Augu.t of 18'9 and 

late ... ~d to Sin,iDa ... , and the lot ... Dt.me., who under Silt ... 

Caroline Pr1e •• , had Qcma. to thb oountry an4 ........ our.d a. teaoher. 

tor St. Mary" pario .ohool, M11wauk.e, in 1860, are .. t up in the 

limit. of the d100e.. at Bi.hop Benni. 1, 

14. Henry It. Sohol ten, !he Hleto? of .. Cat:b0u.o ~ .... ntary Education 
in Whoondn 1848-1'00, is:::i 
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Oatholio .duo~tion was g1TBn additional impetus after the pro-

vinoial oouncns or Baltimore. Blahop Henni,atter attending two 

ot thes. oounoil., convened the First Diooeaan Synod in Mil .. aukee to 

catTy out it. 4eore81 on sohaob and Q'tber matters, But it wa. 

Arohblahoplle,bs,W'ho .uoceed.ed Ar'ohbiehQP Hennl in 1881, who made 

notable a.dW.noe .• in eduoationalinlititut1.on.. Arohb1ahop Heis. 

represented the arohdiocese or lIU ... llkeO .. t the famous third Plenary 

Oouncil ot Ba.lt1more in the November at :1:8841. fhb counoil oonoerned 

itself· .. peo1al~ with. eduoation and. _de important leglllation can .. 

o.rning" C .. thoU.o sohoole in the Un1ted St .. t... On. tourth or the 

deor ..... dopted by thl' ..... mbly perta1ned to Oathol1o eduoation. 

The 8ubjeot or !itl. \"1, of thiacounoU, 18 entitl.d I!lduGatlon 

ot C .. tholio Youth. Regarding paroohial .ohoob it deoreed 

"wh.n..,.r po.libla pal"oohial .ohooh wre 
to be ereoted, an4 .. nroq plea ... 
.-de to re11g1ou. oommunltle. and teach-
1Dc order. to deTote themae.h'e. to the work. il15 

16. Peter (lUllday, A Hi.tory or the- Oounoil.ot Balt1112o~ (1791-1664), 
~7 ", 

lioreovel", a gene 1' .. 1 1 .... wa. pa .. ed binding both clergy and 1al ty 

to •• 1;ablbh pe.r11h hhoo18. the It'Ord .. of the decree (n. 196) 1' ... 4. 

"theretore, we net only .~ort C .. thoUo 
parent. with p .. teFllAl artection, but ,.. 
ooaaand thea with all the authority in 
our power, to p-ooure .. truly Chrlltian 
eduo .. tion tor their 4ear ottapring. liven 
the. by Gocl. reborn _to Chr1at in b~ptll111l 
and de'stined tor he .. yen, an4 turtMr, to 
defen4 and aeoure all otthfll from the 
danger. of aecular education during 'the 
whole tera, of their intano7 .. nd child
hood, ... nd finally, 1;,0 aend tha to 

" 

./ 



Oatholio, and espeoial~ parochial Bchools, 
unl.... 1nd.ed, the l;)hh~p of the di.oceae 
judge that in a partioular ca.. othel" 
provision My be pe·nn1tted • . 16 

16. Ibid., 2~8 
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In thi. .eotion of the oouncil'. decree a 0XI8 oan ... that nothing 

waa overlooked 01' torgotten that would tend to o .... t. a more perfect 

syatem at Cathelia .ducation, teaoher., studies, schoole and adminia-

watton. and _thode were .. 11 41aou ... d by the bi.hop. in this plenary 

s •• ,lon. AI:4 though high Bohools were in their 1nfanoy in 1884 the 

pre late a ho~d in timo to advanoe 0 .. t110110 ohildren "by regular aaoent 

trClll the d .. nta!7 to the liuperior Ca.tholio .obooh. II 11 

11. Ibld., 289 

In Uilwauk.e. Archbishop Beias, though lw attended the plenary 

A 

and prov1no1al. oouncils of Baltimore, 41d not 'liTe to oarry out the 

decrees prcaul.gated b)r the b1ahop' of the Un1ted State.. Ui. suocu.ar, 

the Right ae.,.. ... nc1 Fredel"lok XaTier lat.er .... ~d duties 1n 1891, and 

promptly proceeded to oar.-y out the whh •• · of the prelate.. In 1892, 

he ootlnned. a 8ynod in II1lwaukee Whloh ..... intended to euppte .. nt 

the ProTiM1al Counoll ot Balt1Jllore a. that had .uppl •• nt.d the 

Plenary Oouncil 1884. At thl, aeoond gatherinl ot the cl.rer ot the 

diocese of K1lwaWc'" r.gulations ..... paa •• d tor mo ... unU"Ol"JD 

praot1cea 111 both ohurohe, and' .ohoole. Sinoe tne arohdl00 •• e, at 

the time Of Arohbllhop ' lat.er', o.tnc inoluded 186 ohurohea, 5 

aollegs. and aoa.dem1e. for boy., 148 parochial sohool., 29,210 pupil., 
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• uGh .. egulation. were needed . 18 .. 

18 . P. J. l&ahon, Trial. and Triumph. of the Catholio Churoh in 
America, 2:888 ' 

The wonderful development that followed the decre •• of the Council. 

of Balt1more in organiaation, in instruction, in methodioal training 

of teacher • .• thoUgh it had not prooeeded a. tfl.f." in Catholio sohoole as 

in the publio .ohoola by 1900, ft •• 0 rapid thereafter that Catholio 

eduoation .oon ,.toed on an equal footing with the public .ohool system. 

" 
Contribution of Mother Theola to Catholio Eduoation 

,uother Theola taking charge of the community at St . Franci •. at 

the turn at the oentury law that ~ Catholio , 'ohoo18 already ex1ated. 

She .e~d from the out •• t that better building., better organisation, 

better teaoher training .a. needed to ma.lat the .ohoola of whioh the 

oommunity bad oharge the equal of the publio .ohoo1 d .. elopment. 

Mother !Mola u.o law that with the .tepIling up in improvement ot 

building. , _thod., oampu •• urrounding., oreo.-eational ta.oilit1 •• , 

and .anitat10n, in order to bridge the gap from the old to the new 

era, she tOil had to keep Itep with modern trend • • 

Through praotioal judgmen't and the school ot experience, eince 

tor her a higher intelleotual training wa. unavailable, Mother Theola 

k:rtew that Ihe must not only build schoole but .ee that her dater. 

a.dvance with the timea in teaoher training, eduoational methode ,. and 
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improvement ot pl~aioal aurrOtmdinga, That she wal aotive building 

.ohocle where they were wanting haa been shown in the prev10ua chapter . 

What Mother Theola did. ton.l"d the trnin~ngof her teaoher. and the 

lohoola aooepted in her adminiatration will now be di.ou.sed. 

Mother Thecla ' s first conoern was to oomply with the deorees of 

the councils ot Baltimore and the regulation. regarding lohool. 

Idd down by the bishop. and clergy in tbeSynod held in Milwaukee 

in 1892 . In the ,eoond year ot her general.hip, she establi.hed St. 

Catherine 's H01"l!lf.l Sohool at the Jlot.herhoual at St. Francl. . In 

1900, juat tirteen years after JiUwaukee had it, fir.t normal sohool , 

her ,oO'!l1111unlty adopted a normal lohool cours. ot 8tu~. It wa. a 

two year oaur .. , the .tudia. divided into twelve week groups . In the 

first ye&r of the Normal.chool , the firlt twelve week. w.ere devoted 

to Arithmetio, GeQgra~, Composi tion, IIistory or EducatiQn, Mue1o , 

and ~s1od Culture. The .econd twelve we.eks inoluded Grammar , 

Drawing, American Literature , Method. ot Penmanahip, and Expre.aion. 

The last twelve weeke of the t1rlt year had .uch .ubjeots as LIon"' -

guage Joitthodl , ~liology, Jtrgiene, PaycholoQ', .thoe'ls in Spelling, 

Library a.rerenoe Work, and Eleethel. In the r~rst twelve .... k. of 

the .eoond year cour •• , there ft' Pedagogy, CiTic. and Wiaoon.in 

B1atory, and Blaokboard Drawing, the .econd twelve weekI, Method. in 

Story 'l'elling, Dramatbat1on, Reproduotion Stori •• , United Stat •• 

History, Sohool Janagement, Praotioe r.aohing, Ob.ervationJ the la.t 

twelve week., j)raotloe teaohing, General Scienoe, and a number or 

Eleotive. . The following list give. an idea ot .what el.otivea were 

offered: Agrioulture, Biolq;y, Analytical Geo.metry, Geology, '.!!rigon-

" 
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ometry, Rural. Economic." Debating. English Literature. Ethios , Modern 

LangWloge. , Greek, and Music . If one oould ventureEl. comment on the 

Iht ot subjects, one wo\.tld have to admit that the training of future 

teaohers at the beginning of the twentieth century was muoh like the 

ones given today. Even if the prospeotive teaohera did not ma8ter 

them, they edited. at least . in print in the .ehool bulletin. 19 

19 . S.F .A.C .A_ , Folio: UOr'Ill&l School and Teaohe,r a ' Inat!tute , St. 
Catherine Norual Sohool Bulletin, Oo~aes of Studies . 

During the .NIIS year; 1900. Mother 'lheolaconcelved the idea of 

establishing a TESaohers ' Institute. Modeled on tl1e public, .chool 

Board of Eduoation, it had for its'offioer •• Mother Thecla, president ; 

Direotr'et, of Studies, Siater Alfon.,·, Oomm1tttee lIember'l 818te1'" 

If.ene , Bennan: and lldan1a . 'or eaoh .choo1 study. e. 8upervis or and 

two 'examiners were appointed. The tollowing aiaten filled the post 

of supervisor'" Rea.ding, Sister 'Patrioia, iii GrlJDiDAr,Sister Irene, ' 

Gedgrap~, Sister Altonae ,' United State. :w.storY. Sister BaptlltJ 

Arithmetio", Sister Celestine, German, 8iater Herman." 20 

• Deoeased 

20. SS.A.O.A., Folto: l:t>ld., Slllab~. or 'reaoher., - lnat"tute, 2- 8 

" 

Besides attending the Normal'ohoal, the teaoheX'8 of the o01/lll!Wltty 

e.ttended daUyTeachers' Conferenoes , whioh were held eaoh 'Vaoation 

under the direotion of Mother Theola. The minute. of .everal of the 

conterenoe. have been preserved and afford inte.reat to a modern teaoher . 

fhe minutes of the reool!'d1ngseoretary of 1900 reveal that .aoh meet-

ing wa. opened with prayer. Roll Oall to 11 owed. After :reading the 
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activities 01' the previou8 day ' a conference, .chool topics were dis-

oua.ed.the topio of eaoh day " diaouuion wa. seleoted trom a 

ql8.ti on box prepared tor that purpose . The .ubjeot was submitted 

t o a oommittee of oritios for a final deoilion. The meeting olosed 

.. 

with a pr~er and the Singing of aome religiou. hymn or patriotio s ong . 

Interesting to note waf the work a .. igned the treasUi"er. Sinoe ahe 

had no du •• to oolleot, the treasurer had oharge 01' and diltrlbuted 

ba.dges to ea.oh teaoher in the Cionterenoe. The badge was made of red 

ribbon to whi.oh .... attached a pin at St . Catherine. The offioers 

of the first sl.U!DD8r oonferenoe were, Siater Alton.a/" President, 

Siater Raymond, Seoreta.ry, Slster Aegidia , Tl'ea.ur.r. S1etera Irene , 

Colo.tine, ahd Eleanore,· Critio •• 2l 

• Deoeased 

21 . S. F.A.C.A., Folio: Ibid., Jt1nute. or S1ll!llD8r Sohaol Conferenoes 
1900. 

Educators of today might be intere,ted in the probl... of 

tea.oher. a.t the bog1nn1.ng of the oentury. The following queition., 

preeened in the arohive. , g1n one an idea. of what the teacher. 

disoue.ed in their confereno., at that date. 

ttl. liow can a. person .top the habit of 
ohildren looking around in churoh? 

2. Wha.t are the prinoipal oau •• s of 
di.order in .ohool? 

3. Are ohildren permitted to oh .. gum 
during .ohool hour.? 

4. It ohildren OOl'Q8 and.a.y I !IV penc 11 , 
pen, or ruler are gone, what should 
'We doT 



5. Should children be _de to draw 1:\11 
the mapa they study in geography? 

6. 18 1t aUowed to practice a play 
for ~ entertainment during lohool 
time? , 

7. Should teacheJ"1i join in came. with 
thechildren~ That 1, dom1zl.oea Or' 
tllelike1" 28 

22 . S"F.,A.C.,A., Fol1oz Ibid •• Bo~of Que8i!lo~.. Thit oopy book 
oontain. eighty questions that were a.ked by the teachers at 
BWl'.mer sohool, oonterenoea . The "yen questiona quoted are 
copied all they Il.ppeil-red in the book. . 
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About a deoade later , MOther Theola took another ;tep forward in 
, 

" 

the ilnl)rovement o£ aiaters for the teaching proteUlon. From l&rquette 

Univerdty at ~lwaukee , trom. St. Francia Seminary, at St. Francis, 

and fro~ St&teleaoher. College of ~U.l .... uk.o , 1nltruotor. in If/rtthem.atic8 , 

80ico8 , and Rhetoric , Lecturers in History and Lltel'a'!;ure, and Pro-

fenor. of the C1a88108 were employed. Lecture. were given by them 

at the lIlotherhou.e at St. FranoU both during the schola.tic year and 

. ~3 
during the IWPllt1.8r ae.sion • • c. 

23 . S .P.A~C .A .• , 'oliol ll.t)ther Theel .. Trdt., Oard 12 . reaponte of 
Reverend George },iI)yer and slewr Mary "atne8 . The former had 
auL~ge.ted thO plan to Mother Th.eelaJ the latte .. e.ttended the 
looture. or knew the profellorl emp~oy.d . 

Vt.hen this method of training her li.terl beoame outmoded and no 

longer proved aati .. f'actory , :Mother Theola. decided to permit her 111terl 

to attend Qatholio oollege.. She did thil with .ome. reluotanqe , for 

l'ihe teared the reUgioul Ipirit $1.ld f1r.t tervor 'Would auffar . 

}£rquette UniToratty , lfilwaukee , St. Thoroea ' s College , Winona. De 

.Paul Univer.ity, Chio&go, and Columbia College, Dubuque were lane ot 
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the o allege e the sieters of st. Fr~nci. COIllIllunity attended and frCl1;l. . 
whibh they earned B.A. and B.S. degree8. 24 

24. S . l\~ .A.O .A. , Folio:l,bld.,! Ctird 12, reeponaeof S1ster tfary James 
who attended lame at thellie colleg •• and re.ponllie of other ,1aterl 
whoe~rned their degreea at t hellie 8ohoo.h .• 

Under the direction ot Sister Mary Either, Direotreu of Schaab, 

the high lohool. department was attiliated to the Catholio University 

at Washington, D.C ., and the tTn1vereity ofWbcoodn at Madiaon. 

'l'o earn their high achool diplomaa examination. prepared by the tJnl-

veraity .ot, Washington were written. pt'epru-atory to entering college to 

ee.rndegre.l . 

., 

With' -. .teppil'lg- up ot the training of the teaohers of the community, 

mOl'. booQ u.reneeded for the ooo"nt library. Tp supply the educa-

1;1ood needl, many books were bought and other. were reoeived by 

dQll&.t1on. Qp.e at the most generoUl benofaotor. at li'br&1"y book. mi.' 
the oonvent ohaplain and apin tual director, Reverend George Regenf'u8l. 

Each Chri,'t1Iaa and ... ter "a'On, Pather l\egentu.. preaented hie 

gift ota goodly ,upply of the be.t in eduoational bookl . At the 

present writing h1a oontribution at 'book. to the library number. 

1 , 485 books . When Mother Thecla oelebrated her 811"r Jubilee al 

Superior General tJt the St. frmoi. Oommunity, the'urpriae gitt of 

the ooea.a1on lf8.8 a cilieok; ot $,1,480.76, money intended tor library 

book.. The donor. to thia tund inoluded three Il4on.ignorl , twenty 

priesta , t en 1nJItitution' in and a.bout st. 'ranch and the State, 

fourteen lIliulona in other Statel, thirty parente , friends and 

benefactor. ·of the. community , and 8ever.u individual member' . Sinoe 
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that time , the stack. of the library have been well filled with 

books . Todaf. ~he oonvent l i brary at St. Fra11Oi. , known a. St . 

Olare College Library, oontain. 12, 000 volume. . It hal a fine 

collection ot encyclopediae , .ooial .cience work. . Greek and 

Latin 01a •• i08. and an exoellent let of book. on the history of 

18oonain. 25 

25 . S.F IA.a.A. , FolicH Donor. to the Jubilee. Ubral"y Fund, This 
folio contains the nat ot aeventy-.. ven donora who contributed 
to the fund. 

One of )!other Theola ' . chief conoern. in the eduoational field 

had b .. n to prepare her teacher. tor their profe as i on. However, at 

t1:me auffioient and adequate preparation wa. not gin n . Very 

frequently Mother Theola was beategad by parUh prie.ta who begged 

her for her .tatera a. their teaoher. . The prie.t. often told 

,ther Theola they would bit aati.fied to take po.tulant_ 0.1 their 

teacher.. She wa. most unwilling to grant lUoh requeata and would 

reply~ "No, Pather, the religioul e_duoation oome. firlt." But lome 

pr1eatl would per.i.t . On one .uoh oooalion, KotheI' Th.ola had .ent 

to a minion .ohool a young poltulant . To the po.tulant, Mot her 

Thecla gave thb parting advioe , "!tt dear, th1e Reverend Father needs 

you. You are only fifteen . When you get out on million, aot a. 

though you were forty. n Suoh tea.oher. ,,",re .. nt out in obedience 

and therefore had to rely for guidanoe on the Holy Spirit . While 

8uch prooedure would be oen.ured in our day. )lother Theola a.oted 

aooording to the nocad, ofCatholio eduo&.tion in her d&.y . And often 

t-~.e 8i.tor. made the be.t teaobere. 26 
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26. B.r.A.C.A •• Foliol Jlother \theela Interd.w., Card 58, reapon •• ot " 
S1eter Mildred, the dater Who waa lent to . hi. mi.sion. 

Mother Theola gladly gave her si.ter. tor the Oatholic caua. of 

educa.tion at Chri.t~an youth. She even a.ooepted miaa10n sohools 

where ,the tea.chers reoeived little or no .a.lary. When a Catholic 

pe.rUh ft. in poor tinancial cu-cumstances, Mother' theola would 
. ' , 

give her .1Iter ... tea.oher. Without remuneration or tor the low 
. I . 

rate of ~17S.00 or $200.00 a. :year. fh1a ..... a_agre salary when 
" . , ' i,1 . 

dne ·re_mb.,r. that oommuniti •• have expen.e. and that the Jlotherhoua. 
) 

1Uuat be ma.intainedon the ... lar1ea ot ,th.teaohlng e1lter.and thoe. 
I ' 

.18ter. doing hou .. hold dutie. in in.t1tutlcma or eh-.rlty., So at the , . 

l&or11'ioeto the OODmlun:1tr pur •• but tor the ... eater gl.ory of Mother 

Ohurch and the promotion of Oatholic education ot youth, !lother Theola 

fultilled her duty a •• he .• aw tit. 27 

27 . S.F.A.e.A., Folio I Ibid., Card. 59, re.pon.e ot Re"'l'end Joeeph 
Ko .. ter, Jadiaon, l'ilaeonsin, in re.pon.e to .. que.tlon about 
Ilotber 'l'heela '.ep1rlt ot .a.o'r1lie •• 

In .pite of bel" lTillingne .. to promote Catholio eduoa.tion, Uother 

'theela . • omeUme. reoeived letter. trom llli .. lon .ohool,. that 1&d.<Utned 

her hoart.So.m.etiJlllU the OOllllilWlity wheJ"e ,he .ent her .Uter. w&.l 

.tFqly prejudiced. againBt rellgioull tea.oher.. At other tim.,., it 

happened that the lOQal1tywa' largely non-Catholio and eTen Cathol1o 

children retueed to attend the Catholio "hool. Still other' did 

not oare tor relig1ou. in.truction and would not pray. When intor-d. 

ot .uoh oondition., MOther fheola would beg her .i.ter. to tru.t in 

Divine Providenoe and invoke the Guardian Angela ot their Gharge •• 
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She would W'ge them to have spoo1al devotion to St. Joaeph, and to 

try to oonquer all diffioult1.e thr~ugh prayer. 28 

28 . S.F.A.C.A •. , ,oliot llother theola Trait. , Qard 13, reapone. of 
Shter Nila, who opened a .ohool in one prejudioed town and ot 
LIother Bartholomew, who had the lame experienoe. 

... 

l'iut IUoh happeniD,ga do not tell the whole .tory. In other town. , 

the pe.tor of the pari eh together with hi.1 par18hionerl would Oome out 

to meet the ai.terl who had juat arrived. 'they would gin them the 

warmest weloOl'!i8 , provide oomfortable lhing quarterl, and build up a 

be-autUul Iplrit of cooperation. 'l'hus trOtll it. beginning of the 

minion all worked together hand in hand. 29 

29. S.F.~.Q.A'.' f '01101 Ibid.
tit 

Card 13, reeponee of Mother BartholOll1eW 
to ·the queltion of What a reception given the Siatera .at on 
varlo~ new JIlla,ione. 

In determining the number at mls,10n ,ohool' aooepted by Mother 

Thecla the reoord ia reveal1n8. Prom figure. Qompiled from the 

!atherhoua. Chanoery Offioe and the 1925 Direotory of the oommunity 

of St . Franoia, the book •• how that lIotlWJ' theel .. wnt teaoher. tOI 

3a .ohool" in Wiacons.in, 10 in llUnoh. 6 in South Dakata, 4 in 

Colorado, 2 in Minouri , 1 in ~.ota, .and 1 in Iowa. Dqting her 

adlninbtratlon, trom 1898 to 1925, then, ¥Other fhecla opened a total 

of 57 .ohoole in variou8 atate. . foday40 of the,e Ichoole are ltill 

under the direction of the Sbtera ot St . ~o1t of A .. ld. FrOJll 

these ata~lItlc, ono can .ea that Mother '1'heol~ took a, lohool or two 

allno4lt every year at her general_hip. In 1915. 'bhe nUlllber for til 

.ingle year reached a new high when .ix .choola were opened in 
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12 months . !he reoord il indeed Qreditable tor one Superior 

General . 30 ..: 

30. S.F .A .O.A ~, Direot0S{ of 1925 and ~926.'fhe .. direotori88 contain 
'the nalIleS of th8 aie erll atationed at eaoh miuion, the number o£ 
lehool. and house. , the numbe,r of pupil. in attenciano8, and the 
like. they aTe on tUe in community Chanoery Ot'1'108 t11es • . 

Mother 'J.'heola not only rounded .obooll, Ihe alao enjoyed vidt .. 

1ng them. Exoept during advent and lent" .he _de treq~ent tripe to 

them. at Vla1tatrix. When she arrhed at a lehool, Kother theola 

would vilit the ela •• room where ahe enjqyed li.tening to a program ot 

entertaimrlent in hel' honor . After the program, .he would thank the 

pupil. and admonish them to lIIIILka good use ot their time , to pray tor 

fI. voo.,tion to the prie.thood or 'iaterhood, and to do all their work 
, ' 

tor the greater glory ot God and Holy Mother Churoh. She would alao 

inolude a greeting and good wi..tle. to their parent ... a Ihe loved to 

oall the.. !hen .... a token at nllliltmbranoe, 1I0ther Theola would 

cU.,tribute .. holy- pioture and a n10k at o andy-• This riddle ac ... 
-

oompanied her parting gift to eaoh chUd, "Whyh a st1c1c ot oandy 

like ... hor.eT" 51 

51 . S.F.A.C'.A., Folio .• Mother ~lwol. Trai.t'tl!vd 14, r.'ponl. ot 
Lfothezo BartholCIIII8W iii zoegal"d to Mother ola" viii t. to the 
m1 •• 1~. 

rhe .tory o£ Catho1io .ohool. would not be oomplete without 

reoalling the hea:rty weloome Hother Thecla gave to departing and 

returning mb.ionariea. On the day .et tor the departure 01' the 

.i.ter. tor their re'p8otive- miaeion ,ohoal_, Mother Theola would 

.unman them to her ott ice and present eaoh aliter with .. holy 
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pioture and a bag of peppermints. Then ahe bid them an aff'eotionate 

farewell. When the aiater mi"ionQries returned to tho Motherhouae 

during the !l\llIlIller vaoationl, her Wtlloome waa equally hee.M:y a.nd 

motherly. After a heutf&lt "Qri ••• Gott" ,Mother Theola. '1II'ou1d 

h.,raelf take the .iatera to the dining hall e.nd order a. good lunch 

or dinner to be .• erved. While the ei.ter. ftre partaking of thfl 

maal that had been brought in, Kother Tlwel. i would inquire into the 

happening. and e".nt. and s~oe"" of their mi .. i0nal"Y enterpritea 

during the year jwtt pa. ... d. After the ,i.ter. had tinithed their 

meal , !Iothe,. 'heola. lrould aend thiim with quick cii.patoh to their 

beda to reat after their journey. ".hen, dur1.nf; the entire IUlIIIIl8r 

month. , )(Qther 'theel .. would haw interview, w1~ 'theJlli8sionary 

dater.. She ft_ untir,ing in her oonl1der atJeu .. of each in

dividual ,.i.te:, . Is it tUIiY wonder then, that .Uter., prie8t,. , 

PfJ>rent., and ohildren loved and re.~oted her? Ie 1t &lW wonder. 

then, that they begged even on their knee, that Mother Theola lend 

her , .. .-tel'S to their mildon lohoola? Who oan doubt, then, that 

Mothertheola did more than her . ahare . 1'01" the promotion of the 

edueation or Oatholio youth? 
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1 

The .ternal Heart 

Hot all of Bother 'thecla" time wa. 'pent attending to the 

material and educational need, of her oommunity. The,e need, .he 

had tended to beoau.e the welfare of h.r oommunity demanded it. 

But, b"idee _terial. concern" MOther Theola tried to inouloate 

the Franoiuan ldeala at oheerfulne .. and joy in her apiritual 

daughter. in r.ligion. She d811red .aoh ai,tAr to be imbued with a 

true rellgioua 'pirlt. Therefore, Wother Theola tntere.ted her.eIt 

1n the weltare of euh individual of her oommunity. In every litua-

tion, in every oiroumstance that aro.e,ahe .howed heraelf a mother. 

Inateadof thinking of hendf, .he deToted h.r time and" energy 

to her =i.ters. Booauae ,he been eleoted to the high offioe of 

Superior General, Uotber Theola felt that the oare of the .oula 

entruated to her wa. her reaponsibUlty, her duty.l 

1. S~F.A.C.A., Foliol lIother 'theola Interview" Card 56, re.ponae of 
Mondgnor Bernard Traudt, Vioar <Jenera.! ot he arohdlooeae of 
W;lwaukee at the preaent time, 1942. The monaignor wa. inter" 
viewed by the writer beoauae he waa a perianal friend of Mother 
Theola from the begbn1nt; of thia oentury and waa oon.ulted by 
her in e"nt. pertaining to the oommuni ty J and 

Card IS, r.aponee of Sl.ter Spea, now d.o .... ed, who .. , inteZ'
viewed in 1941, when •• ked about IIother !heol.', predominant 
oharao.ter tralt. 

Any and e"ry ailter who wa.. in need of .dTioe or oonsolation 

reoeived • cheery greeting from Mother Theola. 'h. door of her 

private ottioe was alway. open and ~ dater waa we 10 0lIl8 to enter. 
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If' the ho~. of the day 'Were t oo ahort . ithe would shorten the houri 

ot repo" at night in order to be at the dllpolal of the 81.ter • • 

In the ,dls9harge of, th.te dutios , Mother Theola often atqed up 

. late at nlgntor had to Blblent herfeU' t!rODl oommunity exei-oise • • 

a.r mot~l"ly , heart refused to d1l1!llaaal!itter until ,he 'ft. oalJ!1 

and oomtorted. She otten consoled a ail!lter with the Word., ItDl. 
, , 

.oupe :"ird nioht 80 hel,., gega .. en d. Ihe ,_kooht .ird.. tI -The .oup 

i.never eaten a. hot a. it hal been oook.d.w 2 

2 . S.F .A ,C~.~ •• Folio: Ibid., Card, 10 and 28, :reeponH of 8·1&t.r 
Oornel~ and S1.wr J\ula . , Both '18ter. have been in the 
st. FT8l101. O.OIlIII1un;t.ty a n\ll!lber of year. fUld had dealill€Jllwith 
,Uot}ter Theola, all thruugh her e;eneralahip. 1941 : 

Even p~tulant. and novice. knook~d at Kother 'thad a t. door. 

Most. of'tml they_'" atflioted with hOl!lel1okn.... Mother ·'fheel .. 

would enQour.&e thetn andd!IIm1a. theu trouble u a temptation. At . . 

the -m.e tizplD, ahe wouldencour&g. the tempted one with the recital 

ot har own fil-at dql in the rel.1g10ua 11te," Prayer had been llother 

Theola ' . oon.olat~on, 10 ahe would: lay, "Don't liatento temptation. 

God w1l~ give youth •. grade. PrayJ It When peaoe would return to the 

tried loul , J,Iother Thecla woulll blue her 'With holy water and tell 
with 

her to go to r .. t . She her,eli' woui.d oont1nutl/ber work and 

cOl"re.pond.noe, ana. it it were , night, would go to the dread.Y 

darkeneci1 4lhapetl to complete her brevlt.r,Y and pre.cribed prll¥'er • • 3 

3. S ~F.A.C.A., Folios Ibid., Carda 19 and 28, reoalled by S1ater 
Dl.xim1l1a and Sbterhrita 8,' .. ounom or Mother Theola while 
she was in ori'loe. The ••• htAlr. wei"e interviewed in 1941. 

< 
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While Mother theola wa. buay and concerned about the welfare of 

the souls of her li'ranolloan daughten, , ahe abo tound time to interest • 

her.elf in their work, whether it waa in the clallroom or in the 

.. rioua department..- or the household. She always impr.s •• a ~n th. 
, 

teaoherathe &reat responsibility that ... 1 theirl in training the young 

both for a uaetul Ute l1ere and hapPY' life hereafter.. fo the sisters 

at work ~ .varioul houlekeuping duti.s .ne al.o paid special attention. 

UotheriJ.'hocla would. vittit the nrioUi ro'O!II or department. of the 

Motherhoule , enter with a IInUe of greeting, and inquire," How are you, 

sitter.? How 11 your work pl"ogre,llng?" After il'llprel'ing upon them the 

reeponlibllitiel of their apeaial ohat'ge, the would a .. k, " Are you in 

need ot help in yo~ department? Ie all going .. 11 1" After Itraighten-

ins out their diffioultie. and with a word of onoouragenwnt, sl1e would 

give the .alut .. tion, "Pr&1I.4 b. Jeaua OhrhtJ" ana loave the liaterl 

brighter in spirit.. 4 

4 . S. P.A.C.A., Foll01 Ibid.& r .. poo .. at Silter Cyrill .. , a member ot 
the 'cOJnmUnity litho hae ha -oharge of the .bter,' wardrobe and 
8uppli.a tor ~ yearl. Sh ... a interviewed in 1941. 

Mother Theola not only gave wQI"da or enoour .. gemen'b to the ai.ters 

who were buq at their various talka. Ihe her .. l t did not shirk work . 

After the completion of St. Vary " Acadeuq building,Mother Thecla 

put on a printed apron and helped the listers arrange beda" sweep the 

roane, duat the furniture , and .. t the roOlll8 in order. At the Mather-

houae, ehe 414 hou .. hold dut1.. 1114 IOMts....e helped the .acr!.~ 

clet1.p the oandle ~ .. nt tor thtt oonYent &1 __ • When the arbor, 

a .helter oOnneQt1ng the WOtherhou •• with the adjoining academf waa 

built and wa. in need ota ooat at paint, Uother !heola alto •• atated 



117. 

in the pa1nti:ogot it. When a. V1titat~ix, ahe v1a1ted the ma.ton 

houlea,. it 18 told. tha.'b .he helped. the cook prepare the !ll8al , ,taught 

her how to make bread and e.rrange the food . 5 

5 . S. F.'A.O.A.» ,oU.ch . :i:bldM Cl!U."d. ~3 . 54 . • 5lr. · the,. Ulcldent. Were 
ga.thered by the 'tIJ"ite~ eovera1 intervl..,1 _d are vouched tor 
by lIIOthel" },faq' na.rthol~~ Sbtezq~yri.na. 51.tar Cal1iata, iind 
Sister ~. Jams., membera of the St. Frond. Community. 1941. 

$plaodn ~4 e:aunples of Kothet' 1'heG1.', 8 m01;her'ly $oUoltude oould 

be mult:1pl.1ed' without nUlllbe1'. ' Only.: t .. inoident. oan be reb.ted to 

, e.on.flnn thh her pre4om1nate oharacter trait . ' 

Ju.ta ... natutal ~othQr' oare. tor the need. of hOT ohildren and 

preparei ~1r' oloth •• and wardrobe tor clifteNini> OQoaaion •• '0 did 

Mother 1heoi.. ~e tir.t inOi4ent .... lated pl"~' thh,.. Wo,.d, O~ • . to 

her that ' le.,.r.a1 daughter. of the Dimptl tNilly w18hedto en1;er the 

oOllllllunlty at St. Fremcl., Wi.con,in. They had appUed for a4lnit.lon 

'trom E\U"opo. . Tht youngest · daughter, who waa only wn year. 014, did 

riot want to remain hO¥ alone. She, too, begg.d to go dong to Amerioa. 

Attar the D1mptl {;irla urived at the oonvent~ the younge.t, ,inoe abe 

had, not reaobe4 the oanonioal age tor admi.sion, wa. plaoed by Mother 

Theola. 1n " boa1'd1ilg .chool few girh. At the school abe was pretare4 

tor her 'irati Holy Comm.union. s.rore that day came; Ihe 1'e081 .. 4 & 

box fr'om Jlotherlheola. . 'fhe paokage oontained ' a oomplete F1i"1t Com

lilUnion WiU"drobea .. new white <In •• , 'fl'eath and. n11. patent buttoned 

,8hoe8, .. PJ'ayer book, and a Roeary. A letter enolo'ed by Mother Thecla 

"ad 1n part, 

"DtinMn wunsch in Betlrett der nelder' 
"'1"0 loh ertlllen. Selber kann 10b 
,....,. n.loht hinkomman, aber loh werde 
.ine de1ne;r So~.,teftl h1nlchlonn. tI 



"lour nah r"gard1ng the wardrobe I , 
have t'ulfilled. But I my.elt can
not c,ome . I will send 00.. 01' fOur 
si.ter$ 'inetea.d." ~ , 

6. S.F.A.C.A. " 'Folio: Ibid., O&rd 4,9, ilioident related by the 
youngeJt Dblpfl daughter, Sister Uildred, who reoebed the box 
trem Mother ~hedla. Ber sUter, S1aterMaxelinda was •• nt in 
Mother Thecla"" plaoe. Si.ter lfildred •• 1nte1"'Viewed in 1941. .. . . 
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the aext 1nOUent equally prove. that ,Kother Theol.a Wa. a woman 

with a. thoughtful ... temal heart . It ft. the ,olemn teut of the 

pe,r~tuU proteUlon daf of' S1.ter AnthoJl3"_ $later hAd i.nvit.d tor 

the •• nio .. her only l1nng relative , her brother Charl.. . the 

,ceremoni", tor the prote.","on nr.,. aqout to begin but Charl .. had not 

)ret arrived.. Completely resigned to the wi.l1 ot the Lord, St.ter 

Anthony ottered tlhi. dbappointment to God, thu. -.king her oblation 

more perteot . :out Yother ~ola knew that Slater hadupeoted her 

brother and had been informed that he had not arrbed. Later on, 

J.Iothel" rMol. apiedhbl in the convent ohapel . llur~ the oeremonial , 

after ~thel" ~heola had pi..nned the medAllion otthe Saol'ed Heart t$ 

Si.ter Anthony'. habit, ahe Whlepel"ed, "Your bil"~th.l" Charle. 11 here." 

Surely. 110 'earthly JIlotMr Gould have been mo;-e k1nd. 1 

1 . S .F .A.C.A., FoU.ol Ib~d., Card $9, r.e.~on.e of SUter An1iholliY. 
dh'ector of mu.to otthe the c01/!lllunity, in a.ntwel' to th" request of 
'OlQ9 m!)ldent. 1n her own life in wb1Qh. Mother The.ola t~g\Jil"ed . 
!rhi. intervi ... toot plaoe in 1941 . 

A t~l incident Jdll portray th:ie trait, ot lil~rl1n ••• 1n 

llother Theola . three daUghter;. had ente.r.ci the oon .... nt 01' .St. Francia" 

Wiaoonain-.. trOlll the lI1chel. tamilY' 01' Q.hko.h, Wiloon.in. When Yt' •• 

Hioh.1e , their mQ'bher had puaed pa,y. the elde.t da~ghter. Silter 

.< 
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Leonine, aeked to keep her mother'. wedding r1D& ... a remembrance of 
. . 

her . When the three daughter. retu,rned to the oon ... ent , Silter Leonine 

brought the ring and ga.... it to Mother fhecla . She prom1 .. d to keep 

it tor the deter_. 1'0 .urpr-it. them and to let the young. at daughtel" 

haw a perpetual reJlt1nder ot her own dear mother, Kother rheola had 

the wedding ring remade into It. rel1gioUi ring. When the IU •• ter. of 

the peJ"petual pJ"ote.8ion olt-ee were a .. embled in tNt oommunity room 

of tho ),fc)therhouM, Mother Thecla, t.fter oongratulating the younge.t 

~~chel daughter .14, itT. ott your prot ... ian ring. It Obedient to 

her luperior but thoroughly diaturbed by the oommand, Si.ter took ott 

her ring and handed it to J.fother !heola. In return, Mother Theola 

handed lwr a paokage with a note attaohed. It read, "1'0 my dear 

Siltsr Li.obal Aocept thll Itring" al a l"emeiIlbranoe from your beloved 

moth.r and f'rolIl JlGther JIaioy Thecla." 10 doubt, Silter L10ba and her 

two at.ter. ha .... n.,..r t~gotten the day on which they ... re made 

happier beoau .. of tne re'oUl"cetulne •• ot Kether Theola. 8 

8. S.F.A.C.A. , Pollo I Ibid., Card 49, incident related to the writer 
by the o14 .. t Jliohol daughter, Silwr Leonine, in re.pon.e to a 
queation whether Ihe knew any happening in hn own 11t. in which 
lIother Theola tigured. Interrtew _c1e in 1941. 

)(other !h.ola ' • • ternal loft ..... not contin.d to _bora ot her 

own cOllllnwd:ty. Her love kMw no bound. . Atter het . pirltual daughter. , 

rank1ng tirat 1n her oonl1deration .... re the parente and relativea ot 

the ai.terl. Hext, .he .howe!! ape01&.1 de.otion to the young and 

innooent ohildren, especially tho.e ohil~en who ware about to reoeive 

thelrLord tor the 11r.1; 1>1me in Holy OOllllDunlon. l or w re friend. and 

benetaotQr' of the oommuni ty forgotwn. Ifothe1" Theola extended. 

ho.p1tal1ty to .,..ryone. 
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1'0 the parent. and relatives of the .hter. of the oommunity, 

JiothDr !hecla ..... a •• cond mother. On visiting day •• ahe would try .. 

to meet nary parent and friend and would .pend the atternoon con-

ftraing with them in the parlor . Betore the gue.U departed, she 

would invariabl1 give them 80i!1e token a. a remembrance. She liked to 

aelect a religiou. article auch aa a ,statue, ro.ary, medal, Crucifix, 

Agnus nei, OJ' a p~t\U"e ot our Lord. our lady, ,oraome Saint. 'fheae 

IllllAll g1ft. were oheriahed even by the world:ly-minded and retained a. 

keep-iSakee ot Yother Theola. 9 

9. S.F.A.O.A. , FoUol ~bid. , Cards 1, 45 .. 82 , r e'ponee ot Si.ter Pa.ula 
and Siater, Virginia Iii referenoe to Uother 'fheob.'. kindneaa to the 
si.ter. I relative. and or Ki •• aoae and 1l:l •• JIIlry !hren, niece. or 
KotheI' 'fMola who 'till oherish gifts .he ga .... them. 

~ber 'Rheola ..... allo concern.d about the parents who had not 

viel ted their daughters in the convent oyer a period ot time . It Ibe 

knew ot suoh a oas., .be would 8ay to the si.ter on meeting her. "How 

18 your rather? How 18 your mother? 1 bann't Men them tor a long 

-
time.- It the ab .. noe ot either parent .a. due to .. rious 111ne •• , 

Jlother Thecla would try to prepare the dater tor a daughter I a grea.test 

aacrlt1ce , that ot giving up a tather and mother . She would oonsole 

the 81ater. with comforting words and remind th_ that death i8 a 

puniahment Wlicted not on her parent. alone but on ile entire human 

race. Finally, ahe would bog the dater. to otter their &ttliotion 

1n atonement tor the 11n. oommitted throughout the world. 10 

10. S .F .A .C~., Fo110: lb1d., Card. 40, 52, re.pone. ofSl.ter Oarola 
and Si.ter Catherine to tho qu •• tlon whether they could reoall any 
incident in their own 11ft. a.soo1.tedwith )(other !heola. They 
-.ro inteniewed 1n 1941. 
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,ther Theola abo loved young ohildren. A. hal been Ihown in a 

previoUJ inoident related above, ahe took speoial intereat in preparing 

ohlldr(m. for their Firat Holy O.OXIl1'lunion. A card 'Written by her to 

Louise ~Y. who was a ttendinbSt. Joe.eph ' II Aca.de~ • Longmont. Oolorado, . . 

comenta on Louiee ' I oom1.ng happy <1ay: 

"l.Vdear 11 ttle Friena, 
~ thanks for the nice letwr 

and valentine you sent . Am.o plealed 
to hear the new. that you will be '0 
happy a. to reoeive our de..,. Lord for 
the tir It time on ... ter Sun4ay . Shall 
re_aber you in partloular in praye .. 
an4 .ak Je'UI to bl ••• you and g1 .... 
y ou the grac. to r.o.l .... B1m worthily, 
and that you _1' get your hearing baok. 
God bl ... you. " U 

11. S.F.A. C.A. , P OliOl .Par.ona.l Letter. of )(other fila Oard 4. 
Louia~ .1', nOW' Si,ater iiii'Y of the St. Pranoi. City, 
reoeived thil oard from Jfother 'theela in 1910. It i, now in 
the archi~ • • 

'the .plwre of Kother Theola " 1ntlueDOe .tretohed bey'ond the 

oonvent . .She .howed greAt ho.pita! tty to friend • . and benetactora ot 

tM comtl).UIllty . Espeo1&lly did ahe eXtend a w&rII .... loome to member. 

ot the hleraz"Ohy. Oadinall , ArChbi.hop., blahopa. prieatl both 

regular and diocesan called at the conveut and to -.11 of them lIother 

theela ahand the higheat regard a. beoame the dignity of the prie.t

hood. Wheneftr A prl •• t cae to the C~T8nt, IIother Theola would ex-

tend a hearty welcome to him and invite 'bo the oc)n~nt gueet roOJlUl her 

vidtor and oon"..rl8 with him until retre.hD:ttlInt. were .ernd. She 

.l~. impre ... d ,upon her lister8 the dignity ot the prl.athood. and 

12 urged her .i.ter. to be kind, courteou.~ and r •• peottul to all prielt •• 



12. S. i' .A.e.A., Fol~o: Mother 'heola fratta l Card 8, response ot 
Mon81gnor B. TJiaudt, personal friend of! Vot~r Theola's, of 
Si,ter Nl.la.. t· . eo1:r888 of Schoollot th. e OOJllllt.. unity, and of 
Siner CyriU " who haa oharge ot the one.plain" qua~r8, when 
asked about Ji( . er Thecla ' . attitude toward priest • • 
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.i 

Ino. 1dellte ot.~ .~., UOther !lleola ' 8 .relation. with pr18.st. are traditional . 
. 1 

Ii . 
Two have been •• 1 oted whioh show her attitude toward thern and give both 

I, I) 

side:, of the piO~8 . l)U'floul t18' and ad.underetandlng. arho 1n all 

oondition. a.nd po.ition. ot Ute . So wllen 110II1II _mber. of the hierarohy 

,howed the deter' unk1n~ •• , Mothe .. 'heola reolpr"a'Ud. with kindn .... 

It WIlS her pr'inOipie to cloak the faults! ot priest. and when the latter 

were at ta\\11:, ahe, would beg the iistera to prq that the-.tter might 

be quickly remedied. 

On one ocoasion a certain palte»' d1fliked the way the litter' were 

oonductblg tlle school. He made them aware of th1e by reprimanding them 

during the announoement. at the Sunday Ms.... When thecorreotion wa. 
repeated for I.nral Sund.tqa, the linera at t~ lIdaaion intonned . 

Ifother Theola. She WILl not oonvinced. Alter deUbers.ting oyer the 

&.ffa.tz. J«othe .. 'heols. dooided to go to the m1 .. ion .chooi he·raeH' . The 

next S\Ulday. ahe aocompanied the .itters to the ohuroh .enioel. tor 

&he thought 11' her daters .uttered humUie.t1ona, 'he, too, could endure 

them. Att ... the pastor had a.scenud the pulpit, when he _do hi' an-

nounoamantl , he allo directed the u.ual remark. against the sister., 

in _.pite of the presence ot the KotheI' General . Though humiliated, 

Mother Thectla opt calm and did not show ange.&". When they returned. to 

the hOUle, Mother '!hecla ... ked her sbters, who were innocent, to 

endure the humiliation and thus imitate their Divine .. ster whom they 



had vowed to 8erve. By giving thiGadVioe . Mother '1'heole. revealed 

her nobility of .oul and aiirength to end\ll"G rebutf. when they were 

noii de.ernd. lS 

13. S.F.A.O .A., Folio: Mothex-Theola Into"i ... , Qard 89. 'fhh 
inoident actuallY OQourrei! ana was related to iihe writer by a 
member of the <sommunlty (1 do not oare to rev.al her name) . 

12a4 

The .eoond .tor,y i8 related by Reverend Franci. Emmerioh of Hart; 

lli.ohlgan. It ia typioal eX8JlI.pl,e of Bother Theola. · s 'big heart amd 
ehOWIiI her' oompa. •• ion totho.e in dUtr'eils or ditficulty.'lIhi' 1. the 

stOrYe 

. Path»:r E!mnerloh wasatill a student of lIajor Orders at St. Franci. 

Semin&ry ~ St~ Franaie, Whoon,in . the time ot hi. tlr4lt .olemn lIa .. 

apprO&ohed. ReverE;nd. EnJmeri~h had all arrangement, made to read hie 

tir,t High ... at Brooklyn, New York. ()lroumatanoes intervened whioh 

oano.eled 6011 hi. plans . At fir.t the de .. con wa. diaoonaol6ote and did 

not know wh60t to do . Finally I betaking hilnaelt to the convent, he 

asked tor Mother Thecla. She alway'! bet.rlended the seminary studeniie; 

she would not fail hill now.. After hearing ot hi. predlcatnent, Mother 

theel-a replied, 1t1 am glad yOU honor u. with '0 great a privilege. 

You will 'be ·the firat pdeat who haa &and to read your.ol.mIl Roly 

)(s..a at the JIoth.rhou!le of St. Franoil . 'therefore. l promi.. to _lee 

all prepal"ationa, iio care tor everything. n Mother ,!heola kept her 

word . On June 20, 1899. the convent chapel was the .o.n~ of the great 

.< 

8o.1emnlUe.. All the profeaaora of St. F~ano1a Seminary and the aiatera 

reaiding at ~he Kotherhouae ot St. Fran,i' were pre.ent tor Father 

Emmerioh'. fir.t High ila.. . At the .u, he wore the e.lb and. illUrpUce 

Mother lrbecla had gi'v'en h1Jn aa e. gift. 1'0 _ke the da.y a. happy a. 
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po.aible and to make· him torget hi. d1aappotnt .. nt , Mother ~heola 

spared no paiWJ, but, U the Father himaelt related, Ihe .refused to 

take a a1ngl. pe~ to pil.yth/;J expen.e. incur ... d . JIoreover, when the 

ohapel aervic .... re completed, 'ather Bmmerioh and hie erstwhile pro-

t.lsor, were .. rTed a "royal dinner." At the olo.e of the ~, before 

'ather Emer10h dep8.l'ted, Mother 1'hecla g .. n h1Jll thb .(Jon,oling 

re .... uranoe" "»ow. 'Father f whe%l.t)Wr you 'eel the work 1. too hard tor 

you, or when you can ' t work lI.lW more, St . Franci. Con ... nt will alway. 

lUI.w eo room tor you, whether ;( am alive OJ" dead. It 14-

14 •• 8 . F.A. O.A., POll,OI lb1d.~ard8 21· 22 . In an interview with 
Reverend Franoi. Jo-Ph rich, w.ar4t (Bart P.O.), Mich1&an 
1n the \SUmmer of 1941 ~ 'ather IWmIerioh related 1m1e epiaode to 
the writer. He~' .till living today • . 

2 

the au.n Heart 

fhere were other nota'l:,l1e qua1itle. and trait. in Mother Theola ' . 

dharaoter . Aalong other thing. , .be 1m' humble in ' plr1t. KotheI' 

Theola no ... r 11kedoltentation or display. For example, when her name

day waa ob.erved Ilia .. epaclal fea.t Q.ay at the· lfotherhou.e, a fte!" the 

oelebration, Mother i'lwc1a would remark, "l!ll -.coopt thi. demon.tration 

• as II tobn orj.uperior8h1p, but not for ·!Ile indiddually.tt There wer. 

timet when abe would look her.elf in her private office tUld try to 

abt'lertt h$rtolt from the prot.ram. Sister Atiohael. now deceued. would 

go to the o:£,fioe roc:m and request Mother to a ppear at the proUaln. 

Sister tfiohael used olever etrategy. She would threaten to lay down 
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her otfi~ ot looal aUp4Jrior or forewarn that ahe wa. going baole to the 

D6kota, i f' l40ther did not come out. Natura.lly, Mother Theola. respected ' 

the '.l$i:er ' , wishes and would be pr,esentto hear the exprel!llions of 

devotion given t.o her by he .. epiritual daughter • • 15 

15. S.F.A.C .A. , Folioe thid. , Oard 5 , responte of Sister Cyrilla. in an 
interview _de in 1941. She was ... ked what ,he thought of Mother 
!heol& a., a. re11gioua superior . 

, Even &1 a reHgiou~ superior Yother Theola realized that she at 

times was in er't'or *lnd mde lIl11etakee . But Ilother 'rhecla had enough 

hlaility to admit her fdlinge and ahortoQll1ing" At tho t1mo or her 

rumual ' dtreat, 8h. would, S,8 .me put l,t • • quare up evel'yth1ng in 

order to olear tho .lata . She 'Would present her.elf to t he ohaplain 

of the community, kneel down and beg forgivenols for the faults and 

miatakea She had aade duri."lg the paat yfta1" . !rhen ahe would beg for 

his bi.a'ing and hi' pr~er. that ahe might make a good retreat . 16 

16 . S ..ll' .A. O. A., lfolio.lb1d., Oard 44, re ' pOlUJe at Reverend George 
Iiegentwia'i Chaplain of St . Fr&no-b Community tor the i •• t twenty
nine year.. In an 1nterview with the writer in 1941, he rela.ted 
thia incident . 

In e_ry pOlltlon, in nOr:! walk or lite, one virtue 11 indi.pen.-

able . It 18 equally neeossary in a religiou. OOJl\lllunity , in the olo1.ter . 

fhi. requiaite 1& a senae of humor . Iiapp1ly, 140ther theela poa.e.aed a 

fair lens. of humor. It aerved her in good atead while fulfilling the 

po.ition of Superior General . Her mle "'., l uppreasod at timu while 

$00 gaw reprima.ildl and penanoes . The doings of the postulants 

t'urnhh some good oxamples. 
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One time eoms po.tulants were given the taek of eweeping the floor 

of the conwnt be.. ell8nt . One or the poetulant_, being in a playful 

mood, ee11.d a broken-orr broom, which had a mere stump tor a handle . 

lnatee.d of sweep~the floor , she began play1,n& h9bby horse with her 

broom IiItump_ While making tm rounds through the oonvent, Hother 

'lheole. o~ged , to OQll1e to t~ baeEm1eil,l'b and found the polttulants march-

ing around follawiDg tho~r leader .. . \'then the postulant. saw tho 

. Suptu'ior GeJ18r al they wrealmoat petrified. But Mother Theola, i:n~ 

.tead of adminiftertng Goma SO?ero penance , order ed the culprits to 

repeat th. etunt tor her b·enefit . They did eo, very muoh to their 

chagrin . and the WllUilemellt of Mother Theola. 17 

t · 

17. S.F.A .Q.Au Folio: l\>,,1d., Oard 76, reapone. of Siater Emerita. 
who remembers the inoident from her postulant ~8. 1941 . 

At another time , .. postulant ..... telling her e. .. oeiatea tha.t ahe 

would not be oaught on April Fool ' e Day in a j oke . 'the 1n.format'-ion 

reaohed lofother Theola . lfother thecla abided her tima • . On the next 

April 11'001". ~, . the bragg1rig pOltul&nt wa.. t old t o OOmAt to the offioe 

of t~ Super i or General . She was told to bring a hamper along. The 

unjuapeoting po.tulant obe,yea the oommand~ With one hand *he knooked 
. I 

e.t Mother a'hecl& · i . door. with the oth~!. i.he held the wa$h buket. 

,ther 'l'hocla was expecting her . Unoonoernedly, ahe dropped e. ~11 

sUp of P'lper into · the basket and ,aid to the aurpri sed postulant, 

"fh&.tta all , lij •• l.t, lAter, when the postulant exa,mined the pe.per# 

ahe road, It April Fool. . n 18 

18 . S.F.A.C.A., rolio : Ibid., Card 76. related by Suter Anthony to 
the writ~r 1n un intervIew: made in 1941. 'fhie happened to Sister 
Anthony whon ahe was a postulant . 

.< 
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While out We.t tor h8r health , J1cther !heola tr~velod in tho 

mountain. and enjoyed o~nting on the eight. of the Rookies. In a 

letter to her friend, aeverond Bernard ~audt, . ,he gave ~er verdict 

on the poak lcnow.n aa the "Devil t s Slide : n 

"We eaw 'the"DovU t • Slide" and ...ere told 
1£ any of the tourllt. deeire to tU. a 
81id~ ' down, ~Y would go right to hell. 
! beUove it! 19 

l e . S.F.A.C .A., Polio: Per.onal Letter' of lfother 111eo1a, Oard 1, 
Letter li'ritten by Mother theeli on §eptember 1, 1906, to Reverend 
Bernard traudt, ' at tho preeent t1ae Vioar Geural of the Arohd.iooea • 

. of Milwaukee . 

Mother thecla not only enjoyed the *light. in the Rooky Jlountuna , 

.be ber.elt thawed good sportsmanship in 1:181" traub. At 1$eadow Park, 

Colorado, Kother !h$cla and Siat.,!" Dama'cene tlad a unique D1ounte.1n · 

experience • . the two of them deoided to climb a peak 3,000 teet high . 

Like oourageou. and old-t1m1a mountaineer. , they .tartad the ascent. 

After muoh ditticulty with their l()lllg .kirt_, atter .... ral .top. and 

muoh al'tortage ot breath, they aotually ",,,obed the top ot the pea.k. 

Once there they dec1ded to i"est and enjoy th..ceneTY. But aoon they 

became aware of the tact that theY ,ha.d to -.lee a 6 , 000 foot desoent. 

Nother fheola. decided there \ft.. only 0lI8 method by whioh they could 
muat 

rouh the f'ooth:111,.. !theY/llide down. !hU they finally agr •• d to . .' . 

do. On their way "gain, whenever . a rough leotion appt;ared betore 

·them, ¥Other 'lheola. lIOuld mutter to herself, I! Juua, If&ry, Joaeph, 

help u"Ude . " After -l\Y impedimenta and with o19th.~ awry and 

.hoe, iHlaved C1f their leather, the two 01 irnbers arrhed at the toot

hUll without milha.{). 20 
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'then Mother 'theola would promile the aiater that candles would be burnt 

on the al tara eo that the op8"-tion would be .uooe .. tu1. 22 

22. ltGther 'thecl. eOllOeI'n tor the .~ok 1a e. matter of tradit10n in 
the oommunity end ban be ()onTirmed by S1ater Bilhildi ... , who was 
nur .. at the Uothet'houae lIince 1899 to the ~.ent •. 

In 1918, 1Ihen the "1'1·u" epia.m1c raged thJioughout the United 

Sta:t88, IIother !heola, at a great por1tioe, pe1"lll1tted the aisters of 

her oommunity to nurH the aick and d;y1l:lg . 'the sister. 01' the St. 

hanol. oorraunity did aarrioe aa nUFS •• in Colorado, in Dakota., and 

in Wboon.in. 

When a temporary emergency ho.pita! ...... itt up in the •• onlc 

Ball e.t Ster11Jlg, Oolorado, the o1ty offiold. noonded by the putor 

or the Cathol.io ohuroht.here decided that the Siaters of St. Franch 

ehduld direot it. !he' city " publio health COIIIIIIl1e.1omel', Dr . Re.ugel , 

in.talled Siater Paula, who was the superior or St • .Anth~ ' 8 parochial 

sohool., a ,l hud e.nd ohiet manager of the Itflu" ho.pital. Acting in 

tqia oapaoity, Slitar Paula had to pUrchaa.e.ll bedding, euppl1e., and 

medioine to oare tor ·and e.co<lllUll\Odat. the 150 0 ..... ot JmeUlllO:Ede. or 

Itflu". Si,ter 110011., in her lett~r of Not'eIQber, 6, 19.18, rele.t.d the 

part the .111:&1'1 played 1n the 1"01e. ot nur.... to Mother Theola ahe 

wrote. 

"Wa a:ta:t;,er. lae to it thAt the pe.tient. 
getthe proper oara and tood .a pre
Icribed by the dootor . W. gbe wbAt
ewr aet1litano. 11 na,~d.ed &t e~ry 
bedlid. . We~ .... /aJilti; and a nigJlt 
1Ih1tt and Slater Viotoria oome. up e.t 
fI10Y hour we need her mOlt to prepare 
the brotha e.ndother nourbhiDg tood. 
Tho four .1«ber. at .Kome are kept 
busy making pnc~a padded jaolcet., 
eto . 1t 23 
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23 .• S.F.A.a.A. , r.01101 ",lu" Epidemio', information. from A olipping of ..: 
the Stedillg new.paper liThe AdvoOate". 'the date 1s not given but 
i''r<a an election advertiaementon the oppo.it. a1de . it can be 
•• t1me.ted as 'the tii-.t wek of 1l0'V'elllber 1918, and 

Letter of' Si.ter Nioola written to ¥other 71wola on NoftXl1ber 5, 
1918. !he quoted pa.sage 18 trom the letter. 

'I'hi. temporary hospital of' sterling. ColorAdo oreated fri.endly al

lianoe, throughout the oity; •• peoially b.:tween all denOlUnation. ancl 

theCathol1o ftbter'h S1lter Nioola ' . letter givel turther eT.1denoe of' 

thb f'riGOlI1~1ne.8I, 
, ' 

"TM !'ree lIa.aon. dana.tod their templ. , the 
Catholic nune their "rYiee., the Bpi ... 
oopalian mini.ter sorved ae nur.e , the 

, Mtthc:Xi1at minllter d.o'emd a. .nur .. , 
l~ .. the publio .Ohool teaoher.. In 

, theae try.1ng time,. lie ali aomehow atand on 
the tame platf'o~~that of Chrl.tlan 
chari ty. . But . the. great_ at .hare of' the 
burden reate on good Silter Superior ' ~ 
lhoulder'J belra ta the entire .. gement 
and that explain. all . Sterling 18 .urely 
realiling doubly the bl ••• ing of' haTing 
Catholio .i.tera. And need 1 tell you 
that Pather Sa... 11 holding hi. head high. It 24 

24. B. r .A.C.A •• '01101 Ibid., Samt letter of Sliter Nlo01a quoted abOTe . 

theaaao . noble .ark wa.' dOXle by the *Uter' in DeJcQta and in 

Wisoon.1n. lihUe doing duty a. nurM. eome of the, aiater. oontraoted 

the "flu" but by the powr trom above ewntually regained theii- health. 

God in hi •• roy apared them, becaulO lIother Theola had .0 generou.ly 

given the cup of' water 121 Bi. name . 

In othtr tQattel;"8, 1i7ther Theola wat . equally broadm1nded. Whe~ the 

radio '11&' tirat perfeoted. lShe had a good WQ1"d tor ;it. use . Of' the 
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radio .he .a1d it was frequent~ inatructive and ottered olean enjoyable . . 
reoreations . She also bel10ved in tho judicioul re .. ding of good book •• 

She WTOte to the present Supor1or GcnereU of the oommunity, Mother 

lSartholamew, who at tho t1me was ab,ent on a V1a1tation of tchoole .. 

"I distributed n1Jle of our booka, whioh 
tim& ha, not ali yet permitted me to 
read. • • • a.~~g the ai_tor. to road 
each chapter ... ;1n .. tablet Qteour ........ 
ahort outline, and ~ important and 
helpful taot. whioh oould blsUiled tor' 
ohapter or instruction • • " 

25 . S.F.A.C .A., Foliol .Per.onal Letter' of Mother 'hecla, Card 9 , 
'the _tter ooneeming tile ·rll.dio W1I.. written by Mother Thecla to her 
brother in Watertown, Wi,oanain. It w&. written January 11. 1929 
and addrea .. d to Kr. and lIr.. Herman Thren; and 

'1he pa'lqe k.t quoted 1, talc.en trom .. letter written to Sifter 
BartholOlll8W. who was in :t.ongmont, Oolor .. do. It waa written t he 
day betore MOther Theola 41ed, Maroh 18, 1930. 

COIIIbined with other charaoter tralt ...... the f'lX'111t18 .. shown by 

Mother Theola. Bel' t1rmi1e.~ often bordered em .. verity . In her zeal 

for the welfare of the oamtlunlty, KotheI' 'heola would not tolerate the 

introduot1on of: nell' cu'toma. She beU.e-ved that the traditions handed 

down by the founders and her predeoe •• ora should be left intact. And 

when violatl0n8 or innovations were introduoed or occurred, ahe was 

not dow t o impose penanoes on the otfenders. Any one thu. oorreoted 

WIl' oareful not to repeat the offenae . HOKeTer, llother ~hecla did nat 

oarry a grudge, and when she met that pe!'&on la.ter 'he would whi,per to 

her, UFo~get it." 26 

26. S . li . A. G.A., 'olio. )(other Theola lntervl". , Carda 11 , 68 , 14, 
relponae of Shter , .. bian and S1.-ter Radegundll for 1nforma.t1on 
about Mother Theola ' . t1rmne ••• 
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Intion mu.t aha be;! made of Mother t'hecla's neat appoorance and 

her 'r~oi.oan simplioity. She would not tolerate untidinoaaand, in • 

geMral , l.iked plain thing... COl:ll'non eenao , ' reaouroefulne8s, 8.nd . , 

, 
sociability _ere ~ong othe:r of her character tra.1ta. tn ' oonwr'ation, 

ella could apeak to begg~ or king . A oertain pr1e~ summed up her 

~haJ"&Oter in these words: "E1ne hooh geblld.ete Da.Ine drde iob ete gerade 

nieht .~qnen, .aber ~1ne kluge Preu lit aie." "1 would oertainly not call 
, ' 

her a highly oultured '4fOl'lItUl, but the is indeed a olever woman ." 2'1 

27. S.F.A.C .A. , Po11o& Ibid., Card 26. t his remark was recaU,d by 
Silt-I" lIaxiJdlla when interv1ewed ab out ).{other Thecla. · . character 
va.i t.. 1941. 

A d1'0~.ion of Mother 'theola,' 8 oharacter would not be complete , , 

without .the, ment:l.on of one other trait. Like another st. 'ranci. , 
, , . 

she 'WB.' lowd by an1mala . The oonvent .watch-do" !ige, wa. herspeoial 

pet . Aa 'ather lJrltadort, an instructor of religion a.t the conventonoe 

reJlllil.rked, "a...ryboq, Ilk •• Mo,,*.~· fheel.. . &v.n the, clOg. " Certainly, 

oertain an_I, .,an_d .her ki.nd,ne.8 _and approe.ohed her UDafraid. 

Mother tlleola, o,n her part~ treated them hum..n.ly and law io 1t that 

they were properly fed and housed . It 11 rel~ted that it ahe heard 

that a cat or dog •• unwanted in one household, she tried to have it 

cared for ellewhere. Oould 'it not be -14 ot Kother 1'heola, thata. 

a true li'ranohoan, the walked in the tooUtep. of St. Franoh. 28 

28 . S.r. A.C.A., follot Ib1d!6 (la.rd, 16, 19, 20. Siater 81and1na. 
Siater Adeline recall thh trait of Mother !heola. 1941. 
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"'he aohievement. and oharaoter trai te ()f lfother Theola speak 

vQlumes. She was a grefl.t builder, a gteat educa.tor, a benevolent 

mother . But she Vias mor/:} .)than this. Shewalil a. woa.not prevor , a 

religious wcman. The.e qualitiel lWre neoe.aary ot a woman in her 

poaition, the head of a Te.l1giou, oo~ity . For 

"The .uperlor is tho ohannel or grao. to 
hia oommunity. Through the tuperior 
God impal'tl to them thfl grace. of 
direotion. of proteotion, and the dPlrit 
of their atate." 1 

1 . Reverend Ferreol Girardey, Qualities of a Good Superior, 2 

135. 

Since at the time ot her eleotion, the memb4!lrship of the community 

waa not nume~ou. , MOther Thecla was truly the fountain-head of her 

oongregadion. To fulfill hor duty a& Superior General , she had to be . 

a woman of pr~er, had to 1mbue her roligiod daughters with a .pirit 

at fervor and devotion. ~herefore , ahe tried by her teaohings fl.nd 

admonition. to be their guide , for '~orda teach , but example draw • • " 

She ever ~ndeavored to sacrifioe her _time and abilitie8 for the good 

of the oommunity . !rhie was the spirit of Yother Thecla, the apirit 

ahe beq~athed her community . 2 

., 

2. SS.A.C.A., FoUol lIother Thecla Interview., Carda , 23 , 25, 21, 29 , 82 . 
Whenever the 8.uthol' inquired 1n 1nteniew. conoerning llother Theola 
as a religiou, aupe1"1or, all Qonfirmed to the opinion. given above. 
Mon.ignor 8 . Tr&udt, R~ver.nd F. Emmerioh, Kothor Darthol~, 
KotheI' Cele.tine, Sitter de Sale. and Jlall¥ other. all .. gre.d that 
tho •• statement. are true . 1941. 

Pint ot all . Koth.~ fhea 1a wa. a woman ot prayer . In prayer 

sho wa, piou. , ',were, tru.ttul . Uer whole u.te wa. oharaoterised 
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by deep dft'otion to the BIGnEld Sacrwnent. St. allo asked the inter

ee .. 10n of tho Bl .. l8d Mother ot God, and St. Joaeph was her special 

patron and finanoier . Her prawertul •• ntimenta U'8 well expressed in 

cne of' her letter. to the ent!H oommunity. She invitee her aiater. 

"to OOIDII in spirit to the lIotherhouee on 
Chriiltmal day and make •• pooW vUlt 
with ...,. to the _nger at our little King , 

. ~ere I shall begot liI1m to ble.. you all 
with lU.t t~ h&.nda, to bring unto you 
Bet~ehem' l!I peaoe and joy. When mu.eling 
there , ,let utJ humbly aak pardon tor our 
-z\y rl8gl!.&encea and aine, renew our vow. , 
promise :fidelity inob.erving our holy 
rule 8 , and ple.d tor graoe to load a more 
perfeot lite." 3 

3. S .. F.A.C .A., FoJ,.iol Oiroular M,tterl ot ~tber rheala, 11, 1922 

Her New Year f, wish of the same year expreu the e8.Jlle aentimente. 

In thiS letter ahe ... ured her .bter. t11&t true happ1nea .• can be 

found only in union with Jetiul and Jlary . Bel' t.utfelt with for the 

o.<ming year 18 that her Siater. will dally do lomtthing for God. She 

oontinue. ' 

-tor Hi. will il our vooation and we 
~r deoeive aur.elve8 in following 
it ) of oontidenoe--tru.tlng in the 
goodne.. at God, 'Whether he grants or 
refua •• , He alway. act. as a Pather J 
01' con.olat10n-..the wisdom of God dU
p~e • . all th 1ngs, 1£1. _roy . .-8ma1n' to 
help and oon8018, of poaco.-tho poaoo 
of .God whiohaurpa .. eth _aU underatand
lngkeepa our hearta and mind. stain
less in Chriest Je$U8J of: ~har1ty--t111-
ing our hee.rls with the tendereat loVe 
tor Josus. without tear pressing H~ 
oloaely to our hee.rta . " 

'he" DG" dear S1atel"l, are II\Y beat wl.be. 
tor a happy and holy lew Year to you all. 

'" 



that the Sacred Heart of J.au. be.tow 
upon you Hi. chole •• t bl.ning. nth 
the llpeCW graoe that you oontinue 
th.noble work' of your 8Ubl1me· calling 
tor many. many yeara to oome, a. humble 
'ranc1Soan. end tru.daughter' ot our 
beloved Seraphic Father . tt 4 

4 . 8.F.A .. C .A ~ , Jol1otI.bid. , 11- 12, 1922 

136. 

Mother Thecla ' " prayers were al $Q einoer. and truitt'lll. E'f'ery 

day IIhe would _!tea. · ... i/d.t to the 1318, • .,<1 Sao.ram&nt and ,plead for her 

own need., the needs of her .p1rltual ~ghter., ·of her oommunity . 

She never lett the ohApel until .n. had ~d, a .ptoial vi.it to the 

shrine of h.r "pet" Saint, St. JOleph. .Mother fheolaindeed hf.d 

gNat oonfidence in "ficcd" St. Joaephaa ,ho &1:WaY' oalled him. St. 

Jos<tph, :1n turn,. Mud her prfi3/'er. ai' the t o.;Uow1ng inoident prove •• 

lIother 'theola wa. anxious to puroha. •• !lomtproperty neal" St. 

Pranoh for the oommunity. When .he ... de inqu1rie. about the puroha..e , 

the owner' retue.d .,ftn to conl1der the matter . But Mother ''lMola did 

nat give up hope, . Betore ah. lert -the ground. 'he wi ahed to bu;y, the 

eaat a medal. of st. Joteph on the property. two .ak. later .h. 11&8 

into:t"med the property WU8 tor ade . Soon. ' thro1.\gh the ai.d. of her 

heavenly patron, the puroh6l.se ft, made and the deed tor the property 

in the po .... aion of the St. 'ranois community . 5 

6 . S.F .. A.O~. " Fol1oc J.iQthQr Theola :tnt~"l.n, Card 15. re.eponse 0.1: 
Reverend NlcholaeBruet, who It'U a pupil of )(other Thecla ' S in the 
l ate '80'e. Father 2rust hae tl.1AY's been a.tie.urieh friend ot 
both lIother 'rhecla Wld the community. 1941. 

In pr~er. Mother Thecla val unl.lfish. She prayed not only for 

herself but alao tor all those who petitIoned aU. How all- embrao1ng 

" 
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her petitiowl were .lpec1ttlly after r~oEli'Ving Roly Oo_ union is shown 

in onE! of her lotter.s addre88ed to her: ai.n'terle 

,"When the llucharl.stio atl.vi or QOX!lIIt. to 
118 Ohri ~tme in Reily Comm:union, let uil 
... k His blessed Mother and dear St . 
Joaoph to be in spirit at our side and 
While we kneel in wor.hip after recelv. 
in,g, l et u. converse in wordll ot love 
with the new born King , let u ... ale: the 
Virgill Mother . who gave w.m birth and 
waa the speoial. work of lIia own oreation, 
to apeu to Hi.I!l for u. , of , our dear 
oommunity , e.p&clally our belOTed »Other, 
tM dear .iok, the lI¥UlY intention. and . 
needs'. We know that thl'ough lIary We 
Wll find grace and reeeive what is best 
for us . " 6 

6 . S .F.A,C .A., ,olio l Oiroular- Lett4ra Oif Mother !hecltt 31, 1928 . 
,hi. letter was written WhIle YOther theola fIlled e poat of 
Yother Aui.tant two year. bero:re her dnth . 

Bother !hecla al.o acoepted with deep Gratitude prayer. t hat were 

sald for her by other.. III her lettera to her oommunity, ahe woul d 

exprel8 thanke tor all the prayer. and: sp iritual bouquet. otfered for 

her by the aieter. for her eainttday and on .paobl ocoa.lona. She 

al.o appreo1ated and ga'f'. thaxlk. to prle.ta who _de a Jamento tor- her 

at the Hol y Saorifioe ot the ¥a.... A per.Olltl.l letter written on lifaroh 

30, 1907 by Mother Theola to her lite-long triend and advi .. r, t he 

., 

prosent Vioar Geaeral ot the Arohdioo ••• ot Milwaukee , MOn. ignor Bernard 

Traudt con'taina WI .... age of appreolaticma 

t~ • ..,.. d .. ply indebted to -God and all 
thoae who eo kindly re~recl ua in 
t heir deYout prayer., Hol y ~' •• " eto., 
t or .niGh &I it. _11 token-of gratitud$, 
we rall'.Wl!:lber you d1 trequently when 
r eceiving Jesue and vi.iting Him in the 
Blessed 8ao~nt. n 7 
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7. S.F .A.O .A., FoUo: Per80nal Letters of llotMr Theola, Card 2, 3. 

A. hal been leen Mother 'lheola was a wonan of pr~er . Aa Superior 

General of bel" oommunity, alle waf Nl excellent adminlltrator. With 

natural oharm, Ibe .ombined prudence , kind:ne .. , ingenlouan .... and. 

jUltioe . fhe offioe of Superior wal, a. it _ret a part of Mother 

Theola. " malee-up, She was born to rule. She .aw thing. had to be 

done , and 80 Ibe dld them. In JDAWy respeot, Ihe waf an ambitious 

... 

WOJrllU1 . But her aJQbition was not direoted .0 muoh toward her own glory 

8.. that of her community. In her clav, Iln~ the oommunity had fewer 

member. than today, Mother Theola undertook the direction of her liaters 

herself . At firat, ahe aeemed at time. nry .evere, but with the paes

age of time. ihe mellO'WQd in the art of governing . As a auperior, 

Mother Theola was aealoul that the spirit of St. Pranoil , the spirit of 

the Prano1loan Rule be 1lnplanted in herwbjeot. . Th1e was the spirit 

of Pranol.oan joy, I1mplioity, oheertulnes., the .plrlt of the Holy 

Founde,. , St. Franoia hilDlfelf. 8 

B. S. P.A.C.A., Poliol Mother Theola Interview'ta0ard. , ~3, 26. 27, 29, 
32, re.ponee of the tollO'Wing per.on' When . teniewed regarding 
)Sather Theola as a religioua luperlor in 1941, Siater Damaloene, 
Sliter Jl1randa, Stewr Fabian, S1eter Laetit1&, Mother Bartholomew, 
1.4other Celestine, J(oneignor Bernard traudt, Rev. Pranoil EaII1er1chl 
and 

'oliol lIother Thecla 1'ra1ti: Carda 2, 16, .re8Ponse of Slfter 
Cyrilla, Siater de Sale8, . ftrend i'ranoh &a.rlch. 

.. AI a .uper1:.or; JiQther Theola na ca.r&tul to guard the Holy Rule. 

of the oongrer;&tion. or special conoern to her wa. the ob'el'Vlmoe of 

and fulf:1lling the obligations of the Itoly Vow.. Her lett.er written 



to the oOlllDun1ty 1n 1920 contain. thU "amine I 

"liow faithful and obedient. 'When · .ep8.Tli.ted 
from the werld and detaohed from &11 , but 
attached to Jeaua only, ought we not to be 
-whe have tt\ken the holy Vawlj the,. ..ored 
bonde whioh bind us re1 igi()ue to Chri8t 
orudtled on the Cro.e. Ue:a:t to thee. it 
1. our Boly aule expre"1ng the will of 
God of which Superiors tLl"e authorised 
gua.rdiaulli . Pidel i ty to our Holy Rule IJ 18 
the proof of our tden~p with ~ellU' 
our Spou .. , and f'urthemore we .a.re th.r .... 
by' enabled, at least 'to a lizd.ted ' degreo, 
. to ehow our unbol.mded gratitude we -owe to 
0001'01' having ohasen us out 'at any ..mo 
were tfl,t' more worthy than we .. "9 

9. S.F.A. C.A., '0110& au-Qular k!tter" or Ifother l'heola, 2, 1920 
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., 

In a l_tter 1I1"itte~ at a lat.r date , Jiother Theola .again reminds 

the fiater' or her' QOmt'lunity that they have .. and te etrive after 

pert'eotl.OIl and do more than ordin.t.ry ghriet1an.. Regarding the 

db .. rvanoe or the hangeUoal oountleh. .t a4monilhe. I 

"Let u. route our.abe. daily, be -*1 
rel!.&loul in obedienoe without ohoice. 
without •• It- will . ow- oomtart will 
be in the oare.e of 81. Wini to anna J 
our .tr ength in the _brac. 'of HU 
Saored Heart J .. ndotU" confidence in the 
aee\U"8.D08 of Hi, unfailing 08.%"(t .• 

While .... behold the lntan.t S .. Vior lying 
in the orib. we are reminded ot' Holy 
PO"Ierty. , 1fhloh we freely cholle with a.ll 
It. hUlililiatiOXUt. • I< on the ~ or Our' 
prote"ioll.· Row do ., imitate the 
example of Je8U8 in our' duty to l ow 
pavet'ty' and how do .. praotioe it? We 
ahould remember that every earthly 
.. ttaohment b an "C1t of dhloyal ty 
totnLrd our' "'OW'. 
Je.u. teaohe. U8 another le'8on--1t 1, 
pur1ty .. -remindingua of our holy vow 
ofCha.tl ty. It we dealre to b.. pur'e , 



we mUllt love mortifioation. ot the bcxV, 
ot the heart . ' They tlULt ~e Chri.t·. 
hav$cruolried 'their rleah With 1ta 
vice. and concupl.oenee • • ' 'fhereroto, 
let lU. Wlite in prqel"that the .hield 
of Hia Orving grace protect ua J the , 
power ot Hi. sheltering love uphold us, 
and the: duepcalm or Hi. pre'.ne. 
aUltain U8 . " 10 

10. S.It' .A.C.A., rouol Ibid., 11, 1922 
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L1kew1ae, to Pl"eTent the world~ spirit from ore.ping into the 

conTent, Mother Thecla begged the .18ter' to pray ea.ch morning with 

the author ot the Imitation, "Today, Lord, ,thall I begin, tor what I 

have dcme until :now 18 nothing.'" Atter quot:1ng tM. pa •• age, Mother 

l'hecla herHlt adv1.ed, 

"ThUll shall we lI&intain our'elve, 1n our 
firlit fervor and wield a p<'MIrtul .... pon 
again.t the dangera ot our tilDe., whioh 
are worldlinGS'S , ' materiaUam, ' and' " aplr1t 
of liberty and inlubordination. And ainoe 

'! '" IU"e living in an ago or progn •• --an 
age of hurry and am:lety tor -.t:er1a.l gain .. -
we ' ,ought not 'allow ouraelve. to beoome 
imbued with the ep lr it -ot the timel, but 
r..,lIIb8r that though llvint; in the world, 
we, a. religiou. , .y not be ot the world. 
In order to ott.et the nil intl uenoe , 
that pre.ent oonditionl JUlY haft upon UI, 
let u. frequently retle'Ot upon the peaoe 
and ,joy we ' experi$noed 'When... £1r.t 
entered religion." 11 . 

11. B.F.A.O .A., Fo110. Ibid., 9, 1922. 

That the 'hter' intru.ted to her oare might be r,al l"el1$lou. 

yemen, JIother fheolacounaeled thea to a.~ all rapond)Ui ti •• 

and duti,. oon8oientiou.ly, cheerfully, trustworthily .. Ho matter 

What work the ailter. did, . whether in the olal8ro~, kitchen, laundry, 
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or garden, Uother l'hMJola w1~ed them :to do it all tor the glory ot 

God · (Uj,d the adV8.l"..oeanent (If the oomnunity . She .delU-ed that the 8i8ter~ 

exa.minetbeKacO,o~t.at the annuel. retreat" and oom~re the income or 

mer~ .. b, with : the eXpelUl8s or 1088ee. .1.lother Theola then .uggeeted that 

eaoh si8'ter· make out a balance sheet and . oompare that year ' a l'r ogre.1 

with thOle or by ... g~ year. . She hoped theoompar:1aon might not 

,utfer and: thato\U' dear Lord might not be di.appointed . 12 

l~. S~F .A .C.A . , Folio: Ibid. , 2, 1920 

While 1t ia true that Yother Thecla ·ae· a Z8alOU8 .uperior watohed 

over the ob.ervance of the Holy VQWW and sought to mold the characters 

of her sisters arter 1;hce I$pi:rit of St. :rr~o1., . abo had Methor interest 

at he~. : 1'h1i. interest was the welfare o£ her r r anoiaoan CioJlllllunity . 

Her overy pr.ayer, her eve'ry l abor. ft. -lor t ho good and bettermGnt or 

her OOlllmt.mity . One might well iJ.ay, that M;xt t o znoth8J:'l:!..rut .. , love ot 

her 0O!llIl1t.m1ty prodond,nated in Slother 'Mola. By a study of the early 

hiatory of her order. IIother Thecla zoee.liled that 1ta loundationa had 

been uprooted and rebuilt ,ewral t1rlles. While her own .1Iter, Kother 

1iI.ry Antonine rh;ren had I.cured &. firm footing tor it. J,fother Theola ' . 

tau was to build 1.t up . '1'0 Moomp1i1h th1JJ end, Ihe pl"8¥ed God to 

blea. he~ de-.r ool1!!!l.un1ty, .he petltionod Jlll8n tor 1t. welfare . ThuI, 

if she •• auibitlou.e, her·ein lay h8l" ambition. t or one of prime motivel 

of her genera1ehip waf to see that her community was reoognbed, to aee 

that it ftl _king progress equd to that of other · o.ongreg&.t1on8.1S 
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13. S.F.A.C.A., Folio., Mother fheola Inwrvte •• ,Oarda 6, 18, 60, 63, 
66., te.t1fied. to by Dr. Sehottler,iUa1;:er ' ae Sa.lfJ', Siater 
DeJllfUoeDl , Sbter Oornelia, Shter Laet1t1a, Sister l1lancU.na, 
Sister htho~. Shtel" Mildred, iewrend George iegentua., 
n._rend hanoia lllmmerioh, all.O 

. Po11o= . Mother Thecla tM'ti'fI., CardlG, Mother Oe1e8timJ, shtfJJ" 
Qather1ijB . Reverend Gfiorge ' yet". 

In hel" aoUo1tud6 for her oommunity,. llotberfheola waa anxioua 

to a~t good and worthy po.tu~nt. . Many an hour and llluch o£ her 

effort. wered.evoted to fo.tering vooationa both to the prie.thood 

and to the rel1giou8 life. In nergeMral. and prr'onalletters, the 

frequently ",quested p~.r. tor good member. for the community. She 

alao beggd bini ai •• r. to extol the religioua lite fittingly , tiru)fJ 

reUgious "1". in 8uch demand both in thi8COuntiy and in the foreign 

mi.s i on field. 14 

14. 8 •. li' .A.{,L.A. Folio: Circular t.tter. ot Xother !h.cla, 4, 16; 
1921 • . 192S. · 

1'.0 pro.peotbe pO.lltulants. !lather Thecla Wl",ot •• noouraging 

letter. ~d praisod conventl1tfl. The following 18 a letter 19l"ittEJn 

to '" young lAd;r who entered a community other than httr own. B.e~ 

letter rea.d 1n part, 

nthe ~W$ that you have followed tho ~all 
of the .. Iter and are preparing to .ente 
Rim ;tn the religloul Ute wa. , very 
plea.ant new.. I .... \U". you. I al.o 
noticed fran your letter that you ha..,. 
alr.a~ round ... et consolation and 
peAoe 111 the.ervioe of: the Lord. Yel, 
., dear Slater. aa I 'ong aa 'We &:'e faith .. 
'!"ul to dutie., to our heavenly Spou •• , 
the nl1g1.ou. lite is a haven ot peaoe 
a,nd rGat. t~ue , tr1aU and thlpt&tlona 

. l 



we .ball. alway. have a. long a. we 
live. ,but true .erTi,oeJ."ender, the. 
banale" , and give. us enough 1I10ral 
,etr~ngth , tpsee the va,n!ty c# all 
earthl.y thine.. hom Il\Y 10lll expot::I.
Emoe I oan givo yo}t 1':l~ better advioe 
than e~ourage you to ,walk olot,e ' to 
the ·, $1a.. ot your heav.nl.y, SpO~.,HM''' 
1ng IUm acoording to the Hal,y llul.. , 
and ou,to:1lUl of' yo1,1l" dear ¢onunun1:ty." 15 
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l5 . S.F.A.C .A., Poliol Per.onal Letters of )lother Theola, Card lOa 
Thie letter wa. written by )(other 'heola to Slner- .A.nnella, a 
.tater at &nother cOl'lllllunity and natural 81ater to Stater !bar,illa 
ot tht St. , Franoia Comn1\Ullty. 

f o young ladle. about to enuer h4u· own oon .... nt. ¥Other Thecla 

wrote in a cordial. pr'aotioal manner ali 11 ex_pUtied in /II. letter 

written on April S, 1919, to Mluleline Wagner ot Chioago. 
, 

ax bid you /II. hearty weloome to our 
Oommunity and, 61.8 to the tu. of c~, 
I would .. t tor you the first week of 
June, the month of the Saored Heart. 

• • .. In the illtant1.r,Qe we ~eL11 oontinue 
to r_aber you in our prayer. that no 
further ob.taolea .Ul pia-ce themselves 
in your wq, ' but tha.t you ~ reaoh the 
goal ot your heart I. des1re. 16 

16. S. F .A. C.A., FolicH Ibid., Card 5. ' ThU letter wall written to 
Siater ~I. /II. lI:IelIlber Qt the oOl!llllun1ty II before her entranoe 
into the convent. 

When girla showd ligilt of a nUgioul vocation and were not 

pennitted to enter a oonvent beoau.e or the objeotion ot their parent., 

Kother 'theola by her tact orten won their oon'ant.One time. when 

hance. MueUer .poke to her par.nt, about entering St. 'ranoia 

Convent, he. ,..eBtl, the latter decided to look at the pla-oe fir,t . 

When tbtty' oame to the Ifotherhou •• , Kother !heola .poke .0 oonvincingly 

on their daughter I. vocation, that they allowed Mother to •• t a 

" 



date .t'9r their dauslltet' $ entrance . Though Franoes had. wanted to 

enter the oonventbut bAd been oppoaed byh~r tamily . Mrs . Mueller 

remarked to her daught~r on the ~ home from the visit. "If you go 
, , 

to suoh ~ :Mother, I .,rUl let you go to the convent. n 'rhe young i! irl 
+ ' " 

wa. accepted ~. il postUlant a~ St . Franci~ on the very day that 

Kother fh!J ola hAd set beforehand tor her entranoe. 17 

l7'. S'. F. ll . C'. k . , Foliol ¥o1>hbr Theola Interview. , Oard 69'. Thia ih
tormationwai imparted by Shter CYrilla. & _bel' of th& St. 
Franch Community 'who 'Wa$ FMUloes llueller in the story. 

, . 

Durlng her ac1m1n1atration. &. Superior General . Mother i'heole, 

alao petltlcm.d in behalf of her congre&ation tor the approbation of 

the COMtltutionc M.d Rules. . h om the Roly See and the Oongregation 

of Religious in the Colloge of Cardinals oam. the Deeree of lTa.ise 

on Decom.ber 6, 1911. Aga.in, when the Canon. ot tho Church law were 

rervis$d, the Rule. of the oongrega.tion were once ' tnore r$Vi •• d and 

sent to the llol.y Soe for approw.l . They WGl'e retUrned hom Rome 

tor 11 aj,x y:eu trial on t he Suter of 1924:. When the Rulee arr1ved 

Uot her Theolan. v.ry happy and Wl'owtd' the member_ of the whole 

communitr on ~y 6, 1924. 

"I truat you &11 enjoyed Ealtter and that 
it brought you lIl&lV joy. and bleaalnga . 
God ble .. and r~d YOll for your kind 
gr •• ting... W. had ... most joyful clq-
tor on Holy Saturday eyening a parcel 
.ent .peoial deli ... ry brought our 
approved lioly Rul.. . Ail rejoioed! We 
... de... nowna or thankegi ving. and now 
are praying two additional QurFather. 
and An. in honor of our Stiraphic 'ather 
St. Franoil J one in thank' giving. ' the 
other that ell our dear S1etera reoelve 
IItrength andgraoe to live up to them 
oon.oientiouely as good hanei.oana 
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lIhould. Pleue. join us in, prayer. eo 
that a. aoon as they are translated we 
can halve · ,th~m . printed and rea~ · to 
give ee.ch JII8l'liber ~ coW iri vacation. n 18 

18. S .F. A.C.A •• Folio: l&other Theola Admi;nistre.t:l.cm. Oard. 33 . 64, 
intorma.tionre.ceived .i'rom the che.noe-ry file •• and 

Folio # Ciroula.r Lotters of Mother 'theal&.. 20-21, 1924 ---,-----_._ ---..-_-
~-~~--
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On Maroh17. 1922. MOther Theola petitioned Archbishop Sebafttan 

Ms.8JIl8r. Ordi~y or the Arohdiooese of lfilwauk... for a Cardinal 

Proteotor for the St. Franoia OOllll!llUli ty. Her requoat wa. granted when, 

on July 26. 1923. word came trom the Holy See at Rome that John Cardinal 

llonzano ... 1 appointed by ~08tolic deoree. Cardinal Proteotor of the 

19 congregation. 

19 . S . P.A.CoA •• FOUCH ~;ther %hecla. Adm1n1.tl'atlon. Card. 66 , 59 
ms.tter an reoord in the chanoery tn •• __ 

Througho\atand to the end ot her cteneralah1p, Uotber fMOl .. 

encouraged 'her ,i.tera to adhere to the trueiTanol.oan .pirit and 

to the Holy 'V'ow' 8,Jld, RultUi they hAd promiaed to obey. Guided by 

the Holy Spirit and her he&venly pe.tronl . 1itother fheol.a truly rui" 

filleli her obligation as a religiouI.,-uperior . fhe lut year or her 

adminUtration, hel' Ohrl.tma.. wi.t\ ot 1924 read, 

II Aga~. cl!tar Si.t4tra. let ~. rea:n1m&te our
.. In. in the lanotity ot our vocation. 
and with Jiiry and Jo.eph keep 80 cloeely 
united to .resul that we mtA.Y Jll8rit to 
prai,. 1ti.m.hera below. and hereafter to 
ling with the blesaed one. aboy. . an 
.ternal ' Ho.arms. in tho ll1ghe8t . o. 20 

20. S.F.A.C.A •• I?olio& Otroular Lett(trs of lIother theola, 23 . 1924 

" 



uniquely eno~h, Mother rhecla, a. Superior ~ne1"Al , CiJelebrated 

two Silver Jubilee., the one of her profes.ion of religioul vowel 

the other, a Jubilee as Superior General of the Congregation of the 

Silter. of st. hllMi. of Auid. · 'lhe.e •• re oooalion. ot great 
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rejoicing' by tlw c01Illllunlty . One at tho gift. of her tlr.t jubilee ft. a jhaJn briok containing a oheok of t1 ,000.00 whioh ft. to be u.ed 

tor the bulld1ngof the new south wing ot tba con .... nt . A,ll11Olt a 

hundred donors Qontributed to thll check. A memo1!'l&l pioture wall 

likewile unveiled at the progT8.!ll given in he.r honor on that day. 

Tho trs.med te.ttmonie.1 sUll hangs in the oommunity room of the 

Uotherhou58 a:t 8t . hanob. The Superior ul1ated by the ohaplain 

or the Longmont ~.811~ drew it up. ThU was Auguet 2, 1912. It 

read. : 

It'fhta te,timonial was voted tor p"8 .. nta
Uon on the ocoasion ot the 8t1'ver 
JubUee of her prote"ion to the Venerable 
MOther B. Theola · ... an expretlion c;t the 
COIJIIlUl11ty ' . "ppreoiatlon of her labor. 
and aooompli.hmlnt. aa a Beligiou. and a 
KotheI' and a. a Uemor1al of the dMp 
10ft and re.pect entertalnedtor bar by 
all her Si.ter. and a cOMtant. t;rnt 
prayer. Ad multo. anno.. • • 

21 . S.Z.A.C.A., Foliol Jubilee Donor., Jame. reoorded. and 

Fo11ol UGthel- Theola lnterri..,. Card 80. Reoopy made by the 
au1;h()JI' ot the Origillll.l 'nt1monte.1 that hang. in the oOlllllunit;y 
room of the Ifotberhouae at St. Pranoil . 

The oCllllllUllity oelebrated with great .olnnlt;y iIother !heola'. 

jubile. a. Superior General at the oongregation. At the x;rogram, 

memben ot oonvent Jl.\8io Department played Baoh ' I ft Jubilee Overture" 

and Herbert " "the Sel"ClA@." the oOJl'ntnt choir ta.ng "Glad r .. tal 

A 
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Day,tt "Avo 1I&r16L, ~ and II Juhilee BeUs. n A dramatiaation, "the Role' 
WQ~ 9~ue n. 

of St. 'flwola... In thia lat ter number« the ro... aymboUsed JIotber 

Thecla " love of God, love of the Church, love of lou18, love of the 

poor and atfl1cted, and her mother ' . 10vo. 22 

22 . S. p .A.e. A., roliol Kotber 'fMola Jubilee., Seleotionl quoted 
from the Jubilee Program p"Hrved in the tUU} a.nd 

The Ro .... of St. Theolal draJ!lll.t1.atlon in ""'1''' kept in fUu. 

It the audltori.\UIl proGram w" joyful, tbJ oeremon:le. held 111 the 

oonvent ohaP'll wer-e tar more llnpre8allve. The ,ent1ment, of all pre.ent 

wereexpre ... d 1n the.emon preaohed by the Vioar General of the 

Arohdiooe •• of Jlilwaukee, Uonfignor hrnard "",udt . The l4on.ignor 

did not want )(other fMola to listen to hollow phra .. 1 of praiae. 

So he 'dda 

"Should I attempt to e~ol }Iother theola 
to~ and .ing her praiael on aocount ot 
the !Ilan¥ undertaking, brought to a ha PW 
and luooe,.rul 1I1u. during the lcmc 
~arl ot her ino]llll.bene)" al Mother Superior 
ot your OOJ!lll1unity, Mould I alorlbe to her 
indefatigable and .. If- eaprltie1ng labor 
the _rveloul growth ot )"our eommunit)" 
I.Qd it, pH .. nt pro.perou. oondition, 
Ihould I in a word endeavor to "snit)" 
the luoee •• that hal crowned all that 
JIother theola hal done tor tbe we!tue at 
th1a ecanunity, I _ lure the good Kother 
in th$ hum1l1 ty or her }wart would r ... nt 
all tbil prai .. and .auld ha..,. JIIII exclaim 
with the Paa1m1.t. Ilion nobi. , Domine , 
non nob1t . . .. d nominl tuo da. glor1 .... ' 
' Jot to WI, 0 Lord, not to UI , but to 
~ name give glory. I (Pt. 113)" 23 

23. S.p.A.e .A. , Folio& SeJ'll'.on1l1 Uon.ignor Bernard fraudt , KotheI' fheola 
JubU •• Sennon, given to tho author by the lfon.ignOi'. It 1& at 
preHi£ pr ... rved in the aroh1ve • • 

.. 



Iloneignol" Traudt , conoluded his sermon with & wish -.bieh well 

8xprened that ot ,all the spil;"itual daughter. ot ~her Theola, who 

had eo taithtully fult~lled her obligation. aa a religioul wOman , ' as 

Superior (Jen ... al . The .citnnon ooncluded with the •• word. I 

fI~ you, ~ dear llother The ola , My you 
e~t1nue~1 ur .fruittulwork, and when 
th~ L,Ord U. you to your .ternal 
j ubilee ',' hea,",n, you will hear f r om " Hi. lip'" • Be talce. you to au Heart 

.' t~ wor~ ~ tVeni, .pon ... ChI'i"l. 
aocl~ co onam IJUIUlI tlb'i Dominu. 
praeptU'a :t in aet8TJlum. ' ,IOome , 0 
SPOUH otChr1at, receive the or own 
whi ch ~ tard hath irepared t or you 
torev.r! Amen . l it 2 ' 

24. S . F.A. O.'A., 'qUo: Ibid., Ibid., 8 

147. 
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In spite of the gI'eatnel. of anyone human being, in spite of 

the offioe. and dignities that one may have held, 8.11 .earthly thing. 

have an end. Mother thoola: had held 1(IIli3 of the highe.t poaitions 

in her COIIIlInWlit¥ and had had the unique privilege of ruling her 

oanueg .. tion of 1"$11g10ul women tor twonty .... 'nm you. , the longest 

on reoord in the a.nnal. of the oOlM\unlty af St. Franoll. There is 

no doubt that ahe might have held tho offioe ot Superior General 

for Ufe ha.d, t~ decree. of t~ r8'1i .. d canon law. ruled 6thernae. 

In the •• law. leg1alat~ for the duration of '!;he oftice of ,uperiora, 

Oanon 606, in particular, statu 1 tl preterellC)$ tor temporary ra.ther 

than pel'Jllf.1Uint .uperiar.. For the higher .upertors of a. community or 

oongreg..,tion ~t decl"$U tha.t they ~ eleotod tor It. "Certain limited 

t .eJ'm.lt 1 

1. The Reverend Charle. Augultine , O. S.B., D.D., A Cammentary on the 
New Oode of Canon Law, 3, 119, Oanon 605 

In a.ooordance with the rule. l&.1_d down by the Congrega.tion at the 

ROIIIfUl 001,4-1:, Mother rheo1a Aligned her offic. a. Superior Oeneral ot 

the Congregation of the S1atez-. of St. Francia of A .. ld, at 8t. 

Pranoi., Wi.oonain, on Honday, April 27 , 1925. 'l'ha.t day , the General 

Ohapter oonvened at the Uotherhou.. and eleoted Mother Mary Celestine 

a. Superior General . In turn, Kother 'fheola was eleoted as fir.t 

AuiJtant and Vioe.reU to the new Supe.rior General . 2 

2. S.i.A. C.A. , General Ohapter Book, Minut •• ot the PrOCe.dings Qt 
the General chapter. Thia book or minute. ia pr., •• rved in the 
vault ot the Motherhouae . 

., 



Fran 1896 t o 1925. during her generahh1p, 'Kother Theele. had 

seen the growth ot her oommunity to tour time. 1t. nUll1her . the 

8'tat1tt;\.caon fUe in tht;l ohanoery orrioe of the oommunity thawed 

the.t when Mother Theola e..aumed the off1ce ot Superior General , the . - ~... , 

community numbered llO~ When .he 1dd down tM key. and the ,ealor 

the St. Franoia community, in 1925, tho figure. showed the following 

member.hip. 

"Perpetually prof'e ... d aiater. 341 
f~porarlly prof"ea.ed ~i.terli 1,42 

Total othot.,led 818te1" 483 

Novice. 39 
Po.tulante 54 

Total Uemberlh1p 656" 3 

3 . S . F.A. C .A., Genere.l Che.pter Book, St&t1'1:I10. . Beoord in the .&me 
book nwntloned e.bove . 

Though MOther Thecla had atepped d~ fro. the higne.t oftioe 

of the ocmgregat1on. that of Supel"1o_r Oene.ral , ber intereat. in the 

weltare of the occnmun1ty , in the _l1'e.re of it. "r. did not 

d1mini.h. After.o long 80 gel!1erallh1p, it ' wa. IlILtI.lral that Uotber 

fheola mould continuo to 801818t in the direotion and the guidance 

ot the _bel" of the oormmmitye Ber uaual oonoern ...... hOWl!. in a 

letter written before the t .... ~ d.sv' of St. Francil of A"lI1 , 

September 29 , 1926 . She wrote i 

tlA1J!1 have to .ay ia th1. ; to e..aure 
you, deareat.lI'ter. , ot remember ing 
you individually betore the tabernaole . 
there I pr(lllJi.e to plead with Jeaua 
for you, a8ld.n& H1m to ble •• e.nd re
ward your devotedneaa and generHi ty 
toward me . Kindly ~meaber _ too 
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for the future :in your prayer , but 
e.pecially Qur dear Mother and the 
welfare of the Oommunity . " 4 

4. S.F .A"C.A, .. , Folio: Oiroular Lotte!" of Mother Thecla., 29, 1926 , . -

160. 

l'1vo year. pasaed,. ~hen the .ummona ot the eternal reaper' crwe. 

It WIll the daf on wh10h the Churoh celebrate. the tout of St . Joaeph, 

~tr'on ot the unberi!Uu Church, the blelUled patron of a happy dea.th , 

lfother 1h.Qla" "~t saint . " It was Wednesday, the 19th of .roh, 

the year 19~O. 

Throughout that lalt day of her earthly lite, MOther 'heola .a. 
Ulluaually joyful . She greeted every siltter Ibe met with a kind word 

and a hearty emile . She went from roan to roam, trom depa.rtrnent to 

department, and gave a bit or admonition here, a bit of advice there . 

It was ... though it were her farewell.. She, aho vi.ited the oonvent 

ohapel .evoral t1Jlle. that day and each time pai d .. .peaiai tributO 

to St. Joseph. Th&t afternoon, ,the remarked to 0$ of the ai.ter, 

that .he ... "lk1J:lt: good St . Jouph f<,r three wi.he.. Ju.t what all 

three wi.he. wre no one ever knMr. 

Finally, tGWaTda dusk, at the V •• per Rour, the bell .ummoned 

the ateter . at the MOther houle to ap1ritual r .. ding, a eplr1tual 

exerei .. held in the oommunity room. )lother Theola , too, had 

an ... H4 the "mgnon. of the bel~ and wa. ,pre,ent . Atter tha. ree.ding 

wa. over, Ifother Theole. tarried in the oommunity room. Because the 

IiIother General , Mother Celeet1:ne, .... gravely i ll &.t the time , .. 

her Vioara.s , ~ther Theol~ remained to .ol ve the ditficultie, 

and trouble. ot the .Uter. with whom she .poke . She talked rather 
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a long time with Slater, Vlta, for Siater Raa..gund1 •• who wa.. -'iting 

her turn, had lett the roOlll and returned a third tiJllG. At that 

l!I.OlDBnt . Mother Theella turned &.ntl noticed that S1ater aa.degundil lfli!.1 
~ , 

al.Q waiting to apeak to her. She ~diately oalled to Sister 

Ra4egundi. , "Slater, dld you want lomething?" Si.ter Radogundi. 

approached the dear Mother ond Sl.ter VitA with whQll lfotber Thecla had 

been _peaking. At the time, th.n, their pO'l1tion ••• re suoh that 

Mother theela h&!-d the plaoe ot honor in the oenter, ~ilter Vita being 

on her i"ight and Suter Bad.egundb on her left . When Stater Radegund1a 

presented luir question about tUl ~lbum 1ntendttd tor anapflhota o£tbe 

oommunity " mi.a1on in China, Mother Theola lUting her hand to her 
, ' 

1 

forehead a. 1f ' in pain replied., "What albUlll?" and at the _ m.oment 

dropped to tho floor, unoonscious . Tho two aliters preeent loon 

realised that JIother fhecla n:s dying . While , Sitter Vita. tried to 

apeak to !Iother Theola,. Sitter B,adegundi. ,ron hither and thither 

throughout the oonvent halh calling, "llother !Mcl$, 11 cl,y1ng . 11 
I ' 

She lent Slater habel, the tir8t one- Ibe ohanoed t ,o meet, to aummon 

the oonvent ohaple.1n, while ahe her.eU announoed the new. to the .. 
Superior General , ¥Other Cele,tw. Then.he hurrl.dly iummoned the 

nur.eI and all the ..wer. ot tM Oouncil and ~ other ai.ter Ihe 

met to the oOilllllun1ty room. But lirother 'beola 'ft' dying . Atttr 

reoeiving the la.t Ab.olution of the Church and ~r ... Unotion, 

o..tter a U.re of _orifioe e.nd good dtt.da tor her oommunity, after a , ' 

tlower;l.ng of the .. edt 80 oon.clent~ou.ly eown, lIeeile that _re white 

already to harvest, God iJUZitlllonel.\ Mother Theola to reward her at once 

to the eternal manalon. of the Bles.ed. for then wa. no denying the 
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fact , lIother ~heol& was dead. FrQln per eon to per.on the worda were 

pas8ed on and eoon re-echo.ed . throughout the con.,.nt hall* and room., 

Mother Thecla 1a dead! Mother Theola is de6\dl 5 

5. S.F.A.C.A., Foliol OOllCf)rning Death of Yother fMCla., Per.oll8.l 
Aocount of Sist~n' Radegundis . 'hh aooount •• reoorded by the 
author in an interrlew with §leter Radegundh in 1942. She wa. 
an ey...-itneas being pre.ont ill the oommunity room at the time of 
)(other fheo.la" death. 

Uother Theola, clothed in the holy habit of a Franoiscan, like 

the COlll.!lluzUty SeraphiC) Patron, lay on the tloor of the convent 

COl!rGlunity. room in death. She had faUen at the feet of the image of 

~r Orucified Lord, and near a pedestal on whiGh the .tatue of Holy 

Father Pr. .. noh .tood. !hero ahe met Siater De .. th. It was st . JOleph, 

the Mint to wlica 1iIother Thecla WlUI .0 devot~d, who oame on hi. own 

fea..t day, to acoompany ~h.r Theola· to the eternal nupt1al. w1th 

her Heavenly Spou .. , ·Jesul Chrilt~ ,It •• the , hour of twil1ght, at 

4:4S p.m. that Ifother Thecla ft. un1~d with her heannly Bridegroom. 6 

6 . S.F .A. C.A., Fo11ol llother Thecla Intervienh!: 0'ard8 82, 83, 12. 
Mother A"iatal),t Irene and Sister eyr1l1a '" verif1ed the'. 
aooount. 1n intervi .... made with them in 1941, and 

Letter announcing Mother ~hecla" death to the mission hou.es ot 
the OongNgati.on. 

II . B. ~ _Il'bor, of the OOlll'llWllty ~e .till living who recall 
the 1ncidentof lrl'other rhecla'. death. They haTe given the 
author all the information she did not w1tne81 per.oIlAUy. 
The author. who was attending olaaa .. at .YIu-quette Uni:verai ty 
at the time, returned just atter lIother theola had diecl. 
So the inoident. narrated a.re partly .. per'lonal aocount 
of what ahB her.elt witne ... d, 

.i 
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Death had com to Mdbher ,!,heola .uddenly. unexpectedly. But 

1 t had been her whh that 1 t be thu.. 'J.'hroughout her life she bad 
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prayed tor .uoh a death . She had aaid that a sudden death Via. not 

an unhappy death when one wa. prepared. In 1928, abe had written in 

her Chtistma. 1etterl 

"Let ua daily prepare for death , ' di. 
dai ly ' 18 e. good I»ditation and muoh 
_tter 1. ottered :in these two word •• 
W. must alway. u.e time well , tor .. 
mCllllllnt well used in .. good thought, 
a kindly word or aot , a little .. !t
denial , an .. ot 01' contrltion tor 
OJW ' . sin. J one act or lOTe ot ~od 
whioh 18 101m Ihall reap an eternal 
orown 01' joy, an ete~ God whom we 
shall enjoy torenI' . " 1 

1 . S . F .A.C.A., Foliol Cirou1ar Letters 01' llother Theol .. , 32, 1928 

LilcB other .oula favored by God, )(other fhecla hAd been forewarned 

of her death . Slfter Sab1na., one of the older members of the St. 

hanoi. OODllLUlll'tu , had heard the .torytrall J40tber Theola. ' a awn lip • • 

When Si.t er Ch1"i.tophA lay d.ylng, the -.Iaid to Kothe r !heols., "When 

thirty cam .. the t1JM 11 up . " fhe dying .1.ter did not tell KotheI' 

fheola more than that . A. to what the thiJity JOIIIant , whether the year 

1950, or thirty year. of life Si.terOhrhtopha. did not re ... al . But 

the prediotion ..... verified when )(other Theola. died in the year 1930. 

Si.ter S .. bina kept the incident .eoret, aa Mother !heol a hAd requested 

her, until atter the latter ' . death. 2 

• Si.1;or Oh1"iat opha. died Deoembtlr 1, 1908 

2 . S . r . A. C.A., Polio l conoerm.z Death of JIother !Mo1a, Prediotion 
of Mother f heol .. •·• &ath . ent to author by Sliter abini. 'the 
origInal t. written :!Ii German. 

" 



llabher !heola, a., early a.. 19a4, . • howed that elle was pt-epa.red 

tor dea.th. During the Lent ot tha,t year., a.tter two members of the 

cOltllllunity bad died rather unexpectedly, lIother!heola. in 'a -letter ' 

a.ddreued to the li,ter' OOlllll18nted. 

"All our .trenuoua ,duti.' , what are tbe.y, 
all but a preparation top 'that deoi.iv. 
~t. Att.r ,that there will be tor ul , 
II¥ dear Siltera, 0. happy union with our 
. Spoute, provided .... have 1'IOrbd, not, tor 
our •• lYe. or our own glory, but in union 
with our *Uttering Saviol' and to plea •• 
H1IIl e.l one . " S 

3 . S,F. A. O.A., ro110. Oiroular lAtter. ot )tother theola, 18, 192.4 
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The ... of Moth.r Theola " death .oon •• ad trom the oonvent 

hall. on, that Maroh day' to the nearby v111age ot St. Franoi., to the 

olty of 1!11w.ukH, whet"e it .. 4$ hea.dline. in the Oatholio and daily 

paperIJ, and to the outl14e world. The new. 0 .. u a di.tinot .hook 

to not oniy .the .18tera in the oOllftnt but to other. a. well . 

.i 

_verend Oeorp Begtntu.t, chapla1l1 J)t tlW St . Franoil oonv.nt, deolared 

that noth1ng in hi. priestly o..,..er had taken him.o unaware. as the 

Ia.d .UlIIII1OllI to acimini.ter the lalt oODlolatlone ot Holy Vothtr Ghuroh 

to Mothe .. !blle-Ia. . s.turtber Ald that when 8111;er habel rum_d to 

hie quarter. in the oonwnt and oried out -Mothe" Theola. 11 dyin,;, " . 
, 

he ft. l~e a. paraly,ed man and Vergll " word. were a. reality, "Ib'" 

v010e. a.dhered to II\Y throa.t . 4 

4. S . F .A.C.A., Folio: Conc.rn1n~ the Deat'h or )(other. Theola, 
Re'V'$i"Clnd Geor!. Regeau8a, In )IImorl ... , word. taken trom hi. 
CQJlterenoe whloh n. deltvorea:. on llaroh 30. 1930 in. the Convent 
ohapel . 
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LiTing relative. and 1l"1ond. of Moth.,r 'l'beola and benefaotor' 

of the St. P'ranoi8 C:oImllunity were intormed of her death through the 

article. in the nww.paper. and the following announcement. 

ttVl3.th ,reat .ol"raw we announce the , death 
ot our dearly beloved Mother Mary Theola 
fhren who wal called to her etel'nAl re .. 
ward on the Fea8,t of St. Jo.eph at rive 
in the sTening in the I1xty •• eoond ~ar 
of her age , e.nd the tOl"ty .. th1rd yee.r 
at hel" religiou, prOfo8,ion. Of your 
oharlty pray tor the repose of ,her eoul . 

F'Unel"1I.l .. rvice. ion the Oonvent Chapel 
WedJle.da.y, ~ch 26, at 10 o 'Ql ook 

S,Utero of St. Frenoh of A .. iti, 
at. " r~oi., W1eoons1n." 5 

5. S.F.A. C.A., Poliol Ibid., Announoementot )(other !heo~a " Death 

While Kother theola ' s body lay' in .tate in the 'oonvent mortuary 

ohapel , hundredl of p$reon'j both religiou. and la1ty, paid their 

1a.t hOlllfJ.,. to tM .• woman 'Ot extl"aordinary achie'YUents and beautiful 

oharacter. All exolaimed th&.t the S.t . Franoi. ,Community had .u.tained 

an irreparable 10... A. an expre.sion of thei r ~pathy, numberle •• 

• piritual bouquet. and Uaaa oft.ring. were depo.ited around her bier . 

BeI1C1e the JlIfUly spir1 'tinal ortering' and' Holy .. aea or the lII8mbera 

ot' hot' own oatll'nunity, beddq the unuuro.bere-d offeringa of thole donor. 

who preferred to re-.1n unknoWn, pr~.r. oftered tor the repole of the 

,oul of Yother !hecla included .eYeral thou.and Ho~ Ma •• ea and Holy 

Communion., Roaar1e8 j Litanie' j Bjaoult.tion'; various prayers and 

good works . 'I'he offering' on the u.. •• Oards ehowe<1 that thirty- three 

Requiem II1gh Ma .... and tour hundred and .. venty 1loly ...... were read 
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tor- the Npo. cit b aoW. ot Mothe::r' Thecla. lnecr1bed on the ofU"d • 

. Vl$re the. mae. at IGOr •• or .mber. of 'bhe AIIIor1otw. h1eftrQ~, ot'der. 

Wld. OO~*ti0n8 of l\iIJn andwomBIl_ hundred. ot ,achoal oh114ron 111 

ohvge or the Stater. ot St. trancia, lA7fD8n e.d lA~. ~ whioh 

WIre "lat1 .. , ot ffatbe:r 'lbeol& Nld. tl"18D4a ·1184 'beDetaotorill' of the 

St. Fiwlo1. ocnnun1 ty .• 

two OregOl"laz1l1u. otterlpg' were ott. Fed tor tM, 4$oR.84 Mother 

hcla, one trOll the Ar'Qhbhhop t, iN8i4el1ce at JU.lwa.ub8 , and one 

from her u.v1ng ... 1&","" The 1.tr . aX)4 .... &tl'1lllUl l'hren hm11y c8 

Watertoc. W1aoQns1n. A lMtnetactor had lwao oroll" in, the lwpetual 

Put1Qlpa'biCill at _he S. .... phio Ma.& A •• ocd .a't1on t or the .upport 01 the 

foreign O&puah1n m. •• ion. other ..... wre J'hd thro~hCNt the 

o01.Dltt7. ' '1'0 mention & tft at the place.e Oeau QhUl"oh, the Carmeute 

Church .t ltoly 11111, the Ar'cihbleop" ob.pel 1nJAlwaukee, the 

Qapuch1n 1bIa.rtery. the Salva1Klirlan YrmuUZOOf. the !'~ lIcmaatery, 

and the Bat10nd Shz1Jie &\t Vl'tl8htngton, D.O. G 

.. ~~~-.~--~~-.~~,~'----~~----------~. 

6 . S",F.A~O"A •• '01101 Ibid." ite:'rertm4 Geor",b,.ntu •• , op,. olt . , 4, 
O~reDOe J and 

Statlai»io, OIl t11e in the OOJlVent a:rohi ...... - Jla.1J o&l"d8, .pS-ritual 
'6'ouqiiit. . letter. of ~pa~ ~ .to. , the authQJ" reoounted the 
aarda to g.t the n\lllDer of ..... read and oheoked the plaoea at 
'Whloh tM,y _ ... reU_ 

- ---~ .-----~- - -- - -" 

,.tOi"8 ~8" Theola .. _ burled, whU., .fIhe .~n 1. 1n her ct.sket. 

the .. e _, em th8 window .ill of the ~. ohapel a.nO'thiU· mourner . 

It .. tbI!I oonvent 'qutrrel. • bad ... en a pet ot ~r fheol&' _. 

8lw had ted and oared tor ~ 1thUe .. __ &li .... cd wt1not told 

him abt wa. dead. W1thbQ1$ h1. ueual bre&kt." Of nut., the 'qui!'"l , 



too, paid hits ililent homage. Si.ter Lfa.ry John, a member of the 
. 

St. Franc'" oomunity, Wl"ote the following poem to oommemorate the 

incident: 

'lhe Oonvent Squirrel 

"Good morning, little aquirrell how *till 
You sit on ),[other ' , window .ill. 

tour nuts tor brea.ktaet won't be ted 
By Mother dear , f or she i.a d • .,d. 

Her death ,our hearts with sorrow till. 

But do not go a-way until 
me ,a.thor hanoi., 'OJl'lOone 11'111 

, ~pJ4'. your meal in, Uother ' 'is .tea.d 
This morning. little .quirrel . 

I lenow you'll want to pe.y your billj 
, , . So join our rank. though vQ.~d h chill. 

And when the tun' r'a.l tra:m 1.1 lod 
Along the .nowy path, then tread 

.oar 'Yirgin · pine. aoro •• the hill 
III Yourn1ng, Little equirrel .- 7 
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1. S .F.A.C,A., Poliol Ibid. , Si.ater IILry John, ,O.S.F. 'the ConTent 
Squirrel . Thill poem waf written on Maroh 26, 1930. 

em w.dne.dav, )larah 26 , 1930, hundred. at per. one, olergymen, 

relativel , lI.y.n and laywOlll8n, friend, and benetaotor., and. the 

date'r, of' the at . P'rmo1. Community and other oongro gati on., gathered 
\ 

a.t the Kotherhou .. to attend the tune_" · .. rrlo... 'he Pontitioal 

:Requiem Hip ••• wa •• ung by' !he Mo.t Benrend aul Rhode ,Bi.hop ot 

Or •• n Bay, Wileon.in. !he Right Rew'rend Ilon.lgnor hmard fraudt , 

a.dminiatrator of the 1l11waukee arohdiooe .. ft. a •• htant pri •• t. 

Reverencl Jichola ..... : $p1l"1tual Director of the Student. of St. 

Pranoll Seminary,. 8t.Franoil,· W1aoon.,in preached the ,.ermon. In the 

-.nctuary, presont at thP Rcqu1el!l. Ma •. s were .O'V.nty .. on~ p;rie.t • • s 



• Dc.oeal8d 

8. S.P.A.C.A., Polio, J,bid. , liew'pal?!r Cl1PP:t:'ia tram the 

Catholio Daily Tribune, March 29, 1930 

Oatholic fior ald, ~roh 20, 27, 1980 

Columbia, uarch 26; 1930 

JA11waukee JOUl"llAl# !&u-oh 29, 1930 

Wi.conlin New., Jlaroh 26. 1930. ' 
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l?911aw1ng the Roqmem JaIlS, a prooeuion wall formed and the membera 

of the Congregation of the Siaters of St. Frano!', of A •• iai, ' inol uding 

novioes and poatulanttl, men and women ot relig10u, ordera and oongrega-

tiona, _bert ot the diooeaan olergy, studenta ot St. lI&ry ' . AoadeDJY • 

• tudent. or St. hanoi. Seminary, the orphan boy, ot St. Aemil1an ' a 

Orphanage , living re1ati~. and the laity _rohed to the lSh&pel bt the 

Wood. Cel:D8t.ry, acljoin1ng the ground. or St. -'ranoh Seminary. St. 

Pranoi. , maQon.bl. Six mem.bera of the St. Pranch Oommunlt,y oarried 
. 

the caaket. Si.ter "rentia, 8i,ter Radegundi. , $1ewr Loyol. , S1.ter 

Vita, Slewr Jlatall .. , &nd Sister Rl1degundie . At the oemetery ground. 

8h HlIline.ry 4MoQn1l were pallbelU"ers.In .pita of the biting wind. , 

the .tUiging oold, -.nd the dr1f'tingenow, per.ou from allpo1nt. ot 

the oountry .toad by while Uon.lgnor Demar-d W.~r \ or Salem, South 

Dakota "'1d the ·lut prayer. tor ,the de~.al&d Mother 'lheola . !hen, 

amid the tear. o£ her rol1giou' daughter., }(other Theola·. earthly . 

remain. were low.red into the gr.," . 9 

9. The O'ftin't. enuaerat8d abo" were ob,ened by the author on the day 
It.elt. ULrch 26, 1930. 
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Immediately afWr the death aDi even atter the burial of Mother 
. 

'theola, hundred. of letter. of tribute were 1iIritten to honor her and 

to exprea. *YJIlpathy to the community for their lou. Promises of 

prayer. C&mfJ fran a.ll point. of the United State., Hpe.rated as ffU' 

a. from New York to Florida" Louiil1ana, Virginia, ltentuoky, :w."ouri, 

and Waah1ngton" D.C., from Wiloonain, !liohigan" Jlinnesota, 111in01l, 

Indiana, Ohio, and Ian to the tar we.tern state of California. 

Even far-ott Europe .at included. From triend. in R~ oame three 

letter. , two lettera oame t'rom Bavaria, Ge~, and one trolll 

Inn.bx-uok. AuftriIL. 10 

10. 8.F.A. C.A., 'olio I Letter. of Sym~thy. !he .. letter. are oon
tained in three t01I08-"'on8 forprest. , another tor l"elig1ou. 
oommunit1 •• ot "'01II$n, and a third t,nat ot' the laity. 

Since the •• letter. expre,s the Mntiment. at the per.ons who 

wrote tha, .ome abltract. tZ"<*l va.riou. letter, will be quoted. 

FrOll1 Bcmanmture Cardinal Cerretti" then Cardinal Proteotor ot the 

St . i'rs.nc1l C0III1!lUll1ty" oame thb _ ... ge I 

"lour letter ot Maroh 24th brought m8 
.. wry ... d ZlftI . I .bare .oat .1n
oerely the great .arrow ot all the 
OOllU'llUXl1ty tor the c1eath ot the exemplary 
JIother Theola who.e lite ft. alway. 
an 1napiraUon to eaoh 81.1' . I 
tully real1.e the great 10" you haTe 
,u.tained but the beloved Ubtber, I ... 
aure. w1llcontinue t o look upon he .. 
dear daughter. and to help t~ with 
her pr8iYert. •• I Ul oonvinoed 
tha~ the baa alreadY reoeived hlr 
eternal reward." 11 

.' 

11. S.F.A.O.A •• Fol10t Lettera of ~pathy, Clergy. I , B. Cardinal C.rret~i 



'fhi' wire wa. '.nt to Mother Cele.tiM trom Bt1ton Rouge , 

Louiliua, by Archoiahop Seba'ti~ Me ... r ot JI11wa.uke. I 

"bt he-.rttelt I!YllIpathy and oondolence . 
to your.elt and oommun1t,y on t.rribl. 
10'8 of YOther Theola. But don.t get 
dhoouraged the Lord ,,111 help." 12 

12. S.F.A.O.A., 11'01101 Ibid., 2, 'the Mo.t a.Terend Sab. G. Me.lID8r 

160. 

The Prov1nctial of the Teohl:\Y Community or Man, the Sooiety ot the 

Dl'rine Word ]~ot. a letter of sincere aympathy. 'the Provincial wa. 
convinced that a.ll tbe ai.tore would beredgned to God ' s will, l inee 

the RenJlmerator of the good would not 1-.1.1 to reward "fhis good re .. 

l1g1OU' tor all .be had done tor H1a work N1d oau •• on .arth." 13 

13. S . F.A'.C.A .• , Fo11ot Ibid., $, lie.,.rend ~. lfagllpl.l, S.V.D. 

_uine gri.t tl11.d the hMrt of a Sal •• ian "th.r ot V.n. Don 

Bo.oo, Rever.nd W. Verhalen. ln hi. l.tter dated lIu-oh 27, 1930, 

one r.adel 

ItOb' but lt hurt _, ye., hurt ia no 
word t9 axpr ••• ~ t.e11ng.....-wh.n 1 
toundthe notio.or lIlY ' 'good td.nd" 
death, tor th., Vena KotheI' !hech, only 
recently wrote to ... Yet]; .. con
.oled tor I know herlplrit and know 
that not only I am pr~lng tor her but that 
the 1, alae pray~ tor you and .. in 
olo .. r oontaot with Ood.- 14 

14. S.F.A.C,.A., Follo: Ibid., 5; Reftrend W .• F. Verhalen, S.c . 

Reverend Aloyl1u. K. Ziegler, Pro1'e'8or of H1.t~ at the Catholio 

Univeraity or !met-ica. Walthington. D.O., promi .. d to read a Jail at . . 

the .hr1ne of the IlIIDaoule.t4t Oonoeption tor the repose of the 80ul or 
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)(other Theola . He wrote that the oon"n1o had been hi ... ed in having 

her guidance ,for 80 many y.ar~ 6Ul,d bdieved ~hat her _mory a. well 

al her inteJ:'C88aion would be a. r~oh inhel"itanoetd her eomunlty. 

Fa.ther Anthony, a 'ranoiaoan priest, of GrNld Rapidl , Miohigan, .ent 

the .. eaum.ar:iOe that hS Vlouldbe proud ' to pny tor lier whom he had 

all'VaY1f ette.-d in l.1fe &;nd "who _$ e.l~, e. re&l .iater to the 

brothei'hood of whloh I I.YtI e. mtl!~ber. If 16 

15 .. S .. F,A.C .. A" , 'oU.o~ Ibid., 6, B,ewl"Ctnd .Uoyliu' Ziegler. and 

Ib~d. , ." ,ath.r Anthony 

; 

In an interv1ew with Reverend Jonph Koelte'r. ohildhood ,ohoolmato 

and friend, ,the writer ...... "nt thU eetimt.te Qt the deon.ed relig1ou. 

ten year. atter her dea.th I 

MKother Thecla lila' a t .. ue rel1g1ouI, ' dWll¥' 
t .. ~thtul 1n every re.~ot to Mr high oall
ing. She ft' kind &nel .0U..,1tou. t~d 
her SUtera of ffhOD! lhe 'liad ohe.rge .. She 
..... tr1endl.y and graoioul to all . She .a. 
elpHlailY, lntercll.ted ~ the wlt""ot 
her ">ligtau. Ol'der , of whioh ahe .... the 
lfother otZMtral tor ma.ny year •• •• " 16 

16. S.F.A. O.A., Rew .. ~nd Jo.eph IQe8te .. , Jladison. W1soondn, Eat1_te 
of yother theOl~ cSated July 22 , 1941. fhi. elt1mate WII..I WTltten 
\3Y J"equcst t)f t author .• 

'1'he expre·a.1on at Iympathy ot the clergy oan be.t be oonel uded 

with the lette.r .. nt by Rewrend Pl"a:nob &mtrloh, Bart , W.Ohigan. 

lie wrote. 

"So good and lie4.ntly Moth ... 'Mola 11 
nq .l.onger with u.. 1I0llt muoh I aha11 
.u,u btl" to whOD! 1 .0W1l .0 muoh , • 
tr~at friend end greateat benetaotor 
$.fter mine own dear mother ... . 

" 



lUJ'V. dear !lother, I Qan under.ted your 
.orrow and, grief at the 10 •• ot IUdh a 
-Jaintly, auoh a noble, 'uch a ' ~et " oul 
and I haften to oonvey to you and the 
IOrrawing eom unlty lI'\Y deepe.t aympathy 
and lI\Y poor prayers. • . ' ' 

P.s . Plaoe tor m&, pleaae,a .pr1a& 
flower upon the noble heart ot aeT. 
Uoth.r !heola with a Fayer of gx-eet-
1.xlg trexa me • She alny,jh&ll ~re a. 
~Oftll dear mother' in the Va .... for 
the family. a 17 

17. S.F .A.C.A.~ Poliol tetter. of Sl!p!thy--Clergy& ~. Reverend 
Franci. immerioh. 
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Although l18ny oth-.r letter. "'1"8 reoeiTed trom both regular and 

diooeaan olergSr, 1t would be impoulble to quote trOll abloat a halt

hundred letterl. .ot ~ t1re ~e reader emly a fn ot the letter. , 

.ent by oOllllllUnitle. or reUglou. women tran Illinoi., Wiloonain, 

K1Dneaota, and lfil80uri will be oited. 

Jfother liary 1xle', Superior <Jeneral at ile Holy hmily Convent, 

lIanitowoo, W1aoclI18in promiaed the p~er. ot her oommunity and wrote 

that to the departed Mother fheal .. Gould be applied th1a text a 

.. 

.. 91 .... d are the dead who die in the Lord, tor the,1r work~ tollow them." 

Apoo . lICb:. 13. Koth.r Seraphine, St. Ji~.e ConTent, La Cro .. e, Wlaoonl1n, 
, , 

too, r.a11,ed tbe.e.cr1tioe the Lord had ILWd of the St . i'ra.noia 

Community . She 'begged JIother Cele~lne, tortitied with the graoe of 

the Lord, tha.tlhe would "lIip4tak a tearful 'nat • and t •• l that Be and 

He only 11 the .tatt on whom to lean." Sh.told Moth.reele_Une to 

plaoe hal' tru.t in the SILored Heart · ot hau. and oonol uded. "1141 18 the 

.atrength of our .. alene •• , the wi.dom of our teebie under.tanding, the 

.trong arm of our hu..n trailty." 18 
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18. S.F.A.C.A., Folio, Lettera ot8l5?'=thr--1Ie11g1oua" 1, Uother !tLry 
Ine, and 2, Mother ,iU7' S.raPhine. 

" \ 

Sia:ter IIary Jo •• ph or Saint lIary" ltolpit&l.Rooheatftr, m.i:mesota, 

.ent thla me.eag. to, the cQmmunity: 

"We .hare Y,Ol1r $orrQW a. we .hare your 
10ft and admiration at ReYfr.nd Moth.r 
Theola WhO" d&btor. '" ar. tor' -.ny ld.ndne.... a. _11 a. tor the in.pin
tion that her noble charaoter .nd her 
pi.V a.lwa;y' i1l).parted to thoae who 
oame in 'oontact With ' her. It 19 

19. S.F.A.O.A., Pol1o.lbid., 3, Sitter Mary Jo •• ph 

Sbter • • • loyd .. , St. Agn •• Gonwnt, rond du tac,Whconl1n, 

a'1Jl1red t~ c,ommunity that Hather Th.ol .. •• loul met with a "lO'f'ing 

weloome, tTa. Jl1m whom. .h. h&d l'a1thtu).ly ,.n.d .inc. her ohildhood", 

and recaU.d with p1ealur.t the genuine ho.pita-lity .he alway. ex

ten.d.ed to _ber. of ber OOllJ!lunity v.tJ.en they v1dted' St. Francia. 

' ina.Uy,a. ""'17 perianal letter cU18 -,trOll1S1tter Ya.ry Ang.l .. , 0.8 .F. , 

Good Qo~"l II1gh School, Chlo~o. 

"Ood hal win.d it eo; theretore 811 rill 
be done . Thh .ubl1me .xpI"«!lIion u 
),oui'" 1n the angui.h ot your ,aotitio. J 
it 11 al.o your Silter. ' --but, Koth.r, 
it 1. =iDe, too, 1 r.p' .. t it ... p1Dg • 
• • • !low dear to me h.r fr:l..n;dthlp .... , 
and how d •• ply the tabu ot it, that 1 
r.o.l .... d , tOUGhed 'II¥ h.art • • • • 

What oondo1.no. oan I ott.r your good 
11eterl who have been ab~ ~ul1y to 
Ul1@rltand and "ppreoia te the purl ty 
and beauty of the Spirit lriUoh •• 
juat pa ... d trom among you? .. .. • 
fo 111m, who hath tabn to the &nUl at 
Ii. 10ft our mo.t dear lfotlwl" !heol .. 
I oan alone oommend you all . - 20 

,; 
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20. ~ .F .A .C.A •• FoUo: .\bld.~ '. 81.ter H. ,A,lO¥A,_. C.S.A.; and 6. 
Si.tltr IIIIiZ7 Angela" O.S . ,. 

attar. a~o 06D8 trotll the ldty. Relat1vst •• tr1end., and bene

taotar. Mnt ~~ note. of .orrOW'to the 90ll111l\.1n1ty. Among the .. 

letter. trOll edt trOll the Pre,ident of th.e lIll_Uk.. Arohdl00eean 
~ .:.. 

Ooun~l1 or OathoUe WaIIIIn,W.e. Kathedne W1111... 'the Oounoll 1s1 

.s Wlll.1au t ~ united tl:eir prayer. 
I 

, "With the tb~ at othor.1Iho ban 
experlen0e4 (HothIr Theola t.) ldnd 
OOO~l"&tioo and 9IIu.roUit au.pport 1D 
!wI" work .. S .. Shtttr of St. Freno1a. 
10 ... ld,q our dear Lord. to gram bel" _.mal. Nit" and to oc:mte~ upon h.,. 
h r10h rftaZ"4' dUif hMr long year. 
or ""toe. It 21 

• • • • . 1 I 

21. S.F.A .. c.A." PoUo, fAt_not Sl15!:k-W!;i, 1. BU, Katbdl"1ne 
Will...... Pree1dtmt. 

Ii. eUd.lv MIi. oame fS'Olll tho Catholio lIuItruo1ilart League of 

Jal_ulat.. !be note ot the leagUif lauded her t&1thtul .. nice and 

nbeaut1t'ul Q,Ulple at Catholic ~ooCl 'and perte9t101'l 1n tJw re-
, , 

U gl0U81U'_ . " iI:zp"u1ona of regret Q8U tro. the Board or D1reotor. 

and ortioor. of the ~.t ~'l1aoona1n .at1.o:aal Bank. KUwaun.. tram 

1.1\" . Stemper at the U11aukee 'Churoh Supply Com~. boOla the E. 1;(. 

I..ol'ImItu OOll~. St. Paul, Uimlo.ota, and from lIr. S. P. KUIl8elmann 

of tho Kuzael.aDn BaNr Coapu:Ly" Ml1_UkM. ' Ifat. Ku.n,.lann. in hi. 

l etteJ' to Sliter Xl&bel, Mminli1ttatrb o..ftJ. or the COIIIIIlUni1V. 

6&'" thie tribute to l.tothor bola, 

" 



"lou know, Stater ll"~o.'l,, l ju.t, l~d 
her . I thought *h. waf one ot the , 
great.at' Sister. I have ewr met and 
X ~n met eo' gr.a.t ~ or th ... It 22 
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22. S . F.A. O.A. , Polios Ibid. c 2, Sipu;ci ~ Aman, Cor . Seo ' y to Mis. 
:ratherine Wllliuls. Pi"esident ot tl1e OathQlic Inatruction teague 
of Kiln •• , !:Uld ' , , 

Latter, 3, 4. 6, 6, 7, eigned by the peraant ~lOned' abcwe. 
,_ .1._ L " _ ~ _ _____ ~ ____ -'-. _~._~ _ . ~_~ __ ~~ _ __ . ___ .. _ __ ~. __ ......:........ 

1he ,.u-1lc1ng teatll1loniale 'ftXpr .. sed by the., JIIiUlY people to the 

mem:ory of tho, departe~ ~obher '.1:1:180,1 .. can ,l>e conoluded with , ~o better 

atatement than ' that _~ in a conf.re~ :bY the Spiritual Direotot of 

St. Franol .,Oanvent, Rewr.nd Georg,' Rogentua. . In a apeQ4.al conter-

enoe , entitled In lfamoriam, ;,hioh Pather bgeJltu,., ~l1~red t~ 

Sunday atter the burial of Mother rheola. he eulogiaea her oharacter 

and la.bor-.. md aohle~nt.. ·fht. follow1~t; i. ~ut Olle or the JlIIil~ 

J?8.uag •• wh1Oh could be 'q.toted,. 

"Hlr po~lt1on aa MOther a.n.ral brought 
her in oontaot with high and 1011', 
priellt. and laymen, bu~ ,verywhere abe 
cowed a genuine ret.rve, a plea!t1ng 

, hurzd,.Uty, oons1dere.t1on tor the opin
ion. of otheri', whioh < ~rmea.t.d hal' ' 
3al_.,_t~ on •• , She ' ~w the opportune 
llKIlJfjnt to .peale. • • I Her Prtmoieoan 
h~11~y and Je.u1t pol~~ - enabled her 
to QQ.meree with oardinale', bi".hop " 
pr1.1ft., -.n4, 1~ ,~l1ke . No per .QU 
.... eo pOOl" or ,1111wrate ... to eHap! 
her ~ot1oe , and oongenial greeting .. " 23 

23 . S.F.A . C.A • • 1"01101 QOM.~. Death ot l&othtir !heol .. , 
Reverend o.~g, RegeiltGi. , cmrerenoe rn "'odiill dii1vered 
SUJ1cSav , JIuo'oh 30, 1930. 

.. 
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One llI.WIt pa.. by the tribute. or .the member s ot her awn oommuni ty • .: . 

They will be revealed in the Book or Lit. , here&tter . But betide the 

v~itten eulogie. , there standi a l~k to MOther Theola" memor,v 

on the oon .... nt grov..nda . It 11 a Grotto of st . franoh ot Allin . 

l.fzo . Jacob Wen.1n,ger ha4 it erected in her 1II8mOl')" beo&ute he thought ahe 

... a the moat maniilou. W'OIIII&n he had O'Hr _to 

Along with. the oO!lmlun1ty ' . re_mbranoe ot Mother fheola 18 an 

annual aequie. 1:Iigh Ma •• to be read on he.r &ruu:ni'1&r.1 in perpetuity. 

!hen there are the lDItMntoea ot DU\Y unreoor ded ~-.y.ra and the und¥ing 

lcmt ot hIIr own Pranoiloan 4&ughtera in rel1,ion . fo them her .mory 

Ihall ewr be ble ... d . Por to them her name . bal l ne.,.r die . 
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Annotated Bib~iograp~ 

Pto1mary SotU"oe' 

The st. Francis of A.ai.i Convent Arohive., at St. Franci. of 
A.,iai Convent , St. Franoia , Wi.oonain. 

I. l'he,a. archive, will oontain all til. d~UJIl8nt·s pertaining to the 
entire hi.to~ of the oongregation tince it. founding in the dioce •• 
ot ldl-.ukee in 1849. At present , under the oaption of Mother JI!rl 
Theola Thren, O. S. P. (1868- 1930) SUlMJl'icr General of the Oongrega
tion of the !atera at tut 1'h1rd Order ot st. francis ot Asli.i, 
Silters of~nabo. and Gharlt,y trom 189S- 1926 documentar,y material 
i. filed in the following 'olioll 

1 . Wa:tertown mlto.,.: 7h1a folio oontala 

A.Watertmtn, Wi.oons:t,n Centennial Pamph1at 1836- 19$6 
!hi. pamphlet oontain. the highlights of the history 
of Watertown from the time of it, founding in 1836 . 
Slnee )(other '!'hecla we. born in watertown, tht 
plpDphltt wa ...... 1uab1e to the author in gleaning in
formation on the plaoe of her birth and the progr ... 
_de ina hundred. year. in Willoondn· . one- time 
.eOQUd largest c:l ty. 

B. Goldene. Jubillum 185S &rinnenmg. reler 1903 
Thi. boOklet printed to oommemorate the fiftieth 
ann1verla:'Y of the found1ng of st. Henry" Ohuroh at 
Watertoum, WiManain gave valuable intormat,ion ooncern
ing the pa.to:n who direoted tho ohuroh during KotheI' 
neola " youth. It alao ft. of aid in determining the 
foundation of the pari.h sohool -nioh MOther Theola 
atten4ed. 

c. Oatholl0 aerald Oiti •• n Cllpping- -December 13 , 19'1 
A write- up about the centenary of St. Bernard" Churoh 
at Watertown, Wiaoon.in. The t1me of the founding ot 
St .• Henry " Churoh i. aho lII8ntioned . 

2 . Ear;J.r Youth of Mother Theola, !hi. folio oontain. 21 
Card. reoordiiii WcrmaUOl'l dealing With the period 
1868--1884. 

A. Information oonoerning the parent., brother and ai.ters, 
girlhood inoidenta , influenoe ot the pas.tor, entranoe 
into the Convent of st. Franoieat St. Franoh, 
Wi.oonain, po .• tuianoy and novitiate and dutie' or 
teaoher and m.tre •• of Postulant. or Mother fheola. 

" 



168. 

The material goe. up to l40ther Theola " eleotion 
to Superior General of, the Community of St. Francia. . 
!h1. information wa, .eoured by the author trOlll 
living relative., cla.amate., pupili, and members of 
St. Franois Con'Y8nt who were olo.ely a .. 001at8d with 
!-he deoealed Mother. ' 

a. Band- written paper.' or incident., recalled by lfother 
theola' •• i.terMargaret, Mr • • JO"ph ae1nehr, ot 
the early ohildhood happening' ot Mother Theola.. 

c. Band-written paper. given the author by Si.ter Coletta 
a _ber ot the oODlluni ty ot St. Fran01,.. They oon
tain inoident. pertaining •• peoially to the early 

, year. or Kother fheol.a f . lit.. ' 

D. x...tter ',ent to the author by Silter Bernard in re'ponle 
to a que.tlonnaire lent 'out in the monthly publication 
the Convent Hews or St. Franoia ConTent . Shter re
oall. aohildhood exper1enoe of MOtherfheola and 
WJ"lte, 1t up . . 

E. Typewritten paper sent to the author by Stephen J. 
~ll.r of Cu~, W1e~on'lnj IL pupil of IIother 
Theola " back in 188S. It contain. an incident that 
ooour..-d 1n the ol&8aroOlll. or !&other Theola at the 
Sacred Heart School, St . Franoi., .boonsin. 

s. Yother Theola Interview., fhi. folio oontain. 90 oard, . 

A. In respone. to thirtHn que.tionl prepared by the 
author j prie.t., ~r. ot the oommunity at St. 
Vrano1a who lcnew or were direotea by Mother Theola in 
her lit,time , and laity gave what information they 
could oanoern1ng JIo'tMr 'llwola ' I lite , oharacter. 
and .orb. About fifty per.ont _re 1ilterv1 ... d 
durin& 1940-1942. 

4 . llother,"!beda 'l'raltl' fhi. f o110 oontaln. 19 Oudl . 

A. ' tntonnation in tht .. Oard. waf gben the author 
throUgh further interv1... . A. the tltleauu .. t., 

I tbl. group ' at ,cs-.rd. lSonta1u th4ing. on tM ' partio
ular oMraoter1.t10. at Mother theola, luoh a. her 
&tti tucW toward h.r inter1or.. hei" ho.pi tali ty. her 
re'plot tor prie.t. . eto . ' 

s. Jlather Theola Admin11tration 1898- :"1926. i'b1.' follo oontain. 
76 bard.,. 

A. 'I'b ... oard.. are u~ed by year. and oontain detaill 
of building. put up. improvement I _de , and happening. 
that ocourred during the Oeneralth1p of Mother 'fheola . 
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Some ot the intohlation in the.. oarel ..... g .. thered 
'by Silter u.ry Raymond . ... mbor ot the cc>mDiunity 
'Whoapent .... ral 78ar. 1n ooll.oting _t4rla.1 tor 
the oOJalltunlty annab. Her tind~ ...... pre.ened 
in a book 'Whioh 1. kept 011 t11.. The prioe. paid 
tOJ* repair. and new ·bdlding. ft_ "eurd by he, trom 
the. F1nanoie.l Ao.oount. or tlul ooXlllllUXlit,y. ' 

6. COIIII'I\unitz Fer'.ODMl tc! 1898 

A. . thU toUo oontain, the PlJD80 of '.me. .u~r. 1n the 
~t,y when lIOt.her '1'heo.lA Mea. SuperloJ" o.neral 
1:n1898. ' It ba reoopy or the DaIDI, tateJS tr~ thll 
Reoor-d 800k of .Prot' ... 1 011.. ~ 001'3' ft._ .a. in 
196& tor the s.r .A.C.A. by JotMr Celestine. 8e08-
tat')' to Mother General • 

.,. C ..... n1a1 and DiJ'eotol'll 

A .. - "'hit o:ere$On1.1Ll conta1nltd in thb foUo 11 the 
ceremonial that 1. ~ed at ~. reeeption or po.tu. 
lNI.t.ts, at the rel1g1ou, prote"ion, and the eltotion 
at the Uother a.neral u4 ~J" COUMl1 at tha$t. 
Pn.nca or A.nU1 Oon .... nt. st. 'ran01l, Wi.eon.tn. 
It .... otigin&Uy oolllPQftd anel witten in Oeru.n 
'by the Uott Rev. , .. X. Kat'eF, late Arohbithop of 
JalwauDe _ It ft. tran.lated into Engl1.h by the 
Spirt tual D1reotor ot the $t'. halleh Communi tv. 
Rev. George Regentu... It wa. utled by the author 
in CloweoUon 1ri.th the .1~0Jl prooe4U1"8 ot lIothel' 
!hecla. 'lho~h 1~ ft. publhJwc1 in 1914. the 
.hotton prooedure ~. pruU ... l1y the ... at the 
ttm. ot MOthe~ theola'. electlon in 1898. 

a. 'lhfiD-lrutory 1. a u.ogapJwd book that oontalna 
"tlc1t a 11.t or the ho" •• ot the oongregation 
and the.Ute ... ai .. 1oned there. a ohronologioal 
arJ"&Jl& .. ent or thlt hOUle.' with tJwdate ot tJw1r 
toundation. per.ODM1. nUllbei' ot pqpU •• and looa
tion. ' T() aeolrtain the n\Dllber* ot tchool. and 
heua.. aooepted by iIothel' !ru..la th1. 41reotor.y 
or 1926 ..... u.ed. 

8. ~t, Colora4o--St. JHeph' '* AOadaT 

A. Si.ter' Rayaond write-up about-the founding of the 
uadeJqy_ Information at_tet' ,..oe1ve4 tram. the 
tollotr1ng illateJ'" who _re mUI10JWel to Longmont 
when the.ohool •• t~.t organbed. Sittel' Eugene, 
S1.ter Jos'phine, Sbtel" An.1m, Sbter Emerita, 

. Sioter teonlda. 

< 
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B. Clipping' trClll theLFt· 0&11. 'Looalln.paper • 
. Dat .. not ... cordAJd~ · , .. ari10lei oontain intorma:
ticm about the ' puroha.. of the propeJ't)r tor thAi 
aoaclANlvand ' the n....O,hool to bf open-d by ,tn. 
Suter,. of St. hanei •• 

·0. 'Tho 1'0110 abo contain. a photograph of the aoadeJI\Y 
at the til1le 01' .it. opening in 1906. 

9. S;rmon •• 

A. ,s.~ poeaohed 'by the It. ~.,. .. ..,1" .JOeeph Raine .. , 
V~U a.nel"al of the l6.1wauke,e ' Arohdlao •• e , On th .. 
000, ... 108 of the ble •• ing ~ the additiOn to ·the 
oonvent at at. ,ranc.it·. lcnown a'. the ' SQuth W1ng.' 
AprU 2'7'. 1916 . 

B~ 'S-mon Fel.Ohed by .at . Be • • "gr. leZ"n&i"dtraudt, 
VioarQeneJ"al of the ilil..-ukee Arobd1ooe •• , on the 
oooa'1on (jf the JUbile. 'enini ofllothltr Theola a. 
SUpeF:l.OJ' 0._ra1" July 10 •. 19U~ Although the date 
ft. rightly April 11, 1925. the prbCJ'&IJ and oelebra
tion ft. po'tponed untl1 ~ lUIIIZII8r '0 that tbe 
-UlilO11arie. ldght bt pnMilt'. . 

10 •• ~l 8oho~1 ancl 'eaobe .... ' Inltitut,r Ihl. tolio oontain. 

A. OtltUne ot Studl". hlgh .ohobl a.n4. no.--1 OOUl"H tor 
St. :h"aneb ~f A"ili Jlonul &ohool at St. froUlOia, Wil. 

B. !eaohe ... ' ;tnatS.tute Bullet1il.fh1e bulletin oontain. 
the ani"!'·' ,oOJlllli t'tee. aDd. ... s..n.tr, em the Board of 
Ecluoatloa and the 1 •• ·.on. to be prepuea fa.,. the 
cH.tferent .ubjilot. in the grade,. It tight oorre.poM 
to a mo __ rn oour" at ~d~ •• 

c. Roll 0&11 of the teaohera pre.ent at the teaoher. ' 
Conhteno •• eaoh 8Qmer fro. 1900-1901. 

D. Jf1nute., or the t.acher8' Oontel"enoe • . held lJ1 1901, 
1902, 19).3. 1914" 191&,191:7, 

B. Querl~. of St . i'rNloi,. tRaher.' Oonference.. !hit 
boOle 'oontain' eeTentY'-n1ne que.tion. that were di.ouued 
at the oonterono ••• 

11. !)onor. to tho ,-lubU .. L1br!!l l!'und ... -1928-.. and f'1rn Briok ...... 
1912 ' . -" ---
A. ~~, tq1io oontab1t t~ ~. and amount ocmtJ'ibuted 

b.r eaah to the MOther fheola JUbile. 11bFary tund. 
JulY" 10. 1923. It inoluded as .-mbe.,.. of the hieraron,. 
10 in.tltut1On1 ILt St. Fran.ol. and in the State, 14 
outlyiDc Id •• ion., and 80 triend. and be_taotor •• 
the tund. total.... ' .1'80.75 
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12. liQther 1'heola 811,,"1' JubU ....... . other G,eneral 
, . 

. A.1'hu ,folio oontains tht DOW of the Jubil •• Prosraa 
,gt..,.n to honor Jdother Thecla Q'D .the oooaeion ot her 
S11Ter .Jubilee a. SuptU'1OF a.ural of St. f1"arlcl. 
COil'99nt on July eo. 192$. fhe 'dat. *-he aotually 
took th8 generalahlp ft8 April!1 a 1898 . 

B. lo.e. ot st. Tbeola, a. coW of the dramati,at1o.n 
giYen on ine aame ooca.ion. 

\ 

la. ·'lu· Bpiclem1e of 1918 '~lol 

A. L8tt.r Written by Shter lIaJy )t1cso~a, IrIIIt1Dber of tlW 
~OlIImUXlity . to Jrother Theola 011 1IO'f. 6, 1918. "'hi .• 

. btter eont~in.\ paJ!'t1oular8 ()t the , .or k ciqne by the 

. 'utltre at Sterl1ng, Colorado dur1q the epl4eudo 
ot 1918 . 

a. Lett~ wr1tt.n by Stater Shter JlaryJul1a. _'bel" ot 
theQOlb!!lunity, to )Iother Thaola ~ NOT. 8, 1918 . It 
cumt&in. further Wt),.tlon o.o~e~1ng the .ta.tul 
and 'Work ·of .h~r. in SwrUns. (1010.,.a-40 during the 
.p1dem10. . 

c. Clipping tT,am Adyoo .. te •. Sterlbc" "pIorato, local 
nowlpap.r. 1he cUpping giv .. ct._ill ot the 
;.otion ot the" olty eounoil t.o oheolt trut "tlu" 
.pl~o there. 

D. Lttter written by aev. Niohola. J . J;l&hlmann. writt." 
to lIfdtber ' l'Mcla trOlll · ~k.ton. SoutbIkkota on Nov. 
5. 1~18 . the lettei' thank, Mother t or ghine: her 
·daters pttl"lll1adon to riur •• the '1ok d1,ll'1n& the 
.... "t1 u:flep1dea1~ " , . .. . 

).4. Pler .oaal Letter. ot Mothe, fhifola . 
'. 

A. fh~ tol,1o oonta~:Q.pei"OPAl letter . 'W1"lt~ by 
MOther !Mola her a_l t to otlwr. . ~ cOftr the 
P ar" 1906 to 1910. the lan, one,... wr1t~n to 

<' Stater ~hola.Mr tM dN before the died, JIt.r.h. 
l 8, 19~0. " 

15. CS;roular ,Letter' or Mother ,be,la. 

J: .. Llttt ..... 4t01Ilpo •• d by. *ther ~~l~ · u4 ' • • nt to the 
hou .. a ot tho ootmmmity . 7he,y conr the year. 1920 
t o 1929, &3 page' in all • . 

.. 
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16. ec;ancetningl Death of l40ther _~clal 'this i"0110 oontaiIli 
, . 

A. Write-up of Sis-ter Sabina, in CleJ!JlllUl, relating to the 
prediotlon o£ Mother Theol. .. '. QOzd.n.g death. 1941. 

lI . Dtatb of Mother, TheC)ia a. related to thfJ author by an 
eye,-wltn .... Steter ae.de,g~di., ... _mber. of the ' 
oonununity. ' 

P,. Announo~nt (printed:) .ent to oU'Uideril eoncerning 
the death Qt l4o'bher 'fMcl .. , 

n •. Cll"cul~ Letter dated ~ch 19, 19S0 whioh announoed. 
, Yother theela. · . death to the ho~ •• of the C)QlmIl'imlty. 

a. ii, SUI!llI&J'y ~ 'the Hol)" Ma.... otttred tor the rep~. 
ot the ,foul of litother\'heola. 

F. 30mB .p1rltual bouquet. and prayer. recited tor the 
.ou1 of Mother Theola by oongregation. 01 rel.1giou • 
.,XDltn and •• hool ehUdre.n. 

Q. 'l'he Oontereno. entitledXn, .l!l0l"it!m gi .... il by llev . 
G9org$ }iegentu •• on _.haO. 1930. ' 'The .ermon 
extol'd the dead MQthe~ :!1.'heola end otteredeonaola
t1011 to' tM b4Jreaved OOli!.tUun1tf. 

. it. 'The poem fhe Convent ~q.\llJ"r.e .. l. wrl tten by. ~U •• ter ."".. 
lohJ;l. __ r or <the oommunitY on *-reh 26, 1930. 
Mother 'hecla _. ly1X!g dead. 1.11 the mortuary oha.P4l1 
tnber ·pwt,.t tbe time. 

,X. O,l,tppi~. "el.the to Bother Theola'. tun.ral trom 
the toUcnring new.pap81"1H 

1. Catholio n..Uy 'r1b~ ..... cb. 29. 19,30. 
2. Oa~ol1o lfere.:14, ~oh 20, 1910 •• reh :21. 1930 
th Qol,.1,,-.. Gen\U pubiication:--Jlarch 26, 1910 
4. )(11",,,,*e. Jout"nal, 1Iaroh 20 •. 1930 
i. WiaooMln N4nJe:. 1(ari)l!. 26, 19~Q 

17. r.tt.r. ot ~thy~-_bei". ~ the hiet'aJ'O!1l" 

J.. 1'hi. foUo oontdn, the torty .. rou,r letters wri:t:ten to 
}loth .... Celut1ne" SUl'*11<n' .00ntJralot the oolllJJ1Ull1t)" 
and to tn. .lster. ~r the death bt Mothe!' 1'hecla. 

· t.legrNII ar ... l,ao inQ).uded •. 

la. ,!etter.of SeiAthy=-R.,1.1giou. "OIII8J1I 

A. thi. folio oontain. i8 lett.r.~nt to the aOl:lllllUlity 

by oommuniti •• of .,1a1t.r. aftel" the <:loath. or Mother 
bol,a. . 
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19~ .l,.ette1"i of SYlllP!'l=thy .... l,a.lty , 

A. 1hb follo oonta.1n. letter. of oondolenoe frOJll. bUlin ••• 
ti.rJIIII, friends and beneraotor. of the o01lWluni ty. there 
are 32 letter •• 

20, P11Qtofirae.; . 

A. ['his folio contain. 'Ill the photo. of Mother Theel,. 
that tho author collected. 

n .~r p,o.1:lItal7 Sources used in wri t1ng th1l the.it · 

1 .. liojotlb~ nar ~St. 'ranoh: 
. - ; 

A. ' 'tilb 18 a brier hi.tory ot our oOJlllluni ty trom 1849 to 
1925. 'l'h. material ...eolleotecl by l.tother fhllOla ber
.elt but put in writing by Sliter Joan and Slater 
Ignatia.. It was oompleted ,&,p.-11 29,1925 and it in 
.w.ographocl tom.Sinoe a '\1IIIIIIN")' of the firat rorty
nine year. ot c01IIIUunity hl.to17 ... included in the 
the.it, thi. rererenoe 18 inaeJ'ted here. It 1. PH
lI.ned in th.arohi ft •• 

2. 'theStudfot theli!.ton: or QUI" C~i ty t • . 

A. 'thU toUo contain. .ptleohe. arrang_d and compiled by 
S1.ter ~d, a _libel' ot the Qommunity. in -.nuaoript 
f()l'IIl. It wal Arranged tor a lItu~ dub and to AOquaint 
the YOUJl4!:el" muibera of the ~ommunlty with the hi_tory 
of the. congregation. 1t ..... trequently ~fJd in the 
theii. Of the author. -

3. . i.tory of the Convent of Saint lranob Qt Apia.la 

A. fhi. 18 a hhtory of the Ql'igin and tounding of the 
oongregat1on at St .• Frano1 .. 'iJ1 ... manu'cript form. 
It i. a the'i, submitted to the faculty of St . Franai. 
S~ in partial fulfillment of thfJrequ1remant. 
tor the Do,"' tJt .lter ot Art. by Rev. Phil1p 
Jo .. ph Ro ... ! B.A. AC)opy .15 pre.erY8d in the convent 
archi ..... . 

4 . BaptiJJQIt.l bO()l'd. of st. 8'e!U7 ' .Churoh, Watertown, Wia. 

A •. th. author ~d ~o ... to the record. whUe in Watertown. 
the oaapletfJ bapti .... l name dt YOther Theola and her 
.ponJOr .... thua obta1~d. 

.: 



6 .. Rule. tor the Siaterli of the Third Order otst. 
fl'ra.no b the soraJ?h:lo, laT.!:, . 

A. This is one ,of the fir.t printed rules Qf the 
iOongreg.tionw" It b pr •• enee! in the ohanoery 
vault of' the cony.em. 

6. a.oord Book of Prote .. 101U11 

174. 

A. This book i. preHl"Ted in the ohano.r;y vault. allo. 
It 'WIl' u •• d to d.terJll1.ne tM n~r 01, membu. in 
the community at the tiM or IIotner Theel. ' , 
accession. to the g4tner&l..hlp . 



$J!iCONDARY SOURCES. 

:Boobi 

Auguatb18, R_ftren4 Charle,. 0.5,13 •• D.O •• J.eommen~ on the W
Cod. of Canon t.w; st. ~oub, B. iIer-dn :Boo Company, 
1119,8 VolUMs, (3. p . 469). 

!he third volum. of the .erie-. was ",sed. The-canon. con
•• rning aUflr!or. ofoongregatlonaand the duration ot 
thel;r off ice were consulted, •• peo1allyCanon 606. 

Bruoe, wUu. __ Geor~ •• A Short Hl.to1 otI1i1-uk .. , XUnuke., Th. 
Bruoe IUbl1.hlng Compan,y, . _936, p. no. 
Thb book gaTe the author u .. tu.l lnfor-.tion on Solmnon 
Juneau, em the lnd",.trla1 aohlnaa.n-ta and the trend 
toward big buline.. in. the oi t y ot J41waukee. 

Burn., a ... rend .I. A., e,,8.0., Ph.D •• 111e .thol.10 sehGol Sl.tem in 
the United State •• it. prinelpX. •. , origIn,- iild .Itabll.fi ... 
ment, New York, Ben.1ge .. !lro1:iheril, 1908, p. 41S., 

Thi. bOok pr •• ent. the prinoipl •• and relation of eduo
tion to the Churoh. tiadont .cbool. of rnmoiaoana. 
~noh. ~ •• ulta and their o~terl.tlc. are dl.-
ou ... d.. 'lbe eduoational lnf'luence of the Amerioan 
Revolution and the Frenoh tmigr6. .1'8 touohed on. 
Ren... ot the .arly teaohing oOlmlUll tie. are gl ftn. the 
influence of the hierarohy in their re.pective d100e88. 
o1ted, the controTel"ay ot Biahop Hughe. with the stat. 
oTel" t he di oo •• an Bohool -,y:at4mt 11 clbouued. The boot 
.... helpful In writing the th.t!. inoonnection with 
the .uk: dme by tldadonaerie., and the type. of schools 
edllting In the ploneer daY'S. 

Burn., ReTerendJ. A. , e.s.o., Ph. I)., 'the Or~ and Dneloent 
ot the 'atholio School Sy.teIl in the United state. j 
Ohloago, B:::end ger BrOther., HU, p. 121. 

The author begin. '1Ii th tM growth of t he churoh horn about 
1840. It treat. the economic aide or the Catholic aohool 
growth 'and 41.ou .... the problema ot Cathal1G eduoation. 
The book .. only helptul tor it. 4hcuulon ofschooll 
for Indiant. 

htler, Reverend Alban, L1 vee ot the Saint., Wi tJ\ re·l1ectlon. for 
every dtly in the year, Chioago, .Ben.iger' Bl"othera, 1876, 
p. 406. 

Tl»,a book waa uled to get a eketoh ot st. Theol... At 
in ... titure Mother Theola reoeived t he n.a.m8 Thecla. 

17'. 

. 
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Cathol1c Dir.o.tor~ ••• New York, 1'.J. Kennedy & sons" 1~!98 ,la99,1.900. 

All three direotoriel were checked to «leteMae the correot 
nuaber of Catholio Church •• in the oity of !.ttlwaukeeat the 
tbie of }8)ther Thecl a ' I election to the Generalehlp i n 1898. 

of Whoo~ln, Madbon, 
b .; : ~ge. Vary in each 

AlmosteTery yo1Ul1l8 of the aet.. US" by the author. The 
use. omred tbe e."if h1.atoty an4 oondltion or t he Stllte 
anti e.rly bhtof'yof eduoa1:.iOl1 1n 1ftsoonain. The narrative 
of An<ireW J. Vieau, Sr., IOn. of JaO.quea Vieau, who firlt o8.JQ 
ea:M to the 01 ty of Milwaukee in 1195, wa. read to get 
info1"d.tlon about the fil'8t white :man to let foot in the 
atty. 1'he .btoh of ){organ L. *rttn" a 'White' man who 
11 ... d in Wiaoonl1n 81xty :rear. waa .. ho ,reU. The :narH.tiwe 
'ft, -..Iuable for i.formation 1I'egtU"dlng the owner of the 
original pb,t of' the then 'riUe.f;. of Milwauke •• Solomcn 
Juneau. The latter 1. regarded aa the f lr.t permanent 
'Whi t4I •• ttle!' ot the Tillage of Milwaukee. 

Dnggett. ClaY', J., Uttar, '8dueation In 'Wl.oon.l'n; ~1l1tetrater, vriaoonl1lJl , 
The WhitMrater Pl"eu, 19M" p. aft. 
The m08·t comphte work found by the authOi" on the pub110 
,ohool By.tern of .ducation in W1acondn. Jyery ph .... ot 
pttbllo nh'ool ed;ucation. 1a covered. A quotation ...... used. 
fro11\ thb ~ook. 

Girardey , ReTer.nd i.rr.oi, C'. SS. R •• Iditol' , Qualitl •• of a Good 
' super10,r, St. Loula, a. Herder, 1911, p • . 295. 

This 'bQok'lnt. oompiled ohletly i'ram the UlilWucthn. of 
V.u. ... bl. Chamlgnat. Founder ot the uttle Brother. of 
NAry, It fta' hellf\U in gaining a knowledge of th,. 
quallti .. neoe ••• ry for tho •• who govetn religiou. 
communiti.s. 

Gregory. John .G., m.ato;r: Of 14'llhulcetl, Vfli1condn, 4i Volume" Chlcago-
M11 .... uk~., e s.3. chI'S pUbll1hlng Call1p&XJy, 1931, pages, 
1,564, 21 continued from Volume 1,1349, 8,816 , 4, 817, . ' 

The firlt two yol\.UJ1ea of t1111 .et OoTer the h~ltory of the 
city, the last two areblogi-aphleal. 'the volume. Were 
u.ed tor their aOcoUllt. ot •• ttler,s trom theSut IUld 
abroad on the fir.t statu. ana aubaeq"ent growth of 
Mil wauke •• 



Guesd, Reverend A. M., Obat" on Christian N .... , Boaton , The strat .. 
ford comP,&tly, nls, pL 449. 

Thi. author give .... inter •• ti~ aooo\Ult of the life of s t. 
Theola. It b wri t.ton in letter fo~. The desoription 
includes the meaning of the vord Theola. It waa i n thit 
latter llse tbat the . book wa..u.ed. 

QlJl1day, Peter, A. Hhtoryet the Councils of Saltillore (1191-1884), 
New Y07k, The uaomllla.n Company, 1932. p. 291. 

A bbt'Ory Or the .even provinoial counolh ,,1' BaltimolJ'e 
U29-1849 and the Three Plenary Qounc1h 1852-1S86-U1S4. 
together with a n.'IIIIWlry of the 1egbbtlon_de. This book 
was used i n -oonnection 'with t he .ohool legi.lation pass ed 
by the counoils. 

Mahon, P.. J. and naye.. aeilferend J. M., S. J., 11dl tor., Triab and 
TriWngh., of the CathoUt:; Churoh. in kn,erlo.a, ChicaGO; J. s. 
l&lan .. & Company. 1907,2 'olWite •• p_ lOla. 

Though ' a. book of an oarlier dat., it it cODlplet. in. 1t. 
treatment of c: .. thol101ty during the Revolution, ot the 
wo·rlc ot ahterhooda, in the work oithe Ulu.trious. pre .. 

'.' late" , of the ditferent aee, throughout ' the oountry of the 
United $tatea, Canada, ahd Mexloo. · It fta used i n conneot
ion with t he diocese of Milwaukee. 

¥eyer; Reverend Fulgeno., O. t . M., Mb81onary.~ and How to :8el:lo_ a 
NUn" Cll'loinn.:U, st. Fra,nohBook S' op, Bill. p. lie. --
Thi. book was help.f'ul in (1;1 "f'tngeugge,ltlO1l1 ooncerning 
entranoe and li re in .. oonvent. The book abounds in 

176. 
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.o~iptu~ .. l quotation.. Some ot ~lem ' .. re used i n the t hesi •• 

Ratner.. VfJ1!y :RfJ'Yerend Jos.ph. Rector ot the Salesiana., A Noble Priest 
... Joeeph Salam.nn. D.D., Founder ot the Sale.lanum, . 
Mll .... \U:e8. Olinger &: Schwartl, 1901, p.254, 

This biography .... Gtran.lated trOltl the GerrtJan by ReTel"end 
.Joseph WilHam Derg, profe •• 6r Qt the S.ledanum. lately 
d.o .... ed~ It wa.a valuable tor i nfol'.lD8.tioll on the lmNnlng 
of lrojo.hing, the fOnMIr name ot st. h"aneia, tor data on 
the foundation y.ars of t he .isterhood of st. Francia. a,nd 
t he origi n of ina tltuti OM of st • . Francis. Wiaconain. 

Shea, John G., History of the, catholio Church in the UnitedStatea, 
From t he Firth Pro'rinoial OounoU ot fidt imor., 18U, to 
the Seoond PlenaJ'y CO\Uloll ot Baltimore, 1865 , New YOl"k , 
John G. Shea; 1892. p.727. 



This autheJ" gives a detaited aocount of almoet all the 
dloouet ot the United States. The $eooJld Plenary Council 
or Ba1tilllOr~ b alao dboueaed. The book# "'8 of use to 
the author for lnf'olrJl1&tion on th,a MidW'eIl,t diooese. ~ e.p
ecially those of Wi8condn. 

stearns, J. W ... Editor, The Oolumban Hiltory or lduQat10n in 
, Wiaconlin, Milwaukee; me N'eningWheon.ln ComplUly, 1893, 

Volume 8, p. 720. 

A ponderous volume oovering every pie of the subjeot of 
eduoation in the State. It beg in. w1 th the early sohooh 
and trnta of the d1ff'erent type. ot .chools and a gencie. 
in the city and county .chool SY8tem. The book _8 cOn-
8ulted £"Or Behool attendanoe. 

SuUhan, '1' . J.; The oatholic ChUNn in Vl1.oo~ln, Mil_uk.e, . , 
catholio ilhtol'1eal Pu'blbiilrig Company', le95 ... l 8~e , p. 1181. 

Thwaite. , 

As the name aug.e;8sts this vo11,J!l1e gh •• the history of the 
:Cathol1e Ohurch in Wisoonsin from the earl1est time to the 
present day. It .... frequently cantu). ted :in thh oO'nneotion. 

'l'h1s book eonta1na the inaugural addr ••••• and me •• ages of 
the ,1x gowl'Uor. of Wleoondn during the 01'91.1 War pel'i.od 
of our hletozy. Th •• e MlSagll'" expa' ••.• ' the. governors" 
attitude toward the l'Val' and lnIlitntenance of the Union, gives 
details rega.rding t\mds, ""lunteer', *Zld call fo r troop., 
Sinee Thoma. 1hren, father- or Ifother Thecla oame to the 
stat. just before the -Chll Wart, thh book was u8ed. , 

Thai tee, Reuben Gold. The J.ault Relation. and AlUecl Docl.Ulients, 
Volume 59, 16)8-1677, Cleveland, Tlie BUrrow. i"ro'ERera .• 
1 900 , p. Z15~ or';:' 

The original llTenoh, Latin, and Italian text. w1 th English 
tranalatlOnJli .~,dnetes of the trave18 e.nd exploration, of 
the Jesuit lttuionlU"iel in Lower Oanada; 11l1noh, ottowa. 
--1610-1791., These account. were conllul tea to ascertain 
whether Per. Marquette paned througb Milwaukee. 

Thwaitea, Reuben Gold . at al •• Editor .. , lJi ,lcon.ln in Three Centuries 
l6S4-1905, N.., York, '1'he C~ntu.., Ilttory dOlt\panyw 1905, 4 
volume., p . 1.360. 21311 .' S. 328, 4. 3M, 

To nellrs important miLteri al on the hh'bory of the .tate ,of 
Wboonilin from the time of tho arrhal of the first will t e 
men to the present the • .• volumes .. ere oarefully pU1"uaed. 
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watrous, Lieut. Col. Jerome A., Mito!"; Memoir. of Milwaukee Coun.,.. 
Uadbon. Western Hiatorieal Auociation,UO§-. 2 Volumes, 
p. i. ' 633, 2, 1048. 

This was • valuable book for leoal hiStory of hfJ. l 'Waukee 
oounty. It covered the periods frol!j. the earliest hiator~ 
ie-.1 times to the present, ~d included a genealogioal 
-.nd biogaoaphical reeord of r epre.eJltative ta.m1l1es of 

ll,..,ukoe County. It 1' ..... used both for d .. ta on early 
hbtory and i t il _torial on ,edt.-c"t i on •. 

Enoyclopedia Article. 

"Mil_uke.... Enc1ol0pedl& AmedolUla_ new ,Yor k , Ameriea.na Corporati on , 
193 , 80 Vqhmes . Vol~ xn with 799pagtUi 'Was uGed . 

The e;rticle WIlS uud to give a.n. exptanatlon of the meaning 
ot the name Milwaukee 'and ita. hbtoriolll.l .. otion which gave 
ln1'onnatlon of the rl re t white men , traders , eett lel's, and 
the date 0 f t he iWlo.-pora. tion o'f the v111ag ... 

Govetl'l:lll.8ht Statutes , lieports. 

Wa,shine'ton, The Uhi ted States BurNuo£ Eduoation, Thee"thelia 
~QrOC)hial Schooh in the united St.te ... 19'04. 21 . . • ~. . • n . . • 

OOB8ulted f or ltati atlos on Catholio par<»hial school •• 

Washing'ton. Report ot th.e Co:mm1ee1,on ot 'Eclucatl~ll .for the Yea,r l a99-
HI06;2,dovenu:nent. 'Prlnttngortlce. 

A heaV!y tome with Innuu.erable l'.epC)rt. on edueational 
matters. It includ •• amnmar1e. Olt at-thUo.ot 01 t y .choo1 
sy.teu. higher education&! u4 ptot ... ional .ehoQle. 
apeel ... l 8ohooh . s·t&t1e t1cl on foreign countrbe ar. dec 
given. Stat1stios -n e the purpole tor .hieh it n. used. 

Manu8cri'p,ta , 

time;enfel d, Ie-.erend Nicholas, Catholio Indian iduoation i n Early 
Whconsin 1671-1&48 . st. ha,rioh. iiil .-nn LibrAry ,,'I 
st. 'r.noiil SeJ!l.lnan. Theds No. 69 , p. 40, 192£ • 

.An excellent Master The.ii1. It cover. the land and 
people ot Wisoondn, the origin, rh_ and decline tit 
its J •• u! t Mi .dons. the oostulu in batl,4ing sohool. 
t or Indlant, and a. 'survey ot Green Bay Indian e.ohooh. 
It was hel rul in writing the o~pter on education. 

"--
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:MUeller. Silter Llary Ana.ta,a1a. a .S.F.; Ph. B., The 8001a1111at1oo of the 
MWtal1r Retarded, ,Mil ..... ulce. , t6arquet€. Univer.Ity Library, " 
'l'b¥- ~ 985, p. 101 

Th1e thad. wa. helpN bl W!'lting about the objectives, 
cour ••• of .tudy, 'V00&t10na1 ac)tl'VtU •• ) and .HOlll&. lite of 
ohildren at st. Coletta Sehool tOT boeptlonal ab11dren, 
Jetferson, Wi,oonain. 

Rl~u" nerbea-t W" Ph. p .. BArl st. 
paul Railway, tha • owa, 
nI ••• fEitlon, 1938, p. 320, 

'l'hedia •• rtatlon of Dr. Rioe of the History Department of 
! ... quette UniV4tr-.,lty gne into .... tlon on the tllme of the 
buildinge of n.il~y. in W1toondn. St wu &l.o und to 
ti:n4 out when a railway was buUt to Wat41rtdWln . VUeoonein, 
MOther '!'hecla " 4 plaoe of birth and home 01 her parent •• 

Soholten, Henry H •• The Hhtorz of CathoUo f11e_n~ Education in 
Whoonaln tan-loob, St. fi'iiiOh, s.,llJ!!11ml. ti'brary ot Bt. 
PriilobS«nin.t\ry. Theda No. 295" 1913, p. 17. 

Thle ...... Ma.ter the.,i.... 'l'hough not al .cholarly as Theel. 
No. tl9 , 1. t continue. the .ubject of parooh1.1 .ohool .yatom 
totba present century. It ... ' u •• d while writing the 
ohapter on education. 

hrlodloilla. etc. • 

"Convent and SbterhoO(! of ~t. hano1. ot Aeaid, st. Fran,oie, 
WUconaUlIt It 8ou'Venir ot the twelfth Annual. Conven tion 01' the 
American . '.deratlon or cathoUo, 8oeIen~,., idl .... uke., va ... . 
conaln, 1913, page. unnumbered. -

This !u·t1cle... one of many con.ul ted on the founding &nd 
de'Velopment or the st. Frlblcia OOWilUnlty. It Inelude. the 
the .obooh bel chAl'ltablolnetltution. whioh the cotrmmnlty 
cUrecta. 

ftRbtory .01' st. Mi.ll'y'. Aoaditll\Y ,It Flo ... ttt, Yearbook 1929 , 
p. 174J 

1h1l article 18 .. brl·ef hhtoty of the tir.t twenty-the 
yeaTt of the aoad.JIf. ~rothel" 'l'hee1a founded It in 1904. 

Hamilton, Re'fer.nd Ra.phael N., til.J., Ph. D., "Wisoonain', Catholic 
. lUatorical Uerl.tag.~ - Th. QathoUc I!ozo..ld ot W1aconlin, 
Co~mor.tlng 300 years of da£holloRiato~ in Wi.o~naln 
1654-1984. 
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Thb oopy was .. speelf11 CtOpy fQr t he oooa.ion,. Th1il 
a:rtiole •• , used to o,keok on, the early mll810narl.a who 
entered t he state after N1eo1et.' s entra.nee in 16154. 

HeJ"ll1d Glt1&en, 1'he Ca.tholic. flEnthronment X .. ue" 1!140. 'la, No. 16. 

This 1"ue WlLsused to confirm the taot that the Sbteraof 
st. li'l'ancis of Aae1d were the firat congregation of 
re11&1 OU8 'Women founded In Wieeonain. ' 

Johnllon, The Reftrend, Peter teo, DeD •• "Firat Catholio Church in l.ril .. 
ftukiJe, st,. Peter'll. 1639 ....... " The' S .. lel1uum, 193&. &3, 
No,. $, UIS ... Ul, . . 

'fhl. artiole ole_red up 80$8 disputed date. about the time 
ot the toundin~ of tho firat Cburch in Milwaukee, the ChuFoh 
where BbhOP Henni offiCiated. 

prOlpoottu!. 'the St. Oo1et~, Sehool tor 1i1lto'1?tlo~ Children , ' Jefferson. 
Wiaconain. 

The different cata1tgu.s were used to ga'ther information on 
the cour.e. of study and epeel .. li ••• training given at the 
achool . -

PrO'P~Otu.. St. &ry'$ Institute. Mibaube. Wi.oonsin, 1904. 
Thh b the st. itlJu'y 'l Aoaaey at today., The firlt bulletin 
..... ieaued in 1904:. To •• certain the objeotiftl and OOurl.' 
,ot ~tu,dy offered then the pro.peetut •• ulied. 

PrOlpectul. St. lOtry'. Aoader.w. tal_uk.,e-. Wiao01ldn, 1940. 

Thie is the las t bulletin 1. ~ued by the.ohool. It include. 
atflH.ationa. 'objeotives, oour.e. of 8tudy, requlremen'ta, 
'~.'. A .eetion ia d.w,ttd to Tift'JloI the sohool. it, 
oampue, and laot:hitl... It 'Wa. 141'811 tCiI comptu't! the y.ar .• 
1904 with 1940. 

Re €:entu .. " M'f8rend Geore;e I M. A... "QuI' Silters,," Diamond Jub1~ee of 
Saint Franoil Sem1niif: JlIt.y 25 to 27" 19d. JUbilee Year ... 
book,, ' iidl .... uko • .• 'i'fuTng .PrlntlngCompany, ).931, p. 168. 

Thiaart101e gives. brief hietory of the St. Franoia 
Colllll'lllnity.. It ., t r •• ..,. the pioneor 'WOrk done by the sisters 
tor st. Pranob Seminary. It n$ u .. 4 to oheck with other 
matorlal for more acourate lnfo~tion on the early pioneer 
day. of t he oo.munlty., 

O.A. :M.D.G. 
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